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Cowman Baloney Face
The Neverending Saga #3 =

g =i
Looking for extreme vengeance this Christmas 2’*_,‘-5; {\
by Matt Stevens s 1. )
8 Hillside Avenue, Goldens Bridge, NY 10526 &\ =
kent.allard.jr@gmail.com ' ﬁ\ £

(Artwork in this issue by Mellll ) i WS |

g |

| have a number of responsibilities coming up in late December, so ’ . T\ \I

!

get this in early before the crunch. So what’s on the agenda?

Whale Whores: Stupid Player Tricks ) ’ f \d

This was inBig Scary Dave (BSD)s D&D 3E campaign in the

mid-2000s. | playadhlenthe a low-Charisma (female) barbarian (shown aboveMighglle -- who
was new to D&D -- playddy, a sexy rogue (picture below left). There were a half dozen other PCs.

For some reason -- | forget why -- we had to sneak into a castle, and the two girls with Stealth skills v
LQ RQ WKHLU RZQ 2QH RI XV AXEEHG RXU 6WHDOWK UROO

up to.

Ivy: “Hi! We're.... Looking for work.”

Guard (looking Ivy over): “Oh, youlo®king for work, huh? The boys will be
happy to hear it!”

He escorted us to the barracks, where “the boys” were thrilled to meet that
night’s entertainment. | felt Valenthe -- low Charisma, remember -- was utterly
out of element, but did her best to play along.

Valenthe: “Oh...boy. Look at, uh, all these ... hot guys. I'm so horny? Yeah, I'
... S0 horny.”

, Y\ DQG 9DOHQWKH ZHUH OHG WR VHSDUDWH F
Valenthe stalled as much as she could, until lvy decided she’'d had enough ar
stabbed her john in the chest, killing him. So Valenthe chopped her guy’s hea
RIl DQG WKH WZR Rl WKHP AHG LQWR WKH QL.

Luckily, Michelle found the whole incident delightfully funny and became a
D&D fan.

P.S. As | recall, BSD showed us a map earlier that day, and our response was
looks like a whale.” So this became the “whale whore” session.
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The Top Secret Plot Diagram

This is a diagram from an early draft of Merle RasmUsge8scrériginally, it was conceived as a liter

al game board, in which PCs would be moved from cell to cell, and ability checks would be used to d
mine progress. (The closest game like it would be H&skisGordon and the Warriors o) Matgdea

was scrapped aiidp Secmeds released as a more conventional RPG.

So what? Not only is it cool history, but | think this would be a good starting point for many RPG plot
diagrams. Not faall missions; only those in which PCs go somewhere, do something illegal, and run c
(“lllegal,” in this case, means “something PCs don’'t want to be caught doing.”) Other plots would reqt
different diagrams, and while | shudder to think what (for example) a generic murder mystery diagrar
might look like, | don't think it would be impossible.

(Image from Jon Peterson’s bddile Elusive Shwthich is highly recommended BTW)

SCHEMATIC DIAGRAM OF GAME PLAN

JOB EQUIPMEN TRAVEL IDENTIFY FULFILL
ALLOTHENT To LAST v
‘”ﬂﬂf & Lmvg KNOWN LOCATE ASSIGNMENT
ERIEFING ALES LOCATION TAKSET f
4 CALCULATE ATTEMPTED
BUREAU PESIGN, THE CATIONS GETAWAY CRIME
<utss IFIcATIN | “A%p PAYOFi e METHOD e
. RELAXATION
P d’T}’,TEHPTw
THE KISON
31?;:i§ KLY N, GETAWAY \ | BREAK
X ﬁ_}
START HERE . )
ATTENPTED ATTEMPTED
JAIL THIL BREAK TrANSPORT Yo PRISON

ACENTB GET ONE ATTEMPTED PRISON BREAK ON THEIR OWN AND IF IT FATLS THEY

Figure 4.1

COURT

¥ AGENT CAN REMATN ON A BLOCK A4S LONG 48 EE @R SHE CHCUSES.

ESCAPE

?0 XEEP TRACK OF AGENT MOVEMENTS A TOKEN CAN BE MOVED FROM BLOCK TO E‘-LO_CK.

KMUST REMAIN UNTIL RESCUED.

“Schematic Diagram of Game Plan," from a draft of Top Secret (c. 1977). Courtesy of Merle

Rasmussen.
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Comments E&A # 3

Clark Timmons
Very much enjoyed Four Things. | appreciate the pulp-style monsters: Unique, alien, and terrifying fre
of pure imagination. They were very different from today’s catalogues of familiar creatures.

Michael Cule
| liked Aegis/the World Inside the Walls. After all you've done -- two campaigns and a TV pilot -- you r
have enough material for at least a short setting guide.

Brian Rodgers
Continue to enjoy Regrettable Superheroes. Yet another sign of the creative explosion of the inter-w
period.

Avram Grumer

Mothership/Black Star: | would think the advantage/disadvantage systems they use -- roll twice, take
higher/lower value -- would work better in D&D 5E. In D&D you're only rolling a single, physical die (a
d20), and can roll two at the same time without confusion. With 2d6 or percentile you'd have to roll th
in succession or make sure they're different colors or something.

Comments E&A # 4

Brian Rodgers

Your variant D&D rules: “Wisdom became Divine Favor (how much do the gods favor you).” Funny th
IS, you already have an attribute that means “divine favor,” it's ... Charisma! The term originally mean
YLQH IDYRUu LW WRRN RQ LWV PRUH VHFXODU GHAQLWLRQ

Patrick Riley
Thank you for Dice Corner! I'm a stats teacher so this sort of thing interests me. What software do y
use for your tables?

Comments E&A #5
Okay... | don’t have any. | decided to skip ahead to...

CommentsE & A#6

Gabriel Roark
%LOO )LW]JJHUDOG $00 , UHPHPEHU DERXW KLV FRZ REVHVYV
up and down, and he yelled out “Fly away! Be free!” He was a funny kid.

Myles Corcoran

3DQWV RI '"HYRXULQJ 7KHUH XVHG WR EH D GUDZLQJ RI-7KH
ing over the waistband. | erased it, though, for God knows what reason.

Game Preferences: | like some OSR ideas, but ultimately, | think archaic mechanics are counter-proc
Don't get me wrong: | collect old RPGs, | love learning the hobby’s history, I've even played OD&D ot
lark. But we’ve learned a lot about game mechanics since 1974 and it's silly to pretend otherwise.
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Lisa Padol SLAIAN CONQUEST
Hello againSimian Conquésklieve it’'s one of those little digest RPGs from t|
mid-70s, no more than 32 pages long, supposedly desigtadegoof the Apigte
adventures. | doubt it’s that good, but after looking for 20 years I'd love to h
it, mount it on my wall and complete my collection of 70s RPGs.

Oh, I don't have a problem with motivation in traditional RPGs. (Helhliyra-
ditional games the motivation is obvious: Don’t die!) It's in storygames wher
. . . . . = iy ooy el a
motivations become contradictory, where it may be better *as a story* if eve «.a g@

gets slaughtered but | want my PC to live through it, for example.

Heist games: My feeling is that most bank robbers get caught, eventually. There’s no need to stack tt
deck against PCs; just assess threats and possible complications realistically. (I remember Mickey R
speech iBody Hed® hundred things can go wrong on a job. If you’re a genius you can think of half c
them. And you are no genius.”) I'd like a game in whicl©betn’s ElegadReservoir Dags possible,

and you don’t know which until it all goes down.

Oddly enough, like Chivalry and Sorceag.a sourcebook for feudalism, and for a few of its other ideas.
It never worked as a game, though, and | don’'t see much point to a new edition.

Here’s why | thought starship repair rules could be a little more complex than (say) combat:

» |t takes longer, diegetically, so it’s not breaking the mood if you slow the game down a little to go
mechanics

» Typically only one or two PCs are involved, so others can do different things while the repairs go «

* It shouldn’t come up every.single.session.

Are these good reasons? Damn if | know.

Avram Grumer

“My teen years seem to have involved atypically low levels of sex and drug use.” | think we were all |
by our teen comedies. Very few of us lived like chara®erkyjsand if we did, it was after we got mon
ey (and in my case, enough anti-depressants to socialize properly). | had a lot more fun in my 30s.

Fiascd could be totally off base in my assessment, because | never played it. And yes, | often have f
playing violent dingbats. | just don’t want to have to engage in meta-reasoning. In that session with F
Magnum and Sneezy (I forget Josh’s character), Magnum’s motivation was clear: Shoot evil-doers wi
dying himself. Yeah, he failed, but he went down shooting. (And IIRC, Sneezy survived!)

Michael Cule

$P , D "SROLWLFDO PDSSLQJ DQDO\VWpu" *RW LW LQ RQH WK
fessional mapping software and poster printers. | got a giant map of my fantasy world courtesy of th
<RUN 6WDWH 6HQDWH AIWHHQ \HDUV DJR 6DGO\ UHFHQW 8 |
much | can’'t imagine going back to it.

Joshua Kronengold
Hello again to you to@th SeaDh my God, | remember that one. Another genre | would’'ve loved to
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explore, but I hated the execution. Maybe [ judged it too harshly; aside from the sample scenario, the
and the setting, I'm sure it was tip-top.

Your remarks abofiiasce and your examples from other storygames -- suggest | may have-overgene
alized about it. I'm still skeptical, and would be more interested in a conventional RPG with a heist fo
(I'd love one with details on real-life crime techniques, even though that'd risk law-enforcement attent
Steve Jackson Games style.) Still, | orBfexsctor Xmas, and will read it more thoroughly.

| like the “Low/High Contact” distinction. Another gripe I've had about storygames is they can be higt
contact as hell! | remember a play example in Robin Haves3ueist which PCs negotiate with a high
priestess. | felt most conventional RPGs would’ve handled this through roleplaying -- that’s certainly \
we did in Cthulhupunk -- but lHeroQuettey were hauling out the dice pools.

Blasted Heath Row
Liked, and felt a tinge of jealousy, reading about your trip to the Lake Geneva Musthere N@av
place I'd love to stage a heist!

Brian Misiaszek

Hello to you too! Still impressed with the amount of detail in The Mazzora, and hope Sadie is OK.
Right-Wing Pulps: As I've said before, | don’t think vigilantism was coded as right-wing back then. Th
was more of a 1960s thing, a response to the liberal reforms of the period. (Certainly Communists w
opposed to extra-judicial executions.)

Now according to Lee Serv@®anger Is My Busjmpesg author Arthur Empey was “a radical right-wing
er” who actually created a “blackshirts-type private army, the Hollywood Hussars,” with movie star Ge
Cooper. (Martligh Noowill never feel the same again.) He was a shitty writer, too, so ... Thumbs dow

Jim Vassilikos

Funny, | also wrote computer programsifavellen QBasicas you did, both for character and world
generation. | even had a crude random map maker for the latter. In fact | got back into RPGs in grad
school because | wanted to expand world generation tables based on what | learned in college. Trav
comes close to the “a table for everything” ideal that you hint at, and | respect the game for that reas
(Once again, you dongetb use all those tables, but they’re good to have if you do.)

Note that Paul Jaquays changed her name to Janelle, and some people get upset if you refer to her
old name. | don't, because | assume you didn't know! | didn’t until Zack Smith (of all people) mention
her in a blog.

Sadly | don't think computers could ever bridge the complexity divide in tabletop RPGs. With comple;
rules you still have to enter a lot of variables, and typically, only some of your players can enter the ii
without assistance. So in practice very little time is actually saved. (I learned this the hard way during
Covid!) They'’re still great for game prep, but not in-session.

Next Issue
| need to go grade papers, so I'll end here. Next month, more comments and recycled stuff. Take car
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4XDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ

SDWULF

, JQRUDEOH 7KHPH IRU ( $

7KH GXPEHVW VLOOLHVW FUD]JLHVW \

, GRQ W KDYH DQ\ HQWHUWDLQLQJ H
WROHUDQFH IRU SOD\HUV GRLQJ VW)
EHFDXVH WKH\ WKLRN MWWV EEBED XV
6R PD\EH WKHVH LQFLGHQWYV GLGQ W
ORQJ WHUP PHPRU\

,Q P\ SUHYLRKIMPSDLJQ WK H&LRDIOHDKI
RI D IH\ SDWURQ QHJRWLDWHG VDIH
KDUS\ FRQWUROOHG DUHD E\ DJUHHL
UHODWLRQV ZLWK WKH KDUS\ QHJRW
GRQH MRNHV DERXW KDUS\ SR[ FLL
SDUW\

,Q WKH FXUUHQW FDPSDLJQ WKH VW
$QDQ V SOD\HU IRUJH W% D@JIG $IQD\QNFH
IDOOLQJ IHHW GRZQ D GXQJHRQ \

&DOOEDFN WR D SUHYLRXV ,JQ
, KDYH EHHQ OLVWHQLQJ WR WKH VH
"RRGEL@HSRGFDVW DERXW WKH H[SO
SDUDQRUPDO GHWHFWLYH DJHQF\ DC
LW ,W JHWV PH LQWR WKH PRRG WR
I1LIJKWOLIH

SURFHGXUH LQ 53*V

%DWWOHVYWDWLRIQWG JDPH ZKHUH SO
FUHZ RI D VWDUVKLS PDQDJLQJ V\VW
EDWWOH XQGHUWDNLQJ ODQGLQJ Pl
KDV D FKDUDFWHU DQG WKHUH FRXO
VFHQDULRV QHYHU UHTXLUH LW :H L
WKH VFHQDULR GHPDQGV ZH WR ERW

"' LV H[DFWO\ WKH VDPH 7KHUH LV
VIVWMRDW GHPDQGYV UROHSOD\LQJ D
WKLQN LW V EHEDXVH UROHSO B XaW X
DQG WRHQDWHBYH VSDFH IRU LW (YF
P\ H{SHULHQFH WKDW UROHSOD\LQJ"
VHDW RQFH LQLWLDWLYH LV UROOHG
QDWXUH RI WXUQ EDVHG FRPEDW WD
FRPEDW LV RYHU UROHSOD\LQJ \PHD

JRU WKH /2/V DV WKH NLGV XVHG W
$ <2/2 DWWLWXGH LV YHU\ HDV\ LQ
ZRRGELQHSRG FRP

, YH EHHQ UXPLQDWLQJ RQ WKLV IRU D E
WR $YUDP DQG /LVD LQ WKLV LVVXH SUR
H[SRXQG RQ WKLYV

,Q WKHS\XSOWDMMKHUH LV D SURFHGXUH F
-RXUQH\ &KHFN ,W FRQVLVWYV RI FKHFN
LQGLYLGXDOO\ RU FROOHFWLYHO\ E\ WK

» &RQGLWLRQ
WKDW GD\

» 7JUDYHO 'HWHUPLQHV WKH DELOLW)
WUDYHUVH WKH WHUUDLQ ZLWKRXMW

» 'LUHFWLRQ 'HWHUPLQHV WKH DELO
"QG WKHLU ZD\

" &DPSLQJ 'HWHUPLQHV ZKHWKHU Wt
WKH QLJKW VDIHO\

'"HWHUPLQHYVY HYHU\RQ

7KH UXOHV H[SODLQ

(YHU\ VXFFHVV VKRXOG SURPSW DQ L(
(YHU\ IDLOXUH VKRXOG VHW XS DQ LQ
UROH SOD\ VFHQH LQ WKH JDPH 7KH *
WKH GHVFULSWLRQ RI ZKDW KDSSHQV
WKH SOD\HUV WR WHOO WKH JURXS KF
VXFFHHG RU ZKDW RFFXUUHG ZKHQ W

‘KLOH \HV WKH\ DUH D VHULHV RI VW
UROOV -RXUQH\ &KHFNV VKRXOG LPPI
UROH SOD\LQJ DQG SRWHQWLDOO\ FU!
VWRU\

7KH\ DOVR SURYLBHE B[UEPBOGLRI DFWXDC
WKDW LOOXVWUDWHY ZKDW WKH\ PHDQ

ZKDW LV VDLG RXW RI FKDUDFWHU YHUV
ZRXOG FDOO UROHSOD\LQJ W LV TXLW

'LWK WKLY DQG RWKHU)RDPHEG LWOXWK B VD
JDPHV |, WKLQN , NHHS EXPSLQJ P\ KHD
QDUUDWLYH IUDPHZRUN WKDW LV LQWHC
7KHVH ORDG EHDULQJ VWRU\ FHQWULF
FKDUDFWHU FHQWULF YLHZ :KHQ UHDGL
WKH UXOHV , GRQ W NQRZ KRZ LW LV VX
WKH WDEOH ZKHQ GR , FXW LQ WR SOD\

7KH :KLVSHULIQU DQXQWUHPH H[DPSOH ZI
ERLQJ VWHSV RI FRQGXFWLQJ D +XQW 6.
1DYLJDWRU 'LVPLVVLQJ WKH *XDUGLDQ
‘HDYHUV HW DO VHHP PRUH OLNH D VHU
VRXQG FRRO EXW DUH WKH\ IXQ WR SOD
VXSSRVHG WR" , ORYKHW KIH WSLHEUHL @ X WD X
LW FRQIRXQGV PH

6DQ -RVH &DOLIRUQLD

VHI[DIJHVLPDOLDQ#JPDL



7KH $GYHQWXUHUV *XLOG

+DYH , PHQWLRQHG KRZ PXFK , KDWH

IDVW LVVXH , PHQWLRQHG KRZ , KDC
SODQQHG PXOWL VHVVLRQ Di5EHBDW
, G EH PLVVLQJ 9UD[ V SOD\HU IRU Z}
VHFRQG VHVVLRQ RI WKDW DGYHQW X
WKDW JLQH ,JJ\ V SOD\HU DOVR KDG
QH[W VHVVLRQ EXW WKH ZKROH RI 'H
ZHUH ZRUNLQJ DW WKH 'LFNHQV )DLL
)XUWKHUPRUH 9UD[ ZRXOG "M®WR VALV
EHFDXVH WKH\ DQG RWKHUV ZHUH J
WKHLU PDNHUV JDUDJH DQG KDG WR
HYHU\WKLQJ RXW %DG QHZV EXW D¢
PHDQW , ZRXOG KDYH IRXU SOD\HUYV
VHVVLRQV DQG , ZDV EDFN WR WKH F
(ULGDQ V SOD\HU FDOOHG LQ VLFN W
VHVVLRQ DQG , ZDV IRUFHG WR FDQF
SXWV PH LQ D VLWXDWLRQ ZKHUH , Z
EDFN WR EDFN VHVVLRQV ZLWK D FR!
-DQXDU\ EHFDXVH &KD\RWH V SOD\HL
RI WKH '"HFHPEHU VHVVLRQV

7KLV SUREOHP ZRXOG V HéklPWHFS EHH FI
WKH JURXS KDV ,\8 QR¥®& EH HDVLHI
ZLWK RQO\ EXW VPDOO QXPEHUV K
VFKHGXOLQJ SUREOHPV NLOOLQJ WK
SOD\HU KDV WR GURS $0OVR , FRXOC
13&V EXW , KDYH QHYHU OLNHG GRL
WRR PXFK WR DVN RI DQRWKHU SOD\
WKH PLVVLQJ SOD\HU ZRXOG DOORIZ
HYHU\RQH V FKDUDFWHU VKHHWYV 7K
SKDVH LQ DQG RXW RI H[LVWHQFH EL
SUHVHQFH PLQKWREHVRPH JURXSV E.
ZKDW OLWWOH VHQVH RI LPPHUVLRQ
GHVSLWH WKH GLVWUDFWLRQV WDE!
PHFKDQLFV (YHQ LI WKHUH ZDV VRP
WKDW ZRXOG DOORZ D PLVVLQJ 3& W
LQ WKH QH[W VHVVLRQ LW ZRXOGQ \
OHDYH LQ WKH PLGGOH RI DQ DGYHQ
FRXOGQ W PDNH WKH QH[W VHVVLRQ

0\ RZQ SUHIHUHQFHY KDYH SDLQWHG

7KH XSVKRW LV WKDW WKH JURXS FD
RI RSHUDWLRQV WKH FLW\ RI ,VOLQJ
PRUH WKDQ RQH VHVVLRQ :KHQ WKH
OHYHO %URQ]JH WLHU PHPEHUV RI WK
HQRXJK ZD\V WR MXVWLI\ ORZ OHYHC
FRXQWU\VLGH DQG VXUURXQGLQJ Yl

<RXU 'Q' 3DUW\ IV 7RR %LJ

OHYHOV DQG WKH WKUHDWV LQFUBDWH

LVVXH LW VWUDLQV FUHGXOLW\ WR KD"
KDSSHQ ORFDOO\ 7KH FRQFHLW RI WKH
EULQJLQJ WKUHDWYV WR WKHLU GRRUVW!|
IDU ,1 , JDYH WKHP IDVW WUDY & DWKR Q }
WKH ZRUOG RU WKURXJK D {HUWQWR DQ |
ZRUOG , G ORVH WKH MR\ Rl H[SORUDW
WKDW PDNH IRU D ULFKHU FDPSDLJQ

‘H KDYH KDG VHVVLRQV LQFOXGLQJ V|
PRQWKY VR WKDW V QRW D EDG UXQ D ¢
VRPH VWDQGDUGYV

2XU 3DUW\
" $QDQ/HYHO &RSSHU 'UDJRQERUQ )
%DWWOH ODVWHU
" OLOOLMYHO +XPDQ :L]JDUG S$EMXUF
" &KD\RWHYHO B5RFN *QRPH &OHULF
/LIH 'RPDLQ

$V RXU KHURHVY ZHUH JHWWLQJ UHDG\ IR
WHQJY OLOOR DQG 200LP PHW WKHP L
ZLWK WKHLU PRXQWY WZR KRUVHV DQG
FRXSOH RI SDFN KRUVHV 7KH\ H[SODLQF
‘\]JH WKH KHDG RI WKH ,VOLQJIRUG XSRC
WKH $GYHQWXUHUYV *XLOG KDG DUUDQJI
WKH SDUW\ DV KLUHOLQJV 7KLV ZDV KL\
KHOSLQJ WKH FLW\ ZDWFK LQ WKH SUHY
NQHZ WKH\ ZRXOGQ W SDFN HQRXJK VXS
GHVHUW DQG , ZDQWHG WR KDQG ZDYH L
DERXW KRZ PXFK IHHG DQG ZDWHU ZDV (
KRUVHYV

7KURXJK WKH 'HVHUW 2Q D +RUVH ZL
7KH GHVHUW KHDW ZDV RSSUHVVLYH -X
WR VHW RQ WKH KRULJRQ DQRWKHU VXC
7KLV FOHDUO\ LQGLFDWHG WKDW WKH\ Z
GIHUHQW ZRUOG WKDQ WKH RQH WKH\ KI
H[WUD ZDWHU EURXJKW E\ WKH WZLQV ¢
ZHUH EHJLQQLQJ WHRFWA\H A IWH{KDXVWLRQ
UXOHV DV ZULWWHQ , VKRXOG QRW KDY
HIKDXVWLRQ FKHFN XQWLO WKH\ KDG JR

KRXUV EXW , ZDQWHG WR FUDQN XS W

7KH\ FDXJKW VLJKW RI DQiRWNHVUDWG X
UHDFK LW 7KH\ DSSURDFKHG ZLWK VRPF
ZDV D VLPSOH SRRO Rl FOHDU ZDWHU ZL
SDOP OLNH WUHHV DQG D IHZ EDUH URFI
DQG WDVWHG VWIGH QD WWUNDQJ\ DQG DO N
XQQDWXUDOO\ FRRO

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ
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2QFH WKH\ OHG WKH KRUVHV WR ZDW
DQG JXUJOHG DQG WKH WUHHV VZD\}t
OLOOLH V ULGLQJ KRUVH DQG $QDQ \
7HHWK OLNH URFNV DSSHDUHG IURP
VOQDWFKHG DW WKH KRUVHV OLOOLH
RXW RI UHDFK EXW 6KDGRZ V EDUGL
SURWHFW WKH QREOH VWHHG B6KDGF
LQWR WKH SRRO PDZ ZKLOH WKH HQV
>7KHUH ZDV VRPH FRQIXVLRQ DW WK
KRUVH ZDV XQGHU DWWDFN VR , DV}
GHFLGH DQG WKH\ SLFNHG 6KDGRZ @
RQO\ KLV PRXQW EXW WKH JHDU WKD
OLOOLH WKHQ FKDVWLVHG KLP IRU Q
KROGLQJ WKDW VKH FDUULHG

'"HQLHG WKHLU UHVSLWH WKH\ FRQW
WUDFN RI WKH KRXUV LQ WKLV UHDO
DQG E\ WKH WLPH WKH\ FDXJKW VLJK
$QDQ ZDMUVKQJ HYHQ ZRUVH KLV GU
SK\WLRORJ\ RYHUKHDWHG E\ WKH XQ
H[SRVXUH

/RRPLQIJLIR) WKH GLVWDQFH WKHUH Z
LI IURP WKXQGHUFORXGV DQ &N¥ VDK
OLJKWLQJ FRXOG EH VHHQ $V WKH\
WKH\ VDZ D S\UDPLG ZKRVH JROGHQ
VWUXFN E\ OLJKWQLQJ DFWXDOO\ L
OLJKWLQJ D IDFW , UHWFRQQHG ODV

7KH PDSV VKRZQ KHUH ZHUH FUHDW

3\ UDPLG RI $PXQ 6H

7KH HQWUDQFH WR WKH S\UDPLG ZDV EX
JRUWXQDWHO\ WKH WZLQV KDG VKRYHO!
WKH RQH ORVW ZLWK 6KDGRZ 7KRXJK W
DW GLJJLQJ WKH VWRUP\ VNLHV JDANVH Q
DQG $QDQ V VWDPLQD FRQWLQXHG WR G

2QFH WKH\ FOHDUHG HQRXJK VDQG WR S
H[WHULRU GRRU WKH\ HQWHUHG DORRU L
GRZQZDUG ,QVLGH WKH DLU VPHOOH
DQG VWDWLF HOHFWULFLW\ WLFNQHG W1
ZDOOV Rl WKH FRUULGRU GHSLFWHG D J
SHRSOH DQG DQLPDOV $ KXPD@HGUHVVH
ZDV FDUULHG DORIW WRZDUG D S\UDPLG
WKH\ KDG MXVW HQWHUHG

7TKHUH ZDV MXVW HQRXJK URRPNLQ WKH |
HYHU\RQH SOXV WKH KRUVHV VR WKH\ P
LQVLGH DQG VKXW WKH H[WHULRU GRRU
D JDS WR JHW IUHVK DLU

TKURXJKRXW WKLV YBRRIX PWKBSUHH WVOKIQJ F
Rl VHPL UHJXODU UHFWDQJXODU EORFN\
EHWZHHQ DQG IHHW WR D VLGH 7KH 2
EORFNV SDLQWHG LQ YLEUDQW FRORUYV
ODQGVFDSHV D VWDUN FRQWUDVW WR W
VDQG RXWVLGH DQG EDWWOHY EHWZHHC
DQRG RU PRQVWHUV 7KH FHLOLQJ zZDV SELC
EOXH VN\ *HRPHWULF SDWWHUQV GHFRL
ZKHUH Z®BROROW DQG WKH FHLOLQJ PHW
GRRUV DUH VODEV RI VWRQH WKDW FDQ
WKH ZDOO OLNH D SRFNHW GRRU

2QFH WKH\ KDG UHFRYHUHG WKRXJK $Q
VXHULQJ VRPH OLQRWVLRIJIBWLIXH WKF
YHQWXUHG LUQWR PKBIR E H U 7KHUHLQ V
ORQJ URRP ZLWK GRRUV RQ WKH OHIW
VWDWXHV Rl DQLPDO KHDGHG KXPDQRLG
WKUHH JRGV RQ WKH ULJKW IURP IDUWK
IDOFRQ DQG OL]DUG $QDQ EUDYHO\ RS
RQO\ WR EH PHW ZLWK WKUHH SRLVRQH(
KLV DUPRU EXW IDLOHG WR GHOLYHU WK

7KRXJK PRUH FDXWLRXV ZLWK WKH VHFR
QHYHUWKHOHVV JRW VWXFN EYTQWWKUHH V
SXUFKDVH LQ KLV WKLFN KLGH >+RZ ' ' |
&RQVWLWXWLRQ DQG 'H[WHULW\ VDYLQJ
VHHPV D GHOLEHUDWH ZD\ WR E\SDVV Kl
%H\RQG HDFK Rl WKHVH GRRUV ZDV QRW
HPSW\ VSDFH WR KRXVH WKH WUDSV KHC

+LV SOD\HU KDG D EDG GD\ ZLWK VDYLC

SDWULFN 5LOH\
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JRUWXQDWHO\ WKH WKLUG GRRU SU
7KH\ PDGH WKHLU zZzD\ LQWR D VHULH
FKDPEHUV UMM GLYVSOD\HG VFHQHV R
VFKRODUO\ OLIH WKH SDLQWHG VWR
KROGLQJ VFUROOV 7KH ZDOOV RI Wk
GHFRUDWHG ZLWK WKH VFHQHV RI EIL
VXEMXJDWLRQ RI DQ DUP\ RI OL]DUG
D PDOH PLOLWDU\ FRPPDQGHU 7KH \
RUQDWH VDURRQGKB GXE\ WZR VWDWXF
ZKR ZHUH DOVR GHSLFWHG RQ WKH Z
FKLOGUHQ LQ VFHQHYV RI GRPHVWLF

7KH ULP RI WKH VDUFRSKDJXV ERUH
VFULSW WKDW OLOOLH ZDV DEOHHWR
EH WKRVH ZKR GLVWXUE WKH WRPE F
WKDW V H[DFWO\ ZKDW WKH\ GLG 2Q
OLG WRR ODUJH DQG KHDY\ IRU $QDC(
GHVSLWH KLV GHVLUH WR NHHS 0LOC
KLUHOLQJY UHPDLQHG ZLWK WKH PR.

URRP &KRNLQJ GXVW ELOORZHG RXW 11U
HPSW\ VDUFRSKDJXV EXW QR RQH VHHP

)LIXULQJ WKHUH PXVW EH D VHFUHW SD\
WKH\ VHDUFKHG WKH URRPVY EXW IRXQC
KDG WKH FOHYHU EXW ZRHIXOO\ ZURQJ 1|
LOQVLGH WKH VDUFRSKDJXV ZKLOH WKH F
6KH ZDV KRSQ@GIDNWUDS GRRU EXW RQO\
VHFRQGDU\ HISRVXUH WR WKH GXVW LQ\

JRU WKH PRVW SDUW DV D *0 , WU\ WR Z
DQG JR ZLWK WKHLU LQWHQWLRQV UDWKk
ZRUGV , P QRW JRLQJ WR WDNH WKHP O
DUH ZRUNLQJ ZLWK LPSHUIHFW LQIRUPD
WKH\ DUH WQ\& @IJWHRUHW GRRU , UHDO
SUHFLVH LQWHQWLRQDOLW)\ I[URP WKHP

VWDWXHV LQ WKH VTXDUH URRPV WKH
EDFN WRUWWHURRP 7KH\ VHDUFKHG WKH
WKH FORVHWY EHKLQG WKH WUDS GRRU\
H[FHSW WKH VWDWXHV 7KH\ KDG GLVFX
WKHPVHOYHV WR GR LW EXW WKH\ QHYF
WKH\ ZHUH GRLQJ $UJ -XVW DV , FRXOG
JHWWLQJ ERUHG DQG RU IUXVWUDWHG
QRQ VR VXEWOH SURGGLQJ WR LQYHVWL
WKDW WKH\ FRXOG VHH WKDW LI \RX VOL
IDOFRQ KHDGHG VWDWXH WR RQH VLGH

LW UHYHDOLQJ DQRWKHU H[LW

7KH FLUFXODU URRP EH\RQG IHDWXUHG
ODUJH VWDWXH RI $PXQ 6H DQG KXPDQ
FUDFNOLQJ ZLWK HOHFWULFDO HQHUJ\
DFWLQJ DV WHQGRIYK ORI WV BRILRAK H \
ZDONHG DORQJ WKH HGJH RI WKHHEBR@GP
LQWR WKH URRP WKDW ZDV SHUIHFWO\ \
$QDQ DGYDQFHG LQ ZLWK KLV JODLYH &
SRZHU RI +DWKRU WR NHHS WKHP ZHOO
VWUXFN GRZQ RQH RI WKH VNHOHWRQV |
LQWR EDOO OLJKWLQJ OLOOLH FRQWLQ)
PDJLFDO DWWDFNV &KD\RWH DWWHPSW|
WR GLVFRYHU WKDW WKH FXUVH RI RSHC
IDLOLQJ D VDYLQJ WKURZ DJDLQVW WKH
FRXOG QRW EH KHDOHG

7KH\ UHWUHDWHG EDFN WR WKH PDLQ UF
GRRUV EHKLQG WKHP DQG WKH VNHOHWI
$VVHVVLQJ WKHLU VLWXDWLRQ &KD\RWI
UHPRYH WKH FXUVH IURP $QDQ RU KHU\
RXW ZLWKRXW WDNLQJ D ORQJ UHVW DQC
$QG WKDW LV ZKDW WKH\ GLG 21 FRXUVI
IHZ KRXUV DW PRVW VLQFH WKHLU ODV

5HVNLQQHG%®RIMHMWVINHOHWRQV

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ
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WR VNLS RYHU D ORW RI WLPH Rl X\QKY
WKH\ JRW WLUHG

"KHQ WKH\ UHWXUQHG WR WKH FLUF>
KDG VSUHDG RXW HYHQO\ , UDQGRP!
WKH\ G EH DQG RQH RI WKHP KDSSHC
GRRU DV WKH 3&VY RSHQHG LW .QRZL
DIJDLQVW WKH SDUW\ GLVSDWFKHG \

7KH QH[W FRUULGRU VORSHG GRZ
FKDUJH LQ WKH HG& U7KGWHIWL FKDPE |
KDUPOHVV HQRXJK EXW DV $QD GRRW
WLOHV JDYH ZD\ DQG KH IHOO LQWR
ERWWRP $IWHU FOLPELQJ RXW KHLZ
PRUH FDXWLRXV 7KURXJK OLOOLH V
ZHUH DEOH WR PDS RXW D IHZ Rl WK
DGYDQFHG WRWVERRU RQ WKH ULJKW

7KH\ RSHQHG WK G RRWRW R ZLWK
QXPEHU RI VDUFRSKDJXVHV DQG IXQ
RI WKH RFFXSDQWV GHVLFDWHG FRU
WRZDUG WKHPHHIUWQHIUWKKH QHFURWLF
RQH RI WKHP WKH\ UHWUHDWHG DQC
QHYHU WR HQWHU WKH URRP DJDLQ

$FURVV WKH FKDPEHU WKH\ HQWHUF
OLNH D PXVHXP RI WUHDVXUHV 6WD)
KRXVHKROG LWHPV LQODLG ZLWK JR!
DWRS QXPHURXV SOLQWKV ,Q DQ DO
HQWUDQFHV WKHUH ZDV D VWDWXH F
WKH SODFH 7KH\ SODFHG PDQDFOHYV
DQG SODFHG VWHHO %BRRLE DG Y UR®D W K
WKHQ GLG WKH\ GDUH WRXFK RQH RI
WKH VWDWXH EHJDQ WR PRYH EXW IF
JURXQG 7KH HIXWKEZQY WRXJK IRU Wt
UHPDLQHG D IRUPLGDEOH VWURQJ R
HYHQWXDOO\ SUHYDLOHG DQG ZHUH
WUHDVXUHV RI $PXQ 6H

7R HOWHOQDWKRAKDPEHU WKH SDUW\ K
VLPXOWDQHRXVO\ SXOO WZR OHYHU\
RI WKH GRRU VR DV WR GLVDEOHM K
8QIRUWXQDWHO\ $QDQ V SOD\HU zD"
WKH\ ZHUH QRW KDYLQJ D JRRG GD\
KHDGDFKH HDUOLHU DQG WULJJHUH
WKLV WKHUH ZDV D ELW RI D IUXVOH
LW VOLGH

7KH\ RSHQHG WKH TRRU UHR/ WIKGJ SO
6H DQG VDZ WRPHIRRERPWK OLJKWC(C
EHWZHHQ WKH JROG VDUFRSKDJXV

FRUQHUV RI WKH URRP DQG WKH SHI
HYHQWXDOO\ RXW WKH WRS RI WKH ¢

6FDUHG RI WKH OLJKWLQJ $QDQ UHPRY}
DQ DFW KH ZRXOG HYHQWXDOO\ UHJUHW
RQFH ZLWK &KD\RWH V KHOS UHPRYHG W
RQH E\ RQH DQG SXOOHG WKHP IURP WK
OLJKWQLQJ FRXOG QRW UHDHKUMGGRLQ
EXUQV DV WKH OLJKWQLQJ VWUXFN WKH
IRXQG SUHVHUYHG LQWHUQDO RUJDQV D

7KH GHVLJQ RI WKH VDUFRSKDJXV OLG Z
SXVKLQJ IDW RLWK ZRXMG QRW ZRUN 20Q
OLIWLQJ LW FRXOG WKH\ UHPRYH LW $Q
LQ WKH IDU HQG Rl WKH URRP ZKLOH WK
IRRW 2QFH WKH\ KDG OLIWHG WKH OLG
VLGH D JORZLQJ RUE RI OLJKWQLQJ UR\
FRUSVH RI $PXQ 6H VDW XS

7KH EDOO RI OLJKWQLQJ GLVFKDUJHG LC
HYHU\RQH $QXQ 6H JUDVSHG DW WKH X
WKH GUDJRQERUQ IHOO IURP WKH GHDW
UHYLYHG KLP ZLWK D SRWLRQ DQG WKH\
UHWUHDW $QDQ JUDEEHG WKH QRZ GRU
VDUFRSKDJXV DV $PXQ 6H IROORZHG 7K
KROG RI WKH ZDOO OHYHUV DQG SXOOHC
SLW 7KH XQGHDG SKDUDRK IHOO LQ DQC
DJDLQ WR WUDS KLP LQVLGH

2QFH WKHUFPRQ WKDW WKH RUE ZDV WKH
KROGLQJ WKH ULIW WR WKHLU ZRUOG RS
S\UDPLG RI $PXQ 6H ZLWK WKHLU WUHDV

3RVW 6HVVERRVERQV

'HVSLWH $QDQ V WULEXODWLRQV DQG Kl
WKH VHVVLRQ ZHQW ZHOO (ULGDQ V SO
WKDW IRUFHG WKHP WR FDQFHO WKH PR
TXDUWHU RI WKH "FDWQUW @AURBSIQR , KDG V
GH EXWKH VWRQH JROHP DQG WKW PXPPL
ZDV DEOH WR ZDON WKH HGJH EHWZHHQ
PXFK GDQJHU $JDLQ , GRQ W ZDQW WR
ZDQW WR PDNH WKHLU FKHHNV SXFNHU

JRU &5 FUHDWXUHV PXPPLHWWHW WZR |
WHUULEOH QDPH DWWDFNV DW  WR KL
G EOXGJHRQLQJ DQG G QHFURWLF C
KXPDQRLG LW KLWV LV FXUVHG DQG FDQ
XQWLO UHPRYHG 7KLV LV PXFK PRUH GC
WZR JUHDWVZRUG DWWDFNYV WR KLW

UDGLDQW GDPDJH WKDW D &5 NQLJKW |
ZDV JODG WKH 3&V DYRLGHG WKHP

W LV QRZ GD\V XQWLO WKH QH[W JDPH
KDYH D YDJXH VHQVH RI ZKDW , PLJKW U

SDWULFN 5LOH\

4XDVLSVHXGROXGRJIQR\



&RPPHQWYV RQ ( $ ,VVXH

SRIJHU %:
5<&7 -LP LQ P\ &LW\ RI 1DPHV FD
ZDV D VOXU IRU WKH VXEWHUUDQHD(

O\OHV &RUFRUDQ

5<&7 /ILVD , FRQFXU ZKROHKHDUWHG
WKH OLIHEORRG RI DQ\ $3% &RQWU
ZLWKRXW HQJDJLQJ ZLWK LW WKRXJ
EH PLVVLQJ WKH SRLQW LQ P\ RSLQI

OLFKDHO &XOH

5<&7 -RVK , WRR GLVOLNH WKH WUR
EHLQJ LQFRPSDWLEOH 7R PH LW LC
PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI ZKDW VFLHQ
LV UHSHDWDEOH DQG SUHGLFWDEOH
ZL]DUGV XVH WKHQPWRKRGMRORJI\ FDC
DSSOLHG WR LW OLUDFOHV RQ WKH
XQUHSHDWLQJ XQSUHGLFIWDE R DDNQ
WKHP WUXO\ RSDTYHLWRXLELHQW L

7KH UHODWHG W UR SHHIEK @ BEGIRFD\D Q G
LQFRPSDWLEOH 7KLV DOVR GRHVQ W
“UH ZKHHOV DQG FORWKLQJ DUH Wt}
VD\ WKDW PDJLF LV LQFRPSDWLEOBU
UDGLDWLRQ WKDW V ZRUNDEOH

$UYUDQ *UXPHU

JRU VRPH UHDVRQ ZKHQ , UHDG WKL
DQG QDUUDWH \RXU LQWHUDFWLRQV
UROHSOD\LQJ VSHDNLQJ LQ FKDUDF'
ZULWHXS ZDV JRRG EXW GLGQ W KH!
IDLU P\ ZULWHXSV GRQ W FDSWXUH
GLDORJ ZKHUH WKH UROHSOD\LQJ PF
GRQ W UHFRUG WKH VHVVLRQV

*LYHQ WKDW 1RYEPEHWKKDQQLYHUVD
WKH VLQNLQJ Rl WKH 66 (GPXQG )LW
SDUWLFXODUO\ WLPHO\ LI JHRJUDSK

5<&7 (Ol VSDUNHG DQ LGHD WR XVH °
GXQJHRQV 7KLV PLJKW EH VRPHWKL
WU\ WKHPVHOYHYV , YH VHHQ SOD\HU
JDPH WDEOH VR ZK\ N QRW"

$GYLVLQJ QRARRSVRRIWMLPLODU WR W
JXLGHOLQH WKDW SDVVLYH YRLFHHQF
VR VRPHWLPHY SDVVLYH YRLFH ZRU
LQIRUPDWLRQ VPRRWKO\ WKDQ XVLQ

5<&7 PH , WKLQN ZKDW P\VHOI DQG |
WKDW WKHDWKR@®Y FUHDWHG WR HPS:

LV HQWHUWDLQLQJ QDUUDWLRQ RQO\ F
QDUUDWLRQ LV EHWWHU WKDQ FRQWULY
SHUIXQFWRU\ QDUUDWLRQV ,I WKH SULF
ERQXV ZKHWKHU D ER@X0QKRWDY LQ

)$7(RQ HYHU\ UROO RU WR MXVW KRJ WL
WLUHVRPH )RU WKHERRQYHRQHFRRQ JDPF
XQIDPLOLDU SOD\HUV WKH ULVN PD\ RX!
UHZDUG IRU LQVLVWLQJ XSRQ XVLQJ WK

-RVKXD .URQHQJROG

6\PSDWKLHV RQ KDYLQJ WR ORRN IRU D

'XQ'UD&RQ DQG .XEODFRQ DUH LQ KRWH
WLPH IRU RSHQ JDPLQJ 7KH GHDOHUV
VHUYLFHV HWF GR KDYH FORVLQJ KRXU
SUREDEOSFXRA" UXOHV IRUSKRD @ DWWMHL
FDQ VWDUW

5<&7 PH OLOOLH OHDUQHG RI WKIDXLW ¢
LW FUXHO RI PH EXW KHU SOD\HU ZDVQ
DQG LQWHQW RI OLJKWLQJ WKH FDQGOH
SHUVRQ SURYLGLQJ WKH EORRG \HV LW

5<&7 ODUN WKH 5DQJHU GRHV IHHO UDW
IRFXV RQ DFVGXIEVYHW RI DELOLWLHV 'RH
DOVR IDOO LQWR WKLV FDWHJRU\"

5<&7 $YUDP WKHUH LV YDOXH HQWHUWD
KRZ 3&V QDYLJDWH DGYHQWXUHYVY WKDW
ZLWK WKHP LQ PLQG ([FHSW IRU SD\LQJ
FKDOOHQJH UDWLQJ , GRQ W EXLOG WK
WKH 3& V DELOLWLHVY WKRXJK , WU\ WR
ZRXOG DSSHDO WR WKH 3&V HYHQ LI WK

5<&7 (Ol , XVHGDROIBY RMDRXOKDXW FRQV
EHFDXVH , WKRXJKW WKH UROHSOD\LQJ
FDOLEHU EXW , YH EHHQ SURYHQ ZURQJ
JHQHUDO , P LQ WRDRPRBMXW DP PRUH SX
E\ WKRVH ZKR WXUQ WKHLY @QRY HVXGLWR
ZD\ VRPH SODEXW WKDW V WUXH RI DQ\

%ULDQ &KULVWRSKHU OLVLDV]HN
5<&7 ODUN LQ WKH .HQ % XeLR\Q W R K X0 XAHLL
&KDUOLH 'DQLHDAQWOW®R VHH ,W]KDN 3HE
2SHUD +RXVH LQ 1DVKYLOOH DQG VRPHI
EDFNVWDJH EHIRUH WK HOWK RBH D, UNOIPLDRY
&KDUOLH 'DQLIEG\OH, $OBNHWDH ®UH DOO
"GGOH SOD\HUYV

%HFDXVH DSSDUHQWO\ ZKHQ , GR WKH
VWLOO JUXPEOLQJ IURP ODVW LVVXH

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ

SDWULFN 5L«



/ILVD 3DGRO

'LG \RXG \RXUVHOI UXQQLQJ LQWR W
$ (", QRW ZKDW KDV FKDQJHG" ,I VI
UHVROYH LW WKHQ"

5<&7 $YUDP HPRWLRQDO SOD\ IRU P/
RUJDQLF HPHUJHQW IDFWRU RI WKH
PHFKDQLFDO VXSSRUW <RXU7DQHGGR
&WKXIXPH LV P\ MDP :KHQ D JDPH V\
VXFK SOD\ , ERPQBEHKR PRUH SURFHYV
RULHQWHG D JDPH EHFRPHYVY LW IHH(
UROHSOD\LQJ VSHDNLQJ LQ FKDUDF’
PH <RX KDYH D PXFK GHHSHU DQG E
ZLWK WKHVH JDPHVQBXWKHB R®@ Y\ WL

3XP
5<&7 3DWULFN [IRU DQRWKHQYD QPRSI
SROLWLFDO ZRQNHU\ ORRN XS 'HEW

5<&7 -ZEZHOYH ORIONBQVLQWHUHVWLQ
KRZ VRPHRQH FRXOG EH SHUFHLYHG
EHFDXVH ZKDW WKH\ VD\ DQG ZKDW \
GRHV QRW FRPSRUW WR UHDOLW\ DV
XQGHUVWRRG 718 HHLIMOWRR U

&KDQJLQJ SHUFHSWLR Qi LIMYHDP \V WERF
WKH GLUHFWRU FDQ FKDQJH WKHS$DX
%HDXWLIXXILEQEWK 6HQAKHF KHWKD @/ W
NQRZ ZKDW LV UHDO RU QRW %HFDX
3&V SHUFHSWLRQV LW ZRUNV ZHRDXX
EH RYHUGRQH MXVW DV LW FDQ LQ R

%ULDQ 5RIJHUV

, WKRXJBWDVQ W PHDQW WR EH SOD\
SHU VH EXW LW GLG KDYH UXOHV IRL
VTXDUH FKDUDFWHU WRNHQ ZDV SRV

ODWW 6WHYHQV
,AYHU\ERG\ .LOOV ZEBRN2GWHBWHY H

, \RX XVH D UXOH WKDW D 6SHFLDO
UHTXLUHYVY D 6SHFLDO RU &ULWKPBWOI
&ULWLFDO DWWDFN FDQ RQO\ EHUEOTF
WKH RGGY DUH FORVH WR ZKDW \RX
FRPEDWDQWYV RI VNLOO WKH FKD(
DWWDFN LV 1 &R0 B VR \BAYHOHD R K
+DUG VNLOO DQG ([WUHPH VN
FKDQFH JRHV XS WR <RERF&RXO0G
PHWKRG DQG DOVR KDYH D &ULWLRD
JUHDWHU YDULDWLRQ LQ WKLV FDVF
DWWDFN JRHV XS VOLJKWO\ WR

6SHFLDO +DUG KLW VKRXOG PDLQW

-LP 9DVVLODNRYV

5<&7 /LVD ZKHUHDV , SUHIHU PXOWL SO|
, HOMR\ 3& WR 3& LQWHUDFWLRQ ZKHQ ,
WKH 3&V KDYH D VKDUHG SXUSRVH ZH U
“JKW VXSHUYLOODLQV DQG RWKHU WKUH
QHLJKERUKRRG FLW\ FRXQWU\ SODQHW

VDPH RUJDQL]DWLEBHWH \DHUHYRQJ RQERTE
VWDUVKLS LW V HDV\ WR MXVWLI\ ZK\ V

7KH $GYHQWXUHUV *XLOG FDPSDLJQ LV !
WKH 3&V DUH DGYHQWXUHUV LW V WKHL!
WRIHWKHU EHFDXVH RYHU WKH FRXUVH
DGYHQWXUHYVY WKH\ IRXQG WKH\ ZRUN Z|
FXOWXUH RI WKH JXLOG LV VXFK WKDW [
QRUPDO WKH ORQH DGYHQWXUHU LV WKI
ZDQWHG WR OHDYH DQG RU LI WKHUH ZD
LOQWURGXFLQJ D QHZ 3& HDVLO\ GRQH W

5<&7 -RVK , GRQ W NQRZ KRZ \RX G FDW
VWUXFWXUH Rl P\ FDPSDLJQ 7KH 3&V DL
QXPEHU RI TXHVWV WKDW DUH DYDLODE!
RQH WKH\ ZDQW WR JR RQ 7KH\ GRQWW [
FKRLFH , GRQ W XVXDOO\ KDYH WKH DG
RI WLPH 7KH SOD\HUV KDYH QRW H[SUH
WR H[SORUH DFWLYLWLHV EH\RQG WKRYV
DYDLODEOH %XWQWWHODURGOHBOD\HUYV

ODUN $ :LOVRQ

&RQJUDWXODWLRQV RQ WKH QHZ MRE |
WUDGHVKRZ VKRUWO\ DIWHU VWDUWLQJ
OXFNLO\ LW ZDV RQO\ IRU D GD\ B®RG , Z|
ERRWK GXW\ , PRVWO\ ZHQW WR PHHW |

, UDUHO\ SXUFKDVH DQ\WKLQJ DW FRQV
SUREDEO\ KDYH ERXJKW DOUHDG\ 7KH C
*HQ&RQ , ZDV RQO\ UHDOO\ LQWHUHVWF
DQG REVFXUHRRXOG JHW DQ\WKLQJ QHZ
FRQWHPSRUDU\ I[URP HOVHZKHUH DQG Q!
KRZ , ZDV JRLQJ WR JHW LW KRPH 7KH C
ORFDO FRQV DUH PXFK PXFK VPDOOHU \
*HQ&RQ DQG WKH ODVW WLPH , ZHQW KX
VSHIFL , FR XT3 LW

*UHDW VWRU\ RI \RXU IULHQG DQG $GDP
EDVWDUG LQ D JRRG ZD\

(YHQ WKRXJK WKLV LV DQ HOHFWUR

DUH XELTXLWRXV |, VWLOO SUHIHX

QRVHV

SDWULFN 5LOH\

4XDVLSVHXGROXGRJIQR\
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https://blog.firedrake.org/
https://tekeli.li/
https://tekeli.li/podcast/
https://tekeli.li/whartson-hall/
https://discordian.social/@RogerBW
https://www.humanscommons.org/
https://adventofcode.com/
https://discussion.tekeli.li/t/pearple-s-choice-2024-2025-nominations/6547
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https://tekeli.li/cgi-bin/planetfall.cgi
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https://www.drivethrurpg.com/en/product/95384/fudge-on-the-fly
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https://travellermap.com
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https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/cultures/clippy-pfp-movement-change-your-profile-picture-to-clippy
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Overlord's Annals

Attronarch, The Exalted Overlord of Uncontested Vastlands

Volume 5

Issue 1

In this issue

January 2026

Overlord's Annals is a monthly
zine in which | share session reports
from games | either run or have par-
ticipated in.

Sometimes | also share our house
rules and other re ections too. Art
is primarily from players—see attribu-
tions for details.

In this issue | present three session
reports from the Conquering the Bar-
barian Altanis Dungeons & Dragons
campaign.

Adventurers deal with spiders, crypts,
and kings.

Conquering the Barbarian
Altanis Campaign

I'm running a weekly online old-
school D&D game focused on under-
world and wilderness adventures in
the Wilderlands of High Fantasy Bar-
barian Altanis—a hostile land lled
with ancient riches and antediluvian
evils.

You can learn more about our cam-
paign at: https://attronarch.com
/wilderlands

Beginners and experienced players
welcome alike. Write to me at
attronarch@mailbox.org  if you'd
like to join.

Attributions

Text copyright © Attronarch, 2026.
Typeset in BIpX with Charter, a print-
friendly typeface.
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Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 91

Adventurers

Tarkus the Promising , cleric level 2
Follower of Bachontoi, God of Red
Wisdom.

Beorg the Gravedigger, ghter level
1. Inspired to adventure after burying
several adventurers.

Darius, cleric level 3 Follower of
Dacron, God of Craftsmen.

Rorik, ghter level 3. A ghter.

Flowerbloom 8th, Earthday

“The farm should be up ahead.” Fabrio
announced.

The adventurers met with him yester-
day evening at the behest of Imrael
Senior. Ever since they had a falling
out with Pilter family, they've worked
on getting Imrael' patronage. Well,
the opportunity came knocking on the
doors yesterday morning.

Apparently, Imrael's spider farm was
raided in a night attack. Since the
adventurers approached him several
times, he thought this would be a fer-
tile opportunity to prove their worth.

Fabrio the Ranger met adventurers

yesterday at the Castle of the Wode.

There they interrogated Trin, a farmer
who escaped during the night raid.

“It was horrible! Creatures blacker
than the night, with ivory white fangs
and claws! Oh the screams! | jumped
out of the window and ed as quickly
as | could!

The party wanted to know more about
the lay of the land, buildings, and
most importantly, where was antidote
held in case of any spider bites.

“Lay low. We will take the lead.”

Darius, Rorik, Tarkus, and Beorg ap-
proached the farm from the south

side. Fabrio and his three men-at-
arms stayed few hundred yards away,
observing the party.

A 500 feet chasm covered with wood
planks split the farm in half. To the
left were laborers' dormitories, super-
visor's home, dinning hall, and the
dissection house. To the right various
sheds for processing spider webs into
silk, and warehouses for produced
goods.

The sun was up, and the farm was
deathly quiet.

Or at least was, until Rorik spooked a
horse in the stable.

Poor animal was tied so tightly it
ground its ankles to the bone. Fighter
managed to calm it down, only to no-
tice the grisly sight in the adjoining
pen—a beheaded pony.

Tarkus and Beorg investigated the
largest house, that of the supervi-
sor. All rooms were thoroughly ran-
sacked. Pillows were cut open, draw-
ers turned upside down, and chests
smashed open.

“Hey, what's all that commotion! |
thought you weren't some band of
amateurs!” Fabrio whispered through
clenched teeth to Darius.

“It's all cool. All under control.”

Party moved to adjoining building.
This one was a simple timber construc-
tion with three windows. The latter
were nothing but an opening covered
with thick wool blanket.

Bunk beds and cots were arranged
along the west wall, all with broken
footlockers. There were some blood
stains on the oor.

“Where are these guys going?”

Adventurers spotted Fabrio and his
team sneaking on the other side of the
chasm, approaching the south-most
building to the east.

“Let's keep moving.”

Next building was similar, but smaller.
The quartet arranged themselves in
front of the door, and then burst in.

An obese man, matching the super-
visor's description provided to them
earlier, lied on the oor, bloodied and
bruised. He was anked by two ebony
black, child-sized creatures.

Monsters had lanky white hair, long
crooked noses, and elongated ears.
One was dressed in a ame-red robe,
while the other had some sort of
leather jerkin and black cloth mask.

Tarkus and Rorik charged in, only to
be checked by few more monsters that
were by the side.

Bloody skirmish ensued.

Adventurers cut down three creatures,
but not before they them-self had suf-
fered few blows.

Robed one weaved its hands and
screamed incomprehensible profani-
ties.

Beorg and Darius, whom were still on
the outside, had witnessed house go
through horri ¢ metamorphosis.

Timber shook and grew long, dark
hairs. Out of its windows came long,
hairy legs. The building became
rounder and rounder until it trans-

formed into a ball of darkness. A na-
ture defying arachnid writhed in front

of them!

Whilst that transpired, Tarkus and
Rorik gave chase to eeing monsters.
Alas, little buggers were too quick!

But one made a mistake, and ran
straight past Darius, and to the large
dinning hall. Cleric caught up with it,
and subsequently beat it to a bloody
pulp as it banged on the wide double-
doors, screaming.
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“Take care of the foreman!” one of the
adventurers instructed Fabrio and his
crew.

Darius wondered how come everyone
is unphased by the spider-house and
enter and exit it so effortlessly.

Rorik gave chase after the masked
creature. He jumped through south

window, turned west, and after the

monster.

Chase led him north, towards the
largest building—the dinning hall.
The monster jumped through the win-
dow, poked out, and waved at the
ghter to come right in.

Unbeknownst to him, other party
members, reinforced by Fabrio and
his crew, burst into the dinning hall.

A dozen or so farmers knelt some
twenty feet ahead of them. Behind
them a line of four monsters, short-
bows at the ready.

“GET DOWN! DOWN AT ONCE!"

Darius roared as he charged at the
monsters.

Alas, the farmers were too scared,
too slow, and too confused to react
in time, forcing the cleric to wade
through them.

Archers discharged a volley.
Darius was unhurt.
Four farmers slumped, dead.

Beorg and Tarkus each tried to cir-
cumvent the human-shield, only to be

checked by a pack of hidden creatures
on each side.

Although heavily outhnumbered, the
adventurers had an asset on their side.

Sun.

Monsters couldn't see well in the
bright light, and often had to turn
their head as they'd attack.

This resulted in very few of their
blows connecting.
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Brave Rorik came through the back
window, where he faced the robed
and masked duo. He gave them hell,
wounding both, but slaying neither.

Another volley.
Another group of dead farmers.

But Darius closed the distance, and
begun smashing the archers. Beorg
and Tarkus killed the critters by the
entrance, one by one.

Seeing how this is going, the robed
and masked monster decided to ee
once more.

The former managed to jump out the
window before Rorik body-blocked it.

The latter had no choice but to go
for the main entrance—wide double
doors, stacked with corpses of its
brethren.

It evaded Rorik's stab with ease; and
same with swing from Darius; and
then it ran straight into the polearm
braced by Tarkus the Promising.

Few other pathetic survivors ed into
the broad daylight, covering their eyes
as they cowered and cried.

And so they ed north, towards the
Midnight Goddess hills.

But even in daylight they were too fast
for the heavily armoured adventurers.

Two more were downed by slings and
arrows, while remaining two escaped.

“Thank vyou...thank you!” cried
Ulayah Reyn, the farm supervisor.

“Thank you for saving my farm!

Thank you for saving my lovely daugh-
ter!” he cried with gratitude, not ask-

ing too much about an arrow stick-
ing out of his, similarly built, sobbing

daughter.

He brie y explained that they were
attacked and subdued two days ago.
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Since then the monsters had been
looting the buildings, and torturing
him for information about secretly
stashed treasure.

“They had thrown six farmers into the
spider pit. .. Would you be so kind to
go down and get them out for me? It's
terribly dif cult to nd good workers

in these trying times. . . I'd happily pay
you ten gold coins per saved one..."

Our party of do-gooders immediately
went down into thirty feet deep
chasm.

It was dank, pitch black, and com-
pletely webbed.

The party climbed back up.

“Oh, such is life in Wilderlands. You
can't save them all!”

Following a quick breather, they es-
corted Ulayah and surviving farmers
to Castle of the Wode.

“Thank you. It isn't much, but it is
from heart.”

He gave twenty gold coins to each ad-
venturer.

“Now | have to hire some new folk.
We have to rebuild!”

Flowerbloom 10th, Spiritday

“Thank you for looking into it. Ulayah
manages the farm well.”

Imrael congratulated the party. He
took a long pause.

“From what you've shared, it sounds
like these creatures might return. |
don't want that to happen. Tell me,
could you track them down? And end
them? Could you do that for me?”
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Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 92

Adventurers

Darius, cleric level 3 Follower of
Dacron, God of Craftsmen.

Rorik, ghter level 3. A ghter.

Tarkus the Promising , cleric level 2
Follower of Bachontoi, God of Red
Wisdom.

Beorg the Gravedigger, ghter level
1. Inspired to adventure after burying
several adventurers.

Flowerbloom 15th, Spiritday
“I made a mistake.”

Dubalan of Midway sobbed to adven-
turers. Beads of sweat rolled down
his puffy cheeks.

“The word of the great wealth you had
recovered from the crypt spread like
wild re. And | agreed to lead some
of the locals to it. They went missing!
Oh, it's all my fault!”

“Common folk shouldn't go adventur-
ing. It can be dangerous.” one of the
adventurers said stoically.

It didn't take long for constable Wer-
shaw to nd the party and join the
discussion. “l want to know what ex-
actly did you nd in that crypt! Spare
no details!”

He listened with worried face. “You
will join me to Lord Kyle and tell him
that. He will judge accordingly.”

“Listen, we want to go to the crypt
rstto nd these people. They might
still be alive.”

Dubalan wept, while Wershaw agreed.
It's been nearly a month since they
went missing.

“Tell us more about them. How many?
How do they look?”

“Three men, Oridus, Dardabus, and
Cephantides. Two women, Timile
and Mavaid. They are all young and
strong, with mighty limbs and healthy
gait.”

Flowerbloom 16th, Airday
“That's Oridus.”
Wershaw yelled from above.

The party had just descended down
the shaft leading into the crypt and
that's where they found a young man,
broken and crushed under a pile of
rocks. From the looks if it, a stone
slab collapsed under his weight, and
the man plunged to his death.

Rorik and Tarkus took the front line,
with Darius and Beorg taking the sec-
ond rank. Tia and Tailltala, two fresh
women-at-arms recruited at Hara,
acted as the rearguard.

“Stop.”

First chamber, the one with eight
tombs they've plundered before, was
not empty. A dozen or so skeletons
were sitting around the replace, gaz-
ing into the purple ame. Two human
gures lay in front of them.

Adventurers turned half, and smashed
other half. These skeletons looked
charred, with splintered bones and
burn marks all over.

Tia retched at the sight. A young man
and woman, faces of frozen terror,
with broken limbs, torn skins, and ex-
posed insides.

“Let's get them out. They should be
buried properly.”

“Isn't that what we got hired help for?”

Hired help did not jump at the oppor-
tunity to carry horri cally dis gured
corpses.

“Fine, we'lldo it...”

“Watch out!”

A mere moments latter east doors
ung open, revealing a familiar abom-

ination. A mound of acidic, pulsating

organs, ten feet wide; splashing and
squirming and slowly rolling towards

the party.

Weapons were drawn; stabs and
slashes delivered; weapon tips and
edges melted away and monster was
reduced to nothing but a collection of
hacked organs.

“These are Cephantides and Timile.”
Wershaw identi ed the poor souls.

The party continued their exploration,
opting for west doors. That lead them
into a thirty by thirty foot chamber

with two sealed doorways, and an
open one to north.

The chamber was littered with scrolls,
torn books, and writing paraphernalia.
Whatever they touched would imme-
diately crumble into dust.

Sealed doorways had text in auld com-
mon above them. The south one read
“Scripter Morminoa,” while west one
said “Court Arcanist Feraldi.”

“Let's move on. We have to nd the
remaining folks.”

“Or their remains.” was left unsaid.

North chamber was longer, and even
more perplexing.

Three columns of altars ran along the
long side, a dozen in each line. Atop
each altar was a matching holy sym-
bol and scripture. Tarkus and Darius
did not recognise many of the sym-
bols. Perhaps they were of forgot-
ten deities or some barbaric ones that
only the locals knew. Darius did nd

one dedicated to Dacron. He spent
time to pray and tend to it thereafter.

Sealed doorway to the west read
“Bishop Pormqui,” and sealed one to
the north read “Avetrix the Zealot.”
Corridor to the east was wider, and so
were the doors.
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They opened into a large circular
chamber, some sixty feet in a diameter.
It was dominated by a well spewing
purple haze that covered the oor.

Beorg the Brave was the rst to step
into it. He used his polearm to test the
ground before making any step. Oth-
ers lined behind him and followed.

Clerics felt like they've entered a place
of death.

Round chamber had three exits: the
west, which they came from; east,
which looked very similar to the one
they came from; and north, which
was narrower and turned right at
weird angle.

“Let's check east side rst. It might
loop back.”

A smell of rot assailed them the mo-
ment they forced their way in. The
chamber oor was stained with an-
cient, dry blood.

Nasty meat hooks re ected their
torchlight. A young woman hanged
on one in the middle of the room. Her
eyes were gouged out, and her en
trails were prostrated underneath her.

At least two dozen hooks were visible.
They hung from chains, that in turn

hung from holes on the ceiling. No
anchor point was visible. Hooks were
hanging at various heights, with some
as low as to touch the ground and
some as high as if they were poking
straight out of the ceiling.

“This must be Mavaid.”

“l really don't feel like getting
hooked.”

“Let's check the other corridor and
then we can gure out how to recover
her.”

Purple fog continued down the north
corridor. Turning to it, the party ran
into four skeletons, which they imme-
diately turned and forced to ee.

Moving on, they entered into a mas-
sive chamber, where all walls were
dominated by small wall crypts. Some
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were broken, but most were still
sealed. Sounds of esh thumping
against stone could be heard coming
from within many of them.

“This must be the source of our skele-
tons...”

The party followed the right wall for
a brief moment. They encountered
an archway leading into a narrow tun-
nel, barely three feet wide. Forming a
single le, they marched on.

“What...”

Three wide stairs led to an dais atop
which an altar depicting pulsating a
person laying down before the red sun
glowed gently. Dais had a large red
sun painted on it.

Tarkus took a step towards it.

His mind was vacated, and he found
himself in a vast black space, a disem-
bodied entity oating around.

An endless mass of men laid pros-
trated facing an impossibly large,
blood-red sun.

Tarkus felt the urge to join them.

He stepped off the stairs and informed
the party to move on.

Ten feet wide archway to the north led
down another corridor. This one was
suf ciently wide to resume in their
standard marching order.

It was a long corridor. More wor-
ryingly, the further they went, the
deeper they went into the fog. Was it
a descent?

“Look ahead!”

A plated gure blocked their way. It
raised its greatsword and marched to-
wards the party. The warriors clashed
against it, barely evading the swing of
sharpened steel slab. Clerics' attempts
at turning had proven most impotent.

Darius cast Light on the creature's
great-helm, turning it into a ferocious
lighthouse. The plated warrior roared
and smashed it sword against the
ground, creating tremendous noise.
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“Behind!”

A horde of skeletons stretching as far
as the light blocked their retreat. Cler-
ics had to turn around and face their
unrelenting assault.

Skeletons were easy to parry and
block. But there was something at-
tacking them below knees; something
in the mist! They could feel some-
thing ramming them, followed by
burning sensation.

Warriors quickly nished the light-

house, and then swapped with the
clerics. Whilst moving forward, they
stomped heavily, crushing whatever
might've been in the fog.

Through superior tactics, armour, and
long reaching weapons, the party
fought their way back, smashing a
great deal of skeletons.

“How about we head back?”

“The last person is surely in the nal
room. Right?”

“Let's get back, rest, and then we re-
turn.”

And so the party backtracked into the

red sun room, then down a narrow

corridor—which was not the same

as the one they came in through—
and then ran straight into a gibbering

ghost which made some of them lose
their minds.

From then on it was an insane urry
of activity. First they chased the
screaming ghost, only to nd their
weapons cut straight through its incor-
poreal form. Then they heard numer-
ous sounds of stone seals breaking.
Then they turned on each other, try-
ing to subdue that one guy who still
wanted to ght. And then an army of
undead appeared at the edges of their
light. So they all sprinted towards the
exit.

“We will bury the dead in Midway!”
they said to Wershaw, panting. “And
return to seek others a bit later!”

Beorg had a slightly saddened facial
expression.
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“We will continue to explore this crypt,
but my heart is no longer in it. |
thought | would be slaying dragons
and performing feats of derring-do
such as the bards sing of.
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Instead, 1 nd myself killing those
who have already been killed before.”

Such were the thoughts of Beorg the
Gravedigger.
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Will the party ever recover Dardabus
and Mavaid?

Or will they let them rot in the ancient
crypt?

Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 93

Adventurers

Tarkus the Promising , cleric level 2
Follower of Bachontoi, God of Red
Wisdom.

Beorg the Gravedigger, ghter level
2. Inspired to adventure after burying
several adventurers.

Hagar the Hewer , dwarf level 4 Imag-
ine Conan as dwarf.

Ambros, cleric level 4 Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Bob the Dwarf, dwarf level 2 Midget
with big beard in search of an adven-
ture.

Pandora, thief level 2 Seeking to
build a new life.

Sweetrain 1st, Airday

Having completely recovered from

coming back to life, Hagar led the

party consisting of himself, Ambros,
Bob the Dwarf, and Pandora to Mid-
way. There they were to meet with

Tarkus and Beorg, and proceed back
to the crypt they cracked open a
month or so ago.

But something else weighted heavy
on Hagar's mind. As he was resting in
the adventurers' townhouse in Hara,
he received slightly disturbing letter

from Zenon:

Dear Hagar the Hewer,

rst, I'd like to extend my
sincere congratulations for
another chance at life. It
isn't often that our Lady of
the Sea grants her immense
gift to us.

Secondly, | have to share
with great regret, but lit-
tle surprise, that such a
chance did not go unno-
ticed by people of Hara. We
have accepted no less than
seven, yes, seven, different
contracts to restore you to
your previous state.

Thirdly, as you know from
our previous interaction,
by the decree of our Holy
Queen, everyone is given a
chance to buy back their
life. Rest assured that even
just one of the rumoured
mithral bars you might
have will be suf cient to
ensure none of my people
come close to you.

With love,

Zenon Coke

Headmaster of the Assas-
sins' Guild

Hagar dealt with Zenon before and

was well aware that these were no
idle threats. He also knew that Mas-
ter Assassin is a man of word, and if
he was paid as negotiated, then he
would be safe. Either way, adven-
turers met in Midway, donated 100

gold coins to families of deceased lo-
cals who went into the crypt after the

party, and then went to seek the re-
maining two corpses.

In reality, the party operated under
the assumption that this was actu-
ally the crypt of “wrongfully impris-
oned king” that spoke to Mavis the
Magni cent in her dream. If that is
true, and they managed to release
him, then one third of Hagar's revival
debt would've been repaid.

And so, on this sunny day, the adven-
tures returned to the crypt.

Tarkus and Beorg took the lead, since
they were the ones who delved fur-
thest. They went into the antecham-
ber with purple-re and eight plun-
dered sarcophagi, turned left into the
chamber covered with ancient parch-
ment, then north into the chamber
with three dozen altars, then right
into the round chamber with fog-
spitting well.

From there they went left, and into

the large chamber with countless wall
crypts, then right through narrow cor-

ridor, and then left—giving the Red

Sun altar a wide berth—into the wider

corridor where they were opposed by
an undead knight. Two dwarves con-
rmed what Tarkus and Beorg theo-
rised about in the last expedition: the

oor sloped down.

Onwards they inched for half an hour
before reaching a junction. Up ahead
were obsidian black double doors.
They were sucking in the purple fog.
To the right were marble white doors.
They were repulsing the purple fog,
keeping it at bay some ve feet. Stairs
leading up were to the left.

Inspecting doors led up to a whole
bunch of nothing. Listening checks re-
vealed nothing. Pulling and pushing
on the doors made no difference. And
the dwarves really tried!

“We need a Magic-User with Knock!”
Tarkus the Wise announced.

“Let's check the stairs.”

Oh, what a sight!
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Going up, the party found themselves
on a twenty feet wide landing, open-
ing up in a long corridor—swinging
pendulums and scythes as far as the
eye can see! Observing them revealed
pattern to the madness.

One by one, adventurers slowly ad-
vanced.

Step. Stop. Step. Stop. Duck. Step.

Stop. Jump. Duck. Step. Stop.
And so it went for an hour!

Adventurers made it to the other side

intact. There they were welcomed
by another landing, and stone doors,
similar to the ones they've opened ear-
lier in the crypt. The dwarves forced

them open. Corridor turned and then

opened up in a large room with a nar-
row bridge going into darkness.

The “bridge” were simple stone slabs
standing on equidistantly spaced
columns. Floor looked to be some ten
feet below. It had a weird shimmer to

it. Ten feet pole was used to touch it.
It sizzled and melted away.

‘A transparent pool of acid!”

“The bridge looks unreliable. How
about we hammer some iron pitons to
the side of the wall and then stretch
the rope to the other side? Then we
can shimmy across.”

Pandora, whom was both the light-
est and least armoured, agreed with
the plan. Bob handed her over the
Wolfhammer, and others gave her
rope. The thief carefully moved for-
ward for around seventy feet. Then
the bridge turned right for another

twenty feet, terminating at the wall.

Master Thief she is, Pandora found
the poorly concealed stone doors. She
forced them open, and the doors
slammed shut behind her.

Everybody on the other side exhaled.

Hagar ran over the bridge, followed
by Ambros. In addition to having
some meat on the bones, both were
also wearing metal armour.
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Dwarf heard the stone pillar let out
a little cry before snapping. This
gave him suf cient time to jump and

throw himself on intact portion of the

bridge.

Ambros had no such luck. As the col-
umn underneath him collapsed, the
cleric lost footing and fell straight into
the acid bath. He felt his skin slowly
bubbling.

Using the remains of his ten-foot pole,
he pushed himself upwards to avoid
submersion. But his chainshirt was
pulling him down. ..

Hagar and Bob grabbed the rope, each
on opposing side, and begun to shake
it up and down, hoping to lower it
enough for Ambros to grab it.

The cleric found himself in a world
of pain as he desperately reached up-
wards, again and again. The ledge
was mere ve feet above him...

Snap!

His wooden pole gave in, and Ambros
sunk like a sack of rocks. Unwilling to
go down so easily, he endured and
pushed off the ground with all his

might. By now the acid has eaten into
his chain links, allowing him to shed

the armour.

Tarkus jumped forward, landing on
his belly. He pushed forth his polearm,
yelling “Grab!”

Ambros broke the surface, and man-
aged to grab the falling polearm.
Then he sunk into the liquid, oriented
the polearm upwards, used the blunt
side to vault himself up, and then
swung the hook side just above the
rope—his nal attempt at life!

Success! He hooked the rope, and
climbed up the polearm. Tarkus

grabbed his arms, and pulled him to

safety. The cleric was badly burnt, but

alive.
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Hagar had to drop the rope, and jump
once more as bridge continued to col-
lapse. Landing with a thud only made
things worse, and another column
broke down. Again, the dwarf was
quick enough to jump onwards, land-
ing on the solid portion hanging in
front of the secret doors.

Holding the rope, he forced the doors
open. Then he tensed the rope hard
enough so it formed a straight line
from the pitons to behind the closed
stone doors. Now the rope was taut
enough for adventurers to cross the
acid pool, one by one.

Whilst this was happening, Pandora
explored narrow passageways she
found herself in. Dead ends, corri-
dors going in circles, weird twists and
turns. .. Half an hour later she heard
noises and Hagar shouting.

Once the party was reunited they ex-
plored the labyrinthine corridors. It
took them an hour or longer, dif cult
to say, but torches were counted, be-
fore they stumbled upon gilded dou-
ble doors. Plague next to them read:

Here lies king thrice cursed
for treason, torpor, and
triviality

Hagar took the lead, and opened the
doors.

The air was stale, and thick layer of
dust undisturbed for centuries caked
everything.

“l enter here King, to release you of
your curse! So | have been sent by the
High Priestess of Poseidon himself!”

Dwarf loudly announced.
Silence.

Right wall was lined by four sizeable
stone sarcophagi.

Left side of the chamber was elevated,
with broad stairs leading to it. Atop it,
on a dais, rested a magni cent stone
sarcophagus, fteen feet long and ten
feet wide. It was adorned by splendid
motifs and plenty of gilded lining.
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Everyone but Tarkus and Beorg
climbed the stairs and begun inves-
tigating the gilded tomb. The duo

opted to stand on stairs and watch
guard. They faced four stone sar-
cophagi and the doors. You never
know where the danger might come

from!

Hagar repeated himself, only to be
countered with silence once more.
Ambros explored the tomb, nding
nothing much. Pandora couldn't nd
any way to open the tomb—it was
sealed, and would most likely have to
be broken open.

Bob, thin on patience, knocked on the
tomb and asked

“Hello, anybody home?”

The tomb exploded open, hitting all
around it with debris.

Huge skeleton wearing gold crown
and necklace emerged. It swung
a large two-handed battle axe with
amazing ease.

“We are here to help-" Hagar's word
fell on deaf ears, as attested by the
skeleton king attempting to cleave
him in half.

Beorg ran up and joined the fray.
Skeleton king swung all around, hit-
ting many adventurers every round.
Hagar the Hewer got hit, thrice, but
took it all like a champ.
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Ambros, the unarmoured tried to turn
the king. It did not work. Bob and
Pandora's attack attempts were fail-
ures at best.

“Watch!”

Two stone sarcophagi broke open, and
a heavily armoured gure exited each.
Tarkus took a stand in the center of
stairs, preventing their advance. Un-
dead guards swung with great might,
but failed to strike the cleric. Remain-
ing two tombs exploded as well, and
two new guardians joined the fray.

nAgh_u

Bob was sent to the ground by the
relentless king. Hagar bled, but con-
sistently chipped away portions of the
undead monarch. Beorg rarely hit,
but whenever his poleaxe connected
it did good damage. Pandora was split
in half, top to bottom; dead on the
spot. Ambros retreated, for he had no
armour and no weapon to ght.

He jumped off the balcony and on the
oor. Then he snuck up to the south-
ernmost broken tomb and searched
it for weapons. Alas, only pieces of
the stone lid! Would he dare to use it
against the raging undead?

“Bachontoi, give me wisdom!”

Tarkus parried and blocked; dodged
and evaded; swung back and coun-
tered. Little did he know Bachontoi
already gave him wisdom.

In next issue
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How else would Tarkus know which
exact spot to choose to prevent the
advance of four undead guards? Now
it was up to the cleric to hold them
back.

As his fellow adventurers fought the

king, Tarkus checked the advance of
king's guard. Ambros jumped from be-
hind one of the guards' broken tomb,

and yelled holy words. Much to his

and Tarkus's joy, two of the guards
cowered and turned to retreat.

Alas, joy was short-lived, for one of
the guards' strikes passed through
Tarkus's defence. It drove the sword
deep into the cleric. Tarkus stepped
back, still de ant, but half-way to his
doom.

With Pandora and Bob down, Hagar

and Beorg faced the king's rage alone.
The skeleton swung its battleaxe. The
duo ducked and dodged. Finally, Ha-
gar drove his magic spear through the

skeleton's eye socket. The king let out
a voiceless yowl and crumbled to dust.
His guards followed suit, leaving noth-

ing but empty armour behind.

As the dust settled, clerics adminis-
tered healing spells. In the rubble of
king's tomb, Hagar noticed a set of
stairs leading down. ..

Salvation of the thrice cursed king.
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THE
PHOENIX

honour or a great misfortune to come up with a
BUILDING MY LEGACY: More about question it cannot answer.
the City

As an example, here is Question Four Hundred
Here are a few things | have told the players and Sixty Eight
about Aegis the City.

i+< &%$1-7 <28 -867 0%*,& 7+(
It is currently Year of the City 5025 and Year INFORMATION INTO OUR MINDS?
903 of the Ninth Expansion.

This would in fact be possible. | could copy the

There is now a policy of forbidding immigration spells, the theory and the practices | know

to the City since the Ninth Expansion. The
border and custom guards like to push the limits
of their powers.

The Institute replaced the old Mages Guild
which fell apart in scandal during the Eight
Expansion. It has expanded from the old Mages
Quarter to take over a large part of the buildings
on the other side of the road in the Third
Expanion, including some rather posh town
houses that now form residences for students.

The Institute has a book called THE BOOK OF
TEN THOUSAND STUPID QUESTIONS
which will turn to the answer of a question
spoken to it. It is considered either a great

directly into your brain. However, you would not
in any real sense exist any longer. You cannot
separate items of knowledge from the matrix of
memory and of personality. Consider those of
you who play sports for example. Can you take
the knowledge of how to play the game from the
places and times where you learned the needed
skills? Can you sift out your memories of the
games you won and loss, your opponents and
team-mates? To transfer such skills to another

SHUVRQYY EUDLQ ZRXOG ULVN RYHL

of their identity with yours. Magnificent though
the thought of an entire classroom of copies of
me might be it would not answer the needs of the
Institute.
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and a slave in Vostor's family since he was
five. Sent to keep an eye on the Young Master

1 THE PLAIN PEOPLE OF E&E: No prize for guessing 2 The day long session my Wednesday group
whose character that was? ME: None at all. organises to compensate for the horror of not
gaming at Christmas and New Year.



and not let him put his foot in the politics. Too
late for that, as it turns out.

TENATOS: The dodgy second hand goods
dealer from across the way.

FALERIA AGGARIA: The beautiful Red-
Haired daughter of their landlord, the Senator.

KRISHNAN: The Illluminated gentleman who
lives on the fifth floor.

UREUS THE VALUED: A male trollkin rent
collector.

DORL: A female trollkin kitchen maid.

Various neighbours, little old ladies and shady
fellows with clubs and swords.

LOVE AMONG THE TROLLKIN 3

Graham had been away the previous week so |
abstracted a quick side adventure for Vostor. He
had been approached by the dodgy furniture
seller from across the way.

TENATOS: | notice the high ranking officer of
the Grey Guards is hanging around your place a
lot. Is he likely to be doing that for the near
future? I'm asking for a friend.

VOSTOR: What's in it for me?

TENATOS: | know you're a gentleman who
likes a bit of... action.

VOSTOR : | do!

TENATOS: | may be able to you to places
around the city where you can get a little action.
VOSTOR: Yes, he'slikely to be hanging
around.

TENATOS: | shall make appropriate
arrangements then.

They arranged for Vostor to pass messages via
the furniture store on the ground floor and his
wife Mammela

313 August 2025 My Birthday!
4 Meaning Chief Overseer Pharnastes

In return Vostor received a primer on illegal and
exciting gambling opportunities in capital, from
dice games to bear baiting and illegal chariot
chasing in the streets. He went to it with a
Passion.

GM: Some people try to keep their problem
under control

GRAHAM: It's not a problem while I've got the
money

DRAK: It's not a problem till he starts losing.

Which he didn't. The rest of them didn't see him
until the next morning. Their officer had taken
himself off to battle the hordes of the
Bureaucracy with a muttered "Don't get
yourselves into too much trouble™ after which
Vostor rolled in, clearly having had a good night
out. He wasn't sure how he ended up in the bed
he ended up in but he was happy about it.

When he turned up Vishi was serving the others
breakfast.

JARATHIR: What is the porridge of the day,
Vishi?

VISHI: Oat and barley, sir. | trust you had a
good day master?

KEANUS | hope you appreciate your
manservant?

VOSTOR: You want to appreciate him, go

right ahead.

VISHI: If I might suggest sir, you are in need of
a shave. There are no more mentions in the news
or the announcemefitsf anything to do with

the events in the south. Nor the rumoured events
in the East. But | noted that the forthcoming
events which were scheduling the Emperor's
Succession Day Parade for this week are now
scheuding it for next week.

JARATHIR Can't rush the Emperor.

VISHI: | should probably mention that the lady
across the way is still upset that her grandfather
seems to have vanished.

KEANUS Wasn't us.

JARATHIR: That wasn't what you said to us.
There was nothing about him going missing.

> News is in official writing posted daily on the walls.
Announcements are made by public criers on street
corners.



VISHI: Ah, well he did not return yesterday.
She is worrying about him. | did remark, sir, that
| saw him yesterday morning...

VOSTOR: Who's been missing for several

days...
VISHI: No sir.
VOSTOR: I'm confused.

VISHI: Yes sir. You are. Well spotted. He was
last seen by me in the company of the
illuminated gentleman who lives on the fifth
floor. They were walking arm in arm and when
he spotted the police gentleman coming into the
building he skedaddled sir.

VOSTOR: Ah, skedaddled.

JARATHIR It seems that everybody wants to
avoid the police chap except us.

They briefed Vostor on their Temple-of-Love-
Invading and Slaying-of-Chaos-Creatures
session while he was away. He just said that he
had a good night and they would probably feel
disgusted by more details.

At which point Vishi announced a visitor, the
Senator's daughter Faleria Aggaria

VOSTOR: He's not in(Meaning Eshan the
officer)

FALERIA AGGARIA :
available?

VOSTOR : Could you clarify?

JARATHIR We're under instruction not to get
into too much trouble...

FALERIA : Well, if you could possibly help

me, I'd be willing to pay money.

SANDENE If we didn't help her our boss might
be a bit upset.

Damn. Are you

She explained that Ureus the Valued, the trollkin
'rent collection officer' who had handled their
getting settled in this nice (if crowded) room had
vanished. He had failed to turn up to a meeting
at my father's estate. He was a free trollkin
(which surprised Jarathir) and trusted by the
Senator to handle his business. "A perfectly
responsible civilized person,” she called him
which made his absence all the more worrying.

VOSTOR : Is he anybody's grandfather?
FALERIA : (Puzzled)As far as | know he's

never mated. | have been round to his office in
one of our other buildings. It has been left in
disorder.

She had not approached the Guard in this matter.
"Everything in the capital is controlled by some
faction or other. The Guard has an agenda,
usually that of the Danfive Xaron cult. Which is
not my father's agenda. My father is a Senator, a
person of importance. | would call my father in:
he is a sagacious person. But there currently
debates in the Senate about how to advise the
Emperor about recent developments and he is
not likely to be free for some time."

Hence her need for someone to find the missing
rent collector and if possible, retrieve him. He
lived above his office. She hadn't looked there:
she didn't have keys.

FALERIA: 1 will pay each of you one gold
Wheel for the investigation and another one for
the successful recovery of our associate.
VOSTOR: You see: you're enthusiastic now.
FALERIA: 1think you'll find he's boggled.
JARATHIR I'm still getting used to how
money is treated in the capital.

FALERIA: You mustn't take me as any sort of
guide. My family is of Senatorial rank and filthy
rich.

FALERIA: Do you understand the word
‘confidential? 'Discretion'?

VOSTOR: | understand them. It's the officer
you need to worry about.

They debunked to another insula, also owned by
her family.

FALERIA: All of this street and that one over
there were part of our farmlands when we were
farmers and the Goddess was establishing the
city.

There was an office on the ground floor
belonging to Ureus The Valued. The lock had
been. Inside the office, scrolls and ledgers were
piled up on the walls. And also pulled off their
piles and scattered on the floor.

VOSTOR: None of us can read.



JARATHIR Speak for yourself. I'm quite
happy with the officer believing | can't.

FALERIA: The scrolls are mostly contracts.
The ledgers are records of rent paid, going back
decades.

Jarathir was surprised that he lived that long
though he admitted he only assumed that about
the lifespan of trollkin because they were so
small. Faleria pointed out that the Mostali were
small and could live forever.

There was no sign of a struggle but plenty of

sign of someone messily searching through the
desk and the ledgers. Books and scrolls had been
pulled down from shelves and left lying on the
floor.

They searched the office and Sandene was the
one who found an envelope lying on the ground.
It had a wax seal which had been broken. Faleria
looked at the seal and turned slightly pale. "Why
are they getting involved? That is the seal of the
Eel-Aariash clan. My father is a powerful person
but not as powerful as the Eel-Aariash." Several
of the group recognised the clan name of the
Lunar Heroine Jar-Eel The Razoress, a demi-
goddess who had a great deal to do with the
expansion of the Empire in the past hundred
years.

GM: You may have seen her in the distance as
she passed through Dragon Pass on her way to
slaughter barbarians.

GRAHAM: Glad I'm not a barbarian.

The letter was addressed to Ureus but there was
no letter within. Faleria didn't recognise the
handwriting.

Vostor looked around and checked the stove.
There was a pot on top of it, still slightly warm
of some sort of tea. The stove itself was slightly
warm but there was no sign of a burnt letter.

There was a set of stairs inside the office which
led up to the apartment on the floor above:
Jarathir went up to the top of the steps that led to
his living quarters. The door was locked and
there was no response to a knock.

They decided to climb up to the balcony of the
living quarters via the front of the building. The
few curious stares were assuaged by the
landlord's daughter saying: "Nothing to be
alarmed about. It's just a survey."

Sandene got a hoist up to the balcony from
Jarathir and found that there was no key on the
inside of the apartment. Jarathir came up when a
rope was lowered to him.

The room had not been ransacked. It looked like
it had been slept in recently. There were a pair of
bowls showing the remnants of some gruel with
raisins in it. The bed was new compared to the
rest of the furnishings and larger than one person
would need.

Faleria disavowed any knowledge of a wife or
other bed companion. There was a small shrine

in one corner to Deezola, the member of the
Seven Mothers most associated with Darkness.
There was no sign of the letter that had come in
the sealed envelope but there were several letters
in a drawer. No envelopes but they were written
in Darktongue. No one in the group could read
that but Faleria thought it might be the same

hand as on the envelope.

There were no personal items to indicate a
second person was living the(&M: What
would a trollkin's toothbrush look like?Jhere
were two towels(PUM: It's normally one towel
per regiment.)

They then decided to try to Charm information
out of the neighbours. None of them were nearly
as good at that as the Officer.

RANDOM NEIGHBOUR: Yes, I've seen him
about. Charming little fella if a bit strict with the
rent.

One of the more gossipy ladies said that she had
seen him with another trollkin. She thought it
was a girl trollkin but said it was a little difficult

to tell. "She was dressed up pretty fine. She
spent a few days here which is overnight for
them. She wasn't here the past couple of days
that | noticed."



She allowed she heard someone moving things
around in the office last night. "I didn't like to
complain. Just before dawn it was."

Vostor said that the letter could have been
anything that caused him to leave, taking the
letter with him. A breakup note, a kidnapper's
threat...

Checking the interior of the office again they
found marks that indicated that whoever had
pulled the books and scrolls down from the
shelves had claws. Which indicated that
someone other than Ureas (who had small and
rather puny claws) had done it.

Dark Trolls had larger claws. It could be a troll.

Asked about the Eel-Aariash having any
relationship with trolls, Faleria averred that there
was none she had heard of. Most of their
political capital was involved with Sor-Eel being
Governor of Prax and ruler of Pavis.

When it was pointed out that Sor-Eel might have
acquired a female trollking slave out there in the
wilds of Prax, Faleria said she would see what
she could find out.

"Go and get yourselves something for lunch.
You've done a good morning's work."

And after lunch she returned to them.

FALERIA: | met up with my great-aunt. And
that is a sacrifice for a valued retainer. She says,
yes the Eel-Aarish have a trollkin kitchen maid.
« Ureus has a lot of knowledge of my family. |
suspect that someone is trying to extract it now.
VOSTOR: Forgive my ignorance...

FALERIA: | constantly do.

VOSTOR: If you had a kitchen maid and a
bunch of people from the army wanted to
interview them how would you react? Because
I'm absolutely certain us turning up, banging on
the door and asking for an interview....
JARATHIR My lady this is very much not our
area of expertise. We could storm their house
and kidnap the kitchen maid. Not necesarily the
best solution.

She conceded the point.

SANDENE We were asked not to get ourselves
into trouble.

JARATHIR Too much trouble was the specific
wording.

KEANUS Laying siege to a noble house...
VOSTOR: Four of us?

She conceded the point again and reminded
them the Eel-Aariash had a demi-goddess in the
family.

Jarathir proposed going and asking the
neighbours if they had seen a male trollkin in the
area, perhaps calling on someone in the Eel-
Aariash estate.

There were people in the area with nothing
better than to do than chatter to them. There was
a little old lady, full of gossip, more than willing

to tell them all the hot-goss about her super posh
neighbours including the time Jar-Eel split an
intruder in two.

She had indeed seen a trollkin servant who went
out in a buggy with another servant to shop at
the Night Market in the City. She hadn't seen
another trollkin in the area. "Polite little thing."

There was some disrespect towards the GM
when he mentioned the illustration of a female
trollkin in a bonnet on a cart he had somewhere.

GRAHAM: Mike, you don't have to mention
everything that goes through your head.

DRAK: Pollyana trollkin, sounds like a pin-up to
me.

ALAN: "Little Troll on the Prarie"

LITTLE OLD LADY : She comes out most
evenings and heads into town.

They resolved to approach her at sunset.

They met up with her at the Night Market,
believing that stopping the buggy might cause
offence to her owners/employers. Vostor proved
to have unexpected reserves of Charm which
extended even to trollkin. Her name turned out



to be Dorl. (I have no idea where that came
from.)

DORL : Ureus. Yes | know him.

JARATHIR When did you last see him?
DORL : Not last night. Not the night before that.
The night before that.

JARATHIR You wouldn't know where he
might have gone if he had gone missing?
DORL: What?!! He's gone missing?
VOSTOR : DId you send him a letter last
night?

DORL : No. I have sent him letters in the past.
JARATHIR Do you use the house seal when
you send them?

They showed her the envelope

DORL: 1 use that sort of envelope. | wouldn't
dream of using the House seal.

JARATHIR s that your writing?

DORL: No. That's troll writing. But it's not my
writing.

SANDENE Would Ureus come to your aid if

he thought you were in trouble?

DORL: (She went a darker shade of grey which
seemed to be a blushWe are fond of each

other.

They asked her if they could send her a message
once they had found Ureas. They could, she
said, hand a message in at the gatehouse to the
estate.

Asked if she had noticed anything strange or
strained in his behavidushe said "Oh. | said
there was no troll in our household. There was a
troll working for the engineers repairing the
fountain in my lord's garden. He seemed very
friendly. He did not treat me the way trollkin are
normally treated by trolls. He didn't look at me
as if he wanted to eat me. We chatted about how
different life is in the capital. | may have told

him about my relationship. | didn't mention him
by name..."

8 VOSTOR: She's probably got a better Insight: Troll
than we have. SANDENE She's probably got a better
Insight Human than we have.

VOSTOR: There are very few trollkin in the
city.

DORL: |talked about where Ureus and | met. |
may have oh dear. | may have put him in
danger.

She called over the driver and he provided the
address of the company just outside the city
walls.

When they got there, the night guard (not a troll
as it happens) confided that they used to have a
troll working for them but he didn't want to take
permanent employment. He had taken his leave
informally by not turning up for work about two
weeks ago.

His name, the guard thought, was Krug. "Or
something like that."

Jarathir was pessimistic about their chances of
finding one troll in the City.

The GM told them that he thought there was an
obvious way to proceed then announced he
would to go to the loo and told them they had till
he came back to figure out what it was. He did
not get to go to the loo until they had kvetched,
figured out what he meant and then kvetched
again.

DRAK: This is going to be one of those things
that you think are perfectly obvious but you've
never mentioned to us.

GM: Have you read the rules? Then you
potentially know this.

DRAK: If you're thinking we could pray for it
none of us has Meditation worth speaking of

Why he thought that Meditation was needed |
don't know. Drak has a tendency to assume that
things aren't going to work. | can't tell you if I've
taught him it by my GMing. By the time he'd
read the spell and noted the lack of Meditation
needed for it he'd come up with the objection
that it needed a temple to one's god to cast it in.



GM: You are a member of the cult of the Seven
Mothers. You are in the capital of the Lunar
Empire. Temples will not be a problem.

He then accused me of favouring replies to
Divination that were either ludicrously
incomprehensible or "Results are obscure: ask
again later".

It was not until then | managed to rise to my feet
(with a loud "Owww!" as my feet complained
about not having moved for an hour and a half)
and head to the loo. Their lucky my bladder
GLGQTW EXUVW

When | got back, they had (after a lot of

waffling and general conversation) accepted that
Divination was the way to go, that Yanafal
Tarnils was more likely to have a temple in
Glamour than Humakt (that being the wide
range of cults available to them) and that
"Where can we find Ureus The Valued?" was
the question that they wanted to ask.

And the answer they got was: "In the garden of
the Deceiver, in the hidden paths of illumination
that lead to Deezola's Temple."

(The last part of that may have been contradicted
by something that happened later. Or maybe it
wasn't. My memory isn't clear. We will have to
wait until | get to the recording of that session.)

JARATHIR Well, | know where that is. | have
no idea how to get there...

Then he resolved to go back to their lodgings
and talk to the Illluminate on the floor above
them, the one who had not 'skedaddled'.

The llluminate (whose name was Krishnan) was
In.

JARATHIR | have a rather strange request.
The Gardens, the Sevenfold Gardens of
Enlightenment. | know there are paths that lead
to a temple there...

KRISHNAN: There are if you know how to
find them.

7”GRAHAM: That Jason Statham in TROLLBALL

JARATHIR Do you know the secret of fnding
them?

KRISHNAN: It's a secret you have to find
within yourself but | can give you hints. You
may not be unchanged by...

JARATHIR I've been charged to find someone
and God has said that's where they are.

He came downstairs to find both the group fully
armoured and Faleria who was terrified when he
asked if she would be coming. Jarathir reassured
her and asked if she could provide a token that
would identify them to Ureas. It was a heraldic
medallion of her house.

They set off, llluminate in tow. When they got to
the park he augmented Jarathir's Meditation skill
with one of his skills, doing guided meditation.
Sort of.

It was just enough to succeed and Krishnan told
the others to hold hands and let Jarathir guide
them. (He had also just gained another percent in
his lllumination chance.)

Though it looked like they were walking through
bramble and paw-paws. Possibly poisonous
paw-paws.

Drak kvetched when | made him (as the leader)
roll Stealth for the whole party. He failed... But
then the enemy rolled 99 on their Listen roll.

They emerged into a clearing and heard the
sound of a low voice talking very menacingly
(they couldn't understand the language but the
tone communicated a lof).

In the middle of the clearing tied up to a bush,
was Ureus The Valued. Someone had been
performing improvised surgery on his toes. He
was surrounded by a whole passle of humans
and no sign of even a single troll.

The passle was not a hassle because they had the
drop on the interrogators.

The men were carrying clubs except for the
leader who was carrying a greatsword.



To summarise the fight:

The soldiers fell upon them like wolves on the
sheepfold and great was the slaugltiter.

The 'men' turned into trolls when wounded unto
death.

None of them succeeded in a DI roll at the point
of death.

Keanus was struck blind (temporarily) by a
Rune Spell.

When they untied Ureus he tried to bite them but
apologised when he realised who they were.

UREUS: Ah, the gentlemen from the fourth
floor! I'm afraid that my toes have been entirely
ruined.

The Heal spell Jarathir put in first was more use
than his attempt at using First Aid on a trollkin.

Jarathir used his Meditation (Inspired by his
Moon Rune) to open the path back to reality. His
tendency towards Illlumination increased again.
Vostor took the heads of the trolls for evidence.

JARATHIR Do you always carry a sack for
heads?
VOSTOR: It's for looting!

Sandene found some money on them. Each of
them had some sort of metallic device around
their necks, marked with the lllusion rune

amongst others. These had burst on their deaths.

They took those too. And the Great Sword
which was worth a few bob. And a bloodstained
notebook.

As they left the clearing SANDENE turned back
and saw that the grass was eating the corpses.

Faleria was delighted to see them. Ureus said

that the trolls were trying to gather information

about her. Which made Faleria thoughtful. She
looked at the amulets. "I think these are

8 GM: They're rubbish at defending this lot.

sorcerous designs from Spol. The dark Queen of
Spol appears to be interested in me. That's very,
very worrying."

She gave them their money and thanked them
again.

The notebook in Darktongue, now slightly blood
stained could be read by Ureus and it showed
notes on their investigation into him, their
draughts for the letter they sent him. They had
said that Dorl was in danger and to come to the
place where the couple had first met, which was
the park.

What puzzled them all was what they were
searching the office for.

UREUS: | hope they were bored to death.
KEANUS You know you're going to have to
work out which one is missing.

Ureus looked appalled at the thought.

| don't think we ever established what the point
of the search of the office was. | had a clear idea
of what the trolls were trying to find out for the
Dark Queen.... A hint may be found in the pages
of LIFE OF MOONSON.

GM: And that night you get another chance to
achieve lllumination. | know it's not the Sacred
Time but these things are changeable.

Jarathir did dream of the liminal space that night
but didn't at that point become llluminated.

KRISHNAN: You will learn more when you
get to the centre.

DISTRACTIONS:

MARTIN: Are you illuminated?
GM: No just slightly lit up.

| had been for a nice birthday lunch with my
brother and sister-in-law.



Whether the Empire had any equivalent of
commedia del ArteDRAK: We're bronze age

supposedly. That's medieval. GM: You're bronze

age and there are airships flying overhead.

GM: I will bear in mind your apprehension of
how things work and ignore .

Then we got onto windmills. And a diversion
onto American politics.

Penguins compared to Trolls. Trolls compared to

penguins. A cry ofekeli-li!

The sex life of Jar-Eel the Razoress and how
fatal it can be.

GRAHAM: There are two things you should
know about Jar-Eel The Razoress. The first is
that she was a character played by Greg
Stafford's girlfriend. The second is irrelevant.

Graham and | were in the first run of LIFE OF
MOONSON, a LARP | have borrowed
characters from for this campaign.

The Gloranthan Wiki's lack of attribution for
updates or indeed any way you can tell how
recently anything has been updai¢DRAK:
Orlanth is noted for throwing elephants...)

,**<.6 7+ (0( THEN THERE WAS
THE TIME  «
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story. And they fade from my memory when |
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my memory even whendo write them down.

The story | remember most from my Wednesday

night group is when Graham had his character
propose giving the Ice Dragon a child to

persuade her to stop wreaking vengeance in their

direction. This worked both at the proposal
stage, the transmogrification stage and the

conception. She remains a background character

in my Yrth games as does her offspring who is

SAWWY} ~ W /SFZREBEEG Y JUPZE Jov[§ ]&M dD Z/',dX D W }upo X
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half-demon half-sister.

The story about my Monday night group is when

they solved a difficulty with the DRACULA

DOSSIER by carefully copying the original

manuscript of the novel and then destroying it

which (I decided) destroyed the enchantment

that was convincing people that the whole affair

ZDV MXVW DQ ,ULVK VWDJH PDQDJH

So, on the evidence of these two examples the
best way to stick something in my memory is to
do something that changes the course of the
campaign and gives me lots of new ideas about
what | can do with the world.

COMMENTARIAT ON E&A 6

CLARK B. TIMMINS: ,I9YH UHFHQWO\ SLFN
up a map-making game called POLIS by Joshua
Fox that builds up the history and current stare
RI D FLW\ ,Y00 JLYH LW D UHYLHZ I
anyone to play it with. // | think Aegis probably
has no graveyards. Bodies can always be
catapulted into the All Consuming Dust outside
the walls. Some families cremate their dead and
recycle the cremains in gardens and orchards. //
Ah, population! Working out something
convincing for my most unlikely city is going to
be a strain. // Ah, essences and substances and
where they proceed from. In an effort not to
introduce a mind bending conundrum like the
Trinity, the Six of A |s are all individuals
iy Wi indho oM the les tha
humans Iay in a typical family structure. It is
\me (just now: it may become clear
later) whether they emerged from the collapse of
the world which they are working on saving
from the Dust, or are quillipoth surviving from
the previous cycle. // Thank you for the help in
getting my own ideas lined up.

MYLES COCORAN: , FDQMTW GHFLGH LI , K

M3HRSOH &XOWXUHY PRUH RU OHV
S5VRXUFHVY +5 RU 3 &« +PP :KDW 7
ZURQJ ZLWK p3HUVRQQHOT" 7KH C

vio 8§ 3 u v

}v e C]JVPW /[D EKd Z'hE/'W /[D :h"d nydl truthE *



campaign that Jenny requested fell apart after
one session. | think the fault was mine: |
managed to run the introductory scenario with
the blessed cheesemakers with the Wednesday
night group but got a TPK twice in one scenario
when | tried it with the people it was intended
for. | think my inability to absorb new game
systems may partly be blamed and partly my
LQDELOLW\ WR VFDOH WR WKH
looking for a better substitute system and setting
for three people. // And yes, the encumbrance
system was fiddly even when seated around a
table. We kept running into things we had to
improvises counters for to make matters worse.
/IRYCT Erika Frank: | think I identify most with

a sedentary middle aged dragon sitting on his
hoard. Scarlet, the longest running dragon NPC
in my Yrth games is probably an authorial self-
insert, with an added sex life, a piece of pure

when | transfer it from oTranscribao Word

DQG , WDNH RXW ZKDW GRHVQYW OF
IXQQ\ LQ WKH FROG OLJKW RI GD\ ,
UDPEOLQJ VHQWHQFHY DQG UHPRY}
doing my best to make my players look good

DQG WDNH RXW WKH SRLQWYV ZKHUF
much.

JOHN QEDBEN:P IMOMWISE GBARIR Z

LARPing? Oh my ears and whiskers! The

costuming opportunities! Are there pictures?

RYCTMe: 7KLQJ LV LQ SUDFWLFH , GF
GURPS too complex. | have got down pat the

practice of focussing on just the core mechanics

the game is going to need when laying things out

IRU SOD\HUV LQ WKH QHZ JDPH LW
rules) and let the rest of the system just lie in the
background until needed. But newbies (if | ever

see such mythical beasts) tend to be frightened

ZLVK IXOILOPHQW IDQWDV\ 3H WfitHe Sompréxty WHEXGD. G nFURVY WUDLQLC

possible IgThemewhat fantasy or sf
species do you think of yourself as? // | think

come from?

L$QG DOWR] IKEXNOG EHFRPH WK KPABRIBEURPRIRIG H | use Bookman Old
PXVW EH GHVWURRHYIG T RI RXU Wplyle fpr section titles and contributor names

PATRICK RILEY: A Columbo model for
BRINDLEWOOD BAY or something like it
creates pre-game prep for the GM something |
like to keep to a minimum. But | could see
someone coming up with a game on that basis. //
RYCT Joshua Kronengold: | really

enjoyed Niven back in the day but in the harsh
light of the current day I find his political and
social values nearly as disturbing as | found

because | like a bit of a fancy flourish and Times

New Roman for the bulk of the text. Both at size
7TKDWYTV ZKDW , ILQG HDVLHVW W

willing to take guidance if anyone finds what

TP GRLQJ VWUDLQV WKHLU H\HV RL

want to start my contribution. | do agree that

HISHFWLQJ UHDGDELOLW\ RQ D SKR

optimistic. | will read Kindle books on my

phone but that provides software to adjust font

“HUU\ 3RXUQHOOHTV DW WKH wsize gnd layouijpiheaitigylasdercs. R |

unassigned points to put into skills you suddenly
discover are vital is a good idea but even the
most improvisational and seat of the pants
character generation (which | think was one of

LISA PADOL: RYCT ROGER
BELL_WEST: Ah, you are the sort of player
to make an aging GURPS G#heart beat

WKH RSWLRQV LQ +(5248(67 Q Haster/Uniprunatsly, 4 hayve g pack of

character has XXX as their central defining
WUDLW ~

ATTRONARCH: RYCT Avram Grumer:

experienced know-it-alls. RYCT ERICA L.
FRANK: | think an rpg based on any Chalker
book but especially THE WELL OF SOULS
sequence would need a structure something like

5H UHSRUWLQJ SOD\HUVY GL DOFRGHPRE PHASE . Werepyour characters have a
GHOLEHUDWHO\ GRQTW , KH D ucgse ekt that rhanges dedy with thg flick of a
GLDORJXH DQG ZKHQ LWV UHDWish 9Rerusse, piy Ehalg game runs into
GRQTW WDON RYHU RQH DQRW K33u¢gs of mx ggnsensug) mental ehapges as well.

initial writeup. And then | go through it again

10'Which I think Lisa put me onto. Thanks Lisa!

I/ RYCT Me: It was indeed the Dragonrise
seen from hundreds of kilometres away. // On



help for getting the Telluric stuff out of the mix.
No, | fin good. If | ever run it again | will know
where | have to be careful offltrip over it. |

think editing the text of DRACULA
UNREDACTED might be a bit of complication
which would be ideal but not practicalR¥YCT
PATRICK RILEY: | wonder if there§ an
igTheme in What To Do When They Kill The

Big Boss. My best answer is: Their Deputy
Takes Over And Is Even WordeYCT

Avram Grumer:  Does a generalised
Perception skill (rather than distinct abilities for
sight, hearing and all the rest) better reflect super
detectives like Holmes? | sort of feel it does.

You can still have pluses and minuses for
particular senses: GURPS does this easily. Is
there are reason for d100/BRP based systems to
be different here?

ROGER BELL_WEST: Re Jitsi et al. | really
appreciate the simple reliability of this. The only
disadvantage (and the only reason | miss having
access to Zoom which we used to use on Rob
Club account and Debor&hwork account) is

the automatic recording. | couldmanage the
splicing you do for our podcast recordings let
alone the prospect of doing it with five or six
voices. | have a second monitor which |
normally only power up whenth GMing but it
does make searching game rules easier. NOTE
TO SELF: Use it more. // Re Convention GMs:
Yes, you are picky. So am | if not to the same
extent. | have an unreliable mental list of GMs
who | donfwant to spend more time with, thank
you. But | am still willing to invest a few hours
trying a game of a systenffé been interested

in. RYCT : JIM VASSILAKOQOS:

EMPIRE OF THE PETAL THRONE and

HARN turned plignment specific languag&s

into gecret languages used by certain temfles
in 1975 and 1983. Yoff think DnD would have
given up on the idea by now.

MARK A WILSON: Congratulations on the
new job! May you prosper. // Is that John
Barrowman$ Mick Jagger impersonation?

Ldww} "~ W, [ v *S]sd JmMPAZ]e v}
DICTIONARY OF CHIVALRY by Grant Uden which he
picked up on the recommendation of the Blessed

MATT STEVENS: Your tale of 7% level

DnD reminds of the time back in the early
eighties | passed by a table at the local games
club and overheard the teenaged GM addressing
his players:3All right, last week you killed

Satan. What do you want to do now?

JIM ECKMAN: s the planetary motto of
Baden-PowellBe Prepared There$

something to be said for starting the description
of a planet with what their culture is based on
rather than how many moons it has and what its
atmosphere is like.

BRIAN C MISIASZEK: Congratulation to
Lauren and best wishes and hope for Sadie.

JOSHUA KRONENGOLD: Good luck

finding a new employer who will appreciate

your True Worth! //A new (to me) Shaenon
Garrity comic? Oooh! Thank you! // You do
seem to get a weirder variety of cons in the US.
However, | bet some of the Scandinavian cons
are even weirdeRYCT Mark Nemeth:

Have you ever come across a good story reason
for the PCs to have healing magic (or some other
advantage) and the opposition to have none?
Because the good gods whheal the evil
people« . " Weill, that works but | think it has
unpleasant undertonédRYCT Me: Both
EVERWAY and AMBER werefEM-
interpretatiorfheavy but | felt EVERWAY gave
the GM more to work with. // Sandre§e
Sleeplessness is something she acquired from
her cult. It makes very little difference but made
the character more defined. | might have pushed
against it in the Magical College game. They
already have numerous ways to get a better than
average education. // The Event is the Dragon
Rise, long written about as a future event in
KING OF SARTAR and now in the past of the
current main campaign. KING OF DRAGON
PASS is about the Founding of Sartar.

MY LAST WORD IS: BARMKIN. May
you always have one to take refuge
in when the Reivers come. 1

ng A l[¢}vX dZ & [+ 0]l oC §}
§Z]*U A [E AME\] pd3tgpn&
commenting on Plankwell till next time, | think

0}S ulE
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$Q 8QORRNHG )RU =LQH

&RS\ULJKW /LVD 3DGRO
/LVD 3DGRO QG 6WUHHW $SW *' :RRGVLGHDAR FXUUHQWO\ VHOMLQJ HPSOR
HPDLO GUFSXQN#ODEFDWV RUJ RU GUFSXQN#JPDLO FRP
$00 FRQWHQWYV < /LVD 3DGRO KHDRQB % & FIRQ6/AH G LFPIQNH W
KWWSV ZZZ KXPDQVFRPPRQV RUJ OLEKIQR# HI5 OEF QWOADGHQLHYV @M HQW H R MW KH
WUDLQLQJ RU VRXUFH PDWHULDO RI DQ\ $, VIVWHP

1$77(5
5HFHQW :DWFKLQJ 5HFHQW 5HDGLQJ 1RQ *DPH

':DNH 8S 'HDG OMK® WKLUG %HQRLW %O BBPH@RQH *DUULW\ DQG &KULVTKRISKHU %D
,WTV KDUG WR GR D PRYLH WKDOH® KDV D LG FXWVRRQ BERZHHHS 0ODQRU UHUHDG D
)DLWK DQG 5HDVRQ ZLWKRXW VRPHKR Z 184 D WIDR)XWVOL LITKWRW RQ JLOORZZHHS ODQRU
RQH RU WKH RWKHU DQG WKLV RQH ZDORV\W WDWHW IGHMURBHXO JUDSKLF QRYHOV
VXUSULVLQJO\ ZHOO 7KH ILUVW PRY LH IPZD UBHH RW MFKKH) PFHDMDD OHYHO RI WKH VWRU\
EHWWHU DQG ,fYH ZDWFKHG KWRIWHQ EXW , PD\ OLNH W
RQH EHWWHU ,100 QHHG WR ZDWFK LW POBLTDODEL 6KLJLGL DQG WKH %UDVV +HL
2EDOXIRIQYLQH KHLVW VKHQDQLJDQV ,I \RX
7KXQGHUERODWRW RI IXQ WDFNOHV VRPHHIOMD)F\ RU 0D[ *ODGVWRQH IDQLMRX PLJKW
LVVXHV SUREDEO\ DERXW DV EBQO DV WKLV VRUW RI ILOP
KDV D JUHDW IDWKHU GDXJKWHU UHODWLR @WKDUBEOHY &RSSHU 6FULSW $00O RI 8V 0
%RWK ®RSSHU GNUDERXW D FRS DQG D
0D\, $VN IRU 2QH )LODI@IZKHQUKDW ULQJUYDSKRORJLVW ZLWK WKH FRIRFHL® WKDW
LOQWHUHVWLQJ FKDQJHV RQ WKH FRQFHWWOR] HOZ@RDHQBRW DERXW VRPIRRQH IURP
$QLPH" 7KH VXSSRVHG YLOODLQHVV FOMIDHIO) KDQ$EO DWW LSRI 0 X.NVGB URWIK L F
FOHDUO\ IURP WKH ILUVW HSLWRIGH DQ®&HQHWEBEKMEZ WG RIV R/ :LOORIKMS 0DQRL
VKRZ WKHUH DUH D VXUSULVLQJ QXPEWRWBIREOHWPWLWIDHEDUH RI WKH JHQUH FRQC
FDQ VROYH RU DW OHDVW PLWLJDWH EDGW®RRKU®JIJWKKKWP V QR VII HOHPHQWYV
'"HOLJKWIXO WR ZDWFK VR ORQRDHW RQH GRHVQIW WDNH LW P
VHULRXVO\ WKDQ LW PHULWYV $OH[DQGUH 'XPDV 7KH &RXQW RI ORQWH &U
,IP UHDGLQJ WKH 5RELQ %XVVVWRDGVODWL
0\ 6BWDWXV DV DQ $VVDVVLQ 2EYLRXVO\VHENMEVZWKK D FKDQQHO IRU WNDGLQJ DQG
+HURTVDNDL SRUWDO IDQWDV\ DQLPHERKRINH MK JRLQJ VORZO\ DWRYHAKDSWHUYV
SURWDJRQLVWYV HQWLUH FODQWEDV EWHKE DURXXKWOVEDFHD 7KLQJV KDRYH WLPH V
ZRUOG +HTV WKH HSRQ\PRXV DVDABVVLQVWIKOXDK MHKHYQHW PRUH FR®WROXWHG |\
DOO VXUH KH ZDQWYV WR DVVDVQLQDW HPBIQ\IR@G! , FKURKJIJRWNWHQ ERWK KRZ PXFK IX
RQH WKLQNV DERXW LW LV D WHDVRQDEQB XWD MW HWORIRYHU WKH WIRBWAOHLY D
PD\ QRW FKDQJH ZHJUH IROORZLQJ WKWALRH HVDVSHD WRPHWKH LPSULVRQPHQW VH
RXW HSLVRGH E\ HSLVRGH $OVR ZKLORI MRVW RDIJKLERRN $V , W\SH ZHYTYH UHDC
FODVVPDWHY DUH NHSW RIIVFUWHQ\EHAFIOSWWKH VEQ IVRPHUZD\V WKH YWWRU\ EHJL
GRQTW ZDQW WRR PDQ\ FKDUDFWHUV DPROQKRRWKHWP JODG 'XPDV ZDV SUHYDLOHCG
UHDVRQV WKH KDQGIXO WKDWLBMIH LQJKYW JHKQHHEZRROSHJRPIFNVWRU\ ILUVW &KDSW
DUH UHIUHVKLQJO\ FRPSHWHQWO6XUH \QHRIWKGFWR KHYHWHWR DV SRNDXW QHHG WR
EXW QRW LGLRWV RU WRWDO MIRMHIFHYV WKLV ED QGLWHVRKUQIHDVRQV MWK DEWW®LOO E}
5LVH Rl WKH 6KLHOG +HUR LQ WKH PLGGOH RI WKLV , QWHG WR WHOO
27+(5 EDQGLW ~ $OVR WKDQNV WR %ULDQ 5
*HQNXWVXRYKH VHHQ WKH ILUVW HSLVRGHWWRULKLFH WR\BHGIV GHOLJKWIXO LOOX
DQLPH EDVH@AR@Q WK ORQMMIR\ULVWR VXPPDU\ Rl WKH ERRN
ZDQWHG WR GR $TKH 6 WOHMWNHU MY WL QDMMW\RSBY ZZZ \RXWXEH FRP ZDWFK"Y LG2EN
EXW KLV HYWDWH REMHFWHG WR WKH OLEHUWLHV WKH\ ZHUH
WDNLQJ VR WKH\ ZHQW EDFN WR/ KVKH VSRDEWHRHN * DVP M W6 B D\E V QZIL
&DUQLYDOH RQ WKH PRRQ ,| , AHQDHRQ W UHDGLQJ WKH RUL
ERRN DW WKH VDPH WLPH ,1G KDYH VZRRAMX:*/REDIQYNPSPDOXWDWLREBRRUM *UD\
ZDV LQYHQWHG E\ WKH DQLPHJKWHDW R UAF HEYDW LLRV DLNDV WRIBXSA/IL RRMMRIULVH %DV LO
RXW RI 'XPDV +DO0OZDUG KDV KLUHG WKH 3&W¥ GMRGVWHDO



RI '"RULDQ *UD\ \HDUV DJR WKDW 'RULD G Q@& QVWHN EXQ GG W SHDFHIXO ZRUDG D SUR

KLP VHH DQG KH ZDQWV WR VHH LW -XWKRQAH EHJRGRZMHVLGH WR LW WWRKH DXWKF

OHDYHV IRU 3DULV 7KH 3&V KDYH WKHIWKRQQ WHDWR PV PERUWDQW HQRXJK WR PH:

DJUHHLQJ 7KH\ UH OLNHO\ GRRPHG DV WKH\ WU\ WR PDNH

WKHLU ZD\ WKURXJK RQH Rl 'RULDQ V LRDKDPRX\R SWHW PV KDV DUHQ W VR LPSRUWI
WKHUH V QR ELJ HQHP\ IRU $8*BY\W B6XUH \

7KLV LV D EDVRN RAD QGUWKH UXOHV DUHRUWPSIORW DSWLWXGH EXW QRGEGLJ $QG GF

7DNH D OLJKW GLH IRU \RXU VNWODV D QRROWK/HIR U D KRV COEFEXVB WKH +RXVGI¥ DQG WK

'"HYLO V %DUJDLQ DQG D GDUN RQH LI \RXODWHKDM VNLQJ \RX

PLQG RU ERG\ 7KHVH DUH DOMYJV IDLO DQG WKL

JHW ZRUVH VXFFHVV ZLWK D FRPSGRQRDWKRQ RQH GD\ HYLO PRQVWURXV DOLF

VXFFHVV ,I| WKH GDUN GLH L\VRWHKH KLJKRWAVDW ®® O WR \

UXLQ ZKLFK VWDUWV DW VRPHWKLQJ EHWZHHQ DQG

GHSHQGLQJ RQ ZKHWKHU DQG KRZ PDQURPBMUDANKMRUHEBION QRZ FDOOLQJ WKHPVHC

2WKHU WKLQJV FDQ DGG WR \RXU UXLQ$DQUGD\@®RKHP ISROW WKURXJK WKH SUHYLRXVO

VRPHWLPHY ORZHU LW WR PLQLPXP ZKBOWDRRQMVDQY® B WDFN $8*85 9 7KH 1HZ $0

ZLWK ,1 LW KLWV ZHOO YRXNQMVVV ERVOWHVRWWKDIBN WKH IRONV RQ $8*85 9 DEL

DQG \RX FDQ ILJXUH RXW KRZ WRODW SOD\V RXW $QG LI

HYHU ILJKW VRPHWKLQJ QRW KXPDQ \R¥ IBQHN ISRULR® KH %HDFRQV GLGQ W ZRUN

7RWDOO\ P\ FDWQLS FRXOGQ W KDYH RQO\ QRW ZRUNHG IURP $8
EHFDXVH LI WKDW ZHUH WKH FR¥H WKH UH

-DVRQ 3ULFH /DVW )THMFWQQWQQJ KDFN RRXOG KDYH JRQH WKURXJK DW DQ\ WLPH D

3RODBQBLNH WKDW JDPH E\ GHIDXOW Z\KK HDUHH M RRQDIGRRAH. QJ X V"

SURWDJRQLVW 7KH +RSH EXW RQH YDULDQW LV H[SOLFLWO\

FDOOLQJ IRU HYHU\RQH WR SOD\ D GLIIHWUHD W KRRSIHK WKHMUH V WKLV ZKROH UHEHO (

OLVWDNHQ EDVLFDOO\ GLUHFW RSSRVRWLRQ®RWNVK¥UH UHDGV OLNHWRKH UHEHO\

SURWDJRQLVW LV FDOOHG 7KHDWHW SDL & H HQHWV IO G LW KW +H

DQG 0LQG URXQG RXW WKH TXDUWHW 7KH +RSH LV D PHFK

SLORW WKH ODVW KRSH RI WHHLU SHR $DHQ IMX® XRK FRKKHJ VR XU SLORWY DUH VWLOC

GRRPHG WR IDLO?WR HLWKHU EHWUD\ RZODEDQER QVWK®IOUSLORWLQJ WKHLU PHFKD

SHRSOH RU GLH "(&$'(6 KDYH SDVVHG ZKLFK -RVK QRWHG |
RI WKH LVVXHV KHUH EHFDXVH RQH FDQ LQ°

7KH RQO\ SUREOHP , KDYH LV WKDW WKBIQED ENVWRRD YBIWWNRKRZ WKDW WKLV IDOVH

PDNHV PH VKRXW 7KLV PDNHV QR VHQVEHLQW VEDQGBBD®IE E\ $8*85 9 LV IDOVH EHI

SUREOHP QRWKLQJ PHFKDQLFDO MXVWIQGR\ZIE :+2 '(6752<(' 7+( % ($&216

/IRQJ DJR WKHUH ZDV D VSDFH HPSLUH 6N RKDRXZRODYB 2MKH LQQRFHQW VHPL XWRSLD
PRUH RU OHVV D WUDGH ZDU , WKLQN HHFOXQH BRMEXHYWBG SUHVXPDEO\ ORWV RI C
PHFKDV DQG WUDLQHG SLORWYV WKH NHH®G WKIH BQCRWUNVRWIWLQJ WR HYDFXDWH RC
IRXU JUHDWHVW ZHUH PDGH KHDGV RI ARM\SHWVRIDODIGLBKYHIHW RXW WDNLQJ GLIIHUF
VKDUHV LQ WKH HPSLUH JRLQJ GLIIHUHQW ZD\V

IHYHUWKHOHVY ZKHQ UHEHOOLRQ VWDIQ/GHEXWRXIRRG EE\ WKKHHIVHHZ $OOLD®FH ZKLFK

SLORWY ZHUH RQ WKH UHEHOVQ®WLGH 7WR\GZHWUWHURUMWINHGIVW PHFKD SLORWV WK

FDSWXUHG EXW IHOORZ UHEHOV KHOSHBE& QWKIHPHIOWVF DS/HMKHGIDPH LV HDOOHG /DVW

RQ WKHLU zD\ RXW WKH\ GHVWUR\HG WHRS Kb HB PRIQW ORSOHFBLORW FDOOHG XS WR \

SRUWDOV WKDW ZRXOG OHW DQ\RQH RRH#B5 9 DND WKH

30DQHW RI +HDG RI (PSLUH JHWWR DQ\ZKHUH HOVH LQ WK

HPSLUH 7KLV LV D VWXSLG ZDU EHLQJ MRXJKW IRU V
EXW KRQHVWO\" 7KDW V QRW QHFHVVDULO\

6R UHEHOV DUH IUHH DQG PDNLQJ WKHERQR2QQFWRFRHWLIQLILFDQW VRMIKWHDO ZDL

EHFDXVH WKHLU %YHDFRQV ZRUN $QG WMRHKN VMEHQBEUHDVRQV

1R ZH UH QRW WDONLQJ DERXWWKHP 0L BURBDRIP LR'HMRDW WKH JDPHNHHVROXWH

RQ $8*85 9 UHDOL]H WKH\ FDQ W XQ EUWDORRKHDWHW RRQ V

DQG WKH\ VD\ <RX NQRZ ZKDW" OD\EH ZH GRQ W QHHG

WR :H DFWXDOO\ KDYH HYHU\WKLQJ ZH, @WHHS &MLV WKH UXOHV ,W KDWWXOWLSOI
RI SOD\ DOO RI ZKLFK DUH XVHIXO $QG WK
H[DPSOHV H[DFHUEDWH P\ SUREOHP ZLWK W



$QG , ZRXOGQ W EH DVNLQJ WKH ILUVW TXH
‘H YH JRW D VFHQH ZKHUH WKH SROD\HUW XGFHKFLIGW KHKDMFRQE TXHVWLRQ JRW DQ\ FF
WKH IRXU 1HZ $OOLDQFH SLORWEHUV ZDAKDVQVRHOHYVHU PH
RI WKH 1HZ $OOLDQFH2ZKR V DERXW WR FRQIURQW WKH
+RSH2QRW WR VKRZ ZHDNQHVV HYHQ WHRRXVYRPHKIDPHY WKLV PLJKW VLPSO\ GHVW
SHUVRQ V ZLIH LV RQ ERDUG WKH V¥LW\ MXRISSWWBOD W KHKHK BRBS )RU /DVW 6HQWLQHOV
GHIHQGLQJ DQQR\LQJ VXUH EXW , FRXQGLVWLOO SO
DQG HLWKHU LJQRUH WKH IDFW WKDW WKH
‘DLW ZKDW" 2ND\ VR2/HW V DVVXPH WKLNQVHURB ®HPQQQWR LW ZHDWRRJ WKDW L
KLV V PD\EH" $QG KDV D ZLIH DQG NLGV RQ WKH FLW\
VKLS" $QG GHFDGHV KDYH SDVVHG" , TRRIQZW RAROLQG MIKKNVWKLQJV (LWKHU ZH FR}
ZRUNYV UHYHUVH 3RODULYV ZKHUH WKH) ARISH UHDO
ZURQJ VLGH ZKLFK LV RXU SUHWKUUHG RSW
$QG LI ZH VD\ 2ND\ LJQRUH WKDW VW XUWDERXMWG GHFDIE IPRUH ZRUN RU ZH FRXOG ¢
WKHQ ZDLW 3HRSOH RQ ERWKHVLGHYV3ROPU SHRRERMRPRUWKH DQG VDFWKDW WKH
RSSRVLWH VLGH IDPLOLHV KDYH EHHQ YISIRWVEY MDKO?YDHUH FRUUXSW DQG $8*85 ¢
FRRO VHW XS2DQG QR RQH LV FRPPXQDKDWIWQIHUHLQ WKH SDVW LV QRZ RYHUD
ILIXULQJ RXW WKDW $8*85 9 WRILHG WR FIHW O RDWKR QU HAMRNMW WK SUHVHUYLQJ2DQG GF
WKH JDOD[\" 5HDOO\"
6ROHPQ 9DOH $ JRON +RUURU 5ROHSOD\LQ.
$OVR DP , VXSSRVHG WR EH URRWLQJWBRVLF®'BO\9" , V %ULWDLQ IRBRWRUURU E
PHDQ LQ WKHRU\ WKH +RSH LV WKH SURWDKRRUVWEXDM ERIPSOH[ HQRXJK VHWWLQJ
WU\LQJ WR GHIHQG KRPH DQG FQMVUL]DIDLRQVI WRP GRKFHDBP SWKJ Q V
OLHG WR IRUFHV RI WKH 1HZ $OOLDQFH ZKR EURNH DZD
EHFDXVH $8%*85 9 LV ZKHUH W\UDQW OHD&H UMVAHWM LVDRGWHUHVWLQJIS®MG , QHHG
DSSDUHQWO\ , P QRW VXSSRVHGVWR WKLR N @®ERKRZDIIMVRLWK Y WR JUBDAWS <RX YF
, WKLQN ZLWK WKUHH VXEVWDWWHDFK RU
2U DP ," $QG LI VR ZKDW DP , VXISSRVHBIWR\VBHVWHKILFRXNV® DW LV XVHGMRU DQG \R>
IURP WKH VWDWV WR DGG WR @WV ,I \RX UH
7KLV PDWWHUV EHFDXVH RI WKH ZD\ WKRX MFKD@IFKVRORW WKH VWDW KDW&H. | \RX K
7KH +RSH PDNHV 6WUDLQ UROOV ZKHQ WHPHN RFEM RXMKRZWFH WKH FKDUDFWHU LV
FRXUDJH FRPSDVVLRQ KRQHVW\ RU VHOKERDOWHRD MKWV DUH %RGUHIVQG DQG
ZKDW GRHV WKDW PHDQ LQ WKLV ZDU" :NUBHW KIEK LV D VRUW RI ZLO®RDUG VWDW
H[SODQDWLRQ RU H[DPSOH WKDW FRQ | IDFOQ\RWWIK® GH | EEKGV 8KLV PD\ KDYH FRQVHTX
VLWXDWLRQ WKDW VWDUWVY WKH JDPH VRPHWLPHV \RX KDYH WR UROOWW $QG VR
JRRG VRPHWLPHV ORZ IRU :\UG
L Q3RODBIL ZKIFKW 6HOAWLIDMOFEN LW V
GHPRQV 7KDW LV \RX YH JRW D GRRPH$GBLWIRQD®WORQWKIHUH DUH UXOHV DWWDF|
HOYHV DW WKH QRUWK SROH DQG RQH BRR FDRWHL VGV QEWV VQKDWLQFOXGBGQJ SHRSOH
PDNHV \RX PDNH WKH HTXLYDOHQW R| DN&KMVEBLWDXORUHLG/GOH ZLWK WKH QXPEHUV |
EDVLFDOO\ FRQVRUWLQJ ZLWK @HP R Q WF REXWHIT XMIQHF\HFDRUEGDPDJH , G UHDOO\ KDY
FRPSOH[ DV WKH WDEOH GHFLGHVHEXWZWKHKWN W GRRVQHYYV DQG , JHWGWKDW E;
PXFK PRUH EH\RQG GHPRQV $Q\ FRPSORVMHVMYNQ@BGQGHXWKRU V VFUDZO RI 6ROHP
E\ \RXU JURXS DQG \RXU JURXSD®HFLGHYXDW 8 ZHKHIKDW
RI WKDW PHDQV
7DOHV )URP WKHVFH®DUEROHRQ 9DOH
<RX UH QRW KDQGHG WKLV ZHYDBW LW XITKMVRIQDW K DWR @M UWMKR XJK , P XQVXUH KRZ
6HQWLRK®OWH -RVK DQG , WKLQN VDPH JURXS LV OLNHO\ WR SOD\VKMVV D ELV
LV D ULFKO\ GHWDLOHG VHWWIQBGEXW WKF
X DLW FDQ ZH MXVW VHQG PHVVDJBVLPDHYMHQARU RQH VKRWYV
VXUUHQGHU RU RWKHUMARKGB WKLQJIJV WKDW
QRW EHISDDWWR6HQWLQHOV EXW ZIRNFQU®R E/HEWLY LV D EHDXWLIXOO\ LOOXVWUL
WR PDNH IDU PRUH VHQVH WR GR MDKDQ\SIOLDW Q7) TXRWLHQW , P WDNLQJ WKF

ZLWK PHFKDV" :7) UDWLQJ IURP
x DLW VR LV WKH +HDUW ILJIKWLAWWSVWKRZZUQQUIHIDPHUHDGLQJFOXE FRP
VLGH" UHDGLQJ FOXE KHDU PH RXW DQ RGH WR SD
ZKLFK UDWHYV JDPHV ZLWK :7)V IRU VHWW

VI\VWHP DQG WKH OLNH GRLQJ WKLV DEVRO
DV SUDLVH IRU VWUDQJHQHVYV



,QYLFWXV IRU @gWR M ®L\¥ DRAE QKX
, JLYWFURED®RUWAHWDVW :7)V IRU VHWWLQJ DQEBHORUQHG WKDW WKH 5RPDQ (PSLUH ZI
VIVWHP ,Q WHUPV RI VIVWHP QR VLQJOH HOGPHQUWHVWKDW DOO WKHVH GLIITHUHC
EL]JDUUH EXW , YH QRW VHHQ WKHP GRQH OLNMWWKIDFKRWKHU VWXII OLNH WKDW
VHWWLQJ , UHDG RXW WKH WLFHE QH WR -RKEUBMHE DH GLYORZHU %XW \RX GRQ W
D ORW 1R USJ VHW LQ WKH IXWXUL LYV JRLQMWWRGHW ¥ BROLWLFY DQG FXUUHQF\
ULJKW REYLRXVO\ DQG PRVW IZQOW JHW DW BHWXYMHD IHZWLR QV
ODXJKDEO\ ZURQJ VR WKLV LVQ,W ¥ GHDXE WKDWHWU HRBW @MW KRXJK ZH KDYH QR JOR
MXVWIWKDWEKBWLXP UDLVHG WKH EDU IRU JHMRQIRPA2ZH UH QRZ RQ WKH JROG VWI
PH WR JR <RX KDYH *27 WR EH NLGGLQJ PH KDYH QR LGHD KRZ WKDW ZRUNYV

Xx :H DOVR DEDQGRQ HOHFWULFLW\ DV D

IHFUREY RWMHPLVH LV IDOOLQJ SRSXODWLRQENHNXVH SRZHU SODQWY DUH IDLOLQ]J
GLVUXSWLYH ZH GRQ W NQRZ ZK\ RND\ QR SUKRESRPXODPMLRQ FUDVK , P VNHSWL!
KHDUG RI WKH EKR GCRN QI EEFDXVH GR DGPLW , KDYH QR LGHD KRZ WKHVF
Rl WKH IDOOLQJ SRSXODWLRQ WH UDLVH WK IDRHWDEBODY ZRXN , P MXVW QRW FRQYL
WKHP LQWR FRQVWUXFWY DQG SURJUDP WK HIDXWRREN R RHWWKHU
IRUFH 7KDW V PD\EH WR :7)V EHFDXVH LW$O\DR RBGRQH NQRZV KRZ WR GR &RPS
SUHPLVH EXW VXUH , OO JUDQW D ZHLUG SWBHWPHWOHH DQ\PRUH %XW ZH DUH SURJL

FRQVWUXFWY DND WKH UHDQLPDWHG

%HWZHHQ SUREDEO\ D ELW ODWHU WKDQDXKRQWHG E\ PDFKLQHU\ %XW , JXH
ZULWLQJ VWDUWHG WR ZKHQ WKH JDPH WZRNHMWLRAY DUH FRPSOHWHO\ GLIIHU
KDYH x $QG WKHUH V VRPH NLQG RI PROHFXO|

WKDW ZDV LQYHQWHG WR UHDQLPDWH
X $ ZRUOG JRYHUQPHQW WKDW IXQFWLRQWXSNDP\RJORELQ RU DV -RVK GXEEH
7KDW V D WURSH , JHW LW ,W VLPSOLI'HDGWKRQJV
/LNH PXFK RI WKH , GRQ W WKLQN WKW ZBWREY WR WKH DXWKRU V IRU JH
VWXII KHUH , SUHWHQG LW V DQLPH RUGWKIHVDYNH QG WUDXPDWLF UHYLYLQJ
X 7KH FKLOGUHQ RI WKH ZRUOG DUH UHDOQRF®PNMHELWR WKHP LQWR WKH ZRUNI
EDODQFH SRSXODWLRQ , DP KLJKO\ VNHOWNBDBEZ DEXWORYHG EDVLFDOO\ EHLC
DJDLQ KDQG ZDYLXP PD\EH WKLV LV WRRDXRRGFH WKDW GRQ W UHFRJQL]H \F
TXHVWLRQV RQ KRZ ZH FDQ KDYH , GX@@RWKLQJ DQG MXVW NHHS GRLQJ WKF
GLYHUVLW\ PD\EH" 7KH DUW LV UHDVRQDED® IRRGQGV DERXW KRZ PD\EH VR
RQ WKDW 2U PD\EH KRZ GR ZH MXVWLI\WKHRXEHKFRPH VHQWLHQW $QG UHVLVV
SRSXODWLRQ LQ WKH ORFDWLRQ WKH JDPWKLSHRS®MH KLGLQJ RU EXUQLQJ WK
YORUHQFH DQG 9HQLFH " RQHV DQG ODZV DERXW KRZ GHDG ER
X 7KH LQWHUQHW JRHV GRZQ HYHU\ZKHURKMRRWHKHH@HZ VFLHQFH ZRUOG RUGHU
'KLOH , P VNHSWLFDO D WKLV LVQ W WOKRF DLOJ RW GMIUP H
, YH VHHQ WKLV )DWHV :RUVH 7KHQ XH3\WK RDWKW DERYH LV D IDLU ELW WR
JRLQJ GRZQ IRU WHQ \HDUV DQG KDV D HIBWFRM /HH *ROG WR KDYH D OLVW RI
RWKHU ZHLUG VWXII LQ WKH VHWWLQJ IHKLPHOWKHORQJ DERXW MXVW KRZ WK
FXUUHQW &\ERHBESBX QNG VHEMG UL G %XW ZKLOH , DFNQRZOHGJH WKDW QR
RI DQ DFWXDO LQWHUQHW QHDU DV , FDXQV WD ® HIMDMDJ LV OLNHO\ WR PHHW
LV WR VROYH WKH 1HWUXQQHU 3UREOHR GHYRWRQXHNWW KHUV EXW DQ\RQH V :
QRW SOD\LQJ WKH 1HWUXQQHU KDV QRWRNQQIWBRWGRKLQJVZWKLV LV QRW WKH
ZKLOH WKH 1HWUXQQHU GRHV QHWUXQ @LKQAD J WKHDWHWMLVHG P\ EDU IRU \RX
VRPH KDQG ZDYLXP DERXW KRZ FRPSXWEHUNLGGLQJ PH
YLUXVHV RU VRPHWKLQJ PHDQV WKDW 68 HFMX¥WO@RWEHFDXVH RI WKH IDOOL
VDIH VR QHWUXQQHUV FDQ RQO\ LQWHD [DF M EHWKHIVXOWDQW SXVK IRU IRON\
QHDUE\ GHYLFHV , P QRW H[SODLQLQJ 8WHIHQFH ILHOGY DQG GLVFRXUDJH JRI
SDUWLFXODUO\ ZHOO EXW WKH SRLQWDRWWYPZH DUH H[SHFWHG WR EHOLHYH
VRPHZKDW XVHG WR WKLV HYHQ LI , WKLQN LW \HDUV EHIRUH JDPH VWDUW
DEVXUG DQG E PD\EH , P ZURQJ KHUH2,V QR DUW RU HQWHUWDLQPHQW +XP
GRQ W NQRZ ZKDW FUDVKLQJ SRSXODWBR® GRWY WHRD UV
LQGXVWULHYV DQG LQWHUQHW
X (YHQ WKRXJK ZH YH VHW XS D ZRUSOMG WKLV SRLQW KRZHYHU PXFK , P ZLOOLQ
JRYHUQPHQW ZH VWDUW ORVLQJ 28 REDOQQHMVULR/'SHFLDO WKDWLWRWRW KR:
RQH FDQ JHW SODFHV WKHUH V QR JOREDO
HFRQRP\ WKHUH V QR JOREDO SROIWWMEWRI (WOQ GIRQ W XWWHUMH DEMXUG WR
WKLQN WKH\ TXLWH JHW /IRRN DH®LMWH® KWKROKAFHY $OVRV LW V DEVXUG



VFLHQFH SHRSOH GRQ W ZDQW HQWHUWD$QDPWOHW W YAHDXQ LE WWEBWH VWDEB®\ ZKLFK P}
VFLHQFLQJ GD\ DQG QLJKW WR WU\ WR VR®HGK XPP® WK\H FUHDWRUV ZDQW WR VHH
3RVVLEO\ WKH\ ZDQW WR KDQG WKH UXOHV
6HFRQG DSSDUHQWO\ WKHUH V QR DUWOLIRVFBORWKUQ DIRE VLW LQ WKRWRUQHU WE
\HDUV" ,W V DOO SXUHO\ IXQFWRERWQYDO" RW KHYEZHWKIH BHWBFWLQJ GXULRMKSOD\ 7k
GRQ W FRQVLGHU IDVKLRQ WR EH DUW"DQG , DUH XS WR LQ WKHRU\ ZAXWK 'DQJHU
ZH GRQ W KDYH D VROLG GUDIWWHW 7KHUH
7KLUG WKHUH DUH LOOXVWUDWLRQ RI FR®NVLPDIN. GHFPXYQAUV WKLV \HDU
SUHVXPDEO\ SRVW DV ZH KDG QR HQWHUWDLQPHQW
EHIRUH WKHQ $QG WKH LQVWUORMNBWVS$VEHW DS XMHMNHBRRINV ZKHQ D JDPH LV PRUF
WUDGLWLRQDO VWULQJ TXDUWHW LQVWXMRFWQW®DOHUH)®WKHRPH EHWDWDVR EDVLFI
VRPHKRZ SHUIHFWO\ SUHVHUYHG VLQFHSRVVLEGH M KDW WKH GHVLJQHU ZDQWV WR
UHLQYHQW WKHP H[DFWO\ DV WKH\ XVHGXWR\EWHP KOWHKH JDPH VXFK DV FKDUDFW
TXHVWLRQV GXHOLQJ VIVWHP UXOHV IRU WHOYB UDFHV

=HUR HWK QR KXPDQLW\ GRHVQ W VWR® ®RISXDDUWWOBQE SROLVKHG ,WOPD\ KDYH
HQWHUWDLQPHQW OHW DORQH FUHDWURUWNKH JDPH WR EH EDUHO\ IXQFWLRQDO
PRUH EXW DW WKLV SRLQW WKH GHVLJQHL
$00 WKDW VDLG LI, P SOD\LQFIRQY UXQWKBY WKBWDOPPHDVW RQ WKH WPH KW WUDFN
LJQRUH D ORW RI WKH VWXII , RNHSWWKHUBERXMQ IH UW QHHGV WR EEHOWFXOSWH
DQG WKHUH V FOHDUO\ DUW DQG HQWHWVDHQW HQW DQG
FUHDWLYLW\ , GRQ W FDUH ZKBW WKH ZRUOG RXWVLGH 9HQLF
DQG )ORUHQFH ORRNV OLNH XQOHVV D@G KFXWLDURXS UDRRU D JDPH WBSKDV QRW
PRYHV WKHUH , P UROOLQJ ZLMWKH®KH WWRSH VR % WK DWK WEBH GHVLJQHUV DUHQ W
RQ DEVXUGLWLHV Rl WKLV SDHWLFXOD WH@RRHOIMRHUXQYH@®DVLYFDOO\ WHKXMN GHVFUL]
ZKDW , NQRZ DERXW KRZ ZHLUG DFWXD® KHVWR W ULQFOWEL®DNH RU LQ VRPH FDV|
UHFHQW KLVWRU\ PHDQV WKH WHWWDML QU VDAX I RADKHY WDOROWMH B RIMH JXLGDQFH RQ )U H
OHDVW RXW RI :7)V OHQGH] +RGHV DND OHQGH] KDG D IRFXV J|
JDPH WKDW E\ WKHQ ZDV DW RHDVW LQ EH
$QG MA®IWLG P\ PDLQ LVVXH LV WKDW DP R@EWR X QMLE $XDAZ KH ZDQWHG WR NQRZ
VXUH ZKDW D JURXS RI 3&V GRHW 7KH EZPRNKRZVWRBK EBFNJURXQG DQG DGYLFH WK
WKDW V LQWHUHVWLQJ EXW GRHVQ W TOLMGHOBQWVR KW YWKH/KH ERRN KDV ORQJ VLQ
TXHVWLRQ DQG KDV D VFHQDULR WKDW RPOHWKFIEUWRIGQ, WKLQN LW LV VROLGO\ H
DVVXPSWLRQV DERXW WKH 3&VR, JDWKHU WKHUH V JRLQJ W
EH D ERRN RI DGYHQWXUHV FRPLQJ RXWKDW GHW ¥ DWHP®KN ZIHKHG WR FRPH XS RQ :HG

KHOS ZKLFK PHDQW ZH ZHUHQ W HVSHKLDOO\ ZRU
ZH DUULYHG :H DOVR GLGQ W KDYH URRPPI
OHWDWRSLD 2YHUYLHZ URRP ZLWK RQH NLQJ EHG 7R P\ VXUSULVH

VHW WKH URRP V WKHUPRVWDWNWR PDNH L\

YRU WKRVH QRW IDPLOLDU ZLWK OHWDWRSGL G7&KMILWIPGG\ RQ :HGQHVGD\ QLIJKW

FRQYHQWLRQ ZKHUH JDPH GHVLJQHUV KUDLYQ! EIHDHP® 7 KAKRJ V G D \

SOD\WHVW DQG SD\ IRU WKH SWLYQDHJH )RONV QRW SOD\WHYV

SD\ D ORW OHVV DV ZH DUH YROKQWHHAKIXNVGHD BSDYWRKR GD\ IRONV DUULYHG DW

VORWV DUH KRXUV DQG MXVW KXQJ RXW 1RUPDOO\ WKHUH V I
ZH G ]JRRP LQWR IRU WKH KRPH JDPLQJ JUR>

+L 7HVW JDPHV DUH OLPLWHGOWR LQGXRWDWSQRIHVYDROW EXW WKLV ZHHN WKH

DQG H[SHUW SOD\WHVWHUV ZKLFK LQ SQORWLFKH ZHD@NKHU 6R PRUH KDQJLQJ RX

SHRSOH WKH FRQYHQWLRQ RUJDQL]HUVDWWXRWJIWR WK/LH) W RHRIMW RO NAO HHEF O X G L Q

YHU\ EHVW -RVK DQG , KDYH EMHQ GRLRQ WKHVHERWO\HDIG H

DQG DUH JRRG HQRXJK ZH TXDOWAH 1RWH WKDW LQ SUDFW

WKHUH PD\ QRW EH D ORW R| GHIVMUHQFULEGHDW ZHRNVE KBDEG D KL WHVW ERDUGJDPH 6

SOD\WHVWHU DQG D QRQ +L 7HVW SOD\WBIF WU ZAKKLLFHK FDQW WR D QRRQ SP =LQ}

PHDQ WKH ODWWHU LV EHWWHU WKDQ H PSPHF WBHINEH R Us K@ G MDD H

IRUPHU LVQ W DV JRRG DV H[SHFWHG , WKLQN WKDW LQ

JHQHUDO WKH TXDOLW\ RI WKHI\BOD\WHS® HSP/ DRNGK WZION LDPWKH KL WHVW RI )LQG!

KDYH EHHQ LPSURYLQJ RYHU WLPH EXVEZKLDDMELDDAHGQ ,D SOD\WHVW RI &KURPDWLF

NQRZ PDQ\ Rl WKH SHRSOH WHVWLQJ WEBPH ZBRAHWY DOO WKH 3&V DUH ZH]DUGV DQ
E\ SOD\HUV G\LQJ SDSHU $OVR , JRW WR X
SMDQLWUL[" WKDQNV WR OLFKDHO &XOHTV



+H VDLG , VKRXOG HLWKHU VLIBKXS IRU WKI
SP SP -RVK ZDV LQ /HIW %UDLQ :ULWHQ¥BDIY®G VHHLQJ LI WKH V\VWHP ZRUNHG
PREVWHU VWRULHV VHW LQ RXBRRZQ ZRUOG
SP SP -RVK ZDV LQ /LJKW <HDWUW , ZIMWROQQKD WIHVW SOD\WHVWV DQG , GHFLGHG
RI 6LOYHU $JH D JDPH VHW LQ [PWYHU\ LRMCHUMREZBGC Q7 WKH WZR QRQ KL WHVW S
LQ WKH V ZKHUH DOO WKH 3&V DUH ZKUFK ROMHWHG GLIIHUHQW DVSKBWV Rl WK
ZHUHQ W LQ WKH SOD\WHVW PDWHULDO , G
6DWXUGD\ DW DP -RVK DQG , MRLQHG EHFBIXDID \R WHKHUN VWLOO EHLQJ WHVWHG
%UHDNIDVW ZLWK WKH %DNHUV ZKLFK LV D UHOD[HG
FRQYHUVDWLRQ ZKHUH IRONV FDQ DVN WK I RAD MIQWL UH@\FYWQWH ZKDW KH OHDUQHC
OHJXH\ DQG ZKLFKHYHU RWKHU PHPEHUMRF N KBV WKLPLRDG WR GR ZWMRQRH 3&YV
DUH SUHVHQW TXHVWLRQV DERXW WKHQHLIKERUBKRRRGW D@EBH RVWO\ LQYROYHG ZK
GHVLJQ DQG VR RQ ,W LV DOVR D ZD\ WHRL©D HI WXSIHMFRQMH EXW KH VDLG LW ZDV

HDWYVY EUHDNIDVW $GGLWLRQDOO\ ZKLOH KH ZDV FODULI\LQJ
UHDOL]JHG WKDW LQ WKH SODRWGIVW , ZDV 1
DP DP -RVK SOD\HG .LG V OHQX RXU JURXS KDG FRPSOHWHO\ PLVXQGHUVWHF

PHFKDQLF DQG ZH ZHUH GRLQJ LW ZURQJ
DP SP -RVK ZDV LQ D KL WHVW RI VRRHWELQD ERWRHGIFDXVH , FRXOWKHSODLQ \
75,3 ,ZDV WKH ILUVW RI WZR SOD\WHWRW WHYWLRQV ZRIDW ZH VKRXOG KDYH EHHQ
6WUHHWV RI -DGH FDOOHG )ORRG WK ®HBRORFE H[SODLQ RQ WKH VHUYHU ZKDW
PLVXQGHUVWRRG DQG ZKHUH ZH G PDGH R}
SP SP -RVK SOD\HG 0DJQXV $UFKLYHWGKDW HWUKH\DXMKRUV KDYH D EHW®HU LGHD
/IDE\ULQWK EDVLFDOO\ DQ HVFDSH URRWR. @ H FER{ DD b
EDVHG RQ WKH 0DJQXV $UFKLYHV SRGFDVW , ZDV LQ WKH
VHFRQG 6WUHHWYV RI -DGH SOD\WHVW &OHDQ %ODGHG "XHO WHVWHG WKH GXHOLQ
ZDV IDPLOLDU ZLWK KRZ WKDW ZRUNHG LQ
SP SP -RVK ZDV LQ D KL WHVW RI &UDREKWHWHO )RU D WZR KRXU SODWWHNW ED
SDLUHG RIl DQG KDG WKHLU 3&V GXHO DQG
SP SP -RVK DQG , ZHUH ERWK LQ D KSDMHWV@HRN :H DOVR GLVFXVVH® RSWLRQV |
*ORULRXV )DWH &DPSDLJQ 6WUXFWXUH 7HVWLQJ DQ
LQWHUHVWLQJ )DWH YDULDQW ,Q RQH FDVH 0ODUV 9DOHQWLQH KHOSHG E\
GXHOLVW ZKR ZDV RQH Rl WKH PREW SRZHU
SP PLGQLJKW -RVK ZDV LQ D KL WHVWVRH)BRRNYHDFDMW WKH\ ZHUH ORFONDLWLDJ IRU
WR :LQJV FDVH ZDV

6XQGD\ -RVK KDG D DP QRRQ KL WHVW Rx :KLEWKLYV 13& SOD\ DV PXFK RI D EDGD

ZKLOH , KDG D KL WHVW RI 7KHSJRUOG V 3URBXRXWD GD GV

ZLWK DO BEDAHHOVZKHUH HDFK RI XV SOD\HIY LW VWLOO IXQ IRU WKH SOD\HU ZK
YHU\ GLIITHUHQW FKDUDFWHUV WKH 13&" $OVR \HV ,W IHOW OLNH WK

WKHLU EHVW DQG PDQDJHG WR JHW VI

1RRQ SP -RVK KDG $ 7DOH RI 0\WKVY DQG /HEHH)JBVH,LQHYLWDEO\ ORVLQJ WR D IDU

WKLQN D JDPH KH G SOD\WHVWH® D FRXSOH RS SRMUHWQWDUOL

DW DQ RQOLQH OHWDWRSLD ZKLOH , KDG D SOD\WHVW RI

+LQWHUOLJKW 0\ 9DJXH *0LQJ 'RFNHW DV RI '"HFHPEHU

6WUHHWVXRIH\D 8IKH 3DUDJRQ VA\VWHP ZKLFK ZDV
ILUVW FUHDWHG IRU D JDPH DERXW *UHHNxKHURHWK BDOOBIGY RI 6DQG
$IRGWUHHWVIRI ZDGWWHQ E\ -DPHV OHQGHK] *R EDFN WR DQG FRQFOXGH )HDUIXO 6
+RGHVY DQG )RQGD /HH DQG LV EDVHG RQ )ROQWRHHEHQY LQ <HOORZ DQG WKH *UHD
*UHHQ %RQHV VHULHV ZKLFK LWQ VZHHSLQJSHSMWRVHYILADIJLFN WR /RQGRQ
DOWHUQDWH ZRAH GR RERIMMRRYHG ZLWK x 'R 6HDVRQ RI 8UEDQ 6KDGRZV
PDJLFDO PDUWLDO DUWYV IXHOHG E\ -DGH xOHIZCCHWHNW 'DQIJHURXV 5HIXJH IRU PRU
UuxXQoQLQJdJ WKUHH YHU\ GLITHUHQW SOD\WHVWRQBQXRWVNHG
ZKLFK LI DQ\ KH ZDQWHG PH WMIRr M@\ WR YXLIZDRSWIRWW $IJHQWV RI WKH 1LJKW XVL
WKDW , G SOD\WHVWHG LW DW DQ HDUOLHU '6éDVWHOBQRIZNDDFXOD 'RVVLHU
FXUUHQWO\ LQYROYHG LQ DQ RIILFLDO (YIxO HOWUSORXWHK®RZ WR ZULWH WKH 6DYH
UHSRUWLQJ EDFN ZLWK TXHVWDORRQV WR D 'LVRROUNYHQWWHWBHQWLDO 6DOWHY DV D
YLD D *RRJOH IHHGEDFN IRUP WKH 'DUNQHVYV VFHQDULR 3RLVRQ 7U



VFHQDULR DV ERWK FRYHU WKH VVRRHWHKRIHSHOKRGB&YV GLGQ W GRH WKRURX
UHDOO\ ERG\" +RZ XQXVXDO $OVR LV IWWKXVW FRL
PXUGHU YLFWLP ZKR ZDV OLNHO\ PRUH WKD
7KHUH V RWKHU VWXII DIWHU DOO RI WIKQDWHBGR SROMEHQ GHU " 7KLV KDVFM YHU\ QR
WULFN ZLWK WKH PLUURU
X JLIXUH RXW KRZ WR ZULWH WKH /RYHFUDIWLDQ
*RVIRUG 3DUN LGHD DV D IXOO VFHBDAR®R JDPH ,QWHUHVWLQJ V\VWHP )DVF
X )JLIXUH RXW KRZ WR GR WKH )DWHDRW&W KXIOKX)ROO RI WKH Q®RW UROO LV
IUDPH , VWDUWHG DQVZHU ZRXOG EH EHWWHU IRU WKH FKDUD
X )JLQLVK 3RLVRQ 7UHH ,VVXH ,W VX@VXHBUVYVNRQVYOWRWKH GLFH VDY \HV LQVW
H 7UDLO DQG GRHV KDYH VRPH L\DWX\HVG YRXMUWVRISKQLMRDY KRZ GLG MRIX GHFLGH
IDVFLQDWLQJ JHQHUDWLRQDO FDPHDLG"
x OD\EH WU\ WR UXQ 2YHU WKH (GJH H ,VVXH , G
QHHG WR UHUHDG WKH ERRN UHDGHWKH N FIHHPHIWMKR , ORYH WKH PDS FRQFHSV
FROOHFWLRQ ILJXUH RXW ZKDW , IZHDVQMD WIRQ G FP [Z & WHHLBRIMHWU WK H 7RP P\
W RFFXUV WR PH , PLJKW EH DE OBX\WRVKDW WD\ ZRUNV KDOI WKH WLPH DV I
VFHQDULRV ZLWK 6ZRUGV Rl WKH BHW®BERUQHVXVSHFW WKDW WHKH :LQWHU 2
x OD\EH WU\ WR UXQ VRPHWKLQJ )RYHUG GQIMIKIHQWO\ LI WKH UXQWK MRKHLW ZH
'DUN2&DQGHOD 2EVFXUD &+(: D_GAXDWHQWO\ JDPLQJ FXOWXUDO RRWPV LQ P|
VRPHWKLQJ , IHHO VXIILFLHQWO\ FRPHRUWWDOKEDW MRVKDSSHQ UH WLFN YV FI
x OD\EH WU\ WR UXQ OHPHQWR ORUL, UNORBAG, QRMAEDYH WLFNV WKH®R" , G XVH
WR ILQLVK UHDGLQJ LW FRQIXVLRQ ZLWK WKH LQVHFW UH -RKQ 5HC
x OD\EH ILJXUH RXW KRZ WR UXQ % CO®RIYHRVIGALMM WLRQ RI WKH ODXVULWWHU J
VIVWHP WKDW LVQ W $*( ,VVXH , QHHG WR UHDG D
/27 RI PDWHULDO DQG ILJXUH RXWUB YUV B B WDIQINWW :KLOH , P QRWPHVSHFLDOO
ZRUNV EXW VWLOO FDSWXUHV WKIGHIXDQWHW\ FXULRXV DERXW \RXQ@GVFULSW
X OD\EH UXQ 3KRHQL[ 'DZQ &RPPDQO/XMWHWODQFH UH $PODR YWRDWR WH
JHWWLQJ IURP 1LFN ZKDW , QHHG BR X®EQIJWRGLFH SRRO WK DKHVIMEIHOSUREC
PDNH LW ZRUN RU SHUKDSV UXQ EWW\ WK DWNMDWKH W KDUG WRKBWHDWH D 3
8QLYHUVH ZKLFK ZRXOG EH D 9(5® INHI HWHKQW G WR ILJXUH RXW RBZ WR EXLC
JDPH2778 LV 3HQQHG WR *RRG 6RFILHEM\DIRQ FRXOG QRW GR LW2, KDG WR DVN
PLOLWDU\ VII WKRXJK DOO WKH PLOWWDO\WNHEXWMKIAMR XIK LW , WRWGNDWKH DQ
DEVWUDFWHG DQG RU WXUQHG LQRKD UQGLKRBIXPDZKHUH WRUSKXAN M K HR /G L F H
VFHQHV WKDW DUH 9(5< XS WR WKH SEBUHFKYXWRY WKH 3DUDJRQ $JRQ V\VWHP
IUDPH ,VVXH ,W LV D ZDU VWRU\%ULDQ 0LV LKW HN LUHVHIQBOH AROORZ
x OD\EH UXQ DQ\ RI D QXPEHU RI &DQODFEWEWKEPKXRZ D ELW PRUH OLNHO\ WR U
FDPSDLJQV OLNHO\ WU\LQJ WR X\OR%BWNKH 6ZRUQ 6ROGLHU ERRNV
LQWHUHVWLQJ KDFN RI *XPVKRH 3EW$ 7DWWHUV RI
WKH .LQJ ODVNV RI 1\DUODWKRWHH PHZAKLBK', BKDQN \RX UH )583 0P \HV
KDYH WR UHDG 6XWUD RI 3DOH /RDYHN PRI RHVWD WKDQ PRVW IRONV DUH J
DOVR KDYH WR UHDG &KLOGUHQ RR )HB BDQIOMWRRAU, UHIHU \RXKHTWKHVWLRC
WU\ $UPLWDJH )LOHV ZKLFK LV DWNIDGE IRW RMRURXEDBGHUVRQ WKDQ , KDYH L
.URQHQJROG UH GLVWULEXWLQRWNLOO SRL
&200(176 21 (9(5 $1' $121 ,668( JDPHV OLNH &R& %536 'LGQ W WKH +HUR4X
5XQH4XHVW DOORZ IRU VRPHWKLQJ OLNH W
&/$5. 7,00,16 UH 7KH 'HDG DQG %XULDO 7KH ELW
DERXW FORVLQJ WKH PREXWEGUMPAQGYV BRA7TBR1$5&+UH PH 7KDQNV IRU WKH FODULIL
2EVFXWBUHDWK ELQGLQJ 0\OHV &RUFRUDQ +RZ GR \RX PRGLI\ \RXU -
ZKHQ \RX KDYH D ODUJH QXPEHU RI SOD\HU
0</(6 &25&25%$16\PSDWK\ RQ WKH VOHHS LVVXH
, P JODG SHRSOH KDYH EHHQ EHGQJ VXSBRWMLYH RHQMRXWH *XDUG ODUSLQJ" &RR
DOO WKH ZULWH XSV UH ODXVULWWHU ZHLWHQRZ KOWW KRY RI WKH RULJLQDO $GG
UHFNOHVV DOO LQ DOO ZDWS3WIHMDEH UMW KRIZ PR G BRROGY VKRXOG ZDWFK WKHP UF
WKLV ZDV 3&V QHHG WR NHHS 13& IURP WRK@HQIRO®I| O/'5 RIWHQ ZULWWHQ DV 7/
FOLIl RU 13& NHHSV WKLQJV PRRRQJ OHRW BRYIGHEIWW 5HDG DQG RIWHQ SUHFH
ORQJ RU VRPHWKLQJ LQ WKH PLGGOH VXPROWIRPHYXDMWHYHU FDPH EHIRUH IRU WK
JLJJAOHN \RX ORVLQJ WUDFN RI KHDG WHOXP DOD)BG RMKHU!DW WKH ORQJHU YHUVLR
&KDQGOHU V EHDWLQJV %XW RK WKH ZLQH UH WKH ILIXU
VHDUFKLQJ WKH FRUSVH V ERG\ :DLW WKH\ IRXQG



*$%5,(/ 52$5.:KLOH , GR OLNH FROXPQ MDM[WWKH ; OHQ JDPH \RX UDQ , GRQ W NQF
ILQG \RXU VLQJOH FROXPQ JLQH YHU\ UB®GZHOH 7,KNRXFOMWH,PSRUWDQW &KDUDFYV
LW VWLFN ZLWK LW UH 3DWWLFN =RFKODH KXHOKX@MHYHO \BK& EXW WKBDAMUBKIEQ W PDW
IROORZHUV ,W VRXQGV OLNHKIDW WHKNH 0GRSV W K HP 8 RW WIDVYMR & MDUDFWHUGLG&Q WKH F
US5(,*WULHV WR VROYH ZLWK &RPSDQPPHDWWHUPH )HZHU
RSWLRQV DUH HDVLHU WR KDQGOH WKDQ PDQ\ WUXH ,W
GHSHQGV RQ ZKDW WKH JDPH DQ& LWV BROBXIN V) DR WKHU ZD\ 1R 3&V QR SOD\H
ZULWWHQ FRPEDW V\VWHPV IRU YBULR>XQRODPSYV 7THREG&RMHW B WKH PRVW LPSRUWD:
H[WUHPHO\ VLPSOH RSHQ DQ HQYHORSGELANHNVKWDRAD QW LWXKW ZKDW WKHWWVRVW LP
\RXU FRPEDW QXPEHU IRU WKH FKUUHQWHPRPNEDW RRSHYFWRWHIRWLDWLRQ DQG LQW
RIl D QXPEHU RQ D FDUG GLWWR VWR PRUH FRPSOH[ KHU
\RXU GHFN Rl FDUGV IRU WKH PDUWLDOUMNUMF WRPD@DPH YW XG\LQJ &KLQHVH KLVW
HDFK FDUG WHOOV \RX ZKDW LW GHIHDWRVIVQE WK BIWSEHHBRGEHO IRU \GSHDFH RSHUL
LW UH P\ HPSOR\PHQW , YH QRW KDG VRX @ D\QW WWRRORRN DW PRUH IDKHVDVWLFDO
VHYHUDO \HDUV DOWKRXJK , YH URWW HG® D QR DWQ W IRQJ JQOFSKHLF QRYHOUHMKH\ GUD
RI HGLI\LQJ DQG SURRIUHDGLQJ DVVLI@PRHR@R/ZIURP BWAH UDQGRP GHDWK YV QR S
'"UHDP UHFHQWO\ ,W V QHYHU YRILQJ WR EHWHPRY EHWRS®IHWW)\ ILQH GLVWLQFWLRC
RQ EXW , ORYH WKH ZRUN UH SOD\HUV7BDW WV FAKDW | PLIJKW SRLQW WR LI D PDQ |
HQWKXVLDVWLFDOO\ LQ WKHLUWF@&DUDFIKAUN ZBPD@ KV WRXWFK\ DURXQG KLP IRU Q
WKH SOD\HUV ZKRVH 3&V ZHUH SRLVRQWEDVRQ ,W V QRW WKDW KH RO BQOGDUWL|
GR VRPHWKLQJ DZIXO ,W V WXDWWRIRVWR UL
%5,$1 52*(56, YH QRZ VHHQ WKH WKLUG POQ¥HADZKW ZKHUH VRPHWKLQJ OLNH WKLV
PRYLH DQG ORYHG LW )RU 7KDQNVJILYLQXPERWKRRIRGHKBU WKLQJV KDSSHQV DQG W
VLQJOH YHU\ ODUJH WXUNH\ OHBWD QG BARKXH K\R PDORFMRUEBRQDERXW LW UH 0&'0 V SI
TXLWH DV ODUJH WKH QH[W GD\I 7XUQV7KDW W KIHD DW RRQ®/J R
WXUNH\ VXSSOHPHQWHG E\ FDUURWVY PXVKURRPV EUHDG
IRU VWXIILQJ DQG WKH OLNH WHUYHV BXWQRHHPEY? YHUN DG DSD OHQJWKV , P XV
7KH OHIWRYHU WXUNH\ EURWK WKDW UISDYBW HGRZIDV ®ONROT®OILNH PRYNV®HP\ FKHH
JRRG KRZ JRLQJ WR IHZHU SDJHV PLJKW EH JRRG
GHILQLWHO\ VHH WKH PHULWVKH FDSSLQJ V
UHUDZ 6WHR/® 7KH GLVFRQQHFW EHWZBISQ QDUW WHFHVVDU\" , GRQ W\WQRZ DQG
H[SHFWDWLRQV DQG V\VWHPLF UXOHY EVQVED W W\ ARQUWLQHBFHVVDULO\ NQRZ IRU
LJURQ B6NXO0O , DJUHH ZLWK JRLQJ WKEHFRRPGHNWUDQRXYWMKH QQRW ZKLFK SRLQW SHRSE
SV\FKLF VWXIl MXVW D QLFH VWHHO EUOFMD G\HY BRIHVUHB:OHDYLQJ
ZDQWLQJ WKH 3&V WR EH WKH PRVIV LPSRUWDQW SHRSOH ,W
PDWWHU RI SHUVSHFWLYH ,I \RWDUH WHO®(QJIJDRPB SMR80MH VKRUW FIHUFXLWLQJ W
DUV DQG ZH UH VWLFNLQJ WR WKH PBXOHV ED QI FKRIZLRX WKH H[SHQVLYH FRUH
FDQ W EH /XNH /HLD +DQ DQG VR RQVNRLIOMV 7KRVHERYMW WR UDLVH\RKQ ROG DU.
SDUDPHWHUV  SUHPLVH ZKDWHYHU PHKDWLWNLBBIIORHPHQW ZKHQ , AEPSODLQ WKI
FKDUDFWHUV PD\, SOD\ DQG ZKIRN ZLOWKIRX DDWDR R WK HBO WRUNV /HEHPH VHH LI
SRWHQWLDOO\ DFFRPSOLVK" P\ REMHFWLRQV PRUH FOHDUO\ WKLV WLPH

I LW V MXVW %HLQJ :LWQHVV WRO®LVWRW\V WEH®Y OBPNRXBRELQ /DZV V®\LQJ , GRQ
MXVW UHZDWFK WKH ILOPV ZK\ SHRSOH KRDUG SRLQWV LQ *XPVKRH ZKI|
VSHFLILFDOO\ GHVLIJQHG LW VRR\RX GRQ W
,/ LW V VPDOO VWXIlI WKDW GRR¥VQHV U HKRXORDRD WBMHDVDARXGO\ DQG DV RIWHQ DV
QHYHRLQI WR OHW XV IRUJHW WKDW DZEKH@® \RX RXKWRXW RI SRLQWYVY RI OHOHH RU ¢
QRW SOD\LQJ WR KDYH ZKDW , GR QRW PODWMDHWHU GRHVQ W VXGGHQOA VXFN DW W
FDQ DOzZD\V UROO IODW DQG KRWBLJWW MX
0 LW V LQWHUHVWLQJ VWXII BEXRQJ RQAVKEXHDQHQBRPMRXU FKDUDFXMHU RU DW (
DV , GRQ W GLVUXSW WKH FDQR@ DQG PKFKDREWHRWHWUXWILRRY WKDW VWLEE LWGRQ W
PXVVYWAW FDSWXUHG KHUH DQG LI WKH 3WWLIOHWIWHKG®EIV OLNH ZKHQ \RXOUMRRXKW RI SR
PFIJXIILQ LW ZLOO EH LPPHGLDWHO\ WDRNKDQUIDRPHWYKHPF NR AA VEIHDWH YN LOLAD 2 |
ODWWHU :KDW DQG LI WKH\ OHDUQ VRPKPRXL® B RXQW VWKHNLO WKH\ WKDQN LW PDW
ZLOO VRPHKRZ IRUJHW LW RU EH XQDECW\WROBBXQR® KLKH DQG ZH OO0 SWHWHQG ,
LOQIRUPDWLRQ RU QR RQH ZLOO EHOLHYZRHKEP FR WEW\BHDISG QIPGOWDONHG DERXW
:KDW WKHQ DJDLQ ZKDW , P GRLQJ GRWWUWXWWPODRPWMHOV WR KDYH D YHU\ JRRG VHC
WHOO XV WR UHIUHVK RXU VNLOO SRROV



2U WR ORRN DW LW DQRWKHU ZD\ <RXUMHIDP RH RRXY EQ@WWRQV :DLW ZKDW" 5XQQl
JDPH ZKHUH HYHU\RQH LV D 5RPDQ OHJRRBQ®RLWURQOQBHWY \RX LQ IRU IUHH WKDW

VD\ \HV DEVROXWHO\ , P LQ DQW WKHEXGHBFQGM ORPS BDPHPEHUVKLS RND\ , OO
WR EH WKH FRRN RU \RXUDVUMHR/VWERVE®AKMPKHU RU QRW , UXQ DQ\WKLQJ IRU \RX

DQG WKHQ UHIXVH WR KDYH \RXU FKDUDZENDHU ZHXBDLQWRFRPS \RXU ZKROH PHPEHUYV
GDQJHU2LQ RWKHU ZRUGV ZH UH UHIXVZLI.D W R LSHD \RM KM GLVFRXQWLQVYXUH WKE
JDPH ZH DJUHHG WR SOD\ :KLFKHYHU R%XW WKUPLQW ULMHOV OLNH DQVD@WXOW 'RH
MXVWLILDEO\ LUDWH WUHDWPHQW LI LW V RQO\ RQH KRXU JDPH

)OLS WKDW , P WROG 7KLV LVHD JDPH DHERBWNSLBRMMW R JUH K&DODQR/ LAW KXE KLXQ
ZDQW \RX WR PDNH DZHVRPH SLORWYV &{DW IMWZRD® BMHKBEQ LVVXH HWSHFLDOO\ LI C
JDPH V DERXW $QG WKHQ \RX WHOO P IFDPLRYL W KEHRHUXQHW DOORZ WKH DFWLRQ WF
ZLOO FKDUJH \RX PRUH Rl \RXUWYPLWHG UXPEBUIRY SRLHQ DW P\ PRVW SXULVW V
IRU DFWXDOO\ EHLQJ JRRG DWSRHQQJ DZIIOMR\QPIDWR XDQWYVH UHDOLVE® RWR VRPH G
WKH WKLQJ WKH JDPH DXWKRU, *0 ZD Q W3OIFR\D IR IGWR\
GRQ W FDUH KRZ PDQ\ WLPHV , P WROG WKDW WKLV LV
SHUIHFWO\ FRUUHFW WKDWVWIKLVDPHWEH SBRW@WE WHYHD WKLILQG , YH DGDSWHG W
EDODQFH , GRQ W FDUH , IHH@G OLNH , DRRGENL @R BKHPWU\LQJ WR ILIXIUH RXW ZKD
IHHO OLNH , DFOEMKRAGESOD\LQJ WKH JDPGILWKMHWR DFFRPSOLVK WKDW DQG ZKHUH P\ E
ZD\ WKH VI\VWHP VXSSRVHGO\ WROOV PB\ WKRNUMGD UKMVWLPHY ZKHQ WKHUH V QRW |
P\ 3LORW RU ZKDWHYHU VNLOEHWR ZKBRAH@®RXUZBRQWVDW SMMEW KDYLQJ KDXG VRPH DF
GRFN WKH SRLQWV DQG JLYH PH ZKDWHOBYWHOHIIWQ\7T&RFEGHYV DJR GLGR W KXUW
UHPQDQWYV DUH WKH RQO\ RQHV WKH V\K/MOHPV ZID\Q WHORH W R
XV H

ODWFKLQJ H[SHFWDWLRQV LVZULWLFDO RI
W VHHPV WKDW D ORW RI SHRS QW QK LQ@KHQ\S O BARRGY ERALKWDIWY , P JRLQJ WR EH SOI
IXQ WR SOD\ D JDPH ZKHUH ZH UH WRO & XSBR DWHQPHRKQDUDFWHUV LQ DWBUWLRQ W
FKDUJHG H[WUDYDJDQWO\ IRU WKH SULDRGHWK RW ZBHINUB JDWRHRLQJ WS EH JRLQJ L
FKDUDFWHU WKH SUHPLVH LV WHOOLQJURGHSBR P\LIPH PRGH , NQR B ZAM®V, Al SOD\L

WKH 6HUSHIQDW G UW RI WKH IXQ LV EHLQJ
,Q RWKHU ZRUGV LW IHHOV WR PH OLNRDMWKHX\8\\EWHARJURKQG HOHPHQWY RQ WKH |
EURNHQ WKH FRQWUDFW , VIPSIRWKL]H VKW K SIODWHYW ZIORVGWKH SOD\HUV LQ P\ KR
QRW IHHO PRWLYDWHG WR KRQRU LW WSKRRM KV K MAK L QINR XR/QI® P D\ SDVV ZKHQ D 'HFC
GLIIHUHQW V\VWHP LV D EHWWHU DQVZHRYWHKNQEWIUQUQIDWR 7KH EULGH KDV WKH
ILQHVVH WKLQJV 5LJKW WR JR VKRSSLQJ

UH URPDQFH V\VWHPV GHVLJQHG IRU OBOWHWP DWRXOS SADV SUREDEOGMHKDW , SOD\}
+RZ ODUJH GR \RX K PARIGL QRMBIDIPGIV JDPHV HDUO\ DQG RIWHQ VR , P XVHG WR D
DUH JHQHUDOO\ SOD\HUV EBWHLI WKFHRGB'SHUW RBBIOK , GR VWLOO\KDYH WURXE
D FRXSOH RI FRQQHFWLRQV WKDW FRXKIEDEHDRMRRDGN DY O MG/ LWYMKDFNV DQG ,
FKDUDFWHUV IRU SOD\HYRZ MR RO WKHVEGQNRSDUW RI WKH UHDVRQ LV WKH VDPH
5RPDQGHRSSHG IRU EDFNHUV VR SHUKBS® WKRWEIHKWWK VRPH LQGLH JDPHV EDF
VSDUN LGHDYV ZDQW WR UROHSOD\ , P ZLO @IKDPMWWR/ GR D (
RXWVLGH Rl UROHSOD\ LI , JHWR@WRNVFKHZ VF
52%(5 %: UH KDQGRXWV :KLOH , P QRW VXUWH BIHBR WRKH F\FOH RI JRUJHG LQ WKH
IDU DV WR VD\ WKH\ UH WKH SRILQW WKH\J&R G KDRUAMKWAK GLVFXVVLQH VRPH RI W
JDPH HVSHFLDOO\ ZKHQ GRQH ZHOO UBHDPHYW DRCG ZXDWHWWH\ GLG DQGOGLGQ W Gl
&RQJUDWXODWLRQV RQ WKH ODFN RI PXXR®WW UUW KLNPIRGHD
JDPLQJ :H JHQHUDOO\ XVH D IULHQG V ]JRRP , 00 XVH G
UROOHUV EXW , P DOVR ILQH ZLWK URGREQ®D FDBL AN YBIG\ PXFK D KLJK FRQFHSW
WUXVWLQJ RWKHUV WR EH KRQRUW DERXKLQKDKH WRRHWROBY RYHUORRNYV KRZ JDP
WKH VDPH UHDVRQ \RX FLWH 7KH RFFDYURRD®® SQDFFXWDRM ZHUH 53*\KHADQ WDNH
JHQHUDOO\ VWHPV IURP VRPHRQH PLVXRGILD/ VEDXQ\GWEHRDUH WKHLU RZQ WKLQJ
IRUJHWWLQJ D UXOH , P QRWSAXUR SODNKDW LYHRXDKHIRWKLQJV JR ULXRW IRU WK
WKURXJK PDWHULDO IDVWHU RQRWQH WHXPW KQ GHWAMY WKHHL U ZLQ UH RQH H[WUL
GRQH DQ\ NLQG RI FRPSDULVRQ V2QOL QWXJOLFILLGID W WLWXHRXW GHPDQGLQJ FRPLQJ X
YHU\ UHDO DQG \HV KRXUV LV DERXWR WHWM KRI[L PXPD U&W (<#B8¢ LLKH PDNHV LW
ZLWK QR EUHDN FOHDU WKDW LW V ILQH WR GREQGH WKDW \
FORFN LV WKH GUDZEDFN



WKLQJ , ZDQW PRUH RU GRHVQUWM UHSO\ W
UH %ULDQ OLVLDV]JHN UH WKH LGHD WKDRXOKWHKRUY IRIONV ZDQW WR NQRZ ZK\ , RQ
JRYHFUDIWLDQ VFHQDULRYV VKRWXGQ W XOL\PHRMWWEHPMHGIPBYOVRKDW VDLG WKDW W
EHLQJV /RYHFUDIW FUHDWHG , YH KHDD@GVKH RBSBRMLWKQQLQJ LW IRU WKH SOD\H
QRWLRQ L H WKDW DXWKRUV HIKRXOGQPWHGLYCHOMO VRPMHRWXVNHG LI RR\RQH ZDQ
EHLQJ EXW VKRXOG LQVWHDGRILQG D SWKHH)DWPWMLQH SRQHWKYW V ZK\ $OVR WKDQN\
XVH ,1 WKH\ PXVW LQYHQW VRPHWKLQJUHD/GLIQRXION EHHU DQG FRQILUNH@G, VKR XC
VRPHWKLQJ WKDW LVQ W FRYHQDIG E\ DQW RI, WON WWKDG WR. BX00 WHRAWK WR JHW S
/RYHFUDIWLDQ EHDVWLHV RU GHIONLHV W,KDKD @ PMKODODD\ WMV LQ IDFMWD WKH VWD U
DQG DOVR WR VRPH GHJUHH WRZDUG VIRWKMW KH®W D G HHKQDW V ZK\ WKHR VKRZHG X
QRWLRQ RI QRW OHWWLQJ WKH SOD\HURW QKD W KHVHVYQWREW WKH\ GYG KDYH D U
DQ ; EHDVW VR ZH MXVW KDYHWRQGR <D S S$HKMQ WR HZHES RGWKH SDUWLFXO®U GD\ R
FRQWH[W RI FRXUVH ,W ZRUNG®BPUHDOOKKH®OOLQWIKHPHBURU DQG \HV WKDW ZD\
8QERXQG FDPSDLJQ , SOD\HG LQV ZKH U K WHHERXOKBMOW\POINH WKRVH VHVVLRQV DC
QR UHDVRQ IRU WKH 3&V WR NQRZ SUHRMPKHGROHE WHKHGIDPH IRU D GLIIWUHQW ZH]
HYHQWXDOO\ OHDUQ $]DWKRWK ®OQDPHZRRORK B H DEFHWHWH & X R/UDW K H P
WKH 3&V HYHU XQGHUVWRRG ZD¥ WKDW WKLV $]DWKRWK EHLQ
D ZDV ZLOOLQJ WR KHOS RQH Rl RXU QXPEWUKFERNADBGUH WULFN\ EHDVWV , WKLQN
SUREDEO\ HDWHQ WKH LQYLVLEGH PRQWEMR\RQIJWIOHP WRREKHUH ZH UHJX@DUO\ JR R
F ZDV DOZD\V KXQJU\ 5HDOO\ ZKDW PRQB SD®QZMWRHGEY LV EHFDXVHHDKKY LV ZK
WR NQRZ" RWKHU 6R ZKDW GR \RX DFWXDOO\ ZDQW
FKDUDFWHU" ,W GRHVQ W PHDQ VRPHRQH J
UH 6LQJOH 6LQ 2K \HV , YH UHDG D FRROOMKRILUSZIILVK OLVW DV \RX RDLG \RX ZH!
P\WWWHULHV ZKHUH WKH *0 GHFLGHV ZKRZDEWXS ®R® GKE WKHQ DGYHQWXWHG WDLO
PXUGHUV (DFK 13& VXVSHFW KDV D D $RWHQWISDDLMKFERMUVH FRUUHFWLRQ KRZ}
6LQ DQG E D PRWLYH IRU WKHRAXUGHULQJ UH WKH UROH
WKH FDOOHU , DGPLW , GRQ WPWKLQN ,WMWHHDS/OQDNRGVD\JIURP ZKHUH ,HVLW WKDW \
ZLWK RQH UH MKWV IA/ZIIDUORDMK AAAXBS SDXVHG WKH JDPH DQG VDLG +@\ LV DQ\R
\RX WKLQN RI WKH 3HUX FKDSWHU" LQ WKH IHVWLYDO" , WKRXJKW ® EQUG ZRXC
D PXVLF FRQWHVW RU $UH \RIXQQR ORQJHL
3$75,&. 5,/(<UH FRQYHQWLRQV *LYHQ WWDXW FKRODWWHU V EDFNVWRU\" , YH EHHQ
ZULWH VFHQDULRYV IRU FRQYHGWLRQV LRRQWK KWY B @GOLIPLW V QRW VRPEWKLQJ \R
QXPEHU RI SUH ZULWWHQ VFHQDULRV WRVRSQGRIND) WIKDW W V HDVWWRWD\ 'R D
WKHRU\ , SUREDEO\ KDYH PRUHW EXW WKMW H IDAKHHR QHWK WKH JURXS DQG UHPHPE
FRPIRUWDEOH UXQQLQJ LQ D KRXU VORIQZKHKNW \FGRYPHWSUREDEO\ GRQH DW OHD\
NQRZ ZKR OO EH SOD\LQJ 0\ RWKHU RSWWQE REVLRRWXQ @RW DOO WDFWLFRV ZRUN |
JDPH ZKHUH RQH UHDOO\ FDQ W SUH SOAD® EM\WRUGIWR GVN VD\ WKRMMHWKLQJIV
ZKHUH WKHUH V QR ZULWWHQWFHQDULRHDR WRDBOW @X YWDUHV RU DROOHYHU\WKL
PRUH WKDQ RQFH , YH BRQE WWKDWO ZDWRR G
RXU RDQJHURXV S5BIQG/M KXV IDU LW ZRUNV
ZRQGHU LI , G EH DV HDJHU WR UH UXQ $OUMR ZUDWWHEY XUGO\ GHOLJKWNEPMR OHDU:
VFHQDULRV LI WKH VORW ZHU 5 \0RRIJ HUDWKIBIQQ J KOR/XD \VFHOORULGRR U®JWKH JURXS
FRXUVH DUH D GLIIHUHQW DQLPDO HOLJLEOH IRU %URQ]JH TXHVWV 7KLV PDNH\

UH WKH JDPH \RX KDG WR VLW RXW , P UNHBRIHYIW KIH VSH®@BOQIRXE KK RO KX
UHDVRQ \RX ZHUHQ W DQQR\HG LV WKDWKRRWPRX DG WDH BHWK \RX ,QIBWUDFWLFH |,
DURXQG DQG HQMR\ WKH UHVW RI WKH RRRQYHQWLROD FWUILNHQF\ WKDW KDV QRWKLQ
ZHLUG VLWXDWLRQ WKRXJK ,PHWKR XJKRW MKDMRPUKWRARWKH ODFN WKHUHRI DQ
XS LQ D VFHQDULR , UDQ , G SRUREDEO\PHDQUDD WRES ®RHWHQ , P QRW LQ SXULVW
H[WUD FKDUDFWHUV RQ KDQG VW \RX ZR\WKGHE Q O K BQHETNRD GEXW ZKDW , ILQG XVHIXC
RXW UH WKDW 8QNQRZQ $UPLHV JDPH WKBWSHFRQHNDRAVY PRUH WKDMRD RQH VKF
ZKLFK RQH LW ZDV WKRXJK , GRY W UHKBPO® I&KH QPP IEURSSLQJ WRR TXLFNO\ $Q:
LW RQH RI 7RGG )XUOHU V" ,I VR , WKLQNXH 8- DWHG SOKW\ RI QRQ SXW.VW FDPSDI
KXVEDQG LQ D GLIIHUHQW UXQ UHO\ RQ *0V DOORZLQJ \WXGE V RIGAKLRAD O U X

(OJODKIDG/ FKLOGUHQ 3&V DQG LW VHHPV DS
UH ZULWH XS )LUVW P\ VIPSDWK\ 7KHUZRXOUGQGD\WD0O LW SXOS H[PEMN EXW LW
ZRQGHU ZK\ LI IRONV VZHDU , P D JRRAHEWRBG WRB\&WKXOKX ,QYLFWX\OLV PRUH |
ORYH SOD\LQJ ZLWK PH ZH FDQLWQLQG, DVEDQNRIZKLFK\WYV SUREDEO\ D IRUP RI SXO
VRPHRQH VD\V 2RSV , FURVV VAKHGXOHG ZLWK WKLV RWK



UH -LP (FNPDQ UH JURZLQJ XS SKDVH OB\ 5180 Q5) UHWARIDR $ VNHIJ AN 7 KH
WKLQJ ,QWHU HAMONWMDA HER LMD RQHRELUL RXRQO\ RQH RI XV ZLWK D VXUQDPH UH EDFN
FRXQWHU H[DPSOH EXW LW ZRYH[SOLRWAOLEXVEWUMREH QG IRUJHWAMRIKQJ DERXW
UH PH UH WKH DQDORJ\ RI D GDQFH SDUWQHWU KR LMIVBHWDLOV IRU &RURXY SRVVI
VWDQGYV LQ SODFH <HV WKDW @JDOVR WRNOHPBIQ \ZIKUDXW WIFDOLWLFV RI WKH YRLG T
UH ZLOG SLJV :RZ <DK , GRQHN FRQVLTKHUW KDWKDS\CIO\HU DVNV RQH OHIW DQG R
VLWXDWLRQ &RRO SKRWRV WKRXJK JDPHV ZKHUH HDFK SOD\HU KDV HQRXJK SUI
RQH RI HYHU\ RWKHU SOD\HU VYAHKDUDFWHU
UH PH(WWUQDWOH/ZAMY DQ\ 13& SDUWLFXOEHHI DQ VRPHWLPHY GR WKLV , YH QRW S
YLO RLQ@MD ON WR WKH 3&V )LUVW RI D®BEORIQWIKQY 2X\QVWGEH %HORQJIRDQUREXW LW
ILJKW VLWXDWLRQ WKDW V X\LXMKOO\ KRZR1BRY H Q@ NWKOH WXZ Y H U
3&V 6HFRQG SHUKDSV VHOILVKON , ZDQW P\ 13&V WR WD
EHFDXVH WDONLQJ 13&V LV RQH RI P\ VWH MXIWIODBKEDEN &RRO PRYH WKRXJK , |
7KLUGO\ WKLV LV WKH RQH 13& WID@IN H/X R \Z KCHW KHO @ WP RRXJKW WR FRXQW DV D
WR WKH 3&V 1R ODWWHU :KDW D®G , P DRW WHKHQH DWHRRRQVHTXHQFHV IRU WKDW
UHDVRQ IRU LW , ZDQW WR XVH DV PXFKRR$ DREDE®DLLM) VKRXOG UH QRQH RI WKH
ERRN DV , FDQ DQG WKLV LV B IDVFLQIPRQQOLIREY ,FRPLQJ XS , GRQ WUWKLQN WKD
SOD\HUV GRQ W JHW WR VHHVWKIVYH® GRWWXWHHERZWP XK SURJUHVV \RX UH PDNL
ZKDW LV HVWDEOLVKHG DERXW &MLV 1 38R CGHSHO/MDXRIQIIIRBEEVZ <RX UH WU\LQJ D QHZ
DUH LQ D SRVLWLRQ WR WDGM ZVWH KHGRHVQKHZRUNW BB PRVW RI WKH JDPHV \F
DFWXDOO\ KDV JRRG UHDVRQ WR WDONZWRKVRHPHBIURXSYKBEQG WU\LQJ WR SOD\ R:
PLIKW QRW GHSHQGLQJ RQ WKHLU DSSRRMDIRKWE XRQHI BKHSDWLHQW ZLWK \RXUVHC
DFWXDOO\ JHW LQWR D SRVLWIQRQ ZKHUH WKDW V IHDVLEOH
KDYH D UHDVRQDEOH DSSURDFK P\ UX QLR OLXVAN K/ BEMBW KRR GHFKRLFH ZLWK WKH :H
HDUQHG WKDW FRQYHUVDWLRQ LI \RX UH WU\LQJ WR SXVK \RXURXWDI| LQ WKI
XVXDO GLUHFWLRQ ,W MXVW RFFXUUHG WR
, P VXUH RWKHU *0V FRXOG UX@DW FORAHUXWBON IS BERRND ZHUHZROI EHIRUH LQ
Ll , ZHUH SOD\LQJ LQ WKHLU UXQ , VXV,SBIRWHLWKHRX®IEM RI D GLYH EDU QDPHG /R
ERWKHU PH %XW KDYLQJ WKH DX&KRUWVHWWWLQRSHS WKHVWKRPHURRP , ORMH WKDW
ZRQ W WDON ZKHQ WKDW PDNHV QR VHWKH BRWAHOWWAIEQNVLIRUPLQJIHUBVOHDGLQJ
P\ FUDZ GLG , DQG IUDQNO\ PRVW RI WK® IRONV ZF
WKH V UH 9RODWLOH DQG +RW VWDWV 2C
UH ODUN UH WKH 'RFWRU DV D WLPH WUDHMOREHU-RKQVKDW DV \RX QRWHGJ9RODW
&RQVWDQWLQH <HV WKDW , ORGW\LNHDQB VYSQWRGUQIKIQVPHDQV WKDW LI \RX VX|
OD PHPHWLFV , WKLQN , YH OLNHO\ HQFRX QWWR W& PR PMWKXQQLQJ DZD\ IURP D IL.
OLNH WKDW 'HBSMVW FOW YDIIUREIDESHAV
TXDOLILHV , YH QRW \HW UHDX® W KWRO DUMH P B GGWILRIBRLZAI VSHFLDOL]H LQ SODQ®
, GRQ W NQRZ LI LW GRHV UHGLEW®G XW DIRW RIUDKID\LIDPJ EQHVKHP UH 9R/E SOXJJILQJ
LQ VRPH LQYHVWLJDWLRQ VFHQHOW , DIKIHVHE X W VD QQMRLBDG WKWWHU WKDRBOKWKH RUL.J
WKH/OORZ .LQDBI¥DULRXV RWKHU IODYRMW RHUU\ V ERG\ ZLQGLQJ XS SOXJJLQJ LW
*XPVKRH VHHP WR WKLQN WKDW WKH 383/ 68 XWRWP IR/ IDMQD WR WDNH WKH BEQVHTXHQ
JURXS WR LQWHUYLHZ HYHU\ SHAKVRQ RU H QQ/RIUHHR WWIKPIG3EMDEHOLHYLQJ WKDW WK FH
HYHU\ ORFDWLRQ UH UROOLQJ \RE VHHWRZKQRQR D\ 3 & WKLIQHVWKDW WKLV FRQFHS\
KRZ ZHOO D 3& DFFRPSOLVKHV VRPHWK2RU\ }KR\KBYHMQ HSLSKDQ\ DQG VWDUW WF
ILQH ZLWK WKDW XQGHUVWDQG WKLV :D\ EXVLQHVV

7KDQNV IRU WKH RQH SB&HUKERNVYHRI UH ODUN :LOVRQ UH WKH )LDVF@NSOW\VHW Z
QRW FDULQJ DERXW VXLW 7KLVRPIHDQV ADK/DIK KV BH IS QXPE R QYHQWLRQ UH PH UF
VXFFHVVHV GHSHQGYV HQWLUHO\ RQ WK EDYDIRRQR | WK H HFDPWHEWHQW WURRSV 7KLV
LH WKH QXPEHU RI VXFFHVVHVGHQHUDWHGLFYD ® DFVKDRIRWKHU LGHD\RKWKDG E XV
ZLOO JHQHUDWH D VXFFHVV FRUUHFW"FRDARNHUNUIHQ WSBIWNLQJ D ODQJXDJH RWK
VXFFHVVHV" , P JXHVVLQJ WKH\ UH VXAFHUVR@HWEBRBPNY KROG XS D VLJQ VD\LQJ
WKH\ PDNH VLWXDWLRQV EHWWHUIDQG WKDARWVH 7KHVFRIFE®D\WHW |ROWW NCRRZ WKD'
P\ 3& WDNHV ; KLWV DQG , KDYH VRPH QWPEHWRDW ODQJXDJH FDQ XQGHUVWDQG Z
VXFFHVVHV WKHQ GR , KDYH WRJFKRRV6REMWEKMHQFRSBGGHH) VLIQV IRUU , P VSHDNI
DQ\ JLYHQ VXFFHVV RQ GHIHQVH RU RQ PKVWHDRNL®R WKIMHDQ RU , P VSHDNLQJ
FRXQW WRZDUGV ERWK" >LQGHFLSKHUDEOH V\PEROV@



UH *DUMMIIO @HV LQ IBRH 'DGRQ W WKLQNWMKII ZLWK WKH UHVW RI LW , WKLQN SXPS
SOD\HG LQ ORQJ HQRXJK WR KDYH +HDVEHRR® HDD WHKGQIRRIH FRQYHQWLRQV <HV R
XS EXW SHUKDSV , P ZURQJ 7KH VHFR@GINGVWLBQDXLBGRU WKH ODUJHB@®QHV ,W F
LQYROYH VWHDOLQJ D ERRAYHRUW 7RI SIHVERRQLNH WKH GHDOHU V URRPQDW PDQ\ OC
WKH 2GGWHUHVWLQJ , OLNH WKDW LW E6\W FAIRIUHVKRDPIDPXP IHZ \HDUV WHGLG *HQ &
FDPSDLJQ OHQJWK $SSDUHQWO\ S5RELYSBDWQWYHJEHIRUH WKH FRQYHGWLRQ SO
H[SHFWHG WKHUH G EH D )HQJ 6KXL FDRERISIQOQRLWRUH PH &RRO JSYBBDDO\ QHHG V
WKDQ , WKLQN VHVVLRQV EXWHWK LVHZDBAJIDWW &/ BPHIWROLH) EXQFK RI RWKHU VWXII
QRWHG LQ WKH RULJLQDO UXOKEBRN UH HROWKXD .UR Q HR B \PIGXD-NRRR 8B WK
ZDQGHU DERXW DSSURDFK 7HFKQLFDO®DGHNKWQANHO OLNH DQ HSLVRGH RI D P\VW
ORQVWHUKRODB/EH FRQVLGHUHG PRGHOXUGHQG KW, - &/RVRAN VXUH KRZ PXFK ZDV KL
VXJJHVWV LLUF WKDW WKH *0QCHW W KKRZ&RXFKQBM® MIURX DQG KRZ PXFK WKH V\!
IRU WKH ILUVW VHVVLRQ RU VR 7KH LGHD LV WKDW WKH
FDPSDLJQ VKRXOG EH DERXW ZKDWHYHBS$I ERMWKHWWN OWKHDG ZULWH XS DQG WKH 2
SOD\HUV WKH VFHQHV <HDUV EDFN ZH ZHUH LQ D R(
2' " JDPH QHYHU GLG VFKHGXOH DQRWKHU °
3$8/ +2/0$1 &RQJUDWXODWLRQV WR WK H KHUBUR\ IRDHULF ZDV YROXQWROG WR MRL(
JHWWLQJ WKHLU FRPPHQGDWLR®M , P DIBYG QRXX HBWWR \HHEF VXVH RI KHU WHUULEOH
%ULQGOHZRRG %D\ JDPH DQG *UDQ &D QIDUM® WUSIO(MQ WHG SHU VH , MXVW VDLG WK
LQWHU UHODWLRGYEKHY TKFANMNERBY3* RUDQJH VWHZ DQG WKH *0 VDL WKDW S|
(YHUZDRWK KDYH SOD\HUV DVN HDFK RWRK MK DWHWWHRZDAN DVVLIQHG WR ZKDWHYHU
DERXW WKHLU FKDUDFWHUV DOWKRXJKZRXQE KV PR EHHEQHU
WKDQ LQWHU UHODWLRQVKLS ODWHBOQHYV )DWH FKDUDFWHU FUH
RIWHQ LQYROYHV PDNLQJ DQ $VSHFW WISOW 6% DEBXW*RGZDFNLQJ 7KH ZKROH "\DV
UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK DQRWKHU 3& 3LWDU EXVLQHVV PDNHV VHQVH WR PH

UH 0\OHV &RUFRUDQ UH NHHSLQJ WUDF N /Il 1883(/DHGPWKKHHY JHWWLQJ ORVW LQ $
OLNH :KHQ , UDQ .HUEHURV &OXE )DWHFDY & QK K DBW D DXHIH GLITHUHQW IHHO WKDQ
6FKRRO 3% (0 , GLG WKLV YLD D ZLNL S$WHD GIOPABHVY GHDWK LQ FRPEDW
VRPHWLPHY , WDNH QRWHV VRPHWLPHV RWKHU SHRSOH GR
VRPHWLPHVY ZH XVH D *RRJOH GRF RU D(®RBRE @D, QHHG WR UHDG P\ FRS\ RI
FKDUDFWHU NHHSHU $W :RUOGFRQ WKLY QBBHWAKARBZIVRREY QRW HQWLUHO\ UHDG\
FKDUDFWHU DQG FDPSDLJQ MRX®R®DOV WKW HBRNMBQDFEHLW PRUH LQ FKDUJH WK
YR[ JHUQ %RRNYV VRPHRQH FDQ EH D IDFLOLWDWRU ZKLFK V|
KWWSV OHJDF\ GULYHWKUXUSJ FRP EHRRXHKSWR WKH)RXLGH DV PDNHVQQR GLIIHU
[ JHUQ %RRNV //& 8QVXUSULVLQJO\ WRQHDWMRUWY WKDW ZD\ RIWHQ HYHU\RQH
RUJDQL]JHG WKH ZD\ , G GR LW W\W DPDQINRDGIKVRIEXKMWMIDPH DQG JHWV FRPIRUWDE
VPDOO VL]HG FKURQLFOH GLDUWKHKLFWKIDWN SPR YERW IRMHG WR EH D IDFLOLWDW?
FRQYHQWLRQ DGPLUHG DQG , SRLQWH® WROHPGDW WKH )R]
JHUQ ERRWK DV ZHOO VHWV Rl WDEV WR VSDUN P\
LPDJLQDWLRQ UH WKH 7UHH :RZ \HV WKDW MHHPV IDU W]
FRUUHFWO\ XQGHUYWOG B GARRWNAD \U H
UH PH(WWUQDOWIHRBRW WKDW WKH LQIRARRDRVLRRHWKHWH XSV , GRQ WWRQG , P Q
3&V QHHG LVQ W DYDLODEOH ZLWKRXW GWD &K LY WBMRHW RWABE V &R BXMV\SRQ GIHD FH
LV DQG LQGHHG WKH ZKROH SRRQM RIEHXPDKRHH D VLWKDW /27 Rl1 ZULWLQJ DQG E
FOXHV DUH DYDLODEOH *UDQVWHG WKH[SPWK® WV CRWKRWIRONV WRDRGGHUVWDQ
VRPH RGG ZD\V LQ D IHZ SODFHV EXW W/HKH GN WXD\EOPH JKW VWUHWFK WKH ERXQG V
VWDQGY $QG LW V XQOLNHORORIVRIQM EUHBW MWR SWLEOMW DMVQG EH IXOMKRI VSRLOHL
DV SRVVLEOH WR WKH WH[W WKDW WKHX3&YVEBQOQIYWIUBHLYHG E\ WKH EXLOW LQ
SRVLWLRQ WR KDYH D FRQYHUVDWLRQ ZLWK WKLV 13& %XW LI
WKH\ DUH LW GRHV QRW PDNH VB\@VH WR BBPHDARHGY RQWIKRQV 2K P\ JRRGQHVV Z
ZDV HVWDEOLVKHG DERXW KHUXWHDW DR\H VEKBIEVR @QXWHMVUHIERXJKW ZHKDW PD\ KL
WR WDON ZLWK WKHP DW DOO DEGNW DRQ\WKL FREIRKO G )EMYMQ WRH.® DQG , VHH
ZLWK DQRWKHU *0 SOD\HU KHU WKDW ZBODAHG L@ IV ERIX®OH Rl JDPHWRI LW $QG ,
WROG , P VXSSRVHG WR SOD\ KHUPW K D W HBD O\CKHDGV WKDLVEN\H ZHUH ERWKVRQ WKH /LI
FUDZ )DQILF SDQHO DW :RUOGFRQ WKLV \HDU

0$5. :,/621 &RQJUDWXODWLRQV RQ WKHRMHZEMRR&ERQJUROHQFHYV RQ WKH HQG RI
-RVK DFTXLUHG D SXPSNLQ DQG WBDVWHG &KMINHEBEIGMFRQY &R VD\ FREFNDWXODW!



WR ZRUN DQG FRQGROHQFHV RQ WKH QRRW HFIRUMLIXMXW\RXU ZD\ , P ORRMLQJ IRUZD
GHDGOLQHV UH JHWWLQJ UHDUQNQGHGLQ \PWIIDDEPW&W K XP D
LQYROYHG DUH DOO ULJKW UH 7KH &RQIOLFW RI *ROG DQG
([SHULHQFH 6HHPV OLNH WKH *0 EURXJKAV*WEUYHXSBRDUN 2RI , KRSH \RX KDYH Q
KLPVHOI UH PH 7KDQNV IRU WWKH FODUQHZF BWI,RY KFERXWH PH 7KDQNVKHKLOH , VK
RUFV DQG WKH GHWDLO DERXW WKH FKRRR ®IMEHERRNPDUN VWXII LW VHD ELW FRP
KDYH RWKHU SULRULWLHV %XW 6&' LV RXW
0,&+$(/ &8/(, KDYH IHOW WKH ,QVSLUDWGRQQXRDG LW UH $33 , WKLQNWH 32: DV W
,PPHUVLRQ RQ PRUH WKDQ RQH RFFDVLRRQ &KDERWRD R DLIEIHN RO BH/ KO KX
SOD\HU LQ USJV DQG ODUSV YBRQGHU LI ZH VKRXOG KD
DQ LIWKHPH DERXW WKLV UH WRKH LQM+2BWER Q52 1,( Y42 /KB -RKQ 5HGGHQ UH ERQX)
VXFFHVV ZLWK WKHP EXW WKH\ GRQ W GRAHNDRG HRIOUNWOQHE BXG1S ERQXV DQG
*LYH LW D IHZ ZHHNV VXUH EXW LI WKBHQRQWX BREMQRUAE/ WKH RIWH 15Q D30\
\RX GRQ W EH VK\ DERXW VD\LQJ VR XVHG D UROO DQG NHHS V\WWRHWAIR G RI FR
3DYJRYDULDQWY GR HVVHQWLDOO\ WKDW
UH *ODPRXU UH WKH 3&V IRUJHWWLQJ V&RH ZRPDQY@EREN [VPF RW PRUH UHFHQW W
WKH FHLOLQJ %DFN ZKHQ , ZDV UXQQL@JZAY @MW R X QHXS FIBMS QW RP FRXUVH OHVV
JDPH WKH 3&V DQG SOD\HUV DQG *0 UHJGBDPDOW IRUDRWLWY EHLQJ ZULWWHQ E\ 5
DERXW 13&V WKH\ G WLHG XS DBG VWD VFRIPG QIQRX \WORR VBT X VWYV WR WDNH *806+2
VRPHRQH VZLSLQJ \RXU (37 DW D FRQYHH@WLRRGRIRILW IRU JURXS SOD\
FRQGROHQFHV UH -RKQ 5HGGHQ 2GGO\ , GLG NQRZ WKDW
RQH SUHVHQWY WKH SHUVRQ RRQRZHU WHKVDMPK\D W®R 8\KKOH SHHVZKR ZDV HYHU FRPSO
RI KLJKHU VWDWXV ZLWK WKH PDJLF DQG SRZWWOY WIXENPYWHPV
KDQGORYHG WKH 3RZHUV VXEV\VWHP UH +
UH PH UH \RXU WKRXJKWV RQ *RRG 6RFZKWQ® I/RX®GLWDKMWIIWN KDSSHQ HYHQ LI WKH 3.
6)) <RX UH GHILQLWHO\ LQ WKRPFHDOOSWKRVHHWHKLQROKD/SSHQ 7KLV LV VRPHWLPH
RI WKRVH 7KDQNV IRU WRERXWIKRXIEWYV IRQIKW V %0DAWSOGHOMWW WR VRPH GHJUHH
WR *ODBRBUWL]HQV RI WKH /XQDU (PSLWAKHUH V DW OHDVW RQH VFHQDWIR ZKHUH
+HDW WKH\ WDNH PRUH +HDW WKDQ WKH
+($7+ 52: 7KDQN \RX IRU WKH WULS UH SIRQUGA F P WH{ @ HADNHVH RI WKH OR RDIOHV LW XD W
, JRW D YLFDULRXV WRXU , KRSH WKH PRG-RREAMQ W 2AMOMFN HYHU\ 13& DFRHH.RQ WKD
+HDW WKHUH V D VRUW RI SUH H[LVWLQJ +]
-,0 (&.0$1 UH :RUOGV RI :RQGHU 7KDW VHHPV OLNH
DERXW WKH FRUUHFW OHYHO IRAHSHWDLOH \HYW U YFNVHRFK JUH WUHDVXXWNVKDW 3&V
ZLWK RUDFOHV DND OLVWV HKHVQKH U W RQJIJWKHVKRIUFRSRQ, ZRXOG QHYHU ZDQW
UROO WR SLFN RSWLRQV IURP WRH®HVFSQBMHHE® DORW VL PEL® R ZKDW WKH\ FRQVLGH
SODFHV SHRSOH RU WKLQJV YHU\ EURDG/ONLIDV ZWDRQDWR LIQRUH WKDXWKDQG KD\
VLPSOH SLFN OLVWV $YLDWUWKBWHRVH® VRV ID\QKZMJ OHRM UHPHPEHU WKH GDJJH
5RYHDVIDLUO\ VLPSOH FDPHANRIDHN KDG 6ZRUGV RI WKH BRDSEHEBDWHQHFUHDWHG IURP
J)LUHYQEHV 7KH 3&V ZHUH WU\LQJ WR VBX$AGH DEZRBRPH7(' EHFDXVH LW V QRW RXW
RXW Rl RQH SODFH DQG LQWR D®WRWKH & HYQ @& KH) 3RR/X WHW PPDW HO\ GHFW&BW LW ZD
D VWRS RQ VRPH SODQHW RU RWKHU :HRDHUHMHRE WRHVERRXUFK RI '"HQDUILQEXW LW Z
EURDG RSWLRQV EDVLFDOO\ MUIKDW WKAR KBV IZMLDGGTURX PLIKW KDYH JRQH WK
SODFH ZLWK RGG FXVWRPV ODZV DQG $YLDWUL[ PDGH WKH
UXOHU D OHVV OHWKDO YHUVGRQ RI &K UHVIDRSKIHF KHHL@HRUH ZRUNV VRKDW GR IRF)
6XPPHULVOMKHMIAFENHULRDKOXPDQ VDFULIISEHRWDJIRQLVWYV %K HUHAH DOWELUH 60D IHU
EXW GHILQLWHO\ VH[ ULWXDOV $Q0JHO +L0O0O 6WUHHW %OXHVR@WDU 7UHN
/JRUG RI WKH 5LQJV *RWKDPD@XPDRYRR %D
%5,$1 0,6,$6=(&RQJUDWXODWLRQV WR /BYKHDQG |,
KRSH 6DGLH FRQWLQXHV WR GR ZHOO
UH %ULDQ OLVLDV]HN UH KLW 3RLQWYV RULJ
UH +DEDQD +RUURU , ORYH WKH FKDUW DR RHWOWIQPHQGLYLGXDO FRXWFROW®BNH |
FRQYHUVDWLRQV 7KLV PD\ EHQD XVHIX®DFRRW®R RUK DLW X U W K QN OZ R H ® W KIXDOK B
RXW KRZ WR ZULWH & MMOUQ FRM\EEFKAW OKX DGYHQWXUH WKDW7 U WAUD @Y GDIGH G AXR
VFHQDULR ORRVHOANRDGH@MBYR OLNH WIMKH/WHDG Rl GRLQJ D VWULFW R\RWKH ERRN
GHWDLO RI WKH JXLGHG WRXURGWIV VR+BXWR HRELHUDWW K IRU PRVW 13&V MXVW Q
VRPHWKLQJ OLNH WKDW DV QHHBHG WKBRHWRH®RRPHGRZZDWWKHU RQH KLW RU WZR |
OLQH Rl SDWWHU DQG ZKLOHBDQW RV D OHFEGUWDLQO\$WRRXU V EHGURRP LQ WKD
2ND\ WKLV LV DQ RYHUYLHZ RIZKDW KH VKRZV \RX LW



JDPH <HS LW V &DPHORW DQGHWKHYVHWRRHWRLRXVWQIGDWSELY OHDGYV WQR WKH UHV
WKHWKLVWOHYV WKH VRQJ &DPHORW $QG E\ WKH HQG RI D ORQJ FDRSORWQ RI WK
XQOLNHO\ WKDW WKH 3&V SUHVXPLQJ WKH\
UH WEKDAW WH UKBH WKV ,Q UHWURVSHFRRQMKHAHYHUWKHOHVY |, YH KD&@QMRPH UHW
'LWFK V SOD\HU VSHFLI\LQJ WKDW VKH YRRWW RIQGLEDASHBELIQV DQG ZH YH ILIXUHC
FRQWDFW VR WKDW \RXU ORUWDBI® FRXOBRVW FID¥HWLKGY RRUKWKLVKRNHRU EHIRUH
WKDW ZDV VRPHWKLQJ WKH *0 VKRXOG ,02 KDYH PDGH
WKH SOD\HU UROO .HHS <RXUGRRRW WR B ORVWXDWURIQHQJROG UH ZDQWLQJ *0V ZK
EODPH WKH *0 OHQGH] ULJKW" RQU QRISWKROMLDWRO\LAMKHQ WKH 3&V ZDQGHU RII
WKH VSRW D ORW ZDV JRLQJ PE®HOW WKDHV BRIDDW RIWKBHSIHQGY +RZ PXFK ZDUQL(
UH WKH ODUS ZKHUH SOD\HUV YDQLVKHAYBWR"WKG CRORRUHDW WKH HQG RI D VHV
<RXU 2ZQ $GYHQWXUH PLORQBPFHR/7TKLY ZDW WR GR ; WKLQJ WKDW V QRMDGDUW RI
'"UDJRQW 0=% 7HFKQLFDOO\ , P QRW VXBHKVK®JZURWE SUREDEO\ SLYQRM/ Q% XW LI
DOO WKH 'DUNRYHU ERRNV WKHUH DUHRVRAHW RUWKKXRAGXVRX GHFLGH LQVWHDG RI
RQHV WKDW ZHUH DW OHDVW FRZULWWHRLEKYVRROBGRHLAOWYRXU GLUHFWLRQ , YH S
WKRXJK QRW OHUFHGHV /DFNH\ DQ\ZKHUH IURP D ZHHN WR D FRXSOH RI PR
ORQJHU GHSHQGLQJ RQ KRZ ODUJH WKH JD
UH -LP 9DVVLODNRY UH KRZ ZKDW H[DFWHAWKRON EHLORXYUH JRLQJ WRNBR = WKHC
EHKLQG HYHQWV LV OHVV LPSRUWDQW WKV SWKIEGHMD DGW RVWLQJ 7KLV LV DOVR
ZKDW V JRLQJ RQ DQG ZKDW RQHOFDQ GIRDERZMQIWKIHEXEOLVKHG PDWMYULDO I ,
(WHUQDQ FRX®WG DEVROXWHO\ FKDQJH VRKH |IDEHODBAEWRAF JURXS DIJUHHV WKH\ UH
WKH EHLQJ EHKLQG HYHU\WKLQXZLW KRN FRKBIQ DM) WRE\WEG Rl RQH VHVVLRQ EXV
HOVH DERXW WKH FDPSDLJQ , PAWWWLOOVKVNIK®RQDWKMMGHVERLQJ 6KDQJKDL LQVWHE
DIWHU OHDUQLQJ WKDW LGHQWLW)\ EDFSURGOHEM BOMYWNMWHGHYHQ WIQRXJK DOO
WKH FDPSDLJQ \RX FRPSOHWHO\ PLVUHPRPEHBHBH. W2DQG
WKDW WKH EHLQJ \RX LQFRUUHPARO\ DVVXPHG LW ZDV PDGH
PXFK VHQVH WKDW , DP VWLOO DAWRQLVKRE QR QHJ RIQWKHR1IJR RIl WKHQPDW PLG VH
PDGH WKH VDPH LQFRUUHFW DVVXPSWLRSHQGMNHGQ Z&DWKMHRX UH WU\LQJ WR GR D¢
LQFRPSOHWH VHFRQG UXQ , GLKDW PRG VKRG WKQ®RI WKW UHDVRQV , VRPHWLPHYV
RQH JURXS RI 13&V GLG PDNH WKDW DVN@PKWLRKH PDWHULDO V OLWHLPHMQJ RYH!L
LV WR EH SUHSDUHG IRU H[DFWO\ WKLV
-,0 9$66,/$.26UH VXEPLWWLQJ JLQHV WR /HH DW WKH
ODVW SRVVLEOH PLQXWH RU VHRRQG BXHFRXMHO YHUPVDHHQLQJ D 3RZHUHG E\ Wk
DERXW WKDW IRU D QXPEHU RI M@ ,W SUREDRO\\RPHRYVKHWQPRGLANGD\LQJ LQ D JDPH
WKDW ZH JHQHUDOO\ ZHUHQ W LQ GDQJHUWVRRKMWVIVE®Q JWKKH) WKHUH V SUREDEO\ Qf
PD[LPXP SDJH FRXQW UH 'XQJHRQ +RPHWRHQBUVR DQG ZH UH DOO RIl VFULSW ,Q
$VVRFLDWLRQ ODUS :H DOVR WIMMWLGHHW BUNRQH GHGGWWR EH HQJDJHG DQG HQR
WR VD\ DQ\WKLQJ EXW WKH GUDJRQ KDWHBI GFOIUBSRQLRQ DERXW ZKHUH WKLQJV V
SUREOHP $QG VRPHWLPHV SHRSOH GRQ W ZDQW WR |
RQHV ZKR FKRRVH 7KLV VHHPV WR EH OHV\
UH RQH VKRW YV BROWLRY EWBLRDFXODUWKDQ LW XVHG WR EH RYHUDD® EXW LW V
WRQH JDPH ,W UHDOO\ GHSHQGV $Q\WKKIQUILQ$ &M KDMD KOX S X Q N PDNLQJ WKH PL
FRQYHQWLRQ LV OLNHO\ WR EW®\D RQH \ER\P J J/ORW KARQIW USRDOLQJ ZDVQ W DV EDG I
WKDW 2VFDU 5LRV UXQV LV OLNWI®\ WR EHVIV BB \WHRXW RR® SURYLGKBJ D FOHDU
EHHQ XVLQJ RQH FKDUDFWHU IRUIXLY SODVHHQIMRRADEB WKHLU FKDUDFWHUV LQ
GLIIHUHQW RQH IRU WKH 5RPDQ (PSLUH VFHQDULRV 7KH
SOD\HUV JHQHUDOO\ DFFHSW \RX PD\ QRWKNQRZVHBEK PWKHDU PRUH WRRGER[ URC
RU \RX PD\ EXW \RX DOO KDYH VRPH DPRKIQQW R] VXVSHFW WKH\ UH VWLDO LQ WKH
H[SHULHQFH DQG \RX UH DOO JRLQJ WRODBFHISW VDR LW\ 7KDW VDLZKWRKHUH DUH
VFHQDULR V SUHPLVH DQG ZRUN WRJHWSKOHU UBUVWKHY B ORW RI GLIIHDRGW ZD\V W
DOWKRXJK PDQ\ FRQYHQWLRQ VFHQDULRVVKEODY UGS WHRIHIQW D ELJ SLFWXYHURI WKH :
WDLORUHG WR WKHP VSHFLILF VOLFH Rl WKH SLH SLFWXUH ZKLF
KRPH JURXSV WKH JDPHV , SOD\ RQOLQH ZL
JRU D ORQJHU SHULRG EXLOGLNIV.Q ORYMW RUKB PIRRHZ RMKH JDPHV , SOD\ DW WK
XVHIXO 7KHUH V DOVR D TXHVMIURQ Rl ZRE&WHGWLRRQW, JRQWR DQG WKH JDPHV , U
SHULRG LV PXOWLSOH VFHQDULRYV FDP SD(LD@\G RUW @G RWKHU SODFHV IRMW , DOV
FDPSDLJQ WKDW V EDVLFDOO\ D ORQJ WFEKIB DW SR V)BIH[DRBY , HQMR\
(WHUQDDQ@EIMWN V R 11D U CNKHNKRINHED Y H
EHHQ EURXJKW WRJHWKHU E\ DQ 13& WR LQYHVWLJDWH



JRU H[DPSOH *HQ &RQ SUHVXPDQJ LW K\WWWSWHDVAZ ERRRWEBEH FRP ZDWFK"Y '(SFJ K
WKH VDPH DV LW ZDV LQ LV RQH KXURXIRK®YHQRMLRRQQVHY LQ WKDW DV RI 1IRYHP
WKDW KDV PDQ\ PDQ\ VPDOOHU FRQYHQ@WRQQ ZOWSIOMWKWVWLQJ $SS\DBHQWO\ DI
6RPHRQH ZKR GRHVQ W JDPH DW DOO FRKHGSEBBMW HILQ¥DIXELQJ RXUV IURP WKH SOD
WKHPVHOYHV ZLWK PRYLHV DQG FUDIWV SURNHFWNFLGE RWRHEKDQJH VRKH JDPH VI
SURJUDPPLQJ LWHPV LQWHQGHG IRU W IOR\QH W DRERSOM \RADIJHU SHRSOH LQ WKH JL
JDPHUV ZKR DUH XQLQWHUHVWHGSLQ SQRMWH DG MHERXW RXWUHPHO\ FRPSHWHQW S
EH XQDZDUH RI KRZ PDVVLYH WKH ERDWZ®VIMNR.QHWUBABHQW GRLQJ WIOMILQJILQDO
DQG SURJUDPPLQJ DW *HQ &RQ LV LI , KIDG&Q R IEWMKIQ VKLS V $, ZKLFKHE IDLOLQJ
DWWHQGLQJ ZLWK -RVK ZKR LV TXLWH KDSS\ VSHQGLQJ D
VLIJQLILFDQW SRUWLRQ RI *HQ BRBQ SO DUVHQR HE RMYG DQGHEZDWKDW WKH NRHGQGDWLR G
JDPHV , GRQ W WKLQN RI *HQ &RQ DV DVWRWSHYJUDWKHU WKDQ D IRWPRD GIXWWLORJ
FRQYHQWLRQ EXW WKHUH DUH HQRXJKWOWBRQ DUREIKEM UDWKHU WKDQ KDYH D K
FRXOG GR DQ DOO ODUSLQJ *HQ &RQ LIEDADWMWWHGGWRLIMQG®J PDFKLQH , P SUREDEO
ZDVQ W SLFN\ DERXW WKH W\SNVLRWI ODBBVW ROMKDBW. QV$EHFDXVH ZKBQNHP UHDGL
LV , PLJKW ZHOO GR D ODUS KW WKUHHKDBHRHQBKB ORDKW RXW DQG EWIK®I DEOH W
RITHULQJV WDEOHW DQG KDYH GDUNQHVV 3DUW LV WK
QHHGV D ORW RI OLJKW ,W V SGIREDEO\ YH!
%XW OHW V MXVW OLPLW RXUI IREXV WRRXSWWL G H FDZ DUHXR Q\ GD\ $QG LI WKHUH V
KXJH' DQ&DWK/LIUGHUEXW , GRQ W VLIQFKEARQJ OLJKW LW ZRUNV ZH@OEXW V D JR
DQ\ Rl WKRVH JDPH&DO @ @ /\WABXKWR DK LW ZRQ W EH UHSODFLQJ P\ UHJXODU GHYLF
*HQ &RQ DQG GHVSLWH WKHUHVEHLQJ D ORW RI WKHVH LW
DOZD\V D SOHDVDQW VXUSULVHRDKHHQ , DPMKPEORIUHWWHWR + IRYHPEHU VW *DP
RU WZR &R& JDPHV 7KH\ UH H{IWUHPHOFBRSXQWMLR@®Y WKH JRRG WKH EDG DQG W
FRQWUDVW EDFN ZKHQ ZH GLGR2ULJLQV , PLJKW EH LQ V
PDQ\ &R& JDPHV WKDW , VSHQG RYHU KPRORGOHMWH QJ SHRSOH JHWWLQJ WR NQRZ \
FRQYHQWLRQ LQ WKH URRP VHW DVLGHZIRUK&REHP JUHDW JDPHV QHZ JDPHV RXU
VKRSSLQJ OHDUQLQJ FRQQHFWLQJ EHLQJ
, 00 JHW LQWR *XPVKRH JDPHYHRM YDULRXV W\SHV , 0O
LQWRFWRUIRODW ZDV EHIRUH LW VKLIWH@ MARU\HKRRWHO DLU URRPV WKDW DUH WRR |
&DVWOH )DONHQVWHLQ RU &ORFRWARUN U'RPLAQIL RRVWQOVRPAHWLPHY EHLWK LQ DQ L\
LQWR D JDPWARIN SURBURIHKQN[ 'DZQ IHZ GHFHQW IRRG RSWLRQV DQG \HV VRPH
ERPPD®B VRPHRQH V5XRRVDPHLROLQJ LV PHK RU EDG
WKH 3\WKRV V\VVWBRQRIQ SOPAHV 2YHU WKH
(GJH *ULPRBODVKEXFNOHUV RI, WKH 6MIHWGTHFKQLFDOO\ EDG EXW LW KLW PH D\
PD\ JHW LQWR D JDPH RU WZR WKDW , HDQHYRU KHDUGHQW WR D FRQYHQWLRQ VR
, 00 WU\ WR JHW LQWR VRPHWKLQJ DW WKMHYLRRQHRFDRG/RV $QJHOHVOQHRBUJIHW ZK
ZKLFK FRXDBRBH7DVWH /R URDXH OREL 2YHUDOO LW ZDV IXQ %XW WKHUH ZDV RQt
3VL 5X@O0 ORRN IRU 3RZHUHG E\ WKH $SRFDO\SVH JDPHV
DQ\WKLQ¥OIRPEHD U BIBRD UNYTE LQ , VKRZHG XS ZLWK VHYHUDO RWKHU SOD\HU
JHQHUDO , ZLOO KDYH D YHU\RMHU\ | X G& FRRNBXDMIZROSJF, ZDV YHU\ FXULRXV DER
DZD\ KDYLQJ VHHQ D YHU\ YHU\ GLIIHUBRM KHID&RG WKDGHQVLYH , WKLQN 7K
WKLQN \RX ZRXOG VHH LI \RX ZHQW $QGR FKRIZW RKWBHD ZK\ EXW RQH RI WKH SC
\RX G HQMR\ P\ *HQ &RQ DQ\ZKHUH QHDU+BV PERKIKW, WKLV QKD BRGSKE®E IR U
GLG QRU , \RXUV DQ\ZKHUH QHDU DV PXFK ‘P& , ®BRIHK(RKW IRU HYHU\RQH $QG ZH
ZRXOG WR DFFHSW , WKLQN WKLV ZDV D WDEOH RI

$QG VRPHWKLQJ TXLUNLHU WKDQ *HQ &RQPDENHK HFKBMHDFWHUV , FUHDWHG D VKD
'"UHDPDWLRQ RU HVSHFLDOO\ OHWDWRBLWK ,&R\RMHQQWG VDW QH[W WR D PDQ ZKR
SOD\HG DW OHDVW RQH JDPH , YH QHYHAKRYUHDRBDGEER) WWOLNH KXPDQV RU VKDP
WKRVH , P QRW WU\LQJ WR RHW ZLWKSHDDOHRI WKIG/ WKDW LI WKH HOIDKWG UHDOL]
DZDUH Rl  PD\EH D TXDUWHU RUSZKDW DRHYQRIE LZQ WMKI&ER\RWH KH G ODNB RHU D E
ILHOG OD\EH ,W PLJKW EH PRUH OLNH WKLMWZDWRBRRO
7KHUH LV VR PXFK PRUH RXW WKHUH WKDQ HLWKHU RI XV
FRXOG DEVRUE ‘H VWDUWHG WKH PLVVLRQ DQGDWZR RWKH
FUHDWHG WUROOV GHFLGHG WRNWDUW FRI
7,027+< &2//,1621UH $YUDP *UXPHU UH 7LB&V ZKR OLNH WKH 3&YV ZHUKHROHDUO\ EL
'"HQJ ,W LVQ W \HW DYDLODEOH EHFDX\VAHUW NVQORM) GHE ®V SRWHQWLDIOVDOOLHV I
SXEOLVKHG :H IRXQG DW HQWLUHO\ XQQHFHVVDU\ %XW BV LW KDG E



UHVW RI XV VLIJKHG DQG EDFNH® XS RXU PRUGZHHW XRPIGIY 6KRXMR 6RFLHW\ D *

PHPEHUYV 6RFLHW\ JDPH ZLWK D KLJK VFKRRO Vt
VRPHZKDW GLITHUHQW UXOHV IRU 5HS

7KLV LV ZKHQ , OHDUQHG WKDW P\ FKRLFH WRREXAIOMGLRQVY DQG GHVLUHV ,YYH IRUJ

FKDUDFWHU ZLWKRXW ZLUHG URIOH[HV PHDQGHWRD®WV, EX® WDQ SUREDEO\ VXPPDU

ZDLW TXLWH VRPH WLPH EHIRURG JRW WR GRHDRXWKLQJ D

E\ WKHQ WKLQJV ZHUH MXVW DE®RXW RYHWK @6 KW WHKHBWQMIYHUVH <RX :LOO 6HH W

ZDV FOHDUO\ D GLVDVWHU 7LPH D 3HQQHG WR *RRG 6RFLHW\ JDF

IRFXVHV RQ PLOLWDU\ LVK VII ,Q 7HELC
(Ol , P RXW 0U -RKQVRQ FDQ KXQW PH GRZQRIONWHZHUH ILIJKWLQJ D ZDU LQ PHFKV
ZDQWYV DIJDLQVW RWKHU KXPDQV LQ PHFKV Z]

GLIITHUHQFHY LQ 5ROHV DQG %DFNJUR
OH &R\RWH 6KDPDQ , P RXW WRR/ :KDW LV WBWVVIRKXGBWVIWRODU\ DQG LQWURGXFLC
GRZQ" 7KH\ VDLG WKH\ G SD\ XX\DNWKRXVDQGLPBUWGIUWWBKDVH 7KLV ZDV D ORW RI
IRU ZDONLQJ LQ :H ZDONHG LQ :H DUH QRZ WO NR ZBRXWH LW XS
X 7ULDOV 7ULEXODWLRQV RI $YRND 6R
$QG WKDW ZDV VXIILFLHQWO\ VO@WLVI\LQJ WRVARXWMIODWR, BWNVW \HDU V SOD\WHVW R
UHPHPEHU LW EXW QRQH RI WKHINGLYV ZKDW VO/SLBENW LUQFA\OLWDWHG E\ =HODQWH V
WR EXPS WKLV LQWR :HLUG $YDORQ 6RFLHW\ UXOHV ZLWK WKH OH
YDULDQW RI WKH PDJLF UXOHV :H GLC
:KDW EXPSV LW LQWR :HLUG LV WKDW WKH WRRWKIQVSODHIQKW RU PLIKW QRW GR |
WKH WUROOV GHFLGHG DW VRIFH SRLQW RU BRIEHIWVURWWRW WKU )RON 6KDUHG :RU(
ZHUH ERUHG VR WKH\ WRRN RXW D FLIDUHW&RXOWMWHGEGRXE®H JDPH RI SOD\HUV
WULHG WR VHW WKH WDEOHFORWK RQ ILUH LQWR JURXSV ZLWK VRPH VHVVLRQV
JURXS UXQ D VHSDUDWH VHVVLRQ DQC
JRUWXQDWHO\ WKH\ XWWHUO\ IDLOHG LQ WKRLWRLQW VHVVLRQ , GRQTW UHFDOO I
KDSSHQHG DQG GRQTW NQRZ PXFK RI
7KH UHVW RI XV MXVW VDW WKH&H VWDULQJ RWKW K HR RXSGGLG EXW PLIJIKW VXPPCLC
QRW FDOO KRWHO VHFXULW\ :H GLG QRW FDPORMBREPDAHQWLRQ
VHFEXULW\ RU DQ\ RWKHU FRQYMB@QWAKERQ VWOIBIHYWMORI ZAMKELILIKW D SOD\WHVW R

TXLWH EHOLHYH ZKDW ZH ZHUH VHHLQJ 6ZRUGV Rl WKH 6HUSHQWLQH -RVK DQ
IRU 1LJKW V %ODFN $JHQWV WHVWHG
&855(17 *$0,1* 5HFNRQLQJ , PLIKW ZULWH WKLV XS
X 9HUYH D SOD\WHVW RI D VA\VWHP FUHI
X B6WUL[KDYHQ IRU "' H UXQ E\ 6WHSKHQXRKRRI 7TKURQ , GRQIW WKLQN ,100 Z
RQOLQH , GRQITW UHFDOO D ORW RI GHWDLOV

x 3LOODUV RI 6DQG IRU 6ZRUGV RI WKH 6HWQFHRWNLKQB VHYHUDO VHVVLRQV SOD!'
ZKLFK ZH SOD\WHVWHG EXW DOVR ZDQVQRM PLNMIK
+RSHIXOO\ RQH PRUH VHVVLRQ VKRXOG&G BmNRHLWKH 8QLYHUVH 3RZHU ,V )OHHW
x )HDUIXO 6\PPHWULHY D VDQGER[ FDPSRPWHYODW $ GLIIHUHQW VHWWLQJ IRU
7UDLO RI &WKXOKX KLJK PDJLF UXQQLQJLHYHHYH WKLV RQH OHDQLQJ LQWR
RWKHU ZHHN PRUH RU OHVV RQOLQH BXQWBWQYWOXFRAQFH IDQWDV\ PRYLHV C
KLDWXV XQWLO , ILQLVK 3LOODUV RI 6DQ&LFK , VWLOO KDYHQTW VHHQ /RWYV
x 8UEDQ 6KDGRZV QG HGLWLRQ UXQ E\ VWHH LI , FDQ DW OHDVW VXPPDUL]H
‘H UH RQ KLDWXV GXH WR YDULRXV RWHKBG\JOPHWQ 9DQ +HOVLQJ IDFLOLWDW!

,TYH EHHQ UXQQLQJ *RUGRQ /DG\ 6XVDQ 3, LV D KDFN RI
6RFLHW\ W V D RQH VKRW WKRXJK L
),1,6+(" *$0(6 OLNHO\ WR WDNH WZR VHVVLRQV ZKH

KDV EHHQ PXUGHUHG DQG /DG\ 6XVDQ

X 3KRHQL[ 'DZQ &RPPDQG UXQ E\ 1LFN .QB\S®KH GHFHDVHG V ODZ ILUP WR GLV

1RWH WKDW WKLV LV D FRPSOHWHO\ GLEHWHQMLQBIPHKR FRPPLWWHG WKH P XL

WKDQ 3KRHQL[ &RPPDQG 7KH 3&V DUH EKRWOMR GR DERXW LW /DG\ 6XVDQ 9|

ZKR YH GLHG DQG UHWXUQHG WR OLIH WRFIK JXKHWIOHWH H[FHSW WKDW /DG\ 6}

'UHDG D FROOHFWLRQ RI VXSHUQDWXUDOVRUGWMAMH UMLYH ZKHWKHU WKHUH D!

D PLVVLRQ FHQWHUHG JDPH ZLWK 3&V 2/KORP YMULHMWDERXW 7KLV UDQ WZR VHV!

RQ WKHLU VHFRQG RI VHYHQ OLYHV DQRDHVRK WRDWKKR PDUL]H

PDNHV WKHP VWURQJHU DQG PRUH FDSDEOH

PD\ WU\ WR ZULWH WKLV XS EURDGO\
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Happy December! The Cho has been socked in with fog for the last four weeks & we
only just had brief intervals of sunlight on December 17 & 18. Rain commence#l today
Is forecast to last about a week.

My elbow healed well from the skating injury, thanks. | did that back in September &
was back on the ice the following weekend. Healing took about three weeks. Celeste &
started a 13-week group skating class (Pre-Alpha level) at our rink in Novembed Arou
two weeks ago, we all earned skill ribbons in forward swizzles, two-foot glitie, &
scooter pushes. That leaves the one-foot glide & backward swizzles. We are also
working on some Alpha-level elements.réd/kaving a ton of fun.

In this Issue
x Comments on E&A #6
x IgTheme: The dumbest/silliest/craziest things the players ever did
x XP Tally for the Temple of Elemental Evil Campaign
X Nextish

Comments on E&A #6

Egoscan Index
X Twisting the Rope #6 x De Ludis Elficis Fictis
Xx 2YHUORUG:V $QQDOV x Bumbling Through Dungeons #6
X Reddened Stars #4 Xx 7TKH '"UDJRQ-V %WHDUG
X An Unlooked For Zine #5 x Age of Menace 243
X Quasipseudoludognostication 6 x Accidental Recall #5

X Going to be Ad-Libbed #4

Twisting the Rope #6 (Corcoranfs Midleton Distillery tour? Stop! That is on my bucket
list if | can ever get across the Pond. Happy birthday to your mother!

Your remarks about data centers started on a welcoming hopeful note (the tide turning
against a greedy Gold Rush of mad-dash development) only to be dashed whdn | rea
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an email from an attorney tipping me off to an attempt to permit a data center
supported by 300 megawatts of natural gas-fired backup generators (betterttiea
usual diesel fare, at least) without going through California Environmental Quality Act
review. At least there is legal action against this play to avoid community &
environmental responsibility.

Reddened Stars #4 (JohnPooh, the return of Jargon Zerklgiven insufficient time to

last montls koan but have a couple of observations to share. eshelver heard of

the six dustaWhat are they? Second, the Buddha returns to a place of light for
understanding. The place of light is referenced by this koan as the sunset & moonrise
from the vantage of the reader. The koan also implies that sunset & sunrise are occurrir
at the same time. Therefore, the reader is already in the place of light &stizadeing

can take different forms, even from the same vantage. Leastways, that is what the Full
Proof 1792 is telling me.

An Unlooked For Zine #5 (LisaHello. | appreciate the tip on the campsite & caving
games. LOL about Drac@garticipation in psychoanalysis.

Quasipseudoludognostication #6 (Riley)froika as smooth peanut butter mixed with
mealworms & sprinkled with tajin is a fair description whether one enjoys the game or
not. Thanks for the One-Page SummaryWiddcards Roleplaying System

Going to be Ad-Libbed #4 (Avram)Thanks for the DCC information.

De Ludis Elficis Fictis (Punblope you had fun at GridCon & didimave to sleep in the
Tauntors belly! Your remarks about my comments to Mitch on overland travel in D&D-
type games were timely, helping keep applicable variables fresh immg during our

last session of AD&D.

Bumbling Through Dungeons #6 (Wilsor)am so very happy for your new
employment. Way to go! Great pics of you and Barrowman. He looks likecasport!

7KH '"UDJRQ -¥1 (&ddh):Bggarding The Conflict of Gold and Experienggou
& your table are spot-on about most details, but | think that the cascading effect that
you describe on page 3 of your zine is the result of referee error. In AD&D, when PCs
acquire magic items on an adventure & then return to a safe locale, they musthiecide
disposition of magic iterbeforethe referee awards XP. PCs may elect to keep one or
more magic items for use & gain the XP value of the item(s), or they may sell oree or m
items for the GP value (and full XP value). The first approach garners the PC less XP
because they also get the advantages of using the magic item or items. The second
approach results in more cash & XP to the seller because they forfeit thesluértbé
item(s). What a PCs cado is hang onto the magic item(s), get the lesser XP value, then
decide to sell it/them & also get the cash value & correspondidghé® is double-
dipping &, as you noted, creates more problems for the game. It also prolongs the meta
(hm, sounds like a Cake album title: Prolonging the Meta). Consider page 85 of the
Dungeon Masters Guid&ll items (including magic) or creatures sold for gold pieces
prior to the awarding of experience pdmtsan adventure must be considered as
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treasure taken, and the gold pieces received for the sale add to thetreésiure taken.
(Those magic items not sold gain only a relatively small amount of experiensefpo
their value is in their usagg(@mphasis added)

Thanks for the rundown on DCC. | did enjoy the one time that | played in a characte
funnel adventure. We didrlevel up the PCs cos it was a one-shot, hence my knowledge
gap on the Level @l transition.

Accidental Recall #5 (Joshua):adore Lagavulin 16 proper smoke bomb, that! If you
like smokey whiskey, you might look for Shinobu lightly peated whisky. It isiet jmfod
Japan, although it is a blend of Japanese & Scottish whiskies (the bottleideasfy

it as Japanese Whisky so it has some whisky from outside Japan in the bottle. Scotch
aged in ex-Bourbon casks is the most likely candidate, owing to the light colartk

a mellow peat & smoke on the palate, so it could function as a gateway for hesitant
whiskey drinkers to the heavy hitters of Islay.

IGTHEME THEDUMBESSILLIESTCRAZIESTTHINGS THPLAYEREVERDID

In the Before Times, | ran an Arduin Grimoire campaigh@tH R1 6DFUDPHQWR
stores. Several sessions into the campaign, a youf0(§6ars) couple asked to join

our game. One of them wanted to play a pink dragon hatchling named Jewetpwldo

fly & breathe fire.-HZHO-V SOD\HU RSLQHG DIWHU D IHZ VH\
broken (too powerful)), GLGQ-W WKLQN VR LW EHFDPH DSSDU
SRZHU OHYHO zZzDV QRW WKH WKLQJ WKDW ZDV EURN

It started with the Red Solstice in the Kingdom of Arduin. The PCs left off their latest
excursion in nearby Stonehell Dungeon (years ago a prison) to weather theiolstice
relatively greater safety in their adopted hometown of Pavane. €deSRlstice occurs
every fifth summer solstice in Arduin. None of the moons are visible on this day & the sl
turns bloodredf URP GXVN WLOO WMudh @didetha@ iis-atmGspheig
DEHUUDWLRQ DOO $UGXLQ- -V QHJSaEThOAMHIVTRAGH Q G X
page 438.) The opened nexus gates permit (some would argue encourage) beings &
phenomena from other worlds & universes to travel to Arduin. Frequently, insalubrious
entities make the trip & wreak no little havoc. Pavane was not excepted from this trend.

7KH S Dvizaktly Gonor McGill, owned a wood-frame building in town that served as
KLV UHVLGHQFH SODFH RI E XhelPQ#had/ volOmiedred @ -péatro O
S3DYDQH:-V VWUH H WcGilhapgdehe& be dhlil@ btet $de of town when
FUDVKLQJ WKXPSLQJ VRXQGYV HP DRwe\WheadbptiRe® OF * L
EURWKHU -DFH VRPH RWKHUV ZHUH QHD We@&*L OO -\
investigated the noises coming from the ground-floor storeroom & found that three
airsharks had gated into the shadpK DUNV VKRXOGQ-W IO\ PDNH WI
thought, so she let them have it with her breath weapon before anybody could caution
her. Jewel simply assumed that airsharks flew magically, although the wiser members c
the party could have advised her that airsharks are natural creatures that happen to
have bladder-OLNH RUJDQV ILOOHG ZLWK KHOLXP -HZHO-\
of the sharks, exploding it & creating a chain reaction with the others. Although the
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explosions & resulting fireballs were brief, their power was sufficient to blow out the
windows, one corner of the building, & ignited the flammable materials in the storeroom
It was an expensive night for poor McGill.

XPTALLY FOR THEOEECAMPAIGN

The XP tally for the Frog Leg Gang at the end of Session 15/start of Session 16:

x Jack Ironhear(human paladin 2) o Level 2 requires 2,501 XP
o Total XP: 2,751 XP o Moira can train to Level 2
0 Level 3 requires 5,501 XP x New Moon (elven bard 1)
x John Ironheart(human cleric 1) o Total XP: 2,534
o Total XP: 2,507 o Level 2 requires 2,001 XP
o Level 2 requires 1,501 XP o New Moon can train to
o John can train to Level 2 Level 2
x Ekim Gnimelfiwood elf thief 2) x Fern(human druid 1)
o High Dex: +10% to XP o Total XP: 2,388
o Total XP: 2,099 o Level 2 requires 2,001 XP
o Level 3 requires 2,501 XP 0 Fern can train to Level 2
x Ttam Gnimelf(wood elf ranger x Amelie Atugar(half-orc cleric 2)
1/magic-user 1) o0 Total XP: 1,782
o 1,527/1,527 XP o Level 3 requires 3,001 XP
o Level 2 requires x Omar Atugar(half-orc fighter 1)
2,251/2,501 XP o High Str: +10% to XP
x Dame Sonya Ravenclakhuman o Total XP: 2,034
cavalier 1) 0 Level 2 requires 2,001 XP
o Total XP: 2,582 o Omar can train to Level 2
0 Level 2 requires 2,501 XP x Gobi (gnome illusionist 1/thief 2)
0 Sonya can train to Level 2 0 High Dex & Int: +10% XP
x Lady Moira Ravenclawhuman o Total XP: 2,178/2,121
magic-user 1) o |2/T 3 requires
o High Int: +10% to XP 2,251/2,501 XP

o Total XP: 2,549

SESSION 16 GOODMONTH?@1 (9/22/2024)

The session began on the morning of Goodmonth 6. Omar scoutedl BUDJW 1K VW D V!
Verbobonc (VBB), capital of the Viscounty of Verbobonc. It was a walled compound witl
five crossbowmen on the wall at any given time. There was a barrack inside thelwalls. £
personnel seemed humanoid, probably mainly human. Omar saw at leastp$0riroo
the compound. There was one striking figure.
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New Moon asked around town about Jubal. Jubal seewwiddd EH D "PD\R¥dpu RI
learned of three major powers in VBB: the viscount, who keeps the law & defends the
WRZQ WKH 7KLHYHV:- JXLOG ZKR LV DW RGGV HLWK
WUDGH VPXJJOLQJ -XEDO LV PRUH Y L-Re@ HI@Wuild WKH
-XEDO ILJKW RY H Us Mé¢ketdeliGgLniakes sigDli@g less lucrative. Jubal
Is a very tall, well-built, black-skinned man. The viscount is the most powenfildfaictio
he allows the other two factions to exist to balance each other out. The temples
(particularly the Cuthbertines) are also powers, but do not seek out political influence.
New Moon cadletect magion the items Ekim stole from Lakmed the alchemist. Only the
"SRWLRQ RI GLPLQXWLRQu UHJLVWHUHG DV PDJLFDO

Ekim leammed URP WKH WKLHYHV:- JXLOG WKDW -XEDO KDV

about 50 are at his compound at any given time. Lady Raven discovered that there are

three powers in ToEE: luz, Zuggtmoy, & Lolth. She also discovered that the forces of gc
razed the ToEE grounds & put a magical seal on it, trapping Zuggtmoy in the. Templ

New Moon, Lady Raven, Ttam, Omar, John, & Sonja attended an audience with Wilfricl
the viscount. They brought a silver necklace & two horses as a gift foegledwmri.

2PDU EULQJY /IDUHWK:-V SHQGDQW DV HYLGHIKEFH RI W
Frog Leg Gang permission to look for laborers to repair the moat house & was
appreciative of themF O HD U L QJ Ru¥ WBut hiadkeHt dldar ¥Mat he did not want the
party causing a ruckus in VBB. He specifically wants the Frog Leg Gang stabilizing &
protecting Hommlet while the fortifications are being built.

The PCs hired a team of 10 laborers & a mason to quarry the stone over a month to
repair the moat house & an engineer to manage the construction. The total cost was
estimated at 2373.5 GP. The laborers traveled with the PCs on the way back to
Hommlet, & the engineer/architect agreed to come out in about a month. Ttam
volunteered to pay theD D ERILRUWW PRQWK:V.ZDJHV *3

SESSION 17 GOODMONTH 21 - HARVESTER 3 (10/5/2024)

The session began with the party traveling back to Hommlet in the pouring raa. On th
first night, a patrol came across the party & shared camp for the night. On the seco
day, Ttam & Ekim rode outrider, keeping a lookout for bandits. At thefehd day,

they camped at the same spot that theyH |lW WKH URDG IRU 6HUWHQ -V
Fern, the Atugars, & Sonja left to see if they could find the plate mail that ftack le
EHKLQG D NontbHThd D wés unsealed & the plate where it was left. Omar
took it. It was late at night when they got back to camp.

On Goodmonth 24, there was a gale force wind & the party hunkered down all day.
That night, the patrol (led by Gerdas) came by again. It took the PCs three days to
arrive in Hommlet. The party secured lodging at the inn. Ttam decided to rent the
common room at the inn for the laborers. Jack asked the trader Rannos Davl about how
PXFK D VHW RI PDVRQ:V WRROV ZRXOG EH



The next day (Harvester 1) the Froggers shopped for supplies & got the laborers
oriented. On Harvester 2, they traveled from Hommlet further down the unused road
toward a spot thatis markeRQ WKH SDUW\.-V PDS "HYLO OedUNYV
Gobi spotted a cave by the Gnarley Woods.

The PCs climbed a steep slope to the cave mouth. The entrance was 7 feet wide. Ther
were large tracks (at least as big as a large cat) leading to & from the cave. Gobi
unsuccessfully snuck in because of piles of bones in the passageway. Fdis satst in

to scout & they reported that there is big danger inside as the party at the entrance
heared a screech from the cave. Fern baskskiron Sonja as Ttam & Ekim readied

their bows & Sonja readied her sword. Betweed Pt-V DUURZ G6RQMD:-V FK
owlbear was quickly put down. Ttam found a ring in the debris & the party returned to
their horses at the bottom of the slope & made camp.

On Harvester 3, the Froggers made it to Nulb without incident. Fedetadtmagion

the ring Ttam found & discovered that it was moderately magical. In Nulb, Baldric begas
paying off his debt to Mother Sk@J 6KH VDLG WKDW <-GH\ SDVVHC(
months back but XLFNO\ PRYHG RQ 6KH VDLG <-'"HOEEDV LQY

The party took the south road towards the ToEE. As they got closer, the vegetation
became mutated & twisted or dead. About 3 pm the PCs found a wall cawered
vegetation with the ToEE visible behind it. They located a gate in the ehaitked it

for traps, but did not find anything.

SESSION 18 HARVESTER 3 (11/1 2024)

The party walked up to the ToEE. It took 5 minutes to walk across the courtyard to the
southern door. Gobi & Ekim checked the stairs at the entrance of the temple for traps.
There were strange glowing runes on the doors. Ekim & Gobi were disturbed by th
runes & could not approach the doors. New Moon was able to examine &t&ansl
runes. They said:

Regeneration Antipathy
Warning

Demonic/Demon power

Private Thrall/Prisoner
Earth Sulfur/Infernal
Key
Death
Opposition/opposed Fear

2x EVil/Evil Pursuer



Possession

Danger/Dangerous/Deadly
Darkness  3x Protection

Iron

Ward V. Death Warning
Antipathy

The party was then approached by a human monk named Ko To Taz (playesl/by).

He said that he was here to oppose & destroy the TOEE. New Moon spent some time
studying the runed doors. Ekim & Gobi inspected the doors to the east &erest. T

were no traps, but the doors were solid & barred from the inside. The PCs scouted
around the ToEE to see if there were any other entrances or things of note. They spied
tower surrounded by rubble that had a group of black birds on top. At this poior Trev
reread the prophetic poem, and we noted that the Hart, the Moon, & then€ro
represent kingdoms & the fo&@R[HV ZKHUH WKH "URFNVu ZHUH SX
broken (and never found) need to be found (maybe in the kingdoms?).

The Froggers decided to investigate the tower in the rubble. Ekim found nbtitaips,
crows criedoutto P ZKR FDQ VSHDN WR ZIRRES QDaw&uFUHDW
They seemed to be giant ravens & being on the tower seemed to make them small
through some enchantment. Lady Raven befriended them & they tell Ekim thag there
PHDQ "WZR OHJVpu WKiDtWe veH WheX PaR Qimbéd] tHaitower, he

also appeared smaller. The PCs decided to clear the tower, so they set effensiv
positions & Taz broke the chains & bar holding the door shut. Taz immediagigtg

by a crossbow before ducking to the side. Ameliegg@stual hammé attacked the

visible spearmen. Gobi successfully cgdtaatasmal foraaud pit under the feet of 7
spearmen & then Ttam & Ekim shot arrows at the incapacitated soldiers.

SESSION 19 HARVESTER 3

During the fight, a rock trap activated & crushed the remaining spearmen. Gobi
dismissed his spell & the party entered the tower. A group of brigandsialrwaited
behind a table at the end of the room. After Gobi & Ekim slit the throats of the agical
sleptmen on the stairs, the remaining brigands behind the table surrendered.

Malus Minn, one of the brigands, explained that their boss, Issek, had alreadyemun to h
room & the remaining brigands thought she might have a secret escape passage in the
The brigands explained that they bring supplies to a side door of the ToEE re§ularly
that their next scheduled day to resupply the temple is tomorrow. The party acquires the
armor of the brigands & emptied a chest in the dormitory containing a jeweled dagger,
bag of electrum, & a bolt of silk. Taz succeeded in picking the loskM\dHN -V URRP
was a table with some dishes & a bottle, a chest of drawers, a bed heaped with quilts, &
a locked iron chest. In the drawers, there was ordinary clothing & items, as well as a
cloak & a sword with a topaz in its handle. Gobi successfully picked the lock on the met
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box, avoided a needle trap, & found 1,000 coins of varying denominatienst®ok his
rat around the dormitory to look for hidden coins & Jitter (the rat) identifiedeseweé
opened as well as the bodies of the dead brigands.

New Moon, Taz, & Ttam searchedds&/ URRP IRU D VHFUHW SDVVDJ
found a flagstone in the floor with a cleverly disguised pull ring in it. When Ted pull

up, he found a 3-foot-by-3-foot passageway going straight down with brounags.

Fern, Jack, John, Baldric, & Lady Raven stayed in the tower with the horses & brigands
while everyone else went down the passage. There was a bronze coffer & two locked
boxes (one bronze & one iron) in a 10-foot-by-10-foot room at the bottone téirs.

The iron chest contained about 1,000 coins, mainly gold & electrum. The bronze chest
contained a mystery vial with empty spaces where two more might be kept. The
passageway continued to the northeast, away from the temple. After haulingcéise bo

up the ladder, the party continued down the passage as it winded for about 800 fe
going slightly upward. The walls shifted from limestone to clay & the tunnel was shored
up by timbers. It led to a natural cavern. A concealed door was found on the southeast
wall. Gobi scouted the passage ahead of the party. It continued for aboufie@d0

before turning into a worked 10-foot-wide stone passageway with a room on the east
side. It was a 20-foot-by-20-foot room with a green lizaraldteature in it, a basilisk.

Gobi determined that is an illusion, but a wall of fire crosses the room. The outer
passageway ends after that. As the party discussed what to do about the fire wall, a
black pudding dropped down from the ceiling at the end of the hallway. After an
intense fight in which several flaming oil flasks were thrown on the pudding, it was
defeated & most of the party went to scrape clay off the wall to plug the channel of
flaming oil. While they were gone, Issek attacked Sonja & Gobi while she \sdddnvi
(presumably using the missing vials from the box.) When her attack failed, she
disappeared again & Gobi faintly heard a door open & close. Two twin me

approached & caught Sonja inheld persospell. After an intense struggle, the twin
mages & the invisible woman retreated. New Mooww& D XJKW LQ WKH LOO
spell & turned to stone. Taz explored the rooms behind it, finding a chest & a bedroom
full of exotic weapons.

End Sessions 189

Those session reports tookbipORW RI VSDFH LQ W KwdrkddépH , KD
comments yet, so we will pick up nextish with Session 20. It looks like the Frog Leg Ga
Is in desperate needRl WUDLQLQJ PRQH\ DOWKRXJK PD\EH P\
spaced training that was taken. OrOt duReventually.

x Jack Ironhear(human paladin 2) o John can train to Level 2
o Total XP: 2,751 XP x Ekim Gnimelfiwood elf thief 2)
o Level 3 requires 5,501 XP 0 High Dex: +10% to XP

x John Ironhearthuman cleric 1) o Total XP: 2,099
o Total XP: 2,507 o Level 3 requires 2,501 XP

0 Level 2 requires 1,501 XP x Ttam Gnimelf(wood elf ranger



1/magic-user 1)
o 1,527/1,527 XP
o Level 2 requires
2,251/2,501 XP

Dame Sonya Ravenclayhuman
cavalier 1)
o Total XP: 2,582
o0 Level 2 requires 2,501 XP
0 Sonya can train to Level 2

Lady Moira Ravenclaw(human
magic-user 1)
o High Int: +10% to XP
o Total XP: 2,549
o Level 2 requires 2,501 XP
0 Moira can train to Level 2

New Moon (elven bard 1)
o Total XP: 2,534
o Level 2 requires 2,001 XP
o New Moon can train to
Level 2

Nextish

Comments on E&A #7
ToEE Play Reports & XP Tally

Fern(human druid 1)
o Total XP: 2,388
o0 Level 2 requires 2,001 XP
o Fern can train to Level 2

Amelie Atugar(half-orc cleric 2)
o Total XP: 1,782
o Level 3 requires 3,001 XP

Omar Atugar(half-orc fighter 1)
o High Str: +10% to XP
o Total XP: 2,034
o Level 2 requires 2,001 XP
0o Omar can train to Level 2

Gobi (gnome illusionist 1/thief 2)
o High Dex & Int; +10% XP
o Total XP: 2,178/2,121
o | 2/T 3 requires

2,251/2,501 XP

Ko To Tazspirit folk monk 1)
o Total XP: 0
o Level 2 requires 2,251 XP

Wishing everybody a very happy holiday season. Celeste & | will go ice-skating
Christmas Eve Day & celebrate Christmas with my parents, brother, best friend & his
family, & some various others. Nollaig shona!



/KH (VWDWH RI )DOVH *ULIILQ

$Q 26( DGYHQWXUH IRU D SDUW\ RI

&DSWDLQ $EUDP )RUJH GLGQ
JXLOG ZDV SXWWLQJ RQ KLPUWRL
KH XQGHUVWDQG ZKHUH WKH St
+HYG VDLOHG XS DQG GRZQ WKH
QRZ VWDUWLQJ DV D GHFNKDW® G (
XQDVVXPLQJ OLIH DV FDSWDLQ Rl
WKHLU YR\DJHV ZHUH EHWZHHI
FRDVW WKH PHUFKDQW SDUDGI
DULVWRFUDW ULGGHQ FLW\ R 7+D
JXLOG KH VDLOHG ZLWK KDG BEH}t
WKH VWHDG\ XQLQWHUUXSW HEKE
YR\DJHV RXWVLGH Rl WKH *UMLRE
ZKHUH KH DQG KLV FUHZ FRXOG
ZKLOH KLV VKLS ZDV LQ SRUW

7KDW ZDV ZK\ WKH WLPH FU.
MRXUQH\ ZDV DOO WKH PRUH P
VRPHWKLQJ ZURQJ WR XSVHWDWR
KH MXVW FDXJKW LQ FURVVILU
1RUPDOO\ LW ZRXOGQIW KDYHKHE
QHZV Rl VKLSV DORQJ WKH FRDVYV

3+RLVW WKH VDLOV ODNH
VHFRQG LQ FRPPDQG KDG JLYHQ
XQIXUO WKH UHVW RI WKH VDU QR
WUDIILF QHDU WKH SRUW 3&Q@HI
$EUDP ~

&DSWDLQ $EUDP NHSW KLV k
VFRZOHG EXW GLGQIW WXUQWN
WRGD\ :HJUH VWLFNLQY WR WKH

2XW RI KLV SHULSKHUDO Yl
&DUWHUYV VXUSULVH 3:KDW"V$EV

UHSRUWY 7KDW EXVLQHVV QHMDIL
JRLQJ RQ 7KHUH ZDV ZRUG MWV
VKLS -’

3, NQRZ DERXW WKH UHSRUYV
EHIRUH \RX , DOVR NQRZ WKBWX
RI GUXQNDUGV DQG IRROV ZHYK
FDXWLRXV ~

3, WIV WKH JXLOG LVQIW LW"’

$EUDP VHW KLV MDZ WR DY}
+LV VHFRQG LQ FRPPDQG KDG IDC
KLV DJH ,W ZRXOG VHUYH KLP ZF
KLV RZQ ZRUN FDSWDLQ RU RW!I
ZDQW WR LQGXOJH KLV KDELRM W
\RX ZK\ , PDNH P\ GHFLVLRQV ~

UB\ QIHPYRILO WWKID U |

+H IHOW WKH \RXQJHU PDQTV .
DQG IHOW LW VWUD\ WR WHBW EHY D/
WR WXUQ SRUW VLGH DW KLVKBDARX]I
WKDW WXUQ PHDQW WKH\ N@/HHRVK
LQVLGH WKH VKDOORZ ZDWHUWWX DO
WKH VWUDLW WKDW UDQ QHIW QVR
3RLQW

&DSWDLQ $EUDP ZDLWHG XQW
WKH ZKHHO WR ORRN EDFN DWH&DL
ZDV WZLVWHG ZLWK DQJHU 2KMHW K
ZDV IHDU LQ KLV H\HV WRR ZRROGN
DFNQRZOHGJH IRU WKH VDNH RI WK

*$\H &DSWDLQ ~ FDPH WKH UHS

7KH \RXQJ PDQ OHIW KLP DQG
KLV ZRUULHV DQG JXHVVHV DW WKH

7KH (VWDWH RI )DOMH D BPL\M VA
DGYHQWXUH WKDW KDV WKH VEDW H-
DQG LWV WZR FDUHWDNHUV DXHRR
FXOW DQG FRQIURQW WKH FXQWYV
7KLV DGYHQWXUH ZDV GHVLJQ@HG IF
EXW VKRXOG EH HDVLO\ FRPSDWLI
VFKRRO UHQDLVVDQFH V\VWHPV
7753*

6HWWLQJ 2YHUYLHZ

7KH (VWDWH RI )DOVW VHW IRQ
LVODQG RI )DOVH *ULIILQ 3RL@W D
%URDGZLQJ 7KH LVODQG LV DERX)
DORQJ WKH *UH\ED\ &RDVW $KBLDC
VWUHWFK Rl WKH FRDVW EHWZHHC
'RUWHOO\ DQG +DPSWRQIULHHDRU
ZKLFK LV SDUWLDOO\ H[SRVHG O5XU
VWUDLW RI GHHSHU ZDWHUV WKV
VKRDO DQG VKLSV FRPPRQO\ XVH L

,Q UHFHQW PRQWKV VKLSV KD
RU IRXQG VKLSZUHFNHG ZLWK QR
SDVVLQJ FORVH WR )DOVH *ULIILC
VSUHDG DQG VKLSV WKDW ZRXOG
MRXUQH\ WKURXJK WKH VWUDLW K
ZD\ DURXQG WKURXJK WKH RSHQ \
LQWHUIHUH ZLWK WUDGH \WR QWK HW I
DGYHQWXUHUV GRZQ WR LQYHWKNL.



HLWKHU HOLPLQDWLQJ WKH QUKW
WKHUH LV QR GDQJHU RXWVIDG&R WF

/KH 7TRZQ RI %URDGZLC

JRFDWHG PLOHV QRUWK R
PLOHV VRXWK RI 'RUWHOOL WO
VPDOOHU YLOODJH RQ WKH FIRLC
IDUPHUV DQG UDQFKHUV $ GRFA)
ILVKERDWY EXW WKH VKDOORZXKLE
XVLQJ WKH FKDQQHO IURP VWRS
VWRS WKH\fUH IRUFHG WR JRRG'
EDFN DQG IRUWK IURP WKH YLOOI
7KH WRZQVIRON DUH D PL
GHPL KXPDQV DQG DUH ZHOFRPL
SDLG PXFK DWWHQWLRQ WR WKH
DVLGH IURP D IHZ \RXQJHU IRON
KXQW IRU ZDVKHG XS WUHDVXQ®
WKH\ ZLOO PHQWLRQ WKH F DRIQHFN
D PRQWK IRU VXSSOLHV PRVWC
ODWLOGH QRZ WKDW /HQQ\ KDV J

7KH +LUDP (VWDWH

J)DOVH *ULIILQ 3RLQW LV KR
EHORQJLQJ WR WKH +LUDP |IBWIDC
ZDV D YDFDWLRQLQJ KRPH DOQRU ¢
WKH IDPLO\ 1RZ WKHUH DUH QF
+LUDP IDPLO\ DQG VR WKH HVWDYV

7KH IDPLO\ PDLQWDLQHG D \
VWDII SHUPDQHQWO\ VWDW LVRNLHX
HITHFW 7KH SHRSOH LQ %URDG

_’l-v _
A T

1)
(b LT TR T,
W”“"“'?f_’_”' R LT arl;;:;;,j,;/f; 5

FDUHWDNHUV FXUUHQWO\ LQ FKD
RFFDVLRQDOO\ PDNH WKHLU ZD\ LC
VXSSOLHV &XUUHQWO\ /HQQ\ PDLQ

/JHQQ\ OF*DVNLQV

7KH ROGHU FDUHWDNHU D KXP
ZRUNHG IRU WKH HVWDWH FOX @H®D.
ZKHQ LW ZDV VWLOO EHLQJ DE®GXO
HYHQWV E\ WKH IDPLO\ +H ZOWQLQ
WKH ILQDO PHPEHU RI WKH +DUDP
KDV GXWLIXOO\ PDLQWDLQHG WKH .

/HQQ\ KPDNWUMWURQJ VHQVH RI G
QRW DEDQGRQ WKH HVWDWH RQOH
WKH +LUDP IDPLO\ +H LV ZLQUHWM
DURXQG WKH HVWDWH WR UQ WHVWK
SUHVHQFH IRU PRUH WKDQ B FACHWX
RI WKH HVWDWH ZLWK KLWG® LDAV VD
WR NLOO WKH DGYHQWXUH WM K IKW K
LV QRW D YHU\ FDSDEOH PXUGHUHU

ODWLOGH 6SHDNLQJ

ODWLOGH LV WKH \RXQJHU RI \
RQO\ 6KH LV SHUKDSV QRW HIXL)\
MRE EXW VKH HQMR\V WKH SIDGKHF
ZDYHV GHVSLWH WKH DFWLSKAVZDRL
KLUHG DIWHU WKH ODVW SXEDQF P
ZDV JRQH DQG VR KHU RQO\H®QHIHU
WHOOV KHU 6KH DVSLUHV WRQ® Y
KHU VRQV QRZ DGXOWV WR WKH P|



1HZ ODQDJHPHQW DW +

S5HFHQWO\ D FODLPDQW W
UHDSSHDUHG ZLWK VXIILFLHQWKHK
FDUHWDNHUV 7KH\ ZLVK | RQUWWIKK-
IURP WKH SXEOLF H\H DQG VBRHK
GHSWKV RI WKH IDPLO\ FU\SWYV

YRUV\WKH +LUDP

JRUVI\WKH +LUDP IRUPHUO\ )
\RXQJ PDQ LQ KLV ODWH V ZWW
WKH +LUDP (VWDWH +H KDV S
LQYROYHG LQ FXOWLVK D F VDDA
UHIXJH WR SUDFWLFH DQG JURZ
SU\LQJ H\HV Rl DXWKRULWLHV |
LQYHVWLIJDWHG KLV IDPLO\ KLV
FRQQHFWLRQV WR WKH +LUDPWD
IDPLO\ QDPH DQG WRRN WKH PR
+LV GRFXPHQWDWLRQ ZDV VXINF
WR EHOLHYH KLP DQG WKHLPDUH

&XOW RI ORJXV

JRUV\WKH +LUDP EHORQJV W
WKH 20G *RG Rl $QJU\ 7LGHV ROF
%LOJIXV ZKRP WKH +LUDP IDPL:
ZRUVKLSSHG IRU PDQ\ \HDUV DV
3DVVDJH 7KH +LUDP IDPLO\ RMKE
LFRQRJUDSK\ RI %LOJXV DQGLJFR
VDWLVIDFWLRQ LQ UHDSSURSMWL
oDLU

7KH FXOW KDV WKH JRDO RI
ORJXV LQWR WKH PDWHULDO S
GHVWUXFWLRQ XSRQ WKH VDLIKWRF
DUH QR PRUH WKDQ SURILWHE
HQULFKPHQW 6R IDU WKH\ KDY/
FUHDWXUHYV RI ORJXV DQG UM X
WR VXPPRQ DQ DYDWDU

'LVDSSHDULQJ 6KLSV

JRUVI\WKH DQG KLV FXOW D
GLVDSSHDUDQFH RI WKH VKLSW Ku#
LVODQG 'HHS LQ WKH XQGHUJU|
XQGHUJURXQG SRRO FRQQHFWEG
WKH LVODQG 1RUPDOO\ WKH S
IORRGJDWHV FDQ EH RSHQHOG/ WRR
ZDWHU LQWR WKH XQGHUJURXGGE
FXUUHQW WKDW VKLSV FOR\QH H@
WR ILJKW DIJDLQVW DQG WK®ID LDW

8VXDOO\ WKH VKLSV DUH VHY
SURFHVY EXW PRVW RI WKH FUHZ
PHPEHUVY DUH WKHQ XVHG DNV SDUW

7KH $GYHQWXUH

7KH DGYHQWXUHUV VWDUW LQ
ZLWKRXW D PHDQV RI WUDQYRBIRQ@W/ L
7KH WRZQVIRON DUH ITULHQGO\ WHF
WKHPVHOYHY LOQOWHUHVWHG LQ LQY

%URDGZLQJ

7KH ROGHU IRON ZLOO UHPHP
+LUDP IDPLO\ VWLOO KHOG SDOWL
FRPSODLQ DERXW WKH ULFK IQON
WRZQ EHIRUH 7KRXJK WKH\ PLQWW
WRZDUGV WKH +LUDPV WKH\ TRQT\
\RXQJHU IRONV RI %URDGZLQJHZLO
UHFHQW HYHQWY VXUURXQGIDNH W
VRPH FRQYLQFLQJ IRU WKH DREYHQ\
WR WKH LVODQG

$V WKH SOD\HUV LQWHUDFW ZL
WKH\ PLJKW KHDU UXPRUV DERWW
QHZV DERXW WKH VWUDLW

G 5XPRUV

7KH +LUDP HVWDWH LV OL
PDLQWDLQHG E\ WKH FDUHI
ORVW RI WKH HVWDWH LV
EHQLJQ WUDSV LQ WKH PL
XVHG WR DEGXFW VKLSV

7KH +LUDPV QHYHU GLHG
DzZD\ IURP JDPEOLQJ GHEV
1R RQH NQRZV IRU VXUH Z
+LUDPV EXW QRQH RI LW
D JDPEOLQJ SUREOHP

J)DOVH *ULIILQ 3RLQW LV K
VRPHWKLQJ KDV VSRRNHG
SDUWLDOO\ WUXH 7KHUH
PDQRU ZKLFK VHHPV JKRYV
VWUDQJH FLUFXPVWDQFH"

7KH FDUHWDNHUYV DUH FD
WKHPVHOYHY RQ WKH LVO
KDUERULQJ D VWRZDZD\ R
IDPLO\ 2 WUXH 7KH FDUHYV
WKH FXOWLVWY QRZ

7TKHUH LV VWLOO D OLYLQ



IDPLO\ DQG WKH\ ZLOO VR
WDNH RYHU WKH HVWDWH
+LUDP DOUHDG\ FRQWURO
LQWHQWLRQ RI SUHVHQWI

7KH IDNH JULIILQV R1 )DO)\
UHWXUQHG DQG DUH FDXYV
GLVDSSHDUDQFHYV 2 IDOVF

7TKHUHYV VRPHWKLQJ PDJL
VKLSV WR GLVDSSHDU 2 W

/IHQQ\ WKH FDUHWDNHU ZF
KDYH WKH +LUDP IDPLO\ U
DOO WRR ZLOOLQJ WR EH(
JRUVI\WKH SUHVHQWHG KL
WKH IDPLO\ DJDLQ

,QQ 2 7KH %HDNHG 6HD /LRQ

7KH %HDNHG 6HD /LRQ LV D
RI WKH ORFDOV *URP WKH LR® MI
WRZQ VR SHRSOH RIWHQ VWRF H
7KH LQQ KDV D FRPPXQDO URFP
VWD\ LQ

%XVLQHVV 'LVWULFW

ORVW VWDQGDUG VHDIDULQJ
SXUFKDVH LQ %URDGZLQJ DWQM
RI WRUFKHV DQG ODQWHUQVWEKK
GRQYW VWRFN DQ\ ZHDSRQV DOQ
ZLOO FRVW H[WUD DQG WDNH WLF

7KH FDUSHQWHU DOVR VHOO
LWHPV RQ EHKDOI RI WKH WRZ
PDIJLPD@QWHUQ RIRUKDGRZWKH D
PD\ EH LQWHUHVWHG LQ 7KH
VKDGRZV WXUQLQJ GLP OLJKWHIE
EHDUHU ZKLFK JLYHV D R Q HWV
FDUULHV LW ,W GRHV QRW QHHG

%RDWKRXVH DQG WKH 'RENV

$Q ROG VDLORU E\ WKH QDF
UXQV WKH ERDWKRXVH WR P OXIDQM
URZERDW IRU KLUH IRU JSQRWUK
DGYHQWXUHUV DJDLQVW W DNLWJ
WKH VWURQJ WLGHYV

&UHPLQ\ GRHVQIW GR DQ)\
DQ\PRUH EXW KH FDQ WHOO DMK
EHORQJ WR VR WKH\ FDQ ILQGWX]I
VDLOERDW WR WDNH WKHP RRUR
JS WR WDNH WKH DGYHQW X WHUDW
GRZQ WR JS

*HWWLQJ WR WKH LVODQG

7KH FXUUHQWV FDQ EH VWU
HVSHFLDOO\ DURXQG )DOVHWXNUH UG
WDNH D URZERDW LW ZLOO WRXH
DFURVV ZLWK WZR SHRSOH URZLQ
PXVW VDYH DJDLQVW SRLVRQWKH E
QH[W ORQJ UHVW SHQDO%& WR D!

$ VDLOERDW FDQ FURVV WKH V'

.| DQ\ERG\ SD\V VSHFLDO DWW!
WKH\ ZLOO QRWLFH WKH\ IORQ@ GAW L
HDVWHUQ VLGH

J)DOVH *ULIILQ 3RLQW

7KH LVODQG QDPH FRPHV IUR
EHIRUH HYHQ WKH +LUDPVY SWRHEHC
D IORFN RI FUHDWXUHV WKDW ERBRW
ZHUH ODUJH DQG ZLQJHG OLNH *LU
WKH\ NHSW DQ\RQH IURP DS PUWRRFK
EHLQJ DWWDFNHG EXW ZKHQ §¥RPF
WKH FRXUDJH WR VDLO RYHWVWK
ZHUHQYW JULIILQV DW DOO DRGWKF
FUHDWXUHVY DFWXDOO\ ZHUHW H\O
ZHUHQIW JULIILQV DQG VR WKH LV

$UULYLQJ DW WKH ,VODQG

'KHQ WKH SOD\HUV DUULYH DV
VHH /HQQ\ ZDWFKLQJ IURP DWRS W
WKH ERDWKRXVH WR WKH ZDOOHG
SOD\HUV GRFN KH ZLOO KPYDRVWH L/
EXW KH ZLOO KDYH VHQW ODWWG@GH
JUHHW WKHP ODWLOGH ZLOCHBH®QRY
YLVLWRUV RQ WKH LVODQG DO®G
SUHSDUHG WR HQWHUWDLQ PRUBXE
DWWHQWLRQ /HQQ\ ZLOO DOOmRZ \
FDVXDO ORRN DURXQG WKH KW WD W
GLJJLQJ XS DQ\ SULYDWH IDPLO\ DI

ODWLOGH ZLOO DFFRPSDQ\ WK
RQ WKH KLOO WKDW FOLPEWRWRB YV
6KH LV KDSS\ WR VKRZ WKHP YOHUR X
WKH JURXS DORQH DV ORQJ DD/QWK !}
SURSHUW\

$W VRPH SRLQW /HQQ\ ZLOO L
DQG ZLOO LQWURGXFH KLPVH®HDUW
WKDW KH GRHVQIW OLNH WKKDWW Kl
ZRXOG UDWKHU KDYH WKH HVMWDW
ZKR PLJKW PHVV ZLWK KLV FIRWHWL



RI DVNLQJ WKH YLVLWRUV WNRHVPI
FOHDU WKDW WKH\ KDYH WR EH J

([SORULQJ WKH 0DQRU

1RWH WKDW DOO WKH URRP'
WKH PDQRU DUH ORFNHG DV RKXC
WKH ILUVW IORRU /HQQ\ DQ& RIC
NH\V DURXQG ZLWK WKHP ZKLRK
WR WKH HVWDWH H[FHSW |RAKIW

HE TN
BRUAL

UHTXLUHV WKH NH\ [URP WS HE IDANEX
ULQJ RI NH\V FDQ EH IRXQG LQ Wi
HLWKHU Rl WKH FDUHWDNHUW KHRW
ZLOO FRQIURQW WKH DG Y H QHAYKHHW
VHQG ODWLOGH RIl WR %URDWGZRQJ
ZLOO WU\ WR PXUGHU WKH D@L DBI®W
DQG VXUSULVH ZKLFKHYHU KH W
GHSHQGLQJ RQ KRZ PXFK WKH




XQFRYHUHG +HYV ROG DQG LWXR
KH ZLOO DYRLG GLUHFW FRPEDW

TKH % RDWKRXVH

:DWHU ODSV DJDLQVW W
ERDWKRXVH 7KH ZRRG KDV
SODFHV ZKHUH EDUQDFOHV K
KDV HDWHQ WKURXJK EXW P
DQFLHQW $ VPDOO VDLOERD

$ VHFUHW GRRU LV KLGGHC
YLVLEOH XSRQ LQVSHFWLRQWHG®
NH\KROH LV YLVLEOH 7KH PDWAFE
WKH OLEUDU\ FORVHW LQ

%RDWKRXVH 6HFUHW 5RRP
$ VHFUHW URRP FOXWWHUHG
ERDW UHSDLU $ WDEOH FRQWDL
SODLQ ZRRGHQ ER[ ,QVLGHZWKMHkK
FDQ EH XVHG WR RSHQ WKH VHFU

20G &KDSHO

$Q ROG VWRQH FKDSHO N
ZHOO FOHDQHG $ FRXSOH UR]
VSDFH E\ WKH HQWUDQFH
D GDLV B5HOLJLRXV LFRQRJU
FDQGOHV DQG D VHFWLRQ LM
RXW IRUPLQJ D VPDOO LQGHW\

7KH UHOLJLRXV LPDJHU\ LV I
WKH *RG RI 6DIH 6HD 3DVVDJH

7KH LPSUHVVLRQ LQ WKH FHC
WR DQ DVVRFLDWHG VLJQHW UL
PDWFKLQJ ULQJ LV LQVHUWHN®LE
DZD\ UHYHDOLQJ D SDVVDJH ZQWV
ULQJV FDQ EHDI@EQMXIW ZLOO RS
SDVVDJH WR

&KDSHO /LEUDU\
$ VPDOO OLEUDU\ FRQWDLQL
DQG UHOLJLRQ LQFOXGLQJ P DX\
OLEUDU\ LV ORFNHG EXW W/HHRHSQ
$ NH\ IRU LW FDQ EHRIRXQG LQ

&KDSHO 2IILFH
$Q RIILFH ZLWK QRWHV SULP
WKH HVWDWH &ORVH LQVSHKWVWV

EHHQ D VLIJQLILFDQW XSWLFW KWV I
IDOO XQGHU WKH FDWHJRU\ SUHSDL

&KDSHO 6WRUDJH
$ VWRUDJH URRP IXOO RI FR
'RHVQIW VHHP WR KDYH EHHQ WR
&ORVH LQVSHFWLRQ ZLOO UHHWGDO
EHKLQG VRPH ER[HV&KWOLYHDRFXW
ZKLFK UDSLGO\ DFFXPXODWHV GX\

URRP LW LV NHSW LQ

&DUHWDNHUfV +RXVH

$ PRGHVW KRXVH WKDW /HQQ\
7KH ILUVW IORRU FRQWDLQN OLNLW
DUHD ZKLFK KDV D IHZ VEDWWHUH
ODUJH KHDUWK VLWV LQ WRRP QRHDN
WKH VWDLUZD\

7KH FDUHWDNHUV ZLOO DFFRP
WKURXJK WKHLU KRXVH LI VEKMA ZLO®
IODWO\ UHIXVH WR DOORZ WHKRHP X
7KH WZR Rl WKHP ZLOO EHJLQ OR
WKHP DQG /HQQ\ ZLOO VHQG 0DAVLC
WKH DXWKRULWLHV LI WKH DGYHQW

(QWUDQFH +DOO

7KH PDQVLRQ LV JUDQG I
LQ WKH HQWUDQFH KDOO G M
FRUQHUV VXSSRUWLQJ D WWBR
VHFRQG IORRU 6WRQH IULHPH
DURXQG WKH FHLOLQJ GHSLF
ZDYHV DQG VDLOLQJ VKLSYV

'DUN ZRRG ILOOV WKH VS
LWVHOI DGRUQHG ZLWK ODUL
PHQ DQG ZRPHQ $ ODUJH SDW
HQWUDQFH LQWR URRPV EH\RC

7KH HQWUDQFH KDOOZD\ VHWYV
WKDW ZLOO FRQWLQXH WKURRJIKR X
PLIWXUH RI PXQGDQH DQG VRWKLRFD
DQG WKH RWKHU VSDFHV LQWHQGH
NHSW DVVLGXRXVO\ FOHDQHG

/ILYLQJ 5RRP
&RPSOHWH ZLWK ILUHSODFH
SOHQW\ RI VHDWLQJ DQG DH GDLLTTXRRL
LV YHU\ ROG EXW WKHUH DWH D IH:



'LQLQJ 5RRP
JHDWXULQJ D ODUJH WDEO
KDUSVLFKRUG

.LWFKHQ
7KH NLWFKHQ KDV SOHQW\ F
EXW QRW PXFK IRRG +RZHYHU
DGYHQWXUHUV ZLOO VKRZ D OL
UHPQDQWYV RI UHFHQW EDNLQUVL
ZRQTW PHQWLRQ DQ\WKLQJ [YHRX
OLH DQG VD\ WKDW WKH\ KDY HVE

PDQVLRQ VRPHWLPHYV LQVWHDGOQRI
UHDOLW\ WKH\ DUH EDNLQJ EUHDG

/[LEUDU\

7KH ODUJH OLEUDU\ LV N
UHVW RI WKH KRXVH $ WD O
WKH ZHVWHUQ ZDOO ILOOHGR]
KLVWRU\ DQG PDWK WR ILFWLY
ODUJH ILUHSODFH VLWV DOH
ERRNFDVH ZLWK WKH UHPQDQ\

i
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7KH OLEUDU\
FDUHWDNHUY DQG RFFDVLRQDMXK I#F
DUH VHYHUDO PLVVLQJ JDSV LQ
QDYLIJDWLRQ FKDUWY DQG D UHO

G % RRN

$ *XLGH WR ORGHUQ 3URE
D WHFKQLFDO ERRN ZKLFEk
NQRZOHGJH WR XQGHUVW
ZLWK FKDUPLQJ DQHFGRW
JURZLQJ XS RQ D IDUP

$ZD\ IURP WKH $VKHV $ +
+DPSWRQIULH]H DIWHIHW F
WLWOH GHWDLOV WKH HY
ILUH LQ +DPSWRQIULH]H C
UHEXLOW WKH FLW\ ZKHQ
DSDUW $ IXOO UHDG OHD
LPSUHVVLRQ WKH JUHDW
LQWHQWLRQDOO\ VHW E\ |
PRYH LQWR WKH DUHD

7KH *UHDW 9R\DJH¥:BLWW:
7\UHOO $PDVL $ PHPRLU I
VXUURXQGLQJ DUHD OLN
SRLQW RI SXUH ILFWLRQ

&ORDNHG $PRGB7TUBWWRQ
DERXW D VS\ ZKR LQYHVW
NLQJ $V VKH OHDUQV PRL
FRQVSLUDWRUVY UHDVRQ"
TXHVWLRQ ZKR LV LQ WKH

7KH +LVWRU\ Rt R RPIGLL
VRPH \HDUV DJR E\ D S|
+DPSWRQIULH]H 7HUULEO
VSHFXODWLRQ

I1DYLIDWLRQDO &KDUWYV R
%URFDGLDIHOEHWKH WLWOt
DUHD VXUURXQGLQJ 'RUW
URXWHYV QRUWK WKURXJK

*XHVW %Y HGURRPYV

30DLQ JXHVW URRPV ZLWK Il
I TXHVWLRQHG WKH FDUHVEDNKH
UHDG\ LQ FDVH DQ\RQH VKRXOG
WKHP DIWHU D KDUVK YR\DJHN K&
DGYHQWXUHUV WR VOHHS RQ WKF

7KH URRPV DUH RFFDVLRQD(
WKH\ KDYH EHHQ XS XVLQJ WKW
PRUH UDUHO\ LI WKH\ DUH HQ"
EHGURRPV DUH FORVHO\ LQ YFH/W
ILQG HYLGHQFH RI WKHLU UHFHQ)\

LV VWLOO X\

D )DOOHQ GRZQ D FUDFN LQ WK
GHVN LV WKH VFUDS RI D QRWH

E $ ELW RI VDLOFORWK LV LQ D Q

F 8QGHUQHDWK D QHDWO\ IROGH
Lv D ZzDG RI GLUW\ FORWKHV H
D GDJJHU RQH RI WKH VDFU
FXOWLVWYV ZLHOG

%HGURRP +DO0OZD\
$GRUQHG ZLWK D IHZ SDLQ\
VHDVFDSHV DQG PDJLFDO JROWGOVYFF
GLP LQ WKH HYHQLQJ $ VWDRQ@GD\
IORRU

$UW +DOOZD\

3RUWUDLWY DQG VWDWXHV O
FXUDWHG JDOOHU\ ZKLFK FRQRMLQ>
WKH HQWU\ZD\ 7KH VWRQHZRUN
FRQWLQXHV GRZQ WKH KDOOZD\ [
UHOLHI PXUDO GHSLFWLQJ SSVWR
ILJKWLQJ DJDLQVW D UDJLQWWRHWK }
VHFRQG IORRU
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8SSHU )ORRU $UW *DOOHU\

ORUH DUWZRUN GRPLQDW
VHFRQG IORRU 3DLQWLQJV D
JROG LQODLG ER[HV OLQH HY
VWDLUV LV D ODUJH FRPELQ
FOHDUO\ PDJLFDOO\ HQFKDQW
GHSLFWHG LQ DEVWUDFW ED
DUFKHV RI PDUEOH DQG ZDW
VWRSSHG PLG GHVFHQW FDVFI

$ EDOFRQ\ ORRNV GRZQ
ULQJHG E\ D PDUEOH EDOXYV
UDLOLQJ VKRZFDVHV WKH PRV
VHD VWRUPV UDJH DQG FDSV
GHSLFWV D WHUULILHG FUHZ
GDUN ILJXUH WRZHULQJ DERY
YLVLEOH LQ RXWOLQH DV VRPII

7KH GDUN SDLQWLQJV DORQJ
DUH FOHDUO\ GLITHUHQW WHK RV
WKH PDQRU &ORVH LQYHVWRBRMC
DQG QDLO KROH UHSDLUV VXHJE
PRUH UHFHQW DGGLWLRQ

*XHVW 6XLWH DQG 6WRUDJH
%HKLQG D ORFNHG GRRU Zt
VXLWH KDV EHHQ WXUQHG L GIWIR
SDFNHG LQWR WKH URRP PDWIHC
$OVR SUHVHQW DUH WKH SDDEMAQ
IURP WKH ZDOO E\ WKH JDOOHU\

*DPH 5RRP

7KLY URRP LV ILOOHG ZL
ZLWK FKHVV ERDUGY DQG RW
FHQWHU LV WKH ODUJHVW W®
ORQJ PDOOHWYV XVHG WR SXV¥
PDGH RI VRPH GHQVH ERQH DU

7TKH ZDOOV DUH OLQHG Z
WKH NLQJGRP DQG NQRZQ ZRU
YDULRXVY DJHV DQG PRVW FRJ
DERXW ZKDW OLHV EH\RQG WK

7KH ZDUJDPH LQ WKH FHQW
(QFKDQWHG :DUJDKLRKI BHW EH S
RQO\ RQH SOD\HU ,I WKH S®QGHR
WKH ERDUG WKHQ WKH RSSRW IDA
VHW ZRXOG IHWFK D SUHWW)\ SHQ

SULYDWH 6WXG\

6HYHUDO VPDOOHU ERRNFl
WKLV URRP DORQJ ZLWK D J
VKRUWKDQG 7KH QRWHV DOV
HVSHFLDOO\ RI WKH VHD DUR
DUURZV SRLQW WR WKH HDVW

,Q WKH VRXWKHUQ FRUQH
GRRU ZLWK D FRPELQDWLRQ O

7TKH VKRUWKDQG IRU WKH QF
LPSRVVLEOH WR LQWHUSUHW IRU
VKRUWKDQG $ VFULEH RU VRPMRQ!
GHVFULEH WKHP 7KH QRWHYV QWGN
VKLSV WRZDUGV WKH LVODQG KR
YDULRXV ERDWY DUH DV ZHOO DV
SHRSOH DUH OLNHO\ WR EH RQ E
YHVVHOV

7TKH FRPELQDWLRQ ORFN RQ WI

/HQQ\

JLEUDU\ &ORVHW

7KLV URRP FRQWDLQV D ERRN\
FROOHFWDEOH ERRNV DV ZRO® K}
HVWDWHIV ILQDQFHV ,QV SHE WHYH
WKH HVWDWH LV ZRUWK FOBW®HN WW K
YDOXH RI WKH SURSHUW\ RQ $DVOR/ I
IRXQG LQ WKH ILOLQJ FDELGRWQYV
WKH ERDWKRXVH

ODVWHU %YHGURRP

$ KXJH IRXU SRVWHU EHG
GRPLQDWHV WKH HDVWHUQ 2n0
7KH XVXDO EHGURRP IXUQLW
VPDOO ERRNVKHOI VLWV DER
RI WKH KRXVH WKLV URRP KW(
FOHDQHG 7KH FRYHUV RQ W
KDSKD]DUGO\ DQG GXVW DQ(
FROOHFWLQJ LQ WKH FRUQHU\

2Q WKH ZHVWHUQ VLGH R
VWRQH IUDPH KDQJV IURP W
ILOLJUHH VSLUDOV DURXQG I
LQGHQWDWLRQV 5XQHV EDUJ
VFULSW UXQ WKH ERWWRP (
32UGHU P\ VL]H IURP OHIW W
JURXSV Rl WKUHH )LW PH UE{
WKLV PDUTXHH %XW ILW PH
WKDW VKDOO EH VHW IUHH ~




2Q WKH JURXQG E\ WKH Z
WLOHYV

Jpr— 7\ Jpr— 7\

7TKHUH LV PXFK HYLGHQFH F
URRP VFDWWHUHG DERXW E\ WK}
IHDWXUH LV WKH SX]]JOH DJDLQ
FRQWDLQV WLOHYV ZKLFK PXWWi
ZDOO 7KH\ VKRXOG EH RUGXRHEHH
RI GLVFUHWH VKDSHV WKH\ FBQ
FRQWDLQ RQH RI WKH JURXXSW KL
HQFORVHG DUHDV DQG WL&HYRAZ
JRHVY ZKHUH GRHV QRW PDWWHU |

, I WKH WLOHY DUH SODFHG F
VOLGH DVLGH DQG WKH ZDOIRZLC
HQWUDQFH WR WKH VHFUHW\UBRRBR
SODFHG LQFRUUHFWO\ EXW DRFK
WKH IORRUERDUGY EHQHDWK WKF

6HFUHW 5RRP

$V VRRQ DV WKH GRRU F
VPHOO RI EUDFNLVK VHDZDWH{

KDOOZD\ GLPO\ OLW E\ UHG
XQQDWXUDOO\ VORZO\ EHFNR
FDUSHW LV DOWHUQDWHO\ GW
VRXUFH Rl WKH PRLVWXUH Qnj
DQG VFUDSV RI SDSHU ZKLFK
SLQQHG WR WKH ZDOOV

$W WKH IDU EDFN RI WKH|
ZLWK EODFN VWRQH DQG VKD
WKH DOWDU LV D JDSLQJ ILWA
KXPDQ KHDG ZLWKLQ LWV RSH
GX0OO\ LQ WKH FDQGOHOLJKW
VLIQHW ULQJ SDVW LWV RSHQ

$QRWKHU VLIJQHW ULQJ WKDW
ERDWKRXVHLGRRWWLQJ LQVLGH WK
. VRPHRQH WULHV WR UHWRIH® B \L
RUJDQLF PDWWHU DQG GHDO R®W G
VRPHWKLQJ WR WKDW HIIHEWKLKHDY
GRHV QRW UHDFW

7KH VFULEEOLQJV RQ WKH ZDC
+LUDP +H XVHV WKH DUHD DRHIDREBH
ZRUVKLS DQG IUHTXHQWO\ VIDWH S\
RI DFFHVV WR KLV VKULQH RJIX# DC
DQG WKH ZULWLQJV DOVR FIRW WL
WKH VHD JRG UHYHUHQWLDOO\

$GYHQWXUHUV FDQ DOVR JHW
SORW WR FDSWXUH VKLSV WHKURX:
VSHDN RI WKH VDFULILFH JURXQGV
DQG GHWDLO PDQ\ RI WKH VKLSV
UHFHQW ZULWLQJ VXJJHVWV WKD\
QXPEHU RI VDFULILFHV QHHGHG W
ORJIXV




&DUHWDNHUTY % HGURRP

7KH VHFRQG IORRU RI WKF
EHGURRP ZLWK WZR EHGV WEZRBJE
GHVN

$ EDENXS ULQJ RI NH\V WR W
DPLG FOXWWHU RQ WKH GHVDG\X
RQIW IRUJHW 7KLV LV WKH FRPE
ORFN WR

6WDLUV WR WKH )DPLO\ &U\.
'KHQ WKH VLJQHW ULQJ L
LQGHQWDWLRQ L@ KWK B DALK/D B H@O
DOORZ SDVVDJH LQWR WKH IDPI
UHPDLQ RSHQ IRU DERXW D PVLIOX
DXWRPDWLFDOO\ RQ LWV RZQ
LQGHQWDWLRQ RQ WKH XQGNDYE
VLIQHW ULQJ FDQ EH SODFHWG LQ\
ORVW RI WKH FXOWLVWYV ZLO

RQ WKHP EXW WKHUH LV QR ED
SDVVDJH LQ WKH HYHQW WKH ULC

7KH +LUDP &U\SWYV

6RPH IHHW XQGHUQHDV
GDUN +LUDP IDPLO\ FU\SWV 5
DUH HQWRPEHG ZLWKLQ WKHV
SURFODLPLQJ WKHLU QDPH DD
OLIH ZLWK V\PEROV RI VRFLH
9DULRXV HSLWDSKV PDNH UHIH

6RPH PDJLFDO OLJKW ZLW
WKH URRP ZLWK GLP LOOXP
QDYLJDWH E\ ZLWKRXW DQ HP
ZRRGHQ WDEOH IX00 RI FDQG®
DORQJ ZLWK D FRXSOH PDWFK

&U\SW ([SDQVLRQ

$ VHFWLRQ Rl WKH ZDOO
WKH HQG RI WKH FU\SWV $ QH
DQ XQIDPLOLDU VFULSW FLUM
RQO\ UDZ OLHV EH\RQG ,Q W
OLJKW FDVWV VKDGRZV DORQ
PXIIOHG QRLVHV FDQ EH KHDU

7KLY DUHD ZDV D SODQQHG
WKDW QHYHU JRW ILQLVKHG RH
REVFXULW\

'KHQ WKH DGYHQWXUHUV D
JURXS RI FXOWLVWYV UHJX @D

EUHDN IURP WKH QRLVH Rl WKBFRD
RQ VLJKW
&XOWHkESW
6DFULILFLDO NQLIH G
EVEVEV
&XOWkESW
6DFULILFLDO NQLIH G
EVEVEXEAENEVEV
&XOWHkSGW
6DFULILFLDO NQLIH G
BOLQJVKRW G
EVEVEV
ODJLF &XONILVW
6SHOOV PDJLF PLVVLOH VKLHC
EVEVEV

/IDLU 2YHUORRN

3DVW WKH FU\SWV WKH S
ODUJH XQGHUJURXQG FDYHUQ
DORQJ WKH ZDOO DQG \RX X
LQWR WKH ORZHU VHFWLRQ VR

3HHULQJ RYHU D VWROQY
KDOI GR]JHQ ILJXUHV LQ GDUM
VPDOO JURXSV DURXQG D JL
ORRNV DV WKRXJK WKH\ DUH
GDUN SXUSOH SDLQW WKH BLL
PDWHULDOV EDFN DQG IRUWKG
WKH URRP

,Q WKH FHQWHU RI WKH
FKDVP GHVFHQGLQJ WR GDUN
GRZQ IURP D VKDOORZ SRROR/
DUH WKH UHPDLQV RI D ZRR
GHVWUR\HG QHDUO\ EH\RQG D
DUH JLDQW VWRQH FOLIIV ZK)
SRLQWV 7KH WXQQHO WKDWH
HQRXJK WKDW WKH ZUHFNDJH|
WKURXJK LW

2Q WKH VRXWK VLGH RI W,
OHGJH ZLWK D FUDQH KROGL(
URSHVY DQG SXOOH\V 6HYHUDG
ILJXUHV DUH VFDWWHUHG DU
PRDQV RI SDLQ DUH RFFDVLRQ|

7KLV DUHD DOORZV WKH DGYHC
ZKDW WKH\ ZLOO EH UXQQLQ®D LQV
7KHUH LVQYW D KXJH JURXS RI F
GHILQLWHO\ RXWQXPEHU WKHVDBIGY F
WKH DUHD ZKHUH WKH SULVRGHYV
IRU WKH ULWXDO DUH EHLQJ KHOG



&XOWLVW %DUUDENV

7KLV URRP LV IXOO RI EHGV I
WR XVH $ JURXS RI FXOWLYW\
DGYHQWXUHUV DUULYH XQOHWWQ
ZKLFK FDVH Rl WKHP ZLOO KRW!
LPPHGLDWHO\ RQ WKH ORRNRPON
EH DEOH WR WDNH WKHP RXWPGL\

&XOWHkESW

6DFULILFLDO NQLIH G

E\EVEVEVEVEVEV

&XOWHkESW

6DFULILFLDO NQLIH G

EVEVE\EENENEAEVEVEV

&XOWHkESW

6DFULILFLDO NQLIH G

BOLQJVKRW G

EVEVEXEXENEVEVEV

&EXOWLVW+BUXWH
%YURDGVZRUG G

EVEVEVEVEVEY

ODJLF &XONELVW

6SHOOV VNXOO FUXVKHU ,UY
EVEVEV

9DULRXV VXSSOLHV FDQ EH IR

EXW QRW PXFK LQ WHUPV RI ZHDS
VFDWWHUHG VDFULILFLDO GDJJHU
VXSSOLHV FDQ EH IRXQG DQOARQREKZL
KDYH EHHQ FROOHFWHG E\ WHKE FX
VDLORUYV
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&XOW /LEUDU\

$ EULIJKWO\ OLW OLEUDU
GRRU 7KH LQVLGH LV PDGH
URXJK KHZQ ZRRG IXUQLWXU
%RRNFDVHVY WDEOHV DQG F
FOHDU UK\PH RU UHDVRQ DQG(
VXPPRQLQJ FLUFOHYV DUH SLQ3
VXUIDFH

$W WKH EDFN RI WKH URR
ORRNV XS IURP VRPH IUDQWLRH
LQ +H ZHDUV WKH VDPH GDUN
VHHQ LQ WKH ORZHU VHFWLR
ZHDUV D WKLFN DPXOHW RI H
OLNH GDUN VWHHO +LV H\HVD
WKRXJK WU\LQJ WR UHFRJQKIH

8, GR QRW UHFRJQL]H \RX
GR QRW EHORQJ WR WKH FXPM
HQOLVW \RXU DLG

7KH PDQ ZLOO LQWURGXFH
BUHVWRQ DQG ZLOO H[SODLRQWKI
PDWWHUV RI WKH ROG JRGV WAHYV
KHOS EXLOG WKHLU VXPPRQLQJ
ORJXV +H KDV EHHQ IS$RXOHGY
&RPSXOWKIQN SUHYHQWYV KLP UF
KLP WR ZRUN IRU WKH FXOW \R¥Q
PXVW NLOO WKH PDJH ZKR FWHKD
PDJH LQ +H ZLOO SURPLVH WR ZI
\RX JROG LQ H[FKDQJH IRU \RXU K

7KH OLEUDU\ FRQWDLQV PDC
DV VHYHUDO ERRNV WKDW KD H
OLEUDU\ )URP WKH ZULWLQJW\D(
WKH DGYHQWXUHUV FDQ SLBBN V
FDSWXUH HQRXJK VDLORUV DV
VXPPRQ WKH DYDWDU RI ORJXW
ORJXV LV WKH VRXUFH RI WRH WEK
ORZHU VHFWLRQ ,W LV E\ ORKM\
HDVWHUQ VLGH Rl WKH LVORQGH
Rl ZDWHU VSLOOLQJ GRZQ WHKHKIL\
GLVUXSWV WKH FXUUHQWYV HXRQ
LQ DQG DQQLKLODWHG RQ WKHM L
VXUYLYRUV DUH FDSWXUHG D Q@®\
VDFULILFH

SULVRQHU 6WRUDJH

1HDUO\ D GR]JHQ SULVRQ
ZLWK VHULRXV LQMXULHV DD
PRVWO\ PRDQLQJ DQG GHOLU

EXW D IHZ RI WKHP SHUN XS
DSSURDFK $ GROO\ LV SRV
WKH QRUWKHUQ HGJH RI WKLV

7KH FXOWLVWY WHQG QRW WR
PXFK EHFDXVH RI WKH LQFHVVDQ
SULVRQHUV 7KH VDPH VTXDWHWR
IHHW EHORZ LQWR WKH FHQWUDO
7KH FDJHV DUH ORFNHG DQG W
FDUULHG E\ )RUV\WKH DQG WKRH F:
VKRGG\ FRQVWUXFWLRQ DQGLWHQ |
RU HDVLO\ SLFNHG
1RQH RI WKH SULVRQHUV DUH |
D ILJKW DVLGH IURP D IHZ KHDOW
GLVWUDFWLRQ

‘RUNEHQFKHYV

9DULRXV FXOWLVK ZRUNEHQFK
VHFWLRQ FRQWDLQLQJ LQFHQVH
PHWDOV DQG DOFKHPLFDO QRVUNHI
EORRG LV DOVR DWRS RQH RI WK
ERWWRP

7KH FXOWLXMOWO LLKQWHUPLW W H (¢
WR WKLV VHFWLRQ WR GR VRPH Z
DGYHQWXUHUV FDQIW KDQWRRW IR

&XOW 6XPPRQLQJ &LUFOH

7TKHUH LV D SDOSDEOH W
WKH VXPPRQLQJ FLUFOH W
EHIJLQV WR SULFNOH OLNH IHP
WR VXIIXVH WKH DUHD PDNIL®
EOXU DQG WXQQHO WRZDUGYV
HYHQ PRUH VKDUS WKDQ EHIR

$PRQJ WKH JURXS RI URE
RXW IURP WKH UHVW D VPDOUO
KXQFKHG EXW ZLWK D ZLFNHG
WKH RWKHUV VK\ DZD\ IURP SH
GRZQ WKH VLGHV LQ EURFDGK
LQ WH[WXUH \HW VLQLVWHU L

$OUHDG\ WKH VXPPRQLQ
ZLWK DUFDQH SRZHU DQG LW
EORRG VORZO\ VZLUO DURXQGQ
DFFRUG

7KH EXOWLVWYV ZLOO DWWDEN
EXW FDQ EH WHPSRUDULO\ IRROM®G
UREHV 7KH\ LPPHGLDWHO\ VHHQWK
QRQ KXPDQ DGYHQWXUHUV



JRUVI\WKH ZLOO RUGHU KLV I
DGYHQWXUHV +H ZLOO VSHOQ®K!
VXPPRQLQJ FLUFOH WR DFWRGOGOW
WKH ODLU DFWLRQ WDEOH HYHU
DFWLRQV FDQ EH GLVUXSWHG E
GHDOLQJ GDPDJH WR WKH FLUWRO
QRW GHVWUR\HG E\ VLPSO\ WRVIH
LW $WWDFNV DJDLQVW WKEGFLW
UHVLVWDQW WR QRQ PDJLFDO ZH

G /IDLU DFWLRQV

$ WRUUHQW RI ZDWHU FD\
ZDVKLQJ PRUH RI WKH VKIL
LQWR WKH FHQWUDO FKD\

$QJU\ LQFRUSRUHDO FUDE
DWWDFN WKH DGYHQWXUF
FKRRVH WR HLWKHU IRUJF
DWWDFNHG E\ D FUDE 7Kl
WKHLU DWWDFN UROO DQ((
7KH FUDEV ZLOO GLVDSSH

WHQWDFOHV HUXSW RXW
DURXQG VHDUFKLQJ IRU W
DGYHQWXUHUYV DUH ZLWKI
FDUGLQDO SRLQW RI WKH
WHQWDFOH ZLOO SULRULYV
RWKHUZLVH LW ZLOO JUDE
WDUJHW

BWHDP KLVVHV RXW RI WK
$Q\RQH ZLWKLQ IHHW WCL
VWHDP FXWV YLVLELOLW\
ZLWK D PRGLILHU IRU W

ILIKWQLQJ FUDFNV XSZDU
FDYHUQ FHLOLQJ EULHIO'
RI D JLDQW PDQ\ DUPHG P
DERYH WKH VKLS ZUHFND:
PXVW VDYH DJDLQVW SDU
VZLQJ DIJDLQVW WKH ZRU\
JRU WKRVH ZKR IDLO PHO
ZLWK D SHQDOW\ IRU W

:-DWHU URLOV XS RXW RI W
URRP WKHQ UDSLGO\ GUL
VDYH DJDLQVW GHDWK RU
WRZDUGV WKH FKDVP

&EXOWHSW
6DFULILFLDO NQLIH G
EVEVEXEBVEBNEVEV
&EXOWHSBW
6DFULILFLDO NQLIH G
EVEEFEVEVEVEVEV

&EXOWHSW

6DFULILFLDO NQLIH G
EVEVEABNENEVEVEV
&EXOWLVW+BUXWH
%YURDGVZRUG G
EVEEFEVEVEVEVEV
&EXOWLVW+BHUXWH
%YURDGVZRUG G

EVEVEVEY

ODJLF &XONELVW

6SHOOV DOWHU PDVYV ,UYLQ
ELOJH EODVW

EVEVEVEVEVEV

JRUVI\WKH #+3UDP

(QFKDQWHG GDJJHG RI ORJXV
EVERFEVE\WBEERVRVEVEVEV

7TUHDVXUH 3LOH

$ ODUJH FKHVW RI GUDZHUV KI
FRUQHU WR EH XVHG IRU VWRUDJ
UHWULHYHG IURP VKLSZUHFNV 7KH

G [ FS
G [ VS
G [ Js
G JHPV

VFUROOV RI PDMRU TXHOO ZD

$IWHU WKH &XOW

$IWHU WKH FXOW KDV EHHQ G
IDOO LQWR D VWDWH RI GHVSDLL
PXUGHURXV WRZDUGV WKH DWWKHP W
WR KHOS KLP ILQG DQRWKHQWK HLQC
ZLOO FRQWLQXH FROOHFWLQJ KHU

7KH DGYHQWXUHUV FDQ UHSRU

D UHZDUG RI JS HDFK ,1 WXGI\ L
VFUROOV WKDW WKH FXOWDWWIL OH
WKHP DV D ILQGHUTV IHH LBKW

UHJDUG IRU IXWXUH ZRUN

$SSHQGL]

, WHPV

(QFKDQWHG 'DJJHU RI ORJXV
$ ILQHO\ FUDIWHG VLOYHUHC
SDWLQDWHG ZLWK WHQWD WRHM W



D EDVNHW KLOW :KHQ WKLVZZWIK
ZLHOGHU UHJDLQV G KLW SWK®
ROG JRG ORJXV

&KDOLFH RI *ULPH FXUVHG

$Q RUQDWH JROG DQG UHG
VHHPV WR KDYH D OD\HU RI @RV
LV SROLVKHG ,W LV FXUVHG LVR
SODFHG LQ UDSLGO\ DFFXPXODWH#

(QFKDQWHG :DUJDPLQJ 6HW

$ ZDUJDPH ZKHUH WKH SL
PDJLFDOO\ HQFKDQWHG WR DSDF
DJDLQVW WKH HQFKDQWPHQW LW
IRU D WUDGLWLRQDO PXOWLSZLD\
ILJKW DJDLQVW LW DQG WXKIHRZHE

6SHOOV

6NXOO0 &UXVKHU

ODJLF XVHU

5DQJH 1

$UFDQH IRUFH JULSV WKH WPDJH
DQG JLYLQJ WKHP D VSOLWWLWJ
WKDW PDNHV GHFLVLRQ PDNLQJ C

,LUYLQHYV 7LFNOLQJ %ODGHV
ODJLF XVHU

5DQJH 1

,QYLVLEOH EODGHV SULFN QW QW
GDPDJH EXW JLYLQJ WKH VHXLD
RII 7DUJHW PXVW VDYH DJDL@QWI
RQ DOO UROOV IRU G URXQGYV

$OWHU 0DVV
ODJLF XVHU
5DQJH WRXFK

'"XUDWLRQ PLOQXWHYV
&KRRVH D WDUJHW WR KDYH LW
LQFUHDVHG WR RI LWV BUHWL(

FUHDWXUH WKH\ FDQ FKRR QK W&
WKH HIITHFW

%LOJH %ODVW
ODJLF XVHU
5DQJH T

$ MHW Rl ZDWHU IXOO RI EZDQOGWV
WDUJHW | WKH WDUJHW GV @DPWD
RU KDOI DV PXFK LI WKH FWHDWW

WDUJHW LV D QRQ PDJLFDO RZEM

OLNH DQ LQWHQVH VDQG EORVWH
KROHV WKURXJK XS WR D IRRW RI
QRQ PDIJLFDO REMHFW ZLHOGKB RL
FUHDWXUH PD\ VDYH DJDLQVWH VSt
REMHFW GHVWUR\HG

ODMRU 4XHOO :DWHUV

ODJLF XVHU

'XUDWLRQ  KRXU

7KLV VSHOO DIIHFWV WKH ZDWHKH L
FDVWHU IRU LWV GXUDWLRQ FD
VWHPPLQJ UDJLQJ FXUUHQWVDWRV\
EDFNXS DJDLQVW WKH KDUVKFH/Q@
DOVR EH XVHG XQFRQYHQWLRRDO(C
ZDWHUIDOOV RU WR SUHYHQW RII
KDUPLQJ WKH XVHU

&UHDWXUHYV

&EXOWLVW
$UPRXU &OCD W
+LW 'LFH KS
SWWDFNV [ G
7T+$& > @
ORYHPHQWY i
6DYLQJ 7KURZ3 % 6
ORUDOH
$OLIQPHQWDRWLF

;' 3

VDFULILFLDO GDJJH

&EXOWLVW %UXWH
SUPRXU &OD WY

+LW 'LFH KS
SWWDFNV [ G VKRUWVZRUG
7T+%$& > @

ORYHPHQWY 1
6DYLQJ 7KURZY % 6
ORUDOH
$OLIQPHGQWDRWLF

;'3



ODJLF &XOWLVW

SUPRXU &OD W

+LW 'LFH G KS

$SWWDFNV [ G VDFULILFLDO GDJ
7+%$& > @

ORYHPHQWY q

6DYLQJ 7TKURZN\3 % 6

ORUDOH

$OLIQPH@WDRWLF

03

JRUV\WKH +LUDP

$UPRXU &OCD W

+LW 'LFH KS

$SWWDFNV [ G GDJJHU RI ORJXV
7+%$& > @

ORYHPHQWY |l

6DYLQJ 7TKURZY % 6

ORUDOH

$OLIJQPH@WDRWLF

03

,QIRUPDWLRQ

7KH (VWDWH RI )DO¥YBIV*BUHDW BE
WKH /LEUDULDQ O0DSV ZHUH PDVG
ZDV PDGH ZLWK SURFUHDMW KV DO
)DOVH *ULIIDQG3RIOPWDUW LV SXE!
% < OLFHQVH KWWSV FUHDRAL

ORUH DGYHQWXUHY DYDLODEOH D
KWWSV OLPOLWKHOLEUDULDQ L)\

4XHVWLRQV FRPPHQWYV RU IHHG
OLPOLWKHOLEUDULDQ#JPDLO FRP



E\ 3XP $.%$ 3DXO +ROPDQ
'"HFHPEHU

(PDLAGXP#3XP RUJ

+DUURZ (1*/$1"

"HE KWWS 777 SXP |RUJ

SHEFHQWO\ , KDYH PRVW(

« VWDUWLQJ OLFKDHO &XOHTV QF
*8536 FDPSDLJQ ZLWK WKH +LJK
JURXS ‘H DUH DOO EHJLQQHU P
SUHFUXLWHG” LQWR WKH ,QVWLIW
$HILVY WKH FLW\ QRZ RI WZR WKF
XV DUH IURP RWKHU ZRUOGV DQG
FLW\ 'H KDYH DOO VKRZQ WKHOI
DELOLW\ E\ LQVWLQFWLYHO\ FDO/
ZKLFK UHVXOWHG LQ XV EHLQJ
UHFUXLWPHQW DJHQWYV RI WKH LG

,Q RWKHU JDPLQJ QHZV DW WKH |
GRZQ WR WKH GHHSHVW GDUNHV
JDPLQJ IULHQGV $OH[ DQG .H] DG
WKHP 0DQ\ ERDUGJDPHV ZHUH
6(7, 5HG &DWKIBQGBOZDW H U9 L&OLON
5DLONVQ*®OLOHR *DB LIDGNR2WOURMG
3UDJXH $VWURQRPLPRG ZBRHAN
GLVDSSRLQWHG ,W WRRN XV K
WKH UXOHV  30D\LQJ LW ZH IR
PXFK FRPSOH[LW\ WR UHPHPEHU

ZH DEDQGRQHG LW SHUKDSV D Wt
ZH UHDOLVHG WKHUH ZDV D ZKR
JDPH WKDW ZH KDG DOO IRUJRWW
LJQRUHG ,W LV D VKDPH DV WK
DQG WLFNHG PDQ\ RI RXU OLNH

SODFHPHQW DQG UHWULHYDO DQ

,Q QRQ JDPLQJ QHZV WKH ODVW
EDG EDFN KDV EHHQ SOD\LQJ XS
JRLQJ RXW DV PXFK DV , ZRXOG K
WR EHLQJ XQDEOH WR JHW LQ DQ
FDU DQG WKLV ZHHN SUHYHQWLC
‘"HGQHVGD\ HYHQLQJ JDPH *HWW|

J/KHPH 'XPE 6LOO\ &U

7KH GXPEHVW VLOOLHVW FUD]LHWY
GLG

7KHUH ZDV WKDW WLPH LQ P\ H¢
ZKHQ , KDG DQ HQFRXQWHU EH I
3&V IURP DQRWKHU GLPHQVLRQ Z
IRU WKH SDUW\ +RZHYHU WK
GLIIHUHQW IURP WKH 3&V DV

YHUVLRQV QRW SDUDOOHO FRSL}F
LPPHGLDWHO\ RQ VLJKW *WKH\TU
GDQJHURXV Rl PRQVWHUV + JHW
KDYH WKH GURS RQ WKHP ~ ID
UHIHUHQFH WKLV DPXVLQJO\ ODW
LQWURGXFHG D OHWWHU WR WKFE
HQOLJKWHQHG LWHUDWLRQV RUQA

Rl FDPSDLJQ VKDGHV RI
ZKLFK VSRNH RI
UHFHLYHG
KDG EHHQ

7KHUH ZDV WKH 7HPSOH RI
WKH /RXJKERURXJK 8QLYHUVLW\ JDPH
PXOWLYHUVH $ SOD\HU FRQWULYHG D
HIWUHPHO\ XQLQWHOOLJHQW 3& LQ ZK!
WKH *UHDW *RG %ULDQ :KHQ DVNHG Z
KH ZDV ZDONLQJ WKURXJK WRZQ RQH C
YRLFH VD\ 3*UHDW *RG %ULDQ LWQG GF
D JUHDW *RG WKHQ , VKRXOG ZRUVKLS
ORZ ,QW 3&V MRLQHG LQ DQG ZH RF
%ULDQLVW RQO\ SDUWLHV JR DGYHQW.
LQWHUOXGHYV

,Q WKH -XGJHV *XLO®HWERMKH RHW
LOWHUQHW LV ULJKW WKHUH RS8H D SLC
VHOOLQJ GHPRQ GHVWUR\LQJ GLUW IF
EXFNHW 7KLV LV D FRYHU IRU WKHP W
VKRS LQWR D QHDUE\ EDQN YDXOW ,
3&vV SOD\LQJ WKDW DGYHQWXUH DW
8QLYHUVLW\ JDPHV FOXE $ SOD\HU D'
RYHUKHDUG MXVW WKH GHPRQIWVWUR
RQH RI KLV RWKHU 3&V ZDV D YHU\ KLJ
FDOOHG )ULHQG KH FDOOHG RYHU W
JS SHU EXFNHW + WKH WUDKQVDFWL
GXH WR WKH "' PXOWLYHUVH RI WKH F
VKRUW KH HPEDUUDVVHG KLPVHOI LQ
WKURZLQJ D EXFNHW RI RUGLQDU\ GLU
GHPRQ LQ D IDLOHG SRZHU SOD\ DQG
HQGHG XS YHU\ KRUULEO\ GHDG VKRUWC

(WHUQDO &t
KRZ KHOSIXO WKH LQIF
IURP WKRVH DOWHUQDWH YH

%ULDQ WKD

&RPPHQWYV

O\OHV &RUFRUDX@7 ODUN 1HPHWK , O
WKH SXGGOH VWDLQ PDS = YHU\ HYRFDW

, XVH WKH HQ GDVK DQG VHPL GRDRQ 1T

WR VHSDUDWH VRPHWKLQJ WKDW IROO
WKH SUHYLRXV WKLQJ ZKHUH D 1XOC
VHSDUDWLQJ DQG D FRPPD IHHOV

$SSDUHQWO\ HQ GDVK ZLWK VSDFHV LV
HP GDVK ZLWK QR VSDFHV LV WKH 86 V\
DURXQG LW ORRNV ZURQJ WR PH = LW C
RQ HLWKHU VLGH DUH VRPHKRZ EHLQJ
OLNH VRPH NLQG RI VSHFLDO K\SKHQ
WKRXJKW DERXW WKLV LVVXH VR PXFK
ILQG P\VHOI RYHU XVLQJ HQ GDVKHV

-RKQ SHGGHQ<&70 , KDG WR ZRUN KD/
ILQLVK /RW5

3XP

3DJH R
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/ILVD 3DGR®<&7 0\OHV UH GHEOF
VHH P\ &7 (Ol ODVWLVK UH 6KX\
7TZHDNHU

7TKHUH V D % UHERRW" 7R WK}
ORRNYV OLNH LW LV 3FXUUH®WMCHWX

5RJHU %: 5<&7 ODWW B6WHYHQV
HYHU\WKLQJ MXVW JRHV ULJKWVI
QRW DQ RFFDVLRQ WR WKURZ LC
WKDW WKHUHYV DQ DSSURSULD W
EDFNVODSSLQJ DQG :DUHQIW ZH

DJUHH $QG , WKLQN WKH FRQYH!I
VRPHWLPHYVY LW DOO JRHV KRUUL
SHUKDSV GXH WR D UXQ RI ED®RQ
PDNLQJ E\ WKH SOD\HUYV IRU P

UHDOLVH WHt¥ DQG UXQ DZD\ W/
JDPH V\VWHP DOORZ WKLV DV DQ
WR GLDO EDFN WKH GLIILFXRXUR
ZH GRQYW ZDQW WKLV KDSSHQLQ
WKLQN LW JHWV ERULQJ DQGKHK:
3&V VXFFHHG HYHU\ VLQJOH WL
HTXDOO\ FKDOOHQJLQJ WDVNV T
OHYHO RI VXFFHVV SRVVLEOH

3DWULFN 5LONQRZ H[DFWO\ ZKI
DERXW VRFLDO DQ[LHW\ DW FRQM
LW DV EDG DV \RX 7KHUHTV QRUC
KDYLQJ WR WDNH D WLPHRXW YX
\RX EHLQJ FRQVLGHUDWH RI RWK}
UHDFWLRQ \RX PLJKW KDYH | WRWR )
EHLQJ D JRRG SHUVRQ

$YUDP *UXPHB<&7 /LVD VXJJHVW
EDOORRQV ZLWK IDFHV GUDZQ RQ
WURRSV WKDW VRXQGV JHQLXV

OLFKDHO &XDK -RKQ 'DOOPDQ V
ZRUOG LVQIW LW , PHW -RKQ VD\
JDPHV FOXE LQ WKH YHU\ HDUO\
DKHDG RI PH GRLQJ FRPSXWLQJ
HQOLVWLQJ P\ KHOS WR JURN KL
GLGQMTW UHDOLVH , VKRXOG KD
FRPSXWLQJ <HV KHYV D FOHYHU

5H 3SROLFH RIILFHUV OHIW WRV JX
D KRXVH WKDW KDG EHHQ FRYHI
/6" IDFWRU\ + WKH\ JRW YHU\ WUR|
LOQKDOLQJ WKH DLU LQ WKH KRXVF

5H \RX IRUJHWWLQJ WKDW (VKDQ
/IXQH IURP KLV FXOW IRU PH WKI1
EXJ DV LW PDGH WKH VLWXDWL
YHULVLPLOLWXGH WKDW  3UHWW
ZDV WDONLQJ DERXW ODVWLVK Zk
MXVW JRHV ULJKW IRU WKH 3&V

5<&7 '\ODQ &DSHO UH SUREOHPV
3HQGUDJRQ &DPSDLJQ , WKRXJKV
LQFHVVDQW LQVHUWLRQ RI ORQW\

-LP 9DVVLODNBW¥&70 IRU PRUH
DERXW KRZ P\ YDULDQW "' FRPEL
FKHFN P\ WA\SHZULWWHQ QRWHYV IL

)LUVW RI DOO P\ PHPRU\ ZDV WHDGJIJKWO)
WKH WHUP 3(QGXUDQFH"™ QRW 3PEANRG\ 3RI
RWKHUZLVH ZRUNHG DV SUHYLRXVO\ GH

'LG WKH DPRXQW RI GDPDJH DIIHFW WK
UROO%HYV 3(DFK WLPH D FKDUDFWHL
(QGXUDQFH KLW WKH\ PXVW PDNH D 6\\
EDVHG RQ WKHLU FXUUHQW (QGXUDQ
LQFDSDFLWDWHG ,I D FKDUDFRZHU V (Q

WKHQ WKH\ IDOO XQFRQVFLRXV I (Q
RU OHVV WKHQ WKH\ DUH GHDG ~

'DV WKHUH DQ\ UXOH UHJDUGLQJ FRQW
ELQGLQJ Rl ZRKBGN"ZHUHQIW DQ\ H[SO
IRU EOHHGLQJ DQG ELQGLQJ RI ZRXQG\
UXOH WKDW D QDWXUDO IROOREHG E\
UROO WR KLW RQ D FKDUDFWIBY DLWK Q
FULWLFDO KLW FDXVLQJ D WSHRGAF LQ
ORFDWLRQ , GHVFULEHG WKH RXWFRI
QDVW\ KDSSHQV VXFK DV OLPEV DPS
VHYHUHG HWF  GHSHQGLQJ RQ WKH D
GHDOW DQG VXJIJHVWHG WKDW WKH G
VSHFLILF DUHD RI WKH ERG\ EH DE
(QGXUDQFH EXW OHIW WKH BHWWROV R
*0 GLVFUHWLRQDU\ DG KRF UXOLQJ
FRQFHLYDEO\ LQFOXGH D EOHHGLQJ ZRX

$W ZKDW SRLQW GLGEHIHDBWKYRFFXU"

$QG KRZ GLG \RX GHDO ZLWK WKH KHI
ERWK QDWXUDO PDJLFDO3+HHDORQW +
SRWLRQV DQG VSHOOV ZRUN DV QRUI
(QGXUDQFH LV KHDOHG ILUVW WKHQ +L!

$OVR GLG PRQVWHUV DOVR KDYH VHS
VFRUHV" JHQHUDOO\ GLGQTW ERWKHU
VLPSOLFLW\ VDNH 7KLY ZRXOG VN
VLIQLILFDQWO\ LQ IDYRXU RI 3&V DJ
PRQVWHUV EXW WKDW DOORZHG PH WR
DW WKH SDUW\ PDNLQJ WKHP IHHO PRU|I

t++ (YHU\RQH HOVH 5%$(%1& * 4
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$ TJLQH IRU (YHU $OQR
$O00 $ERXW OH
,2W-:-V EHHQ D FKDRWLF IHZ ZH}

FDOOLQJ RIl JHWWLQJ FRPPH(
GHDGOLQH HVSHFLDOO\ ZLWK
JRLQJ LQ IXOO VZLQJ DV ZHO(
2] FRXUVH HYHU\WKLQJ KDV EH
WKH OHDN LQ WKH SLSHV WR V
XQWLO PROG UHPHGLDWLRQ W
DSDUW 6R PXFK IRU D FKXQN
ZRUN KDG VHW DVLGH IRUWX(

RQ RXU KRPHRZQHUV LQVXUDQ

DQG RQJRLQJ SUREOHP , KDG K
NLFN LQ WKH WHHWK IURP

RI 7RP 6WRSSDUG DQG 5RE 5H
IRU PRYLHV RYHU P\ GDXJKWH
NQRZ 6WRSSDUG GLG,GHDIQRI
WKH /DV'W, SULGVQORW EXW ,-P
HYHQW SRVW &KULVWPDV WRM
PHQ-V ILOP ZRUNV DORQJ ZLW

6SHDNLQJ RI SOD\V WKH NLG
WRPRUURZ WR VHH D QHZ SOD
$SUFDSUBRGXFWLRQ WKDW LQW
6WRSSDUG DV 6 WRISFISWWKE % K OV

DQG LV D FRPHG3WEEH WBDWHMRXGRFHQW DQG ERG\IJXDUG VKH DOVR

6SHDNLQJ RI WKH .LGGR VKH
EULQJWS$UW XOHERRN WR VFKRR
WZR IRU KHU JDPH JURXS LI R
GLIIHUHQW V\VWHP KDQGRISW\
KRSLQJ LW PLJKW JDLQ VRPH F
XQGHU GXUH\WQHVKMW WB\V 7DON
LW ZLWK IDLQW SUDLVH ,-P 8G
WKH VFUHHQ RQFH DJDLQ QR
VHVVLRQV RI ( \HDUV EDFN

,-P DIUDBGGWKHWKH *PIHFW D\Q 1§
KDYH WR ZDLW DQRWKHU PRQ
DQRWKHU SURMHFW
9LJLODPWHINLQJ D GHHS GLYH}H
UDQGRP WDEOH RI VXSHU DEYHM
WUDLQLQJ 0\ ZRUN RQ WKH 5
VRPH RI WKH GHILFLHQFLHV RI
ORW RI WKH DELOLWLHV DQG
LQWHQW LV WR PDNH LW HDVL
ILVWHG DGYHQWXUHU W\SHV

- POVRDDLQWGWHK LRI MWKHKHIJDRBQ (PSLUH IURP

FRS\UH UKW E\ %ULD

,QVLGH WKH /LEUDU\

H NAR PR ZRRED HOR 5RMG YRUFHUHU U
>V\F\R>ﬁzlé%\/( 3V SDYN R WAKGIHOLYLQJ Z
WRHTRR 6 L \WR o REIF N KHsBRIEB YW (X
DMK H x(@ B ot AP VRWY G PR P W P ¥ 1
HEQW R Q WRY 1RIwM K w L 1 W WA P I QI
U KERWR B RIEY PRIV DQG H[SDQGHG

R Uik @Y K QWHS H AP IKY R
Rlg éHuPGWN-W'S%B‘& B
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RS H® Wik

E 4 W WKL & VRN
LQHU FHUWDLQ

U 1K ZIL@DV K UJ I OO NR | X
) RRAHWEDBIDESHRRQHG +HDOHU 'RPDLQ
R VWWOXHUBIWLK HGD Q@ DBPHULWXV PH
KH+ R VS DWEIHO DHHW W R WRH RW GHHV RRI1 ED
K G HDWRWO \ RIXPPERRW GRKIHEL GBB QL @\

GRLNEBGOD BMHRAHQWRR L YEKH $UFKP

E\OW KWK SWHIRG DHHU ZKRV GAIGHWKHO G S
U FOXPH® RYAW KGDBUKWRU RVRLIH 7 U
D HEVOW PNLIMXODW B, "JRW KHU KDQGV RQ

KX WLC?J SDUWLHV LQ WKH 'LUH R
KDV HDINLUPHG KHU SODQ WR

O4WRQWX K DVWMHBE/BIR® IRQY WKH OLUUR

WeH BW &DYDOU\ ZKR ZHUH WKH UH
RQYWVWH W@ VWRDWK BJH S$OWDHUQUSKQG
DHRXWEGOPWL®R VHH WKH XQQDW

RN T RS LT

JURIHQ /W®HEBVGHIHDW RI 2ROD\-DK
KYDIZEORQAU DKV DWWHPSWHG FRXS RI
NV K DY ZRH@YOH U VIR BWEKWHR QEKR0 DOR |

1 IGOWR WRBVE&EN ISORD vV FOLIWVDAW D W KHX R Q
L WH.H \Z DR XDJIH W/OW K BRR XVIKKH L UNBHORUIG
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/IDZ DQG WKH 6HSW PHPEHUV RSSR
EXW WZR LQGLYLGXDOV OLWWOH
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7TUDSSLQJ KLWFKHG KLPVHOI

EHVW VSHHG E\ WKH UXQH:-V P
IROORZ KLP DQG 5RE %DQNV Y
VOQRZ FRYHUHG KHOOVFDSH DQ

7KH GD\V LPPHGLDWHO\ DIWHU
ZLWK WKH 6FKROD UHFRYHUL
PDK /DQRRUKD 2ROD\-DK:V FR
WKH 6HSW OHDGLQJ PRVW RI
ORRQZUHFN WR WKH 6HSW FOD
FODQ PHPEHUVY 6HOWKRU: DK
\RXQJHU VLVWHU DQG D VSHO
6FKROD 2YHU D ZHHN VKH WD
6ROV GLVSODFHU EHDVW LQW
ILQG WKH :DQG RI /IDWKHQGDU
WR IRUP WKH 7ULGHQW RI WKH

6HVVLRQ 1RYHPEHU

7KH '"HQL]J]HQV KDG D UREXVW G
ZDQWHG WR VWD\ WKH ZLQWH
DFURVV WKH PRRQZUHFN ZLWK
IROORZ XS RQ RWKHU LVVXHV
WKH ZLQWHU VRXWK DQG JHW
ORQGDOHWK WKH KHDG RI WK
VRPH GRJV WR MRLQ WKH RQH
I[UHVK VOHGY WKDW KDYH EHH
WKLV VHDVRQ 7KHLU WULS RW
LV XQLPSHGHG E\ HQFRXQWHU
VKRUWO\ EHIRUH WKH FRPSDQ

8QIRUWXQDWHO\ DQ\ KRSH IRU
RI ILUHOLJKW RU VPRNH IURP

EHLQJ YLVLEO\ DMDU LQ WKH
HOVH WDNHV VKHOWHU 6RO D\
DQG VNLWWHUV DFURVV WKH \

SDVVHV WKH VLJQ RI VRPH VIRHI

VQRZ DQG SXVKHV RQ WR WK
WKHUH DUH KXPDQ ERGLHV P
VHYHUHG KHDG DWRS WKHP $

7KH RWKHUV JHW D KLJKHU OH
$OLUH ILQGLQJ D EURNHQ VZRU
RI WKH NQLJKWV RI 7TKRWK ZK
BFKROD 2QFH HYHU\RQH LV L
GRRU OHDYLQJ WKH GRJV DQG
RI D WDUS WUXVWLQJ WKH PD
ZDUP DQG WKH GLVSODFHU EH
EHDU KRZHYHU IROORZV WKH
ERGLHV ILQGLQJ WKHP OLNHO
DFFRXQWY IRU ERGLHV EXW

ODUJH FODZV RU YHU\ UDSLG
PHPRU\ IRU VRPHWKLQJ WKLV
HPSW\ $OLUH ILQGY DQ LQWD
RXWVLGH DORQJ ZLWK D KH
ZUDSSHG SDFNDJH DQG RWKH
SDFNDJH-V RULJLQDO RZQHU Y

NV R W WV FD QIGQ IGH D @ HIG[ TEXOLAAL B MIOK LU
D 1IXFP LIQHD RADD/NW R  KBIRYCH PRRAVHR QR X W
R Q ® QMKHH U R B PW RL DHOA RIX WRRM KWIKOLD/Q

G_.EDFN WR FLYLOL]DWLR
7TKHUH DUH GRXEOH GRRUV WKDW

ARIOHD \P DK QG A KHDP\E HAH BH VE KM\0OR Q D
N 0 LYK MQ RIXOLKVEH Y 7KQ0BMH K HD GV
X W IDQ @@HEU WK M R U 0D &K HLKW VBRR N D
KERGS HR ®OW EQ FANKBFSIRVN WKW Kt
O \R WIHHEAWW UU RPDOR YW VIDR U 200G W
PFKDBEOREBUVKDKLEROMKRIMKHYLGHQF
D RV MWH U ERSW E B W IFD VWKIGY BW KWK
W\E RR S H BSIRRED O$ODUH KRID GX/DL Q W
RGERRROU WWKKDR\K @G 1B G VS RUW K B DQURIYW
KIDQY Gl XWKHHG FRLONGK DHLILV FIRIVIEQ @ BV K U R X
'BX@/YVRGH LV OLNHO\ DOVR EURNH
+DOUGHU-V URRP FRQWDLOQLQJ W
OLEUDU\ RI.WKH _IURVW UDQJH-V
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7TKH GHDWKYVY RI PRQNV ZKR K
DIIHFWV 6RO GHHSO\ VKH VS

OLNHQHVVHV DQG ZULWLQJ RXW

SHU +DUOGHU:-V MRXUQDOV

FUHPDWLRQ VKH OHDYHV WKH
WKH VKRUW VWUDZ DQG PXVW
RWKHUV OHDYH WR UHFRYHU
6RO ERWK ILQG WKH WUDLO

IRUZDUG ZKLOH WKH GUXLG VF
RZ0 VKH FRXOG VHH WKH HYH
GHVWLQDWLRQ EXW VKH FRXO
D WUHH ILIJKWLQJ ZROYHV ©6R
6HSW DPXOHW DQG GURSV E

'XULQJ D JURZOHG FRQYHUVD
LQIRUP KHU WKDW WKH\ DUH
VPHOOV RI KRW EORRG DQG
FRQYLQFH WKHP WKDW VKH ZL
7KH ZRPDQ LV FLUFOLQJ WU\
ZKHQ $OLUH 1XPLQD DQG OL
GHSDUW DQG WKH 'HQL]JHQV T
JHG 7K\ORUK ZKR FODLPV WR
DWWHPSW WR H[SORUH WKH &
ZDQWV WR JHW EDFN WR 'UDUR
ZKLOH WKH 6HSW RI ,QIDP\ DU
SUHFIRR®\QG $OLUH-V TXHVWL
KHU VWRU\ DERXW WKH FDYHY
JURXQGV DJDLQVW KLV RZQ HJ
KRZ ZKLWH GUDJRQV QHVW LR}
WKH :KLWH 9f'UDBK®-WHKDKUV
ZRUWK D VKRW DQG GUDZV K

'"HVSLWH KHU VNLOO WKH IRXU

7KH '"HQL]J]HQV FDSWXUH UDWKHU
KHU ZROI SURPLVH WKH RWKHUY

PHPEHU RI 2ROD\:-DK:V FRXS

B8OULFK PRQNV VKH OHDUQHG W

DQG KDG EHHQ FRQWHPSODWL
WR WKH 6HSW ZRXOG PHDQ KH
KHU WR DFFHSW , P SHUL DFCS DWH

IRU KHU WKH\ ZLOO fYIRUJHW}

,PSHULDO LQWHOOLJHQFH GRH

7KH ILYH RI WKHP UHDFK WKH
RZOEHDU DQG ZRUVH« RZOE
OLNHDOD XVHV KHU ZKLWH FU\
KROG D FDQGOH WR DFFRPSDQ
ELUG:V VHQVHV VKH H[SORUHWV

GFRE@WH SEHHM NDOQMGY VKR VK HRRW G R Z
QUGN PW K € VODR QICWWKBISM XLUL Q R & R LLU
WKHLU VWRUL IRY BLU SRVK ZKR
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*DEULHO GROUNORRN XS $WKH
WR JLYH VXEOLPLQDO QRSQ®
*LDQW VQERWDIBRZ, GLG , GLG L
RQ OHYHO WURRSV WKH R
$II
SOD\HUV WKH ZD\ WKDW FXUWO
G +3 OHVV WKDQ +' PRQVWH
DV WKH\ ZHUH DW VW DQG W
VPDOO DUP\ RI WKHP :KLFK L\
\RXU VPDOO DUP\ RI EHWWHU
+' WURRSV 7KH 3&V RQ DYHUD
PDJLF D[H EHDULQJ ILJKWHU Z
KHDY\ SLNH DUH \RXU ILJ
LQWHOOLJHQFH JDWKHULQJ D
\RX RQ SDU ZLWK D WK OHYHO
\RX DUH QRW FRQVWDQWO\ GH
VFDOHG DJDLQVW \RX RSSRVL
PHQ FDQ GR D /27 7KH\ ZRQ W
RI WKH GXQJHRQ EXW WKDWWD
RQ@2(( UHSDLU FUHZV \HDK W
FRXOG XVH PRUH JXLGDQFH RQ
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6WDWLQJ XS 5SHIJUHW

7KLYV PRQWK WKH VL[WK/KBU
SHIUHWW D BHREXS H ¥ KHEHRHY H
LV VR FRPSOHWHO\ RIl WKH FK|D
EH\RQG DOO KXPDQ XQGHUVWDQ
UXOHV IRU PHGLFDO H[SHULPH
JLYH \RX 'RFWRU +RUPRQH

'RFWRU +RUPRQH DQG \HV
WKDW LV DSSDUHQWO\ KLV UHT
QDPH QR ILUVW QDPH LV JLYH
ZDV DQ \HDU ROG VFLHQWLV
ZKR RQ WKH EULQN RI GHDWK
LQJHVWV KLV J\RXWK KRUPRQ
WKDW UHVWRUHV KLP WR WKH
ROG DJH RI +LV YLJRU
UHWXUQHG KH DQG KLV JUDQ
GDXJKWHU KRS WR 1RYRVODYL
D (XURSHDQ FRXQWU\ XQGHU
WKUHDW IURP (XUDVLD UXOH
IURP WKH .ULPOHQ LQ FDVH
\RX ZHUH ZRQGHULQJ ZLWK D
SXEOLFDWLRQ GDWH LI WK
EDG JX\V ZHUH QD]LV RU
FRPPLHV DQG RIIHULQJ D

PLOOLRQ UHZDUG WR DQ\RQH

ZKR FDQ ILQG D ZD\ WR VDYH
IURP DQ LQYDVLRQ RI PLOO

+RZ \RX DVN" %\ WKH SRZHU R
T\RXWK KRUPRQH:- ZKLFK LV L
\HDUV ROG:- KRUPRQH WR DJHJIV
WULP +H RU UDWKHU -DQH K
DQWDJRQLVWLF JRYHUQPHQW
RXW WR EH D VS\ ZLWK GRQN
GRQNH\ HDUV DQG D WDLO DQ
DQG DOVR GRQNH\ SRZHUV ER
(XUDVLDQ DUP\ ZLWK T\RX DUH
KRUPRQHV 7KH LQLWLDO LQYUD

8QOLNH RWKHU KHURHV RI WKH
DGYHQWXUHV DUH VHULDOL]HG
WKUHDW WR 1RYRVODYLD DWILH
LQFOXGLQJ $VVLQRII XVLQJ F
+RUPRQH WR WUDQVIRUP D FK
SRSXODFH LQWR DQLPDOV WH
GLVJXLVLQJ KLPVHOI DV 'RFW
VXUJHRQV PDVN DQG D IHGRUQ

DQLPDO VKDSHG 1RYRVODYLDOQ

DWWDFN -DQH LV NLGQDSSHG
WR 5DVVLQRII DQG JHW GHDWK
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KH WXUQHG LQWR |
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FURVV EXUQLQJ $
RQFH \RX-UH KRUPR
DQ DQLPDO \RX JHV
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, DP UXOLQJ WKDW KLV 1JDWU
1RYRVODYLDQV- LV D@ L\Q RIQG
LQYHQWLRQ UXOHV $OVR LI
FKDQJHG WKH\ FDQ-W EH VXE
WKLV LVQ-W PHQWLRQHG EXW

BHFRQG KH XVHG KLV WUTL
IRUPDWLRQ SRZHU RQ KLPVHOI
KDV WKH ERG\ RI D \HDU RO
ZLWK \HDUV Rl H[SHULHQFH
WUDLQLQJ %R@GA\W 3RZHU
(QGRFULQHQG\LWHPLYHV KLP
(QGXUDQFHD QMIRUPDWLRQ
EXW DOVR ,QWHOOLJHQFH
ERQXV DUHDV RI NQRZOHGJH
KLV OLIH H[SHULHQFH :H-UH J
VD\ KH KDV 6FLHQFH %LRO
6FLHQFH 3K\VLFV (QJLQHH
6FLHQFH DQG OHGLFLQH

'H FRXOG DGG PRUH EXW ZH Z
OLNH -DFN %DUULVWHU ZLWK
ZDQW WR IDOO EDFN RQ WKDW
D OLDELOLW\ DV DQ DVVHW 'R
ILIJIKWLQJ DFXPHQ EHLQJ D PD
DGG WKRVH +H LV RIWHQ FDO
WUDQVIRUPHG KXPDQV DUH VX
SRLQW ZKHUH ,

,Q WKH HQG KH KDV  6WU D(R
DQG ZHLJKV LQ DW ZH-UH JRQ(
VROLG KLW SRLQWYV DQG
OEV OLIW GXH WR WKH LQFU}
VKDSH EXW QRW D WZR ||_vwrtu(s
KH JHWV IURP 7KH 7KLQNHU"p

%XW KRZ GR \RX SOD\ LW"

7KH EDVHOLQH DGYHQWXUHYV |
QRW VXSHU KHUR WDOHV LQ PM
DGYHQWXUHY ZLWK RXU KHUH
SROLWLFDO HYHQWY DQG XVL(
<RX FRXOG HDVLO\ SODRAWVKRWY
JDPH ZKHUH WKHUH-V QR WLP
VFLHQFH« MXVW ZLWK ORWYV R
2WKHU 3&V FRXOG HDVLO\ EH
DOO\ ZLWK DQLPDO SRZHUV D

%XW ZH ZRQ-W EHFDXVH 'RFW|R
WZR ZDUWLPH KHURHV UHVSR
,JURQ 6NXOO <RX FRXOG VD\ W
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KHV QRW +H:-V fVOHHSLQNBALU
KLJKO\ LPSUREDEOH WHPSOH
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9LOODLQY DQG 9LJLODQWHY 6NLOOV /LVW

P XVLQJ WKLV V
UHYLHZ RI WKH VX
9 9 VNLOOV OLVW
RU PRGLI\ WKHP K

\HDUV ZLWK WK
DOVR WR DGG VRH
DQG WZHDN SHUH
QHZ FKDUW LV ULJ!

+HLIKWHQHG %DVLF &KDUDFWH}

7TKHUH DUH
6WUHQJIJWK
OLIJKW\ B3UPWHHRWKDY D FOHYHU
5HGXFHG
HDFK 5HGXFHG

FDQ UHGXFH WKH LQLWLDO FKDUIDFWHQLXMWNKR)>XRW SRZBQ

\RX KDYH
8QKHDOWKN\

SRLQWYV RI 5HGXFHG
(QG EXW \RX FRX
6WU 'HFUHSLW (QG , WL
6LFNO\ (QG & KD 7KLV QV GR
LW VSOLW WKH SDLQ EXWJLWKH Y

$ FRPPRQ LVVXH LV SOD\HUV ZD
FKDUDFWHULVWLFV WR SOD\ VNL
QRUPDO VKDSH , OHW SOD\HER/QX
XS EXW WKLV IRUPDOL]HV LWURLS
IRU QHZ SOD\HUV ZKR QHHG KDQG

+HLIKWHQHG BY EHQIRZKIUIXO DO
(QG 6LQHZ\ 6WU $JL 6 W DHOVADL
6WU &KD

+HLIKWHQHG FO®XEBBQHHWHOHVV
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+HLIKWHQHG ,ADMHBI® BPDURM , QW
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+HLIKWHQHG RKQUEMPDPSUHVVLY
2YHUZKHOPLQJ &KD 6WU % H@JIX
&KD $JL RU &KDUPLQJ &KD

7KH EDVLF LGHD , WKLQN KROG&GW\
DQG D ZD\ WR VSOLW XS SRLQ@WW
LPSOLFLW DGYDQWDJH RI 6NLO/MK
TVXSHU:- YHUVLRQ , GRXEW , IR
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1DWXUDO :HEBBROQV LQ 9 9 DGG
DWWDFN WBDSHs BBXH GDPDJH 7KL

VLPLODU ERQXV LQ XQDUPHG MBRREKW Y’HE Bl FDRQY XV R4 LRADKU W LDIAR JOH DWWD

VNLOOV FODZV DQG IDQJV RU VR

6LQFH 9 9 LV IURP WKH HDUO®DW L
DWWHPSW WR PDNH ZHDSRQV fTUH
VPDOOHU ERQXV BQ GV RPIDWRY ZRULF\
XOWLPDWH ZHDSRQ 7KH SRZHUWXKR
MXVW WKLV DELOLW\ DQ RWKHQEZ
3RZHUV 7KUHVKROG 2 LQ WKH ZRU
WR DWWDFN W\SH EDVH DQG D KXJ
VWLOO IHHOV VW\PLHG ZKLOB H\DWN
VROXWLRQ KHUH LV WR VWRSDERY
DQG LQVWHDG JURXS WKHP 2 | ZI

EHWWHU WKDQ RWKHUV WR N H®MLSQ

'HDSI | SWWDF| 'DPD.
G 5R/00O7\SH| ,QFUHDVM6RQXV
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6LIQL G
_PSUF G
+HU G

P QRW ERWKHULQJ WR GHILQHQ
ZKLFK FDWHJRU\ QRW RQO\ GRD,UR
EXW , ZDQW WR EH DEOH WR KDY
ZHDSRQ ZKLOH JILFWLRQDO UHVV
+HURLF LV UHVHUYHG IRU GHYLFH
"HDSRQ EXW WKHUH-V D VOLJKW
'HDSRQU\ LV MXVW WKDW JRRKL
SRZHU LV 7ULYLDO WKRXJK D W
SOD\HU FRXOG RSW WR UHGXFH W,

'KHUH GRHV WKLV PHHW WKH 6F
,PSUHVVLYH G RU KLJKHU EDVL
EHWZHHQ WKLV DQG XQWUDLQH(
PDWFKLQJ VXSHU SRZHUV 7KH

ZHLJKWHG IRU WKH KLJKHU ERQX
HYHQ 1
+7+ OHYHO ZLWK D VWUHQJWK

-HQQ\ &DSUSBRWHMWVQDWXUDO
HDUQHG KHU D VSRW LQ WKH 8E
D G +7+ PGGHVVLYH 1DWXUKHO
GRHV@HWBRUH WR FR PSSHWDI WE
%DFNJURXQG REXKSBWBW* FRQQH
+HLIJKWHQHG $ R LE\RR VBB UKH U
(QGXUDQFH VKH EHFRPHV D VOJ
PDQLIHVW DV JORZLQJ JRDW KR

OEV ZKHQ VRDNLQJ Z®& W -

W R HER MW HRXG JLSHYWRVH ERQXV WR |
/ FEUCDWOHLFHYDRRI DWWDFNV ZI$®0OZU

PDWWERBHANVUEZBYR D SUHFLRXVRPEDWD Y

P\ HISHULHQFH WKH VLQJOH DWW
RQ VERWKzB WLPKSSOHPH WL J DQ
P ﬂagw Fox?kVYSFﬁeLN—Qﬂ:NIdNRbL UR X
K Y K PLOLWDU\ PHGLHYDO
HZ M?Wb F?(B WEWH W RKAWAF N
E V RUPDO SHUVRQ KLWV WKH 6R
vw GRVB/LEOH ZD\: PVIPSDFO@ LQFUHDVH
H GDPDJHERQBY VR WKH SOD\H
LRJ DEWKPIO) KWDPRXE SRLQW
PNQJ LQGL®BURDIEO PRRHV TRU ZH
PQW WR KB®¥D NRPH ZADSRQV
WS G VR QHD B U WK HP B RGIRA & REHE X W W

DGGHG D VSOLW EHWZHHQ WLJKW DOQ
WLJKW JURXS LV ORJLFDOO\ KOV WH
EURDG JURXS LV DOO WKHLUNXVIX\D O, |
FDQ SLFN XS GDPQ WKLQJ DQGIEAHHII
KDYH D KHUR ZLWK D 3RZHU %ODKMW L
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From Our Last EpisodeE

December has not been very joyful. Over the past
month weOve watched our 14 yo dog Sadie decline

even more rapidly, with loss of appetite from chron ic
pain, strength, and engagement in the small
pleasures that once defined her due to her metastat ic

cancer. Some days had better than others, but the
overall trajectory has been unmistakable, and the
pace of change has been heart breaking Knowing, we
nearing the end has brought a kind of anticipatory

grief that | had not fully understood until we fina Iy
decided for euthanasia, and this took place
December 17 th 2025. We are all ! . RIP sweet Sadie.

In better news, our daughter Lauren has so far been

accepted to two of the four Canadian law schools sh e

applied to: Osgoode Hall in Toronto (her first back -
up) and Western University in London, Ontario,

where | went to medical school. We are very proud o f

her. She is still hoping for an acceptance from the
University of TorontoOs law school and waiting to
hear.

Role-gaming wise has_been quiet, other than a
session in Peter HildrethOs online Victorian Era ga me.

Brian Christopher Misiaszek

5 Livingstone Drive,
Dundas, ON, L9H 7S3
CANADA
Tel 905-627-5496
!
"H$%&' )*+%&,-*.&/&,1012*3435*

Habana Horror:
The Mazorra (Part5)

Viewed from above, the eastern end of Mazorra opens
like the gaping jaws of a great Cuban crocodile,
poised to bite down on all who enter. To continue
the metaphor, Avenida clvarez-Cerice, is the name of
the long eastbwest roadway internal to the Mazorra,

is named in honour of its legendary early-1900s
Director of the hospital, acts almost like the
alimentary canal of the facility

The northern jaw  holds the fenced in ChildrenOs
Pavilions, their school, the nursing school (empty
this time of year) and the nursesO quarters. ItOs
grassy, well kept, and is peaceful arc overlooking
gardens and courtyards. The Mazorra Chapel is
located such to be the eye of the crocodile.

Opposite it, the southernjaw forms a lighter if more
secretive curve of buildings: the DirectorOs Manse,
the SuperintendentOs headquarters, the doctorsO
quarters, and OLa Oficina.O




La Officina  [MazorraOs Main Admin Complex]

This cluster of green-roofed buildings is the
bureaucratic heart of the hospital: offices, record S
rooms, reception halls, and narrow corridors stitch ed

into a single overworked system. This section also
contains a small colony of specialist medical
clinicians and junior doctors who stay over live he re
week after week, some by choice, others because
circumstances leaving the Mazorra during the
General Strike has proven more difficult than
expected.

Staff call it simply La Officina . If the medical
pavilions are MazorraQs body, this block is its cen tral
nervous system; its eyes, ears, communication and
(flawed) memory. 1tOs offices and corridor are neve r
truly quiet or calm during working hours. Some

patients arrive with families, and separations quic kly
escalate into tears, shouting, blows and the hasty
arrival of guards and orderlies. Others arrive with a

police escort with much the same response. Clerks
hurry between Armed Mazorra guards wheel in the
locked mail trunk on a rattling cart each morning

from Habana and out again at night to convey mail

back to the capital. Nothing here ever stops moving ,
and nothing feels fully under control.

Mazorra Reception & Patient Intake (R)

Outside to the east is a small parking area with sp ace
for five private vehicles, two ambulances, and one
omnibus used to transport visitors to and from the

nearby town when rail transport is not used.

The main front entrance opens into the Central
Intake Offices , which serves as the primary entry
point for all new psychiatric admissions. The lobby

interior consists of a wide, high-ceilinged hall
furnished with wooden benches and ceiling fans. A
main reception desk handles intake paperwork. A
crucifix is mounted behind the desk, and a wall clo ck
runs approximately ten minutes fast. Clerks behind

the scenes process commitment orders, family
petitions, transport documents, medical intake
forms, and telegrams delivered from the mail room
throughout the day.

Usual intake operations are conducted until 4:00

p.m. During operating hours, families may be
present under supervision, and orderlies are
stationed nearby to escort new patients as they arr ive
either to M1 or M2 hospital pavilions, or sometimes
directly to forensic units. After 4:00 p.m., normal
patient intake stops. Clerks close their ledgers,
families are cleared from the area, and the doors t o)
the main entrance is locked and unstaffed until the
following morning.

The Dactyloscopic Laboratory (Fingerprint Lab)

Near the Patient Reception Hall is one of the
strangest anomalies in Mazorra : Licenciado Israel
CastellanosO Dactyloscopy Laboratory , a modern and
well-funded forensic fingerprint suite created as p art
of Director MachadoOs ambition to Oscientifically



classify the insane.O It feels less like a hospital
department and more like a university annex, or a
police bureau in a police state. It opened in 1931,
predating J. Edgar HooverOs FBI forensic fingerprin t
lab by a full year.

The main itself laboratory consists of tiled work
counters with fingerprinting stations, photographic
equipment, drying racks, and locked cabinets
holding thousands of edge-notched fingerprint cards
cataloguing patients, staff, guards, and select
visitors. These cards are indexed using a mechanica |
sorting system that allows rapid -classification
without written ledgers. Locked cabinets containing
edge-marked perforated patient ID and fingerprint
cards for thousands of Mazorra in-patients, day-
patients, staff, guards, and even visitors.

Information fingerprints classification (e.g., arch ,
loop, whorl patterns, etc. ), would be coded by cut ting
notches into specific holes around the card's edges
Invented in 1890s, such edge notched cards they
acted as a mechanical database sorter. To search fo r
specific characteristics, a user would insert a sor ting
needle through a particular hole position in a deck of
cards. By lifting the needle, all cards that
were not notched in that position would be lifted out,
leaving the desired cards behind to be examined.

An odd electrical machine in one corner with a drum

and a series of metal brushes is a wireless photo-
radiogram (which pre-dates the telephone facsimile
machine) uses a radio transceiver sent to a pre-set
wavelength to send and receive photographs
fingerprints and even photos of involuntary
incarcerated patients from HabanaOs Main Police
Station as well as the Presidential Palace. It stil |
works when the telephone lines are down, even if th e
power is down due to internal batteries that can ru n
for about 18 hours but needs about 15 minutes have

its vacuum tubes to fully warm up.
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A rear darkroom is used for photographic film
development and chemical processing and
enlargements.

Castellanos works not only for Mazorra but also on
retainer for the Cuban National Police. His skills are
quietly lent to the  Ministry of Gobernaci—n (Interior )
whenever Havana needs an expert to identify a

corpse or verify incriminating prints. This
arrangement gives him political protection, an
oversized budget, and freedom to run the lab exactl y

as he pleases.

Lic. 1 Israel Castellanos
Director Mazorra
Dactyloscopic Lab

42 yo M, Cuban

Brilliant self -taught
criminologist, forensic
specialist, reluctant
Machado government asset

STR 45! CON 55! SIZ 50! DEX 50! INT 85
APP 40! POW 60! EDU 85! SAN 55. MP=12
HP 11! DB/Build 0/0 ! Move 7! Luck 40

Skills: Science (Forensics / Dactyloscopy) 90%,
Science (Photography) 70%,; Library Use 80%; Spot
Hidden 60%; Anthropology 40%; Law 40%; Occult:
45%; Psychology 45%; Persuade 35%; Credit Rating
40%; Spanish (Native) 85%; English 50%; French
40%

Combat
¥ Brawl 30% (15/6), dmg 1D3

¥ Dodge 25% (12/5) (avoids physical
confrontation whenever possible.)

Pulp Talent (Fingerprint Savant ): Castellanos can
identify, classify, and cross-reference fingerprint S
with uncanny speed and accuracy, even when the
patterns no longer resemble anything human. Once

per session, Castellanos may automatically achieve a
Hard success on any one of his professional skill r olls
when the task involves fingerprints, physical
identity, or forensic comparison.

Background

Lic. Israel Castellanos is CubaQOs foremost experti n
fingerprint classification and forensic identificat ion.
Largely self-taught and trained in Argentina, he wa S
recruited to Mazorra in 1931 as part of Director
MachadoOs effort to modernize the institution and
align it with European criminological science. Sinc e
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then, Castellanos has also served quietly as a
consultant to the Cuban National Police and the
Ministry of Gobernaci—n, identifying bodies, verify ing
evidence, and authenticating records that never
officially pass through Mazorra.

Earlier in his career Castellanos published
extensively on criminal anthropology and Afro-

Cuban popular religion, studying figures labelled a s
brujos during moral panics and witch hunts. He

rejected the idea that such practitioners were simp ly
insane or innately criminal, instead treating them as
distinct cultural types Oshaped by African survival S
within Cuban societyO; living fossils in other word s.

This conclusion makes him believes such persons

are dangerous because they represent cultural
regression that threatens national progress in Cuba

As a self-taught scientist, he recoils from
superstition, yet he knows more about brujer'a , Palo,
Vodou, and related traditions than most physicians

in Cuba. He approaches them not as faiths, but as

evidence to be catalogued, measured, and
neutralized.
Castellanos is sane but strained. He rationalizes h is

cooperation with the authorities as damage control.
Increasingly, however, he is disturbed by how his
work is used to control, disappear, or retroactivel y
condemn individuals. He keeps copies of sensitive
records others would destroy, telling himself this
preserves truth, even if he lacks the courage to ac t
openly.

Roleplaying Notes

¥ Polite but socially awkward

¥ Speaks precisely, often distracted mid-sentence
by technical thoughts but becomes animated
when discussing fingerprint classification
systems or anomalies AND when discussing
Afro-Cuban religious spiritualism.

¥ Avoids political statements but clearly
disapproves of cruelty and corruption

[KeeperOs Notes: Castellanos knows that some
fingerprint records marked OdeceasedO belong to
people who were executed or vanished by the Porra.
He will not volunteer this information, but can be
persuaded with careful logic, ethical appeals, or
proof that the Investigators can protect him.
Castellanos vast knowledge of Afro-Cuban
spiritualism and religious practice is something he
doesnOt talk about now but others are aware of his
feelings and opinions]

I

Lic. CastellanosO Inner Private Office: This is
approached only inside the lab is meticulously tidy
and unnervingly quiet because its walls are
soundproofed. A steel desk sits precisely cantered,
its surface arranged with inkpads, magnifying

%!

lenses, callipers, and blotting paper laid out in
careful alignment.
|

Tall filing cabinets line the walls from floor to ¢ eiling,
each drawer neatly labelled by year and fingerprint
classification system. Above them, enlarged
photographs of fingerprints cover the upper walls,
mounted like anatomical charts, ridges and whorls
enlarged until they resemble abstract topographies
rather than human marks. A narrow bookshelf
holds technical volumes in Spanish, French, and
German, most notably an autographed copy of
Dactiloscop’a comparada (1904) by Juan Vucetich,
the foundational text of fingerprint analysis in th e
Spanish-speaking world.

[KeeperOs Notes:A concealed inner panel door behind

a floor to ceiling panel covered in blown of photos of
inked fingerprints connects to a second dark room.

This contains a locked safe in the floor under a
rubber mat, inside which are the restricted
fingerprint records of forensic (political) patient (S
officially listed as deceased, implying government
involvement in extrajudicial killings. Also inside

are microfiimed duplicate copies of all official
Mazorra patients as his personal backup, in case of
fire, theft, or political insurance.

here

One drawer of the desk remains locked at all times.
Inside are case files and print records connected n ot
to Mazorra patients, but to CastellanosO discreet
work for the government, material that is never
logged in hospital archives and never discussed
outside this room.]

I

Main Mazorra
Switchboard ! !

In the early 1930s, a

large institution like

Mazorra required a

central  switchboard

to manage all internal

and external

communications.

Direct-dial telephones were rare and unreliable, an d
nearly every call had to be manually connected by a n
operator. The switchboard linked administrative
offices, medical wards, guard posts, kitchens, and
outlying pavilions, allowing staff to summon doctor s,
report emergencies, request supplies, or alert guar ds
within minutes.

While telegram messages were typically received and
dispatched through the MazorraOs Mail Room, urgent
telegrams were often phoned in by the telegraph
office to the switchboard, read aloud to the operat or,
and relayed immediately to senior staff before the
physical message arrived. As a result, the



switchboard frequently learned of crises, political
orders, and deaths hours before anyone else.

Senora Teresa Pacheco rules the switchboard room
like a gossip queen. In charge of three other young
woman, she sits inside a glass-fronted booth that
faces the corridor, surrounded by tangles of cables ,
plugs, and rotary dials. Every incoming and outgoin g
call at Mazorra from Habana passes through her
hands, with less important calls routed by the

others. She also controls every loudspeaker
announcement across the Mazorra campus. Because

she listens to nearly everything, Pacheco Oknows al (o]
and cultivates this reputation with almost theatric al
satisfaction.

Electrical Cabinet (EC): A narrow service room
lined with bundled electrical cables, ceramic fuse
blocks, knife switches, and handwritten circuit
labels. This cabinet controls electrical power for
entire Officina complex, including the switchboard,
records rooms, and administrative offices. Individu al
room and floor sections can be powered down or
isolated from here. Blown fuses are common,
particularly during storms or heavy telephone use.
Spare fuses and basic tools are kept in alocked me tal
locker bolted to the wall. The space is cramped,
poorly lit, and usually unattended except during
maintenance or emergencies.

the

KeeperOs Notes: A successful Electrical Repair or
Mechanical Repair roll at normal Difficulty allows
controlled outages or other subtle sabotage rather
than total blackouts. Failed rolls risks sparks/fir es,
damage, or sudden loss of power in unintended
areas.

Mazorra Mail Room: This one of the busiest
administrative spaces in the institution. It receiv es,
sorts, and distributes enormous volumes of
correspondence each day. Here arrive medical
reports, X-ray envelopes, pathology samples, railwa y
parcels, boxes of drugs, telegrams, and medication
deliveries. Twice daily the train brings a heavy lo cked
mailbox which is processed by a small team of
women.

|

OthelloOs Tuck Shop Window: Set into the back
wall is a barred service window opening into a tiny

tuck shop. It is run by Se-or Othello Romero y
Barbero, a blind Afro-Cuban man in his fifties.
Although sightless, he identifies the value of coin S
and banknotes by touch alone and never makes a
mistake; he drops all change into a little wooden b
carved with worn symbols. Othello sells cigarettes,
cigars, pipe tobacco, chocolate, candies, razor
blades, combs, and other sundries that keep the
Officina staff functioning.

|

He is cheerful, talkative, well-liked by staff, and
swaps gossip freely with Sra. Teresa Pacheco at the

owl

switchboard. Between the two of them, _most secrets
in Mazorra surface sooner or later. Staff sometimes
remark that Othello Oknows things before he should, o
and he is quietly treated with a mixture of affecti on
and unease. At the rear of the tuck shop is the
Perdida y Encontrada (Lost Property Locker), a tall
locked cabinet. Anything unclaimed on the grounds
eventually finds its way here for storage and possi ble
later claim. <list omitted>

[KeeperOs Notes: Othello is also secretly a former
Santeria_ Voudan Brujo  deeply concerned re Baron
KriminalOs incursion into the Mazorra.]

DoctorsO Quarters !

A. Visitor Suites: These rooms are hotel-like,
polished wooden floors, nice furniture, mosquito ne ts
without holes, an en-suite toilet, and slightly bet ter

linens. Surgeons from Havana, wealthy donors, and
high-ranking visitors like the Investigators use th
during week-long residencies or Oinspection tours,0
and are regularly cleaned when in use.

ese

B. Semi-Permanent MD staff: These are occupied
by long-service, unmarried, or other physicians
whose circumstances have them reside both at the
Mazorra and in Havana. All have a twin bed, a desk,
two chairs, a wardrobe dresser and closet. To this
each will add their own flourishes.

A. Dr. VilelaOs room is tidy at first glance, but closer
inspection reveals a man living under strain. His
desk is crowded with several untidy stacks: clinica |

notes, medical and psychiatric journal articles, an d
a disturbing bundle of anonymous death threats,
some crudely written, others disturbingly articulat e.

A desk drawer holds both blank and used
Dictaphone transcription cylinders, along with a

half-used cylinder still mounted in the machine. If

played (Spanish), the recording captures Vilela
speaking in a low, controlled voice about Hermes, a
gifted young boy under his care. He notes that a
recent visitor from the Spanish Embassy showed an
Ounusual and inappropriate interestO in the child,
then abruptly stops mid-sentence. OStrike all that



out. Better yetE IOl start a new recording.0 The
cylinder ends there.

[KeeperOs Notes: Beneath the mattress is VilelaOs
personal journal, filled with anxious entries about
threats against him, some clearly exaggerated or
paranoidNbut also references to several odd
adoptions of orphaned Ospecial childrenO, expedited
with surprising speed. He notes these were quietly
facilitated by Capt. Gand’a, often following visits by
foreign nationals, including at least one from the
Italian Embassy. A narrow bookshelf above the bed
holds medical texts & a hollowed-out copy of Don
Quixote, inside which a loaded derringer has been
carefully concealed. A 2 nd revolver is braced in the
window, its trigger wired to the door so that openi ng
it would fire the weapon point-blank into the room if
the door is opened and the wire in place. A dresser
drawer contains a bundle of warm, handwritten
letters, most from Dra. Gilda Real y Oro, affection ate
& encouraging in tone, along with a smaller number

from RN Beatriz Montalvo, more guarded but clearly
concerned for his wellbeing.]

Dr. Zorrilla ( Forensic Psychiatrist ), maintains a
meticulously neat suite, everything arranged by

geometry: scalpels in parallel, smoking pipes in th eir
racks, books squared, specimen jars aligned. A fain t
oddly cloying herbal smell clings to his linens; cl ove

and marihuana?

[KeeperOs Notes: Beneath his bed: a locked case

containing corked glass vials filled with dried her bs,
and ethnobotanical notes. There is a calendar char t
commenting on plant growth (this from his private

on the roof of this building, reached by a roof hat ch

from a ladder in the same stairwell to the 2 nd floor).]

Dra. Ramagosa (General Psychiatrist), keeps a tidy
room decorated with colourful Cuban embroidery
brought from Habana. Her desk has a typewriter and
cover, and looks out the window into a enclosed
garden and eating area. Her closet contains both

medical attire (lab coats with her name embroidered )
and other clothing. In her closet at the bottom is a
trunk that smells quite badly when opened; there ar e

rubber boots fouled with something dried 2/3 up,

dirty overalls, a minerOs helmet with light, two
flashlights, a loaded revolver (!) a gas mask (!!), along
with a map to the asylumOs underground sewer
system with several points marked by red XOs.

[KeeperOs Notes:The map was drawn by ~ Tambor, and
to be used to help evacuate the pavilions of the
Female Dept. of the Mazorra if ever needed. One
sewer entrance seems to be quite nearby via a
manhole located in the garden and picnic area right
outside her roomOs window.]

Dra. Real y Oro: Her quarters are unusually
personal: chintz curtains, flowering plants on the
windowsill, and a view onto a small garden rather

than an internal corridor. She officially works at
Mazorra only 3/7, but lately has been staying longe r,
lingering under the excuse of helping out. The real
reason is Dr. Viela and the hope of a private momen t
with him and to persuade him to leave before
someone makes good on their death threats. A small
packed suitcase is in the bottom of her closet whic h
contains her passport, $240 in USD and an unused

open use sailing ticket entiting her to travel by
steamship from Habana Harbour to Miami Florida.

[KeeperOs Notes Inside the lining of her suitcase is a
duplicate set of microfilm containing sensitive
medical records her contact Ricky helped her obtain
through Lic. Castellanos, Ojust in case.O If events at
Mazorra turn openly dangerous, she intends to leave
immediately and make for Miami to alert the foreign
press, preferably with or without Dr. Viela.]

Dr. Francisco Llerena Os quarters are a chaotic
embarrassment. Dirty laundry, half-eaten fruit, and
empty rum bottles clutter the floor. His briefcase
contains half-completed charts and crudely forged
signatures.

[Keeper®s Notes: His suitcase hides incriminating
correspondence: bribe receipts, correspondence with
Porra intermediaries, and a typed letter requesting
Othe removal of certain staff obstacles,O never sen  t]

C. Junior Physician Rooms (not shown ): Located on
the second and hotter floor directly above the othe r
rooms, these are more spartan rooms than those

below. These rooms are all empty of students
currently, with the university having been shuttere d
since last spring. Hospital cleaning staff have be en

erratic in their presence since the General Strike,
especially with the main  Habana University closure.
Staff may secretly bunk here rough at the end of a
hard shift, or use these rooms for romantic trystin g.

Kitchen / Dining Room/Admin Canteen: A small,
clean dining hall for office clerks and administrat ive
staff, separate from the more elegant medical staff
Dining Room. Kitchen supplies meals for both, the
DirectorOs Manse (DM) and events held at the DM.

Medical Offices & Secretarial Block (MO): This is
a warren of small rooms arrayed with wooden desks
where medical secretaries and business clerks here
manage medical correspondence, requisition forms,
manage dictation cylinders (passing them on and
receiving patient reports from Medical Transcription ),
appointment ledgers and whatever paperwork every
doctor without a private office sends their way.

Hospital Operational ManagerOs Offices: This
block of offices housing MazorraOs non-medical



leadership. Details removed due to lack of space b ut
see map for manager roles on each door.

Hospital Payroll & Accounting: A long clerical room
filled with desks, adding machines, and wall-to-wal |
filing cabinets. Ledgers, requisition slips, and ca rbon
copies pile everywhere. Several clerks work here
balancing accounts, managing supply orders, and
preparing staff pay packets. At the rear sits the
ControllerOs private office. Don Ricardo MenZndez y
ValdZs, Overseer of Finance and Payroll, keeps this
room locked whenever he leaves. It contains payroll
ledgers, sealed account books, and a false-bottom
cabinet where he hides duplicate records.

[Keeper Notes: A successful Accounting roll reveals
irregularities in the payroll. A Hard success uncovers
several non-existent employees whose salaries
MenZndez has been siphoning for years. Evidence is
stored in his locked desk drawer or in the hidden
cabinet.]

Medical Records Preparation Here work Sna.
Marina Sutrez and Sna. Hortensia Ignaza, the quiet
stewards of MazorraOs institutional memory. Sutrez0 s
handwriting is precise; IgnazaOs recycling habits
ensure anything OunimportantO vanishes forever.
Together they make the archive both indispensable

and yet dangerously incomplete.

Medical Records (MR): A large archival windowless
chamber filled with tall wooden filing cabinets for the
oldest records, while fireproof metal cabinets hold
materials dating from 1920 onwards. The two form
canyons of paper: brittle admission books dating
back 40+ years from the 1890s, fingerprint sheets,
typed case notes, hand-written addenda, and
patients reduced to folders bound with twine.

Boxes and baskets of patientsQ effects sit on the
upper shelves. These are returned to patients when
they leave or to their families when they die. Some
boxes are addressed in careful handwriting. Others
are anonymous, their owners long forgotten.
Towards the back are two large locked rooms with
archived records earlier than 1891 are in bound
volumes held in one of the two archival annexes.

Mazorra Library & Relics Room : One of the few
genuinely handsome rooms in the Administrative
Block, the library features dark wood panelling, hi gh

shelves, and polished floors that lend it an air of
academic gravity. Medical textbooks line the shelve s
beside European journals, alongside a complete run

of the MazorraOs in-house quarterly journal
beginning with its first issue in the summer of 192 7.
Long cabinets hold newspapers from the past
decade. Bound volumes of illustrated share space
with lesser magazines, pamphlets, and Spanish-
language medical reports.

On the second floor, glass cases display relics fro m
earlier eras: vintage straitjackets, rusted manacle
whips once used by the long-departed Sisters of
Mercy, and personal effects from retired or decease d
staff. There are wooden stethoscopes, fragile medic al
glassware, and an unsettlingly large collection of
brass clysters.

w

At the rear of the main library is a locked room
containing the former personal collection of Dr.
Loecas ¢lvarezy Cerice  , a past Director who worked
with US Army Medics to rebuild the Casa General de
Dementes after decades of Spanish colonial neglect.

A glass cabinet displays a brass microscope, hand-
labelled slides, a handwritten copy of his 1899
memorial, and files from his private patients. Of
particular note is his collection of books on Afric an-
diaspora religions in the Caribbean, dating roughly

from 1880D1915. Also stored here are files and
artifacts from three U.S. Army Medical Corps
interventions at Mazorra dating back to the 1890s. A
locked wooden cabinet holds documents that
predate the hospital itself, originating from the
plantation that once occupied the grounds: hacienda
maps, field diagrams, lists of enslaved workers,
layouts of slave barracks, and sketches of
interconnected underground basements.

The Directors® Manse (DM on map)

Standing gleaming and white entirely surrounded by
lushly sculpted greenery, this is an edifice more
befitting a sugar baronOs estate than a structure o n



the grounds of a forensic psychiatric asylum. Paint ed
in glistening wedding-cake white, the two-storey
mansion blends Spanish Colonial Revival grace with

the crisp lines of Art Deco modernity. Its broad
faeade rises behind a row of columns, with arched
doorways, and wrought-iron balconies.

The lower main level is designed for display and
controlled sociability. The Upstairs has private
quarters, lavish but rarely used, as Director Migue I
Rodr'guez Machado spends much of his time at his
primary residence in Habana with his wife, visiting

the Mazorra only one to two weeks each month

DirectorOs Manse: 1 st (Main) Floor

A. East Entrance & Long Gallery: Visitors enter via
climbing steps to a covered portico, where the east
main entrance opens via one of a set of double door S
into the Long Gallery. This a wide marble-floored
corridor running westward the length of the house.

It is opulent with intricate geometric patterns. T here
is a cloakroom to the left, and on the right two cl osed
doors which leads to the DirectorOs secretaryOs off ice,
and his own office directly.

Furnishings and features of Long Gallery include:

! Tall potted palms & rubber plants in ceramic urns.

| Framed B&W photographs of the MazorraOs
OmodernizationO

! Narrow console tables holding ashtrays and
shallow crystal bowls of sugared almonds.

Anchoring the Long Gallery are two facing objects:

1) A full suit of late 16th-century Spanish joustin g
armour is displayed upright against the south wall

(star in circle on map). The armour is of

the Almorzar style associated with  Castilian
workshops of Toledo. A shield at the base depicts
Argent, a lion rampant sable, armed and langued of

the same. If asked, the arms are traditionally
attributed to former Director ¢lvarez, though no
paperwork confirms this.

2) Directly opposite, against the north wall, stand sa
18t Century tall Spanish grandfather clock, crafted

by Hijos de J. Blay y Ffbregas of Barcelona. Its
polished walnut case rises nearly to the ceiling an d
the dial face is of antique ivory with Roman
numerals. The pendulum inside is covered by a
walnut door adorned with curious fantastic carvings

B. Reception & Music Room: Opening off the long
gallery, the Reception & Music Room serves as the
social heart of the Manse and of the Mazorra. The
walls bear carved wood panelling, etched glass
depicting palms and tropical flora, and leaded
stained-glass windows that scatter soft, coloured
light across the floor. Ceiling fans stir the air b eneath
ornate plasterwork. A polished Ortiz & Cuss—
(famous Spanish brand) grand piano occupies one
corner, its lid raised and sheet music carefully
arranged. A phonograph player with a large brass

horn is upright on a stand with a small selection o f
modern music long playing records; festive
traditional Cuban, opera, and classical music
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records dominate. Low sofas and upholstered
armchairs are arranged to encourage proximity

rather than ease. Side tables hold crystal glasses,
lacquered cigar boxes, and heavy silver cigarette

cases engraved with unfamiliar initials. Tall drap es
are pulled back from the windows leading to the
terrace, allowing warm night air, tobacco smoke, an d

insect noise to mingle freely when parties are held

C. Solarium:_This room opens off the gallery towar d
the south. Enclosed by arched windows and glass
panels beneath a glazed roof, it remains warm even

in the evening. Wicker chairs with floral cushions are
arranged clusters around marble-topped tables.
Numerous potted orchids and tropical plants soften

the space. Several empty birdcages serve as
decorative curiosities.

D. Formal Dining Room:  Adjacent to the Solarium,
formal room is dominated by a massive mahogany
table capable of seating twenty. High-backed chairs

line its length. If a dinner is being held, the ta ble is
laid with starched linens, polished silver, and hea vy
glassware.

E. Esperanza Hidalgo-GatoOs Office: Located on the
north side of the lower floor, this room functions as
both administrative hub and informal antechamber

to the DirectorOs office. Esperanza, when here, act s
as an ornamental and memorable gatekeeper to her
employer. A polished desk faces the door, topped
with a typewriter, blotter, appointment book, and
neatly stacked correspondence. There is an upright
cylinder style Dictaphone & a small typewriter desk

to one side. A small sofa and upholstered chairs
accommodate waiting visitors. Shelving holds files,
ledgers, and correspondence to be followed up on.

On a lower shelf are carefully arranged some of
EsperanzaOs personal items; expensive perfume
bottles, a compact mirror concealed in a box, & an
elegant Chanel silk scarf.

F.  Director MachadoOs Office:  Adjacent to
EsperanzaOs office, the DirectorOs office is design ed to
impress rather than invite.

A heavy dark-wood desk dominates the centre of the
room, its surface ordered but never cluttered. Tall
bookcases hold legal volumes, administrative
records, and select medical texts, many chosen more
for symbolism than reference. An upright
Dictaphone with blank wax cylinders stands nearby.

A Cuban flag stands in one corner; a framed
photograph ~ of  President Machado hangs
prominently. Two leather armchairs face the desk,
positioned slightly lower. A direct telephone line on
his desk connects to the Mazorra switchboard.

G. Grand Stairs & Stair Hall

At the far end of the Long Gallery , the space opens
into the Grand Stair Hall. The staircase rises in a
crooked path to the upper floor, & is lined with

painted iron railings. Dangling overhead is a larg e
chandelier. Guest washrooms are located discreetly
off the hall. Under the stairs is a recessed pair of

telephone nooks, enclosed by a narrow wooden door.
Inside each is a simple chair, a small shelf, and a
telephone connected directly to the Mazorra
switchboard. The partition is thin and eavesdroppin g
is possible.

H. Terrace: Broad doors from the reception room

open onto this outdoor social area. A half dozen iron
cafZ tables and mismatched chairs are scattered
across the tiles. In the evening when social events are

held, paper lanterns are set out which cast uneven
pools of amber light as dusk deepens into night.
From here, the distant sounds of Mazorra, voices,
cicada insects, and the occasional train drift acro ss
the grounds.

I. Main Floor Service Wing : Occupying the south-
west corner of the lower floor, the service wing is
compact, efficient, and tightly organized. It is
designed to support formal entertaining while
keeping staff movement discreet and largely invisib le
to guests. Circulation here is direct and practical ,
with little wasted space.

l-a. Kitchen: This is functional finishing kitchen
rather than a full production space. Most bulk
cooking is done in an external service building, wi th
prepared dishes brought in for plating and service.

I-b Meal Staging Area: Adjacent to the kitchen thi S
is where food rays are assembled here before being




carried into the dining room. Hot dishes are kept
covered and organized by course.

|-c Dining Room Storage: This holds items used onl y
during formal meals: Extra chairs and folding table S

Serving platters, specialty glassware, and reserve
linens.

I-d Staff Room: This serves as a small break and
coordination space. Benches or simple chairs line t he
walls. Hooks hold jackets, aprons, and hats. A smal |
table hold ledgers, duty lists, etc. Mounted
prominently near the staff room entrance is the bel |
board. Brass indicators correspond to rooms
throughout the lower level of the Manse only. When
a room summons service is made by pulling a velvet
hanging cord, a labelled marker drops. The system
allows staff to respond quickly without lingering n
formal spaces.

ear

I-e Service Vestibule: At the heart of the wing is this
compact circulation space connecting kitchen, staff
room, storage, and the formal areas. Staff
washrooms (WC) are just off of this to the east, as
well as a locked pantry that contains rum and other
liquors for cocktails. Secondary doors lead toward

the dining room and reception spaces. Staff wait ju st
out of sight until called.

I-f. Kitchen Staff Entrance: At the southern edge o f
the wing is the kitchen staff entrance, opening ont o

a service path leading to the external kitchen
building and supply routes.

DirectorOs Manse N Upper/2 ~ nd Floor

The upper level of the Manse is noticeably quieter
than the rooms below. Sound is softened by rugs and

floor runner. Although this floor is fully furnish ed, it

ll+!

bears signs of periodic occupation rather
than daily domestic life.

Director Miguel Rodr'guez Machado spends
much of his time at his primary residence
in Habana with his wife, visiting the
Mazorra one to two weeks each month.
When present, he arrives by automobile

with his personal chauffeur, who
customarily occupies the guest bedroom
when he visits the Mazorra. This

arrangement explains both the regular
readiness of that room and the absence of
accommodations for other senior staff.

Upper Landing of Great Stairs

The Great Stairs rise to a broad upper
marble landing lit by exquisite lamps and
potted greenery to soften sharp edges.
There is another velvet rope barrier to
politely dissuade nosy guests who wander up here.

At the top is a low table for gloves or keys on whi ch
is refreshed daily with cut flowers. The landing
functions as a junction rather than a place to ling er.

A door on the east wall (locked) leads directly to the

DirectorOs bedroom

Library : Aformal room lined with bookcases holding
legal, medical (both human and veterinarian works),

and administrative volumes alongside well-bound
novels. A central writing table and armchairs sugge st
intellectual use, though the room feels little used

Guest Bedroom : Comfortable room with a double
bed, wardrobe, mirror, and mosquito netting. It is
maintained in readiness for visiting officials or m

often the DirectorOs personal chauffeur.

ore

Upper HousemaidOs Bedroom & Cleaning Closet
A small, plainly furnished servantOs room adjacent
to a narrow closet holding cleaning supplies and
spare linens, allowing discreet maintenance of the
upper floor.

Billiards / Mahjong Room : Aleisure area
dominated by a convertible billiards/mahjong table,

with cues, tiles, and chairs stored neatly along th e
walls. One of the few upstairs rooms that sees

regular social use during the DirectorOs visits.

Solarium Roof Access  : A reinforced section above
the solarium with a maintenance hatch. Normally
kept closed and not intended for casual access.

Linen Storage : A compact walk-in closet essentially,
with neatly folded sheets, towels, and table linens ,
carefully labelled and organized.
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DirectorOs SecretaryOs Bedroom: This is a refined
personal space occupied by Esperanza  with
furnishings reflecting both professional duty and
femininity. A well-made bed and wardrobe conceal
carefully chosen dresses and shoes; a dresser holds
perfume bottles, cosmetics, hairpins, & jewellery. A
small writing desk supports a portable typewriter,
shorthand notes, and folders for dictation.

Director Os Dressing Room  : This space is arranged
with almost military neatness: tailored suits, form al
wear, hat stands, shoe racks, and grooming items.

Fresh flowers on side table brighten the room.

DirectorOs Bedroom : Large and well-appointed but
remarkably restrained. Heavy drapes; solid
furnishings and expensive. This room has very litt le
of DirectorOs personality and is feels and function S
almost like a boutique hotel-room.

DirectorOs Private Study The most actively used
space when the Director is present. A substantial
desk, shelving, and locked drawers dominate the
room. A steel safe, concealed within cabinetry, hol ds
documents, cash, and sensitive materials. The
terrace off of this room is for early breakfast in peace
and solitude. A steep stair/ladder leads to a roof
hatch for maintenance.

Horrors of the Mazorra:
a 1930s Pulp Cthulhu scenario (cont.)

The 6 Investigator PCs/NPCs

Dr. Margaret Ellery Sr. Alejandro Vargas

Insp. Lionel Hargraves RN Mar’a del Sagrario

Charles OFlash® Duvall Dra. Isabela Coutinho

1.! Dr. Margaret Ellery (36F, American psychiatrist
(& undercover League of Nations reformist)

2.1 Se-or Alejandro Vargas 35 M, Cuban
philanthropist returning from S. America,
looking for " brother (secret A.B.C. member)

3.! Insp. Lionel Hargreaves 58 M, UK P.I. ex-
Scotland Yard hunting a missing woman
(supernatural experience)

4.! Hermana Mar’a del Sagrario (42 F, Spanish RN,
former Nun seeking truth/vengeance on behalf
of her late sister)

5.1 Mr. Charles OFlashO Duvall 27 M, US
photojournalist seeking a juicy/lurid story.

6.! Dra. Isabela Coutinho (41 F, Mexican
researcher (tracing spread of La Desvaneciente)

Recap: The Tour of Mazorra Turns Deadly: The
Investigators touring the Mazorra met a host of
uncanny patients whose abilities defied reason, &
crossed paths with staff hiding secrets of their ow n.
Their tour ended in the North Operating Theatre,
where Baron KriminalOs influence turned a dead
patient into a murderous strangling revenant, leavi ng
the staff shaken, suspicions rising, and the evenin g0s
formal dinner poised to become either an uneasy
sharing of information, or an ambush.

The Investigators are finally escorted to their roo ms
in the Visitors® Quarters of La Officina to wash an d
rest before dinner at 7 p.m. They are told not to
wander the grounds without an escort, but remain

free to move about and explore the public, unlocked
areas of La Officina, including the Canteen, Dining
Room, Library, Switchboard Office, and Tuck Shop.

Their allotted rooms are clean, tidy, and comfortab le.
All contain a dresser, twin bed, polished wooden
floors, intact mosquito nets, an en-suite toilet, a nd
slightly better linens; one room has two single bed S
in case Investigators must double up. A successful
Spot Hidden roll reveals that all suitcases have be en

opened and their contents neatly put awayNafter
being searched by Ricky, later by the Spanish
military attachZ, and again, less carefully, on
Captain GandiaOs orders by Dolz (see Encounter
table below).
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A Gunshot & Dr. Arturo Vilela:

While freshening up, a sharp gunshot cracks just
before 5 pm, loud, unmistakable, and close.
Moments later, Dr. Arturo Vilela appears in the
corridor, striding away from the direction of his
quarters. He is pale and tight-jawed, one hand
clamped to his upper arm. Blood seeps steadily

through his shirt, darkening the fabric. He does no t
slow, but his eyes flick sideways; he is angry, ale rt,
and unmistakably afraid. If stopped, he bristles a t

first, insisting it is Onothing.O

With firm reassurance, and a successful Persuade
roll, his control slips and his voice drops. OSomeo ne
set a gun on me. A trap. A pistol fixed in my room,
aimed at the door. When | opened it, it fired.O He
claims the weapon was braced in the window
overlooking the Family Garden, with the trigger
rigged to the door. The shot only grazed his left a rm,
OEa miracle , reallyO. He says he is heading to the M2
Infirmary for a dressing, quietly, before word
spreads. He refuses to name suspects, but his anger

is unmistakable ( Psychology , Regular).

[KeeperOs Note:Any attempts to use  Fast Talk, Charm
or Intimidate are Hard, with a Penalty Die; on a
failure, Vilela clams up entirely.]

If the Investigators later examine his quarters, wi th
or without him they find the pistol still braced in the
window frame. A crude triggering mechanismNa stiff

wire running from an eye screw fixed into the doorN
would have fired the weapon the moment the door
was opened. At first glance, it looks like a delibe rate

assassination attempt.

[KeeperOs Notes on What Really Happened:  The truth
is both accurate and incomplete. Weeks ago, during

mounting paranoia and poor sleep, Dr. Vilela secret ly
set the gun trap himself as a night-time defence. H e
assembled and aimed it from the Family Garden,

bracing the pistol in the window of his ground-floo r

room. His memory of this is unreliable, but physica |
evidence  remains. Each  morning, Vilela
automatically deactivated the mechanism in his
sleep, a routine action he no longer remembers
performing. Sometime earlier today, someone else
entered via the transom above the door and
maliciously re-armed or altered the trigger wire.
When Vilela returned to his quarters near 5 pm and
opened the door, the trap fired. Dr. Vilela did not
intend to shoot himself, but someone malicious
intended the pistol trap to go off.]

Clues indicating Vilela set the gun trap himself:

¥ Looking inside his desk drawer are suggestive
tools in his desk drawer (wire snips, spare eye-
screws, sketch of room in his handwriting)
# Spot Hidden , Regular

"#l

¥ Footprints in the Family Garden beneath the
window match VilelaOs shoes # Track, Regular
or Spot Hidden , Hard

¥ The pistolOs alignment matches VilelaOs height
and stance exactly # Firearms (Handgun) ,
Regular

Clues indicating someone else re-armed the trap:

¥ Disturbed dust on the transom window above
the door # Spot Hidden , Regular

¥ Fresh fingerprints on the transom glass and
pistol (not VilelaBs) # Forensics / Dactyloscopy
Hard (or CastellanosO lab for auto-success if he
helps)

¥ Trigger wire re-tensioned more tightly than
necessaryNor possibleNfrom outside the room
# Mechanical Repair , Regular

[Keeper®s Notes: If a snoopy Investigator tries to
opens his room door without inspecting it, the trap

is live. A Spot Hidden or Mechanical Repair (Regular,
choose the better) notices the trigger wire in time ;
otherwise resolve a single point-blank handgun
attack using Firearms (Handgun) 35%, dealing 1d10
damage on a hit; DEX  $2 allows the PC to flinch back
and avoid the shot. Or they can spend Luck ]

Additional Officina Encounters  (Pick 2 or 3)

1. RN Yolanda Heres: A striking but visibly tense
Afro-Cubana nurse in a crisp uniform approaches
the Investigators in the VisitorOs/MD quarters, her
composure strained. She nervously asks whether
they have seen Dr. Ram—n Zorrilla, explaining that he
missed a scheduled meeting with her earlier that
afternoon. If not, she looks worried, and to herself
she says will visit him at his lab under M1.

[KeeperOs Notes: A Investigator using  Persuade or
Charm learns that Zorrilla keeps a small private
laboratory in the old M1 basement off the E-W
corridor & works closely with a laboratory technici an
named Lic. Gil . A successful Psychiatry roll reveals
the two are romantically involved, and that Heres is
increasingly worried about his recent behaviour.

2. Lic. Israel Castellanos: Wearing a white lab coat
and carrying a fingerprint kit and camera,
Castellanos strides past at speed, muttering to
himself about OEpatternsE not matching human
dermatoglyphicsEmust enlargeEO If stopped, he
brusquely waves off questions. Ol will see you all at
tonightOs gathering. | must get all this ink off my self
and change into more proper clothes.0  He moves on
before further questions can be asked.

[KeeperOs Notes: Castellanos has just returned from
documenting Baron KriminalOs handprints in the M1
theatre. A Spot Hidden roll (Regular for native
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Spanish speakers, Hard otherwise) catches his
muttered comments. He will not elaborate further

here, but this encounter foreshadows revelations to
come.]

4. Mazorra Guard Jorge Dolz: A thick-set Mazorra
guard with a five-oOclock shadow stands on a step-
ladder in the corridor, ostensibly checking ceiling

lights & transom latches. His uniform is oddly dust y
at the shoulders and knees, as if he has been
crawling. He pointedly ignores the Investigators, a nd

subtly shifts position whenever they move. A faint
metallic clink from his pockets suggests something
heavy is inside. If confronted, Dolz denies everyth ing
and affects bored indifference, but will start to f old
up his ladder and move to walk away.

Jorge Dolz: Mazorra Guard / Leopard Man Cultist

STR 70! CON 65! DEX 60! SIz 75! POW 55

HP 14! DB +1d4! Build 1! Move 7 LUCK : 55
Combat/Related Skills:
¥ Brawl 65% (clawed knuckles +1d4+DB);

Firearms (Handgun)  55%; Dodge 30%; Stealth

45%; Intimidate  50%
Attacks:
¥ Clawed Knuckles 65%, 1d3 + 1d4 + DB

(impaling on Extreme )
¥  Punch/Kick 65%, 1d3 + DB
¥ Revolver 55%, 1d10 (if drawn)

Armor: None (heavy uniform = no real protection)

Traits:

¥ Leopard Cult Brutality: On first successful hit,
Dolz presses the attack recklessly (no Dodge next
round, but +10% Brawl).

¥ Coward at Heart: If reduced to 5 HP or fewer ,
Dolz attempts to flee, surrender, or bargain.

Gear: Clawed brass knuckles, revolver, skeleton key,
wire snips, stolen PC item

[KeeperOs Notes: Dolz is not merely a guard but a
Leopard Man cultist and Porra informer. He is the

one who entered Dr. VilelaOs room via the transom
and re-armed the gun trap earlier today. He reports

to Captain Gand’a and Jeremas OEl PersianO
Yohama, though he has not yet passed on what he
learned. His dusty clothing, attention to transoms,

and possession of tools all quietly implicate himNi f
the Investigators connect the dots. His fingerprint s
on the inside of the room on the gun confirm this.

If they persist in trying to stop him, or mention i tems
stolen from their room, or mention the gun trap in

Dr. VOs room, Dolz will first use  Intimidate to deflect,
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then snaps his stepladder open and throws it
sideways, blocking the narrow VisitorsO Quarters
corridor wall-to-wall. He immediately bolts.
Investigators who stop to move the ladder
automatically lose Dolz. Any Investigator attemptin g
to pursue that round  must do one of the following:

DEX (Regular) to vault or twist past it at speed
Jump (Regular) to clear it cleanly

Fail: PC is slowed & loses their movement/action
Fumble: the PC falls prone or 1 HP from the spill

If Investigators fail or fumble while clearing the
ladder, the delay is enough for Dolz to escape: eit
slipping outside into the grounds, or racing up a
service stair to the 2nd floor and fleeing across t he
roof to descend on the far side.

her

If an Investigator succeeds immediately and gives
chase, Dolz will abruptly wheel into a doorway and

then suddenly slam it into the lead pursuer. Resolv e
as an improvised Brawl attack (65%). If the attack
hits and causes any damage [1d3 + 1d4 (his DB)], th e
target must make a Regular CON roll. Failure leaves

the Investigator stunned for 1 round, unable to
pursue or attack (they may only defend or stagger);
Fumble means stunned for 2 rounds. If the
Investigator is stunned, Dolz automatically breaks
away and flees via service corridors, stairs, roof, or
sewers. Dolz may spend up to 10 points of his Luck
once to automatically hit. His goal is always escape

and he will not fight to the death unless cornered or
acting under direct orders from a superior cult
authority.

5. Teniente Coronel Francisco Vives (Spanish
Embassy Military Attache): Impeccably dressed and
clearly accustomed to being noticed, this is a suav e
middle-aged man with erect bearing in a black silk

suit despite the heat, offset by a narrow red
diplomatic sash worn diagonally across his chest. O n
his lapel is a small enamel pin: a black St. Andrew Os
Cross within a yellow diamond in a red square. Vive
greets the Investigators warmly if approached,
introducing himself with polished charm and
impeccable manners. He casually remarks that he
intends to catch the morning train back to Havana
Obefore matters in the capital become too lively,0
suggesting both foreknowledge and careful timing.
He expresses mild curiosity about their presence at
Mazorra, asking polite but probing questions about
their interests and sponsors, then adds that he loo ks
forward to seeing them again at the dinner in the
DirectorOs Manse at 7 pm. He gives nothing away
directly, but listens closely, watching reactions m

than words.

(7]
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[KeeperOs Note: He is aligned with SpainOs
Confederaci—n Espa—ola de Derechas Aut—nomas
(CEDA), a powerful right-wing Catholic political



coaliton which advocates authoritarian order,
Catholic nationalism, and close ties between the
military & the state. He is quietly assessing Mazor ra
as a potential intelligence and leverage asset,
particularly the so-called Ospecial children® under
Dr. VOs supervision, whom he views as a possible
unconventional strategic resource. He is also
evaluating the Investigators, testing whether they
represent rival foreign interests, particularly fro m
Italy or Germany, and will adjust his tone
accordingly.]

6. Senior Clerk Marina Sutrez: Carrying a stack of
charts, she nearly collides with a PC and apologize S
while muttering about chaos in Records.

[KeeperOs Note: One chart she drops contains a name
the Investigators will recognize. A Spot Hidden at
normal difficulty reveals it is the chart of the Br
Mateo Derosiers, and across the front of it is stam
inred ink FALLECIDO <DECEASED>].
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Investigating Baron Kriminal at the Mazorra

Investigators seeking information about Haitian
Vodou, the brujo Mateo Derosiers, and the entity
known as Baron  Kriminal uncover several
overlapping sources within the Mazorra, though
none provide a complete or wholly reliable account.

Medical records  and foreign patient registries list a
small but notable number of Haitian nationals

admitted over the years, many following arrest for

Oreligious mania,0 public disorder, or violence
attributed by authorities to Vodou practices.

Unclaimed belongings include confiscated ritual

objects, gris-gris, bone charms, beadwork, ash
bowls, which were quietly stored rather than

destroyed.

in La Officina
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The MazorraOs official Medical Library
offers little immediate help, as most relevant volu

have been signed out by Dr. Ram—n Zorrilla and not
returned. However, overlooked among the personal
effects of the archives of Dr. ¢lvarez y Cerice
several older works on African Diaspora religions,
including Haitian Vodou, Cuban Santer'a, and New
Orleans Voodoo. These texts provide basic
background and emphasize sharp theological
distinctions largely ignored by current staff. Dr.
¢lvarez y Cerice himself is still alive (or will be until
1940) living in Habana, and could be contacted by
phone or telegram if anyone asks.

are

Further clues can be found in Lic. Israel
CastellanosO dactyloscopy lab and Private office
Court records forwarded from Havana identify
multiple Haitians found not guilty by reason of
insanity, explicitly citing Vodou belief systems. a nd
are still alive in long-term wards for interview.
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DerosiersO own arrest file notes that during
interrogation he invoked Baron Kriminal as a
punitive death-spirit, threatening vengeance on his
captors. Castellanos himself has a long-standing
academic interest in the subject, dating back to hi S
1914 work El tipo brujo , copies of which can be
found in both his office and the M-1 hospital libra ry.

Dr. Ram—n Zorrilla possesses several French-
language books on Haitian Vodou , heavily annotated
with interpretations of Loa possession as psychosis ,
hysteria, or ethnobotanical intoxication. He has
confiscated several of DerosiersO ritual items for
Ostudy,0 viewing them as curiosities rather than
sacred objects. While Zorrilla recognizes names suc h
as Baron Samedi, Baron Kriminel , and the Gede
spirits, he does not understand their religious rol es
and rejects the idea that the entity itself is real

Monsignor Bruno Aurelio , the visiting Catholic
priest, whom the Investigators encounter at the
DirectorOs dinner, provides the clearest folkloric
context if he is talked to. He explains that Baron
Kriminal is understood in Haitian Vodou as a Petro
(OhotO) Loa, associated with violent justice, fire,
punishment, and retribution, distinct from the more
restrained spirits of  Cuban Santer'a . Such entities
are traditionally drawn to places of confinement,

suffering, terminal illness, and overcrowded
graveyards.

Finally, Mateo Derosiers himself, or what remains

of him confirms that he is neither the first nor li kely
the last Haitian Vodou practitioner to arrive at th e
Mazorra under such circumstances. If still alive, h e

describes Baron Kriminal as an avenger who Orides
the breath of the dying,0 insisting that at least f ive
Porra members must die to avenge his own
impending death. He claims the Death Loa has
already been uncaged and, once set in motion,
cannot be recalled. If Derosiers is dead or
unconscious, his confiscated notes and ritual objec ts
echo the same themes with unsettling consistency.

To be continued

COMMENTS : E&A #5

JIM VASSILAKOS: Please see my previous DM on
Severe mental illness, such as schizophrenia, can n o)
longer be meaningfully framed in terms of Id versus

Ego versus Superego.

LISAPADOL : I had not realized you had split up your
comments and questions to me lastish, so here are a
few more. RYCTM on masked facies: Oops, some
medical jargon slipped in. In clinical language
masked facies (aka hypomimia ) refers to reduced
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facial expression, most often seen in parkinsonism
and a few other neurological conditions. A person
with little facial movement can still be strikingly
beautiful, just as a still photograph or statue can
beautiful. But what most people interpret as true
beauty includes animation : the subtle play of mobile
facial expression, the shifting micro-movements tha t
signal emotion, and the sense of being vividly alive .
A perfectly sculpted face without expression may be
lovely, but it lacks that spark of vivacity that ma

a living personOs visage truly compelling and
beautiful.

be
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COMMENTS : E&A #6

MYLES CORCORAN: RYCTM on T. KingfisherOs
Sworn Soldier novellas; 10ve read the first two and IOm
half-way through the third as | write this. But th is
is the first | have heard of the OThe Hollow Places  O;
thank you. <> RAE your  Mausritter write-up. LOL at
the line OWe are literally as quiet as mice,O Ambrose
remarked. Is PhilbertOs middle name OLeroy-
JenkinsO? (grin). RARE your Kriegsmesser write-ups
from sessions 5-7 run back in 2022. This campaign
comes across very gritty and begrimed with all sort S
of shades of grey for both PCs and NPCs. lalso RAR  E
your Solo Traveller-adjacent Game  write-up. Your
explaining the rolls and your interpretation of the m
was compelling.

ROGER BW: RAE your detailed instructions on how
you game remotely.

PATRICK RILEY: Re OThe events of The Train
Journey  South seem both gratuitous and
superfluous.O Thanks for your comment, and to be
fair, from one angle youOre not wrong. Some RPG
scenarios do over-engineer their openings with big
set-pieces when a simpler hook could do. The train
scene was indeed a late addition on my part, but it Os
there to establish tone, foreshadow the supernatura |
escalation, and onboard this manifestation of Baron
Samedi (Baron Kriminal) early as something more
than a vague atmospheric presence. It puts the PCs

in danger within a controlled, manageable space
before MazorraOs huge sprawling chaos hits them ful |
force. The engineer possession also signals how the
Dead Loa actually operate; through machinery,
briefly through possession of the living, and more
commonly through the newly dead.

The scene also gives the players shared trauma to
bind the otherwise unconnected Investigators, and
iffiwhen the Mazorra officials start to look for a
shared scapegoat. If the Loa merely lingered like a
bad supernatural odour, much of all that would be
lost. That said, | may still rework the pacing of t
scene depending on how my scenario develops, along
with further feedback like yours and from others.

he
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MARK A. WILSON: Huzzah on the new job; boo on
slow to fix your HVAC landlord. Re your photos with
John Barrowman; by any chance were you both
challenged to do Mick Jagger impressions by
whomever took that photo? !

ELF: Re OIOm not entirely sure that includes solo
games, where the line between OgameO and Ojust
fictionO gets pretty thin sometimes.O0  10d personally
would be very interested in this kind of thing. <>

Re Ol got my Black Lotus card E signed. I stillhav ~ eit.0
| think my heart skipped when | read this; itOs lik e
casually mentioning you have a single Bitcoin on an
disused computerOs hard drive. IOm nota MTG playe
or even a fan, but | recall last year hearing about one
pristine BL selling for $3M USD . Looking up current
values, if your BL cardisan  Alpha version signed by
Christopher Rush with the provenance authenticated
AND your card is in in excellent condition (possibl y
never played and graded high) the value could be
hundreds of thousands $USD, or more.

JOHN REDDEN: RYCTM: Unfortunately, | suspect
another 2 to 3 sessions focused on the Mazorra,
before moving on to other  Habana Horrors . 10ve
already written and set aside for a future AoM writ e-
up on E&A another essay on the crazy politics of
1933 Cuba focused on the  Pentarchy , the SergeantOs
Revolt, the siege of the Hotel Nacional , the 100-day
Government , and finally the rise of Batista who would
dominate Cuban politics for the next quarter centur y
both out front and behind the scenes.

MICHAEL CULE: OThe inspiration of immersionO
quote you attribute to your friend John Dallman
resonated with me immediately. It captures
something distinctive about why many of us enjoy
role-gaming: the experience of becoming so fully
absorbed in an imagined setting that it sparks
sudden, unanticipated eureka moments; new ideas,
insights, or perspectives that seem to arise on the ir
own fully fleshed. As you note, this phenomenon is

often observed in actors, but it is just as familia rto
artists, writers, educators, stand-up comedians, an d
others who work creatively. | recognize it in mysel f,
particularly when | am trying to understand a

subject deeply enough that | can explain it clearly to

both medical laypersons and domain experts
alike.<> RYCTM: While IOve read everything else
about Professor Challenger, including an authorized
collection of short stories featuring DoyleOs chara  cter
(OProfessor Challenger: New Worlds, Lost PlacesO ) |
much sheepishly admit | have not read the short
story you mention. And now | must add it to the li st!

BLASTED HEATH ROW : | very much enjoyed your
lavishly photo-illustrated Lake Geneva pilgrimage. |
was struck at how modest Gary GygaxOs grave-
marker was. | would have expected something a litt le
larger and more like the memorial paver stone in
front of the Riviera dedicated him.



JOSHUA KRONENGOLD: So sorry to learn that
after ~25 yrs of you working for various incarnatio ns
of original employer, that after Zeta Global acquired
Cheetah Digital by Marigol d, they let you go as they
aspire for Oloyalty solutionsO as they focus on
Oenterprise customer engagement.O <> Re AoM
having odd formatting; | had no idea, and offer my
profuse apologies (and the comment IOm unlikely to
change how this is formatted from before due to a
combination of inertia and notime!). <> RYCTM on my
variant B/X ideas : Yes, | think youOve put your finger
on the historical through-line nicely: hits as an
abstraction for durability rather than anatomy,
scaled down to something more legible at the table. I
agree you could layer some of that back in with
multi-hit blows & class-based scaling per level,
especially if you want to preserve traditional
spellcasting/level linkage. My own instinct was jus t
to push harder toward minimalism: collapse level &
durability into one visible number and let
weapons/fighters express lethality via hit bonuses/
spillover, rather than per-level hit accumulation. But
your approach feels like a very workable midpoint

that keeps more of B/XOs original scaffolding intac t.

LISA PADOL: RYCTM: You were the 2nd person to
mention T. KingfisherOs OWhat Stalks the DeepO with
Myles being the first. Naturally | purchased a cop y
the from Bakka-Phoenix Bookstore in Toronto a few
weeks ago. <> Re CoC 7e Pulp Cthulhu stat-block
error; thanks for catching that for me Lisa!

MATT STEVENS: |remember you talking about that
bonkers 75 level D&D game at GenCon when we
shared at room at the Marriott, and how exhausting

you said it was but well it ran in the end. !

BRIAN ROGERS: | finally received my KS copy of
Draw Steel that came about after Hasbro/WOTC
leaked OGL changes debacle, and was also struck all

by the similarities to D&D 4.0. 1tOs no wonder the
kids didnOt feel thrilled by the focus on tactics a nd
board-game-like elements. <> | also blame you Bri

for my impulse purchase of the ten V&V modules |
picked up on my last trek into Toronto. <> Re that
photo taken in our hotel room at the final 2002
Milwaukee GenCon; OMG! DZj vu all over again! |
used the same photo of my very first GenCon in my
contribution to Lisa PadolOs OSomething Completely
DifferentO. :D

PATRICK ZOCH: Re the Conflict of Gold &
Experience: 101l point out your DMOs frustration and
ire was entirely self-inflicted: by rigorously enfo rcing
a rules system that converts gold into XP and XP
back into gold through training (i.e. AD&D/OSRIC
rules), he ensured that progression and training
costs would dominate table time meta-game
discussion Even in HS our group quietly ignored the
mandatory training costs and later AD&D 2e
removed them as you mention. <>  RYCT Matt Stevens
and Tags in Two-Fisted Tales : | donOt want to put

words in his mouth, but | am pretty sure Matt was
inspired by the author of the ODoc SavageO stories,
Lester Dent , from their essay OWave Those TagsO.

JIM VASSILAKOS: Re Order of Zines in E&A: I
ruefully/publicly admit to being one of those perso ns
who often submits with just minutes to spare. | am

in awe of the persons who submitted their sub-zine
before the 15 t of the month.

RYCTM on the arrival of the Death Loa BK:
Thank you, IOm really glad the imagery landed. Your
question about the consequences of not stopping the
Baron is one | had not explicitly considered, large ly
because none of the sketched pre-generated
Investigators are likely capable of destroying or
permanently repelling the Death Loa, only delaying
his manifestation at best. | included Baron K. to
serve a dual role: first, as foreshadowing of the
supernatural forces already at work within the
Mazorra; and second, as a dangerous, unpredictable
wild card that might later be turned against the
forces unleashed by the Twsha elixir.

That said, your question is an excellent one. If th e
PCs meaningfully interfere with the Death LoaOs
passage, | would allow that to blunt or delay his
influence on the Mazorra. They may later regret
having cast aside a possible supernatural weapon,

and might even attempt to invoke him deliberately
themselves, especially if Derosiers has been killed
early by bloodthirsty, gun-happy Investigators.
Conversely, if nothing checks the Baron, the Mazorr a
becomes saturated by Haitian Vodou menace far
more quickly. His presence grows harder to dismiss

as hallucination or coincidence; fear and panic ris e,
violence increases, and rioting or even a mass brea k-
out becomes a natural outcome. In this light, the
Twsha Otransparenting horrorO may function as a
counterweight to the BaronQOs influence. The scene i S
therefore less about success or failure than about

how bad things become, but how quickly they
escalate, and how overt the supernatural
manifestations are. All of this can be dialled up o r
down at the KeeperQOs discretion.

And, much as in my comment to Michael Cule on
OThe Inspiration of Immersion,0 | am discovering
some of these plot elements only as | furiously
plot/write, often litle more than a month ahead of
everyone else.

Everyone Else: RAEBNC

Dec 21st 2025. BCM




SMR Issue #3 for E&A #7, Jan2026

Erica L Frank (call me EIf); Eris Lord Freedom @itch.io

GMless Games

Wanderhome

My Tuesday night game has now had two complete
Wanderhome sessions after about 3 “session zero, or
maybe a little before that ” sessions of “well, not
everyone can make it today, but we can s tart

worki ng on things.” We chose playbooks and made
our picks from them, but didn’t do the “ask one
guestion to your right and one to your left " until we
KDG $FWXDO 2éF2e®»0O 6HVVLRQ

We're still short two players. One of them is a
manager and has to keep covering for people who
don’t show up; we’re hoping he’ll have more time
after the holidays. The other has been sick. Between
that, and the general schedule for the next few
weeks, we're taking a two -week break and picking up
in January.

People are happy with the sessions so far yay.
Wanderhome was my suggestion, and some people
had the mistaken impression that that meant| ’'d
played it before. | haven’t; we're all learning this as
we go along.

It's slow. There are times when it lags, when
we're all stuck at... ‘im, what happens next? What do
we do?” The two usual GMs are being careful not to
take over, and the other two of us aren't used to
deciding what 's in the world and how it reacts to us.
But we're enjoying the exploration.

Our characters:

X Reenisa“Ra€ Diver, Firelight platy pus, who
WUDYHOV Zp\VDKQ Bny@jddHin love with it
—this is my character,

x Piper “Pip” Fox RDJDP XéQ IR][ GDXJKWH(EA

Fantastic Mr. Fox,
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x Drey Tumblebranch, Pilgrim squirrel, who keeps a
cloak of endless pockets where he collects
keepsake memories

Then we have the two characters made by players
who haven’t made the games yet:

X  Wilburford, a Veteran badger, carrying a sword
stolen from a powerful god,

x Dorrin Tam, Caretaker mole who carries small
lost & forgotten gods in little shrines.

Beneath Pirate Flags

My Friday night group is trying Beneath Pirate Flags
a gmless gameabout, well, pirates. Or something like
pirates.

This one is moving much quicker, p robably
because we share a notion of what pirate adventures
are like. We're starting with pre- crew details —one of
the characters is on the run, escapingfrom an
unwanted engagement, and we 're rescuing her
(liberating her) on her wed ding day.

We're having fun sorting out the lines betwe en
“just declare what happens” and “oops, no, that
action needs a token...what do | have to do to get
tokens?’ (I'm playing The Monkey, who s, in this
case a small dog. What | have to do to get toke ns
includes “bite someone.” | am not going to have a
problem acquiring tokens.)

Glitch (the MMORPG) Locations for
Wanderhome

itch was the MMO of my heart ; it shut down in
2012and later released almost all of its assets into the

public domain. There are a couple of revival projec ts;

x TaviCoppepeOW 6PLWK UHG SDQGD ZKRndihaX wded\With those.

work with glass,
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It was an explore-the-world, no -combat not -
really-adventure MMO. There was farming and
crafting, and seasons with celebration items only
available in those seasons.

And I'm dragging it into Wa nderhome. (I've
already dragged it into other settings; | have a so lo
TTRPG based on it and have brought bits and pieces
into other games.)

| wanted a map for Heeth, the world of
Wanderhome, or at least...some locations. Places we
could know about; places we could explore; places
we could reference in passing as “oh yeah I've been
there” or “I've heard of that place; it has a library,
right?” Because the Wanderhome book is very good at
giving you the aesthetic and tone of the world, but
there’s no actual content —no list of towns, no NPCs,
no map, no nations/regions, no rulers. No government
info. (Are there HO H F W H I8? Roblé blbodlines?
Religious orgs?) No currency info —we had to have a
discussion about money. (Does it exist? Is there
barter? Are there regional currencies?) No tech info —
is this medieval fantasy? Renaissanceish tech level?

6 \&rhpunk —are there trains? We know balloons are
sometimes used for travel. There are ships. Are there
doorknobs? (Doorknobs as we know them were
invented in the 1700s.)

..We are ignoring most of the tech questions , and
will be making up gov'tinfo as it occurs to us.
However, | happen to have a handy list of locations ,
and very fond memories of exploring those maps. |
guess my descriptions were compelling ; | was
declared the 2 e Fal Cartographer, in the sense of “if
you want locations, go ahead and add them.”

I've converted 20-ish “streets” from Glitch to
Wanderhome locations, each with 3 natures and a
picture. A few used the Glitch pict ures; most were
created with Al. (The Glitch pictures are low -res long-
thin images. There are better images avalable in

X The metal-obsessed slothsdressed like leather
daddies,

X Uncle Friendly’s grocery (Uncle
Friendly was a...slug creature?
6 R of? I'll have to decide on a
creature type for him. )

The Rube, who wanders around offering trade

deals... which are all terrible for him. Like, he will

offer to trade a Cauldron for a sprig of gandlevery,

RU DQ $ZHVRPH 6WH&akRigrain VLQJOH

x  Celarkul, the meetup -spot everyone visited
because (1) thetool vendor had literally the best
prices in Ur and (2) it was easy to reach from
almost everywhere...and itwas pretty 6R SUHWW\

X The smugglers who offer you s trange packages
and a reward if you get it to a certain place
before the dreaded bureaucrocs
catch you and take it away .

Bureaucrocswho work at
government buildings. (And
apparently also chase down smugglers.)

x PsychH G H O L FAlpoRstuiihing sunsets in forest
areas. And bouncy mushrooms on mountain cliffs.

X We'OO VHH LI , FDQ GUDJ LQ EXWWHUQp\
PLON FDPH IURP EXWWHUpLHV <RX Qt
milk them. ) Wanderhome has lots of strange
buggy livestock; it shouldn 't be too much of a
stretchtohave b XWWHUp\ PLON VLQFH ZH F&t
aren’t using cow or goat milk.

x Purple pwers that cause hallucinations.

A general feel of abundance: The whole world
KDG HQGOHVV UHVRXUFHV \RX MXVW
where they were and make time to go get them.

some casesbutit’s D KDVVOH WR JR 0QG WKR gﬁ_éllenges were skill-based, not conquest-based.

The goal isn't to write up locations asif | were
running a game in them. It 's to write them up a bit
more sparsely than they would be in the average
adventure module or location expansion book , to
leave space for the players to make additions or
changes based on what's been going on recently.

I'm trying to give us some detai Is to play with,
without making it * my* gameworld, grabbing some of
my favorite features from Glitch ’s world of Ur wit h-
out trying to  dictate all the options of where we can
go. It's possible other players will invent other places
although that ’s not likely to be soon because none of
us know what we ’'re doing yet.

Things | want to bring in include:

In lieu of game writ eups of the GMless games (which
I may do in the future, but right now, I 'm not the
note-taker for either game), 'm going to include
some of the | ocations here. | have more locations
than I'm including in this issue (and | probably need
to write them all up somewhere; | need to pick a
format/layout thing for that). I've included a list of
what | have in Roll20, fo llowed by the ones we’ve
actively brought into the game (..three of them) and
a handful of other s we might visit or mention.
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Marrakesh Meadow in Groddle Meadow

Farm ~ Hallow ~ Bridge

Marrakesh Meadow has the Farm, Hallow, and Bridge
natures and is part of the Groddle Meadow region.

x A farm is a comfortable place where people live
unremarkable lives, deeply rooted in the turning
of the seasons and the work that must be done.

X A hallow is a sacred verdant place, where gods
and mortals mingle.

X A bridge is a liminal passage from one place to
the next.

Aesthetic elements:
x Rapscallions and merrymakers
x Peaceful livestock

x A well-tended shrine (to Pot, the giant of
Prosperity)

X Well-traveled paths leading to several other
villages

X Churning waters far below (the bridge)
X A mighty creature hiding underneath (the bridge)

This was our starting location; | had set up a nice
(public domain) pastoral image just so we'd have
something to look at while we poked at the game
concepts and character sheets (one of our players
setup Wanderhome character sheets in Roll20), and
when we got to “so...where are we?” | picked a
Glitch location that seem ed to more -or-less match the
image. The description of M arrakesh Meadow is weak
because it V W K HspoyandM was (and am) still

0 J X U b@®@ how much/what kind of description is
useful.

2XU oUVW ORFDWLRQ ZDV ODUUDNHVK OHDGRZ EHFDXVH
we needed a starting place so | picked one where |

liked the image and had no strong memories about it

in Glitch. It was p leasantly neutral .
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The getting- started section in Wanderhome involves Aesthetic elements:
four questions: Tall Ramshackle Apartments

ORUH 3HRSOH 7KDQ <RX YH (YHU OHW
6KRBWRSSLQJ /LYHVWRFN

X
X What sort of place did we just travel from? X
X

X Is there somewhere we hope to go? X 6WUHHW VWDOOV ZLWK FRIIHH KRQH\
X
X

x Do we feel our journey has been long?

We will then spend a quiet moment and each answer A Bridge From This World To The Next
this question silently, in our heads: Petroglyphs

X Where is my home? . . . .
y Gregarious Grange was a major activity hub in the

We decided that we had come “from” Marrakesh original game, and even moreso in one of the revivals,
Meadow; our journey has not been long (it ’s just where it was everyone's default starting location. W e
started!) and we plan on going to a bigger city next , all had unlim ited free teleports to get to it. The devs
somewhere with activity and rumors and maybe left piles of resources for us (since many of the g ame
jobstaVNV WKDW PLJKW oW RXU VNL O eamemQudreR’t y&t\Activ¥), Bnd players set up note
smith), so | wrote up ... boards and left messages to each other. It also had a

town hall and a set of apartments , and a connection
to the subway.
Metropolis ~ Market ~ Cave ..This means the original game images are
terrible They're either boring and empty (because the
location itself doesn’t look busy if there’ s no people in
it), or horribly cluttered with ju  nk that makes no
sense in Heeth. Fortunately, “medieval-ish animal folk
marketplace’ is easy for the Al image generators.
While we intended to travel to Gregarious Grange
(and maybe still intend to), part of our adventures on
the bridge in Marrakesh Meadow opened a portal to
another location. 6RPHWKLQJ DERXW GDQFLQJ I
particular pattern to set up a resonance; | don't
remember who mentioned the portal, just that it was
dark and swirl ing. And maybe he was thinking “and
you'll go through some changes wh en you step
through to the other side of the bridge,” but | was
already thinking of places a portal might connect to.
6R ZH ZRXQG. XS LQ

Gregarious Grange in Groddle Meadow

Gregarious Grange is the big city we are traveling to. Inari Deeps in Chakra Phool
It has the Metropolis, Market, and Cave natures
(there are some underground travel routes, just
outside of the main section of town), and is in the
Groddle Meadow region.

6 Z D P-SGlen ~ Labyrinth

X A metropolis is a sprawling place where a lot of
people live and where many communities sit
side-by-side.

X A market is a comfortable place where near -
anything can be traded and bartered, and where
people from across the Haeth gather with
supplies to exchange.

X A cave is a lonely place fundamentally connected
to the core of the earth, its wisdom, and its

tenebrous secrets.
Inari Deeps is in the darkest part of Chakra Phool,

with layers of swamp and hanging vines, a swarm of
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oUHpLHVY DQG UXPRUV RI JKRVWYV LEpkkeésnHHabibabidNorfe RUH@ hhahy red Welvet ant

KDV WKH 6ZDPS

X A swamp is a verdant place where the air is as
thick as the mud.

X Alagoon is a verdant place of contemplation,
introspection, and selff-UHpHFWLRQ

X A labyrinth is a desolate tangled maze used to
trick, imprison, and confuse.

Aesthetic elements:
X Muck and Mire

X Wriggling Worms

X A Hidden Grotto

X ORVV\ 6WRQHV
X Unexpected Hazards

x Tangled Paths

Hey look, a place where | can use the original imag e!
I think | managed to spook the other players by
describing this place; we 'd been so focused onthe
“pastoral” aesthetic —we met an elderly duck with a
love of apple pie, a grumpy sunbear mayor, a sneaky
alligator —but nothing that seemed dangerous.

Heeth doesn't have the violent -adventure focus of
most TTRPGs, but that doesrit mean it 's 100% safe.
And while the aebogs were not dangerous in Glitch
(..nothing was dangerous in Glitch) , they certainly

/IDJRRQ DQG /DE\UdagcidieQdaattexdd Hrvund Haeth. The Park Ranger

makes sure everyone who visits has been trained in
approaching and brushing the ants to gather their f ur.

x $ JOHQ LV D YHUGDQW SODFH RYHUpR
creatures and bugs, alive with movement and
presence.

X A wilderness is a lonely place that holds nature
close to its heart, closer than any mortal that
dwells within.

X A briar is a verdant thorny thicket that's
rewarding yet tricky to navigate.
Aesthetic elements:
Chittering Mantises
Furry Red-Velvet Ants
Tangled Undergrowth

Prickly Vines

X
X
X
x Territorial Bugs
X
X 6RPHWKLQJ %HDXWLIXO <HW +LGGHQ

Thiswas GLEFXOW WR.Glichbatl ‘RoxW
Preserves where players could learn fox -brushing
skills, set out bait, and then try to brush the foxes
quickly when they came through. This was the only
source of thread, which could later be woven into
fabric and was important for creating furniture and

ORRNHG VSRRN\ WKH otdd/themV L P HV \$ixetihies other craftin g.

Hopefully this wil | encourage the other players to
look at the other | ocations and consider which might
be interesting places to visit. I've had fun converting
some of my favorites.

Bokkeum Habitat in Sura

Glen ~ Wilderness ~Briar?!

1 From a fan-made expansion, not the original.

{<R X R Daye fox-brushing habitats in Wander-
home; foxes are people.But you have bumble(bee)
farming, presumably for fur. (And bug meat. Bugs are
livestock in Wander home) 6 R , Z Hb@kihg for
“fuzzy bugs that might be in nature preserves for fur-
gathering” and found ... red velvet ants. Which are not
ants;they UH pLJKW OHV Vrea@&nfygy. Thel H\
work very nicely as “somewhat dangerous creature
that you might be able to gather fur from ”in Heeth .

The Al generator was very hard to work with,
here. It does not want to make knee -high ants. It
does not want to have ants mostly hidden behind
bushes. It took several tries to get the animal fol k to
not carry cameras.

The habitat locations are likely to all be identical:
the samethree natures, same aesthetic elements, and
so on. Probably the same site image, unlesssomeone
else can come up with different pictures.

Original Bokkeum Habitatpic is not at all useful.
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Ajaya Bliss in llmenskie Deeps Kaavin Kit in Bortola

Mine ~ Cave~ Labyrinth Dhaba ~ Hillock ~ Camp?

Ajaya Bliss is a legendary mine hidden away in the Kaavin Kit is in the eastern corner of the Bortola
,OPHQVNLH "HHSV ,WjV VDLG LW@V @bidnlbddrmePsaiciiaty dueng the Waroi@w a
the way in, but the veins never run dry of precious campsite with enough activity that there are always
metal or gems. food stalls and a few merchants around. It rests in

the foothills of mountains to the east, and while it
gets travelers both from the mountain mines and
Groddle, it's too deep in the forest to become a
trading hub.

X A mine is a shaft deep into the earth, digging up
all manner of things.

X A cave is a lonely place fundamentally connected
to the core of the earth, its wisdom, and its

tenebrous secrets. x A dhaba is a rest stop for weary travelers,

merchants, and caravans looking for a hot drink

X A labyrinth is a desolate tangled maze used to .
and a quick meal, no more, no less.

trick, imprison, and confuse.
x A hillock is a verdant place in the foothills of a

Aesthetic elements: great and looming presence.

x  Mineral Deposits x A camp is a liminal place of rough comfort, often
x The Hot Breath of Heavy Labor made while on the journey from one place to the
X A Bridge From This World to the Next next.

X Bioluminescent Moss Aesthetic elements:

X 6WRQH :DOOV $ 6SLF\ OHDO 3LSLQJ +RW

An ~Inquisitive And Gossiping Merchant

X
X Chalk-Marked Directions X
(The original Ajaya Bliss imagery doesn't work well, x $ 6KHOWHUHG 9DOOH\
because the options are either “empty platforms” — X 6WUDQJH 3LOHV RI 6WRQHYV
X
X

the rocks were generated in-game — or “video of %WURDG 6KDGH 7UHHV
players in the game” rather than Wanderhome 's ,
animal folk. www.youtube.com/ watch?v=bt2PGB9X8rk Wood Pile of Gathered Fallen Branches
has examples.) This is one where |'m getting pretty far from the
original . Kaavin Kit in Glitch was a minor dead-e nd
street, not particularly notable. Inth H (OHY IHt® *LD

2 From the version E\ $& QL W)\ *indbedd/of the other * Camp’
natures made by other fans.
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revival, however, it was my home street —we didn’t X A garden is a comfortable place where everyone
have houses like the original (we got them later), so KDV SOHQW\ DQG WKH ZRUOG LV RYHL
the alpha-test players got to pick locations of our gifts.

choice as“home,” and the devs would throw
resources at us if we wanted. (Gardens didn’t grow in
normal streets usually, but they'd set one up for us,
and so on.) We mostly picked dead-end streets
instead of th oroughfares, so other players wouldn 't
be tripping over our stacks of supp lies. (We were

X A commune is a place of community and
cooperation, where everyone knows each other
and everyone pitches in to help.

x Aroot cellar is a place that with careful planning
in times of bounty can provide during the meaner

never worried about theft. Glitch -the-original was seasons
barely worried about theft, and the revival project s Aesthetic elements:
are heavy on “hey | had fun making 300 bottles of x Outrageously Large Gourds

hooch so | have left them here fo r anyone to grab.”)

6 R W K'thé Kagvin Kit in my mind, which
never existed in either the original game or the
revival projects.”

BULVPDWLF %XWWHUpLHYV
(FOHFWLF &RPPXQLW\ *DUGHQV
Friendships With Gods Forgotten By Most

7KH &ROG 6PHOO 21 3UHVVHG 'LUW )O]
6WDJQDQW $LU

Xx 5DFNV RI +HUEV 6HW 2XW WR 'U\

X X X X

7KH KHUE JDUGHQV LQ WKH oUHERJV R

Theoriginal location. Not awful, but not evocative, either. each region) and the community gardens in the
: . . . : sunnier places, were garden zones where anyone can
Shimla Mirch Herb Gardens in Shimla Mirch P g ) y
plant and anyone can harvest, unlike the gardens you
Garden ~ Commune ~ Rat Cellar could set in your own backyard, which were not

public-access.

This meant people could come through and steal
all the ripe foods/herbs and not replant any thing, and
it'd be the next player’s job to decide if they cared to
replant.

..Most people replanted. Players left piles of seeds
so it was easy to do so. (Could people just steal the
VHHGV" <HYV difint W waskhad kind of game. )

The image is, of course, Algenerated. The original
KHUE JDUGHQ LPDJHVY DUHMWRUULOFDOO\
nothing about them says “garden” to people notin
the game:

Shimla Mirch Herb Gardens. | pmmise that, even zoomed ims we saw
it in play, it's hard to parse ascommunity garden zone.”

Cebarkul in Uralia

6KLPOD OLUFK 5DHjV KRPHODQG L\PeyRI8R 0ARMA QPRV W
UHJLRQ Rl WKH oUHERJVY DQG LWV KHUE JDUGHQV DUH
located to its south, as far as possible from the d ry

and sunny lands of Groddle Isle. Anyone is welcome

to help with any part of the gardening; even visito rs

are welcome to take whatever is fully grown

(although it's appreciated if they re -plant after

KDUYHVWLQJ 7KH\ JURZ PHGLFLQDO DQG pDYRUIXO KHUEV
DQG VRPHWLPHY KDOOXFLQRJHQLF SXUSOH pRZHUYV
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Cebarkul, on the island of Uralia, was once a major Shinso Ello in Sura
hub for festivities and market exchanges. It's quie ter
now, and its beautiful and surreal landscape lends
itself to contemplation —but there is always a party
somewhere in Cebarkul.
x $ JOHQ LV D YHUGDQW SODFH RYHUpPRZLQJ ZLWK
creatures and bugs, alive with movement and
presence.
X Alagoon is a verdant place of contemplation,
introspection, and self-UHpHFWLRQ

X A carnival is a sprawling place full of celebration
decadence, and excitement.

Port ~ Market ~ Tavern

Aesthetic elements

X ~Watchful Caterpillars

X 6RDULQJ 'UDJRQPpPLHYV

X A Rare And Mysterious Flower

X A Well-Worn Path

X ([(WUDYDJDQW 'LVSOD\V RI ([FHVV
X

A Mysterious Performance
| mentioned this one above. Cebarkul was a favorite GK_LQVR (OOR LV D SRUW FLW FRQQHFWI
JethPDGK DQG 6XUD ,WV PDUNHW LV D PL

gathering place for mass quests and any personal WKH oUHERJY IDEU LiEmsIshRP WKH DO W
guests that involved other people. Also, it's one of the ) 0 ) et ) sl Q
occasional gems from distant mountains.

few places where | have a hig h-res image from the
original, and, although it 's more empty than | 'd like, it
at least captures the correct mood. | cropped it down
to just a partial image. x A market is a comfortable place where near -
And it has a caterpillar: anything can be traded and bartered, and where
people from across the Haeth gather with
supplies to exchange.
X Atavernis a liminal place of simple comfort,
often settled into while on the journey from one
land to the next.

X A port is the liminal gateway through which the
whole world opens up to you.

Aesthetic ele ments:
x Jetties and Docks
X 6PXJ &DSWDLQV
*OLWFK GLG RW KDYHafkE@dDJR LHVX \I/:\;)‘réaignvl\_llares
Wanderhome thing. It?l work well; Ceb?irkul was tr?ep X A Familiar ~Crafty Merchant
NLQG RI SODFH WKDW VKRX®G KDY H GUPIRQPLYHFORFH (LWK $ %LI 3RW 21 6V

they didn 't exist elsewhere in Ur. x 'U\ 30DFHV 7R 60HHS

Glitch didn 't have ports. Glitch had region s that
connected at some streets, and if you traveled t o the
connecting street in different region, poof, there you
ZHUH 6RPH SODFH VistaHd) Hut@hattbhal © H G
no effect at all on gameplay.

..We have islands and we're gonna need ways to
get from the islands to the mainland and such. 6R ,

3 Capitalization per origina I. 1 don't likeit. 1’P WRR OD]\ MR o[ LW
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invented portcities. (, KDYH WZR VRQDaL PAHEMMMents on E&A #6
is also a port.) | have no idea what we ’ll do with

them. Limited comments EHFDXVH ZRZ WKH PRQWK pH
The above is more Al image U\ 6 KL Q@@ It's..KROLGD\ VHDVRQ +DOI WKH R&FH LV

random forest street in Glitch; it looked like dozens The other half is rushing to get things done befor e all

of other stre ets near the fox habitats. (And the fox our clients go on vacation. My main coworker was off

habitats themselves looked almost the same.) several days in the last few weeks, and is now off

through January so I’'m covering our department
alone. It's been very busy.

An Unlooked For Zine #5 — Lisa Padol

(D FK R llovdtiohk is going to have some changes , FDQ VKDUH WH4tel Lo®HBV 6IKRIVGAaRAZ U X Q
from Glitch, fr om the wor Id of Ur. D&D 3.5 contact me elsewhere. The author would
L love for more people to get them and try them. Much
lgTheme: The dumbest/ silliest/ of the text is just copied stra ight from the source
craziest things the players ever did material and then adapted, so they 're both clunky in
spots. At my request, he eventually split the D&D o ne
This is an interesting topic, in that it seems to assume into several volumes, so the “rules” section is not in
the writer isflwas a GM. Not that players don 't ever WKH VDPH 0OH DV WKH EHVWLDU\ RU ZR
reminisce about their dumb activities, but the way (Word starts choking at about 500 pages and this was
the topic is phrased doesn't seem to assume “the well over 700 for a while there.)
players” includes “you, the writer. " | keep wanting to put together a good set of solo
I am basically a never-GM. | have GMd once in TTRPGdor wr iting exercises. (I have nobody to share
the last 20 years — a one-shot game of Fate them with.)
Condensed, for my regular *8536 JURX&ht Haven't played Fiascq | keep hearing about it as a
okay; | might like to do more like it , but | never seem narrative -heavy game.
to have time. (I actively want to learn to GM For Sense@s a game—it’d be (relatively) easy to
Brindlewood Bay, so I'll be looking into that in my, balance if all the characters are sensates. It gets
sigh, copious free time over the next few mont hs.) harder if you have some PCs who are sensates and
6R KP VWXSLG WKLQJV WKH SO RQyRdwhoGteSheir normal -human friends/family/etc.
Do | talk about That Guy who apparently decided For Midnight at the Well of Souls- | go back and
his reason for playing was to mess up everything th e forth between “VRPHWKLQJ OLNH *8536 ZLWK
other players accomplished? (That seemed less point -cost writeups of dozens of species” vs
“dumb” and more “hostile.” He was bored with “something like Fate, with a description, sample
successful adventuring so decided to steal half their aspect, and short list of potential stunts for each
magic items and run off in the middle of the  night — species” ( Lhe¥ way, 1'd want writeups for all the
leaving them stuck with trying to explain to the species directly encountered in the books, and
Dwarf King why his magic axe was not being location details for several of the hexes, including
delivered on schedule.) some details of the enforced tech & magic levels.
The other That Guy who said, literally, “I pick The actual gameplay has two main options: One,
pockets until I get caught? re-create one of the novel plots or something like it —
The Head of Vecna incident? (I wasn't there for the Well World is somehow under threat and your
that WKH *8536 JURXS PHQWLRQHG LM BN (iiling) fBle trtd-&fe stuck trying to
D&D history.) It went exactly as badly as you might LGHQWLI\ LW DQG o[ WKH SUREOHP RU 7
think : Apparently the players convinced themselves )DQW D V\$ GFLH Q W X U Hith HbasMally.Tew
that if they could just cast healing fast enough, they hundred mini -worlds to deal with. The second would
could get the head to stick. The GM watched the require more detailed worldbuilding in advance,
whole party commit suicide via decapitation over something to let the players know what s available.
Vecnds head. It was mentioned in the books tha t cross-hex

I, of course, have always been the voice of sweet conquest had been tried a few times, an d usually
reason, and never had a Javacrucian priestess collapsed fairly quickly: Low- tech hexes just didn’t
interrogate prisoners by giving th em endless coffee have the resources to take over high -tech ones, and
until they couldn’t shut up. Rumors otherwise are high-tech conquerors couldn’t get used to the

propaganda by the teaosophists.
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restrictions of the low- tech ones. But there would no I've never attended it. Also, it's a very frustrating trip

GRXEW EH DWWHPSWY DJDLQ DQG VYhiktblis tabsitHrohvthe R Xa&l Bayo Q G

themselves involved in some part of that. It does now look lik e apossibleWULS ZKHQ , oUVYV
| looked up Session Zero Syem, which seems to looked at it (many years ago), it was a nightmare.

be very hard to acquire currently. (However, it’s on BART has more stations now.

6 F U L E.Geasy Bnough to look at.) Looks like it 's got Maybe | should learn to drive. I'd be willing to

a lot of good ideas for how to build character attend more local conventions if | didn 't have to deal

backgrounds and connect them, but do esn't have a with transit back and forth , or the horrible cost of a

VSHFLoF VWUXFW XhateakBsernddR D F K hotel room for a place that | think of as  “local.”

there’s not going to be a one-size- o \AAW option. I'm going to have to extract your Wildcard

| didn't realize Apoc World's “1 player per playbook” 6\V W,(Mdb’ not actually a game; no setting info) and

) . look at it.

was based on external-to-game considerations. | know

that a lot of PbtA systems are built with the base Going to be Ad-Libbed #4 — Avram Grumer

premise that only 1 of any playbook should be active

at a time, and it could cause ga me-balance problems Thank you for the Dream A skew playthrough; I'm

otherwise. (I wonder how it 'd work with Blades in now in two GMless games and there is very little

the Dark and other games that are pretty removed online about how these Work, or how they can work.

from the original PbtA setup.) (Neither o f the games I'm in has the strong

moves/weak moves dynamic, but they both have
Denizens of the Library #5 — Brian Rogers “costs a token/gain a token” moves.)

'UDZ 6WHHO KDV EHHQ DOO WKH UDJHCERHTGH? asbgﬁﬂ‘{wf‘ﬁ?""h”_eas
, : we get used to trading off “I declare a Thing exists,’

Bluesky recently, and | don’t remember the details h hat

but | remember that ther e were posts that | lo oked or an event happens, or whatever.

. . B . . 5 < &me re “cop voice” — | hadn’t thought of it
at, and immediately thought, “I am neverplaying this that but “<RX UROTand ®la s 3
game, especially if you think that ’s the pitch point s” atw ay, but yes. n retirolls

IIRC, it was something like “it’s like D&D’s dlﬁe ir?rﬁotf;tgtltje\r :]?Jn.. :;Elf_'e rirg :ol:seg E'gyR H HOVH |
combatonly % (77(5 ZLWK 025( 58(16,DQG"ome 'he F Q
. . - table, perhaps?And phrasing like that often comes
TACT, & Gsing the map grid all the time! ) o .
. ; with other ambiguities —it may not be clear when
And my reaction was, twitch, um...no. .
these dice are rolled, and when the effect of them

Firedrake's Hoard #4 — Roger Bell_West resolves.
5<&3DWULFN 5LOH\ aPewv®& VIWHY DUH

Thank you for the Apatools link; I've bookmarked output because they’re grammatically correct in
that and will be sharing it with people. many settings where people are prone to using the

Re: Length of TTRPG sessionsmy *8536 JUR X §porthand of hyphens or endashes (which they use
(which is supposed to be monthly; was  originally because Word autocorrects to them). They are also
weekly before COVID)is an all-day event —meet at endemic to advertising copy, and LLMs were lar gely
9am or so; game lasts until 3 or 4, could go later. My trained on (1) public domain works and (2) ad texts .
weekly online games run 2-3 hours; it’s harder to (They were also trained on misc bl ogs, twitter, and so
schedule longer than that (1) on weeknights (2) across on —but those don't have consigent formatting or
international time zone s. But they're also continu al communication styles. Pre-1950 texts and ad copy
games, not one-shots, where I'd like the option of both have consistent enough styles to strongly shape
more than 4 hours. how LLMs work.)
Quasipseudoludognostication #6 — Patrick Attacks of Oppor tunity #5 — Dylan Capel
Riley

| agree that columns can be annoying to read.
“Here in the Bay Ared...hey you're local! Or I suppose  However, the other choice involves either “very long

“I'm local” since you've been at this longer. (Wanna lines of text” or “larger font; fewer words allowed per
join a mostly -monthly *8536 JIPPH issue.” (Not that | ’ve hit the 16 pg limit, but | could,

| attended DunDraCon a few times in the distant and | don’t want to switch around formats based on
past, but then it was opposite PantheaCon, and later how much | 'm writing.)

RIWHQ WRR FORVH WR (VFDSDGH IRU PH WR DWWHQG ERWK
KublaCon was opposite BayCon for a long time, so
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I know | 'll want to add maps at so me point, so I'll
have to play with the settings, because those often
won't look good when crammed int o0 a 3.25 column..

The Dragon’s Beard #91 — Patrick Zoch

Re: Just needing gold, not monster-slaying, to go up
levels: One presumably wouldn 't need to ste al the
gold; could you invest instead? Or offer loans with an
interest rat e until you had 3000 gp in exces s of your
starting point, and go up levels that way ?

The Phoenix Nest #6 — Michael Cule

5 < &rie: I've met several solo TTRPG fans who have
not clicked with Thousad Year Old VampireThere
may be an amazing solo game for you out there. (But
you are not obligated to look for it or keep trying
solo games.There is no shortage of other gaming
material, and time is always limited.)

| will probably occasionally recommend solo
gamesthat | like, and perhaps one of them will catch
your inte rest. 6 RP HW L P HTAlEeR & e Kthonic
Watersis going to be out of its beta stage and I ’ll be
crowing about it , and maybe you'll take a look just
because Im so obviously hyped for it.

5<&7 *HRMilli: 13xpect BrindlewoodBay
needs both a group of players who are good at
conspiracy theory from packs of random clues, and a
GM who is support ive of those theories instead of
trying to nudge the game into a particular answer.

I've lost some interest since realizing it’s not
designed for long-term campaigns; you can’t do

Murder, She Wroteor 6 KHUORFN +ROPHV RU

Mysteries, because your characters eventually tap out
as they use crowns. But maybe that’s okay, and most
players don’t go into games thinking “can | play this
character for 30+ sessions? Hm.

Age of Menace #243 - Brian Christopher
Misiaszek

5<&7 PH 7KDfQrithe €&mpliments! The art
from “Lost World of Ur " is from the game Glitc h; and

11

you're doing itwrong. ” 6R D PHPRULDO VROR 775:
that’s enjoyed in ways other than “got out a de ck of
cards and character sheet’” LV D O \)Rno Qaétd
Moon’'V ', ("is, ahem,also likely of limited appeal.
The second Fighting Fantasy set on Kickstarter
UHFHQWO\ oQll&dgeng ide . | got the
oUVW V HMWt had Kirbevto play t hem, but |
remember making a map for the Firetop Mountain
book so | could re -play it and avoid the tro ublesome
areas.
| am considering trying to make a solo game like
that — an adventure with pre -determined options,
with likelyli PLWHG UHSOD\DELOLW\ RQFH \R>
the “correct” route & choices. The hard part (err,
other than the “lots of writing etc " step) is trying to
incorporat e role-playing/journal/character develop -
ment options as well as the “choose which door you
open” parts, that now feel like video -game elements
to me.

Accidental Recall #5 — Joshua Kronengold

5<&7 PH 7KH *85 36 wilh Rs¥to,be a
D&D group, long before | joined them . (Or more
DFFXUDWHO\ 7KH *8536 JURXS -4MRLQHG
players who used to play D&D together. It 's now
down to 2 of them from *“back then,” and | am now
part of the “original players” group when we 're
bringing in new people. More than 20 years of
gaming history to gether wil | do that.)

The settings/game premises used to be D&D-ish.
They are now much more human & low -magic than
q&@d '\ nogsyre we 've ever had an elf or dwarf
character. There's a vaguely D&D feel to the
worldbuilding —there are taverns; there are knights;
there are castles here and there across the landscape;
villages are harassed by gobin types (maybe goblins,
maybe orcs, who knows; you have never seen them
up close and your sole understanding of their cultu re
is that they attack towns you 're in, and you need to
kill them to survive).

I think once we encoun WHUHG PLQG pD\HUV :t
KDYH GHOQLWHO\ HQFRXQWHUHG RUFV

» KDG KHOS ZLWK WKH LQYHUWHG 1§Lﬁﬁ1e'-é?15)r:§cférsar5919e9|%man,and,other

very basic art editing but a friend helped attach it to
the “Lord Moon” picture, grabbed from Devi ant art
under CC rights). | am very hap py how the layout
came out on both, so | 'm glad you enjoyed that.
“Lost World of Ur” was intended to be enjoyed by
all, oh, 30 of us who still love and remember Glitch,
and anyone elsewhose interest it catches; | didn’t
(and don't) care if it reach es anything like fame. (And
if someone can enjoy it for the art and layout, tha t's

than the New People, players are no longer prone to
building characters around D&D class concepts.
We didn’t have a problem with “ so, this isn't
D&D...what do we do?” because the approach was
“let’s have a D&D like game only without all the parts
of the D&D system we hate.” And eventually that
became“*DQG ZLWKRXW WKH SDUMIV RI WKH
gameworlds we don 't want to bother with.
Current game: Hundreds of years ago, two

oQH 3DUW RI ZKDW , ORYHG DERXWinfdbnl¥ G eaf wi, Kttty uBsttdyed a small

wasn'tany “\RX PXVW SOD\ WKH J®PH 7+,6 ZD\
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kingdom in between them. However, the family of
the rulers of tha t kingd om were allowed to survive,
kept in place for ...some reason, we don't know. Now,
the heirs to the lost middle kingdom have been
kicked out of their home and told to go away - into
the area that’s always been forbidden to them.

6 R Zé&dworking to re-establish a kingdom in the
“wastelands” (which have plenty of people and a
functionalec RQRP\ 0JXUH R XdNdsDK\ WKH
goblins are occasionally doing “swarm attacks to the
death” on human settlements, and hopefully someday
0JXUH RXW \&kéarkept alive and hidden all
this time.

Not too different from a D&D game premise. Very
different in activity & options, because our charac ters
donW oW LQ '' FODVVHYV

Everyone else

5$ (% 1@r maybe not quite read, becausel left this
later than | wanted and skimmed a lot of the issue.

Wow this looks like a ridiculous amount of empty
space., ZLOO 0QG VRPHWKL®®E WR o000

12

PRV

Map of our corner of Heeth,
stolen/adapted from Ur, assembled from
various resources (We weren't given a
high-res world map when the game was
over — but a partial one appeared on the
267 UHOHDVHG ODWHU
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For Ever & Anon #7
© 2026 Joshua Kronengold
eaddr: mneme@Ilabcats.org

Dreamwidth: https://mneme.dreamwidth.org

Gaming blog: https://labcats.dreamwidth.org/ _ (with Lisa Padol; defunct-ish)

Tumblr: mneme / Mastodon: @mneme@dice.camp
Bluesky: mnemex.bsky.social

Well, my big news is that after 22-23 years in the same pb (note
quite half my life, but close enough), that chapter has come to an
end and | have to both figure out how to get unemployment and
health care (for both myself and Lisa) during my period of
unemployment, but also start my job search. It's no fun at all,
and while I'm not in a terrific hurry to get a new job (I mean, |
just had 22-23 years of uninterrupted employment, and also it
would be nice to learn some new things while | have time, but
also we have several projects | could devote more tine to while
between jobs if | could spend less time and attention on health
care and trying to fix unemployment), it's certainly a s hock.

Which isn't to say | haven't sent out resumes, and the
rejection letters have been piling up particularly for s ome of my
more "stretch” applications, but I'll try to get a bit more serious
in mid January if not before and bring down my expectat ions
since it would be nice to have a new job going into the sping,
plus it's nice to think that | could be doing some new coding that
isn't tied to work | did 20 years ago, whether it's using a
programming language I've been using for 29 years orlearning
some new stuff (and maybe making some new mistakes) and
hopefully coding in a different domain entirely.

And, of course, it would be nice to wrap up some ttrpg
projects and larp projects we've committed to. In addition to
revising and running Ghost Fu (our larp where nearly all the PCs
are dead and in the afterlife before the game starts) torun at
Intercon X (the 24th letter Intercon, not Intercon 10; the next
one will be Intercon Y) in early March, | want to finish a good
draft of Dangerous Refuge with complete rules, a revisian of my

Witch and Cat (two player freeform letter writing RPG whe re
one PC is an established witch and the other a prospective
apprentice hoping to learn from them) with more guidance an d
probably some choice-enabling tables, and also do a fuldesign
for my ideas of a Puerto Rico (the board game) near-clonethat's
about a farming witch's collective (with NO SLAVERY).

Igtheme (the dumbest/craziest things the players did):
Since | play more often than | run, most often the things are stuff
I did. For instance, in D&D | initiated a time loop, taking a
princess away from her kingdom intending to loop back and
return her shortly after she left. And the other players went
along with this, and moreover, while there were some
complications, while we had to cut the wanderjar half a year
short, IT WORKED! She's the queen now (see my zine in a
previous E&A,; | don't want to look up which one).

In Cthulhupunk (Lisa's first long game for which she gets
her handle, written up in A&E), one PC killed a big bad by
tricking her into walking into a room under his control and
SHOOTING IT INTO SPACE, an up and down trip which was
designed to, and succeeded in killing all aboard (she cane back
via magical reincarnation later, but it did make for a mo re
interesting more complicated relationship with the PCs and
delayed any horrible plans rather considerably).

In general, I'll lean into doing wild actions in RPGs. A fter
all, if you can't manage courage in a game where no
consequences are real, how can you manage it in reaife? Plus,
doing wild, or at least interesting/surprising things is pa rt of
how you make a memorable game without planning it ahead of
time.

Comments on Ever & Anon #6

Cover : Gotta admit, "took some public domain art and
manipulated it a bit" certainly looks a lot better than the years of
clip art covers when A&E was (relatively) obscure and wasn't
getting (I presume) a lot of cover submissions.

Myles Corcoran :"We are literally quiet as mice!" | know
this was probably what the player said converted to in character
dialogue, but | have this vision of tiny enthusiastic mouse
knights sneaking, not discovered, until one particularly
enthusiastic mouse delivered this line in a high loud voice, and it
was on. Shades of Seanan McGuire's aeslin mice (pronounced
"ash-lynn, like the name), who, too, are despite their inherent
unseriousness, probably survival conscious enough to rot
actually make this mistake when someone dangerous was
around.

Re Amber: How did you GM a player being body swapped
with an NPC in a PVP-focused game like Amber? Did you have
the player play Dworkin, or did you play Dworkin with the player

giving instructions via note (and, presumably, the player play
Dworkin in their PC's body based on your instructions, if you
were going the full player secrecy route).

Re Matt and storygames: What's fascinating there is that
while Matt clearly didn't like the first wave of Forge-insp ired
games and this was very clear at the table, he was also
experimenting himself with new styles of game that | never
really saw work until storygames provided another way to do
them. Even aside from the interesting experiments in Two Fisted
Tales (like players having a lot of influence over whether their
characters succeeded and failed in at least some versias of the
rules; | don't remember what was published but playtests
included at one point players having a hand of cards; put down
the one you want for the result you want...), Lisa and | have
talked about how one of the Two Fisted Tales long runring
playtest games was a "normal” family with normal plots and
aspirations, where part of the issue over time is "OK, sowhat are
we doing here, though?" But a game like Hillfolk or Good Society
adds enough tech to focus on what's going on in normal gople's



lives rather than having to rely on players' literary aspirations.

So it's reasonable that Matt would be frustrated that
despite according with some of his ideas on what RPGs coulcbe
if we broke down the wargame-shaped box we started with,he
doesn't actually like modern storygames he's tried.

Re monsters not using the treasure in their possession: |
suppose you could also have enemies "drop" items whenhey are
defeated that they didn't have before-hand (and which, in many
cases it would make no sense for them to have, like woles still
dropping gold). Of course, in computer RPGs, where this
originated, this is intended as a convenient shorthand to making
sure players can get gold to play with and (for MMORPGs, where
this is often complicated to a ridiculous degree) so powerful gear
can be made available to players at a level that nevehas it
become common or easy. But what if the game world realy did
have, like a surprising number of gaming-inspired isakai
webnovels/manga/anime do, core reality that reflected this, with
"monsters" dropping treasure when they were killed 9or just
defeated?) what does this even say about the world?

Re em-dashes: | started out using spaces around em-
dashes by habit, but eventually trained myself out of it.

Re Brindlewood Bay: | think the "post-defined mystery" is
absolutely in the whodunit mode, not he howdunit. It just
requires, for players to enjoy it, that they be up to creating the
mystery as they go, not simply experiencing it, which certainly
requires a different methodology. For a Columbo-style
howdunit, you'd want a different mode of play entirely— at
minimum, the players would need to know who the killer wa s
from the beginning (as Columbo, not just the viewer, generally
knows, catching tells to catch him up with the viewer who got to
see the murder happen; of course, a game could easilgo both,
with a narrated scene of the murder that identifies the kil ler, and
then during play, either the GM can point out why the PC
detectives know this from the beginning even if they can't prove
it, or the players come up with those details). Then, the mystery
can progress as it plays out—the GM probably has a spafic
manner figured out for how the mystery happened, and play's
going to be about players figuring this out and/or tricki ng the
perp into revealing how things happen. It solves some ofthe
same problems that Brindlewood By does—in that the playes
don't mostly have to guess who did it—there might still be
mysteries—there might be a twin plot where only one of the
twins (or, yes, both) did the murder, or it might be that the
person who was obviously guilty and thinks they did the mur der
actually didn't for some reason and clues will drop about that
while they're trying to work things out. But it does avoid a lot of
the traditional guessing games.

Brindlewood Bay, though (or Apocalypse Keys, or other
Carved from Brindlewood games) is different; the GM might
have a strong idea of the events from the beginning, butthe
players don't, and as such, it's always possible thathe GM is
wrong and the players come up with a different that work s for
the table, contradicts the GM's ideas, and that the mecharics
dub correct; completely different than a Columbian mys tery
where the GM and players all start out knowing who dunit .

In any case, the reason the Brindlewood model works fa
me (as a fantasy/SF fan who also likes mysteries) is thatplaying
it, particularly in the slightly modified Apocalypse Keys m odel
where there can be several failed guesses before therg'a
successful one, is much more similar to the process ofwvatching
a mystery story than it is to being a detective in one.You'll see
various clues pile up, and then at some point, decide toguess (to
whoever is around) at how they add up, looking at the actual
clues, but also metadata like screen time, "why is thischaracter
even here", etc. And often, you'll find that your answer was in th
right direction, but wrong in some important respect, as it turns
out that your perp was the new murder victim (pretty com mon
actually!) or otherwise exonerated. So when you're readyyou

make another guess, and the process continues until evatually
you get it right and the story proceeds to a conclusion!

ryct Lisa on Brandon Sanderson: | don't think I've ever
seen koi (the ying-yang fish in Avatar the Last Airbender) in his
books? But | wouldn't be that surprised if the one-shot n ovel
(but still Cosmere, technically) The Nightmare Painter, with a
painter in a shadowed city dreaming with a sculptor in the
desert, had an equivalent.

Re Escape room/RP crossovers: | think it's a natural fit!
But there are some issues—often, escape rooms have aif
amount of expensive special effects, which scales muchdss well
if you're only running a game a few times, as many LARPs do.
And meanwhile, LARPs ask a lot of of the players, who aen't
simply asked to solve puzzles, but also play charactes (often
characters written by the game designers), maintaining their
characters and being part of the fun even while trying to figure
out the mechanics and/or puzzles in the game. So the issuds
that you need to appeal to a mass market audience if pu're
going to market yourself like an escape room, but if you want
roleplaying as a core activity you need a more sophistiated
audience, which makes for some hard choices. Of course, yo
could build a roleplayed escape room where the game wa
designed to be fun even if the players scaled down theRP, so a
group could play it more like a normal escape room, or they
could invest heavily in the characters which they were assigneal.

Re percentile systems in RP: Yeah, leaning heavily into
the "didn't | mention | had" points approach and letting p layers
bump up a skill right before rolling would at least gua rantee that
they could get some use out of the skills they invested into. Not
sure it would fix the issue in the longish term, but it woul d help!

Attronarch :Re puzzles: We've hit a number of puzzles in
D&D games. Sometimes someone has a flash of inspiration and
they get solved quickly (it helps if they're a riddle in essence;
riddles have a lot of advantages as puzzles in that it'susually
pretty clear whether you have a right answer or not, and also
what kind of puzzle it is, which isn't always obvious with mo re
physical types). And we've hit some interesting positioning
puzzles in, say, the Strixhaven game which we figured out
enough of to be able to use them to manipulate a fight even if we
didn't figure out all the details.

On the other hand, sometimes it's clear that there's a
puzzle but there's no clear direction it could go (or goal).
Sometimes these get solved anyway, but a lot of the timethey get
played with, logged, and then moved on from without ever really
figuring out what that was. Particularly if a game is pret ty
sandboxy, the group can always just ignore a mysterypuzzle
until and unless it becomes urgent.

On the other hand, the two mystery games | played at
Time Bubble both had a puzzley nature. Obviously, Dead Da
(being an escape room cross) had the puzzle nature—in adition
to the classic escape room types, there were persongbuzzles to
unlock memories, and most of the keys to open new infaomation
in the game often inside purses or other kinds of containers that
could be locked) were numbers hidden behind puzzles of a
variety of types, from an interesting pathing puzzle (solving the
paths correctly resulted in 4 "paths” that spelled out the
numbers needed for a combination lock).

But even the Blues Clues game was full of puzzles,fa
sort—the mystery solving mechanic was to state two "fats"
about the mystery you wanted, and then you'd either beright
(and get a conclusion that was clearly True) or wrong (in which
case you'd know that something about your facts wasn'ttrue or
wasn't relevant). So getting those "facts" was all abou looking
through people's statements and actions and solving themas a
puzzle, of sorts (we solved all but one mystery in he game, |
think).

Re comments vs text: I've been able to say substanal



things while commenting, so | tend to prioritize comments, but
honestly we really need both. Without original content, an APA
doesn't have anything to talk about and isn't really about
anything; without comments there's no community.

Re high levels, high stakes, high danger: Stephen and Dan
(of the Thursday night D&D game) will talk about how back in
the day, multiple players gained access to time travelmagic and
unaging, and, playing wizards, used it to grind out rings of
wishes, using most of the rings to make wishes that anyone
wishing them dead would die instead. At late stages of thegame,
one of the wizards had 30 of such wishes hanging around and
the other had maybe 18. They never did come to blows, buif
they had, what fun wold have been had!

John Redden :TLDR means "too long, didn't read". It's
used to say you didn't read something because your eye glazed
over, but I'm more likely to use it to summarize a lon g block of
text with a shorter, pithier line that includes the gist.

Re politics in gaming: Even when someone doesn't make
a game (or other work explicitly political, some amount o f
politics will often leak out, particularly if it's set in the far future
where assumptions about how people will interrelated with one
another can be telling. That said, that's different than a game
that's intentionally political.

Gabriel Roark : we had at least one discussion on
different early D&D rules for gaining XP after reaching en ough
to level. Different ones used different rules, but of course GMs
would mix and match—I know AD&D's rule (because | looked it
up) is that once enough XP has been awarded to level, nanore
XP can be gained at all until training happens, which implies
that if the group somehow beats a high level enemy they might
be able to go up several levels (if they can afford taining). But
other editions (Basic/expert/Master | think?) had the "never
more than next level -1" rule, where you could never gt XP
enough to go up 2 levels at once, but had to go into taining and
then do at least some adventuring to gain the next level. Or have
a random town encounter | guess.

Lisa Padol : re Desires in Good Society: have to agree that
they're optional—I mean, we totally forgot to use them in at least
done Dangerous Refuge playtest and the game ran fine! hie key
thing there is that it's important that every player be cle ar on
what their MC's main goal is at any given time, but it's also fine if
it changes a lot. Whereas a Drive has a real purpose—
establishing why the character goes into danger (well, na
Serpentine drives. Serpentine Drives—also known as Besfhings
in Life—are more there to establish what kinds of things a
character does again and again.

Re Feng Shui: | think active dodges were one token, not3,
but I think you expressed the gist elegantly. Of course we
actually had 3 pools of tokens—clear tokens for Shotginitiative),
green tokens for Chi, and red tokens for Health. But since you
manifestly avoided playing characters that used Chi, you mostly
had to worry about Shots (which, again, were for initiative. If the
players playing an abomination and Transformed cop hadn't
graduated and moved out of NYC, we might have seen peple
also keeping track of Bullets (but IIRC the Feng Shui mechanic is
that you either have Enough Bullets or on a failure your gun is
jammed or out of bullets and you have to deal with that
somehow) or whatever Demons and Abominations use.
Sorcerers can also spend Magic to enhance their spellshut
almost never do, because doing so reduceall your Magic die
rolls for the rest of the story, and almost nothing is w orth that.

Re periods of D&D: There are more books in the Library
of Strixhaven than one can find in the entire Renaissance wald.
Of course, that kind of ahistorical library porn is endem ic for
modern fantasy—because "a lot of books" for us is tas of
thousands (or more) books, we massively inflate the sizesof

libraries (or personal libraries) even in medieval setting s where
such a library would be an incredible treasure. It's enough to
want to add low level magical printing press spells to such
fantasy worlds, just to make the "medieval culture and attitudes
with modern sized libraries" vibe make any sort of worl dbuilding
sense!

Re Kerberos Fate: Yes, the first campaign blended actia,
philosophy, and society into a whole. The second one did bo,
but it was a different mix.

An interesting point about the CoC Fast Talk skill
potentially applying when saying true stuff in a fast paced style.
Peter Venkman in Ghostbusters is, | think, a good illustration of
that—Bill Murray has him use a "fast talk" style in most social
interactions even when he's saying true things, to, for instance,
get into a building where there really is a ghost and his team
really has been sent to clear it out. It might very well be that the
thing you're trying to persuade someone of something true—but
as long as the methods involve the tactics Fast Talk fouases on—
raising pressure/stakes, getting someone to make a detsion
before thinking it through, etc, | think Fast Talk is justifia ble.

Re Lord of Mysteries webnovel in English: Well, | found 9
volumes of it in translation on archive.org! https://archive.org/
details/lotm-full-english-novel-translations/Clown%20-
%20L0tM%20Vo0l.%201/page/n21/mode/2up _ Naturally, even
the first volume is 2k pages so it might take a bit of time to read,
though, but it seems to read pretty fast.

Forged in the Dark: FitD, as a "mission-centric" model,
has the issue (to a lesser or greater degree) that a lobf mission
centric games have that there's a very clear flow of themission—
the GM presents a problem, the players take turns (more or less)
describing how they'll help solve the problem, and then the
overall mission is resolved or there's a new problem (or multiple
problems). | don't think this has to rule out emotional ro leplay,
particularly in a structure like FitD where the beats on a mission
are fairly loose and flowing (a number of games I've paytested
had a much narrower mission structure where it seemed harder
to do something that didn't serve the mission, but in FitD ga mes,
there is both play that isn't part of the mission and plent y of
space during a mission for players to roleplay with one
another...which doesn't mean people have the sense to lethings
breathe so that kind of play can happen, of course).

Re "make a sanity roll": The best | can imagine is that the
GM read aloud the text from the adventure, and that the player
pointed out that it didn't say they had to succeed on a sanity roll,
just that they had to make one. But while it's not good game-
writing, the player was also wrong—games are much morelike
law, where you have to assume that every rule is theredr a
reason and not intended to do nothing at all,than they are like
programming languages where you have to assume that a iyen
keyword will have the same meaning in (almost) every
circumstance and that if it doesn't work with another cons truct,
then maybe they're just not intended to work together. If the
game says "make a sanity check to do X", then there hato be
some consequence for making the check, or they wouldn't
specify that. They might say "make a sanity check and loseld20
san if you fail to [do the thing], in which case it's reasonable to
rule that not being able to do the thing isn't a consequence of
failing the check. But if they say "you must make a sanity check
to do the thing" and specify no other consequence, then
obviously, the consequence for failing is that you can'tdo the
thing.

Re Phoenix Dawn Command: | wouldn't say that the
designer "didn't do the math" or "doesn't expect the players to do
the math"—if anything, the deck-based ttrRPG Baker came p
with is intended to be played with; that's the point. But al so, he
put in some superior options and didn't succeed at counter-
balancing them, rather like if wizards in D&D were also the best
at skill checks because the designers hadn't noticed thatvizards



were already a very strong class.

Re Cthulhu and sanity: One of the issues with
appreciating a Lovecraft style story or taking an existential
horror story seriously is that it's impossible to actuall y describe
an experience that would break a character's brain in the way
Lovecraft implies. The whole point of the concept is that
knowing/experiencing something unimaginable will push us one
step further than our limits—so if such knowledge does exst, of
course we're not going to be able to directly imagine it The
closest | can think of is Asimov's Nightfall, where the aliens in
the story had no concept of "Night". Of course, we knowwhat
night is, but since we don't know what it is to not even have the
possibility of the absence of light in your worldview, we can to a
degree empathize with how being confronted by something
beyond their worldview breaks them. But, like Abbott's
Flatlanders, this is an attempt to treat something we have
problems imagining by having the fictional characters be smaller
rather than trying to get the reader to imagine something | arger
—at least directly.

Brian Rogers : Good to know that Draw Steel is a love
letter to D&D 4e! The tactical combat in 4e was a joy, bu it also
tended to bog down, particularly as the PCs got moreoptions;
the right answer (as you describe in your play) is to openthings
up more and let the players play with the boundaries of their
abilities rather than treat them as a menu, but that is, of course,
much harder.

Re Iron Skull: | could take him seriously, until we get to
the part where since he's called Iron Skull he's all abou the
headbutts! (yeah, I'm sure it's part of the original comic but it's
also ridiculous).

Re Smallville: My blocker there was the same as my
blocker for The Shadow of the Century (the early Fate gane): it
had a complicated and deep structure, but it also had apile of
fiddly abilities you had to pore through to build/use a char acter.
If the game has that kind of deep structure, tacking on fiddly
abilities is generally going to make it much less approachéable for
those who like that sort of thing, and while | can like a game that
has a lot of fiddly abilities, that will generally work be tter when
the abilities are the point, not an extra subsystem. Faith Corps
(for Demon Hunters) was a nice example of a fixup here—sirce it
was based on both Cortex+ and Fate Core (Fate 3rd edion), it
uses a lot of Cortex's die pool building, but it doesn't have a list
of complicated abilities; instead, you have 6 approaches,6 skills
representing core directions of activity (or rather, 5 such skills
plus one skill representing use of your weird monster powers, if
you have weird monster powers, which serves to balance wird
monster powers a bit since anyone with them has to allocae
bumps across 6 skills instead of five), Fate Aspects ad Stunts
which, like other Fate Core inspired games, are created bythe
players around some loose constraints and approved ly the GM
for not being completely over the top.

If one wanted a similar take on Smallville, you'd probably
drop the Approaches and Core Skills, replacing them with Values
and Contacts, thus reducing the importance of professional
competence in comparison to What and Who you're fighting for.
Of course, powers and the like would still be in the game, but
they'd be represented by what Aspects you took and whaStunts
you gave your character. You couldn't fly or breathefire without
an appropriate Aspect or Stunt, but how good you wereat it
would tend to depend more on What and Who, since Smalhille
is that kind of game. (or, of course, you could also hae a third
set of dice assigned to...probably not specific powersbut using a
Leverage style division would work well—Communicate, Move,
Fight, Sense, Defense, Alter? Maybe not; that feels likat mostly
maps onto the different Fate actions, and Alter feels vague (but |
want something covering stuff like inventing things, or usin g
your freezing breath to make an area slippery; it mapsa bit onto

Create Advantage or Overcome, but so do CommunicateMove,
and Sense, just in different ways. IIRC the Smallville answer is
that all Distinctions have (or start with) a d8, but of cours e
you're going to use your powers, so giving them dice desn't
really matter.

Re Legion of Superheroes World 10: Yeah, me too; | redly
enjoyed that game and miss it. | also really liked the hacked
version of V&V you used and think it could be something really
special if you distributed it in a way where others could use it.

Re getting your mind out of "firearms are punching
people at a distance:" Gotta watch the right movies. Which
doesn't, of course, mean all Wuxia movies—there are whte
swathes of wuxia where firearms represent modernity and
absolutely do trump traditional martial arts, but also ones where
firearms are, well, punching people at a distance (and dso
American action movies where this is the case).

Re APA lengths: Sadly, 200 pages a month is entirely
imaginable. Insupportable, possibly, but imaginable.

Re RWBY: Yes, given how much Diskette from the Legion
PBEM was inspired by Weiss from RWBY, | could hardly leave it
off!

Roger BW : Nice tools! | appreciate using perl for the
tooling, though | wonder exactly how many packages needto get
installed (from CPAN) on top of the basic tools to get things
working. A quick install shows 5, which....could be a lot worse.
I've never really gotten over how the Moose (or even he smaller
Mouse) structures relied on a giant forest of non-standard
modules, as, as a consequence, did anything that usedhiem.

Re Jitsi not having a die roller: | mean, it's open source.
I'm sure if you really wanted a die roller you could add one (I
don't know whether it's extensible; if it's not I'm not sure why
not).

We did use Jitsi for a while for some games, but at the
time it wasn't really ready for prime time, so | think ev ery
remote game I'm currently in uses Zoom, Al slop and all. Maybe
some day.

Re Single Sin (good name) in Brindlewood Bay: Yes,
exactly! Ideally, an improvised murder mystery would ha ve a lot
of suspects with good motives and opportunities for mur der. As
play went on, players and the GM would eliminate those, making
it clear that only one person could have done it (in the "solving"
scene)...or eliminate all of them and then show that someone
who had previously been eliminated was actually the murderer
after all and their prior confession was a blind.

Re ttrpg direction: Yeah, "you work for an agency" (or
patron or whatever) is a useful way of letting the GM steer
things...and if the GM wants to give the players the reins
eventually they can find a way to introduce a plotline that causes
the PCs to go their own way.

Re me on rule zero games: yeah, absolutely | was warg
hyperbolic at times to make my point clearer—among other
things, illusionism is often associated with rule zero, but they're
not joined at the hip (in effect you do need a "rule zero" attitude
to justify illusionism but you can also run a game with a lot of
"rule zero" and zero illusionism). | have a lot more issues with
illusionist games (partially because | don't think it's nee ded to
run good games) than with games where the GM has primary
authority and doesn't abuse it this way.

I'm being too lazy to read back, but | don't think the
guestion about whether the game artifacts are in-narrative
artifacts is pertinent to the overall question of Rule Z ero vs
Group Consensus vs Rules are Rules. Of course, sonmgames will
have the mechanics more directly map to the narrative, and
some explicitly won't do this and the mechanics are just amodel.
But that's orthogonal to the question of how the rules are
interpreted (and what the actual rules at the table are; you could
run a "litrpg" style campaign with extremely loose rule s; the



characters use the highly mechanical rules, not the players.

Re the player arguing over the rules with the GM: Yeah,
this is very much a question of player and group maturity. | am
Very Good at Rules and often know the rules (particularly for
recent editions of D&D) I'm playing better than the GM, but Il
try to be a good sport and only point out an error if | think it
matters and will be appreciated, because the game matters more
(and anyway, maybe the GM's doing it on purpose).

Patrick Riley :Reignored subplot: | have to wonder
what's going on there. Maybe the player doesn't expecthe GM
to interact with their carefully crafted backstory—they w rite it
because it's expected, but in other games it gets ignord, so they
expect that to happen in every game? That kind of root
assumption without realizing that your game is different mig ht
also explain why the player thought it was ok to entirely ignore
the festival—after all, it's just flavor, the Real Plot will be around
sometime and that's what they should really be waiting for.
Which doesn't excuse any of it, of course.

Re Bardic Inspiration getting reduced down to its bare
mechanical effects: I'll try describing my actions rather than the
mechanics a lot of the time, but then the GM will often ask me to
explain what mechanically happened and it slows everything
down. It's easier at the table, where you can pass soraone a card
or something to represent the mechanics and stick to descibing
the narrative effect.

Re Vrax's players other plans scuttling the chance of awo
session game: | mean, you could have just planned tcidnap
Vrax and had it happen between sessions. :)

Who provided the notes on the quests?

Re rolling bonus dice: One of the things | noted when |
suggested the "mastery" hack in Gumshoe is that while a +1on a
d6 or 2d6 is generally a smaller effect than adding in an extra die
(that you can still only keep the best one of), that the scaling on
adding an extra die slacks off pretty steeply (whereasstacking
+1s eventually moves you straight off the failure curve), and
having more dice rolled decreases the effectiveness oindividual
+1s. Which might be another reason not to like it; the extra dice
both seem too powerful and not enough.

Weirdly, Luck has always been a factor in Call of Cthuhu.
It's just that in prior editions, it only mattered for "I uck rolls"
where the player rolled to see if something good or bad
happened to their character, while in 7e, the same luck can be
saved for the purpose, or can be spent to guaranteesuccess on
individual rolls (but then you have less luck to make a luck roll,
since the spend is permanent). It's also an optional rule, so it
depends a lot on whether the GM wants PCs to be abled
guarantee success on some rolls (like, say, "roll tmmot have the
adventure end in the first session).

Regardless, spent luck is muchmore of a factor in Pulp
Cthulhu. In regular CoC, as said, spent luck is permanently gone.
Characters can make experience rolls to boost their Lud, but
those work like any other experience roll—as your luckgets
higher, you're increasingly unlikely to get to add d10 to your luck
at all. But in Pulp Cthulhu, those experience checks are
supercharged—if you fail the experience check, you still @t 1d10
luck at the end of the session, to a maximum of 99 luck so you're
incentivized to spend luck on important rolls even in a longer
campaign. And if you succeed on the experience check, yo gain
*2d10* luck at the end of the session.

There's another rule regarding luck spending in 7e you
might have missed: If you're playing with Pushing and Luck
Spending, you can't spend Luck on Pushed rolls (or fumbes) and
don't get experience checks if you spend luck. So, wheriailing a
roll, the player has a choice: They can accept failure. @they can
spend luck to turn a failure into a success. Or they @n push the
roll, possibly even earning an experience check if the psh
succeeds, but then they're accepting a consequence oa failure—

and even if the pushed roll fails by 1 point, they can'tspend luck
onitat all.

You also push rolls in combat, so in the really dangeras
situations, some tools aren't available at all.

What's the joke (to you) in Paranoia?

Re my text: Weird. | didn't change font or anything.

Re weapon masteries in 2024 D&D: Weirdly, players who
heavily invest in masteries (by leveling up as fighter or whatnot)
do eventually get the ability to combine multiple master ies on a
roll, so eventually they do get some ability to go "I'm going to
slow and topple with my longbow" or whatnot. | think they
wanted to make the weapon type matter more (which is a
laudable goal) but also wanted these individual powers and while
it kinda works, it also sort of doesn't gel.

Re AD&D "not being a full roleplaying game": What |
mean is that it's hyper-specialized in some of the same wag
(albeit in a more complicated fashion) as games that focuson a
specific plot arc or sports match; it's just that this is p erhaps less
visible because the hyper-specialization of original D&D and
AD&D is combat and dungeoneering. Of course, you couldstill
use it for your regency romance or coffee shop AU if yu wanted,
just like you could bring Good Society characters into the
dungeon (more easily, in fact; Good Society is actually rot a good
example of a hyper-specialized game at all; just one \ith a
different mode of play), but the rules wouldn't give y ou much
guidance for that; if you're not killing dudes and your
performance has much more to do with interaction with NPCs
(so reaction checks? High-charisma characters are OP) and not
dropping the coffee. And the game will probably stop for an hour
when a fight breaks out and you need to decide whetheronly
dragons can be subdued or you can do subdual damagen your
patrons.

| think the line to roleplaying system vs game is related
but not quite the same. GURPS (or Fate, or PbtA) isn't agame in
and of itself, because you have to make far too manydecisions
before people even make up characters; it's once yowe made
those decisions (deciding to play GURPS Fantasy in Yrth or
some set of books that lets you do GURPS special spyps) that
the result becomes a game. It's a system or meta-systm. But
even once you've made those decisions, GURPS is a pretty
generalist system. You might need to let some new rules if your
GURPS Fantasy game morphs into a GURPS Supers game in
your fantasy world (or not), but if the GURPS Fantasy PCs
decide to go spy hunting it will probably work out just fine,
because nothing in the system or mode of play ties them b a
specific narrative, whereas the primary factor for a hyper-
specialized game is that, well, it does and that's intentional.

Re my math being off: Maybe. | did round. | was back of
the enveloping it, and | know there are tables people have built
out somewhere. The chance of failing a 14 or less is 216inus
that of rolling a 15 (3+6+1=10),16 (3+6=9), 17 (3) or 18 (1),s0
89.35%; if | calced 90.7 | was somehow off by 2. 9 orless is, of
course, close to the 10.5 inflection point so yeah, it'spretty likely,
but still basically a 1/3 success chance; better than 39, worse
than 4/9.

Re "whatever the players want to play" vs the game's ore
design: Part of the question is what happens when there's a
temporary genre shift. Obviously, if the players decide to retire
from adventuring and open a coffee shop, D&D (and certainly
AD&D pre dungoneer's survivor guide, with no skills) may be a
bad fit. But one can still loosely group games into ones that can
handle genre drift with the same characters gracefully, and those
that most certainly can not. Or at least put games ona
continuum—something like Mountain Witch or Bluebeard's
Bride, with a preset plot arc and agenda, isn't going to drift far at
all.

The not-evil Lucifer is very much a fixture at this point,
from Brust to Gaiman. Part of the question is what world that



character exists in? Is God their enemy? Heaven which follavs a
Plan but doesn't communicate with the Almighty directly at all
any more? Or perhaps the mortals have entirely misunderstood
Divine/Demonic relationships, and both sides are following a
Plan of sorts.

Re T Kingfisher being Ursula Vernon but for adults: Very
true. Her early works (Black Dogs and Digger) used her real
name, but once she'd made a name as a children's autharit
made sense to use the T. Kingfisher pen name so it waselss
likely that children would accidentally get (or be gifted) her more
challenging works. That said, A Wizard's Guide to Baking is
decidedly YA and written under Kingfisher.

Re investigating and questioning NPCs in large groups:
Yes, exactly. It makes perfect sense that you couldyet useful
input talking to a given NPC without giving away your de al, and
maybe if you come accompanied by two friends with a good
story, but with a party of 67 | think part of the proble m is when
players expect a combat to break out any time, so thg want the
whole group just in case, but interaction makes more sense if
they split up.

Re detect evil/good: the same question comes up with the
Wand of Enemy detection . What determines an enemy? Isit
someone whose goals are inimical to yours? Who specificaly
intends you harm? Who intends a group of people harm if they
go into harm's way and you're totally in the group? There are lots
of situations where the GM is going to have to make that cdl; the
PCs might even use itafter seeing NPCs to test whether they are
an "enemy".

Avram Grumer :LOL at your describing the standard
mode of play for tRPGs as "letting the GM frame sceres while
{hunting} for something flammable" | mean, not wrong.

The Brooklyn gaming group sounds great, even if they
haven't read lluminatus! .

IT" interesting to see the group using Belonging Outside
Belonging (and Dream Askew at that) to do PVP play. Of cairse,
as a GM-less game, BoB requires that players generate
opposition and adversity; if they don't, who will? But Drea m
Askew's focus seems to be on communities in the face of
adversity, which would make it seem like you'd be generaing
adversity with the setting elements and mostly acting more
cooperatively with the main character playbooks, whereashere,
it seemed like the setting elements were used mostly tointerject
twists into the narrative and people just went at it wit h moves off
their playbooks. Which...well, it seems to have worked, for this
session, at least, and the game certainly leaves the pssibility
open that there will be big conflicts among main characters—in
and around a "close knit group of queers" having to deal with,
well, the psychic maelstrom, gangs, scarcity, ruined landscapes,
and turbulent skies. (Is the fierce queer community also
intended to generate adversity? Well, maybe! I've played Grand
Guginol and Yazeba's B&B (which doesn't have setting elemants
but does have adversarial NPCs that can take the placef them),
which are also BoB, but | haven't played Dream Askew yet

That Monster Hearts setup was fun to read. | was waiting
the entire time to find out who the mortal picked as a lov e
interest, so | was tickled...but not entirely surprised when they
picked popular Stephan! Which, of course, lead to your building
Stephan as more Hot than Volatile, which totally makes sense
given the choices people were making, but is atypical; Ive played
a lot of Monster Hearts games (I mean, | think the only
playbooks in MH1 | haven't played are, um, the Hollow, the
Angel (which didn't make it to 2), the Fae, and the Infernal; |
also haven't played the Cerberus or the Discipline but those are
MH2-only), and | don't remember seeing a Hot-focused
Werewolf even though it's an option.

Re Scum & Villainy: Wait, so Harmony should be a
troublemaker just like Vary/Verity lies (or at least disgu ises

herself as someone else, depending) as a primary tactic®k, yes,
that totally makes sense.

Re the escape; There was an actual fight with Von, | think,
below, and, yes, Vary, having blown her disguise, left herarm
behind (not a wound; just cosmetic/inconvenient...well, a nd it
presumably means they get a sample which couldn't possbly be
bad) and dove for the air ducts (or the like).

The reveal about House Malakuth wanting to develop
shape-changing clones tied in nicely to the next session's eveals,
but I think we did find out in this session that the reason t hey
were trying to take in Magpies was that they thought they could
be used to do something to unlock Way artifacts (which explains
a bit about why the ambassador had no arms or legs when
rescued).

And yeah, | totally didn't catch the Black Friday refere nce;
it's not a song | know well, though I've listened to it now. Good
song!

Soulslike, yes, is a video game sub-genre—for challenging
games with rpg advancement but arcade/action mechanics,
challenging bosses, and where dying is both frequent andhas a
cost (unlike roguelike games, doesn't end your current run). I'm
not sure how you use it as part of a ttRPG chassis, exapt
possibly with the boss design.

Re portrait in E&A: If you wanted to stretch the point,
submitting your zine in 8.5" x 5.5 half-pages that were of course
stacked onto 8.5/11 pages divided in half could give yu a
portrait feel (albiet with a less extreme portrait ratio t han actual
portrait, with a ratio of .64 rather than .77) without break ing the
actual boundaries of the digital APA.

From what you've said, | wouldn't be surprised if Fiasco
was in the Park Slope group's wheelhouse!

Re Gareth's Blades in the Dark game and how Heat and
Wanted worked: The PCs did en up committing some crimes—
sometimes you do have to steal some books if you wanpeople to
help in your detective work! But honestly, it never got that far;
we lost too many players after the second job. But b my
memory, it was largely based on what the PCs actuallydid
during the session; they didn't commit crimes during the firs t
session, and no heat built up in that session; in the secord one,
they did commit some crimes, so they probably should have
gotten some heat (and they also got some cash in that seson
whereas in the first session they just got neighborhood cred,
which was useful for the territory system but not for inc reasing
their level).

Honestly, you could either have Heat and Wanted in
Cthulhu Blades representing attention from the enemies—but
you could also have it represent attention from the authorities.
Atfter all, the authorities don't know or care that you s topped the
waking of Great Cthulhu, but they do care, very much, if you set
a dock on fire in so doing. Night's Black Agents uses heathe
same way; the PCs enemies are vampires and those who wérfor
them, and they'll also run afoul of spies from their old lives—but
Heat is used to track how much the mundane authorities are
noticing your nonsense and when an area has gotten tochot for
your shadow war to remain under the radar.

Re Cortex+ and Dogs in the Vineyard: I'm not convinced
that they're directly related; certainly, what they do wit h the dice
is very different, but they do both have something interesting
happen when a die rolls a 1 and are both designed to leyou use
most of the dice lingering in your dice bag.

Re Scum and Villainy: Thanks for pointing out you could
have two vices! That's useful for my roleplaying, and sanehow
I'd gotten the impression you could only have 1 without a move
that granted an extra.

Paul Holman :1should really try out Brass Birmingham. |
did try the original Brass, and didn't have any real opinio ns of it,
except that | shouldn't have let anyone leave the tablewith a



drink precariously put on the side (it was someone else'scopy of
the game, and having noted out loud that the drink was abad
idea, | was the one who knocked it over on the way back).

Re wizards achieving MAD: See my comments elsezine on
an early D&D game where two Magic Users had spent in-game
years (via time travel) to establish a similar detente.

Re background colors: | do wonder if it's worth compilin g
both a "for print" and a "for electronic reading" copy of each
issue. This would allow contributors to, if they chose, submit
variants of their zines, so if they were doing something that
worked better in print copies (like landscape view) or electronic
viewing (like background colors), they could do so without
burdening the other style of consumption. Of course, the current
assumption is that everyone reads it on a computer or reader,
but that might not be true indefinitely.

Mark A. Wilson : I'm afraid we'll not see eye to eye on
live action Comics stuff. Logan is fine as the Mutants live action
adaptions get, but The Batman was laughably bad, far worse
than Keaton, Bale (even the really, really bad Bane firale) or for
that matter the Gotham tv show. | wanted to like it, but | did not.
| don't remember exactly what | didn't like, but...I | iveskeeted it
here: https://bsky.app/profile/mnemex.bsky.social/
post/3kofrrku3jg2z

Quick summary: it was a mess? Information got passed
around the plot telepathically, Batman's into was kinda snooze
(but at least it wasn't another origin story), the plot is
functionally circular and comes down to the entire plot being
Bruce Wayne's fault without ever addressing it, and it
approaches some big themes and then drops them on the flor.
It's like they did the Iron Man trilogy but never thought about
the implications of Tony's feckless vibe at the beginning. And the
movie is just too long; it has a solid conclusion at around the 2
hour mark, and then they decide to do a disaster movie thing for
the last hour rather than addressing anything that happened
earlier.

And, the movie has a lot of bang zoom whoos (why is this
happening? Who knows? Apparently, who cares?)

On the other hand, | like a lot of the MCU movies and TV
shows. Sure, yes, there's a lot of fatigue, and they lea far too
much on the idea that everyone's going to watchall the movies
and TV shows (they won't). But there's a lot of good stuff there,
and even the weak stuff is usually not that weak. (wel, Eternals.
Which they want everyone to forget about and which does hawe
some nice bits).

Re D&D5 barbarian monk: yeah, starting at level 8 and
with some chosen magic items clears up a lot; you can jst start
with a dex-focused build and an item (gauntlets of ogre power)
that makes the whole thing pull together nicely! Still, I'm s ure
the GM is looking forward to the one fight where your character
gets Charmed or Dominated and he can deploy him on the
group.

Re Brindlewood Bay: I'm afraid that Brindlewood is the
same mechanical space as World of Dungeons (where neayl
every action rolls Defy Danger), in that the moves aren't what
happens; they're just a mechanical frame for whatever happens.
If you are addressing the mystery, sure, that's Meddling and can
generate clues and/or complications. But since you canroll
Meddling with any stat, it's not like that constrains you— if you
break into a house, that's Meddling with Vitality. If you fo llow
someone into a graveyard, that's Meddling with Composure. If
you read through the paper to find clues, that's Meddling with
Reason, if you talk to someone it's Meddling with Presence, and
if you're trying to find clues involving the supernatural , that's
Meddling with sensitivity. But what turns it into "almost
everything is a Meddling Move" is that your goal is to fin d clues,
so of course you roll (with whatever stat) the "find clues" move;
otherwise you'd have no chance of finding clues! If, instead, your

goal is to accomplish something in the narrative despite risk,
that's a Day or Night move; if you're experimenting with the
occult that's the Occult move, and if you're proposing an answer
to the mystery, that's the Theorize move, but..that's it. If it
doesn't involve risk, the occult, or the mystery (or someone's
cozy activity, but that doesn't involve a roll), it's no t a move at
all; you can do it, but the result doesn't nudge any of the core
mechanics so it just happens. Unless, of course, the GMooks at
it and thinks it's worth making a custom move for. But
ultimately, Brindlewood is a cozy occult mystery game, so the
mechanics follow that. Functionally, the characters could totally
have a dozen different skills they use—but if the resultyou want
is to move the mystery along, then of course the move isMeddle
regardless of which stat and activity you're using (but the stat is
going to very much determine whether the roll is likely to
succeed or not), just like in D&D all attacks will be resolved with
an attack roll, not your Sword or your Axe skill. Simil arly, the
result of a Meddle roll might be very different narrat ively
depending on what is rolled and what the action is, but if the
goal is getting a clue, then obviously the main question is"do
you, in fact, get a clue? Do you get an extra clue? Des something
go wrong?" Whic is what Meddle is intended to resolve. Of
course, if the situation is already dangerous (physically or just to
your social standing or dignity) and a clue isn't on offer, maybe a
Day move is more appropriate.

Matt Stevens : Your risk system is pretty cool—it would
also help with combats between characters with very low ills,
and lets players get a nice bump if they're doing somehing really
easy. The current CoC7 system does avoid the issue sutantially
at high ends, but not the "and nobody can hit" one, by having 4
gradations of success. That said, to do more or lesshe same
thing without having to swap dice all the time, you could ju st
have different difficulties be multipliers around PC abilitie s—
Simple is a x5 multiplier, basic is a x2 (means it's a d50 hut that's
better, actually; d40 was always clearly a hack arownd there not
being d5), standard is a straight roll, expert is a .5, master a .25,
and GM a .1. Of course, if abilities really did get wellinto the
400s, a d1000 would have more nuance, but one can bun that
bridge later.

Dylan Capel . Interesting, another person who uses Google
Docs to create your zine! (I mean, Lisa uses Word, sotie Google
Docs users ar hardly alone in creating their zines with word
processors). | mostly don't because, having gotten intothe habit
of using a plain text format I'm loath to change this...w ell, and
the old Atari ST Calibre has gotten me into the mindset that
there are better tools for DTP than a word processor.

I switched this month from writing my zines in vim to
writing them in Emacs (which I'm better at, but I've writte n
them in vim long enough that | forgot | had Emacs installe d and
occasionally enter the wrong keyboard command), so | had to go
through Some Steps to add real-time spell checking in Emacsthe
way | have it set up in vim.

Erica L Frank :I've been hearing about Wanderhome for
years but never got any details so thanks for that! It does sound
like a lot of fun with the right group.

Lisa and | are both Untamed fans; the D&D builds was a
bit slow, but | did like that he found ways to give Lan Waniji
Silence and a low charisma, and Wei Wuxian a way to do fun
paper doll tricks.

Patrick Zoch :if I were running the OSRIC game (which,
fortunately, | am not, as | would likely hate it) my fir st try to fix
the issue would be a combination of grabbing fixes from AD&D
(whether or not they're in OSRIC...which they might be, | don't
know?) and environmental changes to mitigate the issue.

To start with the AD&D fixes, AD&D doesn't allow the



kind of loop the PC group is using for two reasons:

First, if one or more PC gains enough XP to reach the nex
level, that's it. If the XP pool is big enough to go even further,
they will get the extra XP (which might give them multiple le vels
at a time), but that's it; any further adventures they go on, or
other sources of XP they gain will be wasted, as they a& locked
at their current XP until they finish training for the levels they've
already earned. That alone would fix a lot of the issues (even
without also stealing the BECMI rule I've been told about and
which at least one high school DM implemented that the
maximum amount of XP you can hold is enough to reach two
levels up, minus 1, so even if you have capped out oiXP, you're
never going to be able to go up two levels without adenturing in
between, as after training, you'll be one XP short ofthe next
level.

The other rule, straight out of the AD&D PH, is that not
all gold PCs gain is equal. If you get gold and othemonetary
treasure in an adventure, it turns into XP right away, y es (subject
to XP caps, as above). But magic items? Their primary valie is
that you can use them as, well, magic items—you do gea
modicum of XP from getting magic items, but you don't g et XP
equal to their gold cost value, and you ALSO don't getany XP if
you sell them and use them later.

So what about magic items that you don't want? Yes, you
can immediately (as soon as you return from the adventure) sell
them and get full XP value from the gold so gained, just like you
can sell any art or other non-monetary treasure to lock in the
gold->xp value of those treasures. But here's the thing: That sale
has to be immediate, and if you're capped out on XP atthat
point, you can't gain any XP from that gold; waiting and selling
you later doesn't help as at that point the gold doesnt earn you
any XP at all.

So, with these fixes (circa Gygax in 1977), PCs who
returned from an adventure with enough XP to level but not
enough gold could sell magic items to pay for the training costs,
but wouldn't earn any extra XP from the sale; once they notice
they've earned enough XP to level, that's it; they can'tearn any
more. Or, they could go out adventuring to get the gold needed
to level, but there, too, they won't end up earning extra XP,
because they're capped until they finish their training.

As for the environmental change, if the GM is frustrated
because PCs who have earned a level and don't have theash to
train it would rather find hook or crook to get the cash r ather
than going out adventuring without the level they technicall y
have the knowledge to gain, then decide why the NPC traines in
town are generally willing to take payment in lieu (or d ebt)
rather than requiring payment up front. After all, if the y pay
their debts, adventurers are an excellent. investment. The most
obvious payment in lieu is a favor—they can ask that in exhange
for payment (that adventurers can't afford), that they in stead go
on an adventure of their choosing; doing stuff like this al lows a
game to stay sandboxy but feel more alive; the NPCswvill ask for
adventures or other favors that displays their goals and interests,
and if NPCs are at odds, the PC may find themselves in
interesting competitions (without truly being at odds) in or der to
propitiate their respective patrons, without the GM having t o
plan anything.

One potential pitfall here is NPCs letting PCs go into debt
to fulfill their training: It is tempting, but mathematicall v, it's
similar to letting PCs earn XP on adventures to get gold to train
while they're capped on XP—it puts PCs into a similar loopto the
item sale crack you've found. As such, I'd argue thatgold
earmarked to pay down a debt does NOT count as treaure; it is
never truly the PCs gold so while it clears a debt (andmakes it
more likely the NPC will be willing to train the PC in the f uture)
it is never worth XP because it's never the PC's gold (ad thus
will functionally act as an "advance" on the earned level, kindly
allowing the PC to adventure with the earned level to get the

gold needed to pay for training rather than than forcing the PC
to adventure without the earned level in order to amass the
training costs. Of course, monsters are still worth ful | XP, but
avoiding the loop-back helps keep things under control almost as
much as AD&D 1 did.

And, in case it isn't clear, the reason | don't thank that
"training for favors" has the same issue that "training fo r debt"

(if the gold needed to repay the debt can earn XP) is thatthe
math on the former is completely different—the PCs arent in the
hole for their training; just doing an adventure or two o fthe
NPC's choice instead of their own, so any gold they earrcan help
pay for their training, just like as if they were free and clear after
a few adventures that earned gold but no XP for them.lIt's a
faster option, but the math, | think, works out.

Chocolate covered ginger is generally candied ginger,
which gives ginger a very different flavor than raw ginger and
combined well with (usually dark) chocolate. It's not a n ovelty
like bacon chocolate, but a candy store classic.

Michael Cule

your writeups.

Hmm. So, as we all know (or at least | know; I've played
Heroquest with a Lunar party!), the Empire tolerates Chaos. But,
in this case, the Chaos is potentially a problem. So, what
determines whether Chaos in the empire is a problem or not? Is
it whether it's causing problems or not?

| admit, | was somewhat concerned when the PCs went up
against a Warrior Woman who was "Rune Level". Then |
remembered that that just means you can operate RuneMagic,
not that she out-scaled the PCs, and it seemed more likea
winnable fight.

Re GURPS: While I've looked at GURPS 4e, | admit that
what | think of when | talk about GURPS trends towards 3 e,
since I'd ceased playing GURPS before 4e came out. Soknow
about higher point total PCs as "average" and wildcard ills, but
not so much directly.

Re more "modern" designs being more a straitjackets
than a vehicle to do wonderful new things: That's a telling and
interesting observation. | think a lot of why people mak e new
games these days is wanting a specific idea/storyline/concept
—"l want magical girl teams with FitD" becomes Girl By
Moonlight, "Feng Shui but with playbooks to give yo a quicker
start" becomes Feng Shui 2, etc. But since there's a ca concept
to differentiate it from other games, it can be harder to add sense
of wonder, and focus on possibilities that the designer hasn't
imagined to the mix. Which isn't to say that other games did
focus on sense of wonder—arguably, the issue is that may
newer games are better at communicating their core conept, so
there's less vagueness at the edges, so if you want gsibility,
white space for players to write their own story and ideas, etc,
you need to deliberately leave space for it. My expeience is also
that more recent games have less time devoted to playgsting—
back in the day, people were somewhat less scientific abot
playtesting but boy did they do a hell of a lot of it, but these days
people doing game design are often doing it as a hobbyhat pays
a bit, so playtesting tends to feel a bit minimal (except, of course,
for big companies that can devote a budget to playtesing, of
course).

Jim Eckman : Yeah, Norton's mix of SF and Fantasy are
part of the appeal (and yes, like Vance as well). The bighing
tended to be Forerunner tech—it's always mysterious ard only
sometimes inimical, giving her worlds a big sense of humor.
Even the Witch World, which is pretty pure fantasy, has relics of
ancient magical civilizations for characters be empowered by,
explore, or be imperiled by. (or all three). The much more
modern (and ongoing) Liaden books by Steven Miller and
Sharon Lee (and now continued by just Lee as Miller pas®d)
have their own types of forerunner tech, but there, the oldest

: | don't say it every time, but | always adore



tech tends to be a pure peril, as (as shown in the CrysthDragon
books which are set in the prehistory), they often are works of
the Great Enemy. And while | like Liaden quite a bit, | fin d that
having had the pre-history explored can damage the wonder—if
we get a full explanation, there are still plenty of white spaces for
the authors to fill, but we still know the broad outlines in a way
we don't if it remains mostly a mystery.

Brian Misiaszek : Re fiddle and violin: Yup. People will
tend to use "fiddle" more often in trad situations and "violin"
more in classical or formal music, but in truth they're t he same
instrument, just with different styles (not just of music —baroque
music came out of a longstanding culture of improvisatio n over a
basso line, but most classical performance has only thenotes on
the page get played, although of course the performer nakes
plenty of choices of emphasis and exactly how to producethe
notes if not specified. But with trad music (fiddle in this ca se),
the tune tends to be more of a guideline (subject to the specific
tradition involved); the performer picks which ornamentation to
use, including but not limited to double stops (playing a nother
note on a different string in chord with the main note), rol Is
(trills), slides (starting slightly off the note on purpose and
sliding the note into place as a transition), cuts (taken, as far as |
can tell, from wind instruments where you can't easily stop a
note entirely without transitioning between notes [particul arly
bagpipes], using a brief other note as an ornament eitherto
provide rhythm to a long note or as an ornament when
transitioning. And also, for at least some styles of fiddle, often
the bowing is a rhythmic structure—you'll have a bowing pattern
that acts as a baseline for the music and tends to stayconstant
throughout the tune, with the ornaments you chose partially to
act as a bridge between the bowing pattern and the tune(my
impression is that this is certainly true in Bluegrass fiddle ).
Whereas in classical, you're going to pick the bowing thatbest
lets you play the music, which might very well include some
periods of even bowing (it's not like classical and trad players
won't learn or steal from one another), but it's not a regular
thing. | don't remember if I've written about it recentl y but | play
fiddle (studied violin as a kid for years) and harp (took cl asses
and lessons as an adult).

Harp, too, has some interesting divisions between
traditional and classical styles. Aside from the concert pedal
harp in fact being a distinct instrument, with 7 pedals each of
which controls 1/7th of the strings on the instrument (vs a
traditional instrument with no sharping mechanism, or a leve |
harp with one lever on some or all strings to let you bring them
from tuned flat to natural or tuned natural to sharp ), trad
players are more likely to refer to themselves as "hapers” while
classically trained players are more likely to use "harpist".

Jim Vassilakos/Plankwell Collective : There
seems to be a lot of tension between the GMs throwing bomantic
prospects Plankwell's way, and the player insisting onbeing
professional and fending off almost any of them (whatever a
certain protocol officer might think).

As much as one might criticize the model,it is reasonable
to put "simulationists" in a different box than "gamists" who
want roleplaying games to play more like a tactical war game.
Obviously, both tend to like more complicated rules, at least in
their most archetypical form. But the kinds of rules they like
tend to vary substantially—gamists tend to like having lots of
ways to minimax their character, to make their character's
performance match their own performance, etc. On the other
hand, simulationists are all about the game feeling "realistic"—
whatever that means to them, with worlds that extend well
beyond the PCs, rules that can generate all plausiblepossibilities
even if those possibilities don't make for good gaming, and that
generate a "living world" which makes sense in all its particulars
(D&D 3e, where all NPCs were generated in much the same

fashion as PCs were, was something of a simulationist's deam,
even as it wasn't all that great from a gamist perspedive). |
remember back in the Forge days, people wrote about a "El
Dorado" of a system that was perfectly gamist and alsoperfectly
simulationist, and | don't think it's as impossible as all that, but
the two ideas do have a fair bit of tension; what you seemto be
talking about is how people who describe themselves as
simulationists may actually be more gamist than they pretend.
But as much as we make fun of it them in some quarters,
Rolemaster, Chivalry and Sorcery, and Phoenix Command ae
very simulationist (Rolemaster with critical hit and fumble

tables that can generate almost any conceivable reslt, C&S with
detailed medieval rules, Phoenix Command with extremely
detailed firearms rules down to determining the exact path a
bullet takes through a body to (usually) Kill it).

But | wouldn't describe any of them as gamist. Peopleinto
treating a RPG more like a game don't gravitate to thes "high-
realism" games—they gravitate to games like World of Dakness,
D&D, Shadowrun, GURPS, Hero System, or almost any OSR
game—popular games with abusable mechanics—popular
because unless players can invest in beingood at a game and
expect that more than ten people will care, it's not going to
attract the gamist crowd.

But back to simulaionism, it's about feel more than being
realistic to the point of unplayability (which is why Phoenix
Command isn't a very popular game). The Forge descriptins
weren't very useful because simulaionism wasn't actualy
popular on the Forge, but | think it's reasonable to talk about
both reality simulationism and genre simulationism (which has
some goals in common with narrativism, but not fully—the rules
tend to push for outcomes that match the simulated genre, but
don't tend to push story and choice the way a nar storygame
does (Feng Shui is genre simulationism; Monster Hearts is anar
storygame).

Re dungeon HOA: | mean, the idea was that the players
were playing the HOA! We need to come up with a plan todeal
with these adventurers that are destroying the local property
values (and also the actual property). The magic store dittle
ways into the dungeon has been getting a lot of businesdut also
lots of visitors, should we raise their rent? Barry the Beholder is
just a really rude neighbor and there are many complaints, but
do we have to do anything (particularly since Barry is a member
of the HOA). And the Red Dragon [also a member of the HOA] is
beloved, but...he has a massive hoarding problem. We ned to
figure out how to stage an intervention, but we don't want it
getting out of hand. (Kory the Kobold has this plan involvin g the
adventurers, but others really aren't sure about it).

Some years after we worked on it (but wrote a different
larp, an all cats game called The Night That Queen Prin@ss
Fluffykins Passed), some other group, apparently unrelatedly,
wrote a larp to this concept at a different game building
weekend: https://larp.v.egetabl.es/larp/1382/?run=3432 _

Re Lady Alise being titled: Yeah that became clear when it
came out that she owned a planet. The "Lady Alise" titling
confused me at first since in some systems that's usedor
someone who is noble but doesn't have a "real" title.

Re psionics and your Traveler universe: Yeah, it seems
like you're taking the approach that psionics is powerful and
common enough in YTU that all of human poalitics is significan tly
influenced by it; either because the powers that be are sychic or
because they're the pawns of interested psychics.

Re "the PCs get a job™: I'm fine with it too in some
circumstances; it's an easy, no-hook way of getting PCsnvolved
in an adventure. What gets me is when published scenarios
assume that, in a non-military setting, that PCs will still be paid
investigators or mercenaries even late into their career. Sure,
provide "you get hired" as one in-ramp, but also add some other
suggestions for groups that tend to follow the interests of their



members more often than they take on jobs—if you lookat, say,
the cozy mystery genre, sure, Poirot or Holmes get mat of their
cases from clients. But someone like Jessica FletcherPeter
Whimsy, or Ms Marple tend to get their cases by being aound
when they start, or by being acquainted (or related to) the
principles, not because of a job—and even some Holmesnd
more Poirot cases proceed that way too. This isn't realyy about
direction—if a GM introduces a case by "you've been invied to a
party", or "your cousin Andy who helped you out in the | ast
adventure sends a letter asking you to visit; it seemshe's run into
some trouble", that's no less an invitation to an adventure than
"meet the clients; this is what they want and who it needs to be
taken from—an why you sympathize enough with them to take
the job," but it doesn't assume a very specific party agenda—and,
of course, once the events start happening, there's namther NPC
that has a prevailing opinion on how to respond; that is up to the
PCs.

This also leads into your ideas about scripts vs sandbox—
where I'm off in the corner going "timeline, please". Scrip ted
games tend to bevery scripted—starting with Dragonlance,
you'll have a sequence of scenes the PCs are supposéd
experience, with mechanisms that shepherd them between the
scenes and make sure they stay on the railroad, but usally some
freedom in what, exactly, the PCs do during the scene. Wiereas
a sandbox is generally going to be either a dungeon-styé
sandbox (where the GM has built a bunch of NPCs and a loation
and the PCs can go wherever they want...and yeah, if thegtray
off the map the GM needs to expand the map), or a Lee @Id
style sandbox where the GM presents a bunch of charactes and
events and thene expands on whicever ones the PCs decid®
follow (and may also have some default actions for thestuff the
PCs decide not to do so the game feels more alive), hilding
along with the PCs expansion but not having specific directions
in mind.

But there's also the largely unscripted prepared adverture
—something like Masks of Nyarlathotep, where there's a sirgle
scripted scene (the one at the beginning of the multi-location
adventure) and a bit of scripting in most locations to ma ke sure
the PCs have a default way to meet the important NPCsput
what the PCs do in a given location isn't scripted at all, of course
there are better and worse choices, but ultimately the RCs plans
are their own, as is their possible doom.

And then there's an unscripted and often largely
unprepared game like Masks or Monster Hearts (or our own
Dangerous Refuge, and Good Society in general), where the

group improvises some NPCs and figures out some basicef how
the game world looks (or maybe borrows some bits from the
designers of the game or some other source) and then,
depending on how things were built, the GM (if any) and players
basically just do stuff, relying on the system and other players to
have it feel like a plot-like object by the end of it, but with
nobody necessarily having a plan until 2/3 of the way thr ough,
and that largely because the play that's already happemd has its
own weight and logically, it's going to lead in one of several
directions. This kind of game is what | was referring to earlier as
your typical narrativism storygame, and it's most cert ainly not
scripted at all, while if it's a sandbox, no single person is curating
the toys in it at all. If you consider this kind of game " unscripted,
role-players", then there are rather a lot of people crowded into
this box, even if not nearly as many as the D&D and OSR peple
crowded into the SW box by virtue of D&D having its own
gravity (and being the majority of new roleplayers' entr y to the
hobby).

Timothy : Re Tian Deng: Lisa's also responding to this, but
since | also did the research, the issue isn't that it's notout any
more but that it's not out -yet-. Everyone writing about it was a
playtester, but they changed direction a few times during
playtests (they were originally following the traveler st art of
"you're all in debt on your first ship, go" with a more n ar,
collaborative system, but decided that the debt train wasn't thaty
interesting and that plenty of other games have done young
space-faring protagonists, so instead they're pivoting to
protagonists on the cusp of retirement, doing a few final jobs to
pad their next egg.

Yup, Foundation, like a number of other novels at the
time, was a fix-up. Book publishing was really different d uring
the days where magazines were the primary way people gotheir
science fiction!

Re the Remarkable/Paper 7: The issue | have with the
current CRLCD (reflective color LCD) models is that they're so
damned dark. | love the idea of a color device that doesn't shoot
light at my eyes, takes less battery life, can be seerasily even in
very bright light, and unlike an e-paper device, updates instantly
(and thus can be used to play games and such) rather thamuite
slowly. But with these screens being, at best, light beige you
need quite a lot of light to be able to use them comfortably. Once
the tech matures a bit and they can have their backgroundcolor
be much closer to white, they're going to be incredibly
impressive.
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