| Sy 3 P
,;f " . 2ol
f R ﬂm{f
. ITRIRR
e i

e s

=) =
(T @’%

{ = — AN M_.. =

\3;;- e Wi, s
—= = = = E — | P -

3 :g‘_“ ,
AR

= -




e @Joce

%&&H  # & # & # & & '

( ) T #+ '
# "H# '
! ) * ’ # # !
# # #' |, # # #
# &# : ' ' ' # -
1 # [1]
"'/ 0 tox % # tox 1 2 3
%&& #&& , # $ %&& #  &425* 65) : #
# #0 * %&&
7 %
) # # # # *
#, | * # 0 * # *
" H R % , # #, ' | #
0, 6 '89:);:: "2) +
< 2) "H # "< # '
# # # * ) ' # # =
*0 *, ) .' *
+ *0 # o7 ; #
> + : , )#
+ ' : # * 0,
# * # ' # + #
?+ @
$ . ( ) '*0%
ABC? =; % "2 % > * D
AlC2 # = %( & & # # #
A;C = WE7$ %> 0 * ' '
: | # . * # * ) D
A=C2 = %7 , , F E""&E 3 , #F
A5CG = %> H ' # & # #'# # / ,

i) k) *#l' ) I*D



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/deed.en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alarums_and_Excursions
mailto:apa@everanon.org
https://everanon.org/
https://discord.gg/KM3EwADZ3x
https://groups.google.com/g/everanon

n " #3$"%$ # &
$ n " | L # & " " %
) # :
+
% : /
0$ # #1# 23 4 " 5
% % 4" 6) "7 (8
4 9% 2- 1 % *-
$0 ' %2 4 +3
9 25 ; 9 -*
-5
5*
# 9 2< 4 % 35
1 = '23 0 9# 8(
# 4 % 2%/ 0 4 (>(
? % % @)< ((3
" # %
% && # ' ( '& (<
A # % 2<) %9 (*+
#') * + - (++
/0 1+, 2) ->
. 34 56 # (/+
#+7 ' 80 *7 1 (55
B # C= 25 $BS$ (3>
1= % % )$ (<-
0+, 9 (</
1+ <" (8(
)% & 6 % [ 1= (8-
)% "& 9/ 1= (85
1 < #> 4+ *>>
6?7 = @! : A @! @ 1 *>3
9%
# # '9% ? 7?7 9# B$ !

% #1 # % % "


https://www.instagram.com/dungeonjanitor
https://www.canva.com/
https://www.rogue-games.net/
https://bsky.app/profile/dungeonjanitor.bsky.social

#
$
%&
!
nomoe " "
# ) 4
*
+ ) 1 ! # = # f
, /011 I
/231 ! 4 %&
* | non 5
3
oo # &
| 6 *
"% ( * | , "
# * #
n # * ] | * *
( * | | * ’
* * I | & ,
11 , I * "
4 %& #7 ,' 89 #
! n
#H $ % $ | |
4 %& # " #1 1 # 1
P 4%
& "# &
/ ! A " <l <
5 Py 1 " < <%&
3 I 88 8 8& 8!
= | - Y

| 1>7? ,@A0B505&79*)C-D"! :>3C A3B(. "!0">2-@QE 9@F CB!+?



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amateur_press_association
https://www.facebook.com/Reinhagen/posts/pfbid0nXr6bkZU8V28t2xMHvq5CKgpTGfLX35yU3VBAjuwTgQps8gX9CZDcbHZFc5VpYn6l
https://www.facebook.com/Reinhagen/posts/pfbid0nXr6bkZU8V28t2xMHvq5CKgpTGfLX35yU3VBAjuwTgQps8gX9CZDcbHZFc5VpYn6l
https://attronarch.com/goodbye-to-alarums-and-excursions-apa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alarums_and_Excursions

% &
(

# "# ) * +
#'-, # "-% H1S,, # 7T $
#o#,# 0$ # *% ,*%
Moo 10 *$9, *'$ 9
A2, . $-,% ' -
3, % T#- %9 ,7
43, %' 7,7
5, 7891 :,7 0
oy 79,7
6 %,6 % 7)91:,7
616,6 ' ' ! 117%/ 7<1:,7 =
6282, 6 117%/,1 ' I 616
81 ,8 271, 2 02
8879,8 8 )>)
8:& ,8 ? L #



$
" # $ $
% & % () # $$ 2 %
, $ % # $
# | # - $ # / %
> %
0 #
I, / % .1 %* $ ;
#
%
%
%
$
# @
: % 2 & % + & + (3 42 A
5 & + ( 0 4
6 (., 7 8 .1 %
6 % 9 : (; 7 2 = =
( # $ $ =
Ao "
Ao
. # $ (
% , % 2 $ < 2 I = 4
% $ 2 " % $
$ % % %
H#
% # # % %
% =
! #
= % % $ %
% $ # $ %
# % $ $ $
# $
| # = %
% %
$ $ % !
— 0, 0,
l/o Yo §($ 70/,0 5
: $ >

# %

% %

S#

%
%



%

%u

HH#

%

%

% 9

cs$s 2 " C
$ # %
D
S
$ $ 5# $
$
- % (
1 $
0 # $ :
$! $
3 $ < #
, % ;
%
A $ 17 $
# % $
# 4 E3 % " 2
. 3 2 % GF
!
=% H % |
_ "
0/3# I % $
%
% ! <
# o % #
, @ 4 # %
7 # # E @ F
# % $
| % =
A $ $ 3 <
$ I
= = # $
, A ?
$ % 3 $
%
) # # A (6
#o= #i# %  #
" #
= !
= o C #
C $ =
6 % 9 $ A
| A 6 % 9
# !
s 2 #
= " 0

%

%



5 $ % %
$ = 0 A = %
$ A & = ! "
= + % # , C $
% = % % " % % %
# $ # # % 5
% 8 # % i F $
# =
= % .= % | $ 1 =
% # !
75 % "
0 $ 2
$ = # | *
0 $
, % $ .
% $ $ 2 S $
# =
C , # % ! =
” $
C 2 % 3 $
# % $ # E # F
<
3 # = ! $ $ % $
% 1$ % % .
i $ I $ # /0
# $ $ ( $
% # (
@ $ | : $ #
# $ $
! # % € 9 3 . $
$ # # % > /o
$ $ A %
# G 3 % 1 % o =
1 $% % G ! # ) $
, A = % $ ! A Lo #
> $ $ 4 P %
0,
AN s % . s
$ = #
% #
0
R 6 #
, ( $ # % o
2 = # H
I = 7 $ % S
# I
% $
= , #

A %

@ =
A 2
#
% #
$
$ =
% $
% $
$
% C
$ % $
$ $
#
| = 5.
$
%
%
$ C
%ll
! 5
#
< <
$ # (
= (
6
# %
$
> % 3 %
#



$ 6

©“ a1

%

%
%

%

<

9

%

%

%

% F

%

I # %
6 &
$ %
. I+
$
% $ % # #
1 $#=
> %
9 =
= @
2 $
$
$ $
|I$ $
# $ $
> $
$
‘$|# $
% = $##
( $ (
# # #
$ %
# # =
$ 1
v °
’ %
#
# 2 H
# 3 $
$ A
%y ¢ % %
%
# C v = g
K
$ C
%$&2 "
+ % -
£ % 3
$ ! "

#

%

%
%

# #

#H#



%

%

%

%
&!
LB

%

%

n

%

# %

%

%

%

%

$ $
# 3 $
# 1oy
= 1 $ ,:
# A
!= $
= |
#
% + #
% $ !
# . #=
% $ %
$
$
# # # 'H
#
%
# I A %
%
$
, # $ (
# ## 4 $
$ $
# #
% ! |
= # %
?
O 2%’
6
= # — $#
>
! # # #
!
# !
% $9
1
$ # 5
= , $ %
> %

%

%

#

%



! ( $ # O# # ! @ !
% y
% # % ' !
$ 4 10 ! % 6 % 9
% $3$ % " G
| = = # #
| % % % $ 3 %
# % ! $ $ % !
# % [
# — # % # % = 1
% % # $ ,
) # I 5 $ % = $
I % >3 %
# % C % 5 #
5 $ " #
L% % $ ,
|
y = # $ % " =
$ % $= 3 A2 0
A ? " 8/8 $ 2 # $ % $ A
"% % $ # % @ %
= A A
! @( # % % % | # %
% % # ! %
# $ $ $ : %
1 # $
| > A < #  #
, % H
8 C
| 1 —
L # # % % % % #y #
> , % #
$ $ $
= 3 0 # = 7%
= % # ## %
$ $ # # ! $ # #
. % % == $ $
1$ | # $
$ % $ = # = %
, $ # I % % g
# # 6 = % A 8§ " #
$ $ % = $ 7 % %
$ # = % #0 2 =
= , $
6 $ 1 # "
= 1 $ % $ C A
I $ = $ # # ! % | v

# $ = % #



%

%

%

#

%

%

%

%

7

5# $
= % # %
A 5#
% $
%, # $
E ## HF #
H# =
, %
# @ $
% %
% %
! % -
H3, ! %
| =
$ %
5 #
# 1"$ = %
I %
$
| -
6 %§9 # O
0% " 5
cC + # A
$ %" $
% : =
% ## #
% 0
##
1 $ %
% %
$ | $
5 _ % $
= $ #
$
g %
2
Q <
$
# %
$ ! _

%

%

$%

%

RRE S

%

%



%

%II
%

1 %

%

%

%

% $
%u

8/8 #
%

%

%
%

= $ # %
% $ $ # $ !
( # 868 % 1 # #
% % # 0 = % $ % $ #
$ # 0 #
% = $ %
! # # % $
, 2
9 " % 0 % #
% % # 8 = $ = #
# $ % #
$ $ =
$ % % # ! % #
% # # ! = $ , $
= % # $
# #
! I % $
& +# # = g
! = 5# # % , $ $
% I % = ( >
$ % 7 $ | " =
= $ $ %
< ! 0B # $ | # % A
! = %
$ %
: $ # # %
boo# % % = $ % #
$ ' # % %
$ ! 2 $
(% G M ! V3 A % #
= % $ 8/8 "
# $ # " =
$ % E F =
# A , $
# # ! @
| = 7 $ #
# " $
| % # A (A
= % ## $ # "
A $ # = = %
! # % $
# $ # = # % # %
= $ %" $
% % ) $ % = $
# % $ = H =
I'$ % 5 , 9%
$ = % $ (#
= E$ F = $ #
% $ $ = % $ # , !
! ! #
% % $ = S# n=% " $ L
( $ #= = = = %
@ # (

&'P



< / # /
L1, /| "P'R
% $ $ ## I
" % ¥ #
4 $ $ 1 "L s
% % % B
4 C % 4<
- : $ s 5w 7 s 2% -
$ $ = 4 1 #
¥ % $ # $ % 3
) . . | % % " C
= 1 # &! TS
# A % 1 %# % A+
%
## # $ n "l Ill
# # % ¥ % # 1
0 | " =0y 1
# 1 " ¢° ’
%  HE % % % S %y
% 4 $ 4% HE % ¢ 4 .
1 & ¥ %+
$ 00 = iy $H< $
= = # % %
4 ¥ % #
4 # % % E % _% _
5 # GF > $ % ! - -y 4
# $ n
# = E
$ # = @ : _ "
$ $ % 5 B A . _ s 54
# % 9 H< $ $ %" 1
# E< F =
1 % n = $: y # % > %
$ < %
.= # S ## Y%
# = & = # 5 # E
% # = % %+ o "< %
: # ## $° £ 4
S# = % o $ 5 #
, % # % A & 3 ) (o 4
+ " $
%" =
$ # % &! G M=, 9 RR # !
+ "% % ;I# % ( R %

% F



) ! R R
+ #
#
% =
7
0 = Q
$
# 4
) = #
A
" % = #HH#
A
5 # M %
$ $ &
# % |
+ " #
> % # %
# =
4 5
R %
n ! :
C $ <
o
!
# 8/8
H %
*
1
5 % "
%
H
9
">
(
< #
#

& & 2 6

% $ /.5
A % & +
# % % *
& R 'P = "7 # 44 4
% % ( (= # 4
1" % ! % " # 44
# 0 $ (%  ( (= # ( ( # (4
# 44
(%  ( (= # ( (# (‘4
3
% @ &01 !
$ @
$ # %
H#H > 3
$ < % ! 1
$ # % ! $ %
0 # H
$
! 3
C + # 3% 9 # $ :
1 CC & #
4 $" #5%
1 CC 2 % $ %
5# =% %
A #
# ! ## % ,
= # C ! %
" % $ % "%
$ %" ! $
= # &! % ?
@ #H# S % %
#
H H 75 = # $
'$ % = % %3 + I
% #
6 1 = 8 % @ = ( " #
% < % ! $ | ##
6 % ! % ! $ #
% = = >
" # %
$
$ 5# 5 o % % 8/8 # #
$ #  ( (8 % o > % P
$ 48
$ ! "= $
# = # $ %
9 Q" I " S#
= = H

%



%

%

1 %

& $° ()
% $
# + #
# $
5
# $ #
= %
# $
9
% %
2 $ @
E6 % 0
% HH#
# = $
$$
$ % "
|
+
% " 3
EO F "
# mn
= 0p $
P % %
&
= = $ %
$ <
= 3
$ = %5
% & I

$ % $
% $9$ $ R
#
#
$ #
#
$
" $ $0
, # % #
% 9 (
% 4 #
= 8
E F
# =
# # 2
%
# $ H <
# HH
%
$ # %
(
$ & %
#
: $
#? o ( $ #
( $
.ty $
&*
$ $
%o H <
& $
% # %

( $
# " A
# % >
# %
$
%
# $
$ ( & (#
" A
# H <
%
%
A
#
( <
A ! $ A
$
# # # + (
$ Y
&*+ 7
# $
$
A
% (
#
+ &

%



" 'P'R #

# 1" =
0, 0, 0, = 0,
% _ y %A) % % # = Yo 2 !
% - T % $ = A% 44 4 4 K 4 #
KTK R4'P'R( (% (  (
6 , / >
?2 @& N :
iy 5 4 0 | # % BP ( (
1 % # ( % $ =
# % % A % %
"AHH# 2 ( &P+ (5
© (
1S = %
S = ( = # ET R &P+ ( ( $
# % A % 4 5 o N
& T '+ )A$7 ( :&PPR+( .
# 3 = ##
= $ 1=
# % *A B 6 & TTK+ (: $ 8
# % #
> % # %
( $ &0 t s $ % $ =
# % % A ( = +A < &P+ ( $ =
R L # < ( $
" $ $ "= g = u c + |,
A2 &P')+ (0 %
| G6 $
% 0 6 C ‘A 3&GG+ ('(=(
1S=
S % ! % 6 Gy =# 9 ‘= %
$ # $ $ # % % = =
= = = = # %
$ % # % A B & TB'+ ( # $
#o% = $ # #> % S # $ S
$# % & # $ $ + 1
# = $ % % # # %
# S A
# CA & TKK+ ( $ %
: % % $ % ==%
% ( = & =C # % # =
"DA $ 0 &<PP + (
5 % $ = = % $
I $ # A # %
HH# $ %
# = 5 $: $ 0%
S ! s = 1% $ $ T
$ - . .

"mA 0 & TK)+ (



$ % 50 $

= # % s ! 2
"#A $ &'P'R+ (U C " # S # %S =
% ( # # %S = = %
# $ # = #%44 4 4) R 4 P(
= # % ( ( ( ( ($S(# %S
YA #" &P+ (# %S # % #
" $1 # 1 # G
: $ E : F & C | 7 %
+ E F & % $ L < ,
H#+ # %
"EA & PP+ ( % #H# % 5 = #
> % # $ 3 & %S % + =
# % % $ ! = > 1 % #
5 #
T+HA F &P+ (# = # % ( =58 = % :
% 7% $ % ' $
% $ $
5 $ 8 #H# ' % $ %
"A & &'P )+ (
P $ #
% 5 1 $ 5 % $ (
$ $ 6 ; $ % % # =
#OO# % % $ $ A
# % " H## =
"rA &'P'R+ (A ‘# $ "
$ % $
= 8 $ % 1
"oA &P + ( E % F $ % ( 4
$ < - $ C "
$ # 5 %
"CA : &'PP + ( % $ = #
$ $ ( (% (
# $ , # % %
% ¥ % y
, # % # % $ | _
% \Y; \Y} g $
- $ 7= % ”
TP 'PPP &
* o % E
= $ (- 5
$ $ ! % g -,
$ % # $ % = # %
> : % A $
# = ( ( $ = |
! % %
/ / $ I #
$ $



Scribbles and Horrors
Presented by Scribble M. Horror (Pseud.)

February, 2026'

In college | ran a very fun
OD&D campaign with some
friends. | was well on my
way developing what | then
called my megadungeon?
and a wilderness hex map
covering the better part of a
continent. It seemed that,
finally, | was on the right
creative track, making a
lasting D&D world which
would endure.

College ended, however,

and when moving to Wisconsin all my
maps, notes, and drawings disappeared
courtesy of the USPS.> My whole
campaign was lost in an instant! | was
left with nothing but memories, a few
by-chance saved scribbles, and some
blurry photographs.

My current D&D campaign, REDUX,
emerged after this. Redux is a
monument to and echo of its
predecessor. Ringbod Tower is now
Redux Tower. Not a reproduction of the
original, but a kind of memorial to a
creative past.

Tllustration is of a Glubitrubabubtrub, by me.

2 The term megadungeon is one | no longer use
for this kind of project, now preferring
underworld.

3 |t is not fair to put much blame on the USPS
here: my poorly packed box probably tore itself
apart through ordinary handling. The USPS is a
national treasure, and recent efforts to erode it
into oblivion are a travesty.

A priority in Redux has been taking
careful notes and
distributing them. | make
frequent scans of dungeon
maps. | keep detailed
Expedition Logs patterned
after the campaign notes for
Rythlondar®. These
campaign logs | further
compile into  Seasonal
Reports, a high-level view of
three-months campaigning.

Tabletop games are an
ephemeral activity. Like
theatre, they are conditional
upon being present in a
moment: the choice to make one move
or another. To really understand what
the play of any game is you must be
there.

Because of this, a great deal of energy
in wargames is dedicated to producing
notation text: maps, notes, logs, house
rules. My friend once joked that the
main  function of OD&D rules
themselves is to produce interesting
character obituaries.

The games we are playing can be
considered text-producing procedures.®

* Rythlondar link:https://smolderingwizard.com
[2014/03/02/the-rythlondar-chronicles-original-dd

-at-its-finest/
5 E&A's Al policy is intriguing. | applaud it's
prohibition on Al text and am puzzled (read:
horrified) by the allowance of Al images. | do
think the policy is an example of text being
considered an essential component of
games-as-art moreso than imagery.

Scribbles & Horrors, p. 1



*kk

My contribution to this February E&A,
then, is the recently completed Fall 1025
Seasonal Report for my Redux OD&D
campaign, edited for publication.

The report is at an abstract level — vivid
adventure has been boiled down into
statistics rather than stories. These
statistics are factual, but not neutral.
They are a wilful interpretation of this
game | am playing, a further creative
product of the activity Dungeons and
Dragons.

Some statistics are simple and useful:
Number of Sessions, and Characters
Participating This Season are largely
just documentation of the activity I've
spent so much time on.

Some  statistics are intentionally
rhetorical. The precise quantity of
Treasure  Extracted from each
dungeon, broken down by type, is a
number which means little in real terms,
yet this kind of bean-level accounting is
exactly the sort of document real world
exploitative for-profit ventures produce.
Looting a dungeon solely for financial
and political gain is by any measure
morally dubious, and | want to highlight
this. | think (or, hope) that reproducing
this pattern of records keeping will allow
for investigation and critique.

Some statistics are included to
encourage campaign participants to try
new things. Artistic Works Produced
and Construction Projects Initiated

both not-so-subtly imply that those are
things I'd like players to do in Redux.

Leads shows the results of my
goal-tracking system. Players create
their own leads and choose to pursue
one each expedition. Characters are
then rewarded with XP for completing
leads. It's been a pretty good system so
far. Preparation is a lot easier when
there’s only a handful of options to
choose from.

Records Requests | have edited down
for publication, but include written
documents requested by characters
from in-world institutions.

In the non-E&A version of the report |
include a list of characters and their
statistics. It reminds me of baseball.

Some other statistics | don’t include, but
which could be good in future reports:
Conversations Engaged In, Letters
Written, Differences Settled Peacefully.
If E&A endures beyond me and my
notes, perhaps this will end up one of
the only surviving written records of
Redux. Obscured, but hopefully
interesting.

Happy to answer any questions, field
complaints, etc.

- Scribble M. Horror (Pseud.),
1/9/26.

Scribbles & Horrors, p. 2



Redux Seasonal Report
Fall 1025 (October-November-December)

During Fall 1025, expeditions R14 through R19 were conducted. Expeditions were
generally successful, with a high rate of treasure extraction and low casualties. The parties
operated mainly on the first level of Redux in search of the Treasure of the Snail Knight, along
with Alfonso Ultima and his god.

Campaign Statistics

Total Number of Redux Participants 10

Number of Sessions 6

Average Non-referee players per session 2.2
Expedition isti

Total Number of Expeditions 6

Underworld Expeditions 6

Wilderness Expeditions 0

Average Rooms Traversed Per Expedition 9.3

Average Hexes Traversed Per Expedition 18

Number of Characters who participated in at least one Fall 1025 expedition 14

Characters Created this Season 11

Characters “Returning After a Long Absence” 1

Hireling Battlefield Commissions 2

Average Characters per Expedition 2.8

Number of Characters Killed 2

...by Giant Sentient Radioactive Bananas 1

...by Goblins 1

Percentage of Expeditioning Characters Surviving Season 85.71%

Scribbles & Horrors, p. 3



Number of Hirelings Employed 13
Average Hirelings per Expedition 2.66
Number of Hirelings Killed 4
Percentage of Expeditioning Hirelings Surviving Season 69.23%
Average of Percents of Hirelings Surviving Each Expedition 72.80%
Number of Traps Sprung 2
Number of Foes Encountered 73
Number of Foes Killed 20
Percentage of Encountered Foes Killed 27.40%
Total Treasure Extracted from Redux in Gold Pieces 2491.7
Copper Pieces (GP value) 0.7
Silver Pieces (GP value) 165
Gold Pieces 523
Gems 650
Jewelry and Art 1018
Other 135
Total Treasure Extracted from The Palace of Nork (Praise Nork!) in Gold Pieces 992.9
Copper Pieces (GP value) 0
Silver Pieces (GP value) 33.9
Gold Pieces 159
Gems 250
Jewelry and Art 550
Other 0
Total Treasure Extracted from All Dungeons 3484.6

Scribbles & Horrors, p. 4



Average Treasure Extracted per Expedition 580.77

Average Treasure Extracted per Expeditioning Character 248.9

Domains and Paperwork

Contracts Signed 17
Contracts for Service of Arms 9
Contracts for Carrying of Lights and Equipment 3
Contracts for Hauling Treasure 3
Loans 2

Charters Ratified 0

Lawsuits Filed 0

Domains Established 0

Construction Projects Initiated 0

Artistic Works Produced 0

Records Requests Filed 3

Leads

No. | Title Expeditions | Completed?

001 | Meet the Botanist 0 No

002 | Locate the Treasure of the Snail Knight 4 Yes

003 | Palace of Nork (Praise Nork!) 1 Yes

004 | Meet Alfonso Ultima, PhD. 1 Yes

005 | Banana Vengeance 0 No

006 | Find God 1 No

007 | X Marks What Exactly??? 0 No

008 | Survey Gill Lake 0 No

Scribbles & Horrors, p. 5




E L |
SMR Issue #4 for E&A #8, Feb 2026

Erica L Frank (call me EIf); Eris Lord Freedom @itch.io

Tarot Decks for Gaming

If you collect solo TTRPGs, youlll probably run across
some that use a tarot deck instead of dice or playi ng
cards; they're not rare, especially in the fantasy and
introspective/psychological genres. If you don’t have
DQ\ H[SHULHQFH ZLWK WDURW
with images and an art style you like. (You may be
able to use an online generator, but some games
require splitting the deck by suits or in other groups,
and the online generators can't do that.) If you do
read tarot, and you don 't want to u se your divination

decks for gaming, youu OO QHHG WR 0QG D VHSD';

that works for games.

, KDYH DFTXLUHG VHYHUDO WDURW ¢ }

solo ttrp gs, mostly by going to Amazon, searching for
WDURW DQG oOWHULQJ WR
whatever seemed appealing to me but didn 't strike
me something 1'd use for divination . Most in that
price range were mini decks - the smaller-than-
playing-card size that’s become trendy. These have
included the Star Seeker Tarot(which | wound up
giving to my younger daughter), Witches’ Tarot, and
several decks that no longer have Amazon pages, so
I'm assuming they were bootleg publications that
were later removed. None of them had clicked as
really working for me.

| am picky about tarot decks. | try to check the
Fool, the Lovers, the Moon, the Hanged Man, and/or
Death to see if | like the deck 's symbolism and
approach for those, as well as checking the minor
arcana. | prefer scenes on the cards, like the Rider-
Waite, not pips like the Marseille deck or “ornamental
pips” (not sure what else to call them) like the Thoth
deck. However, | don't like the Rider -Waite art style.

For a gaming deck, it doesn't need “correct”
symbolism (and it’s probably better if it's off) . It just
needs to be pretty, with images and symbolism | can

\R X

RU OHV)
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grok as tarot -inspired. It needs to be close enough to

standard tarot that | don 't look at a card and think,

“well, that's QRW WKH oYH RBWBiHQMWAPIFOHYV

I think, “WKH oYH RI SHQWDFOHV LV VXSSR\
(l‘._it}saﬁd ';[}%% §®d%\7§/b (61 aétrﬁ@mnal deck, the

oYH RI SHQ KDV WZR GHVWLWXWH SHF
through the snow in front of a  church’s stained glass

ZLQGRZ ZLWK oYH SHQWDFOHY RQ LW ,\V
adversity, isolation.) (I have seen no decks that put it

in a desert, but it 'd be possible.)

RiderWaite Five of Pentacles
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| liked the art in the Witches ' 7TDURW MXVW o0QF

cards were holographic and that made them hard to
read. They kept catching the light in annoying ways .

My most recent gaming tarot deck, hopefully my
last (it was not at a bargain price), is the Calandra
Tarot. The artwork is gorgeous. The back-of-deck art
is gorgeous. | would not use it as a divination deck
for several reasons.

Sullivan

Ciﬁ_al'ldrﬁ-l Ta;;t

One: It comes across as pretentious. Each card
practically shouts ‘LOOK AT MEwhich is lovely for
art but terrible for divination work. | wouldn’ t be

XIX + The Sun

XKW » The Moon

Three: The deck has two additional cards, “As
Above’ and “So Below; with the artwork continuing
from one to the other. (I mentioned “pretentious,”
right? Any additions to/changes in a tarot deck are a
UH G p1adtatement of “the scholars and occultists
of the last several hundred years missed something/
JRW VRPHWKLQJ ZURQJ DQG , KDYH 0JX
is.” I've seen decks where | didn’t mind it, but in
WKRVH FDVHV WKH\ ZHUH EXLOGLQJ DUI
theme, reconsidering all the cards in light of their
changes In this case —the As Above/So Below cards
don’t even have the same structure as the other
majors (they don 't have the yellow bar at the bottom
with the name); they are very much “these cards are

DEOH WR 0QG DQVZHUV LQ WKLV o HZWRE pRESREH ef{hrnjuss aadjions (e

is yelling so loud. (If | had art analysis skills, | could
maybe explain that better.)

Two: For the cards | check as important
touchstones, several strike me as wrong, or at least,
incompatible with my understanding of the card. The

JRRO LV oQH RWKHU WKDQ QRWLBH

changes the meaning from “naiveté caused by youth”
to “naive even after substantial life experience.” The
Hanged Man is a skeleton, instead of someone who is
caught by his own will and biding his time waiting  or
deciding when to get free. | like the Death card —a
skull and deaths-head moths, obviously meaning
“transformation” more than actual death . The Moon
is missing the road entirely; there are two wolves
instead of a wolf and a dog ; there’s a woman,
presumably the moon -goddess... no idea what shé&
doing there. | like the belladonna, but | don 't
otherwise like the card. (...as a tarot card. The art is
W H U Ud_leeFhappy to have it as a poster.) Among
the cards | don’t normally check: The Sun is... goofy. |
don't like it. It has a grinning/smirking sun and a kid

in a cowboy costume; it clashes with the tone  of the
other cards.

deck. (Deck imagesare at r/TarotDex, for the curious.)

Four: The book is in the wrong order. Tarot order
normally goes Majors -Wands-Cups-Swords-Pents; this
one is Majors-Pents-Swords-Wands-Cups. (This is
minor, and anyone who doesn 't collect a lot of decks
Is 8oy poItipgIRTPtice ] ige pndyitbugs me. )

It doesn’t strike me as a bad deck; | wouldn 't
wrinkle my nose to see someone using it for divina -
tion. (And I’'m not going to mention which ones |
would have that reaction to, because | 'd try to
suppress it anyway —it’s not my business what
works for someone else.) It doesn’t suit my style for
tarot readings, yet it has beautiful artwork mostly in
the Rider-Waite format (e .g. six of swords has three
people in a boat; three of cups has three women
dancing together; seven of wands has a man with a
V W D | ting &K six staves coming at him from
offscreen, etc.) —which makes it perfect for gaming.

...I could go into great detail about what makes a
good divination deck (...anything can be someones
perfect divination deck, but that doesn 't mean The
Baseball Tarot is actually a good deck for most
people.) But that starts getting way off -topic.
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The key point | 'm making is: What makes a good
divination deck is not the same as what makes a
good gaming deck. I've had gaming decks before for
VSHFLoF JD P H \WFragdeKali¥ddfoboccultist
characters in superhero games); my interest in solo

Name: (from Fantasy Name Generators (FNG)
Finnish names) (No particular reason for Finnish.)
Anni Joutsen, she/her. Mid-20s, unmatrried, orphaned;
her parents died of illness a few winters back.

Personality (Based on the Ace of Cups):Hopeful,

WWUSJV GURYH PH WR 0QG GHFNYV Wali add MBI Gnrid iR thierdlfrthe Velde of

multiple genres.

For those who would never use a Tarot deck for
gaming — | made Dice to Cards Conversionin part to
cover “you have dice and/or regular cards but you
have a game that requires Tarot cards.” | should
probably update it to include “you have both dice
AND playing cards, and you want to generate tarot
cards without using a tarot deck. ”

Solo Play: Cage of Sand

Game link: https://luciellaes.itch.io/cage-of-sand
Cage of Sands a time loop horror game for one
or more players. It requires a deck of tarot cards,
some paper and something to write with.
This is a GMless group game with a solo option;

adversity and helpful to strangers.

Setting. This isn't part of the game system, but |
need a world concept. (I suppose the default is
modern day.) I'm going to put her in a high fantasy
setting — Anni is a seamstress in a moderate-sized
town, the largest that ’s close to a large forest near
mountains. She lives and works near a busy tavern
and inn that gets a number of adventuring visitors,
both mercenaries hired to escort traders through th e
mountains and young would -be heroes seeking to
prove themselves against the fabled monsters in the
forest. A good portion of her income is from those
adventurers, who are always needing new or repaired
clothing. She often spends her evenings in the tavern,
quietly embroidering in the corner and looking for

'P WU\LQJ LW VROR 7KH 3') LV RDOVWREIEY or0J DOG L

has hourglass images on each pageit’s less than 2000
words total. | got it in the original ~ Racial Justice
Bundle which had a whole lot of games that have
never been included in other bundles. As far as | can
sort out, the print book that this was supposed to  be
included in was never produced. It nicely comes wit h

DQ ([FHO oOH WKDW LQFOXGWile)WDURRFNRDDRE SQKAW\ RI ORFDO oVKLQJ

and allows easy tracking of the game details.
| spent over an hour reformatting the rules into a
single-page booklet layout for easy print & reference

use ,W GRHV QRW o WsiteQ pids) Rhict isk D 3

what | needed, without chopping out parts or making
the text very small . | chopped out the parts on safety
tools, which were focused on group play.

I’'m familiar with safety tools, and it s sometimes
useful to have them mentioned in solo games —that
if you freak yourself out by getting too dark, you can
take a break or change things. But | don 't need that
warning in print every time | look at the fairly sh  ort
game rules.

Game setup

Protagonist : Select or draw a card to represent your
Avatar.

I’'m going to go with random draw. Normally, I' d
expect this to be a court card, or limited to court  +
majors. I'm going to just draw a random card.

Ace of Cups. Wow that 's pretty. Golden chalice, dove,
lotus blossoms. Keywords from the booklet: Serenity,
Opportunity, Acceptance

Next, three cards determicnge the starting setup :

Place: Queen of Cups. Beach, oceanside—The town
(needs a name, doesn't it. Off to FNGI go.) Baysheeris
near the water. It has a bit of shipping trade, but not
much; the placement of the mountains make it a

poor location for a large port, but it has modest

Time of year: Four of Wands. From the picture,
grapes are ripe and near harvest, so... August. Late
L1mmer, warm, sometimes very hot.

Circumstances that bring the characters together:
Ace of Wands.

7KLV LV KDUGHU WR MXVW PDNH XS 0J

| don't have other players or any of the other
characters yet. However, the Calandaraversion has a
prominent castle in the artwork. (Technically, the
Rider/Waite has one, but wow is it distant and hard

to notice.) Keywords: Inspiration, Creativity,
Imagination. What brings us together is ... Ill go with

“a Royal Decre¢ $ VHDUFK IRU DUWLVDQV WR

items for the upcoming prince ’'s wedding. Anyone
may enter the contest, although of course most will
not get past the regional judges. For the next several
months, there will be crafts fairs and talent festi vals
in every major city and many smaller towns;
Baysheer is not exempt, and is setting up for a lon g-

running festival near the beach, in an areathat 'V oQH

for short- term buildings and sales booths during the
summer but not useful for housing during the winter
storm season.
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Cast of Characters

'UDZ P R U H Tié&se d&ethe entire cast of

named characters in the story; WKH UXOHV VSH larlrdgl%ﬁ)cgs

allow replacing cards you don 't want. (I did not
replace any cards.)l used FNG for most of the names.

Three of Wands: A successful merchant, one of the
few shipping traders in Baysheer, who is expecting a
shipment of goods that will greatly enhance his
wealth.

Anton Kumala , He/Him

2.Knight of Pentacles: Sir Godfrey of the Ocean
normally patrols the coastline. He nominally watche s
for enemy ships, but also enforces shipping laws

4

0QGLQJ KLP +H RFFDVLRQDOO\ WXWRUYV
but charges them a lot —it’s clear he doesnt like that

as a profession. He is a talented woodcarver; he often

%% art as part of the laying low, but

several people are trying to convince him to enter the

contest.

Vamirelion , he/him

Wheel of Fortune : Lady who runs a games booth
(or cluster of them) at the faire. She is an acolyt e
priestess of Shweyu, the god of luck, and every spin
of the wheel is a prayer in his temple. (The
Rider/Waite deck image for Wheel of Fortune is just
the wheel, surrounded by 4 elemental creatures. The
Calandra deck features a woman under a carnival

(taxesetc);he V EHHQ DVVLJQHG KHUH Vareusel.F8he o Yery devoted, but that mostly com es

because of concerns that the contest will push
smugglers to try their skills at less active ports.
Sir Godfrey of the Ocean, he/him

3.King of Wands: Not the king. Not *a* king. One of
the event judges (the only one anywhere near here), a
passionate man devoted to the arts. With the
mountain dwarves nearby, the king sent a dwarf to
judge the local artisans; “Bari” will encourage
students and those whose skills have not yet
developed, and slam hard anyone who is lazy or
believes they have already reached the peak of their
art. His language is coarse and he often seems angry,
but is endlessly patient and gentle with apprentice s
and servants who honestly try their best. He is
especially harsh with corrupt business owners or fa ke
artists.

Barigrotir Bristlegrog , dwarf, he/him

...At this point, | want to mention that this takes
FOREVER. | forgot that was a thing with many solo
games: the prep/setup is part of the game itself, a nd
can be very time -consuming.

across as encouraging people to gamble. She is
sharply aware of attempts to cheat, and has magict o
block some of the most common methods.

Elenwen Crow, she/her

Seven of Swords: A hobbit thief who skulks around
the edges of the fair looking for easy marks. He' s
genial and friendly and humans rarely suspect him o f
anything. He has some knotworking skills and he
uses those as a front, claiming he will enter the
contest when he makes a few pieces good enough to
submit. But mostly it 's a scam: he just wants easy
access to wealthy patrons.

Remi Longfoot

7.Six of Wands: Lady Linyive is a half-elf who has

outlived three human husbands. (Two of them died in
EDWWOH 6KH DQG RI KHU KXWEDQGV
rangers who patrolled the forest; she has recently

returned, sans husband, with a large pack of bandit s

in chains; the main trade route should be safe for

quite a while. Her victory march was part of the

opening festivities of the faire.

There V WKH RSWLRQ RI GUDZLQJ DOXXLVFIDWBQHZAHOHWUH , pLSSHG WKH JHQG

the remaining 7) at once, and then assigning
characters to them; | 'm enjoying doing them one at a
time. A drawback: Tarot card images are mostly men;
if | want women characters, | may have to not

directly draw from the main images on the cards. I’ m
making a decision now that if | don 't get any women
LQ WKH oUV W learrtbwaidsfemale
interpretation for the rest.

4. Five of Swords. A disgraced retired mercenary elf,
one who used to win battles by corrupt means until
he got caught and exiled. He settled in Baysheer long
ago —maybe a few of the elders remember when he
arrived, butit’V EHHQ PRUH WKDQ
course he hasn W DJHG
perhaps from shame, perhaps to keep his people from

because Id like more women characters. The pic for

the CalandrD GHFN LV GHoQLWHO\ RYHUWO\
just ignoring the beard. Maybe that ’s her memory of

her 3rd husband.)

Lady Linyive the Widow , she/her

8. The Empress The duchess, who is entering the

contest with her famed weaving skills — her

tapestries are renowned. (Having Bari Bristlegrog as a

judge helps avoid any hint of favoritism; she has n o

political jurisdiction over him.) She is in her lat e 30s;

KHU KXVEDQG LV LQ KLV 6KH KDV IRX!I
WKH ROGHVW D VRg@estisWieronlp HU \RXQ

\ H D UdAaugbte€y;eiRsbns and husband are not attending the
+H NHHSV D ORZ f&stivRlo OH

Her Grace, Maritha of Heliot
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9. Six of Cups. Maritha's daughter. (I changed the Protagonist: Anni Joutsen, a seamstress & embroidery
previous description from my initial notes —I had artist

none of her children attending the festival, but se eing Anton Kumala , a wealthy merchant, literally

the card draw here, | decided that the young girlo n waiting for his ship to come in

the card would work well if connected to her. ) She is 2. Sir Godfrey of the Ocean, a knight looking for
VL[ WKLV LV KHU oUVW PDMRU RXWLQ 3$nmdgh@ers hbbRaR eRiBrH

and she is thrilled with all the art and festivitie s. 3. Barigrotir “Bari” Bristlegrog , a dwarf judging the
Lady Phoebeof Heliot contest art & selecting artisans

4. Vamirelion , elven former mercenary, exiled in
disgrace; skilled woodworker
Elenwen Crow, priestess of the god of luck, who
runs games of chance at the faire
Remi Longfoot, a hobbit thief & fake contestant

Four of Swords: A wizard with depleted powers,
attending the faire to look for potential apprentic es
while he recuperates from something that badly
drained him. He is very knowledgeable and talented —
but currently his power reserves are so low he can

EDUHO\ FDVW D oUHp\ OLJKW VSHOO_ +HUNKPW®S EpywLE DOG
: : 7. Lady Linyive the Widow , half-elf, a ranger who
eccentric, but kind -hearted.

won accolades for arresting bandits

8. Her Grace, Maritha of Heliot , duchess entering
the contest with her tapestries

9. Lady Phoebe KHU GDXJKWHU DJH
Stregori Zrin , a tapped-out mage looking for an
apprentice while he recovers

First Loop
Act 1: Awakening

You awaken from a nightmare you can 't remember.

Draw 3 cards; each of them is either a minor detail of

WKH VXUURXQGLQJY RU DQ EamLIQLOFD(
RI WKH PRUQLQJ URXWLQH 7KHVH ZLOO
into the deck.

The Devil: A goat is braying outside her window.

' e\ (Do you have any idea how hard it is to turfiThe
Four of Swords Devil into“*VRPH PLQRU LQVLJQLOFDQW GH
morning routine?’)

You might think, “that card looks nothing like a

mage,; and you would be correct. | was looking for 2. 8 of Pentacles: A work task. She sews the cuffs
an option to make a mage of some sort, and didn 't onto the sleeves of a shirt she’s working on.
want to say * R K W-yehir-old has strong magic 3. Death 6KH KDV D YDVH RI pRZHUV WKDV

powers.” (She might. | don’t want that to be part of
the background.) So I'm drawing from the meaning of
the card —recuperation, recovery —and decided that

enough that she throws them out and puts new
ones in the vase.

a mage-in-recovery might visit an arts festival and Morning routine : Anni is startled out of a nightmare

potentially look for an apprentice that would she can't remember by the loud braying of a goat

presumably help him keep from getting to extreme outside her window. She shakes off the shudders, and

burnout levels in the future. (I am picturing him as goes to work on the project she 'G OHIW XQO0QLVKHG ¢
Dr. Bombay from Bewitched, in D&D mage robes.) QLIJKW VHZLQJ WKH FXIIV RQ DK#iQH VLO
Stregori Zrin wanted daylight to complete.

leh. Th dth I k.. checks clock When that’s done, she has breakfast, and notices
Bleh. There we go, and that only took... checks clock.. that the roses in the vase on the kitchen table are

DERXW oYH KRMkddy toraziually start ead. She throws them out, and replaces them with a

SOD\LQJ ‘RZ KRXUV Rl JDPHSOD %a%&?tﬁvof%mhant g%lgelﬁr%d\é growing on the path
of rules/instructions. | 'm impressed.) near her front door

Recap of the cast of characters so | have an easy
simple list to check (human unless stated otherwise):
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Act 2: Interactions

...At this point, | took a break for the evening. The
setup is complete and I’'m ready to actually start The
Game Events, but | want a break before doing
detailed roleplay/storytelling.

Before this section, | spent a bit of time (about a n
hour) making Al -generated images for each of the
characters. | discovered that, while Google is perf ectly
good at making elves and dwarves and rangers and
mages, it is utterly confused by the idea of non -white
people in D&D/medieval setting roles, and they wind
up looking like they 're wearing tacky Halloween
costumes. (Also discovered that using “D&D” in a
prompt is more likely to lead to d20sin the picture
than elves/goblins/trolls in the background crowds.
Dammit.)

X 3 minor interactions (draw character card, then
prompt card from the deck, indicating either the
topic of conversation or nature of the interaction)

X 2 major interactions (character card + prompt
card, using the key in the rules to interpret it.)

Minor 1: 7 of Swords, Remi Longfoot the hobbit thie f
Prompt card: The Moon —Traditional meaning:
Mystery, lllusion, Dangers of the unknown

Anni sets up her table for the day. She has her nor mal
array of embroidery for sale — a few collars and
sleeve cuffs done in blackwork, easy to swap for pl ain
ones on a shirt; long narrow triangles of artwork
meant to cover the lacing of a bodice; pairs of lon g
wool strips a hand ’s width wide, embroidered with

YLQHVY DQG pRZHUV PHDQW IRU WKH

the sides of breeches. She has a few fancier piecesa
o0QH FRWWRQ NHUFKLHI

ZLWK WLQ\ EXWW H U pedéey: axarRgpeinD O
velvet scholar' V. KDW ZLWK JROGHQ pDPHV LY VLON WK

along the band. But most of her fancier work is on

XQoQLVKHG FORWK VXLWDEOH IRU DG‘—%Eu%kS

bodice. Her largest piece is a night landscape —the
moon rising over mountains, a wavering road
between them, and beasts on both sides. It’s picked
out in silvery white thread on black silk, and tiny
gathers in the fabric make it look like it ripples
sunlight.

Shés laying out the cloth and her racks of
showpieces not intended for sale when she sees a
hobbit walking through the faire, looking carefully — at
each booth. Hobbits aren’t unknown in Baysheer, but
they are rare, and she’s never seen one this close
before.

“Hello there,” she calls out to him.
looking for something? ”

in the

“Are you

VRIWHU WKD

He startles at her voice, and then looks up at her
and smiles widely. “No, just... admiring the beautiful
works the faire has to show, " he says, as he comes
over to her table. “Do you make all these?’ He glances
at the items laid out on the table but his eyes are
caught on the black -and-silver piece in its showcase
frame.

“Yes; | do both the sewing and the embroidery.

I'm Anni Joutsen,” VKH VD\V DQG FXUWVH\V EUL

normally work in my shop, over by Three Snails
tavern. But | wouldn 't meet as many new people
there,” she smiles at him.

Oh! I'm, um, I'm Remi. Remi Longfoot,” and he
gives a sweeping bow. “Pleased to make your
acquaintance, Miss Anni.”

“You seem to have a discerning eye; she says.
“You're not just looking at the most colorful pieces.

“I, well, | dabble, a bit,” he says shyly, gesturing
vaguely at his tunic, which is decorated with compl ex
knotwork designs. “But nothing as elegant as that,”
he waves at the black silk.

“Don’t mark yourself so poorly! " she replies.“That
is excellent cord-work. Are you considering entering
the contest for artists? ”

“l... have considered it. But my work is so
humble..”

“Nonsense. Theres no fee to enter, and they will
need many artists of different kinds for the prince 's
wedding. At the worst, you don 't get asked to the

VHFRQG URXQG EXW DW OHDVW \RX PLJ

customers. That's my plan; | hardly expect my simple
threadwork to compete with some of the master
sm|lhs an(a pamtersD VNLUW RU

“That's... a thou%ht he says, and looks off to the
dlstgnce asxhe seems to gbso(?)t/) hRer WOI’dSRI'% turns
ack’to her, and nods. “I Il doit! " he decides.
(E'oodqs We thread-workers
need to stick uevfor each other! "
his head gmost%lushmg 1:ftll%ank you
for your encouragement. And now... | must be off to
0QG WKH UHJLVWUDU RI DUWLVWYV
the list of hopefuls! ” With another bow, he turns and
leaves her at her booth.

Minor 2: The Empress —Her Grace, Maritha of Heliot
Prompt card: Knight of Swords —Traditional
Meaning: Determination, action, haste

Partway through the day, Anni shuts down her table,
brings out her best pieces, and goes to the central
pavilion where works of art for the contest are bei ng
displayed. The assistants are putting similar wares
together: Weapons and smithcraft, pottery and
carvings, paintings and calligraphy —and textile arts
have their own section.

VR
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She selects a small table near other embroidery
workers and starts to set out her midnight piece an d
other works, when she is bumped into and almost
drops her work.

“Oh this will not do, " an authoritative woman 's
voice says.

“Your Grace? one of her assistants says.

“I need MUCH more space than one of these
small tables. How can | display my tapestries on
this?” she waves dismissively at one of the larger
table-booth spaces.

“But... the registrar said each person gets one
space.”.

“That's ridiculous. My tapestries are hardly similar
to..” she glances around, sees Anni holding her silk-
and-silver piece “—that kind of simple work. | need
SPACE,she says.

Her assistant looks ready to argue, and she tells
him, “Go get one of the people doing setup; have
them move some tables. And you—"she calls out to
the man behind him, “—bring that over here! ”

He's carrying several large cloth items —
tapestries, Anni realises. They look beautiful. She
looks down at her own small artwork and sighs, and
backs off.

“You, girl” —she almost didn’t hear the duchess
addressing her, but she looks up, and then curtseys
deeply.

“Yyes, Your Grace? she says.

The duchess frowns, but doesn't look angry at
her. “I'm sure your... whatever that is... is lovely. And
it should have a space. Just not here, because | need
this whole section for my tapestries. ”

She waves at her assistants, who sigh. One whads
carrying a set of wooden frameworks starts
assembling them, and soon, she has hung three
beautiful tapestries... in approximately four timest he
space allotted to any one contestant, by pushing Anni
and another person out of he way and squeezing so
close to a third that her knitting is entirely
overshadowed by the hangings.

Minor 3: Wheel of Fortune — Elenwen Crow
Prompt Card: Nine of Swords —traditional
meaning: nightmare, worry, anxiety

Anni goes walking to clear her head and wanders int o
the games section of the Faire. Elenwen invites her to
try one of the games for free — “We're still getting set
up, and it helps to have some activity ” —and she tries
one called Nine Daggers.

It has a 3x3grid with nine wooden knives in the
shape of swords, each with paste gems and
GHFRUDWLRQV RQ WKH KDQGOHYV
blades (one per hand), and select their lucky sword s,

each of which has a different color of paint at the tip.
Then they stab (nudge) their choice of dozens of
small cloth monsters of the same color as the tipo f
the blade —each of which is attached to a string. The
strings are attached to prizes, most of which are
worth less than the cost of playing. Elenwen gives
Anni a free try — ‘Even if you win a big prize —you
just have to tell people to come play! ” Anni wins a

IXFEN\ 7RNHQ FKDUP D OLWWOH GLVF ZL

pained on one side and a sword on the other, with a
hole at the top and a cord run throughit. It 's
obviously intended to be a child ’s prize, something

WKH\ FDQ XVH WR pLS D FRLQ $QQL WK

back to her table, somewhat cheered.

Major 1: King of Wands — Bari Bristlegrog
Prompt card: 8 of Swords —Swords = they make
an unreasonable request for help

Bari asks her to hold her space against the Duchess.
Asks for her support in insisting on everyone getting
the same amount of space to display their goods.

Anni: | can’t! She's... shés the duchess! | would be
ruined if... (Anni is very dismayed at the idea of
deliberately clashing with the woman who kind of
owns the town she lives in.)

Bari: | won't let that happen. And here —she is
not a duchess. Shés is an artist, just like you, just like
everyone else here. Having large goods just means
she'll have to be careful in displaying them.

Anni: | can't tell a duchess what to do!

Bari: I'm not asking you to tell her what to do. | Il
do that. I 'm asking you to claim your space, to not let
her bully you into moving aside or leaving.

Anni: It’s not bullying! She’s allowed to order me
to leave! She could have me imprisoned for failing to
follow her orders!

Bari: I... dorit think she will? I am here to make
contest fair. Which means | can make even duchesses
follow the rules. But | can 't make that happen if
nobody else will stand up to her. Will you stand wi th
me —stand with the king who has appointed me to
judge this region —and tell her that no, she can 't
have your table space?

Anni slowly agrees, although she is very worried
and has some serious doubts about how this is going
to work. She follows him back to the pavilion and
braces herself to earn the enmity of her duchess.

Major 2: Six of Cups: Lady Phoebe, age 6
Prompt card: Knight of cups —Cups = Learn some
thing about another relationship this character has

When she returns to her place in the pavilion, the

SEREHKHW V¥ DY 8QLVKUQIRHUHHU VHWXS
and four smaller ones; the largest shows an elven

WKU'
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knight bowing to a dragon. On the edge of her space
is her daughter (which Anni knows, because the chil d
keeps saying“Mama..” and the duchess keeps saying
“not now, dear” while she fusses with the
arrangement.)

Bari approaches the duchess and says, This will
not do. You cannot push other people aside to show
your artwork; they also have a place here.

She glances at him, wrinkles her nose, and says
“there’s plenty of space; put them somewhere else.”

They begin to discuss (or argue), and Anni,
uncertain of what she should be doing, looks to the
child. “Hey sweetie; would you like to play a game? ”

Phoebe nods and comes over to her. “What kind
of game?’

“A string game!” Anni says, and pulls out a length
of cord tied in a circle, and shows her how to make
shapes with it. Phoebe claps her hands and laughs
when Anni makes a broom, then a bowl and plate,
then a spider-ladder.

She pulls out another length of cord and starts
showing Phoebe how to do some of the shapes, when
her mother notices her.

“Phoebe! What are you doing?’

“I'm playin a string game!”

“Who is that?”

“This is the string lady!”

Anni bows low. “Anni Joutsen, your Grace; she
murmurs.”

“This is Anni the String Lady,” Phoebe repeats,and
the duchess laughs.

“Anni the string lady, hmm? ” Phoebe just nods
and shows her string, which is on its way to being a
tangled mess.

“Shés teaching me to make a magic broom! Out
of string! ” The string gets caught on her thumb and
she says"“Ow!”

Anni starts to reach to unhook it, and then looks
up at the duchess, worried that she ’s overstepping,
but the duchess just nods at her. Apparently having
her daughter’s goodwill is a mark in her favor, and
Anni disentangles the string and helps Pheobe start
again from the beginning.

Bari is looking at her, arms crossed, tapping his f oot.

The duchess sighs, and says| suppose | can...
shift this one over, and fold these two so only the
centers are showing..”

She squishes her display down to... only twice the
amount of space she’s supposed to take, and Anni
squeezes into a space about half what she should
have, but that's all right with her — she really doesn't
have many pieces, and she doesft expect them to get
much attention next to, sigh, whole tapestries.

Inciting Event

JRU WKH oUVW ORRS
that kicks off Act 3. It 's the same in every loop.

The Magician —Major arcana = a festival,
ceremony, or party .

The opening ceremony of the arts pavilion the next
morning —once most of the artists have their wares
displayed, Bari makes a short speech at the front
entrance, and people from the faire start to comei n
and look at everything.

The wares being displayed here are not being
sold; these will be judged, but there will be a few

‘'Ubz D FDUG WR Gl

GD\V GLVSOD\ oUVW DQG WKH DUWLVWYV

and business arrangements with the viewers.

Bari goes around all sections of the pavilion,
talking with each of the creators.

Anni notices that he 's encouraging to a lot of
apprentices with mediocre but promising work, and
disdainful of some of the master artisans whose wor k
looks like it has stagnated.

He offers praise to the Duchess; her skill and
passion are both evident in her work and the way sh e
talks about it. He praises Anni's work, and notes that
the silver thread must 've been expensive for her to
acquire, and that she’d be able to make great works
with more quality threads and fabrics.

...Next isAct 3, The Turn, in which Anni discovers
FRUSVHV RI Rl WKH "FWoDyJtbeF W H U V
othersaren’ W OHIW RXW $0O0
protagonist die in each loop. This is a horror game ,
remember?)

To be continued next issue.

Comments on E&A #6

This month, | had time in the post -holiday quiet to
read most of the issue.

Cowman Baloney Face #3— Matt Stevens

Thanks for the Top Secret game plan diagram —very
interesting, as that’s a genre | don’t normally play . (I'd
seenTop Secret but it’s one of the boxed games |
never even looked at, much less played.) (No dragons?
No space ships? No mutants? Not interested. Plz
ignore the Boot Hill sessions in junior high school ;
the group went back to D&D and Star Frontiers
pretty soon after that.)

| suppose | need to get around to reading The
Elusive Shifsomeday. It's on the ereader. It’s just.
There's so much else on the ereader.

RYCT Myles Corcoran: | think most of the OSR
movement is less about admittedly archaic mechanics

'R

FKDUDFWHUYV
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and more about not wanting mechanics to get in the In practice, most tabletop RPGs contain
way of the “convince the GM that you have a Clever elements of all four, and ther&s obviously a fair
Plan” approach to problem -solving. bit of overlap at the edges (including wrapping
RYCT Lisa Padol, heist games: Reatorld bank around from top to bottom —d can look a lot
heists often didn 't work, not because the heist went like ain certain contexts!), but every game is
wrong, but because it’V . YHU\ GLeFXOW WR Y D QuypicallyZbikg ko assume that yolre primarily
the cash, set up a new life far enough away, and NO T aiming for one of them, or else switching
spend the money in a way that results in needing to between a coupleinawelGHoQHG ZD\ H J
do it again in six months or a year. playing-piece mode in combat versus actor mode
A single well-planned heist (err, before the in downtime, to cite a common one).

modern era of cameras-everywhere, ID-neededto-
buy-train -tickets, etc.) could set up a small team for a rules are unconsciously written with that in mind.

long time. Could be the one big rush of money they ;
HHG WR o[ WKHLU SUREOHPV VNL&S ersandth%GMW'”%neﬁiweverquvzery
Q of %(3?}5[%33\ 19 SRR P X P WRrR xvH DFWR

life. The problem is, ability to plan & pull ofa h eist . . )
d i iiv include the skills to i ﬁ h protagonist approaches while you are in combat.
0es hot necessartly include the sKitis to ive off -cas “l can't stab him in the back! That 's dishonorable!”

while hiding where you got that cash, nor does it .
: hy . , will get frowns from some but a thumbs- up for
include ability to invest that cash so the money wo n't B L
, others for good RP. However, “I can't hit skeletons
run out. And a gang that pulls off two or more heists . 1
. . with a weapon —that’s disrespectful of the dead! |
has much higher chance of getting caught. )
, look around for a blanket or curtains to wrap them
You can, of course, check out the world’s greatest . . .
heist game. but | Lit lacks th molexit up in until we can get them to a priest to put them
49;63% a e.’ y suspec, acks the complexity to rest” will NOT be lauded as excellent roleplaying.
you're hoping for. There’s also the Leverage TTRPG . . L .
Especially if you didn’t warn the other players in

but | have never clicked with Cortex. Also, it's ,‘ ” ,
. advance that there are some “monsters” you won 't be
currently out of print, although | expect PDFs are -
willing to attack.

avaglable in the usgal places. (I'd like to enjoy Cortex; " KDYH DOVR IRXQG LW D ELW WURXEC
I miss all the fun dice.) . A . .
out where the roleplaying goes in things like Blades in

Quasipseudoludognostication #7 — Patrick the Dark. You have rolled for the encounter, for
whether or how well you succeeded... now | 'm

That latter example is very common for D&D, and the

Riley supposed to RP? Or,’'m supposed to do the RP to set

Re: Games that require roleplaying, or systems that up the plan —sweet-talk the guards, bribe the butler,

encourage it — make friends with the teenager wandering around
BURNRSHW] DW 7XPEOU KDG D W Hldri¢ L-eaRd $hBnviWwrels & ngl@ tdll to see if you

back about four approaches to TTRPG roleplaying VXFFHVVIXOO\ LQOOWUDWHG WKH FDVWC

It feels like there 's a rhythm to the game |
haven W 0JXUHG RtXallif that- B ‘©m missing
something” or “this takes a very different approach ”
or just “l don't actually like this game structure. ”

In a nutshell, there are four basi¢stances a
tabletop RPGs rules can assume that players are
going to have toward their characters:

a. My character is me in a funny costume, and '
I'm going to do whatever | myself would do in Firedrake’s Hoard #5 — Roger Bell_West
that situation, if | somehow happened to be

) RYCT Myles Corcoran re Creative Commons & Al: My
an elf wizard.

_ . understanding, as an amateur copyright law

b. My chf';\racter is a role that rm playing, and DoFLRQDGR ZDV fEe0idgplatd iMoH CMATA]
! m.gomg to do whatever I.th|nk th_at . image generators is entirely legal, based on the same
notional person would do in that situation. princté_gles that allow Google search to work (which

¢ _0\ FKDU D FWHU L\_/ D oFWLRQDO I?a%J X%Rtl%;ﬁ(:% lrthWaiFa'§lga\ét|?\Nice) and si milar
life I'm narrating, and 'm going to do situations.

whatevgr | think would make for the most Creating a copy for analytics purposes is legal.
compelling St‘?ry' . ) Acquisition of the content is still subject to legal
d. My character 'S a pIaymgp@ce Ina game review, hence the Anthropic lawsuit settlement.
that I'm playing, and Im 90'”9 to do And what's actually done with the use of the
whatever scores the most points. content after it ’s fed into the analysis machine,
whatever that is, is also potentially subject to re view.
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It’'s my amateur, not -adawyer opinion that
Creative Commons licenses, other than CCO
attempting to release something into the public
domain (...it’s complicated), are not relevant for Al
purposes.

Feeding the content into the Al blender: No
problem, regardless of license.

2. Releasing public content based on stuff fed into
the blender: All CC licenses require “BY
attribution, and none of the Al bots will tell you a
damn thing about where they got their data. If
the Al uses CC content and builds output based
on it, that 's no different from build ing output
based on a movie or book or game currently in
production with its copyrights strictly protected.

Is that allowed at all? Is Al -gen content a fair use of
the source material? We'll have to watch the next

IHZ \HDUV RI FRXUW VKHQDQLJDQV

licenses don't change the base principles here,
because theyre all requiring something that the Al
machines are not equipped to provide.

Twisting the Rope #7 —Myles Corcoran

| have not tried many non -journaling solo games, by
which | mean, games where you roll 2 for success/
failure, or yes/no answers. | have some, and
intentions to try them; I 'm still getting the hang of
“draw a card and narrate the results based on this
interpretation...”

| don’t have a good setup for this. | have limited
table space, and | keep wanting solo ttrpgs to be

10

live-action show The Untamed (abbreviation CQL
from the Chinese version, which | can never
remember the words for). A lot of Chinese media are
known to fans by abbreviations of the Chinese words ;
many of the characters are known by 2 - or 3-letter
abbreviations based on the characters that form their
names. LWJ is Lan Wangji; WWX is Wei Wuxian; Xie
Lian is XL (from a different story), etc.

Ronin Engineer —Jim Eckman

| am not sure it 's reasonable to call a game published
LQ \thiKdheneration ” of anything. Bushido
may have the kind of system that 3rd gen OSR uses,
but | don 't think it was a 3rd gen thing on its own.

An Unlooked For Zine #6 — Lisa Padol

| was also impressed with Wake Up, Dead Man’d
IWE-FQ vg)ogi%d tﬁ:& i\t,\yvas,/ggérw tgidg one of those
“we solved everything... except this One Tiny Detail
which is a Mystery we 're leaving open as potential
Divine Intervention. ” Nope, everything worked out in
proper murder -mystery style —but it couldn 't have
been solved without Father Jud’s faith and devotion.
Blanc would never have been able to earn the trust
needed to get the details. He might 've been able to
sort out most of who did what, but he would never
have known why.

The Estate of False Grif n Point — Limli the
Librarian

| enjoyed the adventure module, which | believe |

RIpPLQH VHW WKH FRPSXWHU DzD\ ey agapifordcsRRRS ¢ hpten(kate has the issuef

table with character sheets, rulebooks, dice, etc —and

then realize that actually | don 't enjoy taking notes
by hand anymore. | want a keyboard to keep track of
what happens, and if | 've got that, why not a PDF
character sheet where | can type in changes as they
happen, and ooh hey | could have a map program, or
at least a map to look at and put down dots o n for
where |'ve been...

Maybe someday after | get my room cleaned up
and organized (hah) | will have a dedicated TTRPG
table, with a laptop focused on gaming and half the
table open for cards/maps/character etc sheets.

Reddened Stars #5— John Redden

RYCTM: MDZS is Mo Dao Zu Shi, the Chinese book
(..or series, it's complicated) translated to Grand -
Master of Demonic Cultivation, which inspired the

Or fair dealing. Or other exemption. Hey, where are the Al
servers located, and what copyright law is in effec t for them?

“no resource tracking ” —have to decide what to do
about anything that costs money. It probably

becomes an Overcome roll based on Resources in Fate
Core/Condensed, or maybe a Careful approach in
Accelerated.) fve had some practice converting D&D

spells to Fate; most of themare “LQpLFW DQor$VSHFW

“create an obstacle that needs to be Overcome,”
potentially with some measure of bonuses.

Going to be Ad-Libbed #5 — Avram Grumer

S5H 6XSHUKHURHYV 0JKWLQtkckett:FDXVH WK

Whoever theorized that has not read any superhero

IDQoF 2YHU LQ RXU FRUQHU RI WKH FUH

believe superheroes screw all the time, with anyone
momentarily consenting, because they are all living
the “we could die any time " lifestyle. High adrenaline,
high risk; high mobility; take your pleasures where

2 Roll dice, draw a card, remove a block from the tow er, spin a
wheel, whatever. Use a randomizer to get results.



Shiny Math Rocks #4 +ebruary2026

you can because you or they may not be here
tomorrow. (Superman ’s type has been stated as
“sentient and not currently engaged in a major
crime.”) The one exception is usually Batman, which
makes him neurotic as hell. (Of course, the plot of the

11

out, who will avidly watch the new series, start

PDNLQJ IDQoF DQG IDQDUW DQG JR ORR

communities about that...
And discover that the biggest pairing in HP
fandom is Harry/Draco (“ But they hate each other!

IDQoF LV RIWHQ VRPHRQH EUHDN L QThafskab dbXsivi réfatioRsHipl "), with a strong

neuroses and getting Batman laid.)

Re: Tactical games: Therés a large crowd that
insists no PbtA game can be “tactical” because therés
no hex map or grid involved in the combat
mechanics.

RYCT Roger Bell_West-yep, there it is: The claim
that “tactical” in TTRPG means'battlemap required.”

RYCT me: | hate you. | hate you. | hate you.

No, as far as | know, there is no Subgenius BoB
game... yet. There just arert that many of them .

Now | have a new project. | am gonna have to

showing by Harry/Snape, which is not far from being
overtaken by Harry/Voldemort.

(JKRS continued celebrity status is horrible, so |
am going to enjoy the hell out of the shocked disma vy

ofher QHZ IDQV ZKR EHOLHYH IDQoF QHHG

the character assumptions from the canon setting.
And that it needs to depict plausible, ethical, mor ally
decent relationships that you would be happy to hav e
as neighbors.)

I have also been enjoying the League of Regrettable
Superheroesvriteups and have been tempted to go

0QG P\ FRSLHV RI %RRN RI WKH 6 X EcrdMing ¥xoubhQp@blic domain comics to write up a

Revelation X and The Stark Fist of Removal and
whatever slackanalia | can track down on bootleg
PDF sites and put something together.

| hate you.

In other topics: Part of why our Wanderhome
prep took forever was because we were short on
people, so we could take a couple of extra sessionsto
just poke through the rulebook together and get a
sense of how this works. We also agreed that it 's
likely to have some awkward and slow moments but
it looks like there could be real magic here and we
ZDQW WR 0QG LW

The huge number of natures hasn't been a
problem because, so far, we're not assigning them to
people. It's been useful to have a large number to
draw on to describe locations —to say this town/mini -
region/site has these 3 natures; you can interact w ith
any of them. And for our location writeups in Roll2 0,
we’'re listing all the details for each nature: The ba sic
description, the “this place can always...; the two
aesthetic elements we (1) chose, and the folklore f or
each place—randomly chosen so far, with “something
of your own choosing ” either being something | 'm
bringing in from Glitch, or left to the other playe rs
when we get to that place.

Denizens of the Library #6 — Brian Rogers

RYCT Lisa Padol: While | would very much like JKRs
media empire to collapse and for her to hit the sam e
instant obscurity and outcast status that Neil Gaiman
is facing, there’s also a part of me looking forward to
the new HBO remake of the Harry Potter series.
Because there will be a swarm of new fans who grew
up vaguely aware of HP but were too young to read
the books or even see the movies when they came

pack of superheroes in my game of choice.
Probably Champions; GURPS is not good for
Supers. Thereare a few Fate supers adaptations; | like

:HDULQJ WKH &DSH EXW WKDW RQH UHTX

origin type —no aliens, no deities, no beings-from -
other-planes, and no true gadgets.

Age of Menace #244— Brian Christopher
Misiaszek

RYCTM: My two Black Loti (one is signed) are in very
much not -mint condition. We played without card
covers (card covers did not exist when we started, or
rather, nobody was using them for MTG; they were
for sports trading cards). He mentioned when he
signed it that most Lotuses he saw were in one of
two conditions: Pristine mint, or “much loved.” Min e
are in the “much loved” category. They are from the
Revised edition, not Alpha or Beta, and | have no

VSHFLoF SURYHQDQ Fsisigi&urg.Haldol\ 5XVK

have a small handful of moxen and dual lands, not a
complete set of either. My single purchase of an

$UDELDQ 1LJKWV ERRVWHU JRW PH $OL |

to say that | have a very nice slush fund in collec tible
cards, should | sell them someday, but they are not
“buy a house” levels of value.

Accidental Recall #6 — Joshua Kronengold

Sorry to hear you lost your job; job hunting sucks,
and | am hoping to stay at mine (I 've been here 3
years) for the next several decades. (Our union group
may be tiny and weak, but it is a union, and as suc h
we’re immune to the erratic “oh sales are down;
you’ UH D O Cewvehidtiiat | 've faced in the past.)
AFIAK we dorit hire coders or | 'd look for openings;
but we mostly hire actuaries & analysts for health &
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UHWLUHPHQW EHQHOW SODQV 30 X Vrol (BePdice), abd/Whatevar Dugnbeviuds dpHoesn 't

me, but | believe those jobs are all frozen for now .
RYCT Myles Corcoran & Brindlewood Bay—I

hadn’t thought of having a mystery game where the

SOD\HUYV

matter — you take half damage.”
RYCT Brian Misiaszek—Violin vs Fiddle: There are
a lot of short videos about “what’s the difference?”

NQRZ WKH PXUGHUHU LWKDOW DQFRODPB® PXNLFLDQ oUVW SOD\L

WU\LQJ WR 0JXUH RXW KRZ WKH\ G LaGldsiMalp@e@, tidh ZerdoRngrtiel shilt, openi ng a

enough details to bring them to justice. But that ’'s a
“maybe later” issue; | am considering running
Brindlewood Bay, and | will note that it ’'s important
to tell the players “you need to be building a theory
of what happened as you go, and adjust it every tim e
you get a new clue” —that they can 't just collect
clues, and then sit together and try to put together
the story. (They technically can; there 's no penalty for
that, but it 'll be a lot harder to incorporate all the
clues at that point.)

| suppose | need to try running it to see if the
built -in retirement of characters bugs me. On initial
view, | am annoyed that there is no way to run a
Holmes/Marple/Bones/Scooby Doo etc. longstanding
campaign —that the Crowns are one -time uses and
when they 're gone, your character is done. Although |
suppose you could have a longstanding Murder
Mavens club, with some people retiring, or dying, o r
leaving Brindlewood as new members join them.

| am planning on putting together an
Untamed/MDZS modern-AU Brindlewood Bay module.
A cultivator from a local Buddhist temple ( “Cloud
Recessesif I' m running it for fans; “Deep Cloud

Haven” LI , QHHG WR oOH RII WKH VHU

getting married to a man soon, and in searching their
archives for support of same -sex marriages, hés
found some disturbing info, and he believes his
mother may have been murdered 20+ years ago. Hés
come to the Murder Mavens because he doesn’t want
a messy, disruptive police investigation for something
that may not even be a murder. But he ’d really not
like to include his mother’'s murderer in his weddin g

FHUHPRQ\ VR SOHDVH EDQ WKH\ oBWSiEnpcaigdy

happened?

I have a list of 9 suspects, although Lan Xichen is
very much a stretch and would likely fall under
“accident” rather than murder. Two options are not
technically suspects. (Maybe it's not a murder at all,
just iliness or something like that. And maybe she just
escaped.)

RYCT Lisa Padol and sanity rolls: No player would
(effectively) argue that “P D NH D-tras ®ll to
detect the hidden needle” means “well, | only have to
roll the dice; it doesn’ t mean | have to roll under my
skill level.” “ Make a sanity roll ” doesn't mean “roll the
dice and compare the result to your sanity stat ”; it
means “succeedat a sanity roll. " “Make a saving
throw against poison for half damage” does not mean

beer and playing a bluegrass piece. There are veryfew

that play the same piece in the two different style s,

but | found two:
x Difference between Violin and Fiddle in One Note
x If Vivaldi Played the Fiddle

Everyone else
RAEBNC.

Not-E&A Comments: RPG Dating
Services; Dungeons as Colonialism

From Domille on Bluesky:

I:I_Ww Domille {She/Her)

= @domille bsky, social

+ Follow

Seriausly, is there a service for this?

Luck
Q...

“I'd love to play d&d, I've just never

been able to find a group”.

We have ten trillion dating sites but
no DnD group matchmaking
services??? Yo. We need Tinder but
for finding a DnD party.

There are a few places where you can search for
groups —or more accurately, search for a GM/game
WR MRLQ 7KHUH LV QRWKLQJ IRFXVHG F
players with similar interests so you might chat, p ick
a GM, and play together.”

7KHUH DUH D IHZ DQFLHQW SOD\HU JU
websites where the main detail is “where are you
Y Wlowed by “which games do yo u
play?” (I found my long -running GURPS group
through one of those.)

None of them address style of play. Most of them
have a checklist of games, so they include a few
dozen of the most popular, and maybe an “other”
option.

Startplaying.games is “paid GMs offer their
services.” It had a big boom during Covid lockdown
and is now scrambling to make money, because once
LWV *0V 0oQG WKHPVHOYHVY D UHOLDEOH
scheduling through SPG and just connect with their
players in Discord or whatever. (Their cut went from

W R last year, and GMs and players both
twitched about that. Also, they apparently take the ir
percentage out of tips as well, which is illegal.)
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Reviews on SPG are subject to GM challenge- these things described the dungeon aspace, like
you can leave a negative review, but it might be a city, well then it wouldn’t be a dungeon.
removed if the GM can argue to the site owners that

He points out that a “tomb” dungeon involves grave -
robbing; that a “temple” is (or was) a place of
worship,“ GHPRQLoHG WR PDNH LW DFFHSWZEC
conquer.”
He nicely articulates what I've felt for years but
KDGQ W 0JXUHG R XWatdteiZz VR VD\
something innately disturbing about the whole

i i , ) dungeon-crawl focus of most fantasy games, that it
although I've heard some valid points about GMing a s . . . . .
does not survive consideration as an ethical lifest yle.

an educational skill; | can see *teaching people to play That to make it ethical to loot tombs, raid wizard

*
°3*Vy DV D UHDVRQ D E O H. DSSURDF Ktov'&esrs[,)gngﬁll tlh% Pesi\é/eﬁtls'gf every temple that
week RPG workshop” or something like it.

5R0OO0 HW KDV D k G D JDPH v;/?(lcon'gev%/%oblin Worshipperﬁ, you need a whole lot
Q . ° Q . Y of vgy compﬁagwor%cfélﬂ_iﬁéfng in the background.
the GMs put as much (or as little) description ast hey

L . Otherwise, the characters are just murderhobos, 3
want, and each game has a mini-discussion forum.

. ) ) wanderers who kill “things” (...often people) that
This is mostly used for things like “I can’t make . . .
o . : inconvenience them, or that they can get paid for
Thursday; how solid is the date” or “here’s my

PR : . B killing.
character idea” and thg QM saying either sour.1ds Re: Murderhobos — there are any number of
good; I'll send you an invite” or “um, | do not thi nk

. . N articles online about how to spot them & avoid them
your owlfolk nun warlock is going to work in this

, in games, how GMs can craft their games to
Brindlewood Bay game.” (I cannot tell you how much . .
) , discourage murderhoboing, etc. Very few note that
| wish | were making that up.)

the entire “dungeon” approach of many D&D games
The main R20 forums are very limited in topics; g PP y 9

results in all the ch aracters beir{Q murderhobos: They
WKHUH LV QR kVRFLDO 0QG SOD\HU}{a(/ ROH D%% SRV W Rge .

no permaneht homes; they wander around in
WKDW WRSLF ZLOO EH UHPRYHG (YH LI

. i " small grou\p|§,>I(oo(l)<i9gQOr%h(?ngDs\g(_)| erder or steal
GMs you like by connecting through a game —it's ) . . .
Only, as Radmad’s article mentions — it's not called
hard to keep track of them later; you have to

i “murdering and stealing” when it's a dungeon
remember to share contact info so you can chat u N ) .
tside of R20 Nobody” owns that treasure; please ignore the
outside 0 ' sentients who live in this “abandoned” tomb (which

Sick of These Fucking Dungeons by Radmad IS t0 say, no longer managed by the people who
created it, not that nobody lives there). It's not

it's not valid.

Players are not reviewed. There's no way for GMs
to spot a troublemaker in advance, nor to say “this
person is great at roleplaying but weak on tactics” or
vice-versa.

...Someday I'll probably write a+ant an article
about paid GMing. Short version: | am not in favor,

radmad.substack.com/p/sickof-these-fucking - “murder” if it's “kill the non- humans that are
dungeons— "HF preventing yo u from grabbing the holy items in this
This article discusses “dungeons” as they exist in temple dedicated to an evil deity.” And so on.
fantasy rpgs, and how they exist to allow The more distant | get from D&D, the less sense
depersonalized violence. the classic adventure modules make to me. At best,

they work as exercises in warfare: “The Evil Empire is
at our borders; we need to take out their new keep” |
can understand. Whether or not the empire is “tr uly

What do you think of when you picture a dungeon?
A tomb? A temple? A collection of rooms? A grid?

The dungeon is categorized as a place to be evil,” | can accept “gotta kill them before they ki 1l us.”

traversed. It has locations that house things to Ki But many of the modules or GM -created

and/or things to steal. It has distances that tax adventures | see are, “deep in the hills is an ancient

your supplies. It has traps and hazards to impede WRPE IXOO RI WUHDVXUH JXDUGHG E\ Z
your traversal. Much ink has been spilled trying to with spider monsters, with a lich -king at its center.

make dingeons makesense Ecologies, economies, Dare you brave its dangers to win its prizes?” as i f it

housing, etc. But they do notindungeonthe space. were a kind of circus game or sports arena.

Ecologies exist to be disrupted. Economies exist to ...Whose tomb? Who's the rightful heir to that

be exploited. Housing exists to hold things to killf treasure? | suspect it's not Gorkaar the Bold and

Fleswip the Sneaky.

5 KWWSV 77ZZ JHHNQDWLYH FRP



Cowman Baloney Face
The Neverending Saga #4

Screwing Up the Planet for a Quarter Millenia
by Matt Stevens
8 Hillside Avenue, Goldens Bridge, NY 10526
kent.allard.jr@gmail.com
(Artwork by Me and William O'Brien )

I’m working on this instead of following the news. Good god!
Switching from Garramond to Calibri this issue. The federal governr
banned Calibri for being “woke” -- it’s too easy to read -- so | see no
reason not to try it.

The Dungeon Master as Dick (IgTheme)

This is from another D&D 3E campaign in the 20B0gwas the DMWyeth played Lemec, a gnome
wizard;Ben A « d}E]C u U Z }ere EE® Z o(r S E VP E ~%}ESE ]S5
human cleric.

Ping may have been the best Dungeon Master | ever had. One reason he was so good is that he wa:
a bit of a dick to his players. Nio much } ( ] 1l rrZ A ev[§ upv ZI]v DU I]Joo]\
characters for stupid reasons -- but a minor one. Munchkin games were lil&athganchise; Ping’s

were like Coen brother movies.

For example ... | joined his 3E Erathia campaign when the PCs were in their mid-teens, level-wise. T
W e Z l]oo Z}o & ]v A }lu%o £V SZ SE uyE& Z V O
Lemec went to check in.

D ~W]JvPeW ~KZU §Z A 1o .00 A]3Z KE + v}AX_
> Uu ~tC $ZeW ~Z & Ius 3Z SE uE M_

DW ~/[u (E ] ]8[« P}v X_

>u W A JAMI dZ % ]S A o Q0] %JJ tZ 8 1 8Z C *% v ]38 }vIM
DW ~ ZU (PEV]SUE U ESU Iv] I lv leU 8Z & «}ES }( §Z]vPX_ ~t
KE o0}AveXs

Lemec gave up, disgustedly ca&svudkillon the orcs and we moved on.

>8§ EGU uC o E] < E]JSZ P}S % E *YP Heroesl,’lée?asﬁtﬂhat@levd,]the‘ (E
+ 8¢ Alpuo 0 8 00 CX /v }v e ee]lv /[ o] A <Z}po o000 Z A §Z

D ~W]vPeW "E} C}p }Vv[SJ z}|Herpes[BeastC C}u S
< E]SZ ~u W "tZC A}po v[S§ /M / P § S} S5 ]5 (}J& (E J_
DW "E}% U C}u Z A 8} § oo u Z Yu X_
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dZ & L U Az v A E W]JvP A}lpo « C ~"8Z v £ CY_/ Alpo E -
dZ S u ve / 5 Y _ ~ U% BHABROESCFHASIE I drédve him crazy, but that was kind
of the point.

}

% }]vs < E]SHam &4 06
}

< §Z Jve v oC %}A E(po iXi A E-]}v
v]vs AZ]sS & P}vU - S

S }v a :
S v A 0 %}E&S S8} Z]e A X dz .PZS
E]SZ ~u N/ 3§ ) )
EJ]C u ~ VveW " %} ZJu A]SZ uC o}vP-A}E X_
~W]vPeW Ze¢]PZeZ " 00 E]JPZSU Z [ X

t AE JVPE Spo YVP }uE+ oA « AZ]Jo W]VP E}oo H% SE pE

D ~W]JVvPeW AAYY dZ &[e i11UIIT }% % EU 06UiIii *]JoA EU 6ii P}o L
> U ~tC §Z*W A" E 8Z }]ve e % E S U 3 0 *5M_
DW ~"E}U 8Z C[E u]& §}P 8Z EU Jv  ]P %]o X_

(U % vv] oX t Z v} JvE & & v +Z]

AV A AV 87 <ulA o vE )
Ue*}A (Jpuv *¢}u v EC A EA . v §}o §Z

(JE U611 'W E A E
nothing wagered, nothing gained.

Corrections/Context for Last Issue

ng Scary Daveaid that the Whale Whore encounter was at a dockside warehouse, not a castle,
AZ] Z u SZ uv P E[* }v oue]}v 0]©0 u}E& €& -<}v o0 X W}]vs

, u}@E §Joe IS AZCA AE SZE v AZSA AE *pkh%
E M oo/ Euu & ]JUA EE o Jv « AZ}E v I|]Joo <}u

My D&D Replacement

Brian Rodger$as been telling us about his revisions of basic D&D, so | thought I'd talk about my own
D&D-style game.

ITA v AJEI]vP }v 18 He UC u% ]JPve .3 AIA GE oC A]szZ ~ X
ested in mythology and folklore than Tolkienesque fantasy (even though mythology and folklore were
d}ol] v[e Jve%]@E Y}veU v uC o 3 (A u% ]Pve Z A V JVve% | E

v 8Z Ju% v]}ve }( D}Z uu X =~ ]1v[3 A}YEI A oo A]3Z u =+ D }C

A} ITA A}EI]JVPU *0}A0oCU }v uC }Av «Ce3 uX Z 8Z E 8Z v P} 3Z@E}
talk about some of the ideas behind them.

The Standard Six

&E}u §Z A EC PJvv]vPU A EC ¢JvPo v A ZW' Z « Z Tunngls E v:
and Trollss} s} CX / }v u 0]*S }( Jo]SC ¢« }& v u-e (E}u -00 §Z
YIvU v P}8 8} }JA E Tii (JE / viv 8Z %E&}i §X
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/| Avg §) E | Al§Z §Z]* A1 C & SE ]Y}JVX DC P u Z « «]& Jo]V¥
}veYSuY}ivU /v8 oo]P v U t]e }Ju v Z E]Jeu X

dZ JE u Vv]vPe v pe « AJoo 0]©o0 ]+ & v8U §Z}uPZX
Strength determines both damage and resistance to damage
S E]8C ]* 8Z }u 3rP} 38U ¢ }u 8§ ] E *}oA TWHSZ }u
Fisted Tales
JveYS3puYIv ]v] 8§« vUE Vv U AZ] Z ] *% v 8} } P Vv % &E
Vv 8} 8 e% 00° V He *% ] 0 Jo]Y -
Ivs o0]P v ]e pe e Jv '"hZW" W /S[e SZ * (}& u}esS vivr }u
t]e JuJv] 8 «IviAo P U % EY po EoC }( *}3 E] X
Charisma represents favor with the gods.

So in this game, Intelligence would be the key score for rogues; wisdom for wizards; and charisma fo
divine agents.

"§ 8§« (E 00} 3 W z}p 8 ES A]SZ « }E ¢ }( 6 v ZU v Z A 19
AlSZ u AEAJupu « }E& « }( ioX Z oAo L E i*S C}uP ST %}]vsSe §}
can be more than double another.

Favor and Fate

There’s a long standing debate whether or not DMs should kill PCs. For this game | take a middle po
]YIVW W e LE BZ ]E ]JA]lv &XANEY®UV]AIuUS & A}E %}]vse E

rr «§ EYVP 8§ , r6 (JE u}ed8 W err v 8Z DI %< SE | }( 8Z uX
gets valuable magic items or other favors from the gods.

Some characters have preordained fates. Theyoraydie through that preordained fashion, but they
H]o H% N vY¥r& AYE_ AZ v 8Z C « %o §Z C }S$Z E®u veU v ]
their fated end approaches.

Characterscan alsmrse  Z }3Z U AZ] Z u ve $3Z C }VA ES 3Z |E & A}
one else. Obviously their curses only work if they have Divine Favor to spare.

Spells and Skills

| don’t want a system where everyone casts spells, liké&raldeQuestBut | also don’t want magic

oJul]d 38} v EE}A 0 e o }( "e% 00 3 E*X > P ve E .00 A]S
E VY}veU v 8Z wu]lvrolAlvP ( 8« }(o Pv EC A EE]}E-U v [

So in my system, magic comes from skill mastery. The best musicians can enchant listeners with the
upe] V.52 PE S S o leu]SZe ul uP] A %}veV §Z EE}A- }( L
}JEvV E+ v *SE]l upoY %o Vv u] X vC eu8 ] vsoC A v °lJoo ]

Z E 3§ Ee 5 ES A]JSZ 06 «lJoo WE}. ] v] U =« }v SZ |& P E}
PS§eSZu v ASE -l]oo %}]vsU v ]J( SZ JE& t]s }u ] }A & 11U SZ
%o}]vSeX "% 00 ¢ E]% Y}ve 0}}l o]l SZ]W
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Part the Land

>A 06 €E Z ECI| "o]JvP &]PZYVP | "% @ErdZE}A]JvPe

Z CCIHE A %}vU %}]vs 18 ]v 8Z JE VY}v Clu A vs 8} SE A o
clear out of your way. A safe, walkable path, as long as your weapon’s maximum range, will open
before you.

A} §Z]e *% 00 E <M]E + &}8 0 }( 6 u +& E] » Jv §Z 0]+& <l]ooeX

Monsters and Mystery )
D}¢$S u}ves E+ & pvl<p v AEC Z E 8} llooX /8§ 81+ pY}vU ]
JME P v ]o]3CU 8} .v 8Z ]E *% ]. Apov E ]o]Y ¢ v ( § S

dZ « Apov E ]Jo]Y « A ECU (E}u *}L *%}Se Jv 8Z ]|E Eu}EU &} &
against certain weapons or opponents. This could lead to a new combat role, a “watcher” who studie
the monster to discover its weak points.

Quick Battles, Real Blood

" tu S Je (5 v Z E} U pus 8Z Z]S %}]vsS eCe+S u ]* Z]PZoC
Jv] 8- 0}} C P «Z }&E *% E § } P X/ Avs 38} ]JeYVPu]eZ 2
things moving.

Iv uC ¢C*S uU C}H *% Vv %}]vs }( vupuEv ~ e }v KEe S} } P
you run out of Endurance do you take real, physical damage, andhtintst It will probably take you

}us }( 82 .PzZSU v u C E «<u]JE o}vP § Eu & U J(]8 } ev[S I]oc
Comments E& A# 7

Patrick Riley

NN EC e ee oZ}u0 % E}Uu%S Vv ]vrZ E § E E VYIvY_ &}E u
PE 3 v}3 Z AJvP Ce v8 EC 8} CJ_ /8 e}uv e /EZ peYVPX [/ pv E
E}o %0 C]JvPU_ pus 18 ( o+ o]l 8z (}&E A(pv_ }( v 18 % ESC)

"tZ 8] "8 A €ESZ ¢ IM_ t oo ]8[c }FAT ueX = A o &7 1
termind behind the whole thing. COMPLAINTS

Michael Cule
N> o8 A I Clu I]Joo N 8 V] W }d4ust liReNHis.
While I'm NOT a good video gamer, | easily defeated Evil anc

S§Z }v, & ]8 poSCX "U%o%o}s 0C SZ ¢ o §}
endgame content but | felt I'd had enough.
"§ EYVP %o v E o E]%VY}v AlSZ |8. ullve
JE Sule%zZ & W /[ SZ]vlI }( ]S o]l A]-]Y ZV A
& $Z .Ee*S SZ]JvPe S}uE]*S A}lpo A E

few countries where you have to wear vacc suits or exoskelet

. , SWell. That's more like it!"
so the analogy isn't perfect.
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Avram Gramer
dZ @ A+ Vv}3Z E ~uv p3Z}E]l «d2] ZvP EE@E WX U]l u vC }( §Z
P ue®]8e ZW' 8 Sue u C }vs 8§ U pus ]88 €& <pJE& ¢« 'D v %}oC

IS+ S}} sz & & (,A o] ve Rqcky&BuljunikleAdW'MNT are the only ones
/| IV}A } (X KSZ EA]s A }po }lu]Jv D EA o v Jev C~v & Z]
for truly epic IP counts.

Lisa Padol

“The whole Dyas Pitar business makes sense to me.” That's good! No one doubts Dyas Pitar is cog
v3 Al3Z :u%]38 EX ~z}u }puo e« C Z]*3}E] o0 o]vPu]eY « e (}uv
(8Z GU C + W]S8 EM dZ [+ U}E *% po YA X

Joshua Knonengold
So sorry about the job loss. Best of luck to both of you.

ZWAYr&le3 H%% 3z E +U A]S8Z eu 00 ipe3u v8e ]Jv 8Z « }v
Z C[E S} ECP u o uvsU v }v[S o}vP ]Jv §8Z ~o0 EP oC <]Ju
(}E epn Z E]JP] « PE P Y}vX

< <N

/8]« SEU U/ A e Z %%C 3} A% E]Ju v A]SZ upv v Z E § E- \
played more than one of those sessionsd }r&]+3 Xd/dZe 3Z E A E v[§ VC ]Jeep
chanics; | don’t think we made a single die roll. Any problems were with the plot, or lack thereof.
'hZWARE E $Z A}po [A v .v U §}}X

Which is why I've concluded that these storygame mechanics are, well, unnecessary. I've found then
JVEEN*]A Vv pvZ 0% (poU AZ]o <Ju%o "eJupo Y}v]ed u Z v] e )
eSv S§Z C[E I]v }(v <o EC (}E& 'Dro ¢ %0 CU ps /[u v}s suCE
place. | feel as if everyone went down a weird road while | was gone and | have no idea what they’re
doing there.

Jim Vassilikos

>]e v 3 E+Z]% E % |EW dE-AAdH @ wPWVE SZUusP (E}u }u 3SU
§Z E& o0 A})Eo A Z]o e eu+ E (E}u }E Jv EC Al EEA nod@EqEMX /5 A
E % ]E*J Z v }u *Z]% E | }Ave v JUE Y &) EBBAE iU S}
which Serenity blows out in deep space and they need to scramble to survive.

Brian Misiaszek
AN o JEEC  tpuS A 1 J ) Z}% Clp v E}o]v .v Vv}S8Z EGU <«u ooC

Next Issue ) )
| Z}% SZ A}E&o0 Z ev[S P}O v u}veSE oC A}E&e C SZ Yu [ -
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$Q 8QORRNHG )RU =LQH

&RS\ULJKW /LVD 3DGRO
/LVD 3DGRO QG 6WUHHW $SW *' :RRGVLGHDAR FXUUHQWO\ VHOMLQJ HPSOR
HPDLO GUFSXQN#ODEFDWV RUJ RU GUFSXQN#JPDLO FRP
$00 FRQWHQWYV < /LVD 3DGRO KHDRQB % & FIRQ6/AH G LFPIQNH W
KWWSV ZZZ KXPDQVFRPPRQV RUJ OLEKIQRK HI5 OEF QW OADG HQ L HV BAHKOHR X \LKD R KWK H
WUDLQLQJ RU VRXUFH PDWHULDO RI DQ\ $, VIVWHP

1$77(5 , PHQWLRQHG WKLV WR %U\DQW 'XUUHOO Z
SDIJHVSBDUXPV ([FNRUWVDRWIKPH ZKR VDLG
‘H KDYH D WHQWDWLYH FDVW IRK WKH G\DKDSV* MRALW )X X IOHVVRQ IRU HDMMWM\M DV ZH
ZH 00 UXQ DW ,QWHUFRQ ; :H QHHG WRWRHPXIHEK PQGHWZHIDV D SOD\HUWLWMWKH WD
WKH FKDUDFWHU VKHHWYV EXW WWDWHDWRHIUKWW®R 8 R KAHLD SOPRHUV GR
ZH KDYH DQ LGHD RI ZKR V SOD\LQJ ZKRP
5HFHQW :DWFKLQJ
‘H YH ILQBYRBBUV R/ FIREDLIQ ZH ZHUH
SOD\WHVWIRUAGRW/ WKH 6HUS WL GHG2QO\ 0XUGHUV LQ WKH % XLO/KL@JIJVIERDVRQ
WR ILQLVK HYHQ DIWHU WKH SOZDWHVWLYHRD RIG HRYGIR® NVKOYNH PH DQG -RVK 7KL}
D ORW RI IXQ , FDQ W GR ZOLEWHIXSV IRARUW DR LDW ZMD EXLOGV RQ WHKHN\ SUHYLRXV
ZKLOH EHIRUH LW V ILQDOL]HG DQG SXEXORYKHGBDYH DQRWKHU VHDVRQFLW®XW D ORY
LFLQJ RU ZKDWHYHU PHWDSKRUWRX OLNH 1
, YH GRQH D 6HFUHW 6DQWD &RIMHD FWHVHOKKISWRUI I BMKVNVBIDVRQ DQGWKH LQWUL
7KLV LV D WKLQJ D JURXS RI IDDHR GV VWHWWBE® QG WR VHH ZKHUH WKH VKRZ DV D
, YH PDGH DOO RI WKH VKHHWVU\YH GROQHRFRKHUMH LPDJLQD
6WDU :DUV ODUS VHW GXULQJ WKH &ORQH :DUV XVLQJ )DW
$FFHOHUDWHG $IWHU WKH ILEVWQ WIOH RRIXUR) RARBXL RIRIEPWHG RQ D OLJKW QRYHO
IXQ DQG ZH UH UHDFKLQJ D QXPEHU RIRRMHINVYRIOKXPHYH RI WKH OLBIKW QRYHO
VKRXOG GHFLGH ZKDW WKH SUHRLVH RIOLKH @B UWH LARRPEHIR) GXULQJ WKH VHFRQG \
UDQGRP 3&V GRLQJ VKHQDQLJDQV G XU IWXRWXH L&D R WV KIHUM.UVW D QRs QIRAKV IDU R
DQG VWDUW FXUDWLQJ WKLQJV PRUH FIVXMIK@R\ WKH\ VNLSSHG WKH ILUVW OLJKW

'RXEOH YV 6LQJOH &ROXPQ &200(176 21 (9(5 $1' $121 ,668(

, WKLQN WKH UHDVRQ , SUHIHU GRXEOHOBV 7WB/9Y 1,68 B QKMIONH: KRUHV )OXEEHG URO
GRXEOH FROXPQV ELJJHU DQG HOWLHU WRDEHW® RPQORWRUHKH IRU WKH SOD\HUV |
RI FKRLFH EXW LW V KDUG WR PDMH D $DYRO HR G ROXRIQVYPDKDW PD\ HQFDSVXODWH
ZLWKRXW PDNLQJ LW KDUGHU WH UHDG JDWP WR PIRNHEIHW WHUJDQG ZRUDW LV WKDW
ZLWKRXW KDYLQJ LW UXQ RIl WKEHWFUHWYRZKLEOKDPDRRP\RI LQGLH JDPDMWW RGGV L
WKH FDVH LI RQH NHHSV LW DW LWV GHRIXOBRXD]G GHFLGH WKDW WKHLXWH[W JDP
:KDOH :KRUHV 7KLV LQ WXUQ PLJKW LQVS
5HFHQW 5HDGLQJ 'KRUHV JDPH GHVLJQ MDP RQ LWFK LR

7KH &RXQW R/ ORFRRQMW EQXHWAR EH GHAUHIGALDIWDP , ORYH WKLV NLQGLFNWWKLQJ |
, YH UHDG WKURXJK FKDSWHU DQG ZKDOHWRPHRNRONW ZEHQ VFHQDULR DXWKRU'
WKH UHDG DORQJ WKUHDG WKLQN WKH BKNUX\LWHFNUDWKH VFHQDULR )ABIFAR WKH GLI
6KDNHVSHDUHDQ DQG KLODULRXV , WEBR@K WA IP BRI AGHH HORZ DQG FKDOOHQJ|
WKXV IDU <RX VHH D JX\ GUHVVHG DV DUBVBEH¥WILZKROVDDVYH DOVR XVH¥YX¥YO UH EHW
WKH VRUW RI WKLQJV SULHVWR\DVB®\ <RXZUBV)RWKH SOOMNWZDQWYVY $IJDKQ WKHUH
\RXUVHOI ,V WKLV UHDOO\ D SULHVW" Rl VWRU\ JDPHV UDQJLQJ IURP BWHU\RQH .

WKH\ ZDQW WR XVH D UDQGRPL]HU EHFD X\
7TKH WKLARQUQGLQJ KLODULRXV LV 12 21( BDRHVYHHEH DOORZHG WR GR WKDW WR SD\
I[IURP UHDFWLQJ +LGH D UHDFWARQ VXOHLEXWHQRW KEDXMN VRPH RSWURQV , P IDLO|
1RSH

UH +HLVW JDPHV , P QRW VXUH KMRZ PXFK U
-RVK 1RW HYHQ WKH FRXQW" LQ DQ\JLYHQ JDPH EXW IRU ZKDW \RX UH G
OH (63(&,%$//< QRW WKH FRXQW WKLONAWKWD3IA PLIKW GR WKH WULFN ,W L

FRXUVH WULFN\ WR EX\ LLUF E®GGDXVH LW



ODUJDUHW :HLV GHFLGHG QRW WR UHQHI DWKH W EPH@WH Q¥WKMH JDPH %R@YWHWKH TXH
FDQ VKRZ \RX P\ FRS\ DWO/RPH [SR MKW 'BYWYV LQ WR D SURFHGXUDO SDUW RI DQ U
DQG RWKHU )RUJHG LQ WKH 'DWKN WD P HVURIONHE@\DDIOY RLVWQ@H , YH EXPSHG LQWR ,
JURRYHDVFER2 GRHV QRW GHVSLWH LW ERBRQIOXSWRHGOGNVNKH HDUO\ GD\V RI LQGLH US
KHUH KWWSV VWDUWSOD\LQJ JDPHV E®HRIL GRWMWY\ VRIPHWKLQJ , YH EXPSHG LQWR
KHLVW USJV RFHDQV KDFNLQJ GDUN RRHI\HERIMQ WKH 'DUN JDPHYV

UH VWDUVKLS UHSDLU UXOHV FKIDLQ WEKKIDW VDRGO\ YR BXILQLWHO\ KBIG VRPH US.
UHDOLVP , ZDQW )U H[ LI , P SO/D\HBW L EDFIS ®DERRYW KDSSHQHG' LQF 6 WHISKHZRPH
UDFHUV , ZDQW FDU UHSDLU PIMROWHQDUQRKRUP R GWUEDKDLYRHQ JDPH WKLV PLJKW EH
IHHO DM WD VW DQG WHBQRIKILWK VQRW OYRBHAO OLNH ,YR P\ 3& PRYLQJ WR SURWH
GD\ RU HYHQ D IHZ KRXUV Rl DRMWXDO FEZKRIJHSDLHDUGR®G DOWKRXJWWOVR UHFD
SODVWDU JDPW WR SD\ PRUH DWWHQWLBRYWR WRPHWKLJ , GRQ W WKLQN ,YR UHD
UHSDLU WKDQ 2ND\ \RXU HQJL® FRLOVEXHH QMR ERG QHQ YHQXA) BSPHY RWH
GLOLWKLXP DQG WKH QHDUHVW VRXUFRHNQRWQ IWKHNEQD PNWWGHIHQVLYH®@RDV SRV VI
EHORZ DQG WKH .OLQJRQV DUMLRXH/HEWBDMW WKB REKRERHDW RXW RI VRPH NLQG |
LWV JRYHUQPHQW WR DOO\ ZLW& WRHP ,Q, HRPWKHWDWBW&WWH DV KDUGHU WR GR UROH
JHW WKH WKLQJ WKH\ QHHG DQWG IWMKHQJWRH HELFEH¥\UHSON] DQG ZDV IDU PRUH FR
LQ DQG LW ZRUNV 2ND\ PD\EH WKH HQ RULQHIKW EBHERDQ , G H{SHFWHQJRWR KH JHQ
URXQGY DQG WKH 3&V QHHG WR EX\ WKHDPRX QLW H D6 RLIODIW & W [PARRXD GQWHUHVWHG
.OLQJRQ VKLS ILUHV RQ WKHP 9WWHWRRQ G WX B WP X O®R\QL RIQZF Y GHWDLOBYHRIOMYDYHO V
KDYH WR GHDO ZLWK VWDUWRLSBHSDLWKRXWKWPRU® , P EDVLQJ WKLV RQ D VLQJ
%BHERSLUHILOZIDQW <RX QHHG ; PRQH\V WRQVHWQ WKRIQ JDPH
WKLQJ WR IL[ WKH VKLS DQGXLDORXHWDNH WKLV MRE \R
LW UH $GYHQWXUHUV *XLOG &RQWLQXHG V\PS
VFKHGXOLQJ LVVXHV UH FUDQNLQJ XS WKH
UH $YUDP *UXPHU UH WHHQ \HDKN , WKEROOLRDWRZKLOROD HDUOLKO®KDQ \RX W
PRYLHV OLHG WKHUH V DOVR KFRQWL GXOXM :KHOD\WHWWKH SOD\HUV WR UHPHPE
6WUDQJH 6FKRRO 3%(0 &KULV 0XUUD\ LI®R ISMHFG M) RIKWMRORG DQG ZDWHU IRU VXF
WHHQDJHG ER\ ZLOO VD\ DQ\WWLQJ WHOOVBEQUHOWH RERKMXNIJUHH ZLWK \RIX WKDW K
DERXW DQ\WKLQJ IRU HYHQ D AKD/QFH RIDHWR/UQJ BEDMGDWWDFNHG WKHP DW WKH
FDPH DV D VXUSULVH WR ERWK -RVKXD .URQHQJROG DQG
0\OHV &RUFRUDQ GHVSLWH DO@® WKUHHJSOTHHU G KIDIWUHGERXW KRZ PDQ\ RI P\ SDJ
WHHQDJHG ER\V DW VRPH SRLQW UH 6Q¥¥JQ £BWRKH SDJHV ,W V [ ¥PDOOHU QXPE
VXUYLYHG EHFDXVH , P XVLQJ D PRUH GLIIRQHQW IRQV
/HH FKRVH Y%XWZD@WDSSHG DW SDJHV D
UH -RVKXD .URQHJJIBMNGRXU DVVHVVPHQW RDV QRZ EURNHQ7UD M RN KEWKXOKX
VW HBK 6AM GLFH YV UROHSOD\ IRU QHIJD@MAGRM/RQ2K \HV WKDW LV JROGHQ :KHQ
VFHQHV $K WKH HWHUQDO GLDO®RVXH RBBDHGW BGEMHPMHXWHKDW SXVKHV WROHSOD\ Z
WDON DQG FDQ EH PRUH GLDJHWLF RU GURHE EEG D EWH DXR\M
HYHU\RQH LV DV VPRRWK WDONLQJ DV WKHKH FEHPLIRWUENQRZV SUHFLVHO\ ZKDW V
ZK\
&/$5. 7,00,16 UH FUHDWLQJ D SUHKLVWRX\ 7KKHGHRXS , P ZLWK NQRZV KRZ WR UROH
REYLRXVO\ WKLV LV ZKDW *0VWRRWMHQ GR WW VIJDARVR BWKH)SDUWYV RI WKHDSURFHVV
VROR JDPHFRRVRESHQ\ Rl D QXPEHU RI WHOQMRWKGHARRG 6RAKIDHMBHVROYH WRNHQV Wi
JDPHV WKDW IRFXV RQ FUHDW VQKIDOIWKLVWR 02 RARWNPHIL@ HEXW DUH DOVR HDVLO\ L
FDQ WKHQ EH XVHG ZLWK D GLIIHUHQW V\VR®RVFBR{OWM QHG\G WKHP

3$75,&. 5,/(<UH $QDQ ,I , ZHUH JPLQJ DQGFARXUY W WKH IDFW WKDW , YWWEHHQ SOD\
DOVR IRUJRWWHQ $QDQ FRXOG IO\ , G SHREQGONKHDSBV\HW HDVLHU IRM PH WR ILQ
+P WKDW UHPLQGV PH Rl WKH WLPH P\ BRDGL & DAIRP HWKMQZHUHQ W DOUHDG\ ZRUNL
VLPLODU WKRXJK ZLWK OHVV GLUH FR Q@WRXOG® MHKDYRXNGBSW SOD\LQJ WKHVH JDP}
DFWXDOO\IXVKWYAMNHP" 2U MXVW WKH VHWWLQJ"
(LWKHU ZD\ DV VRPHRQH ZKR XVHG ELWZ*R5 % KHHH\DQEP%DUU\ FHOHEUDWH 6LU ,V
DQG VRPH RI WKH VHWWLQJ , DP LQWULHZMERQ V %LUWKGD\ LLUF ZLMWWHULJ QHZ W]
5DJQDURN , P VRUU\ \RXU FKDUDW®HU GLG
UH 3URFHGXUH LQ 53*V ,Q/WRRADFH JDPHVRD PRQ\OW WYL R}, PSRKIDIWEBDRIX O G
HYHU SOD\HG LW ZDV E\ HPDLOVW,HGDV DEW PRX\W HOMZRIDMW WKH OLQH DERXW WKH
LQ UROHSOD\LQJ WKDQ LQ WKHG@ERDUGJBMRMNUDQOIOL PWDIHWWLQJ KLV IDFH VODPPHG



0]JF]JVODYF] GRXEWLQJ RWKHUV RDQ LQ 2DFW HROLGFQRKX\WP BAKH EHVW WRW®&J , G KDG
QDPH UH PH UH ZRUVW OD\RXW GHFLVLRINVHWRI, ®DG D NLGQH\ VWRQH ZKLFK PD\ R
VIPSDWK\ WR WKH DXWKRU UHODWHG WR WKH WDVWH , WKKIQW LW GHS

LW V IODYRUHG ZLWK VRPHWKLQJ
, P JODG \RX UH ILQGLQJ P\ DGYLFH XVHIXO UH WKH
5HVLVWDQFH 7DEOH <HV , DOVR LQWHUGOOHJWBHIMXABL. ® 6LPRQ EDFN GRZQ ZKHQ
IRUPXOD UH <RJ 6RWKRWK FRP $0DV BDXWMHUOPAQHDBQ :IDW WKLV PHFKDRALFV OLNH
VKXWWLQJ LW GRZQ DIWHU \WDUV ,WSXDHGEBUVIDRMLWHKBFRQVLGHUDWRRQV OLNH
PDNHV VHQVH EXW DOVR PDUNV WKH HQ &XRWHOXQWGHUWVMVDQG WKH QHFHVVLW\ RI U
SV\FKLF KHGJHKRJV , ORYH WKDW LPDJHRUVHVY , ORYH WKH LGHD RI QHDWRK VWDU

D SULQWLQJ/EORFERIMAY IJDPH 'LG HYHU\RQH
UH SXVKLQJ WDONLQJ ELWV WRQRGHFKDQLHFW PMRWEHK KQH KD
\HV , ZDQW WR GR DFWXDO WDONLQJ DQG UROHSOD\ 2Q WKH
RWKHU ZH UH DOO IDPLOLDU ZILWHK \BK HUHVFRKE XPIQY SOR\}E® LW HDVLHU WR UHDG G
FKDUDFWHU EHWWHU DW FHUW XID@® W\S HEW RD XAPHR RW K REDWHKILQIVW DIQLI\ ZKHQ , WH
WKH\ DUH DQG VXFK FDVHV DUH SUHFLGHOLN@KNMOKHDJUHH WKDW ORQIPQG&VQ W QtF
PHFKDQLFV H[LVW 5RELQ /DZW Rl FRXUNKDWV, BRQ QW Z\DQW WKH SDJIJHL@WHPLW JRLQ
VROYH D GLIIHUHQW SUREOHP BB LAD\Q WM VOR FIKGIDOGW R H 2HG M &/ L DADIDMGAH
KH VHHV OLNHO\ DFFXUDWHO\LRQ\5HR SOAQRIDIPWHYIUSIIDWLWH %ULDQ OLVLDV]HN U
URXJKO\ KDOl WKH WLPH ZKHQ JDPHUV WKV WRP IRQ WMRGHHVWULFWLYH) 7KLV LV V
GRLQJ WKLV /RVLQJ DQG DYRLG LW DV PXPIGDNWKRPVIEWHEH DEOH WR RSLQH LQIRL
+DYLQJ RYHUKHDUG D FRQYHUVDWLRQ ZKHUH WKH *0 DQG
SOD\HU W& BHMDPPH NHSW WU\LQJ WR JHWUMKRMHODRW &RPPHQWV RYHU ZULWH XSV U
ZRUG *0 SOD\LQJ WKH IDWKHUKRII WKH DODWBDEN 3&MV) GV PH RI WKH WLPH , KDG D
WLPH , WKLQN 5RELQ LV WU\LQJ WR DGW WHMQMWDZHODX L@V SLWH P\ JRIQJ IURP FDC
SUREOHP KHUH RXW PRVWO\ E\ VD\LQJ UHSHDWHGO\ , GR

7KH IRONV GRLQJ LW D DVVXURG PH , ZDV (
,Q SUDFWLFH KRZHYHU , P QRWWX\DUHWKHUM\ZQN DRUDUHIHG WR DSRORHGH E ZRX
SOD\L@QBPD6I VDK ZRXOG KDYH WURXEQH,JB WMD@BIWKHP WR EXW , NQHZ WKDW ZR
D JDPH RI LW WRJHWKHU LQ SDUW EHFRSWHLRIXMH DQG F H[SODLQHG DIWHUZDUGYV
UHFRPPHQGHG QXPEHU RI SOD\HUV LV YDVDRGDUQCGBDHWSRQVH HYHQ WKRXJK , QHY
EHFDXWBPDEIVWBPUWLEXODU VROXWLRBDRVIFYRXWQHVYV , DOVR UHPHPEHU D WLPH
VHHP WR FOLFN 7KH 2Q8DJ/EQAXY@BYVRYKH FORWK ZH ZHUH XVLQJ DV DWHIQRS\ ED
PD\ ZRUN EHWWHU -RVK DQG , KOG D EGHVOVZDVEWEHVYWLQZWMQW IURPZIKB® WR 10D\
VI VHWW L QUDIRDE LMABAPKDYH EHHQ D ELWH ILUVW SXW LW RQ WR VXGGHQW®\ EHLQJ F
DKHDG RI LWV WLPH DQG , G QRWEH VXKBULNE G QMRROWRH SRVLWLRQ ZH G SUHYLF
ZDV DQ LQVSLARRGLRRF LR |

UHYHUZDIQHHG WR UHDG WKH QHZ HGLWLRQ
UH %ULDQ 5RJHUV /RRNLQJ DWQOW DV WKHBKIJKKRXTGEQON UH WKH OLRQDV $QRWK
EH D VLQJOH QDUUDWLYH WR WK \ZRUOIR @R WEKWM UWKXKDRHWKQ &DPHORWHNKDW V
VKRXOGQ W EH WKH PRVW LPSRUWDQW SHRSMHVLQDNRY ZRUHR QHOO -DTXD\V 1 , >
ZRUNV EHWWHU \HV , GR KDYH WKH FDNRIDWHPRWOW DRWGLGOKDYH D FKWQJH RI KH|
JDPH ZRUOGYV DUH HVSHFLDOO\ IOHVKH® HRYXW HDI®BGWKIDUWM HDVH WKH &HQWUDO &D
VRPHWLPHY DOO ULJKW

3$75,&. =2&+«<RXU VRQ GRHVQ W VHHP DV UH
UH $YUDP *UXPHU UH QRWRIDIMHLKNHW B /ABDR\ -HQNLQV MXVW EROG DQG QRW DO:
ZLWK VWUDQJHUV 7KLV LV YHW UHDVROROE®HV PPLERMROFHUQ EHLQJ DERIXW FRQW
ZK\ , GRQ W PLQG GRLQJ WKDW GR{ UKD S\D OW PDENKDK RKE GO\ KLJK SRSXGBHWLRQ 0D
LW DW FRQYHQWLRQV ZKLFK PHBEBAV LWJDWXROQHH KIRPVI VXM ODNRY UH ERVVHV SHYV
DOVR KDG JRRG OXFN ZLWK VXFKVJDPHVZRUNGHDWRLAN MRADQ WKH GHDEBWQH WR H
RI WKH WLPH , P SOD\LQJ ZLWK SHRSOMWKMHBOBMH®ALWZRQGHU LI WKHLU RZQ EF
EHIRUH VR HYHQ WKRXJK LW V QRW P\ BRAMVIURXE] WKHP
XVXDOO\ QRW VWUDQJHUV UH -RVKXD .URQHQJROG , P QRW
VXUH 'HHS 2QHV DUH $ERXWHWOKMDVDPH VKLQBY'L@ UH PH 1R &RPPHQWLQJ LQ HYHL
*UHHBXW LW V DW OHDVW DQ DGMDFHQWWKKLRJLQH JXDUDQWHHY , OBHRID®GI XUW K

DQG WKH HQG UHVXOW ZLOO HLQWKHU EH , G
0</(6 &25&25%$1UH EDULXP GULQN , YH IRWKIGVLMMDYH QR FRPPHQWY RU RWRKWHH OLNHC
YDULHV 7KH ILUVW WLPH , KDGRWKLY LMSBEDVHRNBRWIRE DO SOD\ H[DPSOHV <RX U
VORZO\ SURJUHVVLYHO\ KDUGHU WW G ULHIN V 7iKRVWHB R BIGQWL PKRFRODWHW GYHQW X |



P\ IDYRULWH HLWKHU UH ORXVHR*XDUG PODDHASV, GR RRSHHOQVKHRUHWLFD® :HOO RI 6
DFWXDO OLRQV FRPH WR SOD\ UH $YUDPRLODWPHU GHHWYV
GHWDLOV

UH SHUFHSWLRQ YV GLITHUHQMW VNLOOV IRU
UH (ULFD )UDQN 0'=6 LV DQ DFURQ\P IRKLQR WRDWKWKH UHDVRQ %536 GRHV LW W
6KL D &KLQHVH QRYHO RULJIZ®BIOO\ SXEHANKHE RIQDWQHKRZ %536 VWBUWHG RXW
XVXDO WUDQVODWERQORAPBKWAML WO H/PRVLKDYH EHHQ EHFDXVH LW ZDV D VLPXODYV
EXOWLYDIRHMLBRWKRU LV NQRZQ DV OR ;LDQG MRPHRXH GHFLGHG WKDW ZDV KRZ EHV
ZKRVH QDPH LV RIWHQ DOVR WXUQHG L@WRQDY D7/KWRMQW QRW UHDOO\ IVIXWO DQVZF
0;7; UH -LP (FNPDQ 5%+ 5REHUW $ +HD\QBDHUQRGEIHQRXJIK &HUWDLQO\ WKHUH V

$QGUH 1RUWRQ ,I ,7/ LV DFWXROO\ R4/ ; UD/PHHOmV DOZD\V GRQH LW < ZD\ DQG
UHDO OLIH WKDW WLPH GLG LW WKDW ZDRHVR RWKHU U
IROORZHG VXLW UH 5RJHU %: DHQBGOLJQPH

3('52 3%1+2&% '$ 6,/9% $1' &%$0,//% ZK\" ' KDVQ W JLYHQ XS RQ WKH LGHD 6HH

/1285(1&2 3$1+2&$OHHSLQI WHDXWLHV DRG&LBIRBBEUDJIUDSK

BZDMRXQGY GHOLJKWIXO 'LVQH\ GLYHUJHV IURP WKH

WUDGLWLRQDO VHW XS E\ KDYWKHWKH WHURWKXOLUURQYMWRUFEW GRHV JLYH *0V
SULQFHVYV IDU IURP WKH FDVWMDH DQG RRWH ONVMR YR UIINFBELAWKS RIAK\DLE O\ EHFDXVH LW
WKH PRYIOH/LZMOQMR QGCGHUHG KRZ WKH KHPYHAVRHVHU SRVVLEO\ EHFDXVH)-RQDWKDQ
SULQFHVYVY VXUYLYHG WR SULFN KHU ILQRDOV ZHUMH KERZIHUHQW WKDQ (ULFN :XMFLN
LQFRPSHWHQW WKH IDLULHV HHUH DW UDUPMIVOH O WRLEBW UQF OXGBULIN WRW IDFW W
SLJV $K 7KDQNV IRU WKH FODULILFDWERYHG RQ VRPHRQH HOVH V ,3

0,&+$(/ &8/(, P LQWULJXHG E\ WKH EDFNJORXQ®1 , GRQ WHQRDQE ZRQ W VD\
WHDVHU LQIRUPDWLRQ UH VWDHEE\ PHG\RP Q& &MBRBDBREXWRXW V RGG WRQFDOO VRP
GRFWRU V DGYLFH VHHPV UHDVRQDEOHLW KRIHGDWHYV 265 E\ GHFDGHVJHQLWLDWLY
FRQYHQWLRQ ZDV JRRG DQG WKH VWDEEHWHEW @ URX@®EWIRQIFRPEDWY , JDWKHU"
ZHOO IRU \RX UH *ODPRXU ,W V WUXH WK®WNHGKHWOVVRHHEHLQJ VLOONH\ H[WHQG L
WKLQJV IURP D GLIIHUHQW DQJOH , P QRW VXUH SUD\LQJ

ZRXOG KDYH RFFXUUHG WR PH HXW LQ 'R AQK UDLQW K.D SHVQW'L Q

LW PLIKW , GRQ W NQRZ , YH QHYHU .LSOHG

UH SOD\HUV ZKR DVVXPH WKLQJV DUHQ M QRHQWWHR ZBONQJ UHIHUHQFH \RX PDGH
2QH RI WKH *0V LQ WKR Q®RMWIMHVIIPIHY ZHLSOHG UH ROG 765 WUDGLWLRQWRS$SSDUH:!
SOD\ LQ QRWHG WKDW SOD\HUV VRPHW WPKHNLDVYRK® HG SWKKHDLW \D
ORZ UROO DOZD\V PHDQW D PLVVY DQG KH G UDWKHU KHDU
JRW ; WKDQ 2EYLRXVO\ ZKDW, KHRW LV M BORXIRZHLU 'XQVRRQGV LQWULJIXLQJ
WKHQ KDV WR ILQG RXW ZKDW WKH\ GLGVKRWJKE HPDERW VXUH , G KDY HVWXMHOSDWLH
VRPHWLPHV LW DFWXDOO\ LV HQRXJK UH LQ , WKLQN LV D SUBR/WRXIRRG W
WKLQN RI \RXU UHSHDW RIIHQGHUV " 3UHV>
UH LJWKHPH 7KRVH DUH ERWK JUHDW HJBKM®OHHYRKIJKRRRO SOD\ WKHP PRUH WKDQ R
VWXIl UH &ODUN 7LPPRQV UH XKXILQOLSRWK 2K \RX UH
D YDULDQW VSHOOLQJ IRU 40LSSRWK WDPHDPVHWXRIXYWKO®W QRW UHDG DQ\ Rl WKH 9
PDNHV VR PXFK VHQVH UH 0\OHV &RUFRPUDMHULPD AVWERXRK VNLPPLQJ VRPH RI WKH
+XPDQ 5HVRXUFHV WKRXJK , WRWD OOV HHRVZELNRQMWKH SDWWHUQ L¥XWR VHW XS |
ZRXOG KDWH WKH WHUP , DJUHH WKDWRSWRBQN IRKOWXREYLQJ LW DWOVBWRYLGFH
LVQ W EHWWHU LQ WKLV FRQWH[W EXWRUGRHFMDPDRBEW IRDQG VWRS WKIQUH UDWKH
3HUVRQQHO HLWKHU ,W V YDUXH IRU P\ VDWW \RH G BHUKIDWDFNOLQJ WKKRZV PDQGD
DP ZURQJ %ULDQ 5RJHUV PLJKW KDYHIBRV H LAORWHWBHIBW RU KDYLQJ RQH DQG RQ(
WKRXJKWV RQ WKLV WKDQ , GR VROXWLRQ 7KHVH DUH WKLQJV WKDW PDQ\
UHJDUGOHVV RI VIVWHP ZRXO®REWQHILW IU
UH &ROXPER W\SH USJ 1DWKDQ 3DROHWW KIDPH,X® GLMHK WR VHH PRUH RIWHQ
WKLV IRU WZR SODXBWVORWHV7KEQDH G
LW EXW KDYHQ W \HW WULHG LW &I UH 6DQLW\ DV ,QYHQWRU\ 7KH FRQFHSW RI
KWWSV ZZZ QGSGHVLJQ FRP UH $WWUFREBEBDK QWIXRI\RYEH V FKDUDFWKHU VKHHW
RQ WR R7UDQVFULEH" 7KLV LVISRVVLEOWSLWHORXDKG RWBNU PHFKDQLFV KDV FRPH )
EHHQ SDVVLQJ RQ VRPHRQH HOVH V UHPRRMHWR BWDR @RWWH ZLWK WKDW )U HJ
, YH QRW KDG RSSRUWXQLW\ WR XVH LW P\QHOVHURY ¥DVEAEGRONWYV FDQ EHFRPH &RUU)
5RDUN , ILQG \RXU JLQHV H[WUHRBO\ UHD GKH®D MW PIQGKDBEE HQV WR DQ $VSHFW WKHF



X

UHZULWHY DQG UHGHILQHV LW DQGMRWWD ROD\HU EHFDXVH RI WRKH VXEMHI
&RUUXSWLRQ 6WXQW ZKLFK LV SRZHDUXOL Q@ GWHMHMWR SD@G LW PDNH VXUH WKH
LI RQH XVHV LW RQH LV OLNHO\ WR ZDSDGQY WR EPRVURII DV QHHGHCR UYHLWKH
&RUUXSWLRQ DQG UHSHDW WKH F\FOKRDW ZL\WKWHIWDXPBWL]LQJ SOD\HUV DV RS
'"ULYHV DQG 3LOODUA RO 6D QMK XLAXK X 6 FDULQJ SOD\HUV LV D GLIIHWHQW PDWWH
WR VRPH GHJUHH PHQWDO DUPRU DWQIGREQ WKW\ OMWWEH KDQGOHG WDUHIXOO\ LV
ZKLWWOHG DZD\ WKH FKDUDFWHU VKRXOG GHILQLWHO\
FKDQJH PHQWDOO\ DQG HPRWLRQDOG%BY(ZEHD$B.DW JODG \RX UH UHFRYHUHG D¢
PHFKDQLFDOO\ HQMR\LQJ LFH VNDWLQJ ZLWK &WOHVWH UH
&RUWH[ JDPHVY DOORZ D SOD\HU WR &ZKIIDFRPAIJWNRBWKHPH 7KDW V D IXQ ZD\ W
VWDWHPHQWY DWWDFKHG WR JDPH P HERKRINGIEF VD BLWHW\WK LV
KDSSHQV DQG LV UHVROYHG WKH SOD\HU JHQHUDOO\ KDV
WR UHZULWH WKH VWDWHPHQW WKDW, @D V3&KDIFOMQHHKD XVWLRQ UHTXLUHV D VL
$YLDWUL[ FRPELQHG WKLV ZLWK VRPH MWL RQ 2WKWRK®JI" , G KDYHQW[SHFWHG
PHFKDQLFV DQG LW ZRUNHG YHU\ ZHROD JHQHULF &21 VDYH , OLNH WKH %URDG
L QOHPHQWR WKML3&Y DUH G\LQJ Rl SODIKBIQ DQG XQFOXWWHUHG DQ®GRHVQ W G
7KH\ KDYH SRZHUIXO VXSHUQDWXUD@® Q€ LERORW WKEIXWPDNH LW KDUG WR UHDG
XVLQJ WKHP LQFUHDVHV WKH VXSHUQDWXUDO FRUUXSWLRQ LQ
WKHLU EORRG *UDGXDOO\ WKH SODBISBN HDYH WRI VI\PSDWK\ RQ WKH EDFN SDL
RYHUZULWH SDUWV RI WKHLU FKDUDEWMKHPHHHILW QFOXGDQWWOH FRQIXVHG <
WKHLU FKDUDFWHU V QDPH 8VLQJ W&HBWRIMVEHY W[DRASQH GLUW WR DQRWKHU 3&
WKH FRUH ERRN H[SODLQV WKDW ZHUHQ W UXQQLQJ WKH VFDP 2WEHUH WKH
R 7KH SOD\HU JLYHV WKH 3& D QDIRHNLQ® DRXU 3&V" UH 0\OHV &RDWRUDQ W
HSLWKHW %UHGHO WKH 2XWFDMW®LQV ZRUGY DQ HQ GDVK WKDW MRLQV Q>
R 7KH ILUVW WLPH WKH QDPH LV FRU®XSBKY WEDWKMRLQY FODXVHV
HSLWKHW LV RYHUZULWWHQ 7KH 3& LV QRZ
%UHGHO WKH %ODFN 3DULDK $95$0 *580(5 UH 7\SVW , PDGH WKH VDPH
R 7KLV PHDQV WKDW %UHGHO WKHERWBBFW DYRXPSWLRQOUNPRRRDOPDQ [
ORQJHU H[LVWV 7KH FKDUDFWIWD DY PRWWK DQRWKHU *0 , VXVSHFW LW ZL
SRZHUIXO QRZ , P VXUH WKDW @LILBHHQW DOWKRXJK WKDW DERXWLGHSRL
R 7KH VHFRQG WLPH WKH QDPH LW HRKDOXBQYHEGI\ EHLQJ FKDQQHOMRE LQWR IL.
WKH SOD\HU HUDVHV WKH QD P HJ DPHIIVY IK@®X RIHOXVLQJ DFURQ\PV DOUHDG\ *
WKH QHZ HSLWKHW DUJXDEO\ G ‘KHQ , UHIHU WR VRPH RI WI
R 7KLV PHDQV WKDW %UHGHO W KHWWAIHPFNUDPHIZRKNY \RX PHQWLRQHG , RIW
LV QRZ 7KH %ODFN 3DULDK DQGRZRWKGQB\ WKH $SRFDO\SVH DQG )LW' )R
HOVH 'DUN DOWKRXJK , GR XVH &DUYHG IURP %!
R 7KH FKDUDFONAWIKDY ROG LGHQERHMDXVH , OLNH WKH FRQFHLWJIEHORQJILQJ
$Q\ 13& ZKR NQHZ WKHP EHIRUHWMWALFNLHU EHFDXVH %R% LV D ELW WRR
KDSSHQHG ZLOO KDYH D KDUG WLPH
UHPHPEHULQJ WKH H[LVWHQFH BH WRE& VIHHWIRHDUWY PHFKDQLFV , P WU\LQ
RQFH NQRZQ DV %UHGHO WKH ZXWWDSNVLDRAW L[ RQFH YR QW WMHUR H LERX W
HYHQ %UHGHO WKH %ODFN 3DULHDKLVWLQJ UHVROXWLRQ , YH SLQJHG KHU
WK (GLANDLRD R/ DBGXOEXFNIJURXQG LWHPAHWEHUV *RDO EDVHG PD\ EH FRUUHFW
WR WKH FKDUDFWHU VKHHW RIWHQ I[F® WKBILRQ\P IRW VHHPV OLNH DOWQWFLHU ZD\
VWDWHPHQWY 2QH RI WKHVH FDQ EH WVW\GDMNR D \¥RAHP SWHIMIEQD BXYD PDG | EXJ
WR LQFUHDVH RQH V 6DQLW\ EHWZH HD 8 HWRALIR @V WKDGV W K H
RGGV DUH XVXDOO\ JRRG WKDW WKLV ZLOO VXFFHHG
+RZHYHU LI LW GRHVY QRW WKH VWDWHPHQW. @XRXVEHRQ D ORW Rl WKH IXQ EHFI
FKDQJHG :KHQ , SOD\HG LQ WKH +D UBMIPIIDZERR QMR WKH PRXQWDLQWQ, PDGH D
FDPSDLJQ P\ 3& :LOOLDP V IDLOHG URRIQONH Q@ MRKQO\R @ MINVBKIRRIBADH VKID Y L QJ P\
OHG WR D VHULHV RI VWDWHPHQWYV WXIMMQROPIRGDY NRUW MIUN 3DWWRQ IRU SHL
PHQWDO HPRWLRQDO VWRU\ DUF IRUWKR VFKRRQ FIDNHFG ZKLOH DO® WKH RWKHL
IRU P\ 3& LQ $YLDWUL[ V &RUWH[ 7UDLRGPH¥FKRYLEBOKRZ 6WHIIDQ VKRIXOG KDYH
PDVKXS DURXQG , GRQ W NQRZ 7KH *0 ZDV JRLQJ K
LPPHGLDWHO\ UDWKHU WKDQ UDPSLQJ XS I

UH PHPSRVVLEOH /DIQIGYEREBEEFO\ I XQ WRPHOB\ VRPH RI XV IHHO EDFNHG LQWR D FRU

LQ WKH VHQVH WKDW DQ\ VXUUHDO KRUBRGHDKDLDW IKQ HDUWK ZH VKRROG GR WR

SRVVLEO\ W\SH IXQ LH *REAQWQ UHWIUIFRDASRXWFKDUDFWHU LQ VRPH ZD\ UHVHPE!
THHW¥ QRW VRPHWKLQJ WR XQGHUWDNH@YLUKMRDHELWEWR XWDPLQJ 6WMRHIIDQ GR KL



DYRLG ORVLQJ FRQWURO PDNHgWIKRHOL QHY IWKBIEWH ® RV WIEFHRLQJ )HEUXDU\ EHIRUF
KLW KDUGHU QR SXQ LQWHQGMG , GR SDNMV\ %KY KROZXX %ULDU KDUGJIUDPHG W
OHDVK DV D FRQGLWLRQ 7KH XK¥Q JRLQJ RII LV H[DFWO\ W
VRUW RI PHYV\0RNKOMH UKD U WV UFXP DQOG 9LONOZRDWKDW )RUJHG LQ WKH
JDPHV DUH EXLOW DURXQG HOLPLQDWLQJ \
UH %ULDU V FRPSODLQW WK DW UMKHG) UFXSNVIDL YOG VS EPRBQL\QNM EXW , DP QRW VHHL
HQJDJLQJ ZLWK KHU SORW 0\ V@DUN\ KIDGBSNQLYJ (UPG/HHLQJ LV WKH V\VWHP UHI
\RX HYHQ JLYH WKHP D FKDQFH WHR GR \GR'D\HH *W KH W IMDIG R1 LQIRUPDWHRQ LW ZR
JURXS ZLWK WKH GRXEOH ZKDPP\ Rl HYWMR\ROM \RURIQQDEY DQG WKLV PHDQV WKDYV
JHW VHDUFKHG E\ WKH FRS DQG RK E\IWKM RRW\ROGHDELWY GLH KDUG ,W V PH
DOVR ORVLQJ FRQWURO RI \RROVHRXW ,(YHUDERXWDIWHY MREV ZLWKRXW NQRZLQJ .
GHDOLQJ ZLWK WKDW QRW ORRNLQJ LQWR/WIQHRWKWBONWQJ WKHUH ZIRZO EH WKLQ
JRLQJ WR EHFRPH P\ WRS SULRUWR\ $QGOWKBQRKXI UHZDQWLG MREZERZEBW V ILQH 7
OHDQ LQWR WKH UROHSOD\ UDRVKHU WKOHEARSE $MUHBOWYWU\ VKRZ OLNH LW +HFN \
LQWR ,QYHVWLIJDWLRQ PRGH WWRK NQRZ YEHDBKQHE WDWRLQJ :H DUHQ W HYHQ JRI
UROHSOD\ EHFDR® M IMHKUIAYROW IV \*806+2( \RX ZKDW ZH ZDQW \RX WR GR XQWLO \RX D
JDPH WKLQJV ZLOO JHW FKDRRKLF DQG PHVV\ DQG DV \
QRWH WKDW V D VLJQ RI D JRRG VHVVDRQEH LW V SHFX8LDQGCWR, BIOIDLP W KRZ WKH
%ODGHV LQIMRH *MWMWK UDQ IRU PH -RVK
ORQVWHUKHP MWV 02 D JDPH ZKHUH WKHVDRVRRKOWGIULHQGY ZHQW ZKLFK FRYHUHG
EH IRFXVHG RQ D FRXQWGRZQ WR LPSRYLQ@XMW KHLWWSDBRWIRONV LQ WKH QHLJKERUI
FRQVHTXHQFHV RQ WKH 3&V ,QDWHDG WKH\VWKRYOBQERABM RXU JDQJ ZDV D FXOW |
ZKDW WKH 3&V DUH GRLQJ DQGWR D\ WR WKQ@YWHVAKLYDMRUW WKH\ GHFLGHG WR LQY
VD\ WKDW WKH *0 VKRXOGQ W KBYW D SORWLBQ WKNGRZLRKWW ZH G ILQG EXW ZH
EDFN SRFNHW SOD\HUV FDQ JR SDVVLYH XQMHISIWHWHBRONLQJ IRU EHIRUH ZH WRRN \
1RZ JRLQJ E\ ZKDW , UHDG LW VRXQGVxO IZXH WHKHARSADYHWVWKH FXOW V DWURQ V
DUH DOO HQMR\LQJ WKH JDPHRQWVY MXVW DMXRWLELDROX UHTXHVW OHW DORQH D GH
HQJDJH ZLWK P\ SORW LW ZLOO NHHS RQ BEDBRSMQ @R DEVMNNUH WKLV SDUWLFXODU
HGJLQJ LQWR WAR@ NUMGKIRDH/ WZURWH XS WKHUH V SUREDEO\ D FRS\ LQ WKXV DQG
\HDUV DX¥ODUXPV ([FXIKHROWKH *0 KDG , 0O SD\ ZHOO IRU WKDW , WKLQN ZH K
D '"HILQLWH 30RW ZLWK D 6SHFLIYA 5HVRORWIKRIQ REWLRGV ZLWK VLPLODU DPRXQW
QRW SXW WKDW ZULWH XS RQ WHKOWLNL , XVH EXW LI \RX
WR UHDG LW , FDQ DUUDQJH WKDW , P PRARWQU YWHEDWR W BAXWPDBO\GRPHORD L Q |
FRQYHQWLRQ RQH VKRWYV ZKLFK WHQG WRVSWBPWWDW RHDWVWE LI , P MR UHDXOUH RXW
PRVWO\ EHFDXVH Rl WKH FKRLFHV WKH GRBVHWI RADA\CHV WKH 3&V GRQ W HYHQ NQR?:
EHFRPH XWWHUO\ FKDRWLF E\ WWH HQGE LW H @& L WHKG FRUMXYWLO WKH\KRZFHSW WKH
JLYHV D VPDOO SXVK YLD KHUH DQG WKWBHLHOG UHTXHVWV IRU REYLRKV LQIRUPD
SRLQW , VKRXDITGHWD® UMKMH QAUNVHH IURP
UH SOD\OLVWYV , ILQG WKDW ARAVRLF GXURQKU ZIIWHYXBRWKDW WKH JURXSVRRW HQR X
GLVWUDFWLRQ IRU PH WKDQ DQ ®'\QK D Q PHRNHIQWH PEXMQ REWRREWKRLFHV WKDW FRXO(
PLOHDJH YDULHV UH ODVW QDPRIQFKDQHQR®JIJWKHURNGEBHVVKLOH , ZR%¥OBGGHW EH VX
, YH KDG JDPHV OLNH WKDW ERWK DV DLWV B QG LIVVDDESIOBWFIN B DPPRSHIWED RDY H
UH IUDPLQJ RSHQLQJV ,W V D YRRG IROWR D KW X\DFO &\KHHD G W% BB ERMWHOILUVW )RU
VHVVLRQ $QG , GR UHPHPEHU $RDBIWUL$ W PDW/QILY QRMW MK DIMKDW EHLQJ ®ROVNO VXF
RI KHU WDFWLFV DV D *0 LV WRQUDPH VAHQWHV 'RZQWVRHYOHFWLRQV DQG PXVW XVH \
UH ZKR ILUHG WKH JXQ , WKLQN WHKH U HK W D/GRIPQU WIHVUW 1R U
SRZGHU RU VRPHWKLQJ WKDW FDQ EH GRQH WR GHWHUPLQH
WKDW EXW D , P QRW VXUH DIMZ [EV PGR® WHNQRDQWWK JLQHYV UHDGDEOH EXW \HI
WKLQJ LQ WKH JDPH ZRUOG 2RRK 7RZB[SIVDLSPIRQL\Y WPRMOM/ WKDW , DP QRW GRZQOH
LV DQRWKHU JRRG FRQGLWLRQ , ORYH /DHWIGRKRVBLEDMWKH SDVW IRRW IURP *RR
UHODWLRQVKLS DGYLFH ,W V YHU\ ORQNI/QIGEKWDWMQI DRGWAHLRU KDQGRXWV LQ JDF
ORUWDO DQG .HQQ 7UXH UH 5RJHU %HO®B:HVW UH
ILJXUH RXW ZKR V FORVH HQRXL1KQ WR WDON
%O0LDW WKH 9RODWLOH UROO IRU UDWGIRLERHQIKL\P LXW A B RRR WM/ A UR RABL QW R
PRUH ULGLQJ RQ D UROO WKDMQWEDW ERWHVKHMOHQVW R WK WKH KRPHWRRP PDS |\
ZKDW ZRXOG KDYH KDSSHQHG RQ D PL[HEWRKGRWHORQHHG WR GR ZLWKVEBDUHUV Z|
IDLOXUH UH UHDGLQJ WKH HRQW ZDNMON KKSUD FWHKWWHGEHWKYHU\ZKHUH DW RQFH LQ)\
*DJH LQ WKH $E\VV UROO $QG \HS DPROR@®WHKHIHDWEKRQJIWLPXOWDQHRXUWH YUREDE
KDYLQJ 6WHIIDQ HDW WKH UDEBLW RQ [F RIFODSWH RPIDJRIQH WV I WKHU WK®IQ ,D VWULF)



GRQ W WKLQN DQ\RQH V FRPH XS ZLWK RRZHORK LLFH2XRO/Q GBQG WKDW V ILQH IRU
%HORQJLQJ JDPH DERXW WKH &KXUFK RIDPKN 6)}8JHPQDXY , G UDWKHU PWRLG LW EH
EXW REYLRXVO\ , GRQ W NQRZHUH U\W KHY) WEWWVIRXWRWKD JDPH OHYBIQGDW OHI
PRVW RI WKH IRONV , UHJXODUO\ JDPH ZLW]|
%5,$1 52*(566\PSDWK\ RQ WKH PROG UHFRXRSSDHMIE DOORZLQJ WKH FKDQFH RI 3& Gl
GRLQJ WKH ODV,\p GLHZAN WRIQRY DQG WKRHWBBIMG WR OHDYH HDUO\ RU WDROBR RS IURF
EUXVDGHRQ W UHFDOO DQ\WKLQJ DERXWVLE WK@K WAL UW NAKDMH RQH PIRMKWHQRW ZD
DV 6WRSSDUGLDQ ZKDW GLGURXWKDBPWKKN'LO@RZWIOWHWGLWLRQ VR \RX SUREDEO\ GRQ
BHQOHWW *LUOV 2. IRU D IOLQFK EDFN <RX SUREDEO\ ZDQW 'R
HLWKHU DW OHDVW SUH WK HGWWLRQ '(; [
UH ZULWH XS ,W V SRVVLEOH RXVHG WR RAQLWEADW LVERWK RSWLRQV JLYH \RX WK
'UDJRBXW LI VR , FOHDUO\ GRQ W UHP HFRERINL QW IRWOO UH
PH UH' DQG 4 PRGXOHV $K JRQUFKD ,W V EHHQ D OR
WLPH VLQFH , UHDG DQ\ RI WKHP DQG WKHRH , 7KID\QANYD ORPY WKH FODULILFDWLRQ RI
UHDG WKHP LQ EDFNZDUGV RUGHU UH 3\DHAUPLRNR BIRGM\ WH 3SDWULFN 5LOH\ UH WKH F
SOD\HUV IRUJHWWLQJ ZKDW WKH\ ZURWWHDT KR QW HZ K BPMW\VWKHLQWHUHVWLQJ TXHVWLE
3&V ZRXOG GR LI WKH\ KDG QR LQKLELWLKRRO GLMIXYH WKH 3&V PHHW DV WKH\ ERDU
KLQGVLJKW , G VXJIJHVW UHPLQRUBJ WEKPOMEWXW\WKLR EWKH WUDLQ VLQFH \RX
UXQQLQJ WKDW SORW PD\EH SULQWLQJERRW LIKIDRW VWKH\OWDIV®Y JHWWLQJ WR NQRZ
DQG JLYLQJ LW EDFN WR WKHP WR SHUXRP EDRW WEMXPBRIVQWULFNLHU IBY \RX ZDQ
WKLV DW WKH HQG RI WKH SUHYLRXV VH\OHRHQRWY EHWZOHHEILQJ EXW QRW OLPLWHG
VHVVLRQV ZLWK D OHW PH NQRZ E\ ; WkPHHKH WKHG WD/ KDYH FHUWDLQ WKLQJV KD
FKDQJHG DQG KRZ " SUHPLVH VWLFNV YV WKH QHHG WR DOOR
<RX UH SUHWW\ RSHQ HQGHG KHUH 7KH
UH 'U +RUPRQH 7KDW V D ZKROH QHZ OHYHGLRIHUHQFH DQG \RX OO ZDQW WR H[S
GRXEWZLOO HYHU EH P\ VIVWHP Rl FKRLFIGLEDWH @Y PHDQV PHFKDQLFDOO\ 7KH
OLNH \RXU EURDG OHYHOV Rl ZHDSRQU\ UFKRFONDEBRW WR DFW 7KH\ MXVW FDQ W
'"HWHFWLRQ $K WKH 5REHUW 'RZQH\ -U 6KHWUOBFAWXRIORHRWP KDSSHQLQJ
VKWLFN X 7KH SRWHQWLDO XVHIXOQHVV RI D GDQJ
HDUO\ RQ YV GDPDJLQJ WKH 3&V SRVVLE
%5,$1 0,6,$6=(, DP VR VRUU\ DERXW 6DGLHVWHHUHO\ EHIRUH WKH\ YH HYHQ DUULY]|
ODJRUUD ,I \RX GR SXEOLVK WWRV LQ |XOOW KRIXKG O CIDMRMUX® RV HRUKX QR W
GRXEOH FKHFN PDSV YV WH[W WR PDNH V XSJHUMYIFXODKIRIIUMQHURXYV 7KLV LV VRPH
FRQVLVWHQW ,W V GLVFRQFHRWWLQJ WR O8RWFIMW/ BGOHW WHHWWDLQ SURMHFWYV UHY
QXPEHU DVVLJQHG WR DQ DUHDIRW D PDS SQD\WHR WLMGE WHKOG VR RQ , P JRLQJ WR
WKH PDS GRHVQ W DFWXDOO\ XRH WKRVH YGHRMLILHUV $0
\RX PD\ ZDQW PH RU VRPHRQH HOVH WR SURFRR UMD IIRULWW FRPEDW HQFRXQWHU LQ
W\SRV DQG PLVVLQJ ZRUGV DQ® WKH OLNH UHFDPSPMLURH D SXUHO\ PXQGDQH RQH
&DVWHOODQRV $QQR\LQJO\ KLV +3 VKRXOG EHSRWHRQWLDOO\ OHWKDO ,V WKDW U
3ULRU WR WK HGLWLRQ WKH IRUPXOD IRU +3 ZO®ENVRAXWHO\ %XW LW V QRW ,02 Z
6,= URX@SHBK HGLWLRQ LV &21 6,= FDPSDLJQ QHFHVVDULO\ QHHGV VR
URXQGWREJTKH GLYLVLRQ V ILQH EXW WKH FKDQZB\MUWR PDNH LW OHVV OHWKDO D
URXQGLQJ XS WR URXQGLQJ GRZQ FRQIXVHV HYHOFRQELQJ )RU WKLV RQH RQO\ M
KDYH WKH 3&V GLH , P ILQH LI HYF
UH WKH JXQ WUDS , P QRW VXUBGWKDW PRVW SDORHWWHIRXXQV WKH FDPSDLJQ GHF
ILJXUH RXW WKDW QRW RQO\ GQG 9LOHOD VHW IZWQW WR BHW WKH GLFH IDOO ZKH!L
ZLWK EXW WKDW KH HVVHQWLMHOWX UWJIJXODUO\ VEW\DOQRZXEE GHDWK :KDW , ZDQW
LQ KLV VOHHS , PLJKW ZLQG XS KDYLQJ D EDFNIX\5 *OWW KR G L Q JPW KIDO\O R/K H W
IRU WKHP WR ILJXUH RXW WKDZKNVRPHRQH HOVHEBIRDHWHLWKDW V ZKDW WKH UXOHYV
LV ZKHUH *XPVKRH V VWUHQJWKY FRPH LQ KDQGAFHQDULR VD\
R &RPEDWV WKDW VHHP FOHDUO\ LQW
UH VSHQGLQJ /XFN LI RQH WUIMMIWUV WKH WUDS VSHVHG EIXPSVY EXW ZLWK IRHV ZKF
SHUKDSV RQH Rl WKH EHWWHU ZD\V WR VSHQG GRFGRW UHIOHFW WKDW &OHDUO\
/RILFDOO\ WKLV WUDS LV VKWWK WKDW ZD\ D®GEUW V T
OLNHO\ WR FDWFK D 3& XQDZDIUWKDWW V WKHR/RUDW RV WKHOQH WKH DXWKRU GRHV Q
QDUUDWLYHO\ DQG JHQUH FRQYHQWLRQ ZLVH ZRKD®E. BFHWKQMW WKH\ YH VHW XS D ¢
PLVV LQ D ERRN RU VKRZ RU RWKHU VLPLODU PI®IPRVSWIEGUWDLQ 73. , YH VHHQ W
/IXEN SRLQWYV PDNHV LW OHVV ,ONGRD\ D 3& LV NWZQFIB IRQOIERRNV , YH UHYLHZHG
DOO WKH DUJXPHQWYVY IRU OHWWKQ@WWKH 3& EH NLOOHG RII L



R &DVHV ZKHUH WKH VSHFLILF FRPEDMRXVWOFWNVNRQ®QG , VXVSHFW DW OHDVW
LVQIW WRR KDUVK SHU VH EXW SWDEGKE BKPKRQJILQJ JDPHV KDYH EHHQ VW
WKDW LW ZHDUV WKH 3&V GRZQ LQ WHUPV RI
UHVRXUFHV KLW SRLQWV VNLOD6S$SBRO5SRIUAWVUH LIWKHPH , WKLQN \RX
HQGXUDQFH ZKDWHYHU VR WKPRWQFIZEKBWL\QKH\LQFLGHQWY 2QGIDZMV D 3& O
JHW WR WKH FRRO VWXII WKHRRLBDRRPMKIHIIJHG WR H[SORWHGLZGEDW V
VFHQDULR RU WKH PRUH LPSRUMD-HQQWRRPEDWWLQFDUQDWH 7KH RWKHU ZL
WKH\ ZRQ W KDYH KDG RSSRUW XRLUWUMRWHMWODLQ LQWR WADFH 7KLV Z
DQG KHDO PDNLQJ ZKDW VKRXQGCEMDDQV ZKR ZHUH /RYHFUDIWIRDQ GHLWL!
LQWHUHVWLQJ FRPEDW IDOO LKXRDDK DI}cDAEDY DOORZLQJI WKLV WR KDS
MXVW VXFN QRZ WHUULWRU\ (EHFDXWMNDWKUIRGYY ZHUH GHDOLQJ ZLWK PDC
ZKHUH 3&V DUH JRLQJ WR JHW VRFBXIGRWJ RWKHU LQFDUQDWHKG GHLWLHYV
EDWWHUHG DQG WKHQ KDYH QRTRKDNQER QWRDIHD® LWVHOI GHVDMURIHG MX
EHIRUH KLWWLQJ D VHTXHQFH R/IRH,YWIQMVZKWKRXDUH FRQIODWLQJ WKH WZF
DUH OLNHO\ WR ZHDU WKHP GRDYNHIGNKKERGRUH OLOOHU DERXW WKH PDW
FKDQFH WR FDWFK WKHLU EUHDWK DQG D UHDO
ULVN RI QRW PDNLQJ LW WR W KWH* R BGRIBUNWR/ RUKH BRYN RHOWANOA LY HV WR
WKH VFHQDULR RU RI JHWWLQXMKHEEDNVNRRVZRZQP\ WR JHW D RQ D GLH 2z
GRZQ WR EH DEOH WR GR DQ\W HUAE R WHVWR V X F F HW®@LQEIA BBH W:KHR
YHU\ ILQH OLQH EHWZHHQ WKH S@RU\EGNWRMH GEWPLQDWLRQ DQG WKH 7UDQ)\
KDYLQJ D FKDQFH DQG WKH 3&V)DDRLQD®N <HV 7KDW V P\ IHHOLQJ RQ KR
FKDOOHQJLQJ VLWXDWLRQ DQG/NDGBRQBHR/KDW BRWY HEO\ EHFDXVH RI WKH
OLQH LV WULFEN\ DQLPH WKH ILUVW YROXPH RIBOKHIRHULHV
SXUFKDVH LQ (QJOLVK WUDQVOUOBRWLRQ DV
UH -RKQ 5HGGHQ 6R PXFK FRRO PDWHU&ZDBISPOBORQWGEGDERXWUDQVODWHGWRDUWYV
UHDOO\ FRXOG GR WKLV DV D OLRNDWR@DKE \WHSRRQWRKH ERRNSV IDU D® , FDQ WHOC
SRVVLEO\ LWFK LR , GRQ W NQR/Z ZKHWKRIQXSKIVR \RU XK GRAKW KHO BG @IKHHILUVW RQH
LWFK $OWHUQDWLYHO\ \RX FRXOG GRVIWDDW \OR@HPQGHMHW ORQJHUN DQG WKHQ
ZLWK D GLIIHUHQWLO\RW RIWKXIOKN URUL OIRW VKRUWHU
RUHDU , WRM/OB06+QWKXOKX 'DUN &WKXOKX
(WHUQDO 'HOMR RUMHPXPEHU , P IRUJHWRKIRHIQL[ '‘DZQ &RPPHREA VXUH WKH ODFN |
DQG SXW LW RQ LWFK LR RRUXVZACPHE KR HE DIOVOIFH EHWZHHQ WKH 3KRHQL[ W\SHV LV
GHDO ZLWK WKH ILGGO\ GHWDLQY RU LW D@DV \DIWOH VR ZDRSBWDFW WKH DXWKRU WR
UHPRYLQJ VIVWHP LQIR ILIJXULRO\RXW BKDWXGHGH QD/MHY WEH DXWKRU WROG KLP WK
KRZ YDULRXV SODWIRUPV ZRUNZDQG VR ROWDNGR@ MHNSKRIRXGHG UHDOW)\ ZDV LQW
WKDW LW V D WKLQJ \RX ZDQW WR GR RIQERDODVF HEXW KM *0 FRUUHFWO\ , WKLQN
FHUWDLQO\ D WKLQJ \RX FRXOG GR UH WHHDH WKHMWEORXGHG IRU KLV RBPSDLJQ .
HUURU <RX UH TXLWH ZHOFRPHH7KLV LEDPG PLIJZKBKIOKRXWH GLGQ W GRWAKDW WKF
PXFK VRORHG DOO WKH ILIJKWMHHEBG WKH S
(5,&% )5$1.6RXQGVMABMUKBROBHQOHDWK WKDW WKLV VKRXOGQ W EH VRPHWKLQJ WK
3LUDWHD)\OHD RWI WR D UHDVRQDEO\ JRRG VWDUW 7KH
ORFDWLRQV \RX GLVFXVV DUHSIWWORQW *OHVWHAKDIK BERIBBEYUNDIOON 'LVWLQFWLRQV \
VRXQG D ELW OLNH ZKDW , VHH KQ VRP HD WE'W$EXIP MAKDWKK QRW WKH PIHQ SRLQW \
DWRQVWHU RI WKH :HHN 5RJHU %: UH JHQHUDOO\ RQO\ SRLQWLQJ R>
WKH\ PDOMVMGRWQJ VR ZLOO EH DSSUHFLDWHC
UH LJWKHPH , VHH ZKDW \RX PHDX® DERXW ¥HWH WKDXPBWKRZ \RX RSHUDWH VR OR
WKDW WKH SHUVRQ WDONLQJ DERXW ZKDW 868 D OHIUW KIDWIHQG RQHIRRG IDLWK , FDQ
WKH *0 WKRXJK , GRQ W WKLQN WKDW ZDW SREL,IDFQWZRHHBKDW ZDV QRW WKH FDV]I
WKH TXHWWLROPW WKH LGHD Rl IHHGLQJ SWIKHRRBEOW® IRXU RI XV SOD\HUV UHYROWH

FRITHH WR PDNH WKHP WDON x ,W PDWWHUV HQRXJK WKDW HYHQ SUHV)>
RQ WKH SDUW RI WKH *0 LW V D SUREOH
UH PH UH ILOHV I'R'UDDR®KD GIRAGHQ \ LVQ W FRUUHFWHG 7KH *0 PD\ RU PD\ QR

WKDQNV UH SOD\BRRN/HV WKIMKN 'DUN \RX SRLQWLQJ WKH HUURU RXW DW WKH

EDODQFHG IRU RQO\ RI DQ\ JLYOHDQ SOD\ERRSRAHLDQW QVEDW \RX GR , NQRZ \RX Y}

EXW GHILQLWHO\ GRQ W WDNH P\ ZRUG RQFRKDWFWGE\$DUIBZ WLPHV RYHU WKH \HDL

*UXPHU UH QRWKLQJ RQOLQH DERXW KRZ YBPUQRXV *00HVV

JDPHV SOD\ 6HH LI \RX FDQ ILQG SOD\WKURXJKV , NQRZ

WKHUH DUH VRPH |RRIR DGR GEIUN MW V <HV , DP LQFOXGLQJ PDWFKLQJ H[SHFWDWL
DVVXPSWLRQV DQG VSRNHQ DQG XQVSRNHO{



, I, YH KDG P\ 13& VD\ VRPHWKLQJ IDOVIE P@ ®& \RFRZDODMNBFK RWKHU V DBIEE@\WLHYV WK
UHDVRQ WR EHOLHYH WKDW 13& ZRXOGGRNV OLH DVNLQJ PH

DERXW WKDW LV FRUUHFW 6DPQRHHO GLG WKDW DW OHDVW

DQG KH ZzDV FRUUHFW , KDG IRUJRWWH@Q7,+COH YD EVOXWKHG '"HFHPEHU VW 7KH
VRPHWKLQJ DQG KDGQ W PHDQW WR KDGKPMEKINW3RLOOLHVW FUD]JLHVW WKLQJV WK
FRQWUDGLFW LW GLG YH UHPHPEHUHG VRPH

UH K\SHU VSHFLDOL]HG JDPHV $UH \RX,QDDLQD WBKDWRK\ERW P\ 3& FRXOG WXUQ LQY
VSHFLDOL]JHG JDPHV DUH QHYHU' ,IXO0 WKRYHSWOID DI EBPMWHG PH UHWULHYH VRPH |
GRQ W WKLQN WKDW LV FRUUH¥@WO +RZ DBERBW WL @& QKR ZDV GDQJOLQJ D MRE V
UROHSOD\LQJ JDPH " 0\ GHILQLWLRQ LQEDQYWHE JDPHV VXFK
DV ,Q ,DQ +DAMPF W :IOPH P\ FKDUDFWHU KLUHCG
X %OXHEHDUG D@ RAMKHU VSHFLDOL]H® IDPHDWVVLQDWLRQ KHVLWDWIBG DW WKH
OLBRQVWHURRRFWY EUHDN LW RXW RPQBRWKBK 3& $YUDP V KDG WKH3GURS RQ W
VFKRRO VHWWLQJ WR VRPH GHJUHH \EKKHVDWIH G KDRPERRNYY RU JUHQDGHV" 1DW)
DQG WKHLU DUFV YHU\ PXFK OLPLW WWHJYARSWRRNDWKH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR VKRR
FDPSDLJQ 7KH VDPH 3& ODWHU VKRW VRPHRQH EHFDX
X ORQWVHJHXIQG YDULDQWMGVXFK DV \XS VWLOO $YUDP V WROG KHU WR WDNH
EDUQDWLRQV RQ DQBDDFN NN SHUVRQ DQG VKH LQFRUUHFWO® DVVXPHG \
WKDW ZDV WKHLQIDAKH 7RA 5RDG WR , P VWLOO VXUSULVHG DQG LPSMWHGBVVHG WKI
/LOQGLVIRK@WH WKHUH DUH DOPRVW Q\RK A HEKIHQWRVWKURZ FRQVHTXHQFHV DW P\
DQG WKH RQHV WKDW GR H[LVW PDQGDWH WKH DUF RI WKH
JDPH ,*7+(0( )25 ,VVXH + -DQXDU\ VW *0LQJ
X 7KH ORXQWDLDKUAKFIKY DOZD\V DERXWWDLFNV \RXYYH HLWKHU *ERUURZHG  IURP F
JURXS RI URQLQ JRLQJ WR ILJKW WKIRMHIRIXNPREWXW \RXUVHOI
ORXQWDLQ :LWFK
X 7KH :RUOG V 3URERK/PY EDVLFDOO\ DBWXII , JRW PRUH RU OHVV E\ UXQQLQJ JDP|
6DQGEDJJHUV USJ x 7DON WR \RXU SOD\HUV DQG OLVWHQ WR
X S5HPHPEHU \RX DUH DOVR D SOD\HU
$00 RI WKHVH OLPLW D JURXS V'SOD\ ,xWKXOW\RRUMHOKD/RPH VODFN EXW DOVR R
GRHV DQG WKH\ UH QRW IUDFRHEZRUNV WKHEZDWDNHV
*853RWOURL *806+2( DUH <HW ZKHQ , WLJ®RXQRW PDNH SOD\HUV UROO WR )LQG 30
IRU USJV DW D FRQYHQWLRQ WOO RI WKH RQRX GEQVWHZORQW WKH 3&V WR IDLO DW
DERYH DUH JDPHV ! G QSHPN®YHYHU\ WLPHGRQ W FDOO IRU D UROO IRU LW
DQG RQH UHDVRQ , G JLYH IRUIRMKLYV LVXWKEKW SWKPN\HDO®ORZYH D GLIIHUHQW SHUVSH
UROHSOD\'L'Q @RMWQ W HYHQ JLYHQ WKHLU R 7KLV PHDQV WKDW VWXII \RX ILQG ¥
H[WUHPHO\ QDUURZ IDU Q/DUUREXV WKDQ PD\ EH YHU\ RSDTXH WR WKHP
R ,W DOVR PHDQV WKDW VWXII \RX Wk
-,0 9$66,/$.26UH VSDFHVKLS UHSDLU GHWDLO , PRWGQZWQGHUIXO PD\ VWULNH WKHP
SUHWHQGLQJ WR VSHDN IRU DQ\RQH RWKHU WKDH) P\VCHWIZLVW WKH\ FDQ VHH FRPL¢
7KHUH DUH PDQ\ NLQGV RI UHDOLVP , GRQ W ZDRIDWRGMMHUULEOH H J \RX PD\ W
ZLWK LQ GHWDLO LQ DQ USJ *5($7 WR QHUI D 3& V SRZHUV RU W
WKHLU VWXII EXW XQOHVV \RX YH |
7,027+< &2//,1621UH PH ,Q VRPH zZD\V D ZRUN \RXU SOD\HUV LW V OLNHO\ WKH\ O
WKDW LV IUXVWUDWLQJ HQRXJK \RX FD@ WI@HRSBDOO\ SOD\HUV DQG 3&V VKRXOG K
WDONLQJ WKLQNLQJ DERXW LVEHRQ D ZKLOIHRWVDXOWHIXILOURDGLQJ LV EDG DQG IRO
LQ D FRXSOH Rl ODUSV OLNH WKDW UH 5RIHDQM: SWHKIRZH EXW LI \RX UH KDYLQJ \
PXFK RI D 3& V VNLOOV FKDUDFWIHW LVWLFV DSMXYHELEQG VWULSSHG RI WKHLU UH\
ZDV VRPHWKLQJ WKDW FDPH XS MOI ILUVWKWIWP BHFOXY FWWHKH SORW VLPSO\ PXVW k
(WHUQDEDASILIQ 2QH RI WKH RWKHU SODAZBUWZKMHQSWOHIBHUYV PD\ JHW LUULWDWHG
WR NQRZ ZKDW -RVK V FKDUDFWHH\ V DE L OF MABXVHHRRIQWR[W P DW WHOUNH EA D PGS D\
WRRN WKH VKHHW ORRNHG LWHRY®U D QG WDILGD FF SYRXWKDW P\ FKDUDFWHU KDV
LQILOWUDWLRQV H[SHUW -RVEVZEN D ELWD DIQ@R\HG FIHWWDLQ ZD\V ,| WKH SUHPL\
GLGQ W QHFHVVDULO\ ZDQW WKDW EHLQJ MPRZQUERIRVHVKIDW WKH 3&V VWDUW DV
D FKDQFH WR KDYH WKH FKDUDRWHU DFW XYOHIUO\GARI HQH@W WKW Q LI \RX UH UXQQLQ
6LQFH WKHQ ZH YH PRYHG WR SXVKLQJ IRWKIWRXBIWHU FODLPLQJ RQH JHQHUDOO\
FKDUDFWHU FUHDWLRQ VR WKDW HYHU\RQWKHRI@EWRBSWXPHHG 1R ODWWHU :KDW L
SDJH DQG WKDW GRHV PHDQ WKDW HYHQ WKW WHLRK B ULDERWRKOXWH O\ QHFHVVDU\ WKL
VFHQDULR WR SURFHHG



. WKHUH LV VRPHWKLQJ WKDW $EVROXWHQQNXKIVW RPSSHKQQJ ULJKW DZD\ 7KH\ |
KDYH LW KDYH KDSSHQHG EHIRUH WKH WKHLU PLQGYV

VFHQDULR FDPSDLJQ VWDUWY DQG RU RIIVWDJH

W V HDV\ WR OHW VOLS LQIRUPDWLREWWIKDW MPX)QEQWURR 6WRU\EUHZHUV DQG
NHHS VHFUHW HVSHFLDOO\ LI \RXU WUR®PUPH PDWHULDO RU

QRWHV IRU UXQQLQJ D VHVVLRQ KDYH |V WKHUHIB& WKLQJ HOVH ZH ZDQW IURP
WUXH QDPH DV RSSRVHG WR WKH QDPH7RLWEKW IDUZERWHR LPSOHPHQW $YLDWUL]
LGHQWLW\ 'R \RXU SUHS WR DYRLG WKDWDPRUWEHRQHWWKDQIUHVVLYHO\ 6RPHWLPH
5XQ IRU WKH JURXS \RX KDYH QRW VRPHDIQMHVRPHWEKISQJ IURP WKH FXUUHQW VF
, KDGQ W WKRXJKW RI LW LQ WKRVH WHORW\X @MH® RQOH\RR 6RPHWLPHV WKH VF
P\ SOD\HUV SUDLVHG PH IRU GRLQJ WKLMLQJ DURXQG DQG DURXQG DQG WKH S
W V RND\ WR WDNH D PRPHQW WR WKL@XBGERXWR UHPLQG WKHP WKDW LW V RNEC
VRPHWKLQJ &DOOLQJ IRU D EUHDN FDQDIQHSOWR PRYH RQ 6RPHWLPHV LW V JRLC
&DOOLQJ IRU D EUHDN DIWHU ®YHU\ KRPWRUQEGZRHED RVWHW RPHRQH V IRUJRWWH
D JRRG LGHD WKH\ ZDQW IURP WKH VFHQH RU KDVQ W
*HQHUDOO\ PDNH HYHU\RQH SHRSOH , PRWRWORGJHBRLW LQ ZKLFK FDVH VD\LQJ
YHU\ JRRG 13&V DQG , YH EHHQ SUDLVHGRIRWW BNDQY WKH RWKHU SOD\HUV FDG
WKH SDUHQWYV JXDUGLDQV RI HDFK ORQVWHUKHDUWYV 3& LQ

D JDPH , UDQ VRPH \HDUV EDFN GLIIHUHXMMDNDGQ UHIXODUO\ ,I \RX KDYH D FRO
UHDVRQDEO\ URXQGHG DQG EHOLHYDEOGR FXRNQW WKGLVRURM OLQHV DQG YHLO\
RI WKLQJ WKDW OHDGV WR P\ VD\LQJ VRRI®PWEDQJ ®R DQ\ SOD\HUV LQFOXGLQJ \I
13& WKDW , KDGQ W WKRXJKW Rl FRQVFYRRM®KLEXWWKDEDQW WR DGG RU FKDQ

IHHOV ULJKW WR HYHU\RQH VXFK WKLQJV LV D XVHIXO UHIUHVKHU +
%XW VRPHWLPHV LW V RND\ QRW WR URX®HE RXWWH HFKDWJIHG" ,V VRPHRQH SODQQ
VLQJOH 13& Rl WRZQ RU GRHV VRPHRQH QHHG WKH J

30D\ ZLWK SHRSOH XQOHVV \RX UH SO LGAIIB WHR@EW KDUG VWRS WLPH WKDQ XV

JDPH REYLRXVO\ 7KLV VKRXOG EH REVWIRPHW KXW VRRHRQH ZDQWV WR PDNH V:

QRWLFHG WKDW VRPHWLPHV D *0 LQFOKGLM)KHPIDIEII' LV

VR IRFXVHG RQ :KDW 6KRXOG +DSSHQ WKDIW W BKAG :LVKHV , G VHHQ WKLV XVHG

IRUJHW WKLV LV D JDPH WKDW LQYROYHWISOJHLQIRAIQHG WKH 6WRU\EUHZHUYV 'L’

SHRSOH WR JLYH IHHGEDFN WR D JDPH GHYHORSHFt
DUUDQJHG E\ IRONV RQ WKH VHUYHU , V

6WXIlI , OHDUQHG IURP $YLDWUL][ LW LV IRU FDPSDLJQ SOD\

X

$JJUHVVLYH VFHQH IUDPLQJ , P QRWXxQHBENWVID BEBIQHRREW 7KLV LV VRPHWKLQJ
DW WKLV ,W V SDUW RI KRZ $YLDWUL|[ NKKHESD WHIRUVRRQLVKHY <RX ZRQ W DOZ
WUDFN LQ KHU JDPHV DQG PDNHV HYHUGRHWKLR QEXMOLW FDQ EH XVHIXO WR NQI
FRQWDLQHG 2QH FDQ WDNH WKLV WRR ZDQWR/I WRNUVB&LWR KDYH D KHDUW WR |
RQH Rl WKH .HUEHURY &OXE )DWH VHVVDRAWKHWKHVBRFKHAN LQ ZLWK RQH RU PF
WROG PH WKH\ ZHUH IROORZL®J WKH W UDHODRMVLLY HB\L | MJUHAMR UV FR ZRUNHUV PH
SORW WKDQ WKH RQH , G EHHQ SODQQLWR RRYM DDWHUEWDO FRQIURQWDWLRQ ZLV
WKHP JRLQJ RIl WKH PDS VR PXFK DV VDLQ@OWKBHHNW WR WKH ELJ ILE® ZLWK WK
ZHUHQ W \HW GRQH ZLWK WKH FRUQHU RXW KR P DWSRWEKHADN D FXUVH RU JHW D P|
ZHUH FXUUHQWO\ LQ RQ )RU JDPHV WKDW IRFXV RQ UHODWLR
ODNH LW \RXU SOXUDO RZQ , YH DOZDNPRWDRQNG, IRXQG VFHQH OLVWV H[WUH
VFHQDULRY DQG FDPSDLJQV WR ILW R\ ZDRXED ANYGDUH DZHVRPH :KHWKHU \RX
$YLDWUL[ WDXJKW PH WKDW VRPHWLPHRU\RXSQBHGUWIRU RQH RI \RXU FKDUDFW#
NLEN WKDW XS WR 6KH V PRYHG HQWHOMH V IRONV RIWHQ DSSUHFLDWH LW Z
FRPPHUFLDOO\ SXEOLVKHG FDPSDLJQV ®IRF BV IXISUM GWHFH RI EDFNVWRU\ DQG GR
GHFDGHV LQ WLPH PRYHG VHFWLRQV LQLWSOEW FWFIHEV WR VRPHWKLQJ WKD
13&V LQ HYHU\ ZD\ IURP ORRNV WR SHUWRKG®DIDLPHM PQBYHQ MXVW NHHSV D VKDU
PRWLYDWLRQ OLNH D MRNH EHWZHHQ WKH 3&V DERXW
0 \RX UH FUHDWLQJ D 3& ZKR VWDUWYV RIO SHHMAW X ODUAQJ D FRQYHQWLRQ JDP
XQV\PSDWKHWLF ZLWK WKH SODQ WKDWWIKGINRFQOO GR D

KHHO IDFH WXUQ GR WKDW WXUQ VRRQHU UDWKHU WKDQ

ODWHU 6WXIl , OHDUQHG IURP 3HOJUDQH

$ FROODERUDWLRQ GRFXPHQW RU RWKHU\BRXUHWWMB HQ®W DWK WK AX®ME \VRDW WKt
JURXS RI JDPHUV PDNH LV QRW D VXLFL&GRUSIDEWNXHY DW OHDVW LI WKH SOD\HU"
30D\HUV LQFOXGLQJ \RX PD\ QRW NQRZIDPKDWRWKBRRN DW VFHQDULRYV DQG FU}L

VFHQDULRYV GLIITHUHQWO\



<RX ZLOO RU DW OHDVW UHDOO\ VKRXEDXH BHOORAN PWWKH PXJIJHUV VR TXLF
FOXHV GLITHUHQWO\ $ FOXH IURP WKLW IS$HROLHSHE QAL WH DMV VKH QHYHU UHDOL]H\
WKH LQIRUPDWLRQ LWVHOI QRW WKH ZUDSSHU IRU LW
PLQXWH SUHS URXWLQJ IURP 1RDK6WRAG, OHDUQHG IURP YDULRXVHWSJ FRPPX(
KWWSV SHOJUDQHSUHVV FRP DW\KRRE DW FRQYHQWLRQV RU RQOLQH
JDPH PDVWHULQJ WLS ZLWK QRDK OOR\6D\ \HV , SUREDEO\ JRW WKDW RULJLQD¢
-RQDWKDQ 7ZHHW DMEE Z/GHWH KH WDONYV

6WXIlI , OHDUQHG IURP IRONV DWHWKH )RUIHERXMWRAUWWRKRHKDOOHQJH WKH 3&V ZLW
RU LQ WKHLU JDPHYV WKHLU DELOLWLHYV

X

$vV D SOD\HU PDNH D 3& \RX G SD\ WR VHKW WRPYHWLPHY GR DFWXDOO\ VD\ QR
DERXW 7KLV RQH LV IURP 5RQ (GZDUGYVLQ2, WKIQNEOH DGYLFH

6RUFHUHU I \RX GRQ W ZDQW WR IQGRMWWY MIRRORXRDQ W SUHYHQW DOO SUR
FKDUDFWHU ZLOO GR DQG ZKDW ZLOO KIDG SRQ GVIFD WKKIPWKH\ GR KHOS

\RX SUREDEO\ KDYH WKH ZURQJ FKDWDFBMWYLRQ =HUR LV DQ DZHVRPH WKLQJ
6WRU\ 1RZ ,W V HDV\ IRU DXWKRUV DQG *®RV WHRXWHWIRIYHU\RQH RQ WKH VDPH S
ZKDW WKH\ WKLQN LV D FRRO VORZ EXUQ EHFDHODAMHWLW QR®BU WR LW

DOO DGG XS WR D 5HDOO\ &RRO 6WRU\ DWRVRMHVSRQWHD®R XJK FUHDWLQJ D 3& \|
WKH IXWXUH EXW LI WKH SOD\HUV DUH ERUHLLAOLQJ WR SD\ WR VHH D PRYLH D
IUXVWUDWHG WKDW V QRW JRRG )URP WKH EHHURQHQ) PXVW EH VLPLODUO\ LQY'
WKH\ VKRXOG JHW WR GR FRRO VWXII WKDW RDWWH W\ V<HYV

HYHQ LI WKHLU 3&V DUH QRW LPSRUWD®WKWR WKH RODMHHZKR WDXJKW PH WKDW
ZRUOG IURP DQ LQ ZRUOG SHUVSHFWLYBWNHVQ WMIYRIQ ZIKHWKHU LQ D ODUS RU LQ
WKH\ UH GRRPHG WR IDLO FDQ JHQHUDOO\ ILQG DQ LQ RKDUDFWHU
3HRSOH JDPH IRU GLIITHUHQW UHDVRQV ZBQ®WHXHOHRQHDQW WR GR

FDQ W bDOzZD\V FDWHU WR DOO RI WKHVH URDVRQW DWXR/GFWKLY , P RQO\ SOD\L
NQRZLQJ ZKDW IRONV ZDQW IURP D JDPH JLYRKDBBFWHU LV WKH 1XUHPEHUJ "HI
EHWWHU RGGV RI UXQQLQJ D JDPH WKH\ OO0 QIRNMHHSOD\HUV DV %ULDQ 5RJHUV S
5HPHPEHU WKDW WKLV LQFOXGHV \RX 7KH XYRRGHRI WKHP DUHQ W HYHQ KDYLQ
GLVFXVVLRQ RI *DPLVW 6LPXODWLRQLVW 1DUSJDDNLYIVONFEODDFWHU LQ VXFK D Z
ERLOV GRZQ WR WKLV )U H[ ZKHQ , UDQ WKHBWH WKIHJIDPH VXFN IRU HYHU\RQI
6FKRRO 3% (0 \HV WKH SOD\HUV ZHUH RQ ERDHBVRQ@WR KDYH \RXU 3& GR RU Q
QDUUDWLYLVW HPRWLRQDO SOD\ VRPH RI WKKPDWOWKRH JDPH QHHGY WKHP WR G
ZDQWHG DW OHDVW VRPH JDPLVW HOHPHQWVGRLNH\RXHDWY W PDNH D GLIITHUHQ
FKDUDFWHUYV GHYHORSLQJ VRPH RI WKHLU VX$OOQ®RVXWD O

DELOLWLHYVY 7KH\ QHHGHG WR UHPLQG PH WK®RWRIOICDHU\ , P RQO\ SOD\LQJ WKH

WKHUH KDG QRW QHFHVVDULO\ EHHQ D ORW RVMKIHRQ*ZRWUYIBUVLRQ RI , P RQO\ SOD
WLPH SDVVLQJ ZH G EHHQ SOD\LQJ IRU VHY HRKDQW PRW WKV
VLOQFH WKHLU ODVW SRZHU XS x S5HDOLVP LVQ W UHDOLW\ , OHDUQHG WK

)DLO IRUZDUG 6RPHWLPHV DXUROO WK RWDIXFE UF IDVEMAK DDIOD. 7KH SURIHVVRU QR
VKRXOGQ W VLPSO\ PHDQ <RX GRQ W G&KWKAHMKIDQV ERX. QJ PRUH UHDOLVWLF W
ZHUH WU\LQJ WR GR OD\EH LW V D )LQS BHORWX\RRBRO FRQWHPSRUDU\ DXWKRUV |
OD\EH LW V VRPHWKLQJ WKH FKDUDFWHW KDW OVOLBKRKQ®EBRDWDFWHUV ZHUH SUR
EH IDLOLQJ DW OD\EH IDLOXUH GRHVQ WSHONQDH W H KDWHYHU IRUP RI YHUVH |
FXUUHQW VLWXDWLRQ VRPHWKLQJ P D QJLYHH \GHRKIBRGIRIW H U ELXY | TO O HRRW
KDYH FRPH WR WKLQN LV XQGHVLUDEOHNKHP FRRXPGNGRW SRVVLEO\ KDYH EHHQ |
UROO ZKDWHYHU WKH UHVXOW VRPHW WHDIOWKRX® VKKDQREH RU ZDONHG DORC
OD\EH \RXU FKDUDFWHU ILQGV WKH FOXEBR RQH WKHGYIX@MMNDDY WKH PLOOHU VXSS!
VHQGV SHRSOH WR EHDW WKHP XS 0D\EFHR XX SRMYRLEON KDYH PDQDJHG WR WHO
ULWXDO VHHPV WR IDLO EXW DFWXDOO&NAOPRUWBEXIOKX PRGH LV PRUH UHDOL
YDPSLUH ZKR VKRZV XS ODWHU OD\EH WKW WKDWHSHUKHUR JDPH EXW WKDW GR!
VHGXFHU VXFFHVVIXOO\ VHGXFHV VRPHRWH/ SMW HFWWOKH® OLQH ZLWK RXU UHD
FKDOOHQJHG WR D GXDO E\ D MHDORXVWHKHWRWHFUDIWLDQ HOHPHQWY .QRZ ZKI
6WDNHV 7KLV FDQ EH SDUW RI )DLO )RURATHWGD QKGCDIWKDW ZLOO EUHDN WKH SOD\H
DFWXDOO\ DW VWDNH ZKHQ \RXWROO WEHVEHPH'H)Q UHPH PEBHULQJ WKDW \RX DUF
HGLWLRRIFUHDW 3RZHUL\E LUBHQYPMR (YHU\ JURXS KDV GLIIHUHQW FULWHULD
EHDW XS VRPH PXJJHUV EXW ZKDW V DWRRQDQRW KDRH, WR SOD\ 3DSHUV DQG 3
LPSUHVV 0DU\ -DQH" +H V JRLQJ WR EHDSHRS WRM OHQJWK RI WLPH RQ FDU UHS
PXJJHUV HLWKHU ZD\ $ODV KH IDLOV WRU PSEMWKWORR LQ FKDUDFWHU $V D *0
KDQGZDYH KRZ WKH 3&V UHWXUQ IURP D



HYHQ WKRXJK LW WRRN WKHP PXFK HAIKRV W IVWOR JHHWPWRH W1 D FRQIXVLQJ VXPPDL
IRU ZKDWHYHU DGYHQWXUH MXVW KDEBWHQKWEVW DQG YDULRXV LQ BKWHDFESWHU O
X B6LPXODWLRQLVP PLJKW EH JWQUB VLY FBEXWQRQHDRV EDFN WKLV ZDWDQ SOD\I
RI EWKRR&NOV /RYHFUDIWIAOW KRUURDPH DUUDQJHG RQ WKH 6WRU\EUHZHUYV 'LV
%ODFN $UW @KW %RXUQH PRYLHV LI 7ORPBIMIDOPH Rl SOD\HUV GLYKGHG LQWR
ZHUH YDPSHOQWVRRIGHOV +RQJ .RQJ VRPH VHVVLRQV KDYLQJ HDFK JURXS UXQ D
DFWLRQ PRYLHV RI WKH ODVW T XD UWHW \RIRDKBIQ GVKRPH EHLQJ D MBLQW VHVVLF
FHQWXU\ 7KLV LV LPSRUWDQW EHFDRQHVRWH/ GHEWRBEMWOV DQG RI FRXSWHVFRRUG!
PDWFKLQJ H[SHFWDWLRQV -RVK DQGDOZODKHMGULENRQH
ODUS ZKHUH D *0 LQFRUUHFWO\ QHUIHG D 3& V VSHFLDO
DELOLW\ ZKHQ WKH SOD\HU ZDV XVLQJZDW HQDWWID \&RX WK HRI 6LON JIRRXS DQG Z
JDPH V DXWKRU LQWHQGHG LQ H[DFWODWKAJURLQKWNDSHVWU\ PHWDSKRUV ,Q VF
VLWXDWLRQ VSHFLILFDOO\ WKH 38MDRIOWKBWLFRXURPZHUH OLNHHVLON ZRUP
WKH PRYLH XVLQJ WKH DELOLW\ WWRQ@YBUYFWLRDFMWLILF WKH WDSHVWU\ 7KH P
SRNHU JDPH ,Q FRQWUDVWLJK®@ ¥LWEHNBIORZV D
%ODFN $STRDPUDFWHU WR VHGXFH VRPHRQH WKH
FKDUDFWHU KDG VODSSHG HDUOLHU 'WDYB@®D RI! QWK D GORKEKBYKHV\RXQJ
WKDW EHFDXVH WKLV LV D VSHUVKUL BIQRXJB QR IR QRLRWKD 6RFLDORWH RI +XP
UHDVRQ ZDQWHG WR FKDQJH WKH &RXUW RI 6LON IR
X &KDRVLXP V 3XVK UXOHDIRW RWK HGLMZAWSXQ ZDV ,QGHEWHG WR 7KH &XW 7KUHD
EWKXAKMVH DGGUHVV HDUOLHU HGLWKRQWKBRE®BEOHRQEY ZLWK 6WUD\ 5LEERQ
&R& SOD\HUV UROOLQJ PXOWLSOH WLPHV XQWLO WKH\
VXFFHHG E\ VD\LQJ WKDW DW PRVW %DMEOQ®DD BHQQDPRQ 5R00 'HZVSXQ LQ!
PDGH ,I D VHFRQG UROO DIWHU D IDWIOHLW LD PIHOYP WKW IHBGWKZHDYRIUV VWROH
LW V FDOOHG D 3XVK DQG LI WKH 3 XM UMYDWQWDKRI WKH &RXUW RIVPOMOORZV W
FRQVHTXHQFH ZKLFK WKH *0 PXVW GRHVERQBHWVEKHIFRNHQLQJ SRZHU +HRIXW )LRUH
WKH SOD\HU UROOV IRU WKH VHFRQ GLQ VDWHPBNH W Ul RARHWIHQWD DVVXPHG 'HZVS
WKDQ D IXPEOH ZRXOG EH 6ZLWFKLQ@KRNE YOARGREVHQRW/ LIHEORRG ID\H5 FXUVH (
JLYH H{IWUD DWWHPSWV XVLQJ D )DVDPBYUW BROOHGAWHIZNSXQ EXW 7KH &XW 7K
\RXU &KDUP IDLOHG LV VWLOOLM 3XVRPQGRYR QRWHNGEQVKBIVSXQ GHGLFDWHG WKH
DGGLWLRQ WR FXWWLQJ GRZQ RQ URGOSRUMLMIRMKH &XW 7KUHDG VPHDXVH 7Kl
VXFFHHG 3XVKHV PHDQ WKDW UHJXSBUQWLOQUNMWBHRHQW EHWZHHQ 'HZVSXQ |
QRW DV EDG DV WKH\ PLJKW EH ,| \RWRDAHGD AKRG® WIR\ RU PD\ QRW KDYH KDSSt
SLFN VRPHRQH V SRFNHW \RXU 3& L\H® @& RBIXMKM QO\ )LRUHYDQWD PLVXQGHUV
6RPHWLPHV \RX MXVW IDLO LV DFWXRWHMHQRWIRQV , P QRW VXUH KRZ PXFK 'HZV
X $SURSRV Rl WKLV -RQDWKDQ 7ZHHW XQL&WHXVWRE ZKDW XHLRXYV FRXU® PDFKLQDYV
FDOOHG D .LUNOLQHVV UROO :KHQ -DPLHHWQ QW W R/ SURWWRW KLP
HVFDSH RQ WIH/RULIUMPMOPRVW DOZD\V
VXFFHHGV SRVVLEO\ OHDGLQJ WR WBURPXE HNQFIHG H
ZRQGHULQJ ZK\ KH GLGQ W GR VR HDX OLBUOORKHMWSK DIQHV&XW 7KUHDG H[DFW WKI
WKHRU\ LV WKDW KH WKRXJKW DERXW LWKRQSE VKM \&KWRMKWHDG UHOHDVHG WKH
WKH VLWXDWLRQ DQG KH UHDNDL]JHG W KDWR P W BRXW /@ P\H R Q W
OHFKDQLFDOO\ .LUN V SOD\HU UROOKG)DRGHYRQOWO MK®®O KDYH JLU UHYHQUJH >
WKH SOD\HU DQG *0 LQWHUSUNMWHG V8RNV VDIVY H HEHSIWQWWR® 7DJ *LYLQJ
DQ HVFDSH DWWHPSW ZRXOG IDLO , HIDHWWKH \6 FRQWBBWRQ 7DJ 1DLYH
X 1R SLHFH RI DGYLFH ZRUNV IRU HYHU\RQH DOO WKDW WLPH
YU HRYHU WKHV\BJHG KDV D UXOH DERRQRREWLRQV
GHVFULELQJ DQ DWWDFN LQ D ERULQJ )HOW VRD FWK HRAD W EDHDDN G LEX 9HOY HW
UHSHWLWLYH ZD\ PHDQV WKH SOD\HU JBWQGRBEQDOW\BUH KH WKH\ 'HZVSXQ V
6RXQGHG JUHDW &KULV 0XUUD\ WROG P/H BADKMW LD & DLW\ SURWHFWLYH RI 'H
WHUULEOH $ SOD\HU FRPLQJ RII D KDUGRXI\GDMWSZRHUMNRPLQJ WKH QHZ UXOHU RI
GRHV QRW ZDQW WR EH WROG WKH\ JH W ISONM DQ]WEHRHLQGR W
EHLQJ DEOH WR GHVFULEH WKHLU 3&xV DIVRWBIMN & ISOPWHG E\ PH VKH WKH\ 'HZVS
FLQHPDWLFDOO\ RYHUSURWHFWLYH FDUHWDNHU , ZURWH
9LROHW WR 'HZVSXQ EXW GLGQ W GR PX
'5,7( 836 6800%$5,(6 6RQJV Rl WKH )DLU WKDW
YRON 6KDUHG :RUOG )DH &RXUWV
7KH &XW 7KB®DEHG E\ PH 7KH\ WKHP ROG
HQRXJK WR WKLQN WKH\ NQRZ LW DOO \RX(



SDVVLRQDWHO\ ZURQJ 'HSHQGHQW &OHURI\D RH WR K LFOMHQMHUV" 7KRVH ZH GR QR\
'"HVLUHG 5HYHQJH RQ WKRVH ZKR XVHG MKKRWM ZH IRUJHW 7KRVH ZH ZLVK QRW WR |
$FTXDLQWDQFHYV /LQNHG 7R 9HOYHW 6XDIGRZH ZKHRZ BRXQRW ZLVK WR EH UHPHPEHUH
ZDV ,QGHEWHG WR WKHP 7KH\ ZHUH W KHHVHQWREHRDJ IRUJRWWHQ RU HYHU KDYL
J)LODPHQW )LOD OHQWUHVVRU D PHPEHV R HWKHV &RK WW HRIU FRXQWHUSDUWY LQ RW
6LONV ZKR ZDV VZRUQ LQ VHUYLRMWR VRPHRQH LQ WKH &RX
RI 6KDOORZV 6R LW ZDV ZLWK 5DYHOOHG (GJHYH3HUKDSYV
H[LVWHG LI 7THQDFLRXV 6HOYHGJH V IDPLO\
YRUPHUO\ NQRZQ DV 7HQDFLRXV 6HOYHGHVWWR3HGD RWQLL@HQDFLRXV 6HOYHGJH K
E\ 6RXPDN :HDYH WKH KHDG RI WKH &REBWQRI2&LONUBODWHMUWKH\ ZHUH WHQUXH WZL(
WKHLU IDPLO\ ZDV NLOOHG EHFRPH 6RX\PLDING HH® PH DA VHWBBWQ DQG HUDVHG  ZKR
DVVDVVLQ 7KH\ ODWHU UHDOL]HG WKDW 6RXPDN :HDYH ZDV
XVLQJ WKHP DPRQJ RWKHU WKLQJV WRGRPRHWHQROU&DYH 5DYHOOHG (GJH DQG
IRU ZKLFK 6WUD\ 7KUHDG KDG EHHQ EOBPHARBPMQUGZIBLID RE HDFK RWKHU V¥ H[LVWHQF
LQWR D PLUURU RQO\ WR VHH IDHIDFH WKDW
$V P\ GHVFULSWLRQ VD\V 1RZ WKH\ SREW H®DE LJRWUDLGFHDYHOOHG (GHH FRPH LQ
EXW KDYH DGGHG 6RXPDN :HDYH WR WKWKD\® LL\QV \RD GIRHHP2HWKDYH WKHL@DZD\V HJl
<RX NQRZ KRZ VRPH SHRSOH KDYH D VHFRIHW KLDW BRRHQWO "
7KH &XW 7KUHDG KDV D VHFUHW O0XUGHU 7DSHVWU\
$UH WKH\ IULHQG RU IRH RU ERWKG2Q0O\ WK
7KH &XW 7KUHDG WULHG WR PDLQWDLQ (GWH IN\RZ\WS URSHUVKDGRZY GR QRW NQRZ
HWLTXHWWH DQG SULYDWHO\ SXUVXH YWG® BN PQBFKWEXMLQNSW
WU\LQJ WR SURWHFW SHRSOH OLNH 'HZVSXQ DQG 9HOYHW
(YHQWXDOO\ WKRXJK WKH\ JRW WKHLU YHQJHDQFH DQG SDLG
WKH SULFH IRU LW
,PPHGLDWHO\ DIWHU 7KH &XW 7KUHDG NLOGC
3URPLVH PDGH , SURPLVHG 9HOYHW 6X@HDRAHQ WRHYHKDH)JHG SODFHV ZLWK 5DYHO!
6WUD\ 5LEERQ V LQWHUHVWYV ZLWKRXW VD\LQJ ZK\
3RVLWLYH 5HSXWDWLRQ 7DJ 'HSHQGDE®WUD\ 5LEERRUPHUO\ DQG HYHQWXDOO\ RQFF
1HJDWLYH 5HSXWDWLRQ 7DJV 'HSHQGH&KL | bR® GRVEIWRIOW@ VKH KHU ROGIHU WKDQ K
$UULYDO ,00 5HSXWHG GHVHWIMRIWR HDU
&RQQHFWLRQV KHU FRXUW DQG UHFODLP KHU SRZHUV 6KH
X G6RXPDN :HDBWD\HG E\ 6WUD\ 5LEERQ)VL$I@MBWUIZLWK 'HZVSXQ WKH 6LEOLQJ RI 9H
KH WKH\ *XDUGLDQ RI WKH &XW 7KUBDG DMXG& )RUPHU ,QWHQGHG RI WXRLRXV 6W
FRQVLGHUHG WKHP P\ ILQHVW FUHDWKBRQORZXWQ 7KH
&XW 7KUHDG ILQDOO\ DVVDVVLQDWHG 6RXPDN :HDYH
WKHLU JXDUGLDQ GLHG ZLWK Bl VPLOIRVQWGLY D BREXRVBWLREQ 7DJ 3HQLWHQW
LQ WKHLU ZDUG RQ WKHLU IDFH 1HJDWLYH 5HSXWDWLRQ 7DJ /RYHVLFN
X 5DYHOOHG $®IHHG E\ 'HZVSXQ V SODBWWRPLVH ODGH , ZLOO UHWXUQ WR 9HOYHW
3URQRXQV VKLIW ZLWK 5DYHOOHG (GJH V PRRG WZLQ RI
7KH &XW 7KUHDG 7HQDFLRXV 6HOYH®MUDIKEDRRERWKEKLIIRQ 'D\GUHDP ZDV IUDPH
&XW 7KUHDG LV 3HUKDSV P\ VLEOLQPIXRG BHBRKVRPHRRH ZKR ZDV D WKRUQ LQ
, PLJKW KDYH EHHQ RU VKRXOG KDY HVEKHHIQQRBURDPVKH JDPH ZKLOH KBRXQ W UHFI
OXFN\ QRW WR EH B6XFK JDPHV ZH VKIURXYISQIX\HU LQQRFHQFH RU UHHVWDEOLVK
VKH KDG UHFODLPHG KHU QDPH WQG SRVLW
7KH GHVFULSWLRQ , ZURWH IRU 5DYHO GRH G I( G BIH

&RQQHFWLRQV

X OXUPXU LQ 7ZL®QDKMG E\ '"HZVSXQ V
0DQ\ DVVXPH &RXUW RI 6KDGHV LV MXVW SIOPRWEKHELEDBR® V VXLWRU IURP WKH &R
IRU &RXUW RI 6KDGRZV 7KLVRXU®RW WKHPFBUHWMHV&EUH WKDW 6WUD\ 5LEERQ G
RI 6KDGHV LV D FRXUW RI LQVKEVWDQWLD®HKDW VXQWE OHHW WKH VDPH SHUVRQ SOI
EHFRPH WDQJLEOH ZLWKRXW SRZHUIXO PDIRBDQHEDMERQVY IURP WKH &RXUW RI 6KDG
EORRG PD\EH WDNLQJ RYHU RU WUDGLQJ WB&D¥H\RXUWKNHHSLQJ WR WHKH LPSOLFL)
VRPHRQH LW LVQ W DOZD\V FEADU ZKDWMKD WHTEOUMIKHHIDH FRXUWYV LQ WKLV JDI
LQVLGH WKH FRXUW OHW DORQH RXWVLGWWWUWHG ZLWK 6

X )JULQJBOD\HG E\ 9HOYHW 6XQGRZQ V SOD
‘KHUH LV WKLV FRXUW" :KHUHYHU RQH GRHKWQKWPOBWRND\ 5LEERQ V FKDSHURQH ZK



KLV FKDUJH D ORRVH WKUHDG WKDW ®PLXWMUBDI® OWXFNHBQW) VHQW L HI)QVKHUDE KL
, GRQ W UHFDOO DQ\WKLQJ HOVH DERXWYXLRPQ DQG B6HFUHWO\ 62 &B® *RW LQW
ZLWK 'HZVSXQ ZKHQ WKH WZR FRXUWV PHW
9HOYHW 6XQBRAMXH IUHVK D OHGGOHUWILGPG ,I0Q0JDPH
5HSXWHG 9HOYHW ZDQWHG WR DHUUDQJH D PDUULDJH DQG VH
LW JR RIl DQG VXJIJHVWHG WR 7&XW& X W3 RK/W MWD @ HVKHDSX WIORNVLRQ 7DJV HR\DO )RUPL
7KUHDG VKRXOG PDUU\ 6RXPDN :HDYH ZKHDIXMW HKWHNG7UXVWLQJ 1DLYH
UHSRUWHG WKLV WR 6RXPDN QRWLQJ VBRNWWILHGYHMSXIWOWLRQ &RQGLWHRQ 6WD\
PLVFKLHYRXV EXW PHDQW QR KWDHIP D QG WKW WQLD @\KKR X WHKRO G
ZDQW 6RXPDN :HDYH WKRXJKW EHVW 7KH &XW 7KUHDG
ZRXOG RI FRXUVH DJUHH JLRUHYDQWD OX]HWWE DWW OIWLD" "
+HGRQLVW 1HZ ORQH\ 'HVLUH :RR \RXU UL
9HOYHW ZDV 6WUD\ 5LEERQ &KLIIRQ 'D\GMKHDE WNWLERUBAHY 3UHGHVWIOQH®ELYDOV
DQG ZDV OLQNHG WR 7KH &XW 7KUHDG BRXDLMAOIOUHU VEKWKNZRDYLXV 'HZUBXQ KDV F
IDH RFFDVLRQDOO\ ERG\VZDSSHG 7KLVL\@R®RRAY H ZV BKQP H
DEDFN DV \RXQJ 9HOYHW ZDV QRW JRRG DW SUHWHQGLQJ WR
EH 7KH &XW 7KUHDG VR 7KH &XW 7KUHDGH DP® FWHRQVWRS EHWZHHQ 'HZVSXQ DQC
'"HZVSXQ DERXW WKH ERG\VZDS DQG ZURR\PHSE OLEBW WG H@MRXIK WKDW 7KH &XW 7KUFK
9HOYHW ZLWK PXFK DGYLFH RQVEXQOLQWL RUHWYROQWDRWWHRQW WR \HO COBIW WHHR) 7 KH
RQ OLIH LQ JHQHUDO DQG RQ DQ HQFORNRHIGI P DDSRIM® PIOVEJ IRU WKDW
WKH\ G PDGH IRU 9HOYHW 9HOYHW ZDV DOVR EHVW IULHQGYV
ZLWK )ODYLXV &UXVWDVHXV RI WWH &RXWWPRIVEHRDOORZV RU

OHDVW )ODYLXV WKLQNV VR X 7R SXOO RIIl DQ QHDU LPSRVVLEOH IHDW
FDUYHG GRZQ SHDUO WKDW VKLQHYV OLNI

3RVLWLYH 5HSXWDWLRQ 7DJ 5HJDO &XULRXV 6WDU V UHTXHVW

1HIJDWLYH 5HSXWDWLRQ 7DJ )OLSSDQWx , SURPLVHG 'HZVSXQ P\ KHDUW WLO WKH
GD\V

&RQQHFWLRQV x +DG SURPLVHG VHYHUDO WKLQJV WR .DO

X *LOGHG 5BOW\HG E\ PH VKH KHU 9HOYWWXWWYV DV D \RXQJ IDH
ERG\JXDUG IURP WKH &RXUW RI 6WHB3ROVLWALYGIQ5WSXMDWLRQ 7DJV 2EVHUYDQW
KHU PXFK EXW 9HOYHW V SOD\HU P D&HQD WWHDDOD RRKR®/]SDK
EDFNJURXQG IRU KHU 6KH DQG 9HO YHW HDIFKHZRYH RDOFXODWLQJ 9LOH 6KUH
VOLYHU RI WKH RWKHU V OLIHEORR G 3[RYW® W KHPHSIONBIWLRQ &RQGLWRRQ $QJIHC
JLYLQJ WKHP VRPH GHJUHH RI SRZHUERDHHYRHYH\RX FDQ GR QR ZURQJ
DQRWKHU $SDUW IURP WKDW *LOGHG JIRVIHY HR BIORZW DMKHRQ &RQGLWLRQ )UDFV
6WHHO WUDGLWLRQ RI NHHSLQJ KHUFORME@RRRXQWBRESDOOHG E\ \RWRU EHKDY
SRPPHO RI KHU ZHDSRQ WR EH RIIHUWSGH DR WRUWRKQGHU
LI VKH VKRXOG HYHU IDLO DV D GXHOLVW RU D GHIHQGHU
X 3RFNHWSHBBOKNHG E\ 6WUD\ 5LEERQ &KQDRGQWUHVVRU YKEDPHOQWBIH """
'D\GUHDP V SOD\HU KH KLP 9HOYHW&RURHUWWRRP WRHMHLJQ 'HVLWHU JUHH \RXL
&RXUW RI 6WRQH FRXUWLQJ 9HOYHWEHHFDKNHHD®B DB@WVYQ KRPH 6ZRUQ LQ VHU
9HOYHW WR DJUHH WR EHFRPH WKH FBMWDWHBSHEGAHVWLQHG 5LYDOV ZZWHK )LRUHY]
RUQDPHQW RI KLV JDUGHQ 6XUH KH&KRWKQKGUIRDEH WKLV
E\ SDUDO\]LQJ 9HOYHW EXW KH G UDWKHU JHW KLV
WDUJHW PXVH SUH\ WR DJUHH ZLOOLRURRLYKH &X@ GR QR KDUP WR )ODYLXV &U X
7KUHDG WULHG WR GLVVXDGH 9HOY HRD WWRRUMKKWY FLUFXPVWDQFHYV
3RVLWLYH 5HSXWDWLRQ 7DJV 'HYRWHG 'X\
7KH RWKHU JURXS ZDV WKH &RXUW RI 6 KBOIDRIZWH 7BRQ BWWXEERUQ 3HWXODQW
NQRZ D ORW DERXW ZKDW KDSSHIQH®B ZLWK WKHP VR WKLV Z
EH HYHQ PRUH FXUVRU\ , P JRLQJ WR O&MOWLFR RX WAMEKUMM/ KH\ ERUQ EHQHDWK WKH O
&RQQHFWLRQV DV , KDYH DEVROXWHO\ BROLGWB 2KDW@DAMRFLDOLWH 1HZ ORQH\ 'H
JRLQJ RQ ZLWK WKHP WKH FRXUW OHDGHUV WR VWHS GRZQ DQG }
RYHU WR VRPHRQH RI \RXU FKRRVLQJ %HVV
YODYLXV &UXVWH WM DIJHOHVV OLNH WXMHYEMDE)LOD LV 6ZRUQ LQ 6HUYLFH
&DUHHULVW 20G ORQH\ 'HVLURXBLVH LQ WKH UDQNV RI \
&RXUW DQG HQVXUH LW DFKLHYHV LWV RERHFMLYHDUWRWP BWUD\ 5LEERQ , ZLOO Q
JULHQG 6RXOVKDUHUV 8QZLOOILL®JI ZLW KP LIVRWWHHY TRXW D7 BIX®I O\ H
%HVW JULHQGV ZLWK &XULRXV 6WDU %BRWLWLYHDRBNWSXWDWLRQ 7DJV %ULJKW 60\
GHOXVLRQDO" >VLF@ ZLWK 9HOWYHW 6XQGRWQYRWDEIVQDDQLSXODWLYH &ROG ,QV



1HIDWLYH 5HSXWDWLRQ &RQGLWLRQ 3UREDWLRQ <RX DUH
KDUVKO\ FKDVWLVHG E\ \RXU HPSOR\HU'HDQEHUMBELWK D VPDOO SDFNDHH WR 9HO
UHVWULFWLRQV RU FRQGLWLRQV \RX PX\RW ®\E LIGUHVEBA V D\

/HWWHUV , ZURWH GXULQJ YDULRXV (SL¥YWBBODXVHNWKBE8HY KRSH LW LV WR \RXU OLNL

7KH ZRUGY DUH ZUDSSHG LQ DQ HPEURIVFEHVHE UUEBRRMH QVK® ZKDW VHBIEV,WR EH Y|
NLQG RI ULEERQ WKDW KDV PDQUSRVVLEVO BPWXNOGHBSHQGWELQ WKUHDHBUUHSHDWL
RQ WKH QHHG RI LWV RZQHU 7KH ULEEPQGWEHO WRURGPWRKH OHWWHHUMHDGDUJH D
6RXPDN :HDYH WLHG LQ D WLG\ BRZ D QW KA IURDBOUWWNDVHIHOH IRUPLQJ RWBWU ZRUGYV
VXFK WKDW RQO\ 6RXPDN :HDYH FDQ XQWHDW KWDK\HERW DM\GXQZHDYH DQG IRUP WKH |
XQZUDS WKH ZRUGV ZKLFK XQUDYHO DVPWKWD DHJ B IDH MG

IRUPLQJ D WKUHDG WKDW FDQ LWKHU EH FXW RII RU ZRYH

LOWR WKH HGJH RI WKH ULEERQ :KDW \RX QHHG WR NQRZ

0\ /LHJH '"HZVSXQ LV DZDUH ZH VZLWFKKB EXW WK
ILUVW WLPH DQG D VKREN WR XV ERWK

W LV LQWHUHVWLQJ WKDW \RX,D3R ZKHWKKDYHDWRMGORYMSXQ , ZLOO FDOP \RX

QRW WKLQN WKDW , DP EXW WKLV ZDV DQVERRD MDWMIHINRHZVSXQ ZLOO WHOO DQ\R

FXULRVLW\ WR RI DOO SHRSOH 9HOYHW 6KRBBGQRX ZLVK WR EHFRPH EHWWHU DW
EHFRPLQJ PH , ZLOO KDSSLO\ UQYWWUXFW \F

9HOYHW VXJIJHVWHG QR 7KDVWYNWRRHXHHWXIDLERHGWON ODFNLQJ WKDW 'HZVSX!

VWDWHG RXWULJKW WKDW D PDWFK EHWDNHIPLRX DQG PH ZDV

D WKLQJ , VKRXOG EH FRQVLGHKRRJ , DP(QPORYHGQWXDHDVN WKDW ZLOO FKDQJH

WR WDNH D VWDWHPHQW DQ\ WDWHPHEDWENWVLYRVERRNIMNH D PHPEHU RI 6LOI

DP , NQRZ QRW ZKHWKHU , VKRXOG EH PONDPHO\ RHRABBEGUY WKRXJK HYHU\RQH ZL

RQ \RXU EHKDOI RU JLYLQJ WKH PDWW WK R¥®ERXW XV FDOO WKLV VLPXODFUXP &

FRQVLGHUDWLRQ 7KLV LV EHFDXVH \RX VXJJHVWHHG 6 WUD\ &
KHUVHOI DW WKH XSFRPLQJ HWRE®W ZLWK 6k

, DP FHUWDLQ 9HOYHW PHDQV QR KDUP JH\W KL KKUIJNMVRVERQGRQQHG DA GRIIHG D

7KDW LV QRW WR VD\ WKDW 9H®RWHW PHD®YHPR IPQY PRLERWK DW WKH HYHQW ZLOO

PLVEFKLHI LV QRW KDUP 9HOYHW QHV X JIBIRXWMIRQY ZKDWHYHU

VKRXOG WKLQN RI LW GRHV IREXVRRQ ZHD DIFQD DKM WRX RRDIKW GHFLGH WR NHHS L

RXU FRXUW WRJHWKHU UDWKHHUNKDQ WRXQVHOKHP WR DQRWK

FRXUW VWUHQJWKHQLQJ RXU WDSHVWU\, KDYH WROG 6RXPDN :HDYH RI \RXU VXJJ
ZH ZHG

0\ IHHOLQJV WRZDUG \RXUVHOI KDYH HYHYRXHB QHWMKXRW HVKIH ILUVW 3RRRIXWSHEEOH

JUDWLWXGH DQG OR\DOW\ DV LV PHHW ZL@® SARR\S IEH W KRR XODG/W , GRVOIRWHWKLQN |

QRW DQG GR QRW FRQVLGHU WRHWR WR ZRKO®GGWXEMLQIX LQ O

ZLWK \RX 1RU DV , VDLG ZRXOG , FRQVLGHU WKHP WR

LQFOXGH EHLQJ LQ ORYH ZLWK DQ\RQH2R® VHHW V DVVXPH WKDW WKH RDVN ZRUNV
ZD\ OHDQ ODJLF ZRUNV DQG LI IRONV ZDQW

'KHWKHU WKLV LV D ODFN LQ PRWHO!| RU5BIY RRBSHR IRXQQWKLFK FDQ EH XVHG E\ ZKR

\RX RU SHUKDSV ERWK , GR QRQEWIQRZW %X WL U DWW RXPHHLW V XVHG

IUHH IURP HQWDQJOHPHQWY Rl WKDW NLQG DQG WKXYV

DYDLODEOH IRU XVH LQ VXFK DIOOOADFHV DV PDUULDJH HQWD

\RX GHHP ILW VR ORQJ DV EHLQJ LQ ORYH LV QRW D

UHTXLUHPHQW IRU WKHP >$V 9LROHW &KLQW]@

$V IRU WKDW RWKHU PDWWHUU , ZLOO RHPRXRVHHEWSKQHLQ WKHLU URRP :RYHQ L
YLILODQW )URP ZKDW , KDYH WKXV IDUZRBEBVPHWAMHGE PAWGUHDRI FKLQW] LQOMXMOWLSOH
5LEERQ GRHV QRW VHHP WR SLQKRRU &XIWMRX\VBWBDW IDRWHUV HPEURULGYBIKEG XSRC
NQRZV ZKDW VKDOO KDSSHQ DWGWRXUQBV'WKHP® EBWEK BREYLRXYV QWWHKLQJ DER
UHSRUW
<RXUV WR ZHDYH LQWR WKH WDSHVWU\'RDBXVWRXIWS Y \RX LV PRVW FUXHO RI 6R
GHHP ILW QRW WR SHUPLW \RX WR UHPDLQ VDIHO\ EH
7TKH &XW 7KUHDG WKLV LOO RPHQHG HYHQW ZLWW WKRDOORZV
EH , ZLOO EUDYH WKH ZDWHUV DQG EH E\ \



WKURXJKRXW WKLV HYHQW |, KRURPLVH WKWPVD,QZKQEBUFRRW @ WX UHDG ZKLFK SOHDWYV
DQ\ KDUP WR EHIDOO \RX , ZLOO DOZD\VRPUHRNKHRW DPERXRXW D IRRW ORQJ ERZV WR
WKHQ LI SHUPLWWHG GHSDUWYV

'"HOLYHUHG RSHQO\ WR )LOD OMOMUHVVRU ZRYHQ GHOLFD
LQWR D KDQGNHUFKLHI 7KH REYLRXV VEEQW [DW LY S\KDW WEPRVW FROWRRDIDHVV IDE
VHQGHU KDV QR VHFUHW PHVVDOHRWLGGHDQDOL QDLW B QG GRHHI 7KH OHWWWHUV RI WK
FDUH LI RWKHUV UHDG WKH ZRU®W VR OLRXQU HI'D H MWW IRQFKKINQ KHOG XSKMR D UHIOH
GHVWLQDWLRQ ,QGHHG LW WDGARVW DMWWWHKWWDHUN BDAKH EXW VXIDERLHQW O\ GO
FRQWHPSW LQ WKH DVVXPSWLR@RWKDWVRRVEHUVHUQEWKH BRWKHRXIK WKQJJURZ SDO
6KDOORZV ZLOO UHDG )LOD V PHRUDJHWEB QG \DHDG MKK MDOMOW VHQWH®FH RI WKH IL
VRPHWKLQJ WKDW LV QRW WKHPRWH)RU JIURY VWRHQWHQWQGE® IDLQWHU HDOPRWW EO*F
FRPIRUWLQJ WKDW RI FKHULVHKEG WKUHERGGEDUHIXOO\ VRUW
DQG VWRUHG EHIRUH XVH LQ D PHVVDJH IRU D EHORYHG
VWXGHQW 7R )HOW 5XOHU RI WKH &RXUWRI 6LON GR
6HQG *UHHWLQJV
)LOD
7R FODULI\ WKLV LV QRW WKHWWRWQ :H EX
, ORRN IRUZDUG WR VHHLQJ \RX DRRQ ZKRWH \RX BKEGHNO WR NHHS WWLQJV VLPS
,V WKHUH DQ\WKLQJ \RX ZRXOG KDYH PH EQUH BKDRBHVWRPNVKLQN QR RQH GRHYV
KRPH"
‘H KDYH HQWDQJOHG RXUVHOYHV ZLWK WKFH
7KH &XW 7KUHDG EHFRPLQJ SDUW RI WKH ZHDYH WQG ZH WKI
ZH DFNQRZOHGJH WKLV ,Q WKH SDVW LW Z
PDWWHU IRU 6RXPDN :HDYH ZDVWQWH EHOLH
NLQG RI UXOHU WKDQ <RXUVHOI
7R 6LU )ODYLXV &UXVWDVHXV Rl WKH &RXUW RI 6KDOORZV
‘H GR QRW NQRZ LI 6RXPDN :HDYH ZDV DZDL
'"HZVSXQ Rl WKH 3DWKZHDYHUV WX XVWVGRRYPWWRRRIEWWR \RXU SUHVHQHAH WKH S
DV D IULHQG DQG WKHUHIRUHWKNKDOORWMXXYXVWKBW WR EFRRXU WKUHDGYV ZHUH VSXC
IULHQG DQG WR NHHS WKH FRQWHQWYV RHDWKLY ZHEVIZXKHWRHU RU QRW 7KH\ ZHUH I
\RXUVHOI , NQRZ WKDW RXU FR©XWY DBRPHQRPXNWRUROGVKUXJ IRU Z8 DUH ZKDYV
, FRQIHVV , EHJLQ WR ZRQGHU ZK\ <RXLKDYM ERQE WR DUJXH ZLWK WKDW
KDUP WR DQ\ , KROG GHDU DQG DOO WKDW , KHDU RI \RX
LQGLFDWHV QRWKLQJ EXW KRQBQ ,W ZbW DRSOGYROHUH6DQS DOOLDQFH :H ZDQW <
KRQRU WR ZLWQHVV ZKDW ZDV WKH PR\GA IUHPIBDQWDEW ZIBXMMWR KHOS DHBDQW WR
KDYH HYHU VHHQ FOHDQO\ DQG WR WKH H[WHQRQ6LON ZLVKH

7KH &XW 7KUHDG Rl WKH &RXUW RI 6LBINGR QRW DVN IRU WUXVW ,MHLV WRR HDU
WKUHDGV WRR UDZ :H GR QRW HQWLUHO\ N
ZKDW ZH DUH ZKDW ZH PD\ EHFRPH :H DVN
QHZ EHJLQQLQJ IRU 6LON WR HPWNQG WR X\
$ VLONHQ WKUHDG IORDWYV WR HLRUH Y DIQRW DD ZFKK-DQ FtH LVYWDO\R SHULORXWWR JLYH DQ
DQG DEUXSWO\ GLYLGHY LQWR VPDOOHW ISILV FHY QRHFEXRUPW LV DOYR §WWIH®R XV
OHWWHUV RI D PHVVDJH RQO\ E\ WKH OLJKW UHIOHFWHG LQ WKH PLL

7R )LRUHYDQWD OX]HWWD *DOODVLD RI WKADQRRWWIRLO WR ZHDYH RXU RZQ WDSHYV
6KDOORZV FKRRVH KRZ DQG ZLWK ZKRP WR ZHDYH LW
WKDW ZH ZLOO UHMRLFH LQ UPMWYKHU WKDQ
, DSRORJL]H IRU LQWHUIHULQELWLY SHUVRQDO PDWWHU 7
RZHG WR \RX , FDQQRW UHFDOO WKH OBDRWWWEBHSWDZDP QRW ZKR , ZDV EHIRUH ,
'"HZVSXQ VPLOH ZLWK SXUH MR\ <WX KD&KDEB\HMW DWMAO®HFDUH IRU <AXU VLEOLQJ L
LV QRW UHTXLUHG WKDW \RX DFFHSW HEWRRIRHPS DWRLEROIN MR DWWHQG KLV ZHGGL(
JUDWLWXGH <RX RZH PH QRWKLQJ SUHIHU KH QRW OHDUQ RI P\ FKDQJHG FLUF
7KHUH LV QR VLJQDWXUH DV WKH DXW KRWXMVD OARHIEKBWAM.VFUHWLRQ BQG MXGJHP}
JLRUHYDQWD WR NQRZ WKHLU LGHQWLW)QGRZVADIRUSEBR SSWHRPLVHY LQ WKLV UHJDU(
EDUJH LQ RQ ]JHP DUPHG ZLWK VKDUS VKHDUV DQG
LQGLJQDWLRQ" 2QFH WKH OHWWHWRLY UHDG WKH SLHFHV MR
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Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 94

Adventurers

Hagar the Hewer, dwarf level 4 Imag-
ine Conan as dwarf.

Ambros, cleric level 4 Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Tarkus the Promising , cleric level 3
Follower of Bachontoi, God of Red
Wisdom.

Beorg the Gravedigger, ghter level
2. Inspired to adventure after burying
several adventurers.

Bob the Dwarf, dwarf level 2 Midget
with big beard in search of an adven-
ture.

Bairstowbury the Chaotic , haling
level 3 Remarkably muscular for a
hal ing.

Sweetrain 1st, Airday

“Help me out, will you?”

Ambros donned ornate plate mail
worn by the undead knights the party
had vanquished moments ago. He lost
his own armour in an acid vat not
even an hour ago.

Bairstowbury the Chaotic nally
showed up. He was apparently shad-
owing them the whole time, but
choose to appear only when he deems
so.

Six adventurers opted to thoroughly
search the cursed king's chamber be-
fore proceeding down the steps hid-
den underneath the rubble of the
king's tomb.

This was no tunnel, nor hewn spiral

staircase. No, this was a hole in the
ground, bored either by great might

or magic. The slope was nearly ver-
tical. The steps were nothing but

formed soil and stone. It was a narrow

one as well.

The party had to proceed in a single
rank; they could only ght with small,
one-handed weapons. Hagar took the
lead.

Down and down they went. Deep. A
hundred feet or more, if the dwarves
are to be trusted.

Another twist, but this time ending
with an opening into thick darkness,
barely penetrated by the adventurers'
torchlight.

“Help...me...”




Overlord's Annals

Barely understandable cry could be
heard. At rst they misunderstood
the accent as foreign; but after listen-
ing closely to some time they realised
it is in fact Ancient Common.

Inching forwards soon revealed the
sad predicament of the tortured one.

Upon a hexagonal plinth was a g-
ure wrapped in chains; pinned to

the ground like a ball, with face and

belly pointing downwards. The chains
were thick and of unknown material;

two were anchored to each side of
the platform. Figure itself was incor-
poreal, barely visible under all the
chains.

“We are here to help! By the holy or-
ders of Poseidon! Are you the wrongly
accursed soul?” Hagar inquired.

But the gure only communicated
with nonsense, cries, wails, sobs, and
repetition of pleas for help.

Canvassing the cave revealed little.

Chains were indeed real, and not an
illusion. Upon closer inspection, it be-
came obvious that all of them wrap
around the gure, and then through
its torso and down into the center of
the platform.

Haling made another discovery,
something much more interesting
than a king cursed to suffer for all eter-
nity: nine chests of blackened wood.
Five had a gilded lid, three silvered
lid, and one jewelled lid. First was
lled to the brim with gold pieces, sec-
ond with silver pieces, and third with

small gems.

By now three adventurers have
climbed the platform and were at-
tempting to speak with the gure.
Two failed, but Beorg succeeded.

“Destroy. .. chains...please...”

Bob tapped his warhammer on the
rst link of one chain. Hammerhead
shattered.

“Magic. ..use...magic...”

Everyone stepped off the platform.
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Bob took out two-handed Wolfham-
mer.

He swung.

The link exploded, and the chain re-
tracted like an angry eel, making the
gure scream as it pulled through it.

Bob repeated this three times.

As the chains were broken one by one,
the gure slowly rose to kneeling po-

sition, then to crouching, then slouch-

ing, and then to nally standing.

Without chains obscuring its shape,
the adventurers could see a gauzy g-
ure of a naked man. His body was
broken, his regal face tortured but re-
laxed, his eyes sunk but radiating.

The man looked at each adventurer, as
if he was studying them. They could
feel the warmth of the gaze.

“Thank you.”
The man vanished.

As the warmth slowly abandoned
them, Beorg and Hagar felt a bit wiser
from the whole experience.

The heavy chests contained a total of
7 500 gold pieces, 9 000 silver pieces,
and 40 small gems.

The party discussed at great length
how to get all this treasure out. There
is an unreliable bridge over acid pool,
there is a corridor with pendulums

and scythes, and there is a crypt with
hundreds of restless undead.

Having adventured for nearly sixteen
hours straight, the adrenaline faded
away, and exhaustion set in. What bet-
ter place to rest at than cursed king's
torture chamber? At least it has one
entrance, they said.

Sweetrain 2nd, Waterday
“Oh no!”

In the morning the party had found all
their standard rations spoiled. They
also spent ten torches.
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After another round of discussions,
they decided to take all the gems, and
load all the gold coins they could in
their backpacks.

Heavily encumbered they moved on.
It took them half an hour to get back
up in the tomb! Low on torches, they
opted to pour all their coins in one
broken sarcophagus, and vowed to re-
turn for it all.

They successfully navigated the maze.

Their rope was where they left it, so
they used it to cross the bridge.

When they opened the stone doors
leading into the long trapped corri-

dor a mass of burning esh fell upon

them, setting some on re.

Although they stomped the esh blobs
wreathed in purple ame with ease,
that still left some adventures a tad
charred.

“What is this?”

The corridor was chock full of broken
skeletons—bones and skulls all over
the place.

“Were they following us?”

Pushing on led to another encounter
with a mass of burning esh; dis-

patched as easily as before. Afraid
of descending into hip-tall purple fog,

Bairstowbury the Chaotic climbed on

top of Hagar's shoulders.
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Not a bad call since the party in-
deed had to deploy their stomping

boots once more. Four skeletons were
turned to dust by Ambros's holiness.
The party increased their pace dra-
matically, and exited this place unin-

terrupted.

They reached Midway by end of the
day. The plan was to sleep and head
to Hara for a multitude of reasons.

Sweetrain 4th, Fireday

Mavis, the High Priestess of Posei-
don, con rmed that she doesn't have
any visitations from the cursed spirit.

They did the right thing.

Hagar met with Zenon Coke, Head-
master of the Assassins' Guild, to ne-
gotiate terms on his life. Alas, since
seven separate contracts were signed,
Hagar would need to pay at least 8
600 gold coins.

“And that's why, my dear friend, | had
helpfully indicated that one of your
mithral bars would be suf cient to
cover our expenses for cancelling the
contracts. Think about it and let me
know no later then by next Spiritday.”

For a little bit of good news, the party
found two letters waiting for them.

Both Imrael and Namelin, two of
Hara's wealthiest and most in uen-
tial merchant families, are interested
in representing the adventurers in dis-
tant markets like Tarantis, Viridistan,
and City State of the Invincible Over-
lord.

“Perhaps we can play them against
each other!” Bob thought excitedly.

Beorg and Bairstowbury spent the
day drinking and pub hopping. They

learned that commoners are increas-
ingly worried about ever growing ten-

sions between Namelin and the Red
Queen. Will Hara plunge in bloody

civil war?

Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 95

Adventurers

Hagar the Hewer , dwarf level 4 Imag-
ine Conan as dwarf,

Ambros, cleric level 4 Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Tarkus the Promising , cleric level 3
Follower of Bachontoi, God of Red
Wisdom.

Beorg the Gravedigger, ghter level
2. Inspired to adventure after burying
several adventurers.

Bob the Dwarf, dwarf level 3 Midget
with big beard in search of an adven-
ture.

Darius, cleric level 3 Follower of
Dacron, God of Craftsmen.

Rorik, ghter level 3. A ghter.

Sweetrain 10th, Spiritday

“Pleasure dealing with you once more
Master Dwarf.” Zenon was polite as
always “I promise we will not accept
any new contracts pertaining to you
until summer.”
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Hagar parted with one mithral bar; a
minuscule price for his life.

Then he spent several days with Bob
planning the extraction of treasure
from the crypt.

The plan was as follows: create a
“wash-line” system using block and
tackle on opposing ends and several
hundred feet of rope.

Fill fourteen backpacks with gold
coins.

Hang them on the line and pull them
across the acid pool instead of using
the bridge.

Then carry it all out.

Forming a large party of seven
adventurers—after all, somebody
needs to carry all that treasure—they
set out of Hara on morning of Sweet-
rain 10th.

Volume 5 Issue 2

Midway was their rst stop.

There Wershaw, the constable, chas-
tised them for not keeping their word
and delaying closing the crypt.

He also conveyed Lord Kyle's deep dis-
appointment in the party for not help-
ing him as promised.

Adventurers hired Dubalan, the
sweaty goatherd, to be their guide
once more.

They reached the crypt by nightfall,
and opted to rest before the delve.

Sweetrain 11th, Airday
18.
18 hours of hard, hard work.

That's how long it took them to exe-
cute their plan.

Getting to the tomb was easy.

Setting up the pulley system was easy,
but time consuming.

Carrying 14 backpacks full of coin was
slow.
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Especially when you need to navigate
a corridor full of swinging pendulums
and scythes.

While skeletons and burning blobs of
esh are trying to distract you.

But they made it out of the crypt,
proudly carrying 5 600 gold pieces.

They left behind around 11 000 coins,
of which approximately one fth was
gold.

Exhausted from hard work, they once
more rested at Dubalan's “secret spot”
hidden between the bushes and rocks.

Sweetrain 12th, Waterday

Rested, but encumbered, the party
headed back to Midway. What usually
took just two watches now required

double time.

Having reached river Cedarwade by
nightfall, the party decided to camp

overnight and cross it in the early
morning.
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Sweetrain 13th, Earthday
“Get up!”

Beorg's yell was drowned out by
tremendous noise create by a dozen of
blood-red skinned barbarians charg-
ing the camp.

Everyone quickly jumped out of their
bedrolls and grabbed their weapon.
Altanians rapidly closed in on the
party, unleashing a salvo of spears and
handaxes as they did so.

Beorg checked the advance of several
barbarians, but others successfully cir-
cumvented him and barged straight
into the camp.

From there it was a violent, free-for-
all skirmish. Barbarians laughed and
jeered at the adventurers. In return,
the adventurers hit hard. Whenever
their blows connected, that is.

One of the clerics managed to stay
out of melee for long enough to blind
one of the attackers with Light spell.
Bob and Hagar drew a lot of atten-
tion, both for being dwarves and for
wielding unique looking weapons.

“First one to take dwarf scalp wins!”
one of the barbarians roared.

Lo and behold, all but the blinded
one disengaged and rushed to attack
one of the dwarves. In the confusion,
or rather, excitement, two barbarians
were hacked down.

Hagar pushed off his would-be

scalpers. Bob, on the other hand,
wasn't so lucky. First he was beaten.
Then he was manhandled and forced
to the ground. And then he felt burn-

ing sensation as winning Altanian cut

across his forehead. Sharp pain fol-
lowed, as the man jerked off his scalp
by pulling hard on the hair.

The man ran off, showing his butt
to the adventurers. Other barbarians
laughed and insulted the party as they
ran off into the sunrise.

“Bob, you good?”
“No.”
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Clerical healing nursed the dwarf back
to life. Faceless and scalpless, Bob was
certainly taking on a rather ghoulish
appearance.

“What about that guy?”

Blinded Altanian was still swinging
madly. The party tied him up like
a hog, and then dragged him with
them.

Once at Midway, they hired a barge to
take them to Hara. Much better than
trudging along encumbered.

Entering through docks in north-
ern Hara, the party registered their
hard earned coins, paid the tax, and
headed for their home.

Sweetrain 14th, Fireday

“We will kill you all' Burn the city to
the ground! Rape you women! Feast
on your children!” the Altanian kept
yelling at his captors. Little useful in-
formation did he have. So they sold
him at the market.

By now Hara has effectively been
split in half. Southern portion was
controlled by Namelin's thugs. They
were patrolling in bands of four to
six, always joined by at least one
person displaying a compass rose
icon—Namelin's family symbol—who
seemed to be in charge. These bands
never touched the party. In fact, the
leader would always be polite, and
make sure the adventurers have a free
passage through the city, undisturbed.
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Two areas in south Hara were de-
void of Namelin's presence. One was
Imrael's mansion, who deployed his
own men around it. After all, he still
is the wealthiest and most af uent
merchant in Hara. Second was the
keep overlooking the marketplace. Al-
though there was no castellan, the few
remaining soldiers decided to hole up
there and maintain an illusion of con-
trol over the city.

Queen's island was closed off, with
few rowboats going there and back.

Hagar, Bob, Rorik, and Tarkus ac-
cepted the invitation for lunch from
Amulias Imrael, head of the fam-
ily. There they were offered advice
on dangers of aunting their wealth.
More importantly, Amulias wanted to
know where they stand regarding the
increasing tensions in Hara.

Hagar advocated for supporting the
Queen, citing their previous help and
good relations with Haermond I, the
former castellan.

“New castellan will be appointed in
the next few months. Namelin will
nominate one of his sons, I'm sure of
it. We will back Tagoler. He is a good
man and has been doing stellar job
at the Castle of the Wode. I'm afraid
he will be assassinated on his way to
Hara.”

“You would be perfect to protect him.

First, you have clearly demonstrated
your ghting prowess. No one dares

touch you here. Second, you are for-
eigners, meaning there is less dirt on
you someone can try to leverage.”

“While | admire your support for the
queen, | must warn you that this
might get ugly. Remember that crown
you commissioned for some monster?
Yes, you gave me a good explanation
why, but surely you can see how that
could easily get twisted and spinned?”

Adventurers discussed for a long time,
reaching meek agreement on sup-
porting the loyalists and protecting
Tagoler.
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“I shall let you know when he decides
to set out for Hara. Expect that to
be sometime within next two months,
but de nitely before the summer.”

On the way home, which is actually
just across the Imrael's mansion, the
guartet was greeted by a young man
dressed in ne clothes. He was bronze
skinned, had a wide grin, big eyes,
and small, round nose. A basket full
of goods was in his left arm.

“Well met ne adventurers! May | ask
if you are Hagar, good dwarf?” the
man motioned at Bob.

“No, this one here is Hagar.” the ugly
dwarf pointed to another, less ugly,
dwarf.

“Who are you and what do you want?”
the muscled dwarf stepped forward
and demanded sternly.

“l am Abek Namelin, and | am here
to kindly request audience. We know
you must be busy, and since you never
replied to any of out letters and invi-
tations, | decided to come here myself.
You know how they say! If the moun-
tain doesn't come to you, then you

Conquering
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come to the mountain!”

Abek smiled and laughed and was
in cheerful mood. Quite the op-
posite of the adventurers. Behind
him were eight men, all dressed in
tight leather armours, and armed with

short swords and spears.

“We are very tired and would like to
go home. Come some other time.”
Hagar replied, unmoved by Abek's en-
thusiasm.

“Oh! Please, accept my deepest apolo-
gies for inconveniencing you! When
would be a good time to come again?
Please say so and I'll be there then!”

“This guy won't leave us alone, won't
he.” adventurers whispered amongst
themselves.

“And friends, silly me, | have almost
forgotten! | bring you some gifts!
The nest wine from Viridistan! Even
the Green Emperor drinks it! Breads
and biscuits made from the nest in-
gredients! And last but not least,
a selection of exotic spices to spice
up. ..any adventure you might have,
if you know what I'm talking about!”
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“Please, we are tired and would like
to go home. We cannot accept your
gift. You can come in two days.”

“But. .. Why? Why do you wound me
so? What have | done wrong to you?
This is a gift coming from our heart!”
Abek stuttered, big tears rolling down
his cheeks.

“Why would you turn away such gen-
erosity and kindness! Have you fallen
for the slander of those envious of
our success! No, you couldn't have,
you are too wise for that!” Abek now
spoke through tears, wiping them off
with a piece of silk cloth.

“I shall respect your decision although
it pains me greatly that you are refus-
ing this gift. 1 will come at the time
you say. And will bring something for
the other dwarf! | hope you will ac-
cept my generosity then!”

And with those parting words Abek
turned around, his cheeks puffy, red,
and wet, and left the party. Adventur-
ers exhaled and went home.

“We don't have much time. What do
we do next?”

the Barbarian Altanis: Session 96

Adventurers

Hagar the Hewer , dwarf level 4 Imag-
ine Conan as dwarf.

Ambros, cleric level 4 Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Tarkus the Promising , cleric level 3
Follower of Bachontoi, God of Red
Wisdom.

Beorg the Gravedigger, ghter level
3. Inspired to adventure after burying
several adventurers.

Sweetrain 14th, Fireday, Late
Evening

“Good evening, Master Dwarf.” Zenon
Coke, Headmaster of the Assassins'
Guild, hailed Hagar and his friends.

“Well met.” the Dwarf replied politely.
“What are you doing in our house?”

Indeed, the adventurers were sur-
prised to nd Zenon sitting in their
living quarters. How and when did
he enter, and how haven't they spot-
ted him earlier? That remains to be
answered another day.

“Worry not Hagar, I'm not here to de-
liver bad news in person. Rather, I'm
here to ask for assistance with a small
issue. Something, | believe, you and
your friends could help with.”

“We are listening!”

“Over the past few weeks several unli-

censed assassinations have been con-

ducted.”

Zenon took a dramatic pause before
continuing.

"Targets were of no import, but we
cannot allow anyone to just go around
and murder people for money. Only
we can do that, you see.”

“And how can we help?”

“Murders were done poorly, but that
is beyond the point. We have tracked
down the perpetrators. They have
been hiding right in front of us! There
is a secret trapdoor on the south side
of the bridge connecting South and
North Hara. It is located just under-
neath the bridge, and overhangs the
river bank.”
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“Now, given your reputation, | believe
you could help with the following. |
want to make an example out of them.
| want them to die messy deaths. |
want their corpses to be found by the
city guard.”

“Why don't you dispose of them your-
self?”

“Power. Example. Message. Yes,
we could do so easily. But sending
the most powerful adventuring party
against them sends a clear message to
everyone even dreaming about doing
something so stupid like conducting
unlicensed assassinations!”

“What is in it for us?”

“Assassins' Guild owning you favour
surely is worth something?”

Negotiations lasted well over an hour,
both between the adventurers—if
they should even accept the offer,
is this some sort of trap—and with
Zenon—money, favours, immunities.

“I'm happy for you to discuss and ver-
ify the facts for yourself, but | need
your answer now. | need this done
tonight. As a sign of goodwill, we will
disarm the trapdoor and leave a silk
rope hanging from it. It will be strong
enough to carry even the heaviest war-
rior amongst you.”

Eventually adventurers agreed to do
this in exchange for one month of im-
munity against assassination contracts
for the whole adventuring company.

“Be by the bridge in the time it takes
one lantern to expire. We will ensure
that there is no one there. Easiest
way to descend is by following the
riverbank starting at the east side and
moving westwards. Remember. Ex-
ample! Oh, and if you happen to nd
any scrolls with names, please bring
it to me.”
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Sweetrain 15th,
First Night Watch

Spiritday,

As promised, there was no one around
or on the bridge. No guards, no ran-
dom drunks, no “night owls” going
for a walk. The party descended to
the river bank, and found the hang-
ing rope. Trapdoor was hidden re-
ally well—if it weren't for the hanging
rope it'd be indistinguishable from the
bridge stonework.

Hagar pulled on it, and trapdoor
swung open. He climbed up and
peeked in. It was a dark, narrow, and
quite low crawlspace. He pulled up,
and begun crawling down. Others fol-
lowed. Some sixty feet later the tun-
nel opened up in a hewn corridor ve

feet wide and eight feet tall.

Tarkus held the lantern, partially cov-
ering it to avoid emitting too much
light. In fact, there was a thin ray
of light coming from underneath the
wooden doors up ahead. Bursting in,
the party jumped two gures sitting
at wide wooden table.

Figures were dressed in simple gray-
ish garbs, black leather armour, and
wore partial skull-masks—think just
the facial portion of skull. One was in-
stantly slain by the adventurers, while
the other one ran to the weapon rack
in the south-west corner of the room.
Person grabbed the spear, and then
ran for the other doors on the east
side of the room. Alas, it was cut off
the by the adventurers, and was sum-
marily cut down.

Searching the corpses revealed them
to be human, albeit of unfamiliar look.
Possibly from far away? Beorg took
one of the skull-mask and put it on.
He liked it as a fashion statement.

The doors where the slain skull-man
opened up to a staircase. The stairs
turned and turned as they descended.
Hagar took the lead.

“Stop.”
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The dwarf noticed something was
amiss after the third turn. Steps there
were anked by scratch marks on the
wall. A sure sign of sliding trap. Ad-
venturers tied the rope around his
waist, and Hagar proceeded on.

Indeed, halfway down the stairs
dropped into a slide, sending Ha-
gar into the chamber up ahead. He
landed with control, and was imme-
diately assaulted by two skull-faced
men.

Hagar held his ground, and wounded
one of his assailants. Once other ad-
venturers joined him, the skull-men
retreated through the door on the
south side. Both could be heard
yelling in unfamiliar language.

“Follow them!”

Rushing after them, they could see the
men splitting. One turned east, while
the other continued running south.
Hagar followed the latter, while other

three adventurers followed the for-
mer.

Ambros, Beorg, and Tarkus ran east,
seeing the eeing gure slamming
doors in their face. They forced their
way in, but were checked by the ee-
ing gure. Three bunk beds with four
confused men indicated that these
was a dorm of sorts.

The man yelled at the sleeping beau-
ties to join the fray. Each grabbed
the rst weapon they could nd, and
joined in. Ambros hurt the roaring
gure, forcing it to retreat few steps
back. This created just enough space
for the remaining adventurers to get
into the chamber.

Wounded skull-man pulled himself on

top of the bunk-bed by the east wall.
There he laid on his belly and used
crossbow to rain hell from above on

the adventurers. He missed twice.
Then he hit Beorg. The gravedig-
ger felt something entering his blood-
stream. But then he tensed really hard
and all was good.
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Tarkus crushed one of the charging
men. Ambros killed two. Beorg
cut down the fourth. Then all three
rushed the bed and stabbed the pros-
trated gure to death.

“You know, | feel much better about

this assignment after seeing these
folks. No one Lawful would be car-
rying real human skulls!” Tarkus pro-

claimed. The trio proceeded to ran-
sack the chamber.

Unbeknownst to them, Hagar was fac-
ing off a dif cult foe.

The dwarf had chased south but
stopped once the gure disappeared
after yet another turn. He remained

there to watch guard. But then a g-

ure clad in black chainmail, with steel-
gray robe adorned with skull face,
wielding a short sword and mean look-
ing dagger, came out of darkness and
walked up. It also wore a skull-mask.

Dwarf and skull-man closed in, trad-
ing blows. Initially Hagar held the

upper hand, striking the gure twice.

But then the skull-man slashed at the
Dwarf with his short sword. Hagar re-
coiled and the man used the opening
to drive in the dagger. Hagar felt the
stab. More worryingly, he felt muscles
around the wound stiffen and con-
tract.

Skull-man, bleeding and staggering,
retreated backwards, facing Hagar.
The dwarf charged after without hesi-
tation, slaying the man in the process.
With every passing moment he felt
more and more of his muscles stiffen

up.

Hagar slowly walked back to the junc-
tion where the party had split. There
he saw his colleagues plundering the
corpses and ransacking the footlock-
ers.

“I've been badly injured. | will head
out, but you should continue and n-
ish what we started! There is at least
one more left!”
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Hagar dragged himself out, becoming
slower and slower with every step. He
barely rappelled down the rope.

“I know you are out here! Assassins!
I've been poisoned and need your
help!” he moaned into the dark of the
night.

No response.

The dwarf dragged himself up the
river bank and onto the bridge. Then
he crossed it to the North, heading to
the temple of Poseidon. He kept on
calling for help from Assassins' Guild.

&

The trio bid luck to the Dwarf and
then pressed on further south. Even-
tually they broke into a chamber over-
looking a cave to southeast. A bronze
statue of slender woman with a mag-
pie's head facing east sat in the alcove
to the north. A sound of running wa-
ter could be heard coming from the
cavern.

Investigating the statue revealed noth-
ing of interest. On the other hand, the

adventurers found a rope ladder hang-
ing from the ledge. One by one, they
slowly descended into the cave.

Ambros motioned to the others to look
left.

There was a skull-masked man stand-
ing still, holding a sword, leaning
against the cave pillar. He was barely
visible, but noticeable none the less.

“Surrender and we will spare you!”
adventurers offered.

No answer.

The party shrugged and surrounded
the man. He yelled something incom-
prehensible, and then stabbed himself
straight through the heart.

“These are no competing assassins!”
Tarkus yelled. “This is a death cult!”
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Surveying the cave revealed more ev-
idence supporting the cleric's thesis.
Prime candidates were a stone stained
with dried blood—a sacri cial altar
perhaps—and another, smaller stone,
adorned with black cloth with skull
motif on both sides. To add, a human
skull and dagger made of human bone
rested on it.

The trio took the ceremonial dagger,
cut off heads of three skull-masked
men, and ransacked some crates and
barrels on their way out.

Once outside, they left a trail of heads
leading from the bridge landing to the
rope hanging from the trapdoor. Then
they proceeded to report to the Assas-
sin's Guild.

Sweetrain 15th,
Sunrise

Spiritday,

“Well, that was a bit crude.” Zenon

commented. “But you got the job

done. Oh, | have almost forgotten!

Our deal has changed. None of you
will received the agreed upon immu-
nity. We found Hagar, stiff as a rock,
just in front of the Poseidon's temple.
He was poisoned, so we took him and
administered an extremely potent an-
tidote. He will recover in due time.

We also captured three men that tried
to rob him. Do with them as you

please.”

Happy that Hagar was alive, the

party did not argue too much against

changed terms. They shared every-
thing they've seen in the skull-men's

hideout. They also gave Zenon a
scroll they had recovered from the

heavily armoured cultist.

Finally, they let the three thieves
go, but warned them to bring any
news straight to them. Then they
helped still groggy Hagar to return
back home.

How many times will this dwarf cheat
death?
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Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 97

Adventurers

Hagar the Hewer, dwarf level 4 Imag-
ine Conan as dwarf,

Ambros, cleric level 4 Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Foxglove, thief level 4 A willowy hu-
man, long hair ties in a pony tail,
looks a bit dangerous and dainty at
the same time.

Darius, cleric level 4 Follower of
Dacron, God of Craftsmen.

Rorik, ghter level 3. A ghter.

Vyrkainen , elf level 1 Has stunning
long, owing black hair which attracts
many fair maidens who exploit his
generosity and leave him destitute.

Meadowlark 2nd, Waterday
“What shall we do next?”

Adventurers wondered. Hagar has
now been resting for a little over a
week. Although alive, he was slowly
recovering after his last bout with
death. In addition, yesterday's en-
counters did not help his recovery
whatsoever.

First, they encountered Abek Namelin
for the second time. The man brought
new gifts: exotic breads, cream for
Bob's mangled face and scalp, and re-
juvenating concoctions for Hagar.

Youngest son of Namelin tried his best
to convince the adventurers that his
family has been ruthlessly slandered,
and that Imrael is behind all that is ill
in Hara.

“Who do you think ordered no less
than four separate assassination con-
tracts on your head, master dwarf?!”

“These are strong accusations! Do you
have any proof?”

“And what proof did they present to
you that we are evil!”

Back and forth they went, bringing

the young man to tears of frustra-
tion. He kept repeating that Klekless
Racoba is the key to this mystery. Why
else would Imrael's want him dead?
He offered ve thousand, yes!, ve

thousand platinum pieces to adven-
turers if they could capture Klekless
alive and bring him back for question-

ing.

But adventurers were steadfast. They
rejected Abek's gifts and his offer of
friendship. Young man left in tears,
but he left the gifts behind.

Vyrkainen devoured breads the mo-
ment Abek left.

“Oh, you guys don't know what you
are missing out on! Tasty!”

“What if the cream and potions are
cursed?”

“Even worse, what if they work and
then we are in debt to Namelin?”

Second, worse encounter, was with
Mavis the Magni cent, High Priest-
ess of Poseidon. Wishing to check on
Abek's claim, they pestered acolytes
at the Temple for audience with High
Priestess.

Initially they were rebuffed, but
Vyrkainen's shenanigans eventually
granted them a meeting at the end
of the day. Hagar wanted to know
who the Temple is aligned with.

“Everybody pays their respects to the
Poseidon.”

Few more similar questions received
similar answers. Then Hagar tried to
be more precise.

“High Priestess, who should we work
with? Imrael? Or Namelin?”

“What do | care who you work with!”
Mavis exploded in a t of rage. Usu-
ally calm and composed, she jumped
up like a force of nature, shaking the
whole temple.
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“You should be worrying about your
divine debt instead of wasting my
time!” Water in the basins and pools
swirled and roared, mimicking her
temper. “Get out!”

Acolytes ushered them all out, despite
Vyrkainen's protests.

“I must remain home and rest.” Hagar
shared, more for himself than others.

“Listen. If we are siding with Imrael
then let's focus on things that he asked
for. There was this spider farm, right?
He asked us to look for the lair of crea-
tures that assaulted it. We could also
visit Castle on the Wode on our way
there and try to meet with Tagoler,
whom we plans to back as new Castel-
lan.”

“Sounds good.”

But that was yesterday, and now is
today.

“Help? Of course | could use some
help!”

Middle-aged man with short hair and

trimmed beard roared, slamming a
stack of parchments on broad wooden
desk.

“There has been a dearth of capable
men! Look at the map, come, look
at it! You could take any of these
routes and patrol them! What, not

fancy enough for you?”

Tagoler was still sweaty and grimy,
having returned from a patrol himself.
His broad chest heaved with laugh-
ter, perhaps a nervous one, as he mo-
tioned over the area he has to keep
safe with a handful of men residing at
the Castle of the Wode.

To be fair, calling this simple keep
with one tower a castle was an over-
statement. But it served its purpose.
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“Well if that is too mundane for you
special folk, then | have some spe-
cial problems you could help me with!
Months ago, | lost a patrol on the hills
north of here. Looked for them myself
but no luck. Since | couldn't spare any
men, we had to drop our search.

“Locals tell tall tales of vampires,
demons, and what not. Truth to be
told | think they were done in by a
wild beast, potentially and owlbear or
cave bear. If you can track the patrol—
alive or dead—and kill whatever way-
laid them, that'd be greatly appreci-
ated. It'd also allow me to reinstate a
new patrol over the hills.

“Another pesky problem is the Pirate
Queen that's been raiding ships on
their way out of the bay and into the
open sea. Hear lair should supposedly
be somewhere between Ketche and
Ahyf. That's a lot of coast to search!
| followed several leads, but all led
nowhere!

“So, there it is. Anything worthy of
your help?”

Adventurers conversed for a moment.
Then they decided to head to the spi-
der farm, and then to the Midnight
Goddess Hills, where they would both
search for the lair of black creatures,
as well as the missing patrol.

Vyrkainen had an extra objective on
his mind as well. He desired to meet
the nude goddess that roams the hills
when sister moons, Howla and Vannis,
are both full.

Meadowlark 6th,
Noon

Airday;,

“Up ahead!”

Rorik spotted a circle of white stone
pillars atop the Midnight Goddess Hill
summit. That by itself was nothing ex-
traordinary. No, what was interesting
were several toppled dolmens reveal-
ing a pitch black cavity.

Exploring the environs revealed sev-
eral trails of broken grass leading to—
or was it from?—the pit. Strong smell
of earth, moisture and rot emanated
from the hole. Sun shone in just
enough to illuminate rounded steps

11

leading further down.

Vyrkainen volunteered to go rst, for
he as an elf could see in the dark. The
adventurers did not want to risk not
being able to surprise someone while
carrying torches. They tied two hun-
dred feet of rope around the elf, and
down he went.

The steps went down and down, turn-
ing and turning. It was impossible to
guess the depth, even using the rope
to measure distance for it got tangled
around the central column. Either
way, after some time, Vyrkainen ar-
rived at narrow landing which opened
up into a straight corridor.

Up ahead he could see something
hazy; and he could smell a curious
mixture of strange spices, smoke, and
dank copper. Thus, with his recon-
naissance completed, he went back
up and relayed this new information.

The party summed up their courage
and descended down, together. A
torch was lit. Now with light one
could see all the small steps, plethora
of cobwebs and stone dust.
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“Hmmm...”

They couldn't see far down the corri-
dor. A blue, impenetrable haze lled

it. Foxglove, the thief, went rst. See-

ing noting suspicious he edged to the
mist. It was corporeal. Very real. Stab-
bing it left the instruments covered in

small wet beads that evaporated in
seconds.

Once in the mist, the thief could see
some ve feet ahead.

“Secure me!”

Party set Vyrkainen loose, and used
fty feet of rope to secure Foxglove.

Two of them held the rope, attentive

to any sign of distress, as the thief
explored misty chamber.

Clang.

Stepping left resulted with the thief
tumbling straight into a dark pit. Due
to short distance, the party wasn't

Conquering
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able to tense the rope in time, and
Foxglove found himself a bit roughed
up, but otherwise ne.

“Pull me up!”
Clang.

Stepping right led to another pit trap,
but this time the thief jumped back in
time.

“Hmmm, maybe we should leave?”
contemplated an adventurer best left
unnamed. Surely these brave folk
wouldn't be defeated by some pathetic
pit traps in the rst room of a dun-
geon!

Surely not!

Foxglove kept tapping through the
mist, exploring. Others followed be-
hind him, retracing safe ground he
had covered.

And then thief walked straight into
dragon's gaping maw.
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Luckily for him, the dragon was
merely a stone replica!

Dragon's open mouth framed stone
doors with a latch to the side. Blue
mist tardily rolled out of its nostrils.

“Hey...| have two cloaks...let's use
them to jam ‘em!”

That indeed worked, and chamber be-
gun to slowly clear.

Rorik spotted bloated, wooden doors
just to his left. The little hairs on the
back of his neck warned him of dan-
ger. He looked around, and then he
looked up.

At the edge of light, high in the
north-east corner, a child-size crea-
ture stuck to the wall. Its feet were
ush against the wall, and so were its
palms. Other two hands covered its
monstrous face—a face only a mother
could love.

the Barbarian Altanis: Session 98

Adventurers

Ambros, cleric level 4 Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Foxglove, thief level 4 A willowy hu-
man, long hair ties in a pony tail,
looks a bit dangerous and dainty at
the same time.

Darius, cleric level 4 Follower of
Dacron, God of Craftsmen.

Rorik , ghter level 3. A ghter.

Bob the Dwarf, dwarf level 3 Midget
with big beard in search of an adven-
ture.

Happy, hal ing level 1. Short, very
happy looking hal ing. Hair covers
his eyes and he is nothing but smiles.

Meadowlark 6th, Airday

An ugly, child-sized creature hung still
in the north-east corner. It was up
high, by the ceiling, leaning against

the wall with its feet and a pair of
arms. Another pair of arms was cov-
ering its hideous face. Arms had four
joints.

Rorik stood still, observing the crea-
ture. He subtly signalled to other ad-
ventures something is amiss. Hideous
child ignored FoxGlove's communica-
tion attempts. It slowly crawled side-
ways along the wall until it stopped
just above the dragon door.

Then it suddenly leaned forward, re-
vealing to full extent its atrocious fa-
cial features, and jerked out coats
stuffed in dragon's nostrils. Rorik shot
it dead before the rst puffs of blue
haze dropped to the ground.

The thief climbed up the side of the
dragon door and inspected the mon-
ster up close. Face was relatively hu-
man. Its eyes were elongated and
almond-like. Two large mandibles
protruded out of its mouth. Its body
was covered in armour made of some
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webbed and sticky material.

Foxglove gingerly pulled out a short-
sword that hung by the creature's
hip. It too was sticky and made from

webbed material. Then he stuffed the
cloaks back into the dragon's nostrils.

Forcing the north-east doors open
led the party into a corridor blocked
by dense, thick strands of pearl-gray
webbing. After careful deliberation,
Foxglove and Rorik began cutting
through the web. They were slow and
methodical, taking care not to get en-
tangled or stuck. Up close they ob-
served that the webs were coated in
some oily substance.

Cutting through the rope was
promptly rewarded by receiving two
javelins to the face. Rorik shielded
himself and then charged forth to
face the daring assailants. He crashed
against two four feet tall monsters,
very similar but a bit sturdier than the
one he killed earlier. Both had dark,



Overlord's Annals

lanky black hair, four arms, and were

dressed in webbed armours. Each
held a sword, a shield, and a javelin,
with fourth hand free.

Small monsters barely stood a chance
against mighty Rorik and pious Am-
bros. Rest of the party splintered
north, down the corridor with several
doors. They were, of course, promptly
anked from both sides.

Bob received several javelins to his
face and body, imitating a hedgehog.
A number of four-armed spiderfolk
spilt out of the west doors, lling the
corridor. Alas, the adventurers were
still mightier and slew them in droves.

Darius cast Light on the gure he

deemed to be the leader. He came
to such conclusion after seeing one
of the four-armed creatures directing

others. The monster screamed and
wailed. Then it threw itself backwards

and begun crawling up the wall.

“Murderers!” it cried in broken Com-
mon.

“Butchers!” it protested in anguish.
“Killers!” it spat in disgust.

“Huh?” adventurers wondered and
chased the eeing creatures.

With all doors shut, they now focused
on the blinded one. It was soon
brought back down to the ground and
beaten mercilessly.

“l yield! What do you want?!” it cried,
dropping its sword and shield.

“Why did you call us killers?!” Ambros
demanded.

Such inquiry utterly confused the
monster.

“You burst in our lair and start killing
us! Killers!”

“Yeah, just kill him.” could be heard in
the background.

Unhappy with the creature's answer,
the blade was raised for coup de
grace.

Volume 5 Issue 2

“Enough!” in well spoken Common
could be heard from darkness up
north.

“You came into my home, slew my
children, maimed my champion, and
caused senseless destruction! Speak!
What is it you want!”

Similar, but slightly larger and much
better dressed, four-armed creature
hung by the darkness at the edge of
the adventurers' torchlight.

Soon they learned this is a lair of spi-
derfolk driven from below by “glow-
ing hunters.” They've been slowly ex-
terminated, and have now holed up
here. Since they've been denied re-
turn to the Woelands, they have been
forced to come to the surface and hunt
for food—cattle, goats, birds. ..

“We would like to help. How can we
nd these glowing hunters?”

“They will nd you! All you need to do
is step out of the mist through south
doors. Beware the glowing chambers!
Do not go into them! You must draw
them out, else you will be doomed!
And remember, remember this well!
Should any one of you fall to the
Glowing Hunter, then make sure to
chop up the body without any further
delay!”

Not much else of use was learned, and
party retreated out of the spiderfolk's
lair without further violence.

Happy promptly fell into previously

discovered pit trap that has reset it-
self. Then he was drawn out and he
almost fell into thus undiscovered pit
trap.

Without ideas on how to reach doors
that have a ten feet wide and long
pit trap, the party decided to fo-
cus on bloated doors on the west
side. There they found an abandoned
guard room with attached weapon
storage. Ransacking both yielded 13
gold pieces, 36 copper pieces, six yel-
lowed, ivory charms carved to resem-
ble grinning skulls, three long-swords,
ve daggers, one spear, and one two-
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handed sword. Each weapon featured
a carved skull in its pommel or shaft.

Then they returned to the dragon door
and played a bit with it. Having agi-
tated it enough, the dragon sneezed
with such great force that both cloaks
exploded out of the nostrils, followed
by thick, voluminous stream of green
gas. Everyone who inhaled heaved
and coughed, spitting out a bit of
blood.

And thus the party decided to retreat
for the day and report their ndings
to Tagoler at the Castle of the Wode.
They carried Happy to prevent him
from falling in any new and old pit
traps.

Meadowlark 9th, Fireday

“This is all news to me! Worrying
news, at that! Listen, you offered help
before. Special help, that is. Now,
what would be really helpful is if you
could go back and nd my guys. It's
been a while and no one here expects
you to nd them alive. But if you
could recover their corpses then we
would both have an idea where and
why they perished, and we would give
them a chance to rest closer to their
families.”

“They were ve men. Cahaidh, rotund
and with long brown hair; Eamhur,
with lop-eared ears; Eithrael, with
long arms and nails; Domnel, with
crooked teeth and thinning hair; and
Lochey who always looked like a kid
despite being in his forties. All had
standard equipment consisting of han-
daxe, dagger, spear, leather armour,
shield, and backpack with supplies.”

“These weapons you recovered look
impressive! Well balanced! | wish |

had such good weapons to equip my
people with...Old Crus at Ironburg,

just north-west of here, would surely

know more about their provenance.
Just tell him | sent you. That should

grant you an audience with him.”

What will the party do next?
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In next issue

Adventurers hunt the glowing hunters. Then they revisit an old favourite, which goes as every time before that.

%
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Twisting the Rope #8

Myles Corcoran - 20 Brook eld Park, Cork T12 K7V7, Ireland

myles.corcoran@gmail.com - https:/mastodon.ie/@deetwelve

Boy-Being Meets Girl-Being Beneath a Silvery Moon*

| hope everyone had a good and restorative holiday season. The family and | di d the
usual split, spending a few days over Christmas with Sam’s mother and then a few days
around New Year's Day in Dublin visiting my mother, brother and his family.

I enjoyed the break and was well supplied with gaming gifts for Christmas and m y
birthday at the start of January. The new games were Mists Over Carcassonne, Just Oneg
Innovation , TRND (an Oink game in the traditional tiny box), and an expansion for Sea

Salt & Paper called Extra Pepper. Coincidentally, a Kickstarter book arrived just before the
break so | also have Graham Walmsley’s new  Cosmic Dark? to look forward to.

Work has been quite busy despite the students only returning to lectu res on the 12th of
January. I'm involved in a project to move away from our current virtual desk top solution
(Citrix) before the next license renewal and it looks like we will be tight for t ime.

IgTheme: The dumbest/silliest/craziest things the players
ever did

Two anecdotes stick with me more than any others.

At least 40 years ago in high school | ran a game of Call of Cthulhu which in cluded the
stereotypical letter from a distant uncle describing odd goings-on at th e remote farm
where the scenario was to take place. One of my players read the letter alou d in character

and was doing well until the fateful line, paraphrased from memory:

‘As | looked over the hill into the grove below | could hardly belie  ve my eyes. | was
aggerbastard.”

We were unable to continue with the session due to laughter and loss of a s uitable mood
for horror.

In the much-loved  Amber Diceless Roleplaying campaign from college one PC named
Gauss was entrusted with a crucial note relating to some conspiracy the Amberit es were

1 Which then explodes for no adequately explored reason.
2 A reworking of Walmsley’s  Cthulhu Dark for games of science-  ction horror.
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trying to thwart. Without reading it, he stuffed it in his pocket, only to nd a trump i
the pocket he didn’t recall putting there. The trump card depicted a wooden door and
warmed at his touch. Gauss, the brightest mind of his generation (or so the a uction
would have us believe) activated the trump and stepped through.

Into a burning hellscape.

He managed to pattern-walk away before being badly burnt. Later w hen explaining the
events to his cousins they all asked him, “where is the note?”

“Here in my pocket,” he replied, patting the absent robe he was no longer w earing. “Or,
rather, here it would be if | hadn’t got my clothes burnt to a crisp.”

Mutterings

| played Irish Gauge with my brother and Sam over our New
Year's Dublin visit. It's a railway & stock market boardgame
designed by Amabel Holland from Winsome Games . THe

stock market is fairly simple, with xed but increasing prices
IRISH G per share in the various railways, and dividends paying out
o e > when a player is willing to spend an action to trigger the
: dividend. Cornering a company completely is dif cult so

dividends usually bene t the other players as well as the
acting player, so judging when to spend an action on the cash
payout is a core concern.

Laying track connects towns and cities, which generate cash
when the appropriate dividend is drawn from a bag, so not
every line is guaranteed a payout with each round of share
payouts. Manipulating the coloured cubes in the bag gives players some con trol over the
likelihood of a given railway company generating a payout.

The game is nicely put together, with brightly coloured painted wooden tr ain-meeples
and cubes, and a green-on-green map as be ts the Emerald Isle. I'd like to play it again.

A Mausritter Campaign

This is the continuing write-up of the Mausritter campaign started in July 2024. A band
of brave mice work to defend their home, explore their world and become the h eroes of
Oak Home, their mouse town at the centre of the map.

The characters are:

Sky, a sparrow-rider with an aerial mount, Miss Clutterbuck, p layed by Sam.
CanCan, an ex-dancer and tin miner, played by Marie.

% A trump is a magical playing card in the Amber setting, much like a tarot card, depicting a per son or place,
that can be used both as a telephone for cross-shadow communication and as a portal betw een the wielder
and the person/place shown.

4 https:/boardgamegeek.com/boardgame/161882/irish-gauge
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Gwedolene, an ale-brewer, sometimes accompanied by Vicent, a drun ken porter-mouse, played
by Kate.

Odette Snow, a foreign mouse and dam builder, played by Alai MacEr c.

Ambrose, a scrawny wireworker, singed with electrical burns, pla yed by Peter.

Back in Oak Home the mouse adventurers returned to their daily lives. Gwen and Sky
made sure to check in with the elder mouse, Burdock Pipp, and told him of their exploits
while passing on the well-wishes of Boulder Face, the talking rock.

During their conversation, Burdock mentioned a recent tragedy. The death of a young
river-boat mouse, Pepper Chit, apparently murdered by Fergus, a tax collector for the
Earl of Larkspur. "Mayor Moira has offered a 60 pip reward for the captu re of the fugitive
Fergus."

Encouraged by the possibility of a new job, the mice met with Moira to inquir e further.
"The poor lad died on the wharf in River Nest," she said, "and no one has seen Fer gus
since. Best get down to River Nest and ask around. Take care not to get on Aldermouse
Wendy's bad side. She's already all in a bother over the killing, and do esn't much like Oak

Home mice to start with."

The mice gathered their necessary belongings and made for the docks, not far from Oak
Home through the woods. There they met Horace Thimble, a river-boat trader w ith a
boat for hire. For a few pips, he polled his at boat down river and soon the mice
disembarked at River Nest. A disturbing dark stain on the planks of the wh arf reminded
them of the task ahead.

"First things rst," said Gwen, "let's get to the Trout's Tale tavern and get refresh ments,
then start asking around." The others agreed and all made their way up to the t own in
search of the tavern.

Once inside and suitably supplied with drinks — "Not a patch on my brew, Gwen
muttered — they began chatting with the other bar patrons. One fellow, a str angely tall,

white-furred, foreign mouse by the name of Norbury Blue took ashine to Sky when she
introduced herself as a sparrow rider. "Ah, the sinews of the mouse nati on, connecting

together nests and burrows far and wide!" Pressing her advantage, Sky asked about
Pepper Chit.

Norbury recalled overhearing an argument between Pepper Chit and Fergus on t he
docks. He didnt see anything, "for I was below the jetty examining fresh -water

molluscs, a passion of mine,"

"I did, however, hear their arguing. Fergus seemed to want something from th e young
Chit, who refused to part with whatever it was. By the time | extricated m yself from the
mud of the river bank the poor lad was crumpled on the jetty and a guard came runnin g.

I made myself scarce; River Nest isn't the most welcoming town I've visited."

5 Described as “Stephen Merchant if he were a mouse”
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The mice split their tasks. Gwen and CanCan went to talk to Wendy Foxtail, t he
Aldermouse of River Nest, in hopes of getting to view Pepper's body, while the others,

Odette, Ambrose and Sky, returned to the wharf to examine the scene of the mur der and
guestion the guard for their memories of that night.

Wendy Foxtail was blunt and annoyed with the inquisitive mice from Oak Home, bu t
eventually allowed CanCan and Gwen to view the body, still above ground in a storage
hut by the cemetery. While neither mouse was well acquainted with death, th ey steeled
themselves for the task and looked over Pepper Chit's corpse thoroughl y. The cause of
death was clear: a single knife wound to the heart. Gwen helped CanCan turn the body
over and they wondered at a strange mark around the dead mouse’s neck. “It's lik e arope
or a cord left a friction burn,” said Gwen, parting the fur to reveal a red we It in Pepper’s
skin.

At the docks, the other mice met Robert Arrow, the guard and his assistant Bir ch. Neither
man was present at the precise time of the murder, but both had plenty of o pinions to
share. As Sky patiently listened to their sometimes contradictory reports of the night of
the murder, Ambrose and Odette nosed about the scene of the murder. Odett e said she
thought she smelled something like a whiff of a bird of prey, and the two inv estigators

knelt down to get a better nose-full.

Ambrose’s whiskers twitched as he looked over the edge of the jetty , and spied a small
leather purse tucked in between the logs of the uprights and the decking. With Odette
holding  rmly onto Ambrose’s legs, the wireworker mouse stretched over the edge a nd
gripped the purse in his nger tips. He quickly hid the purse in his own waist pouch and
gestured to Odette as the guards noticed their odd antics. By the time th ey got past Sky,
Ambrose and Odette were all innocent. “Leaning over the edge? Yes, | was loo king for
evidence.”

“Did you  nd anything?” demanded Robert Arrow.

“Nope. | would have the rope stays on your uprights looked at though . This whole jetty is
at risk of collapse.”

The two guards-mice retreated to the safety of the river bank in a hurry. The Oak Home
mice conferred and chose to keep the purse hidden. They withdrew to exchang e ndings
with CanCan and Gwen somewhere they would not be overheard.

Back in the Trout's Tale tavern they assembled in an upstairs room. Ambr ose revealed
the hidden purse and undid the ties. The purse contained a curious silver rin g with a
blue stone. “Man-made,” whispered Ambrose. “The ring would t a mouse’s arm loosely
though it was probably made for a small human’s nger.”

“Valuable?” asked Odette.

“Enough to Kill for, apparently,” replied Sky.
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The group then returned to the docks and questioned Horace Thimble about Pepp er
Chit, who admitted that Pepper was working on his boat earlier on the day h e died. He
didn’t recall any pouch or cord at Pepper’s neck. “Spent most of his time shing off the
back of the boat,” claimed Horace.

One of the guard mice did recall a pouch at Pepper’s neck when he disembarke d. Was
Horace unobservant or hiding something?

CanCan, Ambrose and Sky decided to stake out the docks that night, hoping tha t Fergus
would come looking for the missing purse.

CanCan was spotted by the guard, Robert, and im ammed him with some tale of
sleepwalking. She managed to convince him to escort her back to the tave rn. “Who
know what sort of perverts roam the streets of River Nest after dark?” aske d CanCan.

“Apart from you?” asked all the other players.

This left the docks unguarded for a time. Ambrose took the opportunity to hide himself
on the jetty between some barrels, where he waited for developments.

Shortly after, he heard the sound of a dull splash and muf ed oars in the locks. He spied
a shadowy gure in a small rowboat as it approached and passed under the jetty wher eit
stopped. Ambrose heard a mutter curse, and recognized Horace Thimble’s voice.

“What are you about, Horace Thimble?” bellowed Ambrose. The furtive boat mouse
startled and fell backwards from his boat into the river.

Dragged ashore, Horace was a sorry sight. The three mice surrounded him and
guestioned him. He did see the pouch, he admitted guiltily. “| saw Peppe r sh something
out of the river. All bright and shiny. He stuffed it in his neck pouch befo re Fergus or |

could have a look at it”

“I saw Fergus and Pepper arguing about it, right here on that jetty. They wer e pushing
and shoving, but Pepper stood his ground and drove Fergus off with a proper cl out round
the ears. He must have hidden the pouch then, because he was surprised w hen Fergus
returned.”

“Never saw it coming, poor kid. Fergus straight up stabbed him in the ch est as he rose

from the decking. Turned right into the knife and fell like a sack of acorns.”

The mice from Oak Home conferred and decided that Horace was probably telling the
truth and that he was not directly involved in Pepper’s death. They plodded back to the
tavern, unnerved by the details of the young mouse’s nal moments.

When they got to the top of the stairs and into their shared room CanCan poin ted at the
sleeping Odette. She lay on her cot with the ring- lled purse clutched in her paws . “She

won't have me take it,” CanCan muttered. “And believe me I've tried”

6 “Ah, there’s the plot” said Pete. “Let’s go the other way”"
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Kriegsmesser — Landau Before the War

Continuing the write-up of the campaign of Kriegsmesser set in the German city of
Landau in the summer of 1617 shortly before the outbreak of the Thirty Years W ar. The
characters were:

Jaroslav Furtwangler, starving artist with an ear for gossip (A lex)

Franzis Corbolini, Irish mercenary soldier masquerading as a man ( Kate)
Alfonzo Meemo, pragmatic graverobber (Marie)

Lazaro Alamano, carriage driver and would-be duelist (Pete)

Udo von Liechtenstein, initiate and scholar also masquerading a s a man (Sam)

Session 11 (2023-01-05)

Weimer and Miglioresi leave their beer stools and head into the Rathaus, so th e group
head off to other tasks.

Udo and Franzis go to the university, intending to return the book Udo borr owed before
Urzula nds the scholar and relieves him of the book. After safely returning the bo ok,
Franzis spies Urzula and her favourite thug loitering in the street outside the university.

The scholar and soldier decide to take a different exit from the universit y and end up
speaking to the sexton of the chapel who has keys to a side door. Afte r some
admonishments to pure thought and decent behaviour, the sexton opens the si de gate

and lets the two fellows out.

Jaroslav hides the wooden printing block he received from Martin Richte r at Franzis’s
digs before visiting the forti cations again. There he bumps into Udo and Franzis, and
changes his mind about his destination. The artist and the soldier return to the Ra thaus
to investigate Klepper's business dealings, where they discover that the Rosi crucian,
Klepper, before his death paid for a shipment of pepper with freshly minted Spanish
silver. This raises questions about Klepper's funding and ultimately who he answer ed to.
While at the Rathaus, Franzis once again spots Urzula’s thug, and sneaks up and takes
him by surprise as the villain tries to do the same to Jaroslav in the colonna de along the
front of the Rathaus. Franzis quickly subdues the thug by bashing him o ff a wall before
trussing him rmly. Jaroslav and Franzis march their captive to Alfonzo’s house for
questioning.

At Udo’s lodgings, Udo is stashing his meagre belongings. He decided to mov e digs as he
suspects Urzula of knowing too much about where he lives and is bugging out. Lazaro
lends a hand. A tall, thin man dressed in expensive black clothes approaches, and asks
after Udo the scholar. Udo plays safe and pretends to be someone else. “That young

scholar? He’s already scarpered, rent unpaid!”

The stranger is disappointed and leaves. Lazaro suspects him of some involveme nt with
Metzner and Ferber, the corpse-dissectors.
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Alfonzo and Franzis make short work of Urzula’s thug, Thomas by name. He tells them
that Urzula hired him to rough up “those meddlers”, but he lets slip th at he was also
involved in the murder of Markus Klepper, the lawyer found with the dead w orkmen at
the forti  cations site.

Franzis tells Thomas to leave Landau for good. They untie him and Lazaro escorts him
to the edge of the town.

The group discusses whether they should squeal to as many authorities as p ossible, but
hesitate when it comes to actually identifying the wrong 'uns.

With a scrap of paper and charcoal, Udo draws up a list:

Urzula Breitbrandt, Anders Fetter, Dirk Bobbler, Taccino Miglioresi, Dirk W eimer, Jan van
der Gulvert, Nikolaus Metzner and Thomas Ferber.

Someone proposes dropping them all in Gaius’s tomb with some barrels of gunp owder
and a match but perhaps that would only achieve their aim of undermining the
forti cations?

Udo and Jaroslav ask around the forti cations again. They talk to some of the regular
workmen to learn about Fetter and Bobbler, the Dutch labour organisers brou ght in by
Urzula Breitbrandt. The two men are not liked by the local German workers. “They have
us run ragged, and we haven't even got to Il'in that old tomb yet.”

While there, Udo starts a rumour about Spanish silver coming into Landau, ashed

about by Hapsburg spies.

(I cannot  nd my notes for Session 11. Drat. Obviously the group uncovered a n attempt to blow
up the forti cations but | don't remember the details.)

Session 12 (2023-01-12)

Jaroslav and Franzis pay P aume the Architect a visit to warn him of the undermined
forti cations at the Tomb of Gaius, Son of Gaius. P aume is outraged and takes them
with him to the Tomb, where they interrupt Weimer and some workmen unloading
barrels of gunpowder and ling the Tomb with explosives. Weimer escapes on
horse-back. As he ees, Lazaro and his companions, Udo and Alfonzo, give chase,
bursting from a stand of trees near the tomb where they were watching the proceedings

Franzis bullies the abandoned workmen to remove the gunpowder barrels from t he
tomb, and suitably intimidated, they do so, complaining that unloading and lo ading are
different jobs and they should be paid double.

Carriage and horse careen along the rutted trackway until Weimer pulls up a nd dives
from his mount into a deep ditch. Lazaro halts his carriage and dismounts as a musk et
ball whips over his head. He advances cautiously, blunderbuss drawn, usin g the carriage
as cover until he’s right on top of Weimer’s position.
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To his horror, the conspirator has a second pistol, which he discharges at the coachman

simultaneously with the deafening report of Lazaro’s blunderbuss. As th e gunsmoke
clears, Lazaro is injured by a musket ball to the shoulder. Thankfully the b runt of its
power was spent against Lazaro’s thick coachman’s jacket. Weimer is not so luck y but

Udo’s quick and deft healing hands save him from immediate peril.

Alfonzo and Udo load the injured Weimer onto Lazaro’s carriage and get him to the ca mp
surgeon for further treatment. Alfonzo, no fool, makes sure the horse, the two pistols
and Weimer’'s sword are stowed away for safekeeping. Udo makes a sling for Lazaro’s
wounded arm, and thanks the Divine for his protection, as the coachman is bruised bu t
his limb is unbroken.

Back at P aume’s tent, Udo briefs the architect about recent events, which p rompts him
to call immediately for van der Gulvert's arrest.

Jaroslav deciphers some of the Dutch artillerist's communications, which name a
Spanish  nancier behind the Rosicrucians, Constanza Garcia Conti. She wrote to van der
Gulvert to put him in contact with one Ludovic Wernberg, in the pay of the Prince Bishop
of Speyer.

The group then retires to Landau to celebrate and recover. Lazaro and Udo feed his
horses and the dog while Alfonzo and Jaroslav visit Sforbeck, the captain o f the Guard, to

Il him in on the details.

The captain is not fully convinced of Alfonzo’s innocence, but Jaroslav corrobor ates the
gravedigger’s confusing testimony and adds details of the conspirators to placate the
grumpy Sforbeck. Eventually, he sends them on their way with a warning th at Urzula

Breitbrandt is still at large.

Jaroslav asks around and determines that Wernberg is a Reichsgraf and a colonel
commanding troops for Speyer, but with some business holdings in Landau.

The two fellows return to Alfonzo’s home with food and drink and they all celebrate.

During the evening, Jaroslav translates the letter from Conti to van der Gu Ivert and
uncovers evidence that Wermberg has paid van der Gulvert, and is involved in two
named conspiracies or plots: The Landau Star Project and The Red Ribbons, both under
orders ultimately from Emperor Ferdinand.

Session 13 (2023-01-19)

Franzis and Lazaro prepare for the evening job and invite Jaroslav along. Alfonzo and
Udo make their own way to the Hiller Ball, hired on as extra hands.

Before the evening, Jaroslav, while out hunting down gossip, runs afoul o f two heavies at
the Reiksverben Livery and Stables. He manages to do a runner through a yard fu Il of
manure and escapes unscathed if not unscented.
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That evening the carriage driver and friends arrive at the Nachtmann residence to

collect Isabella, her chaperone Maria Kunstler, and a large barrel of expensive wine. As
they reach the Hiller estate where the ball is to be held, Franzis notices | sabella watching
him as he climbs down from the carriage. Maria hurriedly moves Isabella al ong, as she

lingers to watch the young soldier.

Alfonzo and Jaroslav are masked, but move in different circles. Jaroslav and Fra nzis
mingle and soon nd the young Isabella surrounded by young noblemen, paying suit.
Franzis is alarmed to spot Balthazar Rumbold behind a fox’s mask and alerts Maria to

the man's obvious unsuitability. Udo curries favour with the older woman in
conversation and stays to watch the young lady.

Meanwhile, the gravedigger Alfonzo is busy carrying wine from the house to a series of
trestle tables near the hedge maze when he bumps into Lazaro. As they talk, L azaro
spies a shadow of a  gure on the roof of the mansion, silhouetted brie y against the
moon.

As Franzis arrives to tell his friend about Balthazar, the carriage driver spots the gure
descend from the roof and break into a third oor room by the window. Lazaro and

Jaroslav hurry into the building as Franzis and Alfonzo stand watch.

Inside the upper storeys are dark, with deep, moon-cast shadows here and there to
confuse the eye.

Session 14 (2023-02-02)

Jaroslav poses as an art critic and quickly gathers a group of noblemen as he h olds forth
on the various artworks in the house. The group follow Jaroslav up the stair s to the 2nd
storey as Lazaro tags along at the back of the group, using them as cover to get to the
stairs and sneak to the third oor, where he saw the intruder entering the window.

Cautiously moving along the corridor, Lazaro sees a light from under the door of the
bedroom he calculates matches the one the intruder broke into. As he listens at the door
he is nearly struck from behind, pulling his head out of the way of the blow at th e last

second. He draws his sword and prepares to ght.

Outside, Franzis escorts Maria and Isabella into the hedge maze, hoping to keep t he
young woman from the predatory young noblemen at the ball. The featurele Ss green
vegetation make all the passages alike, but eventually the partygoer S emerge into a large
open space at the centre of the maze. A huge man with a bull's head stand s brandishing a
massive sword and bellows a challenge. The various noblemen scatter in f ear, but
Franzis holds his nerve and ourishes his own sword with con dent ease. The minotaur
collapses in defeat and the servant removes his papierméché head, sweetmea ts and
trinkets pouring out of it. Isabelle is very taken with the soldier’s brav ery, and links her
arm with his as Maria tuts.

At the rear of the house Alfonzo and Udo are helping with the serving of the wine when
they spot Urzula moving through the crowd. They hide behind an ornamental pilla ras
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she passes. Alfonzo follows at a safe distance as the Dutch woman hurries towards the
hedge maze. Udo runs into the house to alert Jaroslav and Lazaro.

Upstairs Lazaro and his mysterious assailant exchange feints, and Lazaro thro ws his
cloak forward hoping to befuddle his opponent. However, the unnamed gure is too
clever and uses the distraction to land a blow with a cosh that leaves th e coachman'’s ears
ringing. The stranger ees away down the corridor towards the eastern end of the
house.

Downstairs, Jaroslav and Udo hear the scuf e and footfalls. Jaroslav musters his rag-tag
group of drunken noblemen and would-be art fanciers as Udo grabs nearby candles to

light their way. Emboldened, the group climb the stairs bravely if not s ilently. At the top
of the stairs they see the eeing stranger and the addled Lazaro. The two drunks quickly

give chase, with hollering and mirth. Udo tends to his dazed friend as Jaros lav surveys
the scene. Through the keyhole they spy a woman, dressed in dark cloak and brit ches,
bent over a small jewellery box on the bed as she attempts to open the box.

Lazaro, now back on his feet, gives the door an appraising eye and throws himself
against the ‘weak spot’ before ricocheting off with a thud. “They put the w eak spot in
the wrong place!”

Udo and Jaroslav hear the approach of the house staff simultaneously and try a near by
door, before ushering the shaken coachman and themselves into an adjace nt room out of
sight.

They nd themselves in a bedroom similar to the one with the lady intruder. Lazaro

goes out on the balcony and springs across to the one outside the locked room. H e slips
quietly into the room, and is surprised to nd it empty. Where is the lady burglar?

A moment’s thought tells Lazaro she must still be in the room, and he notes that the
chairs by the table near the door are disarranged. Stepping closer, he speaks . “A lovely

night, my lady, T'would be a shame to be stuck under a table.”

The woman emerges, and exchanges a bon mot or two with Lazaro, all the while cir cling
him to get closer to the window. Lazaro allows this, and the woman leaves with a grin
thinking she has fooled the coachman.

On the balcony, Jaroslav stands in wait at one side, Udo at the other, a cur tain rope pulled
taut between them. The woman trips and stumbles, but nonetheless cuts at Jaros lav with
her dagger. She is swift, but not as swift as the bar- ght honed re  exes of the young
artist. Jaroslav brains her with a ower pot and she collapses on the balcony.

Comments on E&A #7

General comments:  Thanks for the kind words on the Traveller solo game. | enjoyed
playing it, and enjoyed sharing it with the APA. | must return to it, or s omething like it
soon.
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On readability, I've read arguments either way as to which is more read able, serif or sans
serif. 1 did  nd an interesting animation in an article on font readability that sirhulated

some dyslexic people’'s experience of letters ‘jumping around’ on the pag e. A freeze
frame of the gif looks like this : 8

Dseiyxla

A freind who has dexilsya dseebcird to me how she eexiecrepns rdenaig. She can read, but it tekas a lot of
cttnaorconien, and the lettres seems to “jmup anruod”.

| remebmreed reidnag abuot tyloigpmecya. Wodlun't it be pissbole to do it ieliecntatvry on a wbsiete wtih
Jcaasprvit? Srue it wiuod.

Feel like mnikag a bakoormlket of tihs or siehonmtg? Fork it on gtiuhb.

Dixlsyea is chiaeazetrcrd by diflufctiy with leinnrag to read fitneluy and with actcuare
chpirmneseoon ditsepe naomrl itclengliniee. Tihs iduencls dfufiticiy wtih pioalcghoonl
aarnesews, pioncolaghol dicoendg, pinreocssg seepd, ohhtpoarrigc cdinog, adiotury
sohrt-term mormey, lanaguge slikls/vreabl cnhmrpeoeison, and/or rapid nmanig.

Dlemaenvpotel rmeaidg dsireodr (DRD) is the most comomn lireanng dbitliaisy. Dsxyilea
is the most reeozcnigd of redniag desroidrs, hveweor not all rdiaeng drioersds are

likend to deiyxisa.
| found it eye-opening (and headache inducing) to try to read the animated version, a S
the letters change and move around in the words. Related studies do sugge st that sans

serif and/or monospaced typefaces work best for readers with dyslexia.

Roger BW : Re noisy mice: So true! | don't know how the old phrase got started. Clearly

not referencing the mice we’'ve experienced. | remember a line from somewhere . “If you
think you've got rats in the attic, it's mice. If you think you've got elephants, it 'S rats.”

Re tech stocks and unrealistic expectations of growth: You've hit the na il on the head. So
much of what | see from MS, Google, etc. nowadays are features in search o f someone

who wants to actually use them, which get forced on end users regardless.

| like the idea of Fudge on the Fly and other systems where the character abilities and
stats are revealed in play. It's not to everyone’s taste, but I've use d it a couple of times in
one-shots where it worked well. A halfway house, where you stat up y our character but
hold some points in reserve to respond to developments in play works too, and | seem to
remember someone, possibly in  A&E, modelling Han Solo and Luke Skywalker as two
PCs, Han, the one where all the points were spent up front, and Luke who h eld back
enough points to develop Jedi powers when needed.

" https:/geniusee.com/single-blog/fontreadability-research-f amous-designers-vs-scientists
8 The original animation is here: https:/geniusee.com/storage/app/media/blog91/14.qif
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Erica Frank (EIf): | have fond memories of Glitch and
missed it terribly when it shut down. | loved the
exploration and the wonder of it. The community
gardens and the habit most players had of replanting
as they harvested feels like something from an earlier
internet with fewer trolls and griefers.

| think Wanderhome makes a good t for the Glitch
feel and sense of place. Your descriptions of the
locations re-imagined for Wanderhome are cool. | got
all nostalgic for the MMORPG and pleasant journeys
of exploration from years ago. May your butter y milk never curdle.

Michael Cule: I'm sorry to hear that your Mausritter game fell apart. You might be better
off using a system you're well versed in and declaring the PCs to be mice ab initio . In our
games of Mausritter , we rarely use more than straight d20 rolls against attributes and
handwave the rest. The encumbrance mechanics are too ddly for me, and once | started
pruning | found there are a lot of rules | don't really call upon.

Re assigning skills/stats in play: Thank you! | had forgotten to mention Hero
Wars/HeroQuest as an example of improvised character generation. | agree that some sort
of de ning characteristic or trait is needed to get started, or the PC might as well b ea

sort of Morph  gure made of plasticine . °
Lisa Padol: Thanks for the sympathy on the sleep issues.

Re Mausritter write-up: Philbert was reckless it's true, and | probably unconsciously
played him to move the otherwise indecisive players along, but also | s aw him as a
human in a frog body and not really aware of the dangers his new size and body was

prone to.

Re the solo Traveller : | enjoyed the surprises the dice threw at me. The dialogue from all
the characters was just off the top of my head, with thumbnail sketches of the navigator
and engineer as best friends who loved to bicker with one another as a starting point

Re ticks/checks: Ireland has ticks like so: or , but separate them from check, which in
this context is a verb. One might check (i.e. roll against) a skill in BRPfor example and on
success, tick the box. We don't check a check box, but tick a tick box.

Re distributing points in play after character generation: Yep, you remembere d that from
Hero Wars too. | want to say that | saw it in other BRP-derived games, but | can't p inpoint
it before HW.

Re Smallville and other Cortex RPGgames: | agree that a playmat helps. “One from the red
box, one from the blue box and any two from the yellow box” sounds like a sol id shortcut
for building a dice pool.

® Though there’s likely a SF setting that could start with freshly decanted v atpeople as PCs.
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RYCT Michael Cule re the Everway Powers system: | liked that too, and generally
shoehorned magic and wizardly powers into a power de nition instead of using the
Magic system rules.

Re T. King sher's Sworn Soldier books: They are  good, aren't they? | particularly enjoy
the relationship between the main character and their batman/sergeant companion.

Pum (Paul Holman): Re en dashes: The red-headed stepchild of the Hyphen family! |
admit that most of the time | shove a hyphen in and make do.

| loved the demon destroying dirt story. It echoes many foolish schemes cooked up by
my D&D players in secondary school.

Avram Grumer: RYCT Lisa Padol re margins: Lastish | ddled with the margins when |

was thinking about line lengths, 1- vs 2-column layouts and the like. Narr ower margins
fought against my attempts to keep the line lengths a comfortable numbe r of characters.
| guess there's a reason that typesetting and layout are skilled, paid job s if you want

them done right.

Brian Rogers: Sorry to hear about the mould problem. Living in Ireland and in contact

with a variety of students over the years I've heard many horror stories about mould in
student ats that good taste requires | refrain from airing . °
HR as “People and Culture”: Like Michael Cule, Personnel always work ed for me. A name

change like HR to People and Culture smacks of Newspeak to me.

| too have fond memories of the Tudor Talents game, and we can still get a rise out of
Alex by referring to his “ponkhole”, which the group gave as a nickname to his
interdimensional space.

Re Dungeon Crawler Carl : | enjoyed books 25 too, but found number 6 (with the
collectable card game element) less satisfying, and I've delayed starting numb er7asa
result.

Kriegsmesser doesn't have a hit location system. In fact the default rules don't have hit
points or any wounds system. What this particular campaign has, however, is an
occasionally cruel GM with a sense of humour. It worked particularly well when Sam’s
acolyte/scholar PC repeatedly ended up bandaging Pete’s wagoneer’'s head and chiding

him about avoiding alcohol while concussed:

Pete as Lazaro: “So no brandy before lunch?”

Sam as Udo: “No alcohol at all!”

Pete as Lazaro: “Not even wine with breakfast?”

Sam as Udo: “None!”

Pete as Lazaro: "Alright, alright,” conceded the wagoneer as he unco rked a bottle of beer.

10 «5ee? That's your problem. Open all the windows and freeze the little mycelia | bastards!”
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More excellent insanity in the Regrettable Hero Doctor Hormone and your expansi on of
the V&V skills and heightened attribute powers looks good. When you mentioned
‘non-gendered asskicker' in your expanded pet skill, Companion, | immediately
thought of a couple more: non-binary buddy and gender- uid friend, likely all part of
Ace Ally’s team of queer heroes.

I’'m never likely to run V&V again, but | really enjoyed the Legion of Superheroes PBEM
game where you bore the brunt of the rules wrangling.

Brian Misiaszek: As expressed in email, I'm very sorry for your loss of Sadie. She was a
good dog.

Did you create the various maps for ~ The Mazorra from scratch? They’re very good.

| hope you enjoy What Stalks the Deep. | don't think I've read anything by T. King sher
that | haven't enjoyed. Her more explicitly written-as-horror no vels like The Hollow
Places, A House With Good Bones and The Twisted Ones are all great reads, and a lot of her
fantasy works have a horri ¢ element not far beneath the surface. The isolated farmer

and wife in Minor Mage and the ending of Nine Goblins had shivers down my spine when

| read them.

I'm glad the write-ups hit the mark. | found the solo Traveller-esque experience much
more compelling than | expected. I've tried a few published solo games befo re, like Four
Against Darkness, but | found the home-brewed simplicity worked well for me.

Joshua Kronengold: | hope you're surviving the job hunt, or better yet have secured a

new post with a company you feel comfortable working for. An old friend re cently left
Google after over 20 years when they signed a contract with a well-known miltech
supplier to use Gemini Al in some project. He's ended up at another of the Big Six,
though, so | hope his  re is less murdery than his frying pan was.

When | mentioned the idea to my players of a “quiet as mice” comment in a loud v oice
from one of the PCs we fell immediately into a rendition of Gilbert and Sulliv an’'s “With
Catlike Tread..” with the customary gusto (and usually misremembered lyrics)

Re the body swapped Amber PC: The player was given a brief outline of w hat | wanted
from Dworkin (sow chaos, mostly), and the occasional note. One of the cousins (S am’s
PC, Rhiannon) was surprised to nd it incredibly dif cult to contact Christiania (the
swapped PC) via Trump, but persisted with some support from another Psych e-monster
in the family. She in turn was very surprised to nd herself welded to Christiania, soles

of the feet to the other's footsoles, spinning at alarming speed inside a magi cally
resilient sphere somewhere way the hell out in Shadow. They escaped ev entually but not
before Dworkin-Christiania had a hoot messing with the other PCs plans.

Jim Vasilakos and Timothy Collinson: (Jim) Re handling a misjump in the solo

Travellerresque game. | handwaved it. Without a pre-determined map there was no
point in referring to rules for distance and direction. | just created a destinati on system
that looked promising for the next chapter of the play. Jump physics in Traveller proper
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have a primary purpose of keeping PCs’ ships close to interesting destinati ons so I'm not
surprised that the rules don'’t really go into misjumps to Oort clouds and ot her distant
locations, but as | understand the pseudo-physics of jump travel even misj umping ships
are likely to emerge close to a gravity well.

Re the ancient Earth sage: Pterry is one of the names Terry Pratchett was fondly known
by. Re Pterry’s upper atmosphere: | don't retain the combination of therm odynamics and
uid dynamics knowledge to model the distribution of heat in a gas giant’s at mosphere
and consequent diffusion, but I'm happy to say that with suf cient rotation I'd imagine
the heating is fairly well distributed. As with the misjump, | didn't bot her with the
details of matching the gravitational pull of the gas giant against the manoeuvre drive’s
Grating. | don't see why skimming ships in Traveller wouldn't stand on their tails in the

skimming process just to get the full G-rating of the thruster plates.

(Tim) I'm glad you enjoyed the coffee stain map. It would probably dri ve a proper
geologist or geographer bonkers, but | did nd the resulting circle of islands pleasing.
Perhaps when the local inhabitants discover the shape of their wide r world they create a
myth of Ra’'s Great Coffee Cup, or how the Great God Budweiser made the world from a
beer mat.

Limli the Librarian: ~ Welcome to the APA party!
Everyone else: SRAEBNC.

All contents © Myles Corcoran 2026 and licensed under the AIO-B  Y-NCSA license
(https:/www.humanscommons.org/license/ai0-by-nc-sa/l .0) which explicitly denies the use
of the above content in the training or source material of any Al system
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$Q $JH RI 5HFNRQLQJ«
'KLOH XQFRQQHFWHG IURP WK

XVLQJ WKH OLEURYUGV & WP WRAYVX Q

SOD\HUV DUH RQH IURP P\ +6
RQH IURP P\ FROOHJH JURXS
ZKRP DUH IDPLOLDU ZLWK WKH
WRZQ ZKR KDYH RQO\ SOD\HG

7KH LQLWLDO SUHPLVH IRU WK
LV 6WDU :DUV ERXQW\ KXQWLQ
LV 6WDU :DUV ERXQW\ KXQWLQ
ZHUH WR EH MREELQJ KXQWHU
JXLOW\ RI ZDU FULPHV ZKR QH
LQ WKH 1HZ 5HSXEOLF 7KH WH
FKDQJHG WKDW D ELW DV ZH(
WKH SORW WRJHWKHU EXW WK

,*Q 7LXV D ERXQW\ KXQWHU G
EXLOW E\ WDNLQJ WKH ,* VW
WZHDNLQJ D OLWWOH  +5RLW
9DD]LRQMH[WRHQDJHU XVLQJ W
RUSKDQ RI D SLUDWH ZKR WKH
GD\V Rl WKH ZDU +H VHHV Wil
GLVWDQW IDWKHU ILIXUH KH

LVQ-W LQGLIIHUHQW WR KLEFHWhRW W KD YH BIOBQVKEWHG E\

O9DORUBKRXQJ 6HQDWRUDDO&W
TULEXRWR D OLVW RI SHRSOH
KDV DQ $ERGAUZRPRKED 3DWAHLI )
$OLHQ , I LW WXUQV RXW D SH
VKH ZUODG\BB-DORWKHA 6HQDWRU
HPEDUUDVVLQJ 4XL[RWLF -HGU
NHHS JHWWLQJ MREV WR NHHS

, FDPH LQWR WKLV NQRZLQJ
DGYHQWXUH WR EH fVXUYLYDC
VWUXFWXUH LV DV IROORZV
BHULV QDPHV WKH DVVLJIQP}
RUFKHVWUDWRU RI WKH ORQ
WKH RWKHUV DQG KHDGYV IR
WKHLU GURS WR VXE OLJKW
RI D VWDUVKLS EDWWOH D
HPHUJHQF\ ODQGLQJ RQ WKHF
<DWHUUR LV D ZRUOG RI (
PRXQWDLQ UDQJHV UXQQL
GHVHUW UDQJH MXQJOH FRD
WKH\ ZDQW WR JR GRZQ RQ
WKHLU PRXQWDLQ VHWWOHH
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$V LV FODVVLF WKH 6WDU :Dl\

VFUHHQ ZLWK WKH RSHQLQJ FJ{
\RX-UH QRW IDPLOLDU ZLWK W
SXEOLVKHG PRGXOH VWDUWYV
VXSSRVHG WR DVVLJQ UROHWQV
PHGLD UHV LQIRGXPS DV IDVW
LQFOXGH DQ RSHQLQJ FUDZO M
SURYLGH HYHQ PRUH FRQWHI[W

=SIVAIRE
VAR5

7KH &UDZO

W LV D SHULRG RI UHFRQVWD
WKH *DODFWLF (PSLUH FROOD
HVWDEOLVK JDODFWLF JRLYH W®
SHSXEOLF EXW FRUUXSW IUMRL
WKH 5LP UHPDLQV XQJRYHUQH

DU FULPLQDOV IURP QDYDO H
ZRUOG JRYHUQPHQW KDYH NFH
DFFRXQWDELOLWHQRWRWK BHU |
VWUXJJOHV WR HVWDEOLVRKUDJ
DPQHVW\ RU SHUVRQDO Y HWR H
LQ WR IRUFH WKH 6HQDWH -V K

+HU ILUVWGWRDUIE WDLNFZ KB HOD
&DODPDU-V fUDLQ RI GHDW®O
WKH ORQ &DODPDUL FRDOEW./R
ERG\BERMD 3WHHLGURLG*ERX®@
DQG ,JJ\-V ARYWHU O RIEXMIRIQUR R
UDIMARV WKH <DWHUUR V\VWH
*HQDX-V EROW KROH

7TKH 6FULSW

5RXVW:-U 9P@ILOMIKW 6HQDWR
V\VWHP ZKHUH \RXU 5 -V FRRU
0OXVW EH <DWHUUR

5 .7 %HHS EORRS ZUUUUUUU&
IDQJXDJHV G KHDUV "7KH NLG

5RRND 31WDUWLFXODWH $E\VV
ZLOO OLNHO\ RQO\ EH RFFXUUI

6HOQDWRU 9DIOHR WRIRUGLQDWHYV
5RRND EXW ZRUWK LW $GPL
OHQIJWKYV WR NHHS <DWHUUR K
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6HQDWRU 9BBRUWKH SODQ LV VRX
Rl K\SHUVSDFH .7 WUDQVPLWV W
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5RRND 3PMWJDUWLFXODWH $E\VVLQ
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&RQVHQVXV LV WKDW ZDWHU G
FOHDUO\ IOXVWHUHG E\ EHLQG
LW-V 5RXVW-U ZKR UHPHPEHU
<DWHUWRKH ELRPH RI WKH SOL
ZLWK VKDOORZ FRDVWOLQHV O
WKH FRDVW 2 DQG WKH NLG EU
WKH JURXQG EHIRUH JRLQJ RX
QRWKLQJ .7 FDQ-W UHSDLU JL
DLUERUQH DJDLQ LQ KRXUV\

DIWHU QBBHKWYDD@G 5RRND KDY|H
WULS XS DQG PDNH LW DW DER

,*Q LXV EULHIO\ UHFRPPHQGV |
EXW HYHU\RQH RSWV WR SXVK
ZDV QRW XQQRWLFHG

7KH WULS LQFOXGHV DERXW K
E\ KRXUV RI OLJKW VFUXE 0
RWKHU WKDQ 5RXVW: U JHWWL
GRZQ RQH RI
DW WKH UHDU KDV WR NHHS S
OLQH ,*Q LXV SLFNV XS PRYHP
ZLWK VL[ RFFXSDQWYV

7KH JURXS GXFN EDFN LQWR

KLJKO\ WULFN HGVR X\®DWEN HE H L
*UDITLWVWARS QRW IDU IURP WKH
HQRXJK WR KHDU 5RXVW-U VQ
WKDW WKHVH DUH HIITHWH ZHMDK
VKRUH IRU D SLFQLF 7KH ;H[W
WR WKHP WU\LQJ WR HVWDHEO
WKH NLG:-V JRDO LV WR JHWDWK

GXULQJ WKLV EXW GRHVQ-W SH
ZKDW MXVW KDSSHQHG
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, WROG HYHU\RQH WKH\ FRXOBYM
WKRXJK HYHU\RQH H[FHSW 6HWLWM
VKH JHWV RQH RI KHU RQO\ RUDZSKS
WKH NLG JHWV D +LV SO DB\HHDV
PLVVLRQ EULHIp ZKLOH KHU EHH@G
EDWWOH ZDV SHUIHFW WR H[SODL

, WRWDOO\ DQG FRPSOH[O\ LJQH
UXOHV KHUH :(* G LV D WRWHBDW
VXFFHHG RU \RX GRQ:-W EDVHGWKX
RXWFRPH LV HLWKHU IL[HG RW VYM
XQVDWLVIV\LQJ LQ D GLFH SRRQO &
QXPEHUV LW VKRXOG PHDQ VRPHW
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6HULV UROOHG D VR , VHW WKR
HQRXJK WKDW WKH 3&V FRQVLGW ¥
KDG GRQH VR , ZRXOG KDYH VKH
<RXQJ %RKHPLDQV DQG JRQH ULJ
<RX ZLOO QRWH WKDW ,-G SODQQ(

PWRHBGWBGVIKRUS WKSDDWWDFN 7KH OHYV
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ORV .UD\WRV KDV WKH HQRUPR
LQ SODFHV WKDW PLJKW H[SHF
RI' D FLW\ ZLWK RQH FHQWUDO
1T$OPDU- PLHQ DQG WKH ORRN

6WRUP 7TURRSHUMN @GV, WX HXM B/
FRPPVY FKDWWHU DJUHHLQJ WK
7TKH\ FDOO WKHLU OLHXWHQDQ
DQG DFFHSWV KHU LQYLWDW
VROLFLWDWLRQ FDOOLQJ D VY
FLW\ FHQWHU 7KH\ VSRW PR
\RXWKV DJHYV LVK ZLWK D J
DGXOWYVY DOO GUHVVHG WR LQ
VWUDQJH LQVHFWRLG EHLQJ

PDUN WKHP DV SURSHUW\ 6HU
DQG SRVWXODWHY WKDW *UHQ
RU LQIDQW KLYH PRWKHU KHUH

7KH WULS WKURXJK WRZQ T$0P
RQ WKH VLWXDWLRQ GURSSLQ
KDV WR FRQILUP WKDW WKH W
IRU WKH ORFDO QREOH IDPLOL
RUHV 2 ZKLFK KH GLEQ GW WGHIH
RSHUDWLRQ OHDQZKLOH 5RRN
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FRQILUPLQJ WKDW WKH\ DUHQ|

WUDS DQG WKH ORFDOV DUH Q
EDVHG RQ ZKDW LW VHHV WKD

ILIW\ RU VR 2 6 WRUPKH KRB B HG W wéuhls

WKHP DW WKH WRZHU DQG WK
LQIRUPHG WR PDNH UHDG\ IRU

KLOH 5RXVW-U UHSOLFDWHYV

WKURXJK WKHLU RSWLRQV 7K
JDLQLQJ WUXVW LV VKRW 2 ZL
KDYH WRQLJKW ,I WKH )ODND]
WKH 6HQDWRU FDQ QHJRWLDW
DQ DXGLHQFH ZLWK WKH $GPL
ROG ,PSHULDO OLNH *UHQDX Z

6HULY EOHZ WKH GRRUV RIl WKH
WKH JHQHUDO WKHRU\ RI "REHRX
UHDVRQDEO\ PDNH LWp WR NKHPHIS3
FRPSHWHQF\ 7KH PRUH RIWHQ \R
IDLOLQJ 2 OHVV VR LQ GLFH SRRO
$OQRWKHU H[FHOOHQW NQRZOHG
FXUUHQF\ RI WKH JDPH HFRQRP\ 2
W ZDVQ-W LGHQWLILHG EHFDXYV

WKURXJKRXW LW 7KH\ GHFLGH W

X% @W e HKEHDMWRY & WIPIIBQKWHW VIR KD V
WWEENKYROOPMW H QUWURS H 1Q DX ¥ HDX @
VISOPH U - W R RUK 6 RUYKR VBR ULWL Q
R 1 9RKY W WE R U @ OF @/HPINUAO & F BRI \ RARIOH?
HFWHWUXYD QW HYR JDWKHU PRUH LQWH
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&/ KIS VIWRNAL QO RVKLHD P IDOQG DVWYHFK ROG Pl
K URBOQQV HVION 1UHBWH VDI WKW Q FR W H5® R
V' WKBRQULQHDW & N L E8R®W DWQWGL BIG@RRS DDWH.
H DEDG/ K G UQRWD HI L FOI\R UR Q@ VRRL RVQK IHD RABHEHD 9
F IMKRAOD @/IHQHW UDWKHU WKDQ OHDYH
H , SQBWKM W ERX D RG 6GHGRVW FDLAH UV

7KH SLUDWHV ZHUH DQ H[FXVHUW

ODQG QRW EH D 3&:V IDXOWH )RNGWKRSUHR W RV E H LSMH BWUH \D WRIPH Q W
EH VRPHWKLQJ WR VWHDO HIQH R& R NMHUYKH WB LIODXYUHH GsHKMVHWW D :LOG 'LH F

DQG D VODYH UDFH IRU WKHKB&W

7KH PLQHVY EHFDPH WKH WKLQJIDWIKHR BOOLNROY Z VMW KBIRE Q JP\WV & Bl VWW K HWRYLH/U [0

WKH SLUDWHYV VRPHWKL QUX&IRW M/

LQ WKH ORJLVWLFV RO\WWHW\VR OHWQRVZ S@D\, @MW PDWLRQ LV FXUUHQF\
ODNLQJ VXUH HDFK 3&V ZKR HKWNV KDV VRPH GDWD SRLQW W
((PRWLRQDO UHVSRQVH LV JRRG

IHHO JRRG DERXW FROOHFWLQJ
'"HQL]HQV RI WKHITLEUDU\

KIHQV XDKH W REBHRSWR URKRLWIK LQ WKH P

R QUANWLDXOH a.W RVOKGHW i HIRID GV M X VAR LIK\DW L

HEXWH @ R V& GD\HW \RURWKH SODQOWWLKLPL




5RRND VWD\V DW PRVW D FR
ORRNLQJ REYLRXVO\ XQKDSS\
WR WRXFK KHU ZKLOH VFDQQ
ZHUH RWKHU SODLQFORWKH
OHJLWLPDWHO\ ZHDOWK\ EXW
KH FRXOG KDQGOH*® Q®VRP DK
VSDFH RQ WKH SHULSKHU\ N
VFDQQLQJ ORFDO FRPPV :KH(
DERXW WKH VHFXULW\ FKDQJH
ZKLVSHU WKH LQWHO WR 5RRN

5RXVW:-U GHFLGHG WR WUDYHC
SDWUROOLQJ 6WRUPWURRSHU
WKH KHDG IRU KLV WURXEOH Z
QRWKLQJ WR GR @RW®&\KLHP TXL
LQWR RQH RI WKH RIILFHV OR
IRXQG WKH VKRSSLQJ VFKHG X
JURXS VXVSHFWHG DV ZHOO [
W R
GDWD FU\WWDOV DQG SRFNHW
FKLPH LQGLFDWHG B6WRUPWURHR
"$OULJKW NLGV \RX WULJJHUF
\RX-UH LQ WKHUH«p S5RXVW-U
WKHLU VHDUFK DQG HVFDSH L(
WKH\ ZHUH ORRNLQJ HOVHZKH
ZRUN RXW WKDW LI WKH DODU
PD\EH LW-V QRW WKH NLGV 0L
FDOO WKH VXVSLFLRQ LQ DQG
SODWIRUP VHDUFK RI WKH WRZH
5RXVW-U WLHV VDREWW HR Z VOVGR.Z)
LW ORRN OLNH D URSH UHPQDOQW
SXW« EXW FDOFXODWHV D YHU

"5HDU $GPLUDO 'HQJ \RX FDQ-
JXHVW DOO WR \RXUVHOI«pu 6
ZKLVNHG RIlI E\ WKH $GPLUDO

VDQV UDLOGWD LEHBIOMKK/ HD ORY

W VWLOO GLGQ-W LGHQWL

SIOH LR W MH WK DWR © LN$HGOPDKR X WHYV |
LIOBQ\RMUH 6RW- F QFRWH LHQ RKHK F L W\«
Q$OVKH WRIRW' |BY WEORDWV VKKH WD H
V ARHOPYHULLWAD WKLHRUDH DIKRXI@E QKIL W KZHD Q
WEKDHY JDH. (QH. QKX PROLD ¥ H LIQQ HDHEGOWH BMR V)
OWPRIU@HL®@ JDWR UHSRUW WR )HOWY W
| STSOIPRIQW ERW \Z IDIQIG 5RIXY W VYU KIH U
WR\H . N DEWERNW EW KWH A/ KNOQR ZJHV SHF
V SOHN UL QD QKNG DUR BDIIRK GG OO P D
DRXW WKH EUHDGWK RI KLV GRPDLQC

PRIV H \R BH@EW D§ IDWKHHUK B OMU B QD
HIYY 18 HKQ P HD RA XDl RWHW K RL R SML G-HL U F
K EGII® RZK B QOR PDQ VHMW WRWZAK £ B § MU
NV DWKLOBW DWQRSP EADRNML QJ WR ULS *UH(
REGOLUBRO - D R\ UKD UGKBIQE KDWH YV
HVRPFSGIW HPMQ H & K K UK WKR GEIHWKHQ J |
VDZUKWHRH WRR PR UHHZDW LRRYLHQDV L Q J
\RW WHRR WHK LE’X WRRIR & X ®/OHK{EEV DQDRO ZH
H G QU R/l PO IKRQ E KIHRW HI MAK W L@R R LU F
REGHWWUHLRWBWLQJ WKIFXURRR VLW
| GS D HPRAVOLVR\Q LWHQHV/ARIU DIHG NADKREZ $E\ \
P GQURLHEG ADRV FIOM 'S F R F AV RIKKADM. & H U
) VDFE RV W X YA S\HHDDBUHRK FDH). @ LK@HJ PZIKNHHG
UH$ OPD KHDQ® KHAH VHFRRIS MU VE H IR U
P WHQW R\M DIUQVG/ BAKKMH @RV KIH G VSO DL Q

-V VRPHROH HOVH" 7KH\
M%KS@ IR B Rd D

)
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xJLFDLbDr| WRQp B K VLPXO
RNJHG*‘VV'
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\ LQ PRWL Q PRYLQJ ZLWK FRP
W KHH[[3 & FFAD MVIRU N IHUFRP WKLY QWX Q Q H
HGW\DO}UHBRMN/DKWIUXIVIWV WRHJIHRW F H
7 KR\ DH H/$ Y FRHDUH WWRD B LEDJIOERWW K W K H
HOAKPARERDOERMQ\ +H WZLVWV PLG DL

F

f\J

YLHZ RI WKH GHVHUW 21l LQ

7KLV LV D FDVH RI LQVHUWLQKH
HISHULHQFH ZDV LPSUR¥YIQAG LEKX
SULQFLSOHV RI HYHU\ VNLOO FDW
KLV G %UDZOLQJ KH ZDV DEOH
"VHEXULW\p LQ WKH URRP 7KHUSR
WKH 'HQ]JHO :DVKLQJWRQ B(TXD@L
ORQJ LW ZRXOG WDNH WR KDQG®
.QRZLQJ WKDW RWKHU WKDQ WK
EDGGHVW EDGGDVV WKHUH KLW D

$ FDVH RI WKH SOD\HUV EDG &R
VNLOO IDLOLQJ WZLFH , IHOWZKM
WKH\ REYLRXVO\ IDLO LV EHWWHU

+H KDG VXFFHHGHG LQ KLV VKD
FRPSOLFDWLRQ VR KH
FRUQHUHG , UHSHDW QRQRWRB
LQ WKH PRPHQW LW IHOW O LRNBW.
30XV IRU WKH UHVW RI WKHOVRHQ

'"HQL]HQV RI WKHIIWLEUDU\

W WH HRL E W CRQUAH WKKHHY FDRVKHGIDR G K

HZ7EBIPNQG WHF RO DWKV\S\W BWWR VZ WO K \/
\ PIGIELQJOXJ DQG WKH SOD\HU ZRE GR
K\ DQG BV B\Q R 2 OMRS X 1D \HSTHHFUNW R RQZ IR Q
R CP\D NDHD © QUGH D @V HVR WXWIDR WIK]]\Y O X J
D RH LL\F P U WH\RIYHIG VWHRDHP HQX S

HUB VZR B GHWMKH FIDOOOR X @ DW/HIIBWK B Q DYK W K
H WU UR RFR RN K3X PV DD Q JP R &N WIHM LKRIQ VD

HWRY INAWID KHOWGE XIXK\KKWWDYJ RQ PH"p |

SPIDOKBUPY ¥ RBW \V 3 RWYVDWR PHHWRK E QW WR X
H O XEFW FIRFDMWH RL\QHO Z LWRKP KKIW DUP
E XIVR WO H WW DQVWJ ,RESBRNGI LW K HU R & O W\ DL
| &b FADIDEUOHHG DOFDN LR RDRY B &RIRQW ,JJ\p EH
FAXRDQIGOY W HDW WYH UIR@® \J LEDXBAE JGINBIN V

\I[BVY & DIMW\D RORMVWWWHSIR/'W @SIXMKW VRPH LVV X
BRZ Y HLIQH &/ L B KMLLFYKH LA \D\WO D PW KW MPUD\N H V
KR G WFRI NIHHESOI0Q VRO WHHILG LI \RX - U
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WZR VWRULHV EHORZ 8QDZDUJ
VWLOO UHVSRQGYV JUDEELQJ
NHHS WKH ROG PDQ VWXQQHG
ERG\JXDUGV ULEV JR RQ WKH d
VKDSH KH ZBN WZR VWRUPWUR
DUH VKRFNHG LQWR WHPSRUD|

,*Q LXV FDOFXODWHYV D ZD\ WH
ZKLOH RFFXS\LQJ WKH JXDUGV
ILUVW KDV WR HYDGH D VKR®
UHVLVW D KDOI GR]JHQ FROODS
WKH OHVVHU VHFXULW\ $ O
D VHUYR OLQN DQG WKHWKUR LH
WKH VHFXULW\ FKLHI JUDEV W
WKH HGJH WR GURS KLP RYHU
WKH SODWIRUP RYHUFRPH WKH
ZKLFK WKH 6HQDWRU WULHV W
DZD\ IRU KHU7KH RIWKHU UXQV
« RQO\ WR ILQG D ;H[WR NLG D

6HH D IHZ PLQXWHYV HDUOLHU
ZKLOH WKH 6WRUPWURRSHUYV
VRPHRQH ZDV RXWVLGH DQG
SHULPHWHU VZHHS 5RXVW-U
VFDPSHUHG RXW RQWR WKH KR
MXVW EHIRUH LW YDQLVKHG D
ZD\ RXW RI WKH URRP 'HVSHU

WR JHW RIl HOVHZKHUH KH IV

JODQFHG XS DQG VHL]HG WKH
RYHU WKH HGJH KH \DQNHG WK
ZKR ZDV WUDFNLQJ WKH SODW
NLFNHG RIl WKH ZDOO DQG WK
WKH VSRW 5RRND KDG MXVW Y
DQG WKURZQ D 7TURRSHU KHDG

H WDV ZDIWWKR RIKGH) S\KIHWE R Q B VWRLY L (
VKD V3G DL BODQE® BV R DFHND K RRYE UN B
B KID D RIBDDEDVE YOIWD®VRIRKH W K
DIRUDLEEIL R Q G V& LDEYG W MQRIZQIKWWH Vi
R WK DWRWEHUFRQW QROWQWR RQH
)\ VLHD@PGEMWQLRBRWK VWDJJHULQJ EDFN
L RYMLVWY WKUHH LO WKHLU OH&%V
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$FWXDOO\ KH ZDV ILQH 2 ,
DQG
GDPDJH KH WRRN 7KH ZKROH PO #
IRU KLV FDUJR ZDV WKH SOD\HUY
ZLWKRXW GDPDJH %XW OHW WKH

LH ,IRUJRW WR LQFOXGH WKH

7KLV ZDV WKH RQO\ SRLQW RI
SOD\HU ZDV XQKDSS\ ZLWK WK K
DFW GRZQ LQLWLDWLYH WKH (
UHVLVWDQFH UROO QRW PXOWLS
UHVLVWDQFH WKH DYHUDJH W
DUH LQ WKH DFWLRQ HFRQRP\
GHFODUHG D QHDW FRPSOHQDF
KH H[SHFWHG WR VRDN EXW WHKH O
ZRXQG 7KDW PHDQW KH ORVW WK
7R PH WKLV LV D OHJLW FRPSODL
WKHUH-V WRR ORQJ D JDS EHWZHHI
HPRWLRQDO DWWDFKPHQW WR WK

7KH 6HQDWRUV GLFH ILQDOO\ O

KDRP

ROVK H WD G MP UK KW ZRUOWBOW HYHQ
SOB\BQ O/ WKN WRXEMVFRRQWRUNSOD\HG
P WE W KB JIL@HVW W LFOHV FK R Q FHD W 1B H(
HSALK/DFK. BBIO | AR WSEVIDD Q WD [\ \ -EDGNK DLW K
R R B Q@D AVLYRHG RW KHK HL GHFIOWMDEO HW :H K
GBRWIGXPROPN FBRIOGWEVIRERRHH ILJK
O HHW LRR UUGIR QVW Q QI H ™ U R \QUOP L \P\X GH MAKVHL
VWREBED K /D XIDG MV K R\PK B HARW QG J SK L VL K H D G
KFRPLYLS DRVOA G GILON PD WD WH Q K H\
IV FDENGD Q & WV B HQL NRVD \KR QHE V IOR W " DX U H «
7 \OKD SHE FPIOIRG BGHQIGY KH KRR Q JH
! @H|WZBFWDREQKDGGWLIPHI FRRRWDO O\ D
QWS H® GMKJIE IG\HF G R D HV XS LIDF W KGRI & Q/J O
HQVEG BB B 6 B DX\HHF XXW LIRROUIHR B \DW@RX D& /K
H QB HROD HV RDMAD IOX UW R CP R WH3 L 10 RWIQITDH X
DQVERB ARER,REHWWRHXVIHVKE R H\R UIFH SR L

OLNH WKH GLFH NQRZ WKH GUDPD
'"HQL]HQV RI WKHIM.EUDU\

DGGHG WKH 'RRQLXP WKLQJ QRZ ,55¢(

RXVWPRREHQJ W & GNH WKMHGOS WKHD QG
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6WDWLQJ XS 5HJUHWT\/6HU¥'¥@§’\‘P{UWS}’UU@&V DELOLWLH!
0 SOD\HU'V FRQWURO HYHOQ
WR]R WKH 5REF = VHSDUDWHG EXW WKH SDD
$V ZH GLVFXVVHG RYF ®PEWIRQ DYDLODEOH LQIR/W
PRQWKYV ZH DUH RSH WYHQ KRZ RWKHU VXSHUY |
Rl 7KH ,URQ B6NX0OO Z o 3&V DOOLHV XQGHU *0 FRQ
XQWLO DQG WKH @ IKYWHIUHVKLQJ 6WLOO +XJK L
fKHUR:- 'REWRU +RUI ..-D\ B DQG OLNHO\ KDW @RRIHVW & D
GRPLQR WR JHW WR U TT L GRH YOS RHPEEWH EXW F-PF
RWKHU GRPLQR LV W & OHWKH SROLFH FDSWDLQ K|DV
+XJK +D]]DUG DQG KL THE IODUH 7R WKH RUDFXODU
<HV %R]R $QG \HV K _ DWXWKEHUW
H[SUHVVLRQ RQ KLV IDFH +XJK UROOHG D VR ZH UROO DE
'KLOH WKH SROLFH DQG ILUH GHSBB®® WVZQ@@L/\%J%EEEVQNW\FBQO
RQ +XJK LPSOLHV WKDW KH KpWLWO IHYW @QEE‘QW{@ ) WV UR
ZLWK WKLV VRUW RI WKLQJ WKH ORWILMK rr @il QY ® [$V
IODUH JXQ WR ILUH LOWR WKH QJRIKW FWROG YWAKRPOSP WBNHCH'
+XJK DQ\ RWKHU zZD\ WKH ILUVW WL g H DNQHQMUR KD @l %RSLQJ
WKH FLW\ XV XQDEOH WR VWRSOMh POV R ®Ld KWk\Q HE KkRABHJ DFWH
UDPSDJH LV FDXVLQJ XQWROG| WK WIIK®E LR & X JK 3 | DR IHSEOPIREMAX V- <
WHPSRUDULO\ GHDFWLYDWH WKH RRE RV W p P W H&WH QWEL Uz
D ULGH WR LWV +4 7KHUH KHDQ@&@@M%WWKQLW%ERWVLSDM%WMEHW
IUHH ZLOOHG HQWLW\ EXW XQGHU WRKDYHNMRWH FR%WI@@? l
YLOODLQRXV FUHDWRUOHJ +%DH FARRAREG LINLQJ WKHLK K@ 6 REKIREBN F
QRW EH D PDWFK IRU WKH URERWRD&H IVRYSOW RS H HM@HEHL WY WDF
FUHDWRU DQG WKHQ VWROH |WXRZGRERNKKREYKHHWYW WMRKIOLOV o H W VB ioH
DXWKRULWLHV VHQG LW RXW WRKEM $k\f§WH_% DB UEDJIJW R ERIgH LW [E\
6RQLF SRZHUV 7TKUHVKROG DQG JXQ
2YHU PRUH DSSHDUDQFHV +XJK ZRXOG FRI\SWURO %R]R
YLD UDGLR RU ZKLOH KDQJLQP RYLELS, Kb¥N HDP §RPHUOWY &RIR (Wi
E\ ULGLQJ LQ WKH DIRUHPHQW L RXPXR i# R 8 b S KM RBE®H P WK WK H
ZRQGHU DERXW WKH VHQVH ™I| VE@BRHA &RZVF@@\/%@ Ret LQw YEYW C
VLPSOHU WLPH +H DOVR LQVWDWBHG % ]NQQ\R%M(/W\}-N%(KW%%?HQE‘I—QJ YWH
SURSHOORU DOORZLQJ WKH URBHO#LBYR HHADARQ HERFRXIK TRU +XJK W
ZKHQ IDFLQJ WHFKQRORJLFDO IRH)\V
BOWLPDWHO\ WKH D > Y DO L H U
WUHDWPHQW RI WKL UHMHOVNDW RXW %R]R MXVW|O
UHWXUQV DV WKH ODV, RR%R4R ZL ORBERWD BNRMH W\ |W |
DUH LWV EHLQJ FKDW RJHW KHUH $V ZH DOO |UF
SDWULRWLF \RXWK F O RWY pbQG WKH ,URQ 6NXO
VFUDS GULYH:HTEH® Q¢ G 6WUHQJWK [ ZHLJKW
WR WKLYV WA\SH DQG D EXLOW LQ 'H|¥L

% XLOGLQILHEDVQMW LS
VLPSOH +XJK LV RXU
$QLPDWHGZE&HBK D®RR\H §
VD\V RQ WKH WLQ WK
KXPDQ DQLPDO DOO\ @&
GHOLJKWIXOO\ R@HPC

LPDJHV KWRFY SGVK IDQGRP FRP zD
KWWSYV FRPLFEYLQH JDPHVSRW FRIPPERHY/

RQ LWV RZQ QHHGV WR E
LWV EDWWHULHV ZLOO Vd
®RQO\ D KXPDQ LQ DSSH
VRXQGV DERXW $Q LKW H7
PHORDQ®W WKH UXOHV VD\
YKDW ZH ZDQW DQG %R]R
EFHUHDOMURQJ VR OHW-V V

w3

V&RBEBRM( L5 RERWR ZKR NQRZV ZKHRMNKHS & IKRFLF

KRERXMRVWRPHRQH XVLQJ KLP OKG 18 KRFLWR U WHW M

%R]R DQG +XJK +D]DUG ZHUH F WDH/D:W H@GHES H'HR UIDEPGRWRMQ §KUH L1 9DQ LV WIH7EGRBW RQ-¢LIHW,
ILUVW DSSHDUHG LQ 6PDVK &RWMKRH SXEQUF BIHR®RPUHVLRQH RI WKRVH XQARUOWNEZ 8 §MIXY 'D
EXW EHFDPH SDUW RI 1DWLR@WX®M\3HXURKDF BWE VA¥DVOMIRE DHHAZRHBRQWURO RIV®%RNR BU RK H XSIRK(

'"HQL]HQV RI WKHIMW.EUDU\
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WRWDO VWUHQJWK RI %R]
DSSHDULQJ 2KXJH FODQNLQJ
KRZ PXFK LW KDV DUPV OHJIV
7KDW JLYHV KLP D $JLOLW\ P
-XVW KLIJK HQRXJK WR QRW
EHORZ DYHUDJH $ (QGXUDQ
GLUHFW KRZ LW DFWV RQ +XJ
SURGXFHV DQ WRQ OLIW D

%R]R LV ILUHSURRI DQG QLJK L

LQWHUQP®DS WPIKEHRQG URSV D
UHODWHG DWWDFN W\SHV WR
XQGHUZDWHU RU RWKHU WHU
NQRZ WKDW KLV EHDQLH SURS
JLYHV KLP )®REXW RIPSK +H
QRW DV IDVW DV 6SHHG &HQWTI

AV UR\OR QEXMQOWLHQW DQG PXWH $V

R LV DWGKHWW.QFRRXRDQGDPDJH E\
S DL QWHIBVKE® W PALKOIHQ? &GP B3V WAHKUL V

KHDBKHWHZHUREKY KXPEYV VKUXJI R
RGLILMWWFYR HOHW $3MWV HWOVROR W RIRW H

FH KLQ/GDD O FRWHDQHYHB BHAWR R WR
< . E’D‘QHMPELDIORKQWGI&PWUFR@VFL?VK\LV ;

G 7+ ? +3 ;
%XW KRZ GR \RX SOD\ LW

QYEXPRA\HD O E OH. V¥V P ROIWWWH B P Niiv RWY V
PDOHN@MEUBQBHRW *ROGHQ $JH FRPL

PEQBRWHRLYG Y BRWHOMWMH BROGRADIQ G
H QXHUS D\O \IH Y WS PRIGWHRGH YR X RIOW K

pXXS WKH VSOLW IRFXV , GRQ-W V

SUREOHP IRU SOD\ HLWHKE

1RZ , FRXOG VWRS K
FDQ VHH WKH DUW V
FRQFHSW RI VFDOH D
JLYLQJ %RRRGBKYLFH V
UHIOHFWLYH RI LWV F|
EXW LQVWHDG KRZ L
UHODWLYH WR +XJK-V
YRLFH FRQWUROOLQJ
VWDWV DUH QRUPDO |
ZKHUH +XJK ULGHV RC
LQ WKRVH FDVHV %R’
LW-V QRW OXGLFURX V|
RQ KLV EDFN 7KHUH I
+XJK LV LQVLGH LQ
KHLJKW DQG ZH XVH LWV DE
DFWLRQV $JDLQ %R]R LV QRW
LJQRULQJ WKH VHQVH RI VFDO

8QIRUW X QDW H OMU RZKEK @ X OHWH
EXVWLILFDWHG GXH WR WKH

ZHLJK PRUH ZKHQ \RX JHW ELJ
+LW 3RLQWV &DUU\LQJ &DSDF
GULYHV DFFXUDF\ GDPDJH PR
UXOHERRN UHFRPPHQGV D GL
HDFK VL]H )RUWXQDWHO\ , KO
FKDQJHV GRQ-W FKDQJH +3 DQ

OXOWLSO\ JURXQG PRYHPH Q/

OXOWLSO\ FDUU\LQJ FDSD
ZKLFK LV UHIOHFWHG LQ
BHQDOL]H WKH FKDUDFWH
IRU HDFK OHYHO RI JURZ
HYHU\ SKDVHV ZKHQ DW
DQG DW HYHU\ %R]R
UROO D RQR®FWRB® WR
EHLQJ SRVVLEORWLRQ@HW D

7KLV LV QRW WRWDOO\ XQFRXRBMIG- VLK M

AIR===T NEED
AIR = AND THEN=

HU RI WKH 5HJUHWW
7KH S HIJUHWWDEOH :RUOG

IR Pk %R]R LV SDUW R
REQY®G.v WV VDG DSSDU

Wk¥Y PDEKLODWLRQV RI W
DGLR LDV UDO WLPH WUD

Og#@DUW RI D WHDP« EXN\
35 R

J WKHP ZLWHK

IXOILOOPHQW WDOHV RI %R]R HQG&MXJ X

'"HQL]HQV RI WKHIX. EUDU\

7 KR TKDRWVWHU WHKWYIHQSRZHUYV

KDYH RRW SBQOMMWMLHY ES(W/V VSMHLLD R L

VWWEBHBMYLQI zLWK 'U +RU
G lOWMpGLOQJ +D]DUG WRVDE
YR UHFRYHUHG DJDLQ E\
R7EIDONHU.V IDNHG 9DQ 7KH
PH@WDO LOOXVLRQV 9DQ
[D SODFH LQ WKH 1D]L-V Z
-OBW'-MQ\(JFJRSH ER VEK RF D EML O
BRAVEXROWR dE REY @Y 9 D Dk WRH. W v
H ¢RPWEKH BADPZKHYHDW *LDQW :DU PO
IRVBSUHWWLQJ ZK VDLG WR \R X
VAW HE G\g % s%jgg
R %5@ g
LBV RV
I HUP QMW A=K @UWM%WHVBHBWL®U$JF
YI:|W UM VRW WIKHVPREEURUWIKOO FR
G $JLOLW\ EXW
\NVPP\ KHERQG \E KD QIWHIHUHQFH IR
FVWE VRN LANW W YHRDGRQ RI WKH |
- DVKRW SMKH VWRULHV FRQWLQRHG
UVQ.Q)E\@U@WQV@"LY)MUHQ@ WKH RU
% ﬁa‘ @;F%’ @IWKH WH
KHUR FDC

O\ \RX UH SUREDEO\ UL

X HVZWVY WDNHQ GHFDGHV RI WU DQQUWXU DIW&RQ (RHE

z
IL
I
DW
w
= H
> H

HV
-V

ORG- W C/HRZ W KA YIRD RDINGH Y 3 WF B D

W K
=3
OF
H H
(H
v
DE

|
1Q
K
Y H
Pl
D Q
K1
R U
-
D U
) J
V H
Fi

) O

MW




ORUH &RPPHQWYV RQ ({

RXU GDXJKYV
ZRPE KDYLQJ DOUHDG\ DEVRUE

3XP UH<&7 (Ol

ODUN $ :LOVR&ERQJIJUDWV RQ
JUXVWUDWLQJ UH \RXU ODQGO
$ FROOHJH IULHQG LV D SURS
KDYLQJ WR H[SODLQ WR SURIS®
IURP DQ HPSW\ SODFH DV \RX
WKH FRVW RI PRVW UHSDLUYV
EXVLQHVV UH<&7
ZHLUG WKDW ILGGOGHLWNVZRMY
, HQJDJH LQ VXFX DEWYHORI LW
9 9 LV VR IUHH IRUP EXW LW AR
ROG K\SRFULWH (VSHFLDOO\ |V

SOD\ FOHULFV ZKR ZRXOG ORE

ILUHV RQ WRS RI SUD\HUV
WUDQVOXFHQW HQRXJK WR WK
WZLOLJKW FRQGLWLRQV PD[LP[L
LPPXQH WR WKLV VWXII 5( 0\U[L
PXFK /DG\ -DFNLH ZKR WR PL
HQQHG\

ODWW 6WHYHQYRUNPDQ )RU
%53 &RPEDW 2QH RI P\ KDFNV
ZDV VDYHV DJDLQVW VWDWV R
G VR , FRXOG VFDOH GLIILF
FRQFHSWXDOO\ , ZRQGHU L
PLIKW KHOS UDWKHU WKDQ WK

"\ODQ &KDSMKD QN ¥ RROH UGHKHLS
UH OD\RXW , ILQG , KDYH EHH
IRU P\ JDPLQJ IRU VR ORQJ W
WKRXJKWV FRQFLVH , HGLW W|R

(/) , DGPLW , ODXJKHG

'DQGHUXRFAHORDGY UH ZDQGHU
'* LV \RXU FRQFHUQ EHFDXVH
XVHG WR D '0 FRQWUROOHG JU|D

SDWULFN =RFKG \RX ZHUH SU
WKH IXUORXJK DQG KDSS\ \RX
DFFLGHQW LV MXVW DQRWKWO

'"UHDIGN UHDOO\ IHHOV OLNH WK

IRU VXFFHVV , KDYH D YBESPHWK\
ZLWK 3&V FOHDULQJ URRPV F
XVLQJ WKHLU WUHDVXUHV WW
KRSLQJ WR ORRW HQRXJK wuus
7KHUH LV QR SUHGLFWLQJ 265
ORRS WKH ZKROH VWUXFWXBJI-
SHU OHYHO VHWV WKH DEVXU
FLUFXODWLRQ ZKLFK WKHQ QHH
E\ WUDLQLQJ FRVWV W V MXVW

-RVKXD DER

N

UHPDUULHG WR )UDQN
DJUHHG RQ SDUW\ UROHV RU MX

OLFKDHO &»YOHULHQG -DVRQ DQG
SDUDOOHO ZRUOG VXSHUV ORFD
VEAD VB RH RXDRIXMBH RULILQV 5¢(
HED P PH\ EHURKIGH ¥ XOH YURRYH QR

WKHH QW& HRAE K$s SH%G%aGLQJ
RYUGWRMIEREQHWROX QB@WVY

H Mg\ HJD{Q@JJH\NKLD\QGSKJ JHﬂdé\kHu
WW\ RZQHUV WKDW WKH ORVV RI U
vV U oW RDIQ ¢ VO- DM & B B WQ VIYPDIPI$NG E\
*RRER P LEQVE B QWK O IS\X IRRB $V
XWANKWEHOUKIQRWRHOAVGQWI KW  ZKL
Ngvxm/vv@@w MXVW EHFDXVH LW ILW

H
/'Lg@E'B( H?FBP\ FRUPI-TII;
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NPCs present for dinner (see next page gallery ):

1.# Director Dr. Miguel Rodr'guez Machado
(veterinarian not MD, Pres. MachadoOs 2  nd cousin

2.# Captain Alberto Gand'a (Supt., corrupt Porra
member, fears pt. known as  the Persian)

3.# Dra. Ramagosa (Female Dept. psychiatrist)

4.$ Dr. Arturo Vilela (idealistic Child Psychiatrist,
increasingly paranoid, many enemies)

5.$ Dr. F. Llerena: surgeon w/ neck collar &
sunglasses after attack Porra ally, alcoholic

6.$ Dr. Ram—n Zorrila  (MenOs Dept MD, skipped
tour, obsessed w/Voudan elixirs, visibly unwell

7.$ Dr. Santiago Prats: Young, idealistic MenQOs
Psychiatrist (secret A.B.C. member)

8.% Dra. EldaRealy Oro  Child psychologist; quietly
devoted to the oblivious Dr. Viela

9.$ Israel Castellanos: Cuban Govt criminologist,
Dactyloscopic Director; Voudan knowledge

10.#Chief RN Beatriz Montalvo ( 47F) widowed,
respected, hard intimidate

11.#Deputy Chief RN Rafael Y$niz (60M) (Porra,
corrupt, Gandia ally, hostile to Dr. V & Chief RN)

12. #Mons. Bruno Aurelio (70M), Catholic priest.)

13.#Senorita,  Esperanza  Hidalgo-Gato  ( 25F),
DirectorOs private secretary
14.#Se-or Enrique ORickyO Morales Machado

Govt. liaison; secret Directorio resource; PC aIJy
15.#Lt. Col. Vives Spanish CEDA military attachZ
interested in MazorraQs Ospecial childrenO.



MAZORRA NPC IMAGE GALLERY
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Horrors of the Mazorra:

A 1930s Pulp Cthulhu scenario (cont.)

Re-cap from AoM # 244 (slightly ret-conned):  On
their escorted walk from the M1 Operating Theatre

to their visitor quarters in La Oficina, both Ricky

and Dr. Prats briefly indicate without elaboration,

that they too witnessed something unsettling.

They caution the Investigators to remain silent

within earshot of Mazorra guards; discretion is not
optional here 3#fter reconnoitring the layout of La__
Oficina, their rooms near to rooms belonging to

some of the MDs and more and their preparation

for getting freshened up to be collected for

cocktails and dinner are interrupted by a gunshot.

The Investigators encounter Dr. Vilela in visible
physical and mental distress after falling victim t o]
a vicious booby-trap. A pair of guards arrive
belatedly but are waved off by Dr. Vilela.
without the presence of unseen supernatural
forces other forces make anyoneOs stay at the
MazorraOs a danger filled. experience #

Even

Dinner at the DirectorOs Manse

Ricky, their impeccably dressed government liaison,
arrives at the quarters promptly at 6:45 p.m. His

suit is pressed, a fresh carnation tucked into his

lapel. If asked, he explains casually that a friend ,
Othello, the tuck shop manager in La Oficina quietly
helped him clean it using supplies on hand.

If the Investigators attempt conversation, Ricky
makes a small gesture and murmurs OEwalls have
ears.O He suggests they wait until they are outside.

Once outside in the thick August heat, Ricky lowers
his voice as they walk. His eyes move constantly,
from the columns of palm trees, to the path, to the

lit windows of the Manse.

OWhatevgr you saw back there, mis amigos,0 he says
quietly, Odo not describe it as supernatural. Not
tonight. Not to anyone who was not present.O

OWhat you and | and Dr. Prats and the others saw,
this Cosa, this Thing, does not exist unless it can be
reduced to drink, incompetence, or sabotage.O

OWhen you live under a dictatorship,0 he adds,
Oreality isEflexible. Dr. Llerena will lie. Complet  ely.
He is a drunk, venal, loyal to the PorraEbut he is not
entirely stupid. He knows exactly which truths keep

a man alive and employed.O

Ol would be

OAnNd if necessary,O he adds after a beat,
forced to deny it t00.O

Olf the story is gas, panic, or foreign exaggeratio
can be buried. If it becomes Santer’a sorcery,
monsters, or fantasmas . Then it becomes a reason
to detain you for lunacy. Or sedition. Or to make y ou
disappear.O

n, it

OThe Machado government has no use for miracles or
monsters it cannot control. If you insist you will not
be corrected. You will be removed for being a
disruption.O

KeeperOs Note: A successful Psychology (Normal) reveals
Ricky is repressing strong emotion, but he thinks he is
telling the truth; a Hard success reveal both that and
that he is scared and not admitting it.

Investigator Questions & RickyOs Answers

Investigator RickyOs Response

Question

OSo Dr. Lleren: 456# )789&%3# :%b,<<# )'<<# *+# ="&

knows heOs +9*11%9%0# ?@%# (TA*78&# 1"&%&B#

lying?O  C3D3E3# 79# $*9%)+79*7# *()*0%(+B#

=%0%)"<# TOH >ST<*+*)"<3# -.7&%# ¢

>97+%)+#.*=3F#

OWill anyone ba 4G73# G7+# *(# >8?<*)3# H7=%#

us up?0  &7=%+*(1# *&#t 197(13# D8+# 2%<*%€

+%&+*=7(@#|. Y% (#+.%#I 799" #*&H<*&-

OWhat happens 4D%&+# )"&%K# L78# "9%t#t 0*&=*&

we speak openly .@&+%9*)&# 79# 679%*1(# =%00<%¢

)'&%B# @78# "9%# ="9N%O# "&# >7

0"(1%978&3# C(0# 0"(1%9788&%# >%7><

(7+#9%) %~ YoH&Y6) T (OH*(*+"+*7 (&3F#

OWho decides
which story
stands?0

OWhat happens 4-.%@# 07# (7+#"918%3# -. % @# "(*&.
people who won' J799"#)%<<&B#>"00%0#977=&B#79#1
play along?0O 0%>%(0&%#.71#*()7 (% (*%(+#+.% @#" 99
OANd vou?0 A0#1"<N#>%7><%# >"&+# 0779&# +.%
YOUTE vt 7>00(34- " +#* &= @HPT?23F #

AM.T%'%9;&# >">%9I7IN# &89*%&+
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What he Admits Privately on

Persuade (Difficult)

Question RickyOs Response

Owhat dgou (He hesitateI believe | saw something
believe? You wer q,e5 not belong in any medical or gove
onthe train &in yenort 1f | give it a name, it gains weigh
the ORtoo and \yejght makes it harder to hide.O

saw Baron
Kriminel!O
OSo | tell myself this: something impos:
happened, and the world did not end. T
means thinking about it can be postpon
Owhy keep ORegimes like MachadoOs do not fall t
working for

good men resign. They fall because enc
people are in the wrong places at the ri
time.O

Ol am not a hero. | amE an obstruction.
sometimes, that is enough.O

OAlsoNif | leave, someone worse takes
chair.O

Machado if you
oppose him?0

Straightening as the steps of the Manse comes into
view along with guards standing there. O But enough.
We are almost there.O

~7 to 7:15 pm: Arrival at the DirectorOs Manse

As Ricky leads the Investigators to the DirectorOs
Manse for their welcoming dinner, they approach
along the lantern-lit walkway. The Manse glows as
its white walls catching the last peach-coloured li

of sunset, columns throwing long shadows across
the marble portico. From somewhere inside A
phonograph plays soft Danz—n Cubano.

ght

Two uniformed Mazorra guards can be seen outside
at the bottom of the steps as they are met at the t

by a slender young woman with short chestnut hair
dressed in a silk evening gown with a clipboard
tucked under one with two servants discretely
standing nearby.

op

OBienvenidos,O she says with a smile, and then in. perfect
English. Ol am Se-orita Esperanza Hidalgo-Gato , Director
MachadoOs personal and private secretary. The Direc  tor will
be delighted you could join us this evening.O

Referring to the clipboard she ticks off their name
one, as servants efficiently take their hats and ou
and quietly informs each arrival where they are exp
mingle first.

s one by
terwear
ected to

OYou have a little time before dinner, enough for a
conversation, perhaps two if you donOt linger. 101 | make sure
all of you are introduced to Director Machado perso  nally by
myself.0

%ll

arched
ht.

Only then does she gesture them through either the
doors into the house or onto the terrace to her rig

1.! The Reception & Music Room: Sr. Vargas & Insp.
Hargreaves.

2. The Solarium: Dr. Ellery & Dra. Coutinho.

3.1 The Terrace: Flash Duvall & RN Maria del Sagrario.

Keeper Notes: Pre-dinner mingling lasts ~ ~45 minutes b
both in game and in REAL TIME . Each Investigator may
meaningfully engage with  the other Mazorra staff with 1

oratmost 2 locations, & in the second one more briefly.
Choosing depth means missing other opportunities. T his
is deliberate in order to create information asymme try
among the Investigators. Most NPCs remain in place,
with a few exceptions. Director Machado does not
circulate so under EsperanzaOs direction. Investiga  tors

are broughtto him inpairsf "#1$%&#"()&$ Gifculation

of each pair of Investigators is suggested as per t he
block-diagram below (see E&E #7 for the actual
DirectorOs Manse floorplan). Any remaining
introductions with the last pair who had not alread y met
with the Director will occur on the Terrace by Espe ranza
who will take the Director by the arm to meet these
Investigators in this area. There is just time for him to
ask one question just before she rings her silver b ell to
announce the 8:00 seating.

Investigators stepping off-script (lavatory, phone call,
etc.) forfeits any remaining pre-dinner interaction s, and
may trigger chance encounters, suspicion, or events
elsewhere (e.g., the Long Gallery). There is guard at the
top & bottom of the stairs to shoo any wanting to e xplore.




Reception / Music Room

While ostensibly a space for music and conversation

and presently filled with elegantly dressed guests, all

men other than Esperanza, the room is arranged for
display rather than comfort. A large painting on th
far wall has been carefully shrouded in heavy cloth
and a uniformed guard stands quietly near the
doorway, an unobtrusive but unmistakable reminder
that this remains an institution, not a private hom

NPCs Present

Director Dr. Miguel Rodr'guez Machado
greeting guests personally; polished and alert.
Alberto Gand’a  watchful and intrusive.

Francisco Vives composed and observant;
selectively warm or cool.

Esperanza Hidalgo-Gato ~ managing the flow and
timing of formal introductions.

Rafael Ytniz present at Gand'aOs request;
formally dressed, watchful, mostly silent.

ORicky® Morales  circulating,  smoothing
introductions, and quietly redirecting tension.

Servants: One guard, various servants serving
drinks and canapes

A. Director Miguel Machado

Machado wears a tailored dark blue suit of light
Italian wool, a white carnation on his lapel. He
already holds a drink. His smile is warm; his eyes
never rest.

KeeperOs Note: !

¥ If Dr. Llerena survived, Machado is genial, faintly
paternal, and LlerenaOs absence is unspoken. ol
trust you are finding the MazorraEilluminating.O

¥ If Dr. Llerena died, he is cool, though without
accusations. Ol regret that your visit has already
beenEoverly eventful.O !

Esperanza introduces each pair of Investigators
beginning with Sr. Vargas & Insp. Hargreaves. Her
phrasing shifts subtly as follows:

¥ Female visitors:  OMiguel, may | presentEO
¥ Males: ODirector Machado, may | presentEQ

Opening questions from Director Machado:

¥ Sr.Vargas: OYou move easily in refined rooms,
yet carry yourself like someone used to trouble.
Which version should | believe?0

¥ Hargreaves: OOur fingerprint lab was inspired
by your Scotland Yard. Accurate identity brings
orderNand control. You would agree?0

¥t  OFlash® Duvall: OA photograph can protect a
manNor finish him. The difference is rarely
visible in the negative, no?0

¥ Dr. Margaret Ellery ~ OStability sometimes
matters more than explanation. Would you
agree institutions require that?0

¥ 1"&#$65&D(+&$>/C)92?2/0Some discoveries spread
faster than they can be understood. Must every
finding be revealed at once?0

¥ Hermana Mar'a del Sagrario  : OA nurseOs
loyalty is often tested quietly. To whom does
yours ultimately belong??

KeeperOs Note: MachadoOs questions above are not
meant to be answered fully. They are probes.
Machado is categorizing the Investigators, not
trying to intimidate them. A brief, polite response
earns approval. Elaboration even if honest creates risk.

The Director answers 1 question per Investigator:

¥#To anyone re the General Strike: OOur trains and
our facilities have grown nervous during the genera
strike. Steel reflects the mood of the nation.O

¥#To anyone asking if he is related to President
Geraldo Machado:  OBut of course! Our dear leader
and relation is my 2 nd cousin on my motherOs side of
the familyO.

¥f either Baron K, Incident Is Mentioned:
unusual hallucinogenic a medical gas mishap, | am
told. Unpleasant, rarely dangerous.O

¥Hf injuries are mentioned: Ol am so very sorry our
guests have sustained harm here through no fault of
our own. Captain Gand’a is preparing a report for p er

OAn

personally on the confusion in the regrettable inci dent
you mention.O
¥#f Asked About the covered painting: OAh. A

recent and most fascinating acquisition. We will sp eak
of it after dinner.O

¥fHe closes any topic he no longer wants to talk

about with : ODetails later. Tonight is for hospitality!O



B. Teniente Coronel (Lt. Col) Francisco Vives

The Spanish  EmbassyOs
military attachZ, Francisco
Vives wears a light wool suit
that somehow, on him, reads
as a uniform. A small red,
yellow, and white lapel pin of
unusual design marks him

subtly. He greets some
Investigators more warmly
than others, particularly

native Spanish speakers and

medical professionals. In a mild breach of protocol ,
he steps forward to address Dr. Ellery and Dra.
Coutinho before Director Machado, pre-empting
EsperanzaQs introductions.

KeeperOs Note: Vives unconsciously assesses visitors for
threat based on posture, reactions to authority, an d
mismatches between appearance and capability;
characters with combat Talents or skills are immedi ately
noted. He may make a passive CPS Stat  Cunning 75 1vs
PCOPOW, or Stealth/Disguise if higher.

¥Se—or Vargas: OSpain welcomes generosity, Se—or.
Do visit our Embassy.O If recognized as dangerous:
OSpain values men who move carefully, Se—or
Vargas. We notice.O

¥#Insp. Hargreaves: Vives offers professional
courtesy, tempered with wariness. OWith your
background, you understand how order is
maintainedNand how easily it frays.O

¥Dr. Margaret Ellery: OSpain follows developments
in child health closelyNespecially special children,
such as those here at Mazorra. Have you ever seen
the like?0

¥RN Mar'a del Sagrario: OYour skills would be
welcome in our medical corps, Enfermera del
Sagrario. Spain stands on the brink of greatnessN
you would begin as an officer.O

¥tOFlashO (American): Polite but cool. OAmerican
newspapers have an eye for moments
ofEtransition. How does it go? ORemember the
MaineEand the Hell with Spain?00

¥fo Dra. Coutinho: OThe 1925 Geneva Protocol
limits use, not research. Spain has need of such
expertise, Doctora. Visit our Embassy before you
depart.0

KeeperOs Note: A successful EDU

(Normal) roll from someone from

Spain or with a news background or

recently visited there will reveal this is

the symbol of CEDA, Confederaci—n

Espa—ola de Derechas Aut—nomas

an early 1930s Spanish Political

coalition that aligns Military & Catholic Church go als.

S0 & IS&(H(H) 1Yo+ - ¥ - [#1-()!
HO1/-(-,2&(I- 1#()|&3),42+1+'2 #56 17!

C. Ricky Morales & Esperanza

¥ Ricky Morales keeps conversations from
lingering too long or turning sharp. If he notices
Esperanza being too curious, he will intervene
andsay OCareful, Esperanzal! if you ask questions
like that, our guests will think theyOve already
been admitted,O to both deflect and to warn the
others.

¥ Esperanza Hidalgo-Gato subtly separates
guests who draw attention, redirecting with a
touch on an arm or a murmured aside. She is
openly curious about the two younger male
Investigators; too young, she believes for the
confidence they carry.

NPC: Esperanza Hidalgo-Gato:

24F Executive Asst. &
the MazorraOs de facto
Director

Esperanza is one of the
most intelligent people
at the Mazorra, and, to

the Investigators,
possibly one of the
more dangerous.

Several years ago, she
was hand-picked by

Director MachadoOs
wife to become his
mistress, a role

Esperanza accepted and then deliberately expanded
into something far more durable. She cultivates an
appearance of beauty and indulgence to disguise her

true function: disciplined intelligence, institutio nal
memory, and quiet control of paperwork. She is
treated as ornamental. She is not.

In practice, Esperanza functions as the MazorraOs d e
facto director. MachadoOs laziness, boredom with
administration, and frequent absences have led him

to delegate authority informally; she signs routine
orders on his behalf, her imitation of his signatur e
now flawlessNsomething Lic. Castellanos noticed
long ago and chose not to challenge. Over time, she

has learned the authorization marks and habits of

other senior staff, allowing her to manufacture
consensus, smooth conflicts, and quietly override
decisions that would otherwise lead to abuse.
Nothing she does reads as opposition. It reads as
administration.

EsperanzaOs political loyalties are not with the Po  rra,
nor with Spanish clerical authoritarianism or
imported fascist sympathies. Though she must
navigate Cuban factions carefully, her private



convictions are secular, anti-fascist, and reformis t.
She has sympathies with both the ABC and the
Directorio, but aligns herself fully with neither;
underestimate her, and both tolerate violence when
it suits them, something she recoils from, not out of
sentiment, but because it is crude and inefficient.

both

What makes Esperanza dangerous to the
Investigators is misclassification . She automatically
assumes they are like all other visitors to the
Mazorra: venal, grasping, and morally compromised,
else nasve and incompetent. Genuinely altruistic

motives do not fit her model of the world. As ares ult,
she works quietly against the; losing files, delayi ng
approvals, recreating records, or rerouting request s,

always without appearing to oppose them directly.
Resistance, when reframed as procedure, attracts no
attention.

Description: Pale, slender, dresses very well.
Normally animated, she becomes almost unnaturally
still when listening closely.

KeeperOs Note: Until the Investigators demonstrate
repeated, unrewarded altruism, Esperanza
automatically introduces subtle procedural friction
whenever their plans rely on access, timing, or
documentation.

D. Captain Gand'a & Deputy Chief RN Rafael Y+niz

Capt. Gand’a is in a cleaner better fitting uniform

The Superintendant often inserts such comments
such as Osecurity procedure exists for a reason O, and
Owe must go over timelines together some time
tomorrow. Informally of course .O If Dr. Llerena has
died, however, some of his comments have a more
sinister undercurrent:

¥ OWitnesses are not always aware they are
witnesses, Yuma 2.0

¥ Oltis best everyone remains available to go over
matters more formally tomorrow in my office in
the SuperintendentOs Manse.O

¥t  OYou OvisitorsO always seem to been el pico de la
piragua. 3 How do you explain that?O

Rafael Yiniz is a political appointment arranged la st
January from officials in the capital to be embedde d
in the Mazorra. He was supposed to be assigned as
Chief but the current Chief RN Beatriz Montalvo is

just too competent and respected, and she indicated

any demotion means her resignation, ditto. He is
wearing an expensive suit way over his pay grade.

He mostly listens and rarely speaks to voice an
opinion of his own, but when he does, it always to
reinforce Capt. Gand'a.

"Im$9%8 $H()
O HSHYRSH () SHYU&SH)HETW6.%"))/$* %'&)0%') 1#",-2$3()

KeeperOs Note: Y+nizOs presence at dinner and in this
room is deliberate. As a fellow Porra asset embedde d
within Mazorra, a cooperative stooge in other ways, he
reinforces Gand’aOs authority & quietly reminds sta ff
that hospital staff are not exempt from scrutiny. Ifaturn
is spent watching how these two interact, there is a
chance for this overheard exchange with a successfu |
Spot Hidden , Listen, or Read Lips roll: Gand'a: OYouOll
want a full list of names later.OYtniz: OAlready

kept.O

The Solarium:

First Impressions from Solarium NPCs Present
(Not Present: Dr. Zorrilla & Dr. Llerena)

¥ Gilda Ramagosa: dressed in a blue frock, make-
up; questioning Prats about something.

¥ Santiago Prats:  watchful and uneasy, is
answering GildaOs questions reluctantly.

¥ Arturo Vilela:  seated, visibly uncomfortable; his
left arm in a sling from the gunshot wound; unclear
whether his discomfort comes from the injury or

from EldaOs attentions

¥ Elda Real y Oro:  seated close enough that her hip
touches VilelaOs; quietly attentive, unmistakably
concerned.

¥ Enrique ORickyO Morales:  passes through briefly,
mainly to caution the Investigators not to speak

freely.

Conversational Topics

Dr. Margaret Ellery  and Dra. Isabela Coutinho | the
first two Investigators to arrive here are immediat ely
recognized as colleagues rather than visitors by th eir
shared medical training, medical language, an

experience. Combined with early cocktails, this len ds



the room a marginally more relaxed air (as long as
Dr. Llerena is still alive) . Initial conversational topics
are clinical: interesting patients, case impression s,
shared frustrations, etc. Inevitably, it drifts tow ard:

¥ The absence of Dr. Zorrilla is noted as unusual,
especially since he had expressed interest in
comparing ethnobotanical and African diaspora
religious beliefs with foreign visitors.

¥ The shooting at La Oficina: regarded as
unfortunate; some may remark that Arturo perhaps
has good reason to carry a gun at all times.

¥ Dr. Llerena & the Operating Theatre incident:
framed as anaesthetic complications, heat
exhaustion, unusual rigor, trapped gasesNanything

but something anomalous.

When questions edge too close to the extraordinary
Dr. Prats redirects smoothly, lowering his voice and
glancing toward the glass walls as if sound might

carry. If necessary, he draws an Investigator a ste p

aside and whisper harshly, OWhatever you think you
saw,O he says quietly, Othis is not the placetodi  scuss
it. Ricky was right to warn you.O

If pressed (successful Persuade roll) , Prats admits:
OVYes. | was present. | saw what you did. And no, it
was not ordinary. Once that becomes the story, no
other explanation survives, and we wonOt either.O

KeeperOs Note: A successful Psychology roll reveals
that Prats is not denying the incident, he s
compartmentalizing it.

KeeperOs Note: How to Use Solarium NPC
Reactions Disclosures Table Below:

Each Investigator present may engage one NPC. These
conversations assume the Investigator is recognized as
a medical professional.

Non-physician Investigators are treated as outsider S
and receive only generalities unless a physician
colleague vouches for them, or a successful social roll
earns limited confidence.

Even then, disclosures remain cautious and
fragmentary. The symbol means Dr. Llerena is dead

and conversations are more guarded.

For any of the 4 other Investigators who arrive lat er
and drop into the Solarium for a brief chat, the
Cuban physicians present are noticeably stiffer and
more reserved than they were with the doctors in
their group.

They will not discuss uncanny events at all, instea d
retreating to safe topics: the heat, the General St rike,
rail disruptions, & supply shortages. Dr. Zorrillad S

absence unless the spend considerable time and
energy to persuade, which may take a good 30
minutes and a Persuade at Hard difficulty.

KeeperOs Note: Llerena was disliked, distrusted, and
professionally embarrassing; there is little sorrow if he
is dead. What unsettles the MDs is who will notice . His
Porra ties mean scrutiny, retaliation, and forced
silence may follow. The staff instinctively close r anks,
not out of loyalty, but self-preservation.



The Terrace:

This tiled outdoor space on the south side of the
Manse opens onto the darkened grounds of the

between it and La Oficina. Beyond it, flowering
shrubs and royal palms stir faintly in the night ai r.
Lantern light spills outward from the house, leavin g
much of the terrace in shadow, while guards with

dogs are silhouetted against the last trace of suns et
as they patrol the perimeter. The air here is coole r

than inside, and a little damp and heavy.

Charles OFlashO Duvall and Enfermera Mar'a del
Sagrario feel slightly out of place here, misfits,
loosely grouped with other Mazorra misfits, by desi gn
chance, or the belief they are all fellow smokers.

Terrace NPCs Present & First Impressions

¥ Monsignor Bruno Aurelio , elderly and kind-
eyed, lingers near the balustrade. He greets the
Investigators gently, his voice low and
measured. Oltis a troubled night,0 he says
simply. OFor both Cubans and visitors alike,
some places remember sorrow.O
He does not elaborate unless invited.
¥ Lic. Israel Castellanos , criminologist, smokes
a pipe with ink-stained fingers. He does not
initiate conversation. When he finally speaks, it
is precise and quiet.  OTruth leaves patterns,O he
remarks once. OEven when someone tries to
erase them.O
¥ Chief RN Beatriz Montalvo , upright and
watchful, holds a cigarette she rarely lights. She
acknowledges Enfermera Mar'a del Sagrario
with a nod of recognition and respect, offering
her a cigarette.
oto her fellow RN Maria: ~ OYouOll be asked to
look away sooner or later. Everyone is. The
question isnOt ifNitds how much you remember
afterward. But if you need a friend for other
reason, within reason, you can count on me.O
0'To Flash, she says quietly,  OIf you publish
only one image from this place, choose
carefully. That will be the Mazorra, long after
weOre gone.O

oMWith the other men she is courteous but
restrained. OPeople think hospitals are about
medicine,O she adds. OMostly they are about
endurance. | hope you endure in finding your
missing personsO
0!To the women physicians, with a trace of
wistfulness: Oln my day, Cuban women were
discouraged from universitiesNcertainly from
professions like medicine. | envy you that
chance.O
¥ Dra. Elda Realy Oro  drifts briefly in and out
from the Solarium on a roll of 1 on 1d6,
stepping out for a cigarette before returning to
Dr. Vilela.
¥ ORickyO Morales also drifts in and out for
cigarettes; if Elda is present, he once takes a
photograph using FlashOs camera, ensuring she
is included.

Conversation on the Terrace

¥ Faith arises cautiously, especially in the
presence of Mar'a del Sagrario & the Monsignor
will say that Cuban Santer’a is described as a
blending of Christian and African traditions,
not a catalogue of miracles. When darker forces
are mentioned OE evil does not always announce
itself loudly unless as misdirection.

¥ Any mention of Santer'a or Vodou draws close
attention, but no names or past incidents are
volunteered.

¥  Castellanos will be interested in Flash®s camera,
but will not offer to touch it unless invited, and
then he handles it like a pro. HeOll offer to
Flash the opportunity to develop his film gratis,
Oas long as | get to look at some of the images
first, no?0

¥ Authority and fear are discussed obliquely. No
one names Capt. Gand’a or local Porra, yet the
meaning is clear. O Order and cruelty are easily
mistaken for one another.O

¥ The Special Children are mentioned only in
passing, It is agreed they should not be
displayed to foreign visitors like zoological
exhibits. Elda mentions that certain foreign
officials have shown an unsettling interest.

KeeperOs Note: If Llerena is dead:

¥ Beatriz Montalvo  comments on increased numbers
of guards beyond the terrace; if in conversation
Llerena name is mentioned, her jaw tightens & she
murmurs to one Investigator, OHospitals survive
many things. The truth is not always one of
them.O

¥ Monsignor Aurelio grows quieter as the evening
wears on. If pressed about the days events, he repl ies
OThere are deaths that demand prayers, & deaths
that demand silence; tonight is the latter.O

¥ |f the Investigators mention the Operating Theatre or
Llerena directly, Castellanos removes his pipe and
says only, OThe real question is no longer what
happened, but who decides what it will mean.O



The Long Gallery

Anyone may pass through this connecting corridor,
but certain NPCs are more likely to bump into and
have brief & easily disengaged encounters with
Investigators:

¥ Capt. Gand’a may murmur one remark while
walking past (choose one/PC):
o! OWwalls recall more than people think.O
o! ONervous men make unfortunate choices.O (If
Dolz is relevant.)
o! ONot everything arrives with luggage.O
o! OOrder depends on what we agree did
happen.O
o! OYou are guestsNfor now.O
¥ Esperanza redirects anyone lingering near the
roped-off stairs: O The Director will seat us
shortly. A tour can wait.O
¥  Ricky murmurs in passing: O Golden is the hue
of silence. Even the wait staff here listen.O
¥ Dr. Zorrilla:  The last Investigator on their way to
the Dining Room spots him coming in; he is pale,
distracted; Orou know how it is: too many nights,
too much coffee, and disinfectant that never
quite leaves the skin ,Ohe says if stopped. Before
the Investigator responds, he moves quickly
toward the dining room.

not

KeeperOs Note: Observational skill checks on Dr. Z

Medicine or First Aid

¥ Success: ! Zorrilla appears unwell , and this is not
simple fatigue or stress. He is also wearing flesh
coloured concealing make-up. He smells of strong
soap & carbolic acid. (Note:  First Aid stops here)

¥ Hard Success: !As above, but
his discomfort seems systemic.
He moves stiffly, guards his
abdomen at times, and the skin
beneath the makeup appears
unnaturally uniform rather
than inflamed.

¥ Extreme Success:
Zorrilla is seriously unwell. His
breathing is shallow, he sweats
despite the room temperature,
and there is something subtly

off about his

!+||

colouring and eyes. Whatever this is, it warrants

proper medical attention (but is clearly avoiding i t).
¥ Fumble: The Investigator dismisses the signs as

overwork. Zorrilla notices the attention and

becomes more guarded; future observational

Medicine rolls suffera  Penalty Die .

Spot Hidden / Disguise
¥ Success: !Carefully applied makeup is visible on the
face, neck, and hands.

¥ Hard Success: ! The makeup has been reapplied
repeatedly, suggesting concealment of an ongoing
change rather than a single flaw.

¥ Extreme Success: !Beneath the makeup are  subtle
abnormal skin changesNa faint translucence or
unnatural quality most evident at the neck, ears,
and hairline.

¥ Fumble: "The Investigator notices nothing, and their
stare alerts Zorrilla, who becomes more secretive;
future observations with a Penalty die.

8:00 CALL TO DINNER

Precisely at 8:00 a tiny silver bell is rung by
Esperanza Hidalgo-Gato, who glides from room to
room announcing in her silvery voice, OLa cena estt
servidaEO and then, in English, ODinner is being
served, please make your way to the dining room.O

Guests are shown into a high-ceilinged formal dinin g
room, its long table laid with crystal, heavy
silverware, and gold-rimmed plates discreetly
stamped Mazorra . Each place bears a tent-card with
the guestOs name, and a printed menu resting on the
plate in both Spanish and English.

Dining Room Seating Plan

Director Dr. Miguel Machado ( host)

Lt. Col. F. Vives

Capt. Alberto Gandia

Dr. Ram—n Zorrilla

Dr. Santiago Prats

Dr. Arturo Viella

(empty, later Dr. L)

Dtr Gilda Ramagusa

Mons. Bruno Aurelio

Deputy Chief RN
Yaniz

Beatriz Montalva

Lic. Isreal Castellanos

Dtr. Elda Real y Oro empty

ORickyO Morales

Esperanza Hidalgo-Gato ( hostess)

Staff move smoothly among the guests, guiding the
last arrivals to their seats, pushing chairs in,
unfolding napkins, and placing them neatly on laps.
Conversation remains low and polite, perhaps with



quiet introductions of persons are seated next to
strangers.

At this point their host, Dr. Miguel Rodr'guez

Machado enters the room. He does not hurry, leans
down and speaks a few words to Esperanza and then
makes his way to the head of the table facing
Esperanza at the other end where she is seated. He
pauses standing just long enough to take in the

table, the guests, the service already in motion.

OGood, good.O Machado says mildly, as iftonoone in
particular. OEveryone is comfortable, | hope. Pleas e,
this evening is meant to beE restorative. We have a I
had demanding days. Tonight, at least, the Mazorra
offers us all its better face.O

He takes his seat, and the wait staff begin serving the
Entrada: Tostones con salsa de mojito , fried green
plantains with garlic and lime mojo; Pulpo a la

vinagreta , octopus dressed in oil and vinegar; and

chicharrones salados , salted pork cracklings
arranged with careful restraint.

At a discreet signal from the Director, waiters beg in
pouring a white wine clockwise, leaving the host un til
last. No one touches bread or lifts a fork. The tab le

waits until Director Machado rises from his chair,
glass lifted just enough to command attention
without inviting applause. His tone is warm and
mellow, even in English.

OFriends, colleagues, this table brings together ma  ny
disciplines, many paths of service. The

Mazorra has endured much in its long life, yet it
remains what it has always been: a place of care,
continuity, and patience. Tonight, we eat well. We
speak freely among friends. And we remember that
institutions, like people, survive not by haste, bu
balance.

t by

To health. To discretion. And to the quiet work tha  t
must go on, even when the world outside
growsEimpatient. Salud.! And as we say in Spanish,

Buen apetito.O

He sits down again and the meal properly begins.

KeeperOs Note: If Llerena the dinner becomes a
political containment exercise, a loyalty and a quiet
warning to everyone present. Rather than cancelling

the meal, Machado is hosting to define the narrativ e
before someone else does. It means chilled formalit y to
establish authority and silence. His toast reflect s this:

OFriends and colleagues,

This institution has always dealt in difficult

truths. lliness. Failure. The limits of human

effort. Today has reminded us that not every
disturbance announces itself clearly, and not
every event invites interpretation. What matters
is not speculation, but discipline. Not rumour, but
responsibility. The Mazorra endures because it
knows the difference. To order. To restraint. And
to those who understand when silence is not fear,
but duty. Salud. Buen apetito.O

The dinner service staff proceeds with practiced

invisibility. Bread is set within easy reach, broke n
rather than cut, resting directly on the table or a tthe
rim of the plate; butter is notably absent. During the

Entrada, Director Machado makes a few genial
remarks to those nearest him: that the wine comes
from grapes grown on MazorraOs own grounds, that
the cigars are rolled on site by selected patients, that
much of the produce is cultivated and prepared
within the institution itself.

The conversation remains carefully social rather
than political: travel, Havana gossip, polite
observations about the hospital and its
surroundings. Exactly the dinner talk expected, and
nothing more. As plates are cleared, the second
course is brought out: Sopa; Caldo Gallego, a
traditional soup of white beans, potatoes, and cure d
ham.

KeeperOs Note: Investigators may ask a few questions
over dinner before other events unfold.

If they notice Dr. Zorrilla is looking unwell and is
urged to attend the infirmary or examined more
closely, Zorrilla smiles thinly and replies along t he
lines of: OItOs nothing exotic, tertian malarial

fever. An old if unpleasant companion. 10l take

quinine in my quarters later. | assure you, | am

under observationE my own.O He deflects gently
but firmly, changes the subject, and does not submi t
to examination unless forcibly pressed. A (Hard)
Medicine or Psychology roll success will indicate he

is lying.

If Investigators ask about the two empty seats  at
the table, Dr. Gilda Ramagusa answers the first
question OThat was where Dr. Llerena was meant to

be seated before, you know better than 1.0 If asked
about the other missing guest, Esperanza Hidalgo-
Gato begins, OA late regretNO but before she can
finish, the interruption below cuts her off.



9:00 The Dinner Interruption.

The murmur of conversation falters as a figure in a
wheelchair appears at the entrance to the dining
room. Dr. Llerena is wheeled in by an attendant, his

head bandaged, one arm in a sling, his face pale an d
bruised. He wears a dark suit over a rumpled white
shirt, smoked glasses concealing bruised eyes a thi ck

bandage wraps his head, partially hidden by a stiff

neck brace. He moves with visible discomfort as he
is settled into the empty place beside Se—or Vargas
and Dra. Ramagusa.

Director Machado rises at once, His expression
flickers surprise first, then calculation. He moves

over, placing a hand on the back of LlerenaOs chair
and raising his glass. He welcomes him with
exaggerated warmth, inviting the table to
acknowledge OFEthe courage and resilience of our
colleague, Dr. Francisco Llerena, who has returned
to us despite his ordeal.O Polite applause follows;
several guests glance uneasily at one another.

Dinner resumes as the soup is cleared and the main
course arrives: Ropa Vieja Carne de res deshebrada
en salsa criolla acompa—ada de Arroz blanco,
Plitanos maduros fritos, & Yuca con mojo ( Shredded
beef stewed in a traditional Creole sauce served with
white rice, fried ripe plantains, & Cassava with garlic
citrus sauce).

Despite the excellent food, it noticed that Dr. Lle rena
mostly pushes it around his plate and drinks far to o}
much. When Dra. Ramagusa gently suggests he slow

his wine, he shakes his head. Ol need this,0 he say s
quietly. OTo calm my nerves. To help me forget.O

If questioned by the Investigators or other guests, his
replies are brief and evasive. He never quite looks at
the speaker, his attention fixed on the glass in hi S

hand. Typical responses are along the lines of, OYe  sE
quite,0 OIf you say s0,0 or OIOm fine, really. IOvehad
worse days.O He then takes another drink and
gestures faintly for more wine.

Then Dr. Zorrilla  rises abruptly, murmuring an
apology for being indisposed. As he turns to leave,
Llerena watches him & chuckles softly. OYour
understudy already left, | see,O he says a little t 00
loudly. OBrave to perform without him. And careful,
Ram—n- greasepaint, powder, it betrays you under
these lights.O Zorrilla does not reply & leaves the
room.

As if triggered by the departure, Llerena begins to
speak, about the operating theatre incident without
naming it. He looks to the Investigators and talks of
interference, of prepared tricks meant to deceive a n
audience of one. His voice loosens, the metaphors
turning theatrical. OA spectacle,0 he says out loud .
@ut of Paris® Grand Guignol. Stage misdirection,

I#"

Pepper®s Ghost, humo y espejos.O His accent
thickens, blurred by more than alcohol. OWhat
happened to me was not an accident. If this ends
badly, it will not be because no one knew, but
because too many chose not to listen.O

Cutlery stills. Several guests glance toward Direct or
Machado, who raises his glass slightly, not to
interrupt, but to reclaim the room.

~9:40 Dr. Llerena®s Removal

Before the tension can harden, Esperanza steps in.
She crouches down places herself close enough that
only Llerena and those nearest hear her first words

ODoctor Llerena, please forgive the interruption.
There is an urgent call for you from Porra
Headquarters at Antares Fortress . They insist it
cannot wait, and they would prefer to speak with yo u
privately.O

As Llerena hesitates, she adds, OThey are asking fo
your account  directly on what happened today.O

Llerena beams. OlIn that caseEO

Esperanza stands up and briefly catches the
attention of Dr. Prats and Deputy Chief Yiniz steps
forward at once as Llerena struggles to stand. OCom e,
Francisco,0 he says evenly, guiding him back into t he
wheelchair.

The two, with Ytniz pushing the wheelchair, follow
Esperanza toward the doors to the exit. Dr. Prats
rises and trails behind, and the sliding doors clos e.

Conversation slowly resumes. Glasses are lifted
again. Machado smiles, broader now, and murmurs
something about OFEthe hazards of overwork.0 The
dinner continues, but something essential has
shifted.



KeeperOs Note: (Off-Scene Events):  Once removed
from the dining room, Dr. Prats with Rafael Y#nizOs
help sedate Dr. Llerena despite his protests and
withing a minute is drowsy, then snoring. Esperanza
immediately contacts the main switchboard to arrang e
an urgent ambulance.

Before she can end the call, the switchboard operat or
apologetically interrupts: a coded telegram has jus t
arrived, marked URGENTE and stamped SOLO PARA
LOS OJOS Y OéDOS DEL DIRECTOR. She asks how it
should be handled. Irritated but alert, Esperanza a sks
for the sender and is told the message bears the
designation TU SEGUNDO PRIMO a code she instantly
recognizes as indicating the personal authority of
President Geraldo Machado himself. Aware that
such messages demand immediate, personal handling
especially amid the current unrest in Havana
Esperanza takes a guard for protection and proceeds

at once to La Oficina to retrieve it. She leaves without
delay.

10:05: A Move to the Reception Room

Aware that Dr. LlerenaOs abrupt removal, and the
quiet disappearance of three others, has unsettled

his guests, Director Machado waits. Five minutes
pass on his elegant wrist-watch. Then ten. His
expression remains genial, but the stillness around

the table hardens. He becomes aware of the attentio n
settling on him, the pause stretching, expectant.

At last, the sliding doors to the Long Gallery open and
a guard stationed there appears, visibly apologetic

At MachadoOs nod, the man steps forward and
murmurs in rapid Spanish that the ambulance has
departed with the patient and medical staff, and th at
Se-orita Esperanza  was escorted to La Oficina by
one of the guards.

Machado gives no immediate response as the guard
withdraws. Then, with deliberate calm, he rises and
announces, to the surprise of several guests, that
company will adjourn to the Reception Room.
OLet us not linger here,O he says pleasantly. ODess ert
has been prepared. Flan con azcecar caramelizada .
Dulce de guayaba con queso blanco , served properly.
CafZ cubano, strong, as it should be. And for the
gentlemen, a selection of Habanos .0 He smiles, as if
granting a favour already earned. OMusic, a small
unveiling, nothing to burden the evening. A brief
indulgence, and then we shall continue.O

the

The tone is warm, almost generous, yet carries an
unmistakable edge: the evening continues because
he has decided that it will. But all does not go as
planned. Upon reaching the Reception Room, the
heavy wooden sliding doors are found closed and
locked from the inside. The guard assigned to watch
the painting does not respond to calls or pounding

on the panels, and no key is immediately available.

13"

MachadoOs irritation now shows. He knows
Esperanza could open the doors with her keys, but
she is not present. He glances at  Captain Gand’'a
and raises an eyebrow. Gand'a responds at once,
ordering a guard to go around to the terrace and
force entry by breaking a pane of the French doors
and reaching inside to unlatch them.

KeeperOs Note: One of the Investigators may instead
attempt to pick the lock, which is faster and less
destructive than Gand’aOs approach.

Once entry is gained and the heavy doors are slid
fully open, a sharp, sickening chemical-sweet odour
spills out into the hall. Several guests recaoil;
conversation dies. Inside, the uniformed Mazorra
guard lies motionless on the floor. In his fall, he
seized and torn down the cloth concealing the
painting, leaving it fully exposed. The terror froz en
on his face prompts at least one bystander to make

the sign of the cross.

has

The enormous canvas reveals a man with round

spectacles in a shredded laboratory coat, running i n
blind panic. There is something profoundly wrong
with his skin: it appears to be coming apart optica Iy

from the outside inward, translucent in places,
exposing muscle and bone not as wounds but as if
he were becoming a living anatomical model. Details
snap into focus. A waning gibbous moon hangs
overhead. The M2 Main Female Hospital &
Assessment Clinic looms behind him. Armed guards,
motorcycles, and an armoured limousine choke the
roadway as the man runs through a mass of female
Mazorra patientsNsome recoiling, some reaching
toward him.




out of breath, returning from La Oficina with a guard
and the telegram. She takes in the doorway sceneN
her employer framed by onlookers, the exposed
painting, the collapsed guardNand for a rare
moment appears unsettled. This was not standard
Mazorra procedure.

Evelio Gil ,0 she whispers. 0So thatOs whyNO She
stops herself, regains composure, and hands the
telegram to Machado.

Machado reads the coded message in silence, his
frown deepening. He closes his eyes briefly, then
opens them. With a sideways glance at Esperanza,

he beckons Captain Gand’a closer, gestures subtly
with the telegram, and speaks urgently in a low voi ce
while crumpling it and letting it fall from his han d.

KeeperOs Note: Listen or Read Lips to understand their

conversation. OThere is a credible bomb threat in o ne of
the womenOs pavilionsNthe Violent / Refractory ward S.
Gather as many guards as you can spare. Do not caus e

panic. Evacuate the patients across the street and
secure the area. If anyone asks, there is an urgent
problem with the drains with gas accumulating. A
disposal unit is coming from the capital, but no ea

than midnight.O

rlier

Captain Gand’a nods, and turning barks orders at

once, clearing the hallway and sending nonessential

staff back toward the dining room while he calls on e
guard to call others together urgently for a securi ty
operation. Another guard is dispatched to call for an
ambulance. He does not enter the room himself.

KeeperOs Note: The guard has been overcome by toxic

paint fumes and hallucinations after prolonged expo sure
in a sealed room to Isabella VaronaOs painting. He is alive
but gravely affected. An Investigator may think to open
the terrace doors to ventilate the space or drag th e guard
into fresh airNboth faster and safer than waiting. If no

one acts, Lt. Col. Vives steps closer and murmurs,
OVentilate the room. Open the terrace doors. Get hi m into
fresh air.O He glances once at the painting, then a way.
OThis is a medical incident. LetOs keep it that way .0
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Dra. Ramagosa (still in her evening dress) and Dr.
Vilela (one arm in a sling, the other gripping a
revolver) are the only physicians present. Both
hesitate. Chief RN Beatriz Montalvo moves to enter,
but Lic. Castellanos  stops her gently. O Espera. Algo
anda mal con el aire. O

KeeperOs Note: Opening the terrace doors or moving the
guard outside improves and stabilizes his immediate
condition and reduces further exposure. It does not
reveal the cause. Both  First Aid or Medicine (Normal)
roll establishes that the guard is alive, with a pu Ise, but
barely breathing. There is no obvious cause, First Aid will
stabilize but not revive the man; a Medicine Hard+
success on the Medicine roll reveals that the man is
suffering from some form of toxidrome (from the
paintingOs fumes) and he clearly needs urgent care
medical facility for Gl or other decontamination.

ina

Now that the party seemed to be over, everyone
seemed trying to leave at once. Director Machado
raises his voice. OMy apologies to my distinguished
guests, but this emergency must take precedence
over our eveningOs post meal festivities. Our guard
has suffered a medical incident and will be attende d
to. | must ask that you depart as soon as possible. o]
Turning to Esperanza, he adds, OPlease see that our
visitors are provided their belongings and escorted

with courtesy to their rooms in La Oficina for their
safetyO. He heads upstairs.

10:15D10:25 N Investigator Options

The Investigators have approximately ten minutes
(in REAL TIME) before the Mazorra transport
ambulance arrives to remove the stricken guard to
the M1 infirmary  before they themselves are shown
the exit and escorted off During this narrow time
interval they may:

¥ Talk to and question other NPCs about
anything they want. FREX
0! Ask who is Evelio Gil? Why does his name
matter? Why would it be spoken aloud in
this room?
0! Study the painting: Photograph it; note its
unsettling freshness (tacky paint) and
notice chemical-sweet fumes. Samples
could be taken for later analysis.
0! Ask about the signature I Varona , painted
in the lower left corner. Who is this? Why
are her paintingsEnotorious?
¥ Recover the dropped telegram & attempt to
puzzle out its message before noticed missing

¥ Anything else they want to try

Once the unconscious guard is removed and order is
reasserted, the Investigators, Ricky, and the MDs
quartered there are escorted only as far as the doo rs
of La Oficina . At that point, the escort ends abruptly:
guards have been redeployed elsewhere, and no one

is formally assigned to watch them.



From here, the Investigators may retire for
the night or act while unguarded:

Talk to Ricky inside La Officina
Talk to Castellanos in his lab/develop film.
Head to Main Switchboard (telegram copy?)

Talk to other MDs before they lock themselves in
their quarters for the night

Find Dr. Zorrilla
RN Heres present)
Locate Brujo (if alive in TB ward)
Connect with other NPCs not present.
Visit Isabella Dom’'nguez Varona

Track down Evelio Gil (in ZorrillaOs lab)
PlayerOs Choice.

To be continued

(in his quarters with a frantic

Keepers Option:
Who Still Holds Power at the Mazorra?

NPC CPS % Defining Trait
Dir A-85 ! Flees early
Machz;l do C-65 ! leaves others exposed.
R-40 !
A-75 ! Escalates violent force to
Capt. i . |
Gand'a V-70 ! regain control.
R-50 !
A-70 | Special children = assets,
Lt. Col. : - . A
Vives C-75 !  diplomatic immunity amid
R-65 ! chaos
C-85 ! Controls access, files, forge
Esperanza A-60 ! signatures/orders.
R-70 !
Condensed Mazorra Power Stat (CPS) Key:
A = Authority ! C =Cunning !V =Violence !R = Resolve

KeeperOs Option: NPC Condensed Power Stats

Not every important figure at the Mazorra is meant
to be confronted, fought, or OdefeatedO in the usua
Pulp Cthulhu / Call of Cthulhu 7e sense. Several
key individuals exert danger through authority,
access, rumour, & institutional power rather than
physical force. Their influence shapes events long
before violence occurs.

To reflect how these figures actually function in
play, certain NPCs use a Condensed Power Stat
(CPS) format instead of a full CoC stat block. Thes
values are narrative levers, not skill lists: they
indicate how an NPC applies pressure, where they
dominate, and where their control is most likely to
fail under stress.

e
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CPS values
Investigator skills, Luck spends, and narrative

leverage (Persuade, Psychology, Credit Rating,
Stealth, etc.) to determine which pressure
prevails. If violence does occur, it is usually
uneven or catastrophic and should be resolved
narratively or by converting the NPC to standard

Pulp-CoC rules only if absolutely necessary.

(1D100%) are weighed against

COMMENTS : E&A #7

EVERYONE: Thank you all for your kind words
about both our daughter Laurens law school
acceptances, and about our poor Sadie who
passed Oover the rainbow bridgeO the week before
Christmas. Below, touching mementos gifted by
some of my work colleagues.

ELF: RAE; Snerk at term

your time playing this now-defunct game in your

hyperlink. Your description of GlitchOs streets,
Wanderhome game, reads

carried over into a GM-less
like a genuine love letter to that unique and gentl

setting. Have you checked out the Patreon-supported
Old Giants MMO fan-made remake?
fantasy games in the Fighting Fantasy mould

Louren«o Panhoca) really ought to get together and
talk about this. Pedro has been very passionate
about Portuguese-language choice-based interactive

fiction, and | believe he even earned his MasterOs

degree on the subject. Re replay-ability, | wonder
making the map of

MYLES CORCORAN:

went well. Thank you as well for the recommendation

of Blindsight Na compelling modern take on hostile

Javacrucian priestess
Re Glitch MMO : You wrote a very poignant memory of

Firetop Mountain was the game.

I'was glad to hear from your
DM that your New YearOs Eve fireworks celebration

e

RYCTM on solo
lyou &
fellow E&A-er Pedro Panhoca da Silva (& Camila

if



alien intelligences that exploit human perceptual
blind spots rather than brute force. RAE the level of
historical detail in your Kriegsmesser write-ups: is
this drawn from the game itself, or from your own
knowledge of the period around the Thirty YearsO
War? | laughed at the sign reading ONo hawkers,
panhandlers, grave-robbers, starving artists, or
would-be duellists.O Add cross-dressers and none of
your PCs would be welcome at the Ferbers! RARE
your solo Traveller -adjacent play: your point about
honesty in solo games stayed with meNhow, played

this way, the dice can genuinely surprise the autho r,
arare and valuable experience. That said, | now wa nt
to know more about Ding, Dong, and the othersE

MATT STEVENS: RYQTM for something related to
your original question of fascist pulp heroes, you
might look at Norman Spinrad0s  The Iron Dream
(1972). Using a Ostory within a storyO framing devi  ce,
Spinrad imagines a world where Adolf Hitler, instea d
of entering German politics, emigrates to America

and becomes a pulp illustrator & author, eventually

even winning a Hugo Award. The novelOs inner text,
Lord of the Swastika , is presented as HitlerOs own
lurid science fantasy, supposedly published shortly
before his death in 1953. Spinrad includes in this
satire a fictional scholarly afterword by a literar y
critic who dissects the bookOs fascist elements,
symbols, & uniforms.

ROGER BELL_WEST: RYCTM on Mazorra Horror
feeling Oon railsONthatOs fair, and partly intentio  nal
at this stage. The opening sections are laying
groundwork: establishing the Mazorra as a 1930s
psychiatric institution in a foreign setting, and
anchoring events to the real historical timeline
around MachadoOs fall. On the page, that inevitably
reads as more linear. The intent isnOt to fix outco mes,
but to provide a pulp plot scaffold for the Keeper to
hold in mind if the PCs go off on a frolic. 1Ove
deliberately left PC agendas and secrets
underdeveloped, expecting them to emerge through
Pulp Archetypes and Talents (which your comment
prompted me to expand but is bumped to next-ish).

A cautious investigative  Call of Cthulhu group will
experience Mazorra very differently from a Pulp
Cthulhu crew emulating some or all of such classic

pulp heroes as Doc Savage, The Shadow , or The
Spider, where audacity and pre-emptive action tend

to dissolve any apparent rails very quickly. And as
Keepers have always done, unused excess material

can simply be cut. To paraphrase Lisa Padol Os
comment to me lastish, itOs easier to cut historica |
detail & a line of patter than to make it up. | hop e
later instalments make clearer how sharply player
choices can diverge from the presented structure.
LISA PADOL: RAE. RYCTM on Habana Horror: 10m
delighted you found the mealtime conversation chart

and guided tour useful, exactly as you say, itOs fa r
easier and more fun to adapt concrete patter than t 0
invent it on the fly. <> RYCTM on APP vs POW: 10ve
tended to use APP as a shorthand for first-

impression charisma, surface charm, confidence,

and social leverage, while POW reads to me as inner
force, will, or spiritual presence. That said, your

point about mapping Charisma or Presence to POW
is a good one, and for some groups shifting that
emphasis works if it better suits their tone.

JIM VASSILAKOS RYCTM on Refusing to See
ORealityO in CoC: Thank you for the thoughtful critique,
and for the kind words about the scene itself. What

Dr. Llerena says aloud is not what he believes. He
knows that something profoundly wrong and
otherworldly happened in that operating theatre.
What he also knows is the cost of acknowledging it. In
1930s Cuba, truth does not determine speech;
survival does. As a politically appointed physician in
a corrupt, authoritarian institutionNalready regard ed
as compromisedNadmitting to witnessing the
impossible would not prompt investigation but invit e
ruin, confinement, or worse. His anger and
belligerence are therefore not madness, but a
conscious defensive performance aligned with
institutional power. Seen this way, his denial refl ects
one of Call of CthulhuOs central paradoxes: those w  ho
tell the truth are judged insane, while those who d eny
what they have seen are judged stable. That inversi on
may feel uncomfortable or even perverse, but it is not
accidental. Lovecraftian horror isnOt only about se  eing
too much; itOs also about what society forces yout o
pretend you didnOt see.

PATRICK ZOCH: RAE your story of your son
channelling Leeroy Jenkins ; wonderful. The Bolt
Action figures you painted up and photographed so
nicely look amazing too. | havenOt picked up a brus h
in six months, but IOve been experimenting with
acrylic paint markers, which work surprisingly well

to paint quickly large minis like horses.

JOHN REDDEN: Re Stranger Things; we accidentally
timed the final episode of season 5 so it ended at
exactly midnight on NYE. ! Nice sunset BTW.

JOSHUA KRONENGOLD : RYCTM Re fiddle vs violin:
agreed. Same instrument, different traditions. |
hadnOt realized thereOs a similar harpist/harper
distinction (classical/traditional).

GABRIEL ROARK: RAE. Would not Air-sharks have
bladder-like organs filled with hydrogen?

ATTRONARCH: What, ~20 dead farmers in session
91, a sanity threatening a spider-house, crypt
undead everywhere, and no PC deaths in 3 sessions,
unlike the 97 deaths over in your link over 93
sessions where there are only 24t level PCs? !

Everyone Else: RAEBNC

Jan 21st 2026. BCM
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4XDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ SDWULF

, JQRUDEOH 7KHPH IRU ( $

7KH $GYHQWXUHUV *XLOG

*OLQJ WULFNV \RX YH HLWKHU ERUU
“IXUHG RXW \RXUVHOI

YRU' UDWKHU WKDQ ZULWH GRZQ H®
DUUDQJH FKDUDFWHU VLJQV RQ WKH
UHODWLYH RUGHU OHIW WR ULJKW I
EHFDXVH WKH QXPEHUV WKHPVHOYH)
WULFN LV WR DUUDQJH WKHP DV WKF
ZLWKRXW KDYLQJ WR ZULWH DQ\WKL:
WKLV VSHHG XS WKH VWDUW RI FRPE
WKH LQLWLDWLYH WKLV ZD\ PDNHWR
VHH ZKR V XS QH[W DQG WKH\ FDQ FF
DFFLGHQWDOO\ VNLS VRPHRQH DV V
HVSHFLDOO\ LI 5SHDFWLRQ $FWLRQV I

, XVHG WR KDYH GU\ HUDVH FDUGV W
XVH WR ZULWH GRZQ WKHLU QXPEHU
GUDZ ITBRRDJH :RUEOXGW WKDW SURYHC
XQZLHOG\ *LYHQ WKH FURZGHG WDE
SUH SULQWHG LQLWLDWLYH FDUGYV L

7KH VLQJOH WULFN WKDW |, ZLVK HY
PLQGIXO DQG DVN HDFK SOD\HU DUR.
ZKDWHYHU \RXU JDPLQJ VSDFH LV Z|
FRPEDW \RX FDQ MXVW IROORZ LQLYV
RI FRPEDW WKH *0 KDV WR HQVXUH
DQ HTXDO RSSRUWXQLW\ WR SDUWLF
DURXQG WKH WDEOH DQG JR ZLWHKR/A
RU ORXGHVGNMHOLEHUDWH DQXVXDoe ¥
FORFNZLVH DURXQG WKH WDEOH EX
EDVHG RQ WKH VWUXFWXUH RI WKH \
WKH UHVSRQVLELOLW\ RI HYHU\RQH

FKLHI WDEOH PDUVKDO DQG JDPH PR
WKH WRQH DQG UK\WKP RI WKH WDEC(

,Q FRQYHQWLRQ JDPHV , GLH D OLW'
GRHV QRW SURYLGH QDPH FDUGV IRL
ZKHQ XVLQJ SUH JHQHUDWHG FKDUDI|
FRPSHQVDWH E\ SXOOLQJ RXW LQGH]
GLFH NLW 3UR WLS ZULWH \RXU FKEL
VLGHV Rl WKH WHQW FDUG VR WKDW
QH[W WR \RX WR UHDG LW DQG WKD)\
3& V QDPH

6HVVLRQ IRU '"HFMPEHU

JROORZLQJ P\ UDQW ODVW LVVXH , GLG
ZRXOG GR DQG H[SUHVVHG P\ FRQFHUQV
DQG DVNHG IRU WKHLU LQSXW 7KH\ DFN
DQG VXJIJHVWHG WKDW WKH 3&V MRLQ D
WKDW FRXOG EH XVHG DV WKHLU PRYLQ.
7KLV ZRXOG PDNH LW HDVLHU WR DGG R!
VA\VWHP LV LPSHUIHFW ZH ZRXOG VWLOO
ODVW PLOQXWH XQH[SHFWHG DEVHQFHYV
SOD\HU DQG WKHLU IDPLO\ FRPLQJ GRZQ
PLVVLQJ WKH VHVVLRQ ZH GLVFXVVHG W
KHOS

,PSRUWDQWO\ WKH FRQFHSW LPPHGLDW
JHDUV LQ P\ EUDLQ DQG , LPPHGLDWHO\
VRPHWKLQJ WKDW ZRXOG EOHQG ULJKW
$QG QR LW ZDVQ W WKH WUDYHOOLQJ F
SOD\HU VXJJHVWHG WKDW QR RQH HOVF

%H\RQG FOHDULQJ WKLV XS , ZHQW LQW
SODQQLQJ WR SXOO D IHZ WKUHDGV VH.
DQG VHH ZKHUH ZH HQGHG XS

2XU 3DUW\
" $QDQ/HYHO &RSSHU 'UDJRQERUQ )
%DWWOH ODVWHU
" OLOOLMYHO +XPDQ :L]DUG $EMXUF
» &KD\RWHYHO 5RFN *QRPH &OHULF
/LIH 'RPDLQ
" (ULGDIYHO :RRG (Ol J)LIKWHU (O¢
6N\OD
, FUHDWHG D JURXS RI 13&V WR DIF¥WH DV
IRLOV ZLWKLQ WKH $GYHQWXUHUV *XLOC
FODVVHV ZRXOG HLWKHU SDUDOOHO RU
3&V 7KH\ FDOOHG WKHPVHOYHV WKH &U

6N\OD D ZRRG HOIl UDQJHU ZDV RULJLQ
SDUDOOHO WR (QWDQ WKH SDUW\ V GU X
KLV IDPLOMGQGR WKH FLW\ 6N\OD KDV Q
GHWHVWVY WKH FLW\ $V D FKLOG VKH ZI
ORVW LQ WKH IRUHVW DQG JUHZ IHUDO

DQG RQO\ MRLQHG FLYLOL]DWLRQ ZKHQ

7KH &ULPVRQ &URZV ZKHQ WKH\ HQFRXQ
ZLOGHUQHVYV

6N\OD KDV JUHDV\ GDUN KDLU FURSSHG
EURZQ H\HV DQG D PLVVKDSHQ XSSHU O

6DQ -RVH &DOLIRUQLD

VHI[DIJHVLPDOLDQ#JPDL



SURWUXGLQJ FDQLQH 6KH KDV DQ X!
DQG KHU EUHDWK VPHOOV OLNH EOD
OLWWOH SUHIHUULQJ JUXQWV JURZ
KHU WKRXJKWV NQRZQ +HU PHDQV R
JHW FORVH DVWXGI R QL

6KH V QRW IULHQGO\ EXW VKH GRHV
FRQFHSW RI SHUVRQDO VSDFH ZKHQ
OLNHV $QG VKH OLNHG (QWDQ %XW
EHFDXVH KH ZDV D WHUULEOH GUXLC
DQG ZDVQ W UHDOO\ FRQQHFWHG WR
JXLOGKRXVH VKH FDPH X SHEGI KMIQHS EX
RI KLV QHFN DQG JUXQWHG WKDW KH
WKHQ OHG KLP RXW RI WRZQ DQG VK
ULIW WKH VDPH RQH WKDW OHG WR V
ODVW LVVXH DQG WROG KLP WR )LJ[ |

7KLY KDG D PHWD JRDO RI JHWWLQJ
PLVVHG D VHVVLRQ KHDGHG LQ WKH
SDUW\ ZHQW DQG KDG SDVVHG WKH ¢
30XV , ZDV VHWWLQJ XS WKH QRWLEF
GHVWLQHG WR KHDO WKH ZRUOG H\©
KLV IDPLO\ V JRDOV IRU KLP WR EHQD
WKH SDUW\ UHWXUQHG IURP WKH GH’
DQFKRU , GHVFULEHG WKH FORVLQJ
WKDW $QDQ V SOD\HU HYHQ VDLG /I

$IWHU (QWDQ V SOD\HU OHIW WKH JU
IRU KHU EXW WKHQ (ULGDQ MRLQHG
(ULGDQ ZDV UDLVHG E%DJIWVWRXE RRX
KLP LQ WKH IRUHVW DIWHU KH ZDV O
KLV IDPLO\ O\ *0 EUDLQ VSDUNHG O

, DVNHG WKHP 'RHV KH KDYH LQWHL
IDPLO\" 7KH\ DQVZHUHG +H OO VD\
VHFUHWO\ GHHS GRZQ KH GRHV 7KL
OLJKW DV , FRXOG KRSH IRU

$ 6HQVH RI :URQJQHVYV

7KH SDUW\ ZDV LQ WKH JXLOGKRXVH
FUDVK RI WUD\V DQG JREOHWY IROOI
VFUDWFK 7KH\ ORRNHG DQG VDZ 6N\
DQG VOQDWFKLQJ ZKLOH EHLQJ KHOG
&URZ V IRUPLGDEOH EODIKNWGEUD JKBE
RI KHU UDJH ZDV D EXUO\ EHDUGHG
ORQJVZRUG DOUHDG\ GUDZQ 7KH VF
UHPDLQV RI D ZLQH VHUM KU DOQ® WH
WKH &URZV ZHUH VHDWHG DW

7KH 3&V WULHG WR DVFHUWDLQ ZKDV
WKH PDQ SURWHVWHG WKDW LW ZDV
KDG EXPSHG LQWR HDFK RWKHU DV V
ZHQW FUD]\ 6N\OD VFUHHFKHG WKL

DQG GLGQ W EHORQJ 6KH WKHQ ELW 0
WKH PDQ ZKR DOVR IHOO YLFWLP WR D E
HOI

7KH 3&vV ZHUH DEOH WR EUHDN WKHP XS
FDUULHG 6N\OD RXW EDFN WR WKH H[HU
EORZ RWHDP 7KH\ DVNHG EXW VKH FRX
ZKDW VKH PHDQW

,QVLGH WKH PDQ UHWXUQHG WR WKH W]
FRPSDQLRQV 7KH SDUW\ HQJDJHG WKHP
LOQWHUURJDWLERG WG W HWKH\ ZHUH JXLC
PHPEHUV EXW ZHUH QRW IURP ,VOLQJIR
VWUDQJHUV ZHUH QRWKWRBNGQG@HRWGHI G
OHDYH

7KH 3&V ZHUH YHU\ VXVSLFLRXV RI WKH
SUHVXPH DVVXPLQJ WKDW 6N\OD ZRXOG
LI VKH GLGQ W KDYH JRRG UHDVRQV (UL
ZH IROORZ WKHP VQHDNLO\ RU VWXSLGO

(ULGDQ WULHG WR IROORZ WKHP VQHDNI
QRW KDYH LW *URZLQJ ZHDU\ RI EHLQJ |
ZDUULRUV WRRN D EUHDN DW D IRXQWDL
DQG ZDLWHG IRU WKHLU IROORZHUV WR
WKDW KH KDG EHHQ PDGH RXW (ULGDQ ¢
EURZVLQJ LQ WKH PDUNHW ZKLOH KLV W

7KH FRQYHUVDWLRQ HVWDEOLVKHG WKD
9LULRQ DQG KLV FRPSDQLRQV 'RXJ %l
WR WHOO WKH 3&VY DERXW WKHLU EXVLQ
KHOG QR LOO ZLOO WRZDUG 6N\OD RU W
WR JHW DQ\WKLQJ PRUH RXW RI WKHVH
FKDUDFWWHKWHX ZRXOG KDYH WR WU\ DQRW

'KDW WKH 3&V GLGQ W NQRZ ZDV WKDW
ZHUH ZHUHZROYHV ZKR GLGQ W ZDQW W|
PLJKW GUDZ DWWHQWLRQ WR WKHLU WU
EHLQJ LQ WRZQ , GRQ W HYHQ NQRZ ZKI
7KH SRLQW RI WKH HQFRXQWHU ZDV WR
6N\OD DQG YLFH YHUVD ,| WKLV ZHU® ZR
WKH IXWXUH DOO WKH EHWWHU

$ 6RUFHURXYVY 6RLUHH

(DUOLHU LQ WKH GD\ OLOOLH ZDV ZDONI
$UFDQH (VWDWH ZKHQ VKH RYHUKHDUG |,
SURWHFWRU RI WKH $UFDQH (VWDWH DQ
D PHVVDJH IURP KHU VHFUHWDU\ WKDW
H[FODLP +RZ FDQ KH EH VLFEN" +H V D S
FRPSODLQHG WKDW VKHQBRXQBWKDHIH W R

$QG UHDOO\ WKH\ DUH RQO\ VXVSLFLR
13& DUH VXVSLFLRXV HVSHFLDOO\ LI WK
GR ZLWK WKH 3&V

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ

SDWULFN 5L«



ERGVIXDUG 6KKWKEOQHR WKH VHFUH
ZKRVH QDPH 5RGHULFN OLOOLH RYF
Rt VXOOHQ , KDG ZDQWHG 9UD[ WR |
DQG WR EH UHFUXLWHG RQ WKH VSR
EXW &29," GHQLHG PH 9UD[ V SUHVHC

OLOOLH ZRQGHUHG LI WKH SDO D GLQA
PDNLQJ DQ H[FXVH

/IDWHU DIWHU WKH RUGHDO ZLWK 6N
KHURHV VDW GRZQ ZLWK 7KH &ULPVR
GULQNDQYMWKH QREOHERUQ VRUFHU}
EURWKHU WKH\ DVVLVWHG LQ EDJJLC
OLOOLH WR D VRLUHH WK \QM [@DM RH
'HVFHQGLQJ 6XPPHU OLOOLH QHYHU
D QREOHZRPDQ ZDQW WR EH ZLWK D
OLNH OLOIOQ\HMRLQHG WKH $GYHQWXL
PHDQV RI DYRLGLQJ KHU VRFLDO REC
DSSUHFLDWHV WKDW OLOOLH KROGYV
DULVWRFUDWYVY DQG SROLWLFL®QXVW
JHWV WR GUHVV XS WKH IRUPHU PDL
VHHPV WR FRQVLVW HQWLUHO\ RI VK

7KH QH[W GD\ ZH KDG WKH REOLJDW
PDNH RYHU PR@WDGBLWLRQ WR SD\L
%¥RZLQJ SLQN GUHVV PDQLFXUHG DQ
KDLU ZHDYHV GRQH l:Q @QOXK WRNKH
VRPH Rl KHU MHZHOU\

7KH HVWDWH ZDV RQ WKH ULYHU DQC
PDQVH WKH JURXQGV DQG D OX[XU\
EDFN :KLOH PLQJOLQJ OLOOLH ZDV
7EDQ\ V EURWKHU ZKR DVNHG KHU IF
$IWHUZDUGYV WKH\ UHWLUHG WR D E
%HIRUH DQ\WKLQJ DZNZDUG FRXOG K
H[SORVLRQ IURP WKH PDLQ KRXVH D¢
VXLW RI DUPRU WKH VL]H RI DQ RJUH
VWUDLJKW OLQH WR WKH \DFKW ZKH!I
LQFOXGLQJ ,VDGRUD ZHUH HQMR\LQ
WKH PDLQ GHFN

OLOOLH VWUXFN LW ZLWK KHU PRVW
EXW LW KEHFWRRWKHU WKDQ WR PDNI
DUPRUBXUH VKRW BHRDRXYWRRIJHWY
FUDVKLQJ WKURXJK OLOOLH "V I5® W
ERDW DQG IDWDOO\ ZRXQGHG 5RGHU
LQ ,VDGRUD V HPSOR\" OLOOLH DWW
ZDV RQO\ UHZDUGHGUHALBRRKOMRUH

5XPRUV WKDW , P WU\LQJ WR VKLS )
FRXQWHUSDUWY DUH QRW FRPSOHWE
$QDFKURQLVP EH GDPQHG

7KLV LV RQH RI WKH WLPHV , GHFLGHG W
RSHQ DQG JRW D QDWXUDO , GLGQ W
IRU GDPDJH :H DOO NQHZ OLOOLH ZDV G
GHVFULEHG KRZ WKKWDH ZROMGEBG RQ WR
ERDW DV ,VDGRUD DQG RWKHUV JDWKHU
WHOHSRUWHG DXWN FKFHNHG XS 5RGHULF
DQG FRQWLQXHG WR ZDON VWUDLJKW DF
SOXQJHG LQWR WKH ULYHU

W ZDV WKHQ VRPHRQH DVNHG LI OLOOLF
NLOOHG EDVHG RQ KRZ PXFK H[FHVV GDF
VXVWDLQHG O\ UHSO\ ZzDV , GLGQKW UR
FDQ W EH GHDG ,QVWHDG %IQQOIDHF I ZR |
VPLOLQJ GRZQ RQ KHU ZHOFRPLQJ KHU
KLP KH LQYLWHG KHU WR PDNH D GRQD\
6HW

7KH $UW RI 7TUDFNLQJ

7KH QH[W GD\ WKH SDUW\ FDPH WRJHWK
ZKDW KDG KDSSHQHG /LWWOH GLG WKH)
EHLQJ VKDGRZHG DQG , ZDV UROOLQJ U

$IWHU WUDFLQJ WKH SDWK RI WKH JROH
EHVW JXHVV DV WR ZKDW WKH DVVDLODC(
KRXVH JDUGHQ DQG ERDW WKH\ ZDONF
GRRU WR GHWHUPLQH ZKHUH LW FDPH IL
IRXQG 6N\OD ZDWFKLQJ WKHP IURP EH\R
, UROOHG D

6KH SRLOQWHG WR D KXJH KROH LQ WKH
VLGH RI WKH IURQW JDUGHQ 7KH\ IROOF
IRXQG WKH SODFH DORQJ WKH EDQN ZKH
ULYHU 7KH\ DOVR FKHFNHG WRKGOG R ED ¢
VLIQ RI LW HQWHULQJ RU H[LVWLQJ IURF
FRQFOXVLRQ LW VHHPV WR KDYH ZDONF
VXEPHUJHG DQG KLGGHQ IURP VRPHZKHL
PRVW OLNHO\ UHWXUQHG IROORZLQJ WK

$W D GHDG HQG WKH\ ZHQW EDFN WR W/
OLOOLH GLG VRPH UHVHDUFK RQ 5RGHUL
(VWDWH 6KH ZDV RJOP DEIOIHWWIKRH FREQV M
WKH ODWHVW LQ D ORQJ VWULQJ RI VHF
WHQXUHYV XQGHU ,VDGRUD 6KH KDG WKF
vVDZ DW WKH VRLUHH ZzDVQ W DFWXDOO\
,VDGRUDV ZDV XS WR VRPHWKLQJ 6KH D
,VDGRUD ZDVQ W VNLOOHG HQRXJK WR F
VSHOO WKRXJK WKHVH DUH MXVW DVVXI
, W SOHDVHV PH WKDW OLOOLH XQGHUHV'
PDJLFDO SURZHVV DVVXPLQJ WKDW VKH
SROLWLFDO FRDWWDLOV RI KHU IBWWKHU
UHVSHFW IRU WV D JRRG TXDOLW\ WR

SDWULFN 5LOH\

4XDVLSVHXGROXGRJIQR\



7KDW HYHQLQJ (ULGDQ UHWXUQHG k
ZDLWLQJ IRU KLP VLWWLQJ RQ WKH
WKDW OHDG WR KLV DSDUWPHQW 6K
EHIRUH VWDQGLQJ XS DQG IROORZLQ
EHKLQG :KHQ KH UHDFKHGGWKIE ¥R\
NH\V 6N\OD OHDQHG HYHQ FORVHU V

DQG ZKLVSHUHG
'R \RX NQRZ ZKR \RXU SDUHQWYV ZHU

$QG WKDW V ZKHUH , HQGHG WKH VH
(ULGDQ V SOD\HU ZRXOG PLVV WKH C
WKDWBQUHU VWHZ IRU D ELW

6HVVLRQ IRU -YYQXDU\

7KH QH[W VHVVLRQ ZDV RG® ORGJPRI
(ULGDQ DQG $QDQ ZHUH RXW EXW ,J
*QRPH %DUG *ODPRXU ZDV LQ 30X
SOD\HU V ELUWKGD\ VR ZH KDG D EL\
O\ ZLIH PDGH ODVDJQD ,JJ\ V SOD\HL
DQG OLOOLH V SOD\HU EURXJKW JLIW
DQG , ODFNHG PRWLYDWLRQ

OLOOLH ZDV UHDOO\ FRQFHUQHG DEF
DQG SX]]JOHG DERXW KRZ ,VDGRUD PIL
DzD\ 6KH HYHQ WKRXJKW LW PLJKW
DWWDFN WR PDNH ,vVDGRUD ORRN JR
WKH\ ZURWH ,VDGRUD WR QRW EH WE
EHFDXVH VKH ZDV IRFXVHG RQ DSSHI
KRZHYHU , XVHG WKH DUFKPDJH VWI
ZDWFKLQJ OLOOLH XQGHUHVWLPDWH

7TKH\ GHFLGHG WKDW ,JJ\ ZLWK WKHI
VKRXOG WU\ WR JHW DQVZHUV RXW F
WZR ODGLHV ZRXOG VWD\ RXW RI WK
KHU WR D UHVWDXUDQW ZKHUH ,JJ\ Z
RYHU VHHLQJ KHU WKHUH DQG OXUH
GLQQHU JXHVWV WR KDYH D SULYDW

6KH ZDV XQDZDUH RI DQ\RQH G\LQJ T
FRXOG KDYH EHHQ GXH WR WKH IDFW
RXW EXW GLG QRW H[SODLQ KRZ VKH
DFNQRZOHGJH 5RGHULFN V IDWH DIV
IRUHVKDGRZHG ZKDW WKH 3&V ZHUH

OLOOLH DOVR WKRXJKW WKDW ,VDGR
$UFDQH (VWDWH VKRXOG EULQJ WKF
PHPEHUV RI WKH $UFDQH (VWDWH UH
DWWDFNHG DQG LQMXUHG $ORQJ WK
,JIJ\ WKDW VKH ZRXOG QRW IROORZ X

&KD\RWH V SOD\HU
&KD\RWH V SOD\HU

LVV KHU
2K QR 'RQ W I

WKH KRVW RI WKH VRLUHH &RXQFLOPDQ
XQGHUWDNH 7KLV DW OHDVW JDYH WKH
LOQYHVWLIDWLRQ

7KH\ PDQDJHG D PHHWLQJ ZLWK WKH FR>
WDLORUHG GZDUI ZKR DSRORJL]IHWRKHQF
KDUP GRQH WR KHU DQG1EVHBPBWLYHO\
WHQVLRQ WKDW PLJKW KDYH EHHQ GLUH
DVNHG LI KH NQHZ WKH SHUVRQ EHKLQG
EOXQWO\ DGPLWWHG WKDW KH NQHZ H[D
GZDUYHQ FUDIWVPDQ IURP 'DQVIRUG QD
,ZURQKDQG +H KDG FRQWUDFWHG KHU IR
GLG QRW PHHW WKH TXDOLW\ UHTXLUHP
'"HVSLWH SD\LQJ KHU ZKDW VKH ZDV RZFE
WKDW VKH ZDV RZHG PRUH DQG KDG HYH
VHQGLQJ KLP WKUHDWHQLQJ OHWWHUYV

KDYH GHVWUR\#HA. U ZWIW RDQ GZDUYHQ WL
VR WKLV PLIKW KDYH EHHQ UHIHUHQFLQ
DJR

'DQVIRUG LV D WRZQ WKDW ZDV D KDOI (
,VOLQJIRUG ,W LV D ZHOO WUDYHOOHG
LVVXHV PDNLQJ WKH MRXUQH\ E\ WKH HC
VWRSSHG DW D WDYHUQ IRU GLQQHU DQ
WR $UJHQWD V SURSHUW\ DORQJ WKH UL
FRQYLQFHG WKHP WR GR VRPH QLJKWWL

$UJHQWD V SODFH ZDV ZHOO DZD\ IURP \
FRQVLVWHG RI WKUHH EXLOGLQJV D VP
ERDWKRXVH ULJKW RQ WKH ULYHU DQG
H[SORUDWLRQV ZHUH FXW VKRUW ZKHQ |
FRQVWUXFW ZLWK JORZLQJ H\HV DQG WE
WKH ZRUNVKRS WR JUHHW WKHP 5DWKH
HQFRXQWHU WKH\ UHWUHDWHG DQG VNI
VXUURXQGLQJ ZRRGV WR LQYHVWLJDWH
GHFLGHG WR ZDLW XQWLO PRUQLQJ

7KH\ DUULYHG WKH QH[W GD\ bDQG VvDz V
ZRUNLQJ WKH EHOORZV RI WKH VPLWK\

WKLY VRPHRQH ORRNHG H[DFWO\ OLNH 5
QH[W WR WKHP ZDV WKH GRJ WKH\ VDZ
WHQVH FRQYHUVDWLRQ IROORZHG GXUL
LGHQMELWKHPVHOYHY DV 5RGQH\ (YHQW
JDYH D WHUVH FRPPDQG WR WHKHE&RNKMHQ
FRWWDJH DQG WKURXJK D GRJ GRRU $U
DSSURDFKHG 6KH ZDONHG ZLWK D OLPS
ZDV VKHDWKHG LQ D ODUJH OHDWKHU JC

$IWHU D EULHI GLVFXVVLRQ DERXW 5RG#
WKH HQFORVHG ZRUNVKRS DQG EURXJKW
ZDV OHDQLQJ RQ KHU VKRXOGHU +DOI R
PLVVLQJ UHYHDOLQJ VSLQQLQJ FORFNZ

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ
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TKURXJKRXW WKH FRQYHUVDWLRQ ZL
XQIULHQGO\ DQG DUJXPHQWDWLYH L
RI WKHLU TXHVWLRQV +HU VLGH RI1\
WKH FRXQFLOPDQ V H[FHSW WKDW V
FRPSHQVDWHG SHU WKH FRQWUDFW

%RWK RI WKH GZDUYHV ZHUH EHLQJ
IRUWKFRPLQJ ZLWK WKH GHWDLOV R
LV EHFDXVH , GLGQ W NQRZ DQG P\ L
IDLOLQJ PH ,W KDG WR EH VRPHWKL
ZDVQ W DQ DXWRPDWHG VH[ WR\ DV
, KDYH WKRVH IRU VDOH RQH WKRX"
REHUHG

'"HFLGLQJ WKH\ KDG DQVZHUHG WKH !
KDYLQJ QR GHVLUH WR EH LQ WKH Pl
VDLG GLVSXWH WKH JURXS GHFLGHC
UHWXUQHG WR ,VOLQJIRUG 7KH\ LQI
WKDW WKH\ ZRXOG QRW EH SXUVXLQ
E\ DVNLQJ WKHP LI WKH\ ZRXOG EH L
KLUHG WR EULQJ D SHUPDQHQW UHYV
7TKH\ FRUUHFWO\ LQWHU $HH WHRG G\WR KR
IRU KLUH DQG SROLWHO\ GHFOLQHG
KLV VXJIJHVWLRQ ZDV YHU\ RXW RI RI
KDV MXULVGLFWLRQ IRU WKRVH W\SF
$GYHQWXUHUV *XLOG %RWK WKH FR
ZRXO0QG WKHPVHOYHV RQ WKH ZURQ
*XLOG KDG WKH\ DFFHSWHG @

6KLIWLQJ *HDUV

5HFRJQLILQJ WKDW KH KDG RQO\ DW!
FRXOG QRW EH UHOLHG XSRQ WR DW
SOD\HU GURSSHG , SUHHPSWLYHO\ F
VHVVLRQ ZKLFK ZRXOG KDYH KDG R(

WKDW , FRXOG VSHQG WKH WLPH RQ
FDPSDLJQ , SRVWHG WKH IROORZLQ.
VHUYHU

2Q >-DQXDU\@ VW ZH DGQHBHA SKE
RI WKH FDPSDLJQ EDVHG RQ WKH °
DQG VXJIJHVWLRQV \RX JDYH EDFN
':DUQLQJ LW PD\ EH D ELW UDLOUF
KHDGHG LQ WKH ULJKW GLUHFWLR
ZRUN ZLWK PH DQG EULQJ \RXU RZ
DERXW WKH GHWDLOV

+HUH DUH D FRXSOH RI WKH UHVSRQ’

" ,JJ\ L GRQ W WKLQN L PLQG UDLC
" &KD\RWH &KRR FKRR OHW V JRRR

$Q 8QOLNHO\ &LUFXPVWDQFH

, GRQ W WKLQN , YR WYRQ ZQLPNWIHIH EX
ZDV D FRQFHSW , KDG WR ZULWH GRZQ W
KHDG , WKRXJKW , PLJKW DV ZHOO VKDL

-XQ JXLGHG KHUVHOI DORQJ WKH UDLO V
RSHQ DLU JDUGHQ SXOOLQJ KHUVHOI ZL
RWKHU KHOG KHU OXQFK ER[ 7KH EULHI
PLVWHU SURPSWHG D GLVIJXVWHG VLJK

WKDW SDUWLFXODU QRLVH EHIRUH 1RL\
JULFWLRQ PHPLOM) E\QBIQG ZHDU 7KH WKR
ERXQFHG DURXQG LQ KHU PLQG B6RPHWK
DURXQG SHUKDSV" 6XUHO\ WKH\ ZRXOG
SULQW D UHSODFHPHQW SDUW 1R SDWK
SURPRWHG EDFWHULD JURZWK" 6KH VLJ¥
SDWKRJHQ EDVHG VFHQDULRY DOUHDG\

FRXOWO KHU DIWHUQRRQ 2QERDUG D VK
IXQFWLRQ IXOO\ DXWRQRPRXVO\ WR PD
UHSDLU LWVHOI ZLWK PLQLPDO FDOO IR
VKH KDG EHFRPH DQOBLSHUWLDW

‘KHQ VKH UHIRFXVHG KHU DWWHQWLRQ F
JRLQJ -XQ VDZ VRPHRQH LQ KHU OXQFK
UHDOL]JHG LW ZDV QRW SURSHU WR FDOC
VKLS Rl QHDUO\ WHQ WKRXVDQG WKRXJ
WKHP ZHUH LQ FU\R DQG DQ\RQH FRXOG
ZD\ WR KHU IDYRULWH QRRN EHIRUH VKH
DQ\RQH ZDV WR FDOO GLEV RQ D SULYD\
VXUHO\ LW ZRXOG EH KHU DQG RWKHUV
HYHQWXDOO\ DQG LQHYLWDEO\ DSSHDUF
UHVLJQHG EUHDWK 7KLV SHUVRQ GLG Q
DQG LW ZDV QRW IDLU WR WKHP IRU KHU
RYHU LW

<RX UH QHZ VKH VDLG DIWHU EULRJLQ
WKH UDLO DFURVYV IURP WKH PDQ LQ KHL
SDOH DQG KLV GLUW\ EORQGH KDLU WUL
JXHVV ZDV WKDW KH KDG EHHQ UHYLYHG
GD\V DQG KDG JRQH WKURXJK WKH VSD
MXPSVWDUWHG DOO WKH ERG\ VIVWHPV
RUJDQV LQFOXGLQJ WKH VNLQ WKDW KD
VXVSHQGHG VWDWH IRU \HDUV 2YHU WK
QDWXUDO FRORU ZRXOG FRPH EDFN XQO
QDWXUDO FRORU -XQ VPLUNHG WR KHU\

<HDK KH DGPLWWHG +H VPLOHG DQG -
UHDFKHG KLV EOXH H\HV VR VKH FRQFO
LQVWHDG RI SUDFWLFHG :K\ ZDV VKH VN
HYHU\WKLQJ" :DV LW D KD]DUG RI KHU M

SDWULFN 5LOH\
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KHU MRE EHFDXVH RI KHU VNHSWLFL'
VWRS RYHU DQDO\]LQJ VKH ZDV VXSS
FRQYHUVDWLRQ

6KH SRLQWHG DW ZKHUH KH ZDV SOD
QRW NQRZ WKH WULFN RI ORFNLQJ K
RI WKH UDLO VR WKDW KHIDR&EOU/® QR
<RX UH LQ P\ VSRW

2K" +HMMHYHO\ MHUNHG EDFN DQG L
WKH EDODQFHG SRVLWLRQ DQG KH V
VRUU\ KH VWXWWHUHG DV KH JUDEE
KLPVHOI

-XQ JLJIJOHG DW KLV DZNZDUGQHVV

IRU QHZERUQV DV VKH FDOOHG WKH
PRWRU FROQWURO ZLWKRXW WKH RUL
6KH UHPLQGHG KHUVHOI WR SXW RXYV

7ROODN KH VDLG WDRLQB BN UQRDIK
DSSHDU WR EH XVLQJ KHU WR VWDEL
ORQJ KDYH \RX EHHQ XS"

W ZDV D QDWXUDO TXHVWLRQ DQG V
IRU DVNLQJ LW EXW LW DQQR\HG KH
VRPHWKLQJ LQ KHU IDFH EHFDXVH Kt
UHWUDFWHG LW E\ DVNLQJ DQRWKHU
FRPH KHUH WR HDW" +H WKHQ SRLQ"
KHU RWKHU KDQG

6KH VPLOHG DSSUHFLDWLQJ WKH UH
GD\V 6KH ORRNHG DURXQG 7KH\ ZH
RSHQ DLU JDUGHQ ZDV D SRSXODU G
ZDV WR WLPH KHU OXQFK ZKHQ WKHL
HOMR\LQJ WKH DWPRVSKHUH SURYLG
W ZDV QRW WKH RQO\ JDUGHQ DFFH’
SXEOLF EXW LW ZDV KHUV DJDLQ LI
RQERDUG KHUV W ZDV WKH RQH ZI
UDLO WKDW PDGH URRP IRU D PDLQW
VRPHRQH FRXOG QHVWOH WKHPVHOY
SHRSOH FLUFXPQDYLJDWLQJ WKH JD!

6R ZKDW GR \RX GR 7TROODN I

-XQ-"

64& VKH DQVZHUHG ZLWK D VOLJKYV
6\VWHP 4XDOLW\ &RQWURO VKH DG(
LOQHYLWDEOH IROORZ XS TXHVWLRQ

, QWHUHVWLQJ 7ROODN VDLGHORDE
2U ZLOO EH RQFH , DFFOLPDWH

<HDK EXW HYHQ WKHQ WKHUH V QR
WKHUH" -XQ FKDOOHQJHG KLP 6KH I
ZLWK D VIPSDWKHWLF WRQH EXW LW

VR VKH WXUQHG KHU DWWHQWLRQ WR Kt
EDFN WKH OLG

7TROODN WKRXJKW IRU D PRPHQW
FDXJKW XS RQ WKH ODWHVW GDWD
‘H OO VHH

SUREI
'R VI

-XQQLVKHG FKHZLQJ ZKLOH FRYHULQJ K}t
VZDOORZHG DQG VDLG 2QO\ VR PXFK \R
IRXU PRQWKYV 7KH GXW\ F\FOH RI WKH F
SURJUDPPHG EDVHG RQ GHFDGHV RI UHV
DV WKH VKLS ZDV EHLQJ EXLOW 7KH\ IR
VXEMHFWYV GLG EHVW ZKHQ WDNHQ RXW
VWDWH IRU D IHZ PRQWKV RI PRYLQJ DU
IRRG DQG H[HUFLVLQJ WKH EUDLQ :KLO
HtHFWLYHO\ VWRSSHG DQG WKHVH LQWH
UHGXFHG WKHLU RYHUDOO OLIHVSDQ E)
WUDGMWR PLQLPL]JH ULVN $IWHU EHLQJ U
ZRXOG VSHQG D ZHHN JRLQJ WKURXJK Fl
DIJDLQ 8QOHVV WKH\ JRW SUHJQDQW ZK
FU\R WKHUH ZDV D ZKROH RWKHU SURFH
KDG D FRPSOMWHQWGIUREOHP

7TUXH 7ROODN DGPLWWHG 7KH PLVVLR
HQRXJK WKDW WKH WHOHVFRSHHWUMHQW ZI
WKDQ ZKDW WKH\ KDG EHIRUH ODXQFK

F\FOHV EHIRUH WKH UHDO ZRUN EHJLQV

"KHUH DUH \RX IURP" -XQ SODQWHG WK
WKDW XVXDOO\ JRW SHRSOH WDONLQJ V
,QVWHDG VKH FRQWLQXHG HDWLQJ EUL
FXEH WR KHU PRXWK ELWLQJ LW LQ KDC
LW ZDV DQ HQMR\DEOH H[SHULHQFH ,W
SXW WKH RQXV RQ KLP WR NHHS WKH FR
DQG QRW DVN TXHVWLRQV WKDW ZRXOG
ZDV IURP %HUJHQ 1RUZD\ <RXQJHVW RI
ROGHU VLVWHUV 6WXGLHG DVWURBK\VL
KDG QHYHU KHDUG RI DQG ZDV XQOLNHO
ZDV KLV WKLUG F\FOH

-XQ WULHG WR UHPHPEHU LI VKH KDG VH
ODVW F\FOH EXW FRXOG QRW 1HQ@JIDFH
LQ DQG RXW VR WKLV ZDV QRW XQH[SHF
VRPHRQH ZRXOG ZDNH XS DQG VRPHRQH
DQG EH SODFHG LQ WKH VDPH FU\R FKDF
YDFDWHG DIWHU LW ZDV FOHDQHGLILQV
QHHGHG -XQ UHPHPEHUHG ZLWK SULGH
VFHQDULRY VKH GHYLVHG WKDW ZRXOG
ZKROH VFKHPH WR FROODSVH FDWDVWU
WKH FU\R IRONV XSGDWHG WKH SURFHG)
VRPH IDLOVDIH PHFKDQLVPV DQG ZRUND
HYHQW WKDW UHDOLW\ ZDV HYHQ ZRUVH
LPDJLQDWLRQ

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ
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6HRXO -XQ@DOG\WKROG XS KHU VL(
FRQYHUVDWLRQ ,W ZDV QRW H[DFWC
UHVLGHQFH EXW LW ZDV QRW LQ WK}
KDG D \RXQJHU EURWKHU EXW KH Gl
KRSHIXOO\ 7TROODN ZRXOG QRW SU\
FRPSXWHU SV\FKRORJ\

2K 6R \RX UH DQ $ , ZKLVSHUHUW 7
WRR PXFK HQWKXVLDVP IRU -XQ V WI

<HDK VRPHWKLQJ OLNH WKDW VKH
UXQ VLPXODWLRQV DQG WU\ WR XQG
GRLQJ DQG ZK\ WKH\ UH GRLQJ LW
GLG QHHGHG D KXPDQ WR GR LW 6\V
ZDV EDQQHGSIFIRPORQRPHQFODWXUH F
WR PRQLWRU DQG PDQDJH RWKHU V\'
OHDVW RQH DUHD ZKLFK KDG D V\VW
ZDV GHHPHG SUXGHQW WR KDYH D K’
WKLQJV :KHWKHU RU QRW WKLV ZDV
PDGH SHRSOH IHHO EHWWHU DQG VR
PRVW LPSRUWDQW WKLQJ

(DFK IXQFWLRQDO DUHD zZDV PDQDJH
LQGHSHQGHQW V\WWHPV HDFK EHLQ
DQG HDFK FRPLQJ XS ZLWK WKHLU R:
ORVW RI WKH WLPH WKH\ DJUHHG ZL
PDUJLQ :KHQ WKHUH ZDV D GHYLDWI
DSSOLHG EXW WKHQ VRPHRQHJIXUKE4
RXW WKH UHDVRQ IRU WKH GHYLDWL
VLPXODWLRQV DQG VRPHWLPHV WKH
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ \LHOGHG EHWWHL
WKLV LQIRUPDWLRQ EDFN LQWR WKH

-XQ KDG IDOOHQ LQWR D VSHFLDOL]L
SUHHPSWLYH VSHFXODWLYH DQG GI
WHVW KRZ WKH VI\VWHP ZRR®O& & VB
6R VKH DVNHG 7ROODN ZKDW V W
KDSSHQ LQ WKH 6WHOODU 6XUYH\ 'L\

<RX PHDQ EHVLGHV WKH OLIH VXSS
PLFURPHWHRULWH SXQFWXUH WKH K
+H NQHZ ZKDW VKH PHDQW 7KH WHC
REYLRXVO\ 7KHLQGDEQGLWNQDMCR]H SF
KDELWDEOH SODQHWY ZDV D FULWLF
VXFFHVV )RUWXQDWHO\ WKRVH IDLC(
UXQJ RI WKH ULVN DVVHVVPHQW VED
XQOLNHOLKRRG HDVH RI UHSDLU DC
ZRUNDURXQGV

$QG ZKDW ZRXOG FDXQHW KGWA K HX Q
KHU GULQN SODFHG LW EDFN LQWR
WKH OLG 6KH ORRNHG 7ROODN LQ W
VPDOO XQGHWHFWDEOH IDLOXUH FR

WHOHVFRSH IDLOLQJ" $QG ZKDW V WKH
VRPHWKLQX"ZDV R

$V KH XPPHG DQG DKKHG WKURXJK KLV V
KLPIR :LWK D VXEWOH NLFN DJDLQVW WK
GULIWLQJ DzD\ 7KDW V \RXU KRPHZRUN
VDLG DV VKH JDYH D IULHQGO\ ZDYH R ¢
QRW RQ D VWULFW ZRUN VFKHGXOH EXV
WKH URXWLQH VKH KDG FUHDWHG IRU KF
ZLWK 7ROODN ZDV DO®RKE Z D\XWRK WLPH
WKDW ZDV RYHU QRZ

, P VFKHGXOHG WR VWDUW SUHS MARKP R U
D WRXFK RI VDGQHVV +H KDG HQMR\HG
PRQWKV ZLWK -XQ DQG GLG QRW ZDQW L
PDWWHUHG VLQFH WKH\ ZRX0OG PHHW LQ
QR WLPH KDG SDVVHG PXFK OLNH LW GL«
F\FOH 7KDW WKRXJKW VSDUNHG DQRWK
WR D UHDOL]DWLRQ DQG ZDV D OLWWOH
FRPH XS LQ WKHLU FRXQWOHVV FRQYHU"

+H VWDUHG DW KHU LQQHQKHE ZKHDIHQYV |
+HU KDLU 'DUN 6WUDLJKW 3DVW KHU V
KH KDYH QRW QRWLFHG" +LV KDG JRWWF
PRQWKYV WKH\ ZRXOG VKDYH LW GRZQ IR
KDLU ZDV DQ DQRPDO\ RQ WKLV VKLS

DLW ZKHQ LV \RXU F\FOH" $UH \RX &V
WKURXJK DOO WKH SHUPXWDWLRQV RI S
SDWLHQWO\ ZDLWHG

<RX UH WRR ROG , DVVXPH WR EH VKL
WDNH SODFH RQ ERDUG +XPDQV DUH JR
DOO HYHQ LI RQO\ LQ IRXU PRQWK ZLQG
ZHUH UDLVHG E\ WKH URWDWLQJ YAWOD:
RI DQG LQWR FU\R XQWLO WKH\ ZHUH HL
FRQVHQW WR WKH FU\R SURFHVV 30XV

QHYHU EHHQ WHVWHG RQ FKLOGUHQ DQ
WR H[SHULPHQW RQ WKHP QRZ

7TKHUH ZDV LQHYLWDEOH DWWULWLRQ RI
6RPH IURP QDWXUDO FDXVHV URRWHG L(
WKDW VOLSSHG SDVVHG WKH SUH PLVVL
YHU\ IHZ IURP DFFLGHQWY EXW PRVW I|U
VXUYLYLQJ WKH FU\R SURFHVYV $00 WKL
DQG FDOFXODWHG ZHOO EHIRUH WKH\ Ol
F\FOHV ZHUH VWDJJHUHG VR WKDW WKH
SRSXODWLRQ UHPDLQHG HVVHQWLDOO\ |
WKH ELUWK UDWH ZDV DW RU EHORZ UH¢
SURWRFROV ZHUH IROORZHG WKHUH ZD
VA\IVWHPV RU UHVRXUFHYV

SDWULFN 5LOH\
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5XGH VKH VDLG VPDFNLQJ KLV DUI
ODXJKLQJ 6KH FDOPHG KHUVHOI % :

+RZ PDQ\ FAFOHV KDYH \RX GRQH"
-XQ KHOG XS KRUHUWD GH]

2QH" 6R \RX YH EHHQ DZDNH IRU "
ZLGH +H WULHG WR FRPH XS ZLWK D
KLP WR LW

$OPRVW IRXUWHHQ \HDUV DWUWKGV
JLUVW SUHSHZBMFRQG SUHS QRW VF
VKUXJJHG DQG VSXQ KHU OXQFK ER]
D VHYHUH UHDFWLRQ DQG , FRXO®Q
WKH RUGHDO RI EHLQJ JLYHQ GUXJV
SRLVRQ VKH GLG KHU UHVHDUFK 'XlI
FDVHV RI DQ DFTXLUHG DOOHUJ\ WR
RFFXUUHG LQ WZR RI WKH RQH WKRX
VHYHQW\ QLQH SDUWLFLSDQWYV %RW
VXFFHVVIXOO\ FRXQWHUDFWHG ZLWK
DQG UH HQWHUHG FU\R 7KDW SURWE
-HRQ , P D YLFWLP RI %D\HVLDQG/W
WR FRYHU WKH PHODQFKROLF DFFHS
\HDUV EHIRUH

7TROODN GLG VRPH TXLFNPHGBNKKD@GV
KDG OHIW XQVDLG +H PRVWO\ OLNH(
DQG VKHOGWMHO\ ZRXOG QRW VHH WKF
2K -XQ , P VR VRUU\ 7ROODN VDOa(
RXW WR WRXFK DQG KROG KHU KDQG
"GIJHWLQJ ZLWK KHU OXQFKER[ WR QI

6KH VKUXJIJHG DQG WKHQ PHW KLV JI
-XVW DQ XQOLNHO\ FLUFXPVWDQFH

&RPPHQWYV RQ ( $ ,VVXH

SRIJIHU %:

, UHDG &RGLHVW 7LPH RUHRMHD UL PN F
, GR ORYHVMRRQ@G FKLSV ,V LW EODV
NHWFKXS RKKWKH

7KH WDSH VFIHVQMH.RQ ,P SRRWQG GEH ZH
LQ 53*V 7KH *0 FDQ FOHDUO\ OD\ RX
13&ZLWKRXW WKH 3&V EHLQJ D B W
NHHSLQJ WKHP RQ WKHLU WRHV DQG
DQVZHUV RQ WKHLU RZQ

5<&7 0\OHV WKH ELJ ELJ SUREOHP L'
GRHVQ W FDUHWEEXW $SWDRVGVRDNLQJ
PRQHYWR HOOLQJ WKH VWRFN RU XVL

ODWKYV EH GDPQHG

FROODWHUDO IRU ORDQV DQG QRW IURF
RZQHUVKLS EULQJV

5<&7 /ILVD WKH 5HVLVWDQFH 7DEOH FRX
ZLWK UROO G DGGD\RE F PESDUWI\LW DJ

SOXV WKH RSSRVLWLRQ V DELOLW\ :K
SHUFHQWLOH VA\VWHP XVH WDEOHV ZLWK
WKLQN 7KLV FRXOG KDYH EHHQ D G |
JUDQXODULW\ RI SHUFHQWLOH V\VWHPV

5<&7 PH WKH GHIDXOWOATRADWEB SBDHSOCL
6\VWHF6 LV IRU HYHU\RQH WR KDYH WKH
WKH ODVW WLPH , UDQ LW , KDG D VLQJ
WDEOH VLQFH , NQHZ WKH VFHQDULR ZR
Gubzv <HV WKHUH LV D GLVFDUG SLOH

5<&7 -RVK DV PXFK DV , OLNH FUXQFKLC
I[IURP D JDPH GHVLJQ DQG DQDO\VLV SHU
DSSUHFLDWH WKH IRJ RI XQFHUWDLQW\
GLFH VA\VWHPV FDQ EULQJ

'\ODQ &DSHO

2Q0H NHAH®IHQFH EHWHANB@&DOO RI &WK X(
LV WKDW WKH IRUPHU LV EDVHG RQ IRON
H[SUHVVHV EHOLHI LQ LW WKH\&D.®® RAF
EWKXBKX¥RXOG EHOLHYH WKH H[DFW VDF
WKRXJK VXFK EHOLHIV DQG NQRZOHGJH
WKH\ PD\ EH SHUFHLYHG DV EDFNZDUGYV
EXW QRW PDG

O\OHV &RUFRUDQ

5HJDUGLQJ FRQYHQ@WGR®WRLQDOQYRQ VW
ZKHQ LW FRPHV WR RSHQ JDPLQJ RU WU\
, PQH ZLWK D VHW VFKHGXOH RI JDPHV ,
XS IRU

OLFKDHO &XOH

5<&7 0\OHV 7KLV FKDUDFWHU KDV ;;; D\
GHQLQJ WUDLW $UH \RX UHIHUULQJ WR
PRRQVKLQH"

(Ol
5<&7 5RJHU DP LV TXLWH DQ HDUION VW
WR P\ SOD\HUV WKH\ G UHEHO 2QH RI W
IURP :DWVRQYLOOH DQRWKHU LV FRQVL
ODWH :H XVXDOO\ JR YHRP RGRRRN W,RO O
VRPHWLPHV FDOO LW HBYU @K HXQ/ LRAQ UHPB F
D JRRG SODFH WR VWRS DQG RU P\ EUDL
WKLQJV IRU P\ PRXWK WR VD\

%DFN ZKHQ WKH\ ZHUH RQ D LVK VF

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ
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5<&7 PH EHLQJ D ORFDO \HV ZHOO

LQ WKH IRRWHUW ISWWKH Rl HDFK RI P\
QRW RQ %OXHVN\ DQG , GLGQ W VHH
FRXOGQ W UHDFK RXW WR \RX 0\ HPI
RI PAUVW SDJH VR SOHDVH GURS PH

JRU . XEODFRQ \RX FDQ WDNH %$57 V
WKH I[UHH KRWHO VKXWWOH 'XQ'UD&
EHFDXVH 6DQWD &ODUD &RXQW\ LV D
FRQQHFWHG ZLWK SXEOLF WUDQVLW

5<&7 OLFKDHO , IRU RQH XVXDOO\ :
FKDUDFWHUV IRU VHVVLRQV , ZR>
ORQJ FDPSDLJQV DUH XQFRPPRQ RXV
VLPLODU JDPHVY DQG WKDW PRVW SHI
FDPSDLJQV ODQ\ LQGLH JDPHV DUH I
SDUWLFXODU VWRU\ VWUXFWXUH RU
EH GUDJJHG RXW IRU WKDW PDQ\ VH)
WKHUH V DOPRVW DOZD\V D QHZ UX

, OLNHG WKH IDX[ SDSHUFUDIW DSSH

$YUDP *UXPHU
ODUYHO VXSHUKHUR FRPLFV KDG DW

E©7650DUYHO 6XSHU +HURHV 5ROH !
)$6(5,3

EO7650DUYHO 6XSHU +HURHV $GYS$ Q
VAVWHP

EOODUYHO &RRHFVDUYHO 8QLYHUVH
*DPHWKH GLFHOHVV RQH

EOODUJDUHW :HLV 3 DP®XFWOLRQURLF
5ROHSODAKB X RUWH[ LVK RQH

EOODUYHO®WYHO 0XOWLYHUVH 5BOH

-RVKXD .URQHQJROG

5<&7 /ILVD , ZRXOGQ WKBD\ MHKGOWH Y D (
DQG DWWLWXGHV DV PXFK DV LW KD
WKLQJV 7KH FXOWXUH' D QISUBIWAN MWX
PRUH PRGHUQ WKDQ PHGLHYDO DQG
OLEUDULHY VHHP QRW RXW RI| S @MDFH
¥DZHG GHSLFWLRQ RI PHGLHYDO FXC
ORRN WO $UMD U R&KLYDOU\ BRUFHU

5<&7 PH , GLG WHOO WKH SOD\HUV L
ZRXOG EH LQFRUSRUDWLQJ WKHLU E
DOUHDG\ GRQH VR ZLWK RWKHU 3&YV
VSRWOLJKW WR ,JJ% EHPOX WHK HWUAD K
DQG UHTXLUHG D PRUH GLUH WKUHD'
OHYHO XS IRU

, OLNH DQG XVH 97% /LIJKW 5DLO EX

$IWHU RQH RI WKH JXLOGPDVWHUYV FUHD
TXHVWV VRPH VQDUN\ YDQGDO WKHQ ZU
KR WKLV SHUVRQ LV D P\VWHU\ WKH 3&\
WR DVN DQG , KDYHQ W ERWKHUHG WR D
LV RQH RI WKH RWKHU JXLOGPDVWHUV

/ILVD 3DGRO

7DNLQJ GRZQ WKH L QMAUREHIRWE T HVOW \
VWUDLJKW IRUZDUG '16 WKH LQWHUQH
IUDJLOH 7KH PDVVLYH RXWDJH RI $:6 WI
EXQFK RI VHUYLFHV LQ 2FWREHU ZDV
H[DPSOH %UHDNLQJ GHHS VHD FDEOHV
EH PDVVLYHO\ GLVUXSWLYH '16 DQG SK)\
EH VFDOHG XS WR WDNH GRZQ WKH JORE
ORFDO QHWZRUNV FRXOG VXUYLYH 1RQ!
WKRXJK

:KDW GR JRPELHV FRQVXPH IRU HQHUJ\"
WKHUH V DQHDH HQHUJ\ JOLWFK WKDW |
IRU HOHFWULFDO JHQHUDWLRQ 30XV O
GRHVQ W JHW ULG RI VRODU ZLQG KRX)
DQG DOO WKH RWKHU ZD\V SHRSOH JHQF
EHLQX WVRKH JULG

$QG \RX DUH ULJKW DERXW DUW 1R PRU

5<&7 PH \HV LW ZDV D 7RGG )XUOMHU JD
, KDYH SGONQRZQ $URQHEA DQ\RQH HOVH

,Q56 MRNHUV GRQ W FRXQW DV VXFFHV\
IDLO DQ DFWLRQ DQG VWWO®XHDW® DYRPH
GUDZLQJ PDWFKLQJ MRNHU +RZ VXFFHV
GHIHQVH LQ FRPEDW LV D ELJ RO LW G|
H[SODLQHG SUREDEO\ SRRUO\ LQ WKH |
QRW RQ WKH RQH SDJHU

5<&7 $YUDP IHHOLQJ WKH EDWWOH OLQ
ORQVWHUKWIDKWY WKLQN , GRQ W ZDQW \
WKRXJK WKH HOHYDWRU SLWFK LQWHUH

%ULDQ 5RJHUV

5<&7 PH DERXW WKH 6XPPHU YGIMMHID O
DVNHG WKH SOD\HUV ZKDW WKH\ ZDQWH
ZHUH VWLOO DW D ORVV WR FRPH XS ZL\
WKDW , BERX@G UL

SDWULFN 5LOH\

4XDVLSVHXGROXGRJIQR\



ODWW 6WHYHQV

5<&7 $YUDP LQWHUHVWLQJO\ DGGL(
D G UROO VR G VXP WKH KLJKHYV
DYHUDJH UHVXOW WKDQ UROOLQJ G

EHWWHU UHVXOW YV +HUH V

G WL G WL G Wzl
5HVX G EHVW EHVW WDNH |
$YHUI

$GGLQJ ERQXV GLFH LV D FOHDQ zZD\
DQG \RX FDQ HDVLO\ DOORZ DGYDQW
PRUH ERQXV GLFH (YHQ ZLWK D IXQT
(DUWKGDZQ \RX FDQ DGG D ERQXV G
"[HG GLFH OLNH D G RU D GXSOLRD
WKH SRRO , DJUHH WKDW SHUFHQ@/OL
ZLWK 7KRVH V\VWHPYVY DGG D ERQXYV
UROO DORQJ ZLWK WKH QRUPDO GLF
D UH UROO EXW D ELW DZNZDUG WR

5<&7 PH , MXVW XVH *RRJOH 6KHHW\
KLWV PH OLNH DERYH , HLWKHU EX
XVHG VSUHDGVKHHW RU VWDUW D QF

-LP 9DVVLODNRYV

5<&7 /ILVD *UDQWHG QRW HYHU\RQ}
VFLHOQFPMLRQ MXVW OLNH QRW HYHU)\
ZDQWV WR GHDO ZLWK HQFXPEUDQFF
GLFKRWRP\ <RX FDQ FDUH DERXW Ut
WKDW WKHUH VKRXOG EH D VHQVLEO
DQG WUHDVXUH D FKDUDFWHU FDQ F
HQJDJH ZLWK HQFXPEHULQJ HQFXPEL
DQG GHWDLO H[LVW RQ VHSDUDWH V
RUWKRJRQDO D[HV (YU RQW ISDW IB
IRU KRZ PXFK UHDOLVP DQG KRZ PXF

JRU HI[DPSOH \RX FDQ FDUH DERXW V
WKDW WKLQJV EUHDN RQ D VWDUVKL
VLPSOH PHFKDQLFV GRZQ WR UROOL:"

WHOO \RX ZKDW LV EEROINW QVKHR I KDL U |
PD\EH HYHQ KRZ LW QHE GV HER FEWM

SULQW SXUFKDVH VWHDO D UHSODFHPHC
HQJLQHYV EHFDXVH \RX VNLPPHG WRR PD
HWF TKUBD DREWGDVWQG SRVVLEOH DGYHQW
ZLWKRXW FRQVXPLQJ KRXUV RI JDPHSOD

5<&7 5RJHU WKH ZD\ WKH 2XWHU 30DQH
KDV ORQJ VHHPHG VLOO\ WR PH 7KH RU
VHHPHG WR EH WR VKRYH HYHU\ POHMRU
EDVHG RQ PRVWO\ ZHVWHUQ KLVWRULF
(DUWK LQWR D PDS DQG WKHQ DOLJQ LW
/DZ DQG &KDRV WKH ODWWHU WZR FRQF
VSHFLIDQWDV\ VHWWLQJ ,I \RX KRPHEU
WKHQ \RX VKRXOG DOVR KRPHEUHZ WKH
H[LVWHQFH (YHQ LI \RX GRQ W KDYH *RF
DQG &KDRV \RX FDQ VWLOO KDYH JRRG
FKDRV LQ \RXU ZRUOG

5<&7 PH , GRQ W KDYH D JRRG DQVZHU |
GHVFULEH ZK\ , GRQ W OLNH FHUWDLQ S
, FDQ W GHVFUREBHK2ZKIRW R XYV , FRXOG JL
HIDPSOHV EXW , G UDWKHU QRW

57&7 $YUDP P\ KLJK VFKRRO GLGQ W KD
EXW LW LV SRVVLEOH WKDW LW KDV IHZ}I
QRUPDO FODVV 30XV , FDQ LPDJLQH Wtk
DFWXDOO\ [ EXW WKDW WKH LQ@WG®KG H Q
E\ VWXGHQWY ZKR ZHUH MXVW EDFNJUR)
PDWWHU WR WKH JDPH

OL[LQJ SRUWUDLW DQG ODQGVFDSH RULL
VDPH 3') FDQ UHDOO\ PHVV XS KRZ VRPH
SUHVHQW LW , UXQ LQWR WKLV SUREOH
FRPLFV WKDW PL[ VLQJOH SDJHV DQG GF
'LWK D FRQVLVWHQW SDJH GLPHQVLRQ L

PRVWO\ PDLQWDLQ D FRQVLVWHQW ]JRR
ZLGWK
SDWULFN =RFK

*RRG OXFN ZLWK WKH QHZ 6DOWPDUVK F
D SLQDWD VWRUH EH LQ D QRQ JXQSRZG
'R \RX KDYH WHD OLNH GULQNV" *LYHQ W
PDUVK , G H[SHFW WKDW VDOW ZRXOG F
KDUYHVWHG WKDQ PLQHG $QFLHQW 5RP
RU LQVXODH IRU ORZHU DQG PLGGOH F
PLJKW VD\ WKDW WKH SRSXODWLRQ ZDV
DSDUWPHQWY EXW , ZRXOGQ W FDOO W|
ODNLQJ WKHP PL[HG XVH ZLWK UHVLGHQ
FRPPHUFLDO %RRRXDWG QRW RQO\ KLVWRUL
IROORZV PRGHUQ #MRWIE@ED HRRB VL Q J

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ

SDWULFN 5L«
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A zine for EVER & ANON 8 by
Michael Cule
Of 3 Barratt Place, Easton Street,
High Wycombe, Bucks. HP11 1XS.
UK. Copyright 2025 a Michael Cule
E-mail: Michael.Cule@gmail.com
Phone 01494 535878
Mobile 07816101942
Hear me & Roger BW pontificate on
RPGs and other world shaking topics:
http://tekeli.li/podcast/
5HDG P\ % ORJ ZK\ GRQ2W \HR
https://room3b.blog/

THE
PHOENIX
NEST

FIFTY GLORIOUS YEARS!

You may have heard me mention this before but
DW 'DYH /QVDWIROUG KD\VEODAHKH\TUH QRW H[DJJH

RQ -DQXDU\ VW
in Reading, probably still slightly hungover from

, GLG ZKDW ZH FRXOGMIW GR LQ Wtk
DQFLHQW GD\V DQG , HQWHUHG WK
in a Google search. What it came back with was

the fact that the Soviet Union had (and Russia

stability as a government) nuclear powered

WKH 1HZ <HDUTTV (YH SDUW\ W KitkbzbkeWWhE fitdtRfuhWHich,wddxslled the

introduced to this strange new hobby. | was
advised to play a fighter for my first character.

| have only a few memories of that first, baffling
excursion into the underworld. The strongest of
those memories was the Ghost Ice Breaker.
There was a great ring corridor of ice on the first
level. (Why? We did not worry abouthyin

those days!) And sailing around it, a ghostly
icebreaker, cracking the ice and trapping those

LENIN. I got in touch with Roger (hi Roger and
WKDQNYV ZKR WROG PH KH FRXO0OGQ
of the ship but could find me a picture taken

from a scale model kit for the ship. Big chunky

looking thing from the 1950s. Helicopter on the

rear deck. Currently a museum ship in

Murmansk after a history of being too advanced

for the time and inclined to catastrophic failure

in the power plant area.

XQKDSS\ VRXOV ZKR GLGQTW G WRa¥alm@dhifReR tMrigGothppear mysteriously

corridor in frozen doom forever!

in the frozen ice off Canada during the current
tense world situation! Especially if it seemed to

7KLV GLGQW \rHorbPEticd/ut KddS S H Qe the Icebreaker LEON TROTSKY instead of

lead to my first encounter with a Gelatinous
Cube))

So | wanted to do a celebratory one-off scenario
and | wanted to have an ice-breaker in it.

the LENIN. Visitors from a parallel world,
Check!

Who would be investigating this and what would
they do with what they found? Well, | have a
long running NPC in one of my game worlds,
the god of Aegis the City called Uncle. He



UHFUXLWY pKHURHVY WR JR R X&ppéatae®prowikiéd b3 X aria0L Me-Hnay/tbl

and rescue people who are about to die and bring rescue the people on board a ship that was

them to the City to fill it and expand it. He falling between worlds and who would certainly

normally looks like Doc Cross (hi Doc!) an GLH LI VRPHRQH FRXOGQTW JHW WK
elderly American man in a bandana. During this place they were currently headed to.

adventure he also appeared as an elephant in

purple pyjamasand both the Leo G Carroll and The mission he was smuggled into was UNIT
Hugh Grant versions of Alexander Waverly. investigating the appearance of the LEON
8QFOH H[SODLQ WKLV DV EHLQ JROXFKWNFCanad@ah WaRis. L TOd t¥émn L Q
WKH QHXWURQ IORZY included the canon Whovian characters Dr

Martha Jones (still on the rebound after her
painful divorce from Micky Smith) and

Professor Malcolm Taylor (played by Lee Evans
in PLANET OF THE DEAD). And there were
two soldiers from the Canadian Defence Forces
too.

When they got on board the ship they found all

sorts of strange stuff going on due to the

Trotskyite Soviet Union trying to replace nuclear

SRZHU ZLWK D GHYLFH WR WDS SRZ
WKH ZRUOGY ZKLFK PDGH WKH VKLS
81,71V (DUWK fraz&ntentrdl Birclsy &f H
'‘DQWHYV +HOO DQG ILQDOO\ WR WK
of GURPS TECHNOMANCER where they got

WR VDYH WKH GHIHQGHUV RI 5XVVL
from being overwhelmed by the Giant Killer

Penguins with the rayguns and the Hive Mihd.

In the initial outline for the game all the _
FKDUDFWHUV KDG EHHQ UHFU X AW gfier hatynglgtadk ihenyto Aegisand
mission from various hideous deaths in various made his usual vague reassurances about finding
SODFHV 7KH\ LQFOXGHG 'DQ 'DRE®P? nathhgrmventzalr

had just sacrificed his life getting children _ _ .

evacuated from a failing space station. But A glp_rlous m|shm_aslh of fan service to several
eventually | decided this was overly complex realities and plagiarism unbound!

and had just one ringer on the job, ) _ _
JUDQNHQVWHLQYTV PRQVWHU x Q@ threg timesyithipeth my tegular groups
Deucalion Brown) who had been recruited from ~ @nd at STABCON and it got a bit better each
the Arctic Ice after ensuring his creator was dead fime. Drak had fun as Herr Braun swinging giant

and finding it difficult to die himself. penguins at each other. Pum and Simon Burley

both had fun as Professor Taylor. | think Roger
(Herr Braun has featured in my other games, GLGQTW KD YrasHerriBratirkbecduse
EHLQJ WKH DUW WHDFKHU DW W&K¥aSIRRQeRet9q § theapls pio\could
for Girls near Walmington On Sea.) have geeked out on the topic of nuclear

Icebreakers and his character only had

He was told he was going to go undercover with ~ kKnowledge of History and Classical literature.
an identity and a less repulsive than normal

! See illustration. From the book UNCLE by J P 2 Tekeli-li' Tekeli-li!
Martin.



I never wrote it all down and ran it out of the Alan as ESHAN, a Seven Mothers worshipping
stuff in my head and a few references notes. Let  Nobleman with a lot of social skills
this be its final appearance in any medium and

let less happy gamers envy the lucky few who Graham as VOSTOR a worshipper of the Lunar
saw it. war god Yanafal Tarnils with a dark secret.
7T+( :$< 2) 7+( :25/" Drak as JARATHIR another YT initiate with a

Big Sword.
, DP QRZ RQ WKH ERG\ VKULQNLSJ LOQMHFWLRQV

IYkar,y s SANDENE, a (fenale) scout/sniper
» PDAVHYHQ EH VKULQNLQJ VOL ‘]becam some people have to be different. But

1R VLJQ Rl WKH SRVVLEOH XQSUMWHYOQIREKREDY KOWLRXW QRW DV

ORUH ODWHU Pum as KEANUS another heavy infantryman

CUNNING PLANS AND OVER- folerance of e Red Goadets.
REACHING AMBITIONS

The Wednesday night group are well started in Non Player Characters In this Episode

their game at the magical Institute of Aegis.
They are discovering many things about the City

and (I hope) a certain amount about themselves. ?nd aéslave 'E Vostor's famllyhsmce he was
| think | fh going to start writing those sessions lve. Sent to keep an eye on the Young Master

up after | finish the Glamour campaign. and not let him put his foot in the politics. Too
late for that, as it turns out.

VISHI: A High Llama riding pygmy by origin

Montay nights are involving the LICTORS in _ -
cases of legitimacy of noble titles entangled with ~ THE JANITRIX A retired military hero, now

Dragons. There are Sinister Forces in the the manager of the Insula the squad is living

background one of which poisoned a monk at with.

the Magistraté table. There are pirates in Min

and more dragons entangled in that. A gaggle of youths including a woggle-
wearing twerp and GREGORY a furry hatted

They also discovered that all dragons are grey barbarian youth.

when immature and only gain a colour at

maturity. 3¥ou donf/choose your colour: your PHARNASTES:THE CHIEF OVERSEER: A

colour chooses you. very important (and much overburdened)
investigator.

When that$ not happening Chris, Jenny and
Hartley are playing a group of Japanese pilgrims
heading towards the Imperial Court in the reign
of the Emperor Kameyama. Early days yet but
things are already Weird.

Suspicious Internal Affairs officers, various
bureaucrats, bystanders mostly panicking.

)2/12:,1* *5(*25<-6 126( 4
GLAMOUR DAYS AND NIGHTS First, we brought Alan up to date on what his
character had been doing while the others were

Player Characters: investigating and heroically rescuing a trollkin.

*d, W>/E W KW> K& "W A %3 Z*a7-Aigustz2025 Two weeks after the last
this week. ME: Oh, yeah. game the GM having been poarly



Eshan had spent the early part of the day at the
Office of Detached Duty in a long, long queue
with every other detached soldier in the capital
who was trying to discover what they were
supposed to do next.

When he got to the front of the line, the lady
behind the desk (who looked as if she had aged
five years in the past week) said that there were
no plans to present anyone to the Emperor. At
last notice, the Big Parade had been postponed
for at least a week. "Come back in three days
and we will give out further dole tickets for your
stay then. If you want more information, the
Palace of Glad Rejoicing would be the place to
ask. Do not ask me again. It is not my plan. Itis
not my job. | am not going to tell you!" She was
shouting slightly by the end of that sentence.

The Palace of Glad Rejoicing was the office
concerned with large scale public events in the
capital. Despite knowing there was going to be
another long line, Eshan decided his duty lay in
getting as much information as possible. The
person at the desk had not yet lost his temper. In
an oleaginous tone, "This may be an inopportune
moment. Our plans are fluid. We have the best
minds working on it." And then he actually
focused on EshanWhichunit did you say you

are with?" Being told it was the Second Furthest
Foot, he left his desk and came back with two
people wearing black armour and severe
expressions.

"Come with us, please."

Eshan recognised them as a decurion and a
centurion from the Internal Investigations
branch(GRAHAM: They investigate your
internals. DRAK: Probably called the Company
of Interior Ligh) Not the Grey Troops from the
Cult of Danfive Xaron who patrolled the street
and kept order. These were the military's own
bunch of intimidating bastards.

They had no visible runes. Perhaps under their
armour.

They took him down some stairs. Dark stairs
with high treads so that he nearly stumbled on
the way down. They took him to a room where

there was one small window high above. "Wait
here," they said.

The table and the chairs were bolted down.

When they came back, they wanted to know
why he was going around claiming to be from an
extinct unit. "What right do you have to wear
that uniform?"

They were using the old 'good cop' ("It will be
better if you make a clean breast of it.") and bad
cop ("You imposters and fantasists make me
puke! Or are you trying to infiltrate the Imperial
Presence? Eh? Eh?")

Eshan responded with Extreme Patience having
seen that the two people were sincere in their
belief that he was impersonating an officer in
return for a bit of respect and some dole tickets.

DRAK: As much lentil soup as we can get away
with.

He produced his authorisation and transit pass to
bring the group to the capital.

He was asked if he had heard what has happened
to the Second Furthest Foot. A slightly tricky
question as he had been told but by a non-

official source: the Janitrix who was passing on

a message from Great Sister.

"l heard there was trouble... | saw a brown speck
in the distance..."

"Have you been spreading rumours?"

He asked them to enlighten him and poured on
the Charm. They looked abashed.

"There is an announcement being planned in the
near future. | am instructing you in the name of
the Emperor and of the High Command not to
discuss this further until the announcement is
made. It will not be good news for you and for
your comrades from the legion."

"Can | tell my troops?"



"Only that there will be an important
announcement which they should listen to."

They promised to inform the person at the
Palace of Glad Rejoicing that they had not
reported an actual imposter and that the remnant
of the Legion should be incorporated into their
future plans.

They let him go with further cautions about
spreading alarm and despondency.

(As a reward for Alan's patience he was allowed
to count the many, many hours Eshan had spent
standing in line to count as a chance to gain a
starting Bureaucracy skill at 1d6 + area bonus.)

When he got back it was after dark and Vishi
was the only person there.

"l suggest you get some sleep, sir. The others
have gone off to rescue a trollkin."

"There will be an announcement shortly,
apparently. About the Second Furthest Foot. I'm
not allowed to tell you more."

When dawn came it was Wildday, the Holy Day
of the Red Goddess.

There was debate about whether it was in fact
Wildday. Whether | had kept an accurate count
of the days. Matrtin insisted that this was the
second Wildday this week. Which was important
in calculating when they could recharge their
Rune Magic Pools.

DRAK: The Empire is tainted by Chaos. But not
that much.

| tried to figure out where we actually were in
the calendar. But there was a lot of confusion
and not enough records with me.

Somebody asked if it mattered and | said it did
to me. | promised to check all the records and
report back.

When we returned to the actual story, most of
the squad (with the exception of Sandene who
doesn't sleep) awoke from a deep sleep to the

sound of someone loudly performing masonry in
the vicinity.

This was a team who had come into the Insula to
replace the toilet seat on the ground floor which
had cracked and allowed nasty tentacle monsters
to snatch infants from where they were doing
their business. (See previous episodes.)

On being asked if they were also going to repair
the hole between two floors caused by the
escaping Undead Possession Monster (again see
earlier) the workmen replied that they were
stonemasons not carpenters. "Not my job,

mate!"

(The GM took a moment to complain about the
people renovating his bathroom and the
discussion wandered into whether the Lunar
Empire had guilds or unions or wh&M: We
Are All Us but only some of Us are Brothgrs

Over the merry sound of hammer hitting chisel
and chisel splitting stone, came the sound of an
Official Proclamation. Leaning out of the
window they heard criers "Hear ye, hear ye.
Here is a special announcement from the Throne
of Moonson. There will be a proclamation at
Noon at the stations around the City. Those who
have the honour to wear the Empire's uniform
should attend to hear it as should all those who
have no other duties. Be at the nearest
Proclamation Station at Noon."

VOSTOR: They woke me up to tell me to be
there at noon?

Vostor buried his head under all the pillows he
could find. Then a bowl of rice soup (congee)
was stuck next to his nose.

VISHI : Breakfast, sir?

VOSTOR: Vishi.... Not for another two hours.
VISHI: That will only give you an hour to
shave, bathe and get your uniform decent sir.
VOSTOR: Two and a half hours.

VISHI: Yes sir. I'll get started on cleaning and
polishing right now.

At noon, almost all of the inhabitants of the
Insula found they had nothing urgent to keep



them away from the announcement. All the
children were there including one earnest young
person dressed in a Moonson Youth uniform
(Complete with woggle).

GM: The woggle is desperately, desperately
mythically significant.

The announcement was that A Dreadful Defeat
had been imposed by the Cruel Trickery and

Evil Magics of the Storm Barbarians

(VOSTOR: Bastards!) and that at the Most
Sacred Occasion of the Consecrating of The
Temple Of The Reaching Moon They
Summoned a Ferocious Great Dragon which
consumed the better part of the gathered Priests,
Magicians and Soldiers and that several Legions
suffered Grievous Casualties and the Second
Furthest Foot is believed to have been wiped out
to the last man.

A wave of emotion passed through the squad.
Indescribable emotions.

VOSTOR: Hang on. That makes you the
commanding officer of the Second Furthest
Foot.

JARATHIR No he's highest ranking officer.
VOSTOR: He's entirely in command of all
that's left...

JARATHIR (Fiercely) You don't know that.
Some other survivors may still be around.

Keanus began to sing a dirge. (By GM fiat since,
as | said, Pum was away that week.)

The Official Announcement rolled on. Fresh
Legions were being sent to reinforce the
southern front. There would be a week of
mourning for the loss. All should wear black as a
token and avoid all public disorder. The theatres
and the Red Light District were closed. On the
day of the dark of the moon there would be a
great public mourning ceremony and then in a
week's time the Emperor's Military Display
would take place as a symbol of the Empire's
self renewal and the Condign Punishment that
would be visited on the barbarians.

There were whispered queries about whether
that meant them getting their medals was back
on again.

The young gentleman in the woggle came up
and expressed his condolences about the loss of
their comrades.

JARATHIR Death comes to all.
There were tears rolling down not a few faces.

Somebody in a different uniform than them spat.
He said that the parade would be a little less
glorious than it would have been because the
cavalry units from the the Eastern Front (the one
facing the horse nomads) were being recalled
urgently. "The Eastern Front wasn't in trouble a
few days ago. They don't want to announce two
lots of bad news at the same time. I'll bid you
good day, gentles. I've got a horse to saddle.”

JARATHIR Sir, how do we get transferred to
one of those units going south? After the parade
of course.

ESHAN: | was yesterday taken and interrogated
about impersonating the Second Furthest Foot...
JARATHIR You can do that sir. Especially...
ESHAN: They were going to sort out the
misinformation and the people organising the
parade will sort out what's going to happen.
VOSTOR: We'll need to requisition a new
Furthest Foot banner. I'll carry it!

JARATHIR | reckon they'll say: You lot,

you're a new legion.

GM: None of you have ever been present at the
founding of a new legion.

But those who were not Vostor had heard the
rumours of what happened at the founding of a
new Legion and how the legion banner gained
its guardian spirit by the sacrifice of the
champion recruit of the new Legion whose
blood went to dye the banner Lunar Red.

DRAK: Which is how you know it's magic
because otherwise we'd be marching behind a
banner of Imperial Brown



Eshan went off to have a word with the Janitrix
and the others became aware that a large number
of the Insula's children (though not, oddly, the
Moonson Youth woggle bearer) had gathered
around them.

A YOUTH : Scuse me, I've heard...

VOSTOR: Go on, ask us! Ask us!

A YOUTH: | have heard that you are monster
hunters.

JARATHIR No. We are Imperial Soldiers. We
just happen to hunting monsters quite a lot
recently.

A YOUTH: Wow. Thing is: it's his nose.

And here he pointed to the youngest, smallest
and most barbarian of their company. Wearing
the furry horned hat of a Char-Un barbarian. The
squad had become aware that there was a family
of Char-Un barbarians living in a yurt on the

roof.

JARATHIR No matter what you may say
about his nose, he's not a monster.
SANDENE Let's get the Humakti to check.
GM: The Humakti is nowhere to be seen.
JARATHIR He$ probably got some private
rituals to go through.

VOSTOR: Probably quite a few. So what is it
about his nose?

FURRY-HAT YOUTH 5: | smell bad things.
(Sniff)

VOSTOR: All the time.

GREGORY: No, only when they're there.
(Sniff)

VOSTOR: And what bad things have you
smelled recently?

The Furry-Hatted Youth gave Vostor a Look,
seemed to think about saying something and
then decided against it. And then he said: "Well,
there's this woman. She tells fortunes at the foot
of the stairs. She smells very bad to me."

VOSTOR: What about the people who lived
over thereTHe pointed towards the apartment
that had held the reincarnating Chaos
Possession MonsteiDid they smell bad?

5 His name was Gregory in point of fact.

GREGORY: (Goes into a paroxysm of sniffing
and coughing) think it's the same smell. | got
when | passed that room. | think it's the same
bad smell. | thought | should tell somebody. But
nobody wanted to listen. Because I'm a
barbarian.

VOSTOR : So you think you can smell
Undead?

JARATHIR No, monsters. Beast tribe people
can smell chaos.

VOSTOR : So you want us to go and have a
word with the fortune teller at the bottom of the
stairs because she might be a monster.
GREGORY: Well, yeah.

SANDENE How long's the fortune teller been
there?

The youths had a collective think about that and
said she used to be in one of the booths in the
market. But now she's doing her fortune telling
at the stairs for the past two days.

Which fit what the squad were suspecting.

Meanwhile, Eshan was having a word with the
Janitrix. She had no real idea what would
happen next with the remnant of the legion.

"It depends, dear. | was never an officer. | was a
centurion. | was in units that had some terrible
losses. The bureaucrats and the burial registry
people will get together and try to figure out
what's happened. | imagine they will want the
unit to continue. They'd want you to be part of it.
It all depends if some bureaucrat somewhere or
other has decided to do something different. You
could find yourself sent off to other places. If
you want to keep your people together I'd resist
being split up. I would say the logical thing to do
would be to use you as cadre for reforming the
legion. You and anyone else who might have
survived. Keep your paperwork. Make sure
you're not an inconvenient truth."

Eshan said the people who tried to arrest him
seemed more embarrassed than anything.

"Modest bureaucrats. A miracle."



When he told her they were Internal
Investigations she looked ever so slightly
impressed with him.

VOSTOR: Hang on. We haven't asked how
much they're going to pay us.

JARATHIR For monster hunting? We don't
even know it's a monster yet. | for one am not
going to just go and stab a fortune teller on the
say so of a snotty kid.

When the kids had told them that 'the stairs’
referred to one of the stairs down to Red Square,
the great parade ground in the centre of the city,
they took themselves off to get their fortunes
told.

The location's formal name was The Stairs of
Distraction.

They let the Officer know what was going on.
("Sir, permission to investigate a potential
problem raised by one of the kids.") When he
heard what was going on, he decided to come
along and help. (As they had feared he would.)

Jarathir was a little worried that the bureaucracy
was assuming that there were no survivors from
their unit.

They changed out of their best uniform into their
"casual walking around armour".

There were lots of people at and around Red
Square many of them selling black armbands,
black scarves, almost any bit of black material
which could be used to indicate mourning and
Jarathir had a fun time haggling for something
suitable. But his officer then came up and hit the
suppliers with his status and got something nice
for everyone. Jarathir moaned about how his pay
and allowances didn't cover living in the capital:
someone suggested he ask the Emperor for a
loan.

The Stairs of Distraction were crowded (but not
nearly as crowded as normal) with people doing
street theatre: even they were wearing black

arms bands. Dressed in a full set of black robes

8 What a very British sentence!

was a lady dealing cards on a small table and
telling people's fortunes.

The troopers took up position to keep the lady
under observation while Vostor tried to get his
fortune told.

He assessed her as best his relevant skills
allowed. His Insight (Human) didn't work, his
Game (to check if she was doing anything odd
with the cards) succeeded and his Scan which
succeeded very well (One percent short of a
critical). He became fascinated by the way her
hands flowed as she wove the cards into a dance
reminiscent of the stars dancing in the skies...

He stood there listening to her voice, too

quiet for the observers to catch and a short while
later he stood, she stood, folded her card table
and gave it to Vostor and took his hand to lead
him off somewhere.

The others, naturally, followed as she led him up
to the Hideous Zoo.

JARATHIR Vostor! Didn't expect to see you
here!

Vostor did not react.
FORTUNE TELLER: Excuse me: this

gentleman is with mé.
JARATHIR No. He's very much with me.

He punched her and the others started moving
very fast.

Jarathir gave her his best swing but missed.
Much more than he expected to miss: there was
something in the air or perhaps she was not quite
where his eyes were telling him.

DRAK: I'm as good at punching people as | am
with my medium shield!

As he swung past her he suddenly saw her head
as being a giant spider. The spider's maw opened
and bit hard on the passing fist. But she only

hurt her teeth on his armour.



The approaching squaddies saw her head change
shape but were too far away to take in the

details. Eshan arrived with Sandene trailing
behind.

Jarathir drew his sword and felt a wave of
malignant magic wash over him. He swung at
her and she dodged out of the way.

JARATHIR Witch!

And then Vostor snapped out her influence.
With an 01 roll he got a full explanation of what
the situation was, no confusion that Graham
didn't bring to the table. Oh and Vostor seemed
to be carrying her card table..

The soldiers struck at her and shortly chopped
her legs out from under her at which point her
head detached, leaving behind a legless rotting
corpse.

They chased the Giant Spider/Head up the stairs
scattering panicking civilians and causing fear
and perhaps some awe. The monster seemed to
be trying to get to the Hideous Zoo but was
chopped in two before making her planned
escape.

And then she called upon her god and Divine
Intervention took her away. As she reassembled

DQG WHOHSRUWHG DzZD\ VKH D%‘.\é

\RX PDQDJH ZLWK VR IHZ OHJV

Which was a Trickster Riddle based on the
Dodge skill and increased Vostor, Jarathir and

(VKDQYV ,OO0XPLQDWLRQ UDWLGQ,

THE LOCAL GUARD ARRIVING A

BIT LATE: Hello, hello. What's all this
then?

JARATHIR: Spider headed monster going
around stealing people's bodies. Again.
VOSTOR: You probably want to have a
word with what's his name...

JARATHIR: Chief Overseer Phranestes.
THE LOCAL GUARD: (Rolling his eyes
at the name droppind)m going to have ask
you lot to come along with me.

The forensic signs were complicated by all
the bits of the spider going with her to
elsewhere and the black blood on the blades
of two of the soldiers being from a body that
had clearly been dead for a while. The
other$ blades had ichor on them and so did
some of their uniforms.

They spent most of the rest of the day
explaining things to the authorities.

When he finally turned up Chief Overseer
Phranestes sarcastically asked them if they
had a licence to go around killing monsters.

Jarathir tried bringing up the sad news from the
South about their legion but emotional blackmail
washed off him like water off a duck's back.

Eshan hit him with a charm offensive but the
Chief Overseer just pointed out that 'protecting
the public from hideous monsters' was supposed
to be his job not that of a bunch of layabout
unassigned soldiers.

Despite this he issued them with a piece of
paper.

"The bearers of this are consultants with the
Grey Soldiers. If found in suspicious

taREESdR arfet thet But send a note to

me."

JARATHIR Sorry to have bothered you.
8 é)s all right. 1 was only sleeping.

S%' | don't understand what we did
wrong!
COP: You instilled fear in the general public by
swinging swords in the middle of a crowded
street!
JARATHIR We didn't hit any civilians!
COP: They didn't know that!
VOSTOR: What would prefer us to have done?
COP: Reported to me.
VOSTOR: What would have happened to me if
they'd gone off...
COP: | was suggesting you came to me...
VOSTOR: We didn't know it was a monster.



COP: Before going and finding out if it was a
monster you consult the law enforcement
authorities.

VOSTOR: If we reported everything people
told us you'd probably be very annoyed.

COP: Probably true but please bear in mind you
are amateurs.

VOSTOR : So because we're not paid to do it...
COP: You're not paid to do it because you're
not competent to do it. Among other reasons.
JARATHIR We probably should have shouted
something before cutting her down.

On the way back to the Insula they were stopped
twice by the Watch and Vigiles of the Sister's
Army. Jarathir thanked them for their service
and vigilance as sincerely as he could manage.
They were told to be on their way.

VOSTOR: Our problem is the Watch.
ESHAN: They're not a problem. They're on our
side. They just don't know it.

As they bickered, they heard the tromp of feet
and hooves crossing the street ahead of them. No
drums, no fifes. Just torches and silent marching
as the Auxiliary Legions returned to duty on the
Eastern front.

When they got back Keanus still wasn't back. No
one had seen him since noon. Vishi was worried.
But they allowed for his mourning and not
understanding his religious practices. And the
likelihood that he was drowning his sorrows.

GRAHAM: He's saying to the barkeep, whose
name is Dave, "Dave, they're all dead. They're
all dead, Dave."

(By this point the players had outrun the GM's
written plot. | had hoped | could at least get the
spider thing into the Hideous Zoo to pick up an
improved body from the monsters in there.)

The Char-Un child came down to them while
they were settling down and asked them if they
had found the monster (they had) and if it was
destroyed. (No.)

" The Spindle Hag is a title of Jalakeel the Witch, one
of the Seven Mothers of the Red Goddess. Also

VOSTOR: We may need you to find it
tomorrow.

JARATHIR How do you feel about working
with the cops? Just for future reference.
GREGORY Technically speaking we're not
supposed to be living on the roof.

The next day, they went on a walking tour of the
city with a sniffy child in tow. And his friends
who were along for the candies they could
cadge.

They picked up the trail near the Hideous Zoo.
There was a lot of sniffing. They reached the
park. Gbajii Park. The Park of Sevenfold
Enlightenment.

GREGORY: It's been here a lot.
JARATHIR That's where we first fought it.
VOSTOR: Was this where it was heading?
GREGORY: | think that wherever that is, is
where it comes in and out of.

He was pointing at the Temple at the top of a
small hill. .There were people around it doing
‘artistic things' (painting, dancing, reciting their
poetry) and behind them a walled temple
surrounded entirely by a grove of thorn trees.

And as Gregory took a close look at it he gave
the most enormous sneeze.

GREGORY: There's a lot of it (Chaos) about
the city. I'd be accusing a lot of people if | just
went by what makes me sniff.

He did sneeze a bit when Vostor was speaking
but did not outright mention the sensations his
nose gave him around that soldier.

Asking around among the local people, they
were told that the Temple was dedicated to the
Spindle Hag "It's very ancient. It was here
before the city was founded."

known as The Mistress of Black Magic; The Keeper of
Secrets,



And at that moment in time they heard a cry When Keanus came round he was woozy and

within the temple. It was Keanus or at least that's reported that he had been drinking with this fella

what their ears seemed to be telling them. who said he'd been with one of the legions and
singing songs about death and glory.

Jarathir turned to the most responsible of the

youths that were traipsing along with them and KEANUS: | was quite comfortable here. I'm
told them to go and tell a Grey Watchman. going to feel worse when my circulation starts
up again.

The others headed to the thorn barrier.
And then it was just a matter of explaining
They fought through the hedge of thorns (which things to the Guard. Again.
bristled at them in a manner that most plants
wouldn't). Vostor went for a mad charge straight  DISTRACTIONS
through, Eshan looked for a place where it was

thinner and Sandene went for Disrupting the DRAK: Making moonshine is a religious act

vines. amongst Lunar cultists.

All of that worked to a degree but it was their GRAHAM: How many people were there in our

armour and Dodge skills that saved them. legion. Because | reckon that about 10% would
have DI'd.

Jarathir used Cunning and went through the gaps

caused by other people going first. ,¥**<.6 7+ (0( GMs Everywhere Use

This One Weird Trick
Inside was an ancient circular temple built
around a pool. There was a statue of Jalakeel but | have very few GM tricks®
it was more recent than the temple itself.

Different stone, different style. | do like taking the chance to make the players

come up with background details. | offered them
They each made a Scan roll, Jarathir fumbled the chance to come up with societies at the
and went off to investigate the statue. Vostor, ,OQVWLWXWH JUHVKHUYV )DLU ZKLFK
having failed, followed him. The other two background while reducing the burden on me.
spotted where Keanus was tied to a pillar and This works best if they are setting up challenges
something was crawling around his neck. for each other. Inter-player rivalry works better

than pious stuff about co-creation.
GRAHAM: I've got a thrown dagger range of

20. | like to use whatever | have in the way of toys

GM: It is nestling right up against your WR DGG WR WKH WKUHDWY WR EKDL

comrade’s neck. going all handwavy and Theatre of The Mind on

DRAK But he's a death cultist. He wouldn't them.) Gary Gygax created a lot of the early

mind. DnD monsters out of what he had collected or
VFDYHQJHG 7KH JHODWLQRXV FXEF

Combat followed and at the end of it the Giant Actua"y does anyone know what Gygax used

Chaos Spider was finally, finally permanently for the first GC? | remember having great

d'ead.. Sanqlene struck it critically in the head to success using the stuffed toy duck | picked up at
give it the final coup de grace. It detached from g Convulsion as a giant chaos Duck that attacked
the neck of their comrade and fell into the sacred the puny miniatures representing the p|ayer

pool in two parts. characters. (I wonder what happened to it?)

8 TPPoE&A: Do ye think yer players would say that?
ME: The important thing is | believe it.



And never forget that time taken to go to the loo
is an ideal time to clear your thoughts and plot
where you are going next.

COMMENTARIAT ON E&A 7

MATT STEVENS: RYCT Me:  Thereis a

fair amount of material about The City in
various formats and | probably should go
through them all and try to reconcile the things |
came up with« But my number one unfinished
Thing To Do is to get a map of the present day
city done so | can start getting a sense of how
big things are and how much | have still to fill.

/I “A giant map of my fantasy world courtesy
of the New York State Sendt®ook! Envy! |

do wish | could figure out how to print maps
bigger than A4 at home. The recent Supreme
Court decisions being the ones that cancelled out
most of the Voting Rights Act?

PATRICK RILEY: Re Procedures:
Role-playing is suspended once initiative has
been rolled Oh, | wish«. My combats would

go so much more smoothly but nothing can stop
them acting in character when they think it fun.
RYCT Me: | donflike the idea of magic
being incompatible with electricity or nuclear
radiation. | do think you can have fun with
making the interaction of magic and some
scientific theories complicatedYk played with
varying the speed of light when the magic
returns and ffe seen settings where the people
who brought the magic back set it up to wreck
the technology that powers modern tech. (So
much you can do by stopping steam engines
working.) Roger has made radiation and magic
interact to cancel each other in a couple of his
campaignsRYCT PUM: | feel that the GM
distorting the playe$ perceptions has to be done
carefully. It can look like directly taking away
the player$ agency which they justifiably hate.

ROGER BELL_WEST: Re MISSION
IMPOSSIBLE: | donfthink youfi like them
but the mechanics of BLADES IN THE DARK
(which is essentially a criminal caper show with
an extreme setting) or perhaps (thoude Inot
read it and am going by wha¥é heard) the
LEVERAGE game which allow for flashbacks

and retroactively deciding what the plan was all
along would go well with MI games. They do
tend to involve stepping outside of character and
into the mindset of the WriteflRoom that you
have decried to me many a time and oft.

MYLES CORCORAN: | genuflect in shame

at the lack of spellchecking in my references to
you. // 1Ye recently had to expend a lot of effort
coming up with use name¥or the new
magicians at the Institute and a reason for
wizards to keep theifrue name$secret. Also a
semi-plausible explanation for whatgeue
namefis. Perhaps | was just unconsciously
protecting you from malicious mages? | wonder
how many curses have failed to connect with me
because people get my last name wrong? |
wonder how many times the difference was
made by the NHS having misspelled my middle
name when they entered it on the data base.

PATRICK ZOCH: Seven players? Aiiieee!
Great respect, fnow. But nonetheless Aiiiee! //
RYCT : JIM VASSILAKOS:  So say we all.

JOHN REDDEN: | read E&A on my iPad Pro
which gives me some of the sensation of reading
a paper A&E. // Yes, QUESTWORLDS is a real
game. When the name HEROQUEST went back
to the publishers of the boardgame and they
needed a new name for it Chaosium reused the
name of a RQ2 product for the updated version.

JIM ECKMAN: My incompetence at GMing
BUSHIDO is legendary among my gaming
groups. | tried twice and managed a Total Party
Kill twice, having not understood how much
deadlier one sixth level character was than six
first levels. Both times it was trying to run
VALLEY OF THE MISTS: if the introductory
adventure is like that | dofiwant to try anything
more advanced! The game system was entirely
too arcane for me and | could not work out why
anything was the way it was. | understood the
Budo/On split (my players still cride §

stealing the Budéiwhen someone elbows in on
the enemy they have softened up) but the basic
description of a person and the indirect way of
creating the stats you will actually use in game.
| love the setting but not with that system.



DYLAN CAPEL: The idea of mental damage
taking away mental capacity ttineeded for
something else could possibly work and the
visual representation (perhaps a grid that gets
filled up with ink you carflerase) would keep
the state of the charactgmind in front of the
player. It reminds me of the encumbrance rules
for MAUSRITTER where damage takes over
encumbrance spaces. (That had problems with
items and wound tokens skittering off the
character sheet when we tried it.) // | remember
the EdExcel from the last London Worldcon. All
the SF fandom in the world was not enough to
fill it.

LISA PADOL: Re NECROBIOTIC:

There$ a reason people set SF beyond the
immediate future. With enough stuff that has
happened and then been forgotten you can make
the most ridiculous stuff sound plausible.

PUM: | wonder if | should let some Evangelists
for Brian appear in The City. Thdylet anyone
set up on Temple Street if they can afford the
rental. But then the§e already got the White
Rat soaking up the desperatR¥CT Me:

My playersfpassion for Python worship is a
problem for all my campaigns. (In the Monday
night group it$ usually Danie$ fondness for
puns.)

AVRAM GRUMER: Re Prolix Game
Naming. 1t$ fashion, nothing more. | do wonder
whether you could meaningfully find common
factors among games that have one, two or three
word titles. (What does TRAVELLER have in
Common with NUMENERA? What does THE
PETAL HACK have in common with LORDS
OF CREATION) and what Games With Really
Long Titles have in common? Other than
pretentiousness?RYCT Me: Given John has
now told me he was planning the Word Of
Communication at the timefih more likely to

go for mystical explanations. (Or at least use
Jungian pseudo-science which is always good
for that sort of thing.

BRIAN ROGERS: Once again the
homeowners of the APA make me gl la
renter. Commiserations!

BRIAN C MISIASZEK: My sympathies for
the loss of your companion. My congratulations
for Lauren$ academic flourishing. May it
continue. // Thank you for pointing me to
Challengergequelq

JOSHUA KRONENGOLD: | fin glad to hear
you are taking beingat libertyfin your stride so

far and seeing it as an opportunity. May it prove
to be so. /RYCT Me: | have seen a number of
games from the 90s that got second editions that
somehow lost the fine careless rapture and the
pore thing the game is abdin late middle age
rewrites. And on the other han®¢ seen a few
that trash all the progress game design has made
to recapture memories of being young and
excited. No names, no pack drill.

JIM VASSILAKOS: RYCT TO MILES
CORCORAN: If ever a mis-jump took place in
one of my games | would not risk them jumping
into the space between the stars but find a
system within plausible misjump range and
choose that, making sure it was both interesting
to explore and possible to escapeYCT Me:

The diseases in Glorantha are a) caused by
spirits and b) capable of being cured by the
proper sort of magic. The Temple of Uleria in
the capital would have nothing but the best to
ensure health and hygiene. Except of course in
the event of infiltration by unauthorised Chaos
monsters«.

TIMOTHY COLLINSON: RYCT Me: |
bow before your greater experience.

| W gétting late and Bruce is
insisting | get to bed. So | will leave
you with

MY LAST WORD FOR THIS ISSUE:
Anosognosia

Which is the mental illness or
incapacity to recognise one is ill.
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Hi, gang. This is going to be a short zine. It is tempting to hold this installment back b
the XP Tally is starting to catch up with the campaign as it is being played.

In this Issue

x A Design Opportunity Giant Realms
x XP Tally for the Temple of Elemental Evil Campaign
X Nextish

A DESIGNOPPORTUNITY GIANT REALMS

| heard through the NorCal rumor mill that a mate of mine from high school/elaxg col
years has a project that will likely interest some E&A readers. Seth & | got in touth ab
it, and this is what he has to share about the opportunity:

Paid Game Designer wantetl GIANT REALMS is a Greek Mytimspired text RPG
ZKHUH XVLQJ SRZHU DWWUDFWV WKH DWWHQWLRQ R
XQFHUWDLQW\ DQG PD\KHP ,-P ORRNLQJ IRU D HVL
(a clear, usable character design/creation section) and help align those rules with the
JDPH:-V FRUH V\V W H Pbdsed #amé cuventi id the d&siyh\whase, in the
spirit of Zork, Eamon, and MUD1, with procedurally generated content and LLM-
supported actions. Targeting an initial deliverable 8 @eeks; notes and system-

design materials available for review. Apply / inquire by Jan 31.:
seth@giantrealms.com.

XPTALLY FOR THEOEECAMPAIGN

An installment in a series that explicates the experience point (XP) earnidgs of P
throughout my Temple of Elemental Evil (TOEE) campaign. For TOEE, we are running
Advanced Dungeons & Dragons (AD&D), First Edition. The PCs call themselves the Frc
Leg Gang. The XP tally for the Frog Leg Gang at the end of Session 19/s&essibn

20:

x Jack Ironhear{human paladin 2) x John Ironheartthuman cleric 1)
o Total XP: 2,751 XP o Total XP: 2,507
o Level 3 requires 5,501 XP o Level 2 requires 1,501 XP

o John can train to Level 2




x Ekim Gnimelf(wood elf thief 2) o New Moon can train to
o High Dex: +10% to XP Level 2
o Total XP: 2,099

X Fern(human druid 1)

o Level 3 requires 2,501 XP o Total XP: 2,388
x Ttam Gnimelf(wood elf ranger o Level 2 requires 2,001 XP
1/magic-user 1) o Fern can train to Level 2

o 1,527/1,527 XP x Amelie Atugar(half-orc cleric 2)

o Level 2 requires o Total XP: 1,782
2,251/2,501 XP o Level 3 requires 3,001 XP
x Dame Sonya Ravenclayhuman x Omar Atugar(half-orc fighter 1)
cavalier 1) o High Str: +10% to XP
o Total XP: 2,582 o Total XP: 2,034
o Level 2 requires 2,501 XP o Level 2 requires 2,001 XP

o Sonya can train to Level 2 o Omar can train to Level 2

X Lady Moira Ravenclaw(human

_ X Gobi(gnome illusionist 1/thief 2)
magic-user 1) 0 High Dex & Int: +10% XP
0 High Int: +10% to XP o Total XP: 2,178/2,121
0 Total XP: 2,549 o |2/T 3 requires
o0 Level 2 requires 2,501 XP 2 251/2 501 XP

o0 Moira can train to Level 2

X Ko To Tazspirit folk monk 1)

x New Moon (elven bard 1) o Total XP: 0
o Total XP: 2,534 o Level 2 requires 2,251 XP
o Level 2 requires 2,001 XP

SESSION 20 HARVESTER 3

The party began the session by opening the chest found behind the illusai: basili
There were two garottes, two vials by themselves, & a leather case withssixigls.

Taz opened the glass vials & determined that they smelled poisonous. He then
determined that one of the separate vials was acid. The other, when dabbed on his
finger, briefly made a claw appear. A fear spell on the door forced Ekim toaak b

down the tunnel where he discovered a pack of ogres exploring the tunnegj leackn

to the ruined tower, th@ & V- WHP SR UD U\ E DNeHvelde®Rshiit thd®dackeR Q V
door & the party waited for them to leave, which they did. The party madeck tma

the tower with the chest, loot, & a petrified New Moon. Hawihgs 1HZ ORRQ: -V V\
the trap door, the party rested for the night. During the first watch the ravens that
URRVWHG RQ Whate &r&tkatdd a\padyRoR12 brigands approached. Fern
cast entangle as the brigands approached within 30 feet. Ttam & Ekim dinede

them & Gobi casts an illusion of flowers releasing clouds of poisonous pollen. The
brigands were all killed before the spells ended.

2



The PCs looted the bodies & dumped them down the hatch before sleeping the rest of
the night.

SESSION 21 HARVESTER DECEMBER 28, 2024)

7KH SDUW\ FURVVHG WKH ULYHU Z(hwhe bage) ovf Haea3t8r |
6 without incident. THE D P O HW - V pbtAh taptlredWirigbinds in the cells beneath
the Church of St. Cuthbert. The party brought New Moon to Burne, who successfully ca
dispel magion him, curing New Moon of his petrification. The PCs then told Rufus &
Burne about the prisoners.

The Froggers sold their loot to the trader, Rannos Davl, for 1dl@%mces (gp); with
the collected coinage, the amount is 3,027 gp for 275 gp per PC. In addition2@3he
XP for the gp-value obtained at the ToEE, the Froggers earned XP for nigfeas.

Ekim, Sonja, Gobi, New Moon, Ttam, Taz, & Amelie contributed to the demise of the
black pudding, which was worth 2,120 XP (302 XP each). Defeating the brigands
earned the PCs 1,145 XP, or 104 XP to each PC in the party.

Ttam began training for Level 2 in both his classes, Fern trained his rats, & the other P(
kept themselves occupied for two weeks.

On Harvester 21, the Froggers returned to the ToEE, a three-day journey. The PCs
GHFLGHG WKDW WKH EUL JHad€sl tRebhDo@G idaut -of thé kempldfoy W >
which they were ill-equipped & opted to enter from the ground floor instead. Tine ma
entrance to the ground floor consisted of two huge double doors bearing runes & a
powerful ward that not all PCs could overcome. Therefore, they sought entsydea a
entrance, the doors of which lacked arcane wards. The party lit a bonfiresatiaen

door until it was weakened enough to break down. The PCs noted that theeyvivé&
lewd murals along the walls. A passageway led north, containing) 3bqillars.

Natural light through stained glass windows dimly illumined the temple. Ther@Gs fo
marble altar in the shape of a human & covered in blood in the main room. Broken
crystal containers surrounded the altar. Among the shards, Ekim spied a bebékn cry
dagger and filched it. Near the altar, a set of stairs led down. Theygso found an
empty well/hole that was about 80 feet deep. There was a dais behind the altareat o
end of the temple with large colored squares around it. [We stopped the garador
time.]

End Sessions 2821

As | pointed out lastish, the Froggers are in desperate need of cold, hard coial Sever
of the PCs are eligible to train to their next level but funds have prevented itior Jo
Sonya, Moira, New Moon, Fern, & Omar. This could be the consequence of having so
many PCs. The PCs are also butting up against the AD&D convention of notibémg ab
earn additional XP after reaching or exceeding the amount needed to léhieh&
returning to a haven$' '-V H[SHULHQFH UXOHV GR DOORZXZPRQH
before gaining a second level (that is, just shy of gaining two levels at once), but there
are contraindications in the text that suggest the method that | use. Acknowledging that
this might be a bu@ rather than a deliberate design featup¢d1 QV XL QJ IURP *\JLC

famously abstruse & contradictory writing, | will reread the XP section of the DMG &
3



reconsider this ruling in the future. As it stands haw, L Q F @llo® PIC3 td\kBep

earning experience up to 1 XP from a second experience level, even iethayto a

safe locale. | also see that | lost some XP records for Ttam Gnimelf somewhehealong t
way. % RWK P\ QRWHV 7LP:-V KDYH 7WDP WUDLZtte XS
tally below shows Ttam as around 400 XP short of advancement in each class.

x Jack Ironhear{human paladin 2)
o Total XP: 3,130 XP
o Level 3 requires 5,501 XP

x John Ironheartthuman cleric 1)
o Total XP: 2,507
o0 Level 2 requires 1,501 XP
o John can train to Level 2

x Ekim Gnimelf(wood elf thief 2)
o High Dex: +10% to XP
o Total XP: 2,848
o Level 3 requires 2,501 XP
o Ekim can train to Level 3

x Ttam Gnimelf(wood elf ranger
2/magic-user 2)
o 1,868/1,868 XP
o Level 3 requires
2,251/2,501 XP

x Dame Sonya Ravenclayhuman
cavalier 1)
o Total XP: 2,582
o Level 2 requires 2,501 XP
0 Sonya can train to Level 2

x Lady Moira Ravenclaw(human
magic-user 1)
o High Int: +10% to XP
o Total XP: 2,549
o Level 2 requires 2,501 XP

Nextish
Comments on E&A #8 (maybe catch-up on #7, too)
ToEE Play Reports & XP TalK RSH OLIH LV WUHDWLQJ \-DOO

0 Moira can train to Level 2

X New Moon (elven bard 1)
o Total XP: 2,534
o Level 2 requires 2,001 XP
o New Moon can train to
Level 2

x Fern(human druid 1)
o Total XP: 2,388
o Level 2 requires 2,001 XP
o Fern can train to Level 2

x Amelie Atugar(half-orc cleric 2)
o Total XP: 2,463
o Level 3 requires 3,001 XP

X Omar Atugar(half-orc fighter 1)
o High Str: +10% to XP
o Total XP: 2,034
o Level 2 requires 2,001 XP
o Omar can train to Level 2

X Gobi(gnome illusionist 1/thief 2)
o High Dex & Int: +10% XP
o Total XP: 2,552/2,495
o | 2/T 3 requires
2,251/2,501 XP
o Gobicantraintol 2

X Ko To Tazspirit folk monk 1)
o Total XP: 681
o Level 2 requires 2,251 XP
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E\ 3XP $.$ 3DXO +ROPDQ
-DQXDU\

(PDLAGXP#3XP RUJ

+DUURZ (1*/$1"
'HE KWWS 777 SXP RUJ

SHEFHQWO\ , KDYH PRVW(

« FRQWLQXLQJ ZLWK WKH HDUOV
QHZ :HGQHVGD\ HYHQLQJ *8536 FI
+LJK :\FRPEH 53* JURXS :H DU}
PDJHV ZKR KDYH EHHQ *UHFUXLRNI
ODJLF LQ WKH FLW\ RI $HJLV V
WKRXVDQG JDWHYV ‘H DUH JHV
EHJLQQLQJ WKH ILUVW WHUP

VHVVLRQV GXH WR LOO KHDOWK D

OLFKDHOYV :LQWHUYDO JDPH ZDV
[PDV DQG QHZ \HDU ,W ZDV TXLW
JDPH WKDW WRRN XV IURP D 5XV\
WKH IURJHQ QRUWK Rl &DQDGD W
DQG RWKHU IXQ SODFHYV

W EHLQJ -DQXDU\ , ZHQW XS WR
DQG D JRRG WLPH ZDV KDG GH\
$IWHU KDYLQJ P\ EUDLQ D OLWIN(
QHZ JDPH WRURMW\WQ\)ULGD\ HYHQL
WXUQ LQ HDUO\ GXH WR EHLQW W
JUHDW WUDLQ MRXUQH\ BDWXU:
6F\WISHULFBDDQDWH 7KH )DUQSGWY, &
$ SDUWLFXODUO\ |IXQ@ CSIQDW IR BC
&LWADV WKDW , VWXPEOHG XSRQ
EHHQ DQ HDUO\ SOD\WHVWHU RI \
ZLWK WKHP WKHUH ZDV PXFK FRF
GLIIHUHQW ~

7KLV ZLOO
VXEPLVVLRQ

EH D UXVKHG DQG
DV ,fYH KDG D VWL
GD\V ZKLFK ,fP VWLOO QRW IXC
‘"HGQHVGD\ HYHQLQJ JDPH LV Q
DQ\ZD\ GXH WR RXU KRVW EHLQJ

&RPPHQWYV

$V SHRSOH KDYH EHHQ PHQWLR
PHQWLRQ WKDW , XVH WKH 5HDG(
RWKHU 3')V RQ P\ $QGURLG WDE
JRRG

&ODUN 7LPPLQVSDUWLFXODUO\
SLHFH RQ WKH SUH KLVWRU\ RI (O

SDWULFN 5L%4&70 UH 86 '"HEW &H

*RRG SRLQWYV RQ 3& SHUFHSWLRQ
*0 DQG XVLQJ LW WR SUHVHQW
GLIITHUHQW SOD\HUV

5RIJIHU %: ,,5& VRPHRQH UHSRU'
OLVVLRQ ,PSRVVLEOH VW\OH JDP!
EDFN PD\EH \HDUV DJR , WKLQ
%ULDQ SRJHUV

5<&70 QLFH LQLWLDWLYH V\VWHP LGH
DVFHQGLQJ RUGHU DQG UHVROYH LQ G
JLYH IDVWHU FKDUDFWHUV DQ LQLWLD
VORZHU 1 3&V EXW DV \RX VDHGSURED
IRU TXLFN VPRRWK SOD\ ,GHDV OLNE
ZRUWK EHDULQJ LQ PLQG ZKHQ UXOH P
D PRUH DGKRF LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ PL.
VPRRWKO\ , ZRXOG WKLQN WKDW PR’
ZDQW WR FKDQJH WKHLU FKRLFH RI DFV
VORZHU RWKHUV GR EXW RQ WKH LQ
ZKHQ VRPHRQH ZLVKHV WR DOORZ WK
FKDQJH WKHLU SUHYLRXVO\ GHFODUHG
RQ ZKDW D VORZHU 1 3&V ODWHU GHEFC
DYRLG WKH SRWHQWLDO VORZQHVV RI
GHFODUH LQ RUGHU EXW DOORZWRLFN
VORZHU RQHV

-RVKXD .URQHQJRRGU\ WR KHDU DERX
HPSOR\PHQW ZRHV DQG EHVW ZLVKHYV
HPSOR\PHQW

$JUHH ZLWK \RXU FRPPHQW WR /LVD
VKRXOG EH XVDEOH HYHQ LI \RW UH WH
MXVW KDSSHQV WR EH WKH PHWKRG \
PDNH \RXU WUXH SRLQW 21 FRXUVH C
XQWUXH WKLQJV \RXU WDUJHWUPD\ RQ(
D VKRUW ZKLOH DQG FRPH WR TXHVWL
ODWHU

5H 3PDNH DQ ;<= UROO" WR PH LW FDQ
S30DNH D VDQLW\ UROO" SOD\HUW 30DGH
WKH\ VXFFHHGHG DW LW J/LNH VRPHR
PDGH W MXVW LQ WLPH" WR PHDQ WK
DUULYHG % XW \HDK FRXOG EH ZRUGHC

-LP 9DVVLODNRB<470 WKH JUDSKLF\
GUDZLQJ WDEOHW , JRW LV D 8*(( 8 |
W LV D LQFK WRXFK VHQVLWLWR VFU]
P\ :LQGRZV 3& ,W KDV D SUHVVXUH VH
WKDW GRHV QRW UHTXLUH D E@GWHU\
VHHPV WR ZRUN ILQH ,TP QRLWUWUVW
MRWWLQJ GLDJUDPV LQWR WKHL®ROO
ZRUNHG ILQH , FRXOG GLVSOD\ DQG G
WDEOHWRS RQ WKH WDEOHW RU GLVS(
PDLQ VFUHHQ DQG PDS GUDZLQJ RQ WK
ELW OLNH DQ ROG IDVKLRQHG VFUHHQ
7KH RQO\ FRQ IRU PH ZDV , ZRXOG OLNF
DQG VSDFH IRU LW

5H )8&5&21 DV RQH RI P\ WHH VKLUWYV
VD\V 3'RQ W JURZ XS LW V D WUDS ~

t++ (YHU\RQH HOVH 53%(%1& +

14

KWWSV ZzZzZZ XJHH FRP GUDZLQJ PRQLWRUV

3XP

3DJH R



II) *

%

%

& %

%

Session 1: @elcome to Saltmarsh

/O "

o D

Arael Yexwood <: =
3 0
&

Bareas @lillelm < ( =

Cassian Dawnguard <: |
# 0 !

(

Erocaryn Stonegather <
# A 0
Z

Juan Quixofe <? =
# A 0
B n

Lux Cantata <C =
1 0
1












? A 7 3
& "
" ;
7&
" J
(
7&
7&
1
@ %!
- R ' "
D(> !
A !
+ Q !
!
"N & " N ?
Q ( *
& (
!
D |
! C
| $ ))&
- %), +- -, .
% ! "
Q I!
|
[
1 |
"E " % !
" +
L
n" Q
& #
E "
? &
L



! |

]

| |

] m
< n
= |

< $ | . = #

! "

) N,
[
!

7&

7&

>3111*



/0

! % &
I #
(
! #
| *
I !
# I I
*
* #

#
0 01 177 *70



& !

?#

0;% %<

0;%

00<






/KH

DKIOHVWRK

ODQLIHVWI

7KH \HDU VKDOO EH P\ \HDU DSYHWFHAWLYFHWRY R YW DKAWLYH OHWWH
WKLV H[SHULPHQW , VKDOO EH DKWH{5S WEKDRWS XEHOQM K \I B D KEFHW 5D WH Q
VKDOO ZULWH OHWWHUV RI FRPPPARWW WR HRW KRP UD ERRNMY DXWHKR UV
DQG SHRSOH ZLWK ZKRP , ZDQW WR RRUY HHAMSRD/GKR RQ JWRRZKR\P

3'HDU VLU RU PDGDP ,W KDV UHHRRQWOK OFRE'H WR P\ DWW

(DFK OHWWHU , VHQG PLJKW EHDKRQM V@®HRMHYENHY YV, VXH WH EXW GR QR
VKDOO QRW EH FRQV.DEHWH\GWIRFHKIIW. \RVBKIAHVWRRS OO EH WLWOHG DC
QXPEHUHG VHTXHQWLDOO\ ZKHQ WH®WHGIRW )XY BMKIBNK DIVHHD Q@ RWS/EXUHH

VKDOO UHPDLQ POHKUBD HOWHWRRISBIZ KROH VKDOO EH FRQVLGHUHEGIDRBLVWL

$ FRUUHVSRQGHQ]JLQH LV QRW WKH $ DPMW WK URLIQBIVF R FCSHM. WHHW JD. @K P E
E\ PXOWLSOH SHRSOH HDFK VHQW RWRL R Q/ D@0 B LW/IFU ISE ¥\F WR R UNKRIOR
FRQVLVWLQJ Rl SDUWV VHQW LQERQGHQL GRFWRBBVIWHVHARQUREHU RI
VLQJOH SHUVRQ HDFK VHQW WR DD\WLSXE B LFDRLISR G W GRGL S RAW HBXW L
FRQVLVWLQJ RI SDUWV VHQW RIXKMDBIVEG/ R BREW WADWHHW IRH IRUP RI RSH!
WR PXOWLSOH UHFLSLHQWY UDWKGIO WH\DHU B H/ MQKIDDWM RISIW L R QHIRW 7, UKK
6XFK PDWWHUV VKDOO EH FDOOHG 7LP +HOOR 7LP

7TKHDKIOHVWRPHWIHVWR VKDOO VHUYH DV DQ H[DPSOH RI
+HOOR 7LP

$ FRUUHVSRQGHQ]LQH LV DOVR QRWXYHFWYKWDUILP®LJIK S HH LGOQRH UBNRKO W |
ZKROH2RQO\ WKH LQGLYLGXDO LVVXHWKHYWHRXWEZ BB U K HNHQBDXD/Y O
HOVHZKHUH 7KDW LV WKH GLIIHUHRFUHESR DISHQ D GH \DWGL B XARIO® H F W
FRUUHVSRQ®KQPHIMW RPEHW VKDOO EH D GLVWULEXWHG FRUUHVSRQG

|, DW VRPH SRLQW GHRLGHVWRMBSE®BRPOHFWHG FRUUHVSRQGHQ]LQH
ORQJHU EH FRIMIOHVWRASHBROOHFWHG FRUUHVSRQGH QI HDVBAMOH L
$57 RU :H $OVR 5RWH 7R :$57 LV :WHKH FFR X \§¥ 6 VS D-UHW B\ER) D EDW D
FROOHFWHG FRUUHVSRQGHQ]LQH FRWO BEHURQWLEGHIHIGGDR JH QL QUK F
DQ\ JLYHQ LVVXH (IKAK :DVIMXSHXEDLVKHG VKD O:® KIRGIYMRP SNVXHV RI

I \RX DV D IDQHG RU RWKHU U HF DRL HOWB KF @ R R WH B\SRRE XEIOIMLQHTV O
FROXPQ RU DQRWKHU IRUXP2SHUK IRI/X B Q2DRID @ KIDQUHOLKVCHYFH RRU EQILQLW
DSSUHFLDWLRQ <RX DUBKKEBS$WRFRSMKEHUD YW HQWLRQ DQG DZDUHQHV

3HUPLVVLRQ JUDQWHG WR UHSULQW RU RWKHUZLVH FLUFXODWH D

7R UHFHLYH D@ KMVHEHWVRWPEHEIG WKH 8V XDO
7:0



KHOSIDKIOHVWRMNHI LWV SXEOLF IRUP I \RX PRERRPK I\UR\VQRRAD SREO LV
OHWWHUFRO RU DV DQ LWHP RURKROSP QU RN LN DR/ FREQWB RU RWK
H[HUFLVLQJ \RXU 5RVFRH JLYHQ ULIDKWOH ¥RRPIBHUP D WHWMRIUPL R X DU
KRZHYHU NBKBQIQUW BPBHRUHW <RX DUH NHHSLQJ WKHHQ®RWR XM B MWLR
HQFRXUDJH \RX WRISKEWREBSRXU OHWWHUFRO RU DV DQHPRRP HRYGFRW
%XW WKHUH VKDOO EH QR JULHYDQREVVRE\JPNHNAIHR)X FUBRNG2D\R QRW
SOHGJH

$V D IDQHG LI \RX FKRRVH WR QRWOSKXNEOR P RRBQ LDDFHQMITY OHWWHUF
RU FROXPQ \RX PLJKW FKRRVH WRQMHPRIQQJHR UWPH QMARIEVY EPH DV L
SXEOLVKHU2LQ D :H $OVR +HDUG )URNH®XL\WWD L, Y X\RSR Y H HVHKBW FY VL QJ \
5RVFRH JLYHQ ULJKWV ,I \RX FKIRRRWVH WR %RDWVXH & KB\ RS WR Z

:DKIOHVWRER®SOW EH SXEOLVKHG E\ %ODVWHG +HDWK 5F

2WKHU DFWLYH2RU FXUUHQWO\ LQDRW L Y:B®] B W VWiHRHREW NV HP R UK MWQ EQ K)G
OHWWHUFRO RI LWV RZQ" :LOO R @P EH QDD G/HO W R VWRIRIEGY 8 Bl &/QV B BW R E X\
3HUPLVVLRQ KDV EHHQ JUDQWHG W FOM WHMWWRIRIBRRIP B & W XYRVQMG LQ SDI
VXEVHTXHQW DLK/NOHV WRPSHHVSRQVH VKDOO WDNH DR UPHVQ REKDHW LV V X
/JHWWHUKDENV VKDOO RQO\ EHFRPHIDZDOD\N EOWWEH RWRIKVSREOHVKHG LQ
DQRWKHU IDQJLQHTV OHWWHUF ROHR B IDYWH DWKIHWUHIPI RW WRROXPQ G, WKLV
JRRG LGHD IRU PH WR VHORKIUKNNW RFMRBRBV IRHVSRQGHQWYV E\ ZD\ RI FDU
SROLF\ DPHQGPHQWY VKDOO EH DIMKIRXYAREEKUDQ ILWWXH RIKDOO EH F
DQ RSHQ OHWWHU LI LWV 7LP +HOOR 7LP

7KHDKIOHVWRPOHIHVWR VKDOO EH GLVWULEXWMG LEDXWRD® QRI WRQSXEE
DPDWHXU SUHVV DVVRFLDWLRQV WHKHDQWV KIDWWHK B WEHRQ H. (ORI, ®HF & RO B I W
S5HILVVDKMEO XH ORRQ 6 SHFNMDOQ SHDFH *X\ + /LOOLD®LEXW, MGV R CFX D
UHFLSLHEW\BWRI $PDQG NQRZQ VFLHQFH ILFWLRQ FOXEGNVDURKRBIDWKH 2
&ROODWRUV 2IILFLDO (GLWRUV RWE HUIDSIDMHOE LWKADUWLE YW ROUY/O BHG FD
UHSULQW RU RWKHUZLVH FLUFXO RWWRDW KHE UVUHIDLE X WAH & B HWIDFRLLS Bl @'
3HUPLVVLRQ KDV EHHQ JUDQWHG

7KH 6WI $PDWMXWH 'HFHPEHU HGLWLRQ WKODRIBMKWY WHEXQ\G DD MWQGH
REDKIOHVWRPYHNOUHDG\ FRPPHQFH:® KBG HOWRRBPKR FRRIQWLQXH IRU RQ
\HDU VKDOO EH WKH \HDU

7KLV , SOHGJH

%ODVWHG +HDWK 5RZ
':DKIOHVWRPSHU
32 %R] ODGLVRQ :, 86%
5XD GH *HU]DW 7DtGH 3RUWXJDO
NDOHO#ZHOO FRP
ORELOH DQG :KDWV$SS
)D[




- DKIOHVWF

_ -bQ

6LQFH PRYLQJ WR 3RUWXJDO LQ O D W®J2FWPREHQYYROYPWPHRWHISID EHH Q
SOD\2DQG RQOLQH LQWHUDFWLRQV 7RIHWEKLH ZHRWRG D H ¥ VWLKD W KA K HQ HLFIN/
)DQWDV\ JDPHERRNV ZHUH WUDQV ORWWIE ISXW A LAKKHRG HQQPRBUWXE\ 3R
ZKRVH RIILFHV ZH GULYH SDVVK\RW SVKHZZBZ\SRRVERHWRWRUD SWWPRWLF
GH UHJUHVVR H WX HV RSKIRFRIWHG WKH V2KUHLAV IY REDIXPRI D O0R QWD QKD

ODVPRUUD ,QDEGQIDEDGH GRVIRUGPYWNOI SXUFKDVLQJ WKH WKLDG ERR
3DSHODULD LQ 3yYRD GH /DQKRVR QBDRRBXKMVKRPWKBQGUWHAY ERRN WR
SUHVHQWYV $V , WXUQ P\ DWWHQMIEERIJWWR QRD UDR GU MPKOHJ DO\QYXDQJ W
3RUWXJXHVH DQG UHDGLQJ YDULRXW Q@RWSTHIM ZR WDNLG) P ZLOVK @HW X W F
DOVR XVH WKH JDPHERRNV DV D OHDUQLQJ WRRO

, GLGQYW JR WR /LVKROVIRW 5RODWERRDB $WWG RI 2FWREHU EHFDXVH ZH
,IYH EHHQ LPSUHVVHG E\ WKH QXPHBW PIRIDPKQJ)ER@VDLDUBRAEQJ OLVW
FRQV DQG RWKHU HYHQWHKHLJSY®R S KR Q L&/K®\W DL PIRQYWH 8 BE UKIKDWDHD D U H
RI WKH JDPH UHODWHG JDWKHULQJV

$OJDUYH &RQ )DUR 2HMMWWSV 777 IDFHERRN BRIEWOIY U YHEEZR Q
LOVWDJUDP FRP DOJDUYHBFRQ

%DUGRV GR ORQGHJR &RLPEUD PXOWAEWHVBROHSONWOQIHID EB WHS
DOKWWSY 272727 LOVWDJUDP FRP EDUGRVBGRBPRQGHJR

,QYLFWD&RQ 3RUWRKWWSY 777 ERDUGIJDPHUVSRDQMBNMRIV L QIYAF
IDFHERRN FRP QYLFWD3RUWR&RQ

/IHLULDFRQ 9LHLUD GH /HLUIKDNWBWYWFKOHLULDFRQ SW

ILVERD *DPHV :HHN 1RY KWWSV OLVERDJDPHVZHHN SW

20LVLSSR 2EVFXUD 9DPSLUH /$53 /LVERDW 88X O W DPGSH UHYGHIUNE GLDWE

FRP ROILVILSSRREKWWINDERZWDFHERRN FRPDRXWNWSSS RREX B XQWIVD
FRP ROLVLSSRREVFXUD

5ROLVERD 2FW WEKWRNSY UROLVERD SW

6ZRUG DQG 6KLHOG /$53 3BRUWXJDO /NVNKBARWS VP XZAWZ 3D HHHERIRQW &P
VKLHOGQIBW®W SV Z72727Z LOQVWDJUDP FRP VZRUGDQGVKLHOGODUS

%ODVWHG +HDWIOABRWRPSIHUR [ ODGLVRQ
5XD GH *HU]DW 7DtGH 3RUWXJDO
NDOHO#ZHOO FRP _ ORELOH DQG :KDWV$SS _)DJI

3HUPLVVLRQ JUDQWHG WR SXEOLVK DV D OHWWHU RI FRPPHQW RU RWKF
7R UHFHLYH D@ KMVE\HWVRWPHGGE WKH 8V XDO



9LDQD&RQ 9LDQD GR &DVWHKWOWRVSMRY Y| DQEARBEBSW Z2Z2Z IDFHERRN F
9LDOD&ROQZ2ILFLDO

, PLIKW EH PLVVLQJ RQH RU WZR HEWKWHUWY WXOMW W KK L VDWERAWO JURZ
WDEOHWRS UROHSOD\LQJ JDPH FXOWXUH LV VWURQJ KHUH $V

\RX FDQ VHH EDVHG RQ P\ FXUUHQW DVVHVVPHQW WKH

ODVW WKUHH PRQWKYV RI WKH \HDU DUH WKH PRVW DFWLYH LQ

WHUPV RI SXEOLF JDPLQJ FRQV

:KLOH P\ VRQ ZDV YLVLWLQJ IURP 7RN\R GXULQJ KLV

ZLQWHU FROOHJH EUHDN ZH FKHFNHG RXW WKH FROOHFWLEOH
wubDGLQJ FDU& VWRUH WKDW LVZDV ORFDWHG LQ 3yYRD GH

IDQKRVR $V D VKDUHG &KULVWPDV SUHVHQW ZH

REWDLQHG D FRXSOH RI ODJLF 7KH *DWKHULQJ?

ODUYHOTV 6SLGHU 0DQ SUH UHOHDVH SDFNV WR VSHQG

WLPH WRIJHWKHUUKIWSWKHPDDEOHREL]DUGYV

FRP HQO SURGXFWY PDUYR@DKSRGHWPKOI)YH EHHQ PRUH I$SQWWDMHYV WK /1D

$LUEHQGHU FDUGV EXW 6SLGHU ODWKW FRUBWIRPXMO OHPDIQELQ 3RU
UHWXUQHG WR -DSDQ :H HQMR\HG V8 O\DKHQIUGIXWH QB IXLN SDV¥NW GRQ W
ODQGV DQG RXU EHORQJLQJV KD G GO VH W RD DM LFYRHXGD GUIRIRV/ E X L$OQG G HF|
ZH OHDUQHG WKDW WKH ORHBDOWMSKRS ZAX \WIFHEIRRN ERP 0\VIWQGEOLUD JF
KWWSV OLONWU HPHRPHNGWIER PXUPDHmMHY LQ EHWZHHQ WK KWE VGIDA D\

YV PLOQXWHV2DQG LV OLNHO\ D XRBIBXW DIUNHEWHIR ORRNKQ@ YRUZDU
7KH SURSULHWRU KDG HYHQXRJIHRQY KLVDWRQWHYV IRU

'KLOH WKH FDUGV DUH EHDXWLIXOO\DGEH¥LJQEGLE MH)SHULHFFHOB EU O\ RI
GLVVRQDQFH ZKLOH SOD\LQJ )RU PH QWDDIVF HNSISULRQEHOL\W KDYKDI L'
LQFRUSRUDWH VXSHUKHUR WK H P HXULHQ WAKKDHV IR P U S PRV H, P WS @D\ H U
QRQ FRUH FDUG VHWV WKH 6SLGHUHWDWQ WR W KEHOJH DG DGJ 0IJ ER BLFDE R
FRPLF ERRN UHDGHUV WR SOD\ 0D MHWS5$QIUIGW ZVW DWRR® ZP® WR VR
VRQ

'XULQJ -RQDKTV YLVLW ZH DOVR 2®D&BGSWDEQU G\ WS @OAHGVLP R QD
VEKXVWHU FRP ERRNV 7KH 8OWLPDWK BSWBHOLHVEDSMMHOW VDPKHY ' $P

S5ROH 30D\LQJ *DPH 6HULHYV ,WYV D FDUG EDVHG VWRU\WHQGLYHBROPCH

FDQ SOD\ HDFK DQVZHULQJ D VWRQ\XVHOIOQ QUKSHURIASW RRHTXHY® RR FU
<RX WDNH RQ WKH UROH RI D FUHVPHPEBBVRMLOQ V,KLIS/ ®WHGHBN\ 1 XQ JDPF
UROHSOD\LQJ JDPH2DQG LI \RX OLNH Q@ DOWAWL BBIS ONDK HYFDHOVHRZL S DUBRNV K I
IXQ HYHQ ZLWK MXVW WZR SOD\HUV

2Q0LQH LQ DGGLWLRQ WR WKH 5XW3IRINV X GD U FRVIEBRUREP VAHKDYHQH O V
ZKLFK , GRQTW YLVLW RIWHQ HYRWIWKHRKF

(YHU $QRQ VHUYHU RIWHQ HQRMJIKXHRSOHHLROIRPR YRBQ®R WKKH &RPXQLG
VHUYKWWSYV GLVFRUG FRP FKDQQHOV WR EH YHU\ IULHC
DQG ZHOFRPLQJ ORVW Rl WKRVH STLWVWKF ZKRGWVY WBHPLWR EH PRUH W
DQG LWYTV JRRG WR NQRZ WKHUH B UHK 53 E LHIQRLRHAD RW ¥ RRIXWRV D@ G /L V
RXU QHZ KRPH DQG RYHU WLPH ,fFOCDRAWIORWH DOO WKH SRFNHWV

3HUPLVVLRQ JUDQWHG WR SXEOLVK DV D OHWWHU RI FRPPHQW RU RWKFE
7R UHFHLYH D@ KMVE\HWVRWPHGGE WKH 8V XDO



,Q PLG '"HFHPEHU P\ VROR SOD\ UHRVLQUORIGWW R VWRKH) (U LRUERCRPHW HGL
'UDJROWYG LWV 6DPSOH 'XQJHRQ , PRVW\UBPHDQIMROH (B K &/MDRRLYP RV LD

7KLV WLPH QRW3RFNWMWDFMLHKDEV WKH H[SHULHQFH ZDV U DHROWPR
IRU FRQWLQXHG SOD\ , SOD\HG VAWHUIDEX VH U F WRHQW XNWXIHL $QB O XGF
+ROPHVY HGLWLRQ DV D VDPSOH FKDUD MKHUV DPSGO 5 BIXQLMRHD\ UHW XU

%XW RQFH RXU EHORQJLQJV DUULYVHRE WRIP 3RQ 3PDHMDHOD EDDIE 5RW W |
IHWKHUODQGY WKHQ RYHUODQG W KRARXQ & DsFS\NDLLQY RQ WK G OREXDU\ DQ
LWHPV WR ZRUN LQWR RXU QHZ KRREVERIPQ WRFOXSORYLHII SRBPW FROOF
VKLSPHQW DUULYHG D ZHHN DJR DXN® RUY W QUK FZHUD B R R YL NHVME WR D\
HYHU\ ER[ $OPRVW HYHU\WKLQJ ZH RZQFKD¥SEHBQ LQ INWRODY LQ WUD
PLG 1RYHPEHU $Q\ JDPLQJ ,fYH GR@H WQQRHLODMW VS YV QRIQKD W DEOH'
SLFNHG XS ZKLOH OLYLQJ LQ ODGLVREHORQMRUV VRPPR[W V: DWIG RQWD F |
PRQWKV LWIV ZRQGHUIXO WR EH{ DOELEH DVR B [B® R U N IDUL®R XW HF RMOKO H F W
HVSHFLDOO\ H[FLWHG DERXW WKH FmPRPLPERRNVDDYG UROHSOD\LQJ JD

7KH ILUVW JDPH UHODWHG LWHPV W R CEH % Q\5IDA- NIAGWMOWNVOSKEODEMHE'D V L
IDQWDVWRUR\ VROR SOD\ KDV UHFHQWO\ IWAFEHS 'IRVADK DWW ) BIOMWDVFL O
"' 6LQFH PLG PRQWK ,TYH EHHQ FRQGXREWG QVUKMHQ' XGIMHRIWRKIUWKH OHO |
XVLQJ 9LULG KDMOW'S¥HIYWL UL G DOQIGEIRFKH FRWIRXW *HQHUDWRU 'LH DBQ/G VLP
$[HEDQHTV 'HFN RI ODQKWWIVRQGVYZ WKHIDPHFUDIWHU FRRUPPKRY D[HE
GXQJHRWIV D OLWWOH ORRVH DQG HX YW PXWIWHE A XXX DYGCV WK HWKL\C
D RQH VKRW WR EH XVHG E\ RWKHUV HOVHZKHUH

7KDW EULQJV XV WR (YHU $QRQ SLRHLIJKEQJIJHW DWDMQ¥WRSIJRPLVH WR
WR HYHU\WKLQJ LQ WKH LVVXH EHIMMRR@ ZNKLK/ W R WY R UDHEIGIOE QIHH U H (
, 900 GR P\ EHVW WR SDUWLFLSDWH Q QD¥RW HE R F DMXMH ARMOQIMWH SV B W WR ¢ K
WKLY HYHQLQJ DQG ,YYH \HW WRW RPHD HWVGDBHWHDWWR VPRLQRLQJ IRU
FDVH WKHUHYVY DQ\ SHUVRQDO UHPDUNYV , VKRXOG UHVSRQG WR

& RZPDQ %DORQH\ )DFH 7KH 1HYHDW®GGWH BIWQY H[SUHVVHG DSSUHFL
*HQHYD :LV WULSUHS ,WTV GHDQGVHY®WDRBHVZ KRKD W Q\Q HRIGH WHG L
VKRXOG YLVLW DW VRPH SRLQW +RIHVREE\ LR VS[ISHW HR G HD DIGODVR/IL WV
\RXUVHOYHV LQ WKH IXWXUBH$GY HRX\QXG [ L4 \* DDV RLIQ DINGI XOWFWSND  ZZZ W
JDPHV FRP SURGXFWYV DGYHOQOWXUHUV PDS Rl ODNH JHQHYD

/LVD 3D$Q@BNORRNHG IRUIEUBB KRSHV IRU D VPRRWK ,WH ® RIFROQML B Q HMF
DOO WKLQJV FRQVLGHUHG ,WTV NLIQH IRUDVE LK FRHFPYEHH U TKQ @ ZIDWYX D U\ Z
WKH FRXQWU\ DV ZHOO DV RXU |LUMWW BIQFAH/ WBDNYRQG UG D BMH 2FWR
IULHQGV IURP JUDQFH DQG 6SDLQ DKMQRXW X¥RWY WKRIPK-PGID&D\V DQG L
WKDW ZHYfUH VWDUWLQJ WR H[SHULWR D ZKBKMRSELH 1 i ROL B & HEXML Q D
VRPH DWWHQWLRQ DQG HQHUJ\ZHMWIN GRW EBIERO X VBIGU WIRR OADAL QJ KHUH
XVHG WR QR ORQJHU ZRUNLQJ SUGBIHYWHRGQNWQR\Q D6 X\R ZL W KD WX R XRUQE H O
ZH FDQ PDNH WKH KRXVH PRUH RI D KRPH

7KDQN \RX -LP 9DVVLODNRWDIRGRPRARUSHN MDD YMH\OOHU 30D\ %\ (PDLO?2Z
&DPSDLJQ &K &DSWBKXQUY GHRMWW SV W HIDQJLQHY FRP 5DQGRP-RWWLQ

3HUPLVVLRQ JUDQWHG WR SXEOLVK DV D OHWWHU RI FRPPHQW RU RWKFE
7R UHFHLYH D@ KMVE\HWVRWPHGGE WKH 8V XDO



&RPSOHDW ®GPXFK EHWWHU OLQN $OVR LQ WKKDUM G VWQXW K XVR R WK\ R

SKRWRJUDSKLQJ ERRNVKHOYHV +WUHNKDEKRWMKR UW PRHE UG AHDQU O\ -D(
1IDFLRQDO GD $MXGD LQ /LVERQ :KR NQRZV SHUKDSV

UR\DOW)\ SOD\HG D QKHDU®VUCRRIFGRQD U\

$GYHQWXUHV RI %DURTKBIXGFKDXN HOR

KDYH EHHQ SDUORU JDPHV ZLWK D UROHSOD\LQJ RU

VWRU\WHOOLQJ FRPSRQHQW

, AXDVLSVHXGROXGRJQFRDMWULIENY L RQH \

DGGUHVVHG WKLV HGLWLRQYV ,JQRUDEOH 7KHPH 7KLV
SUREDEO\ IDOOV PRUH VTXDUHO\ LQ WKH GXPEHVW RU
VLOOLHVW DUHQDV RI SOD\HU EHKDYLRU EXW ZKHQ , ZDV
DFWLYHO\ LQYROYHG LQ SXEOLF SOD\ DW $HUR +REELHV LQ
6DQWD ORQLFRW®HBALI Z2ZZ VPGS FRP

GHYHORSPHOQOW GLVSODFHV \HDU ROG KREE\ VKRS

WKHUH zZzDV D \RXQJHU SOD\HU2ZHYfUH WDONLQJ PLGGOH

VFKRRO PRVW OLNHO\2ZKR HQMR\HG KLV FKDUDFWHUYV

GRLQJ WZR WKLQJV FOLPELQJ WUHHV DQG VHWWLQJ WKLQJV

RQ ILUH 7KDW ZDV RFFDVLRQDOO\ LUULWDWLQJ DQG
GLVWUDFWLQJ EXW VRPHWLPHYV ZKHQ WKH VLWXDWLRQ
SURYLGHG HVSHFLDOO\ IRUWXLWRXV RSSRUWXQLWLHV LW FRXOG
UHVXOW LQ JUHDW IXQ DQG DPXVHPHQW 8QIRUWXQDWHO\ LW
ZDV XVXDOO\ PRUH LUULWDWLQJ WKDQ GHOLJKWIXO

5RIJHU %LUHGUDNHIVVWRIDHBWHG WKDW
WKHVVLRQ ,PSRNUHFQWLRQ SURJUDP PLJKW
PDNH IRU D JRRG UROHSOD\LQJ JDPH , WRWDOO\ DJUHH
2QH FRXOG FRQVRG HW KUREY %RQG

G ORGHIHUKDSV HYHQ WKHYRUB DAHFMERWEWR VR 1RZ WKDW ,fP WKI
LW RQH FRXOG XVH WERYHI KWOR SYEDAVDRY QXPEHU RI PHQYTV DGYHQW)
LQVSLUHG JDPHV ODFN %RODQ ODWWWRHERV 78§BDMRL:EBDD LAY WDIQIBY H

$QG 1IZLVWLQJ WKHOS®ISY &RUFRUDQ PHQWLRQHG URMFQ\WWW KIHD 0 RUKEFD Wi
DERXW \RXU JDVWULF LVVXHV 0D\ XR¥X W HMN® DX\ XD GDPHLFRQYHQWL |
RI RQH Rl YHU\ IHZ UHJUHWYV , KD¥HHWHIQ HD Q&HQHHDMIHU2DQG *HQ &
OLOZDXNHH ([SRVLWLRQ &RQYHQWLR®D \&KQWWHUHQS$YRIQ D \GLRUQGRH , (
WKH VFKHGXOHG JDPHV LQ WKH SUR RRWD RREX® R B /N ULDVDIVP § & B Q/LHVEK H,
WKDW ,1G SOD\ WKH JDPH ZURQJ PBKDIW W LZYRKID\G QRIW VERDX\H OGS RW K H U ;
EDFN , WRWDOO\ VKRXOG KDYH JRQRQ,LIRWEBE KDWHORWHB QG G DUO\
PRUH WKDQ , ZRXOG QRZ

0\ KDQGV DUH FROG VR XSVWDLUV , PXVW JR

SXWWLQJ LW RQ D WLIJKW EHDP
%ODVWHG +HDWK 5RZ

&& $0ODQ :KLWH

3HUPLVVLRQ JUDQWHG WR SXEOLVK DV D OHWWHU RI FRPPHQW RU RWKFE
7R UHFHLYH D@ KMVE\HWVRWPEHGGE WKH 8V XDO
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