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Tarot Decks for Gaming  

If you collect solo TTRPGs, you’ll probably run across 
some that use a tarot deck instead of dice or playi ng 
cards; they’re not rare, especially in the fantasy and 
introspective/psychological genres. If you don’t have 
�D�Q�\���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���W�D�U�R�W�����\�R�X���F�D�Q���M�X�V�W���o�Q�G���D���G�H�F�N��
with images and an art style you like. (You may be 
able to use an online generator, but some games 
require splitting the deck by suits  or in other groups, 
and the online generators can ’t do that.) If you do 
read tarot, and you don ’t want to u se your divination 
decks for gaming, you’�O�O���Q�H�H�G���W�R���o�Q�G���D���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���G�H�F�N��
that works for games.  

�,���K�D�Y�H���D�F�T�X�L�U�H�G���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���W�D�U�R�W���G�H�F�N�V���V�S�H�F�L�o�F�D�O�O�\���I�R�U��
solo ttrp gs, mostly by going to Amazon, searching for 
�W�D�U�R�W�����D�Q�G���o�O�W�H�U�L�Q�J���W�R�����������R�U���O�H�V�V�����,���O�R�R�N�H�G���I�R�U��
whatever seemed appealing to me but didn ’t strike 
me something I ’d use for divination . Most in that 
price range were mini decks - the smaller -than-
playing-card size that ’s become trendy. These have 
included the Star Seeker Tarot (which I wound up 
giving to my younger daughter), Witches’ Tarot, and 
several decks that no longer have Amazon pages, so 
I’m assuming they were bootleg publications that 
were later removed. None of them had clicked as 
really working for me. 

I am picky about tarot decks. I try to check the 
Fool, the Lovers, the Moon, the Hanged Man, and/or 
Death to see if I like the deck ’s symbolism and 
approach for those, as well as checking the minor 
arcana. I prefer scenes on the cards, like the Rider-
Waite, not pips like the Marseille deck or “ornamental 
pips” (not sure what else to call them) like the Thoth 
deck. However, I don ’t like the Rider -Waite art style.  

For a gaming deck, it doesn’t need “correct ” 
symbolism (and it ’s probably better if it’s off) . It just  
needs to be pretty, with images  and symbolism I can 

grok as tarot -inspired. It needs to be close enough to 
standard tarot that I don ’t look at a card and think, 
“well, that ’s �Q�R�W���W�K�H���o�Y�H���R�I���S�H�Q�W�D�F�O�H�V��” But it ’s okay if 
I think, “�W�K�H���o�Y�H���R�I���S�H�Q�W�D�F�O�H�V���L�V���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���E�H���L�Q���D��
city and this is a desert. ” (In a traditional deck, the 
�o�Y�H���R�I���S�H�Q�W�V���K�D�V���W�Z�R���G�H�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J��
through the snow in front of a  church’s stained glass 
�Z�L�Q�G�R�Z���Z�L�W�K���o�Y�H���S�H�Q�W�D�F�O�H�V���R�Q���L�W�����,�W���P�H�D�Q�V���K�D�U�G�V�K�L�S����
adversity, isolation.) (I have seen no decks that put it 
in a desert, but it ’d be possible.) 

 
Rider-Waite Five of Pentacles 
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I liked the art in the Witches ’ �7�D�U�R�W���M�X�V�W���o�Q�H�����E�X�W���W�K�H��
cards were holographic and that made them hard to 
read. They kept catching the light in annoying ways . 

My most recent gaming tarot deck, hopefully my 
last (it was not at a bargain price), is the Calandra 
Tarot. The artwork is gorgeous. The back-of-deck art 
is gorgeous. I would not use it as a divination deck  
for several reasons. 

 

One: It comes across as pretentious. Each card 
practically shouts ‘LOOK AT ME’ which is lovely for 
art but terrible for divination work. I wouldn’ t be 
�D�E�O�H���W�R���o�Q�G���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V���G�H�F�N���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���D�U�W�Z�R�U�N��
is yelling so loud. (If I had art analysis skills, I could 
maybe explain that better.)  

Two: For the cards I check as important 
touchstones, several strike me as wrong, or at least, 
incompatible with my understanding of the card. The  
�)�R�R�O���L�V���o�Q�H�����R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���Q�R�W���E�H�L�Q�J���D���\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�U�V�R�Q�����7�K�L�V��
changes the meaning from “naïveté caused by youth” 
to “naïve even after substantial life experience.” The 
Hanged Man is a skeleton, instead of someone who is 
caught by his own will and biding his time waiting or 
deciding when to get free. I like the Death card — a 
skull and deaths-head moths, obviously meaning 
“transformation” more than actual death . The Moon 
is missing the road entirely; there are two wolves 
instead of a wolf and a dog ; there’s a woman, 
presumably the moon -goddess… no idea what she’s 
doing there. I like the belladonna, but I don ’t 
otherwise like the card. (...as a tarot card. The art is 
�W�H�U�U�L�o�F�����,’d be happy to have it as a poster.) Among 
the cards I don ’t normally check: The Sun is… goofy. I 
don’t like it. It has a grinning/smirking sun and a kid 
in a cowboy costume; it clashes with the tone  of the 
other cards. 

 
Three: The deck has two additional cards, “As 

Above” and “So Below,” with the artwork continuing 
from one to the other. (I mentioned “pretentious, ” 
right? Any additions to/changes in a tarot deck  are a 
�U�H�G���p�D�J — a statement of “the scholars and occultists 
of the last several hundred years missed something/
�J�R�W���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���Z�U�R�Q�J�����D�Q�G���,���K�D�Y�H���o�J�X�U�H�G���R�X�W���Z�K�D�W���L�W��
is.” I’ ve seen decks where I didn’t mind it, but in 
�W�K�R�V�H���F�D�V�H�V�����W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D�U�R�X�Q�G���D���V�S�H�F�L�o�F��
theme, reconsidering all the cards in light of their 
changes. In this case — the As Above/So Below cards 
don’t even have the same structure as the other 
majors (they don ’t have the yellow bar at the bottom 
with the name); they are very much “these cards are 
EXTRA SPECIAL” rath er than just additions to the 
deck. (Deck images are at r/TarotDex, for the curious.)  

Four: The book is in the wrong order. Tarot order 
normally goes Majors -Wands-Cups-Swords-Pents; this 
one is Majors-Pents-Swords-Wands-Cups. (This is 
minor, and anyone who doesn ’t collect a lot of decks 
is never going to notice. I notice, and it bugs me. ) 

It doesn’t strike me as a bad deck; I wouldn ’t 
wrinkle my nose to see someone using it for divina -
tion. (And I’m not going to mention which ones I 
would have that reaction to, because I ’d try to 
suppress it anyway — it ’s not my business what 
works for someone else.) It doesn’t suit my style for 
tarot readings, yet it has beautiful artwork mostly  in 
the Rider-Waite format (e .g. six of swords has three 
people in a boat; three of cups has three women 
dancing together; seven of wands has a man with a 
�V�W�D�I�I���o�J�Kting off six staves coming at him from 
offscreen, etc.) — which makes it perfect for gaming.  

…I could go into great detail about what makes a 
good divination deck (...anything can be someone’s 
perfect divination deck, but that doesn ’t mean The 
Baseball Tarot is actually a good deck for most 
people.) But that starts getting way off -topic. 
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The key point I ’m making  is: What makes a good 
divination deck is not the same as what makes a 
good gaming deck. I’ve had gaming decks before for 
�V�S�H�F�L�o�F���J�D�P�H�V�����,���K�D�Y�H���D��Fradella deck for occultist 
characters in superhero games); my interest in solo  
�W�W�U�S�J�V���G�U�R�Y�H���P�H���W�R���o�Q�G���G�H�F�N�V���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���Z�R�U�N���D�F�U�R�V�V��
multiple genres.  

For those who would never use a Tarot deck for 
gaming – I made Dice to Cards Conversion in part to 
cover “you have dice and/or regular cards but you 
have a game that requires Tarot cards.” I should 
probably update it to include “you have both dice 
AND playing cards, and you want to generate tarot 
cards without using a tarot deck. ” 

Solo Play: Cage of Sand 

Game link: https://luciellaes.itch.io/cage-of-sand  
Cage of Sand is a time loop horror game for one 

or more players. It requires  a deck of tarot cards, 
some paper and something to write with.  

This is a GMless group game with a solo option; 
I’�P���W�U�\�L�Q�J���L�W���V�R�O�R�����7�K�H���3�'�)���L�V���R�Q�O�\�������S�D�J�H�V���O�R�Q�J�����D�Q�G���L�W��
has hourglass images on each page; it ’s less than 2000 
words total. I got it in the original Racial Justice 
Bundle which had a whole lot of games that have 
never been included in other bundles. As far as I c an 
sort out, the print book that this was supposed to be 
included in was never produced. It nicely comes wit h 
�D�Q���(�[�F�H�O���o�O�H���W�K�D�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�D�U�R�W���L�P�D�J�H�V�����5�L�G�H�U-Waite) 
and allows easy tracking of the game details.  

I spent over an hour  reformatting the rules into a 
single-page booklet layout for easy print & reference 
use�����,�W���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���o�W���L�Q�W�R���I�R�X�U���K�D�O�I-sized pages, which is 
what I needed, without chopping out parts  or making 
the text very small . I chopped out the parts on safety 
tools, which were focused on group play.   

I’m familiar with safety tools, and it’ s sometimes 
useful to have them mentioned in solo games – that 
if you freak yourself out by getting too dark, you can 
take a break or change things. But I don ’t need that 
warning in print every time I look at the fairly sh ort 
game rules. 

Game setup 

Protagonist : Select or draw a card to represent your 
Avatar. 

I’m going to go with random draw. Normally, I’ d 
expect this to be a court card, or limited to court  + 
majors. I’m going to just draw a random card.   

Ace of Cups. Wow that ’s pretty. Golden chalice, dove, 
lotus blossoms. Keywords from the booklet: Serenity, 
Opportunity, Acceptance.  

Name: (from Fantasy Name Generators (FNG) - 
Finnish names) (No particular  reason for Finnish.) 
Anni Joutsen, she/her. Mid-20s, unmarried, orphaned; 
her parents died of illness a few winters back.  

Personality  (Based on the Ace of Cups): Hopeful, 
calm, and mellow. Anni is cheerful in the face of 
adversity and helpful to strangers.   

Setting. This isn’t part of the game system, but I 
need a world concept. (I suppose the default is 
modern day.) I’m going to put her in a high fantasy 
setting — Anni is a seamstress in a moderate-sized 
town, the largest that ’s close to a large forest near 
mountains. She lives and works near a busy tavern 
and inn that gets a number of adventuring visitors, 
both mercenaries hired to escort traders through th e 
mountains and young would -be heroes seeking to 
prove themselves against the fabled monst ers in the 
forest. A good portion of her income is from those 
adventurers, who are always needing new or repaired  
clothing. She often spends her evenings in the tave rn, 
quietly embroidering in the corner and looking for 
new business. 

Next, three cards determine the starting setup : 

Place: Queen of Cups. Beach, oceanside — The town 
(needs a name, doesn’t it. Off to FNG I go.) Baysheer, is 
near the water. It has a bit of shipping trade, but  not 
much; the placement of the mountains make it a 
poor location for a large port, but it has modest 
�G�R�F�N�V���D�Q�G���S�O�H�Q�W�\���R�I���O�R�F�D�O���o�V�K�L�Q�J�� 

Time of year : Four of Wands. From the picture, 
grapes are ripe and near harvest, so… August. Late 
summer, warm, sometimes very hot. 

Circumstances that bring the characters together: 
Ace of Wands.  

�7�K�L�V���L�V���K�D�U�G�H�U���W�R���M�X�V�W���P�D�N�H���X�S���o�J�X�U�H���R�X�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H��
I don’t have other players or any of the other 
characters yet. However, the Calandara version has a 
prominent castle in the artwork. (Technically, the 
Rider/Waite has one, but wow is it distant and hard 
to notice.) Keywords: Inspiration, Creativity, 
Imagination. What brings us together is … I’ll go with  
“a Royal Decree”�����$���V�H�D�U�F�K���I�R�U���D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�V���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���o�Q�H��
items for the upcoming prince ’s wedding. Anyone 
may enter the contest, although of course most will 
not  get past the regional judges. For the next several 
months, there will be crafts fairs and talent festi vals 
in every major city and many smaller towns; 
Baysheer is not exempt, and is setting up for a lon g-
running festival near the beach, in an area that ’�V���o�Q�H��
for short- term buildings and sales booths during the 
summer but not useful for housing during the winter  
storm season.  
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Cast of Characters 

�'�U�D�Z���������P�R�U�H���F�D�U�G�V�� These are the entire cast of 
named characters in the story ; �W�K�H���U�X�O�H�V���V�S�H�F�L�o�F�D�O�O�\��
allow replacing cards you don ’t want . (I did not 
replace any cards.) I used FNG for most of the names. 

������Three of Wands: A successful merchant, one of the 
few shipping traders in Baysheer, who is expecting a 
shipment of goods that will greatly enhance his 
wealth.  
Anton Kumala , He/Him 

2. Knight of Pentacles: Sir Godfrey of the Ocean  
normally patrols the coastline. He nominally watche s 
for enemy ships, but also enforces shipping laws 
(taxes etc); he’�V���E�H�H�Q���D�V�V�L�J�Q�H�G���K�H�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�o�F�D�O�O�\��
because of concerns that the contest will push 
smugglers to try their skills at less active ports.   
Sir Godfrey of the Ocean, he/him 

3. King of Wands : Not the king. Not *a* king. One of 
the event judges (the only one anywhere near here),  a 
passionate man devoted to the arts. With the 
mountain dwarves nearby, the king sent a dwarf to 
judge the local artisans; “Bari” will encourage 
students and those whose skills have not yet 
developed, and slam hard anyone who is lazy or 
believes they have already reached the peak of their 
art. His language is coarse and he often seems angry, 
but is endlessly patient and gentle with apprentice s 
and servants who honestly try their best. He is 
especially harsh with corrupt business owners or fa ke 
artists. 
Barigrotir Bristlegrog , dwarf, he/him  

…At this point, I want to mention that this takes 
FOREVER. I forgot that was a thing with many solo 
games: the prep/setup is part of the game itself, a nd 
can be very time-consuming. 

There’�V���W�K�H���R�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J���D�O�O���������F�D�U�G�V�����Z�H�O�O����
the remaining 7) at once, and then assigning 
characters to them; I ’m enjoying doing them one at a 
time. A drawback: Tarot card images are mostly men;  
if I want women characters, I may have to not 
directly draw from the main images on the cards. I’ m 
making a decision now that if I don ’t get any women 
�L�Q���W�K�H���o�U�V�W�������F�D�U�G�V�����,’ll lean towards female 
interpretation for the rest.  

4. Five of Swords. A disgraced retired mercenary elf, 
one who used to win battles by corrupt means until 
he got caught and exiled. He settled in Baysheer long 
ago — maybe a few of the elders remember when he 
arrived, but it ’�V���E�H�H�Q���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������\�H�D�U�V�����D�Q�G���R�I��
course he hasn’�W���D�J�H�G�������+�H���N�H�H�S�V���D���O�R�Z���S�U�R�o�O�H����
perhaps from shame, perhaps to keep his people from  

�o�Q�G�L�Q�J���K�L�P�����+�H���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���W�X�W�R�U�V���\�R�X�Q�J���V�Z�R�U�G�V�P�H�Q��
but charges them a lot  — it ’s clear he doesn’t like that 
as a profession. He is a talented woodcarver; he often 
underprices his art as part of the laying low, but 
several people are trying to convince him to enter the 
contest.   
Vamirelion , he/him 

������Wheel of Fortune : Lady who runs a games booth 
(or cluster of them) at the faire. She is an acolyt e 
priestess of  Shweyu, the god of luck, and every spin 
of the wheel is a prayer in his temple. (The 
Rider/Waite deck image for Wheel of Fortune is just  
the wheel, surrounded by 4 elemental creatures. The 
Calandra deck features a woman under a carnival 
carousel.) She is very devoted, but that mostly com es 
across as encouraging people to gamble. She is 
sharply aware of attempts to cheat, and has magic t o 
block some of the most common methods.  
Elenwen Crow , she/her 

������Seven of Swords: A hobbit thief who skulks around 
the edges of the fair looking for easy marks. He’ s 
genial and friendly and humans rarely suspect him o f 
anything. He has some knotworking skills and he 
uses those as a front, claiming he will enter the 
contest when he makes a few pieces good enough to 
submit. But mostly it ’s a scam: he just wants easy 
access to wealthy patrons.  
Remi Longfoot  

7. Six of Wands: Lady Linyive is a half-elf who has 
outlived three human husbands. (Two of them died in  
�E�D�W�W�O�H�������6�K�H���D�Q�G�������R�I���K�H�U���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�V�������V�W���D�Q�G�����U�G�����Z�H�U�H��
rangers who patrolled the forest; she has recently 
returned, sans husband, with a large pack of bandit s 
in chains; the main trade route should be safe for 
quite a while. Her victory march was part of the 
opening festivities of the faire.  
���7�K�L�V���L�V���R�Q�H���Z�K�H�U�H���,���p�L�S�S�H�G���W�K�H���J�H�Q�G�H�U���R�Q���W�K�H���F�D�U�G��
because I’d like more women characters. The pic for 
the Calandr�D���G�H�F�N���L�V���G�H�o�Q�L�W�H�O�\�����R�Y�H�U�W�O�\���P�D�O�H�����D�Q�G���,���D�P��
just ignoring the beard. Maybe that ’s her memory of 
her 3rd husband.) 
Lady Linyive the Widow , she/her 

8. The Empress: The duchess, who is entering the 
contest with her famed weaving skills — her 
tapestries are renowned. (Having Bari Bristlegrog as a 
judge helps avoid any hint of favoritism; she has n o 
political jurisdiction over him.) She is in her lat e 30s; 
�K�H�U���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G���L�V���L�Q���K�L�V�����������6�K�H���K�D�V���I�R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G��
�W�K�H���R�O�G�H�V�W�����D���V�R�Q�����L�V�����������+�H�U���\�R�X�Qgest is her only 
daughter; her sons and husband are not attending the 
festival. 
Her Grace, Maritha of Heliot   
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9. Six of Cups: Maritha ’s daughter. (I changed the 
previous description  from my initial notes  — I had 
none of her children attending the festival, but se eing 
the card draw here, I decided that the young girl o n 
the card would work well if connected to her. ) She is 
�V�L�[�����W�K�L�V���L�V���K�H�U���o�U�V�W���P�D�M�R�U���R�X�W�L�Q�J���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���K�R�P�H����
and she is thrilled with all the art and festivitie s. 
Lady Phoebe of Heliot  

��������Four of Swords: A wizard with depleted powers, 
attending the faire to look for potential apprentic es 
while he recuperates from something that badly 
drained him. He is very knowledgeable and talented  — 
but currently his power reserves are so low he can 
�E�D�U�H�O�\���F�D�V�W���D���o�U�H�p�\���O�L�J�K�W���V�S�H�O�O�����+�H���L�V���E�R�P�E�D�V�W�L�F���D�Q�G��
eccentric, but kind -hearted.  

 

You might think, “that card looks nothing like a 
mage,” and you would be correct. I was looking for 
an option to make a mage of some sort, and didn ’t 
want to say “�R�K�����W�K�H����-year-old has strong magic 
powers.” (She might. I don’t want that to be part of 
the background.) So I’m drawing from the meaning of 
the card — recuperation, recovery — and decided that 
a mage-in-recovery might visit an arts festival and 
potentially look for an apprentice that would 
presumably help him keep from getting to extreme 
burnout levels in the future. (I am picturing him as 
Dr. Bombay from Bewitched, in D&D mage robes.) 
Stregori Zrin  

Bleh. There we go, and that only took… checks clock… 
�D�E�R�X�W���o�Y�H���K�R�X�U�V�����1�R�Z���,’m ready to actually start 
�S�O�D�\�L�Q�J�������:�R�Z���������K�R�X�U�V���R�I���J�D�P�H�S�O�D�\���R�X�W���R�I�����������Z�R�U�G�V��
of rules/instructions. I ’m impressed.) 

Recap of the cast of characters so I have an easy 
simple list to check (human unless stated otherwise):  

Protagonist: Anni Joutsen, a seamstress & embroidery 
artist  
���� Anton Kumala , a wealthy merchant, literally 

waiting for his ship to come in  
2. Sir Godfrey of the Ocean , a knight looking for 

smugglers and tax evasion 
3. Barigrotir “Bari” Bristlegrog , a dwarf judging the 

contest art & selecting artisans 
4. Vamirelion , elven former mercenary, exiled in 

disgrace; skilled woodworker  
���� Elenwen Crow , priestess of the god of luck, who 

runs games of chance at the faire  
���� Remi Longfoot , a hobbit thief & fake contestant 

with knotwork  
7. Lady Linyive the Widow , half-elf, a ranger who 

won accolades for arresting bandits  
8. Her Grace, Maritha of Heliot , duchess entering 

the contest with her tapestries  
9. Lady Phoebe�����K�H�U���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�����D�J�H���� 
������ Stregori Zrin , a tapped-out mage looking for an 

apprentice while he recovers  

First Loop 

Act 1: Awakening 

You awaken from a nightmare you can ’t remember. 
Draw 3 cards; each of them is either a minor detail  of 
�W�K�H���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���R�U���D�Q���L�Q�V�L�J�Q�L�o�F�D�Q�W���W�D�V�N���W�K�D�W’s part 
�R�I���W�K�H���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J���U�R�X�W�L�Q�H�����7�K�H�V�H���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���E�H���U�H�V�K�X�I�p�H�G��
into the deck.  

���� The Devil: A goat is braying outside her window.  
(Do you have any idea how hard it is to turn “The 
Devil” into “�V�R�P�H���P�L�Q�R�U���L�Q�V�L�J�Q�L�o�F�D�Q�W���G�H�W�D�L�O���R�I���\�R�X�U��
morning routine?”) 

2. 8 of Pentacles: A work task. She sews the cuffs 
onto the sleeves of a shirt she ’s working on.  

3. Death�����6�K�H���K�D�V���D���Y�D�V�H���R�I���p�R�Z�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���G�H�D�G��
enough that she throws them out and puts new 
ones in the vase. 

Morning routine : Anni is startled out of a nightmare 
she can’t remember by the loud braying of a goat 
outside her window. She shakes off the shudders, and 
goes to work on the project she ’�G���O�H�I�W���X�Q�o�Q�L�V�K�H�G���O�D�V�W��
�Q�L�J�K�W�����V�H�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�X�I�I�V���R�Q���D���o�Q�H���V�L�O�N���V�K�L�U�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���V�K�H��
wanted daylight to complete.   

When that ’s done, she has breakfast, and notices 
that the roses in the vase on the kitchen table are 
dead. She throws them out, and replaces them with a  
handful of brilliant goldenrods growing on the path 
near her front door. 
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Act 2: Interactions 

…At this point, I took a break for the evening. The  
setup is complete and I ’m ready to actually start The 
Game Events, but I want a break before doing 
detailed roleplay/storytelling.  

Before this section, I spent a bit of time (about a n 
hour) making AI -generated images for each of the 
characters. I discovered that, while Google is perf ectly 
good at making elves and dwarves and rangers and 
mages, it is utterly confused by the idea of non -white 
people in D&D/medieval setting roles, and they wind  
up looking like they ’re wearing tacky Halloween 
costumes. (Also discovered that using “D&D” in a 
prompt is more likely to lead to d20s in the picture 
than elves/goblins/trolls in the background crowds.  
Dammit.)  
�x 3 minor interactions (draw character card, then 

prompt card from the deck, indicating either the 
topic of conversation or nature of the interaction)  

�x 2 major interactions (character card + prompt 
card, using the key in the rules to interpret it.)  

Minor 1: 7 of Swords, Remi Longfoot the hobbit thie f 
Prompt card: The Moon  — Traditional meaning: 

Mystery, Illusion, Dangers of the unknown  

Anni sets up her table for the day. She has her nor mal 
array of embroidery for sale — a few collars and 
sleeve cuffs done in blackwork, easy to swap for pl ain 
ones on a shirt; long narrow triangles of artwork 
meant to cover the lacing of a bodice; pairs of lon g 
wool strips a hand ’s width wide, embroidered with 
�Y�L�Q�H�V���D�Q�G���p�R�Z�H�U�V�����P�H�D�Q�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W���R�I���D���V�N�L�U�W���R�U��
the sides of breeches. She has a few fancier pieces: a 
�o�Q�H���F�R�W�W�R�Q���N�H�U�F�K�L�H�I�����V�R�I�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���F�R�X�U�V�H���O�L�Q�H�Q���R�U���Z�R�R�O����
�Z�L�W�K���W�L�Q�\���E�X�W�W�H�U�p�L�H�V���D�O�R�Q�J���D�O�O���W�K�H��edges; a dark green 
velvet scholar’�V���K�D�W���Z�L�W�K���J�R�O�G�H�Q���p�D�P�H�V���L�Q���V�L�O�N���W�K�U�H�D�G��
along the band. But most of her fancier work is on 
�X�Q�o�Q�L�V�K�H�G���F�O�R�W�K�����V�X�L�W�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���D�G�G�L�Q�J���W�R���D���G�R�X�E�O�H�W���R�U��
bodice. Her largest piece is a night landscape — the 
moon rising over mountains, a wavering road 
between them, and beasts on both sides. It ’s picked 
out in silvery white thread on black silk, and tiny  
gathers in the fabric make it look like it ripples in the 
sunlight. 

She’s laying out the cloth and her racks of 
showpieces not intended for sale when she sees a 
hobbit walking through the faire, looking carefully  at 
each booth. Hobbits aren’t unknown in Baysheer, but 
they are rare, and she’s never seen one this close 
before.  

“Hello there,” she calls out to him. “Are you 
looking for something? ”  

He startles at her voice, and then looks up at her 
and smiles widely. “No, just… admiring the beautiful 
works the faire has to show, ” he says, as he comes 
over to her table. “Do you make all these?” He glances 
at the items laid out on the table but his eyes are  
caught on the black -and-silver piece in its showcase 
frame. 

“Yes; I do both the sewing and the embroidery. 
I’m Anni Joutsen,” �V�K�H���V�D�\�V�����D�Q�G���F�X�U�W�V�H�\�V���E�U�L�H�p�\����“I 
normally work in my shop, over by Three Snails 
tavern. But I wouldn ’t meet as many new people 
there,” she smiles at him. 

“Oh! I’m, um, I ’m Remi. Remi Longfoot,” and he 
gives a sweeping bow. “Pleased to make your 
acquaintance, Miss Anni.”  

“You seem to have a discerning eye,” she says. 
“You’re not just looking at the most colorful pieces. ”  

“I, well, I dabble, a bit, ” he says shyly, gesturing 
vaguely at his tunic, which is decorated with compl ex 
knotwork designs. “But nothing as elegant as that, ” 
he waves at the black silk.  

“Don’t mark yourself so poorly! ” she replies. “That 
is excellent cord-work. Are you considering entering 
the contest for artists? ”  

“I… have considered it. But my work is so 
humble…” 

“Nonsense. There’s no fee to enter, and they will 
need many artists of different kinds for the prince ’s 
wedding. At the worst, you don ’t get asked to the 
�V�H�F�R�Q�G���U�R�X�Q�G�����E�X�W���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���\�R�X���P�L�J�K�W���o�Q�G���V�R�P�H��
customers. That’s my plan; I hardly expect my simple 
threadwork to compete with some of the master 
smiths and painters.”  

“That’s… a thought,” he says, and looks off to the 
distance as he seems to absorb her words. He turns 
back to her, and nods. “I’ ll do it! ” he decides.  

She smiles at him. “Good! We thread-workers 
need to stick up for each other! ”  

He ducks his head, almost blushing. “I thank you 
for your encouragement. And now… I must be off to 
�o�Q�G���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�V�W�U�D�U���R�I���D�U�W�L�V�W�V�����V�R���,���F�D�Q���S�X�W���P�\���Q�D�P�H���R�Q��
the list of hopefuls! ” With another bow, he turns and 
leaves her at her booth. 

Minor 2: The Empress — Her Grace, Maritha of Heliot  
Prompt card: Knight of Swords  — Traditional 

Meaning: Determination, action, haste  

Partway through the day, Anni shuts down her table,  
brings out her best pieces, and goes to the central  
pavilion where works of art for the contest are bei ng 
displayed. The assistants are putting similar wares  
together: Weapons and smithcraft, pottery and 
carvings, paintings and calligraphy  — and textile arts 
have their own section.  
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She selects a small table near other embroidery 
workers and starts to set out her midnight piece an d 
other works, when she is bumped into and almost 
drops her work.  

“Oh this will not do, ” an authoritative woman ’s 
voice says.  

“Your Grace?” one of her assistants says.  
“I need MUCH more space than one of these 

small tables. How can I display my tapestries on 
this?” she waves dismissively at one of the larger 
table-booth spaces. 

“But… the registrar said each person gets one 
space…” 

“That’s ridiculous. My tapestries are hardly similar 
to…” she glances around, sees Anni holding her silk-
and-silver piece “—that kind of simple work. I need 
SPACE,” she says. 

Her assistant looks ready to argue, and she tells 
him, “Go get one of the people doing setup; have 
them move some tables. And you—” she calls out to 
the man behind him, “—bring that over here! ”  

He’s carrying several large cloth items — 
tapestries, Anni realises. They look beautiful. She 
looks down at her own small artwork and sighs, and 
backs off. 

“You, girl” — she almost didn’t hear the duchess 
addressing her, but she looks up, and then curtseys 
deeply.  

“Y-yes, Your Grace?” she says. 
The duchess frowns, but doesn’t look angry at 

her. “I’m sure your… whatever that is… is lovely. And 
it should have a space. Just not here, because I need 
this whole section for my tapestries. ”  

She waves at her assistants, who sigh. One who’s 
carrying a set of wooden frameworks starts 
assembling them, and soon, she has hung three 
beautiful tapestries… in approximately four times t he 
space allotted to any one contestant, by pushing Anni 
and another person out of he way and squeezing so 
close to a third that her knitting is entirely 
overshadowed by the hangings. 

Minor 3: Wheel of Fortune — Elenwen Crow  
Prompt Card: Nine of Swords — traditional 

meaning: nightmare, worry, anxiety  

Anni goes walking to clear her head and wanders int o 
the games section of the Faire. Elenwen invites her  to 
try one of the games for free  — “We’re still getting set 
up, and it helps to have some activity ” — and she tries 
one called Nine Daggers.  

It has a 3x3 grid with nine wooden knives in the 
shape of swords, each with paste gems and 
�G�H�F�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���W�K�H���K�D�Q�G�O�H�V�����3�O�D�\�H�U�V���F�D�Q���S�D�\���I�R�U�������R�U������
blades (one per hand), and select their lucky sword s, 

each of which has a different color of paint at the  tip. 
Then they stab (nudge) their choice of dozens of 
small cloth monsters of the same color as the tip o f 
the blade — each of which is attached to a string. The 
strings are attached to prizes, most of which are 
worth less than the cost of playing. Elenwen gives 
Anni a fr ee try — “Even if you win a big prize  — you 
just have to tell people to come play! ” Anni wins a 
�/�X�F�N�\���7�R�N�H�Q���F�K�D�U�P�����D���O�L�W�W�O�H���G�L�V�F���Z�L�W�K���D���Z�K�L�W�H���p�R�Z�H�U��
pained on one side and a sword on the other, with a  
hole at the top and a cord run through it. It ’s 
obviously intended to be a child ’s prize, something 
�W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���X�V�H���W�R���p�L�S���D���F�R�L�Q�����$�Q�Q�L���W�K�D�Q�N�V���K�H�U���D�Q�G���J�R�H�V��
back to her table, somewhat cheered. 

Major 1: King of Wands — Bari Bristlegrog 
Prompt card: 8 of Swords — Swords = they make 

an unreasonable request for help  

Bari asks her to hold her space against the Duchess. 
Asks for her support in insisting on everyone getting 
the same amount of space to display their goods.  

Anni: I can’t! She’s… she’s the duchess! I would be 
ruined if… (Anni is very dismayed at the idea of 
deliberately clashing with the woman who kind of 
owns the town she lives in.)  

Bari: I won ’t let that happen. And here  — she is 
not a duchess. She’s is an artist, just like you, just like 
everyone else here. Having large goods just means 
she’ll have to be careful in displaying them.  

Anni: I can’t tell a duchess what to do!  
Bari: I’m not asking you to tell her what to do. I ’ll 

do that. I ’m asking you to claim your space, to not let 
her bully you into moving aside or leaving.  

Anni: It ’s not bullying! She’s allowed to order me 
to leave! She could have me imprisoned for failing to 
follow her orders! 

Bari: I… don’t think she will? I am here to make  
contest fair. Which means I can make even duchesses 
follow the rules. But I can ’t make that happen if 
nobody else will stand up to her. Will you stand wi th 
me — stand with the king who has appointed me to 
judge this region  — and tell her that no, she can ’t 
have your table space? 

Anni slowly agrees, although she is very worried 
and has some serious doubts about how this is going  
to work. She follows him back to the pavilion and 
braces herself to earn the enmity of her duchess.  

Major 2: Six of Cups: Lady Phoebe, age 6 
Prompt card: Knight of cups  — Cups = Learn some-

thing about another relationship this character has  

When she returns to her place in the pavilion, the 
�G�X�F�K�H�V�V���L�V���o�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���K�H�U���V�H�W�X�S�����W�K�U�H�H���O�D�U�J�H���W�D�S�H�V�W�U�L�H�V��
and four smaller ones; the largest shows an elven 
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knight bowing to a dragon. On the edge of her space  
is her daughter (which Anni knows, because the chil d 
keeps saying “Mama…” and the duchess keeps saying 
“not now, dear ” while she fusses with the 
arrangement.)  

Bari approaches the duchess and says, “This will 
not do. You cannot push other people aside to show 
your artwork; they also have a place here.  

She glances at him, wrinkles her nose, and says 
“there’s plenty of space; put them somewhere else.”  

They begin to discuss (or argue), and Anni, 
uncertain of what she should be doing, looks to the  
child. “Hey sweetie; would you like to play a game? ”  

Phoebe nods and comes over to her. “What kind 
of game?”  

“A string game!” Anni says, and pulls out a length 
of cord tied in a circle, and shows her how to make  
shapes with it. Phoebe claps her hands and laughs 
when Anni makes a broom, then a bowl and plate, 
then a spider-ladder.  

She pulls out another length of cord and starts 
showing Phoebe how to do some of the shapes, when 
her mother notices her.  

“Phoebe! What are you doing?”  
“I’m playin a string game! ”  
“Who is that?”  
“This is the string lady! ”  
Anni bows low. “Anni Joutsen, your Grace,” she 

murmurs. ”  
“This is Anni the String Lady,” Phoebe repeats, and 

the duchess laughs. 
“Anni the string lady, hmm? ” Phoebe just nods 

and shows her string, which is on its way to being a 
tangled mess. 

“She’s teaching me to make a magic broom! Out 
of string! ” The string gets caught on her thumb and 
she says “Ow!” 

Anni starts to reach to unhook it, and then looks 
up at the duchess, worried that she ’s overstepping, 
but the duchess just nods at her. Apparently having  
her daughter ’s goodwill is a mark in her favor, and 
Anni disentangles the string and helps Pheobe start 
again from the beginning.  

Bari is looking at her, arms crossed, tapping his f oot. 
The duchess sighs, and says “I suppose I can… 

shift this one over, and fold these two so only the  
centers are showing…”  

She squishes her display down to… only twice the 
amount of space she’s supposed to take, and Anni 
squeezes into a space about half what she should 
have, but that ’s all right with her — she really doesn’t 
have many pieces, and she doesn’t expect them to get 
much attention next to, sigh, whole tapestries.  

Inciting Event 

�)�R�U���W�K�H���o�U�V�W���O�R�R�S�����'�U�D�Z���D���F�D�U�G���W�R���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Qt 
that kicks off Act 3. It ’s the same in every loop. 

The Magician  — Major arcana = a festival, 
ceremony, or party . 

The opening ceremony of the arts pavilion the next  
morning  — once most of the artists have their wares 
displayed, Bari makes a short speech at the front 
entrance, and people from the faire start to come i n 
and look at everything.  

The wares being displayed here are not being 
sold; these will be judged, but there will be a few  
�G�D�\�V���G�L�V�S�O�D�\���o�U�V�W�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���D�U�W�L�V�W�V���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�V��
and business arrangements with the viewers.  

Bari goes around all sections of the pavilion, 
talking with each of the creators.  

Anni notices that he ’s encouraging to a lot of 
apprentices with mediocre but promising work, and 
disdainful of some of the master artisans whose wor k 
looks like it has stagnated.  

He offers praise to the Duchess; her skill and 
passion are both evident in her work and the way sh e 
talks about it. He praises Anni ’s work, and notes that 
the silver thread must ’ve been expensive for her to 
acquire, and that she’d be able to make great works 
with more quality threads and fabrics. 

…Next is Act 3, The Turn, in which Anni discovers 
�F�R�U�S�V�H�V���R�I�������R�I���W�K�H���������F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V�������'�R�Q’t worry; the 
others aren’�W���O�H�I�W���R�X�W�����$�O�O���������F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���S�O�X�V���W�K�H��
protagonist die in each loop. This is a horror game , 
remember?) 

To be continued next issue. 

Comments on E&A #6 

This month, I had time in the post -holiday quiet to 
read most of the issue.  

Cowman Baloney Face #3 – Matt Stevens 

Thanks for the Top Secret game plan diagram — very 
interesting, as that ’s a genre I don’t normally play . (I’d 
seen Top Secret but it ’s one of the boxed games I 
never even looked at, much less played.) (No dragons? 
No space ships? No mutants? Not interested. Plz 
ignore the Boot Hill sessions in junior high school ; 
the group went back to D&D and Star Frontiers 
pretty soon after that.)  

I suppose I need to get around to reading The 
Elusive Shift someday. It’s on the ereader. It ’s just. 
There’s so much else on the ereader. 

RYCT Myles Corcoran: I think most of the OSR 
movement is less about admittedly archaic mechanics  
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and more about not wanting mechanics to get in the 
way of the “convince the GM that you have a Clever 
Plan” approach to problem -solving. 

RYCT Lisa Padol, heist games: Real-world bank 
heists often didn ’t work, not because the heist went 
wrong, but because it ’�V���Y�H�U�\���G�L�è�F�X�O�W���W�R���Y�D�Q�L�V�K���Z�L�W�K��
the cash, set up a new life far enough away, and NO T 
spend the money in a way that results in needing to  
do it again in six months or a year.   

A single well-planned heist (err, before the 
modern era of cameras-everywhere, ID-needed-to-
buy-train -tickets, etc.) could set up a small team for a 
long time. Could be the one big rush of money they 
�Q�H�H�G���W�R���o�[���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�����V�N�L�S���W�R�Z�Q�����D�Q�G���V�W�D�U�W���D���Q�H�Z��
life. The problem is, ability to plan & pull of a h eist 
does not necessarily include the skills to live off  cash 
while hiding where you got that cash, nor does it 
include ability to invest that cash so the money wo n’t 
run out. And a gang that pulls off two or more heists 
has much higher chance of getting caught. 

You can, of course, check out the world ’s greatest 
heist game, but I suspect it lacks the complexity 
you’re hoping for. There’ s also the Leverage TTRPG 
but I have never clicked with Cortex. Also, it’s 
currently out of print, although I expect PDFs are 
available in the usual places. (I’d like to  enjoy Cortex; 
I miss all the fun dice.) 

Quasipseudoludognostication #7 – Patrick 
Riley 

Re: Games that require roleplaying, or systems that  
encourage it —  

�3�U�R�N�R�S�H�W�]���D�W���7�X�P�E�O�U���K�D�G���D���W�H�U�U�L�o�F���S�R�V�W���D���Z�K�L�O�H��
back about four approaches to TTRPG roleplaying: 

In a nutshell, there are four basic “stances” a 
tabletop RPG’s rules can assume that players are 
going to have toward their characters: 

a.  My character is me in a funny costume, and 
I’m going to do whatever I myself would do in 
that situation, if I somehow happened to be 
an elf wizard. 

b.  My character is a role that I’m playing, and 
I’m going to do whatever I think that 
notional person would do in that situation. 

c.  �0�\���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���L�V���D���o�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W���Z�K�R�V�H��
life I’m narrating, and I’m going to do 
whatever I think would make for the most 
compelling story. 

d.  My character is a playing-piece in a game 
that I ’m playing, and I’m going to do 
whatever scores the most points. 

In practice, most tabletop RPGs contain 
elements of all four, and there’s obviously a fair 
bit of overlap at the edges (including wrapping 
around from top to bottom – d can look a lot 
like a in certain contexts!), but every game is 
typically going to assume that you’re primarily 
aiming for one of them, or else switching 
between a couple in a well-�G�H�o�Q�H�G���Z�D�\�����H���J������
playing-piece mode in combat versus actor mode 
in downtime, to cite a common one). 

That latter example is very common for D&D, and the  
rules are unconsciously written with that in mind. 
Players and the GM will generally be very, very 
�X�Q�K�D�S�S�\���L�I���\�R�X���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���X�V�H���D�F�W�R�U���o�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
protagonist approaches while you are in combat.   

“I can’t stab him in the back! That ’s dishonorable!” 
will get frowns from some but a thumbs- up for 
others for good RP. However, “I can’t hit skeletons 
with a weapon  — that ’s disrespectful of the dead! I 
look around for a blanket or curtains to wrap them 
up in until we can get them to a priest to put them  
to rest ” will NOT be lauded as excellent roleplaying. 
Especially if you didn’ t warn the other players in 
advance that there are some “monsters” you won ’t be 
willing to attack.  

�,���K�D�Y�H���D�O�V�R���I�R�X�Q�G���L�W���D���E�L�W���W�U�R�X�E�O�H�V�R�P�H���W�R���o�J�X�U�H��
out where the roleplaying goes in things like Blades in 
the Dark. You have rolled for the encounter, for 
whether or how well you succeeded… now I ’m 
supposed to RP? Or, I’m supposed to do the RP to set 
up the plan  — sweet-talk the guards, bribe the butler, 
make friends with the teenager wandering around 
alone — and then there ’s a single roll to see if you 
�V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�O�\���L�Q�o�O�W�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���F�D�V�W�O�H�"  

It feels like there ’s a rhythm to the game I 
haven’�W���o�J�X�U�H�G���R�X�W�����,���F�D�Q’t tell if that ’s “I’m missing 
something” or “this takes a very different approach ” 
or just “I don’t actually like this game structure. ”  

Firedrake’s Hoard #5 – Roger Bell_West  

RYCT Myles Corcoran re Creative Commons & AI: My 
understanding, as an amateur copyright law 
�D�o�F�L�R�Q�D�G�R�����Z�D�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���W�K�D�W��feeding data into LLMs/AI 
image generators is entirely legal, based on the same 
principles that allow Google search to work (which 
has been litigated in detail at least twice) and si milar 
situations. 

Creating a copy for analytics purposes is legal. 
Acquisition of the content is still subject to legal 

review, hence the Anthropic lawsuit settlement.  
And what ’s actually done with the use of the 

content after it ’s fed into the analysis machine, 
whatever that is, is also potentially subject to re view. 
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It ’s my amateur, not -a-lawyer opinion that 
Creative Commons licenses, other than CC0 
attempting to release something into the public 
domain (...it’s complicated), are not relevant for AI 
purposes. 

���� Feeding the content into the AI blender: No 
problem, regardless of license. 

2. Releasing public content based on stuff fed into 
the blender: All CC licenses require “BY” 
attribution, and none of the AI bots will tell you a 
damn thing about where they got their data. If 
the AI uses CC content and builds output based 
on it, that ’s no different from build ing output 
based on a movie or book or game currently in 
production with its copyrights strictly protected.  

Is that allowed at all? Is AI -gen content a fair use of 
the source material? �� We’ll have to watch the next 
�I�H�Z���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���F�R�X�U�W���V�K�H�Q�D�Q�L�J�D�Q�V���W�R���o�Q�G���R�X�W�����%�X�W���&�&��
licenses don’t change the base principles here, 
because they’re all requiring  something that the AI 
machines are not equipped to provide.  

Twisting the Rope #7 – Myles Corcoran  

I have not tried many non -journaling solo games, by 
which I mean, games where you roll 2 for success/ 
failure, or yes/no answers. I have some, and 
intentions to try them; I ’m still getting the hang of 
“draw a card and narrate the results based on this 
interpretation…”  

I don’t have a good setup for this. I have limited 
table space, and I keep wanting solo ttrpgs to be 
�R�I�p�L�Q�H�����V�H�W���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U���D�Z�D�\���D�Q�G���V�L�W���G�R�Z�Q���D�W���W�K�H��
table with character sheets, rulebooks, dice, etc  — and 
then realize that actually I don ’t enjoy taking notes 
by hand anymore. I want a keyboard to keep track of  
what happens, and if I ’ve got that, why not a PDF 
character sheet where I can type in changes as they  
happen, and ooh hey I could have a map program, or 
at least a map to look at and put down dots o n for 
where I ’ve been… 

Maybe someday after I get my room cleaned up 
and organized (hah) I will have a dedicated TTRPG 
table, with a laptop focused on gaming and half the  
table open for cards/maps/character etc sheets.  

Reddened Stars #5 – John Redden 

RYCTM: MDZS is Mo Dao Zu Shi, the Chinese book 
(...or series, it’s complicated) translated to Grand -
Master of Demonic Cultivation, which inspired the 

 

��  Or fair dealing. Or other exemption. Hey, where are  the AI 
servers located, and what copyright law is in effec t for them? 

live-action show The Untamed (abbreviation CQL 
from the Chinese version, which I can never 
remember the words for). A lot of Chinese media are  
known to fans by abbreviations of the Chinese words ; 
many of the characters are known by 2 - or 3-letter 
abbreviations based on the characters that form their 
names. LWJ is Lan Wangji; WWX is Wei Wuxian; Xie 
Lian is XL (from a different story), etc. 

Ronin Engineer – Jim Eckman 

I am not sure it ’s reasonable to call a game published 
�L�Q�������������W�K�H��“third generation ” of anything. Bushido 
may have the kind of system that 3rd gen OSR uses, 
but I don ’t think it was a 3rd gen thing on its own.   

An Unlooked For Zine #6 – Lisa Padol 

I was also impressed with Wake Up, Dead Man. I’d 
been worried that it was going to do one of those 
“we solved everything… except this One Tiny Detail 
which is a Mystery we ’re leaving open as potential 
Divine Intervention. ” Nope, everything worked out in 
proper murder -mystery style  — but it couldn ’t have 
been solved without Father Jud ’s faith and devotion. 
Blanc would never have been able to earn the trust 
needed to get the details. He might ’ve been able to 
sort out most of who did what, but he would never 
have known why.  

The Estate of False Grif�n Point – Limli the 
Librarian  

I enjoyed the adventure module, which I believe I 
could adapt for GURPS or Fate. (Fate has the issue of 
“no resource tracking ” — have to decide what to do 
about anything that costs money. It probably 
becomes an Overcome roll based on Resources in Fate 
Core/Condensed, or maybe a Careful approach in 
Accelerated.) I’ve had some practice converting D&D 
spells to Fate; most of them are “�L�Q�p�L�F�W���D�Q���$�V�S�H�F�W” or 
“create an obstacle that needs to be Overcome,” 
potentially with some measure of bonuses.   

Going to be Ad-Libbed #5 – Avram Grumer  

�5�H�����6�X�S�H�U�K�H�U�R�H�V���o�J�K�W�L�Q�J���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q’t screw: 
Whoever theorized that has not read any superhero 
�I�D�Q�o�F�����2�Y�H�U���L�Q���R�X�U���F�R�U�Q�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����Z�H��
believe superheroes screw all the time, with anyone 
momentarily consenting, because they are all living  
the “we could die any time ” lifestyle. High adrenaline, 
high risk; high mobility; take your pleasures where  

2  Roll dice, draw a card, remove a block from the tow er, spin a 
wheel, whatever. Use a randomizer to get results.  
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you can because you or they may not be here 
tomorrow. (Superman ’s type has been stated as 
“sentient and not currently engaged in a major 
crime.”) The one exception is usually Batman, which 
makes him neurotic as hell. (Of course, the plot of  the 
�I�D�Q�o�F���L�V���R�I�W�H�Q���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�R�V�H��
neuroses and getting Batman laid.)  

Re: Tactical games: There’s a large crowd that 
insists no PbtA game can be “tactical ” because there’s 
no hex map or grid involved in the combat 
mechanics. 

RYCT Roger Bell_West — yep, there it is: The claim 
that “tactical ” in TTRPG means “battlemap required. ” 

RYCT me: I hate you. I hate you. I hate you. 
No, as far as I know, there is no Subgenius BoB 

game… yet. There just aren’t that many of them . 
Now I have a new project. I am gonna have to 

�o�Q�G���P�\���F�R�S�L�H�V���R�I���%�R�R�N���R�I���W�K�H���6�X�E�J�H�Q�L�X�V���D�Q�G��
Revelation X and The Stark Fist of Removal and 
whatever slackanalia I can track down on bootleg 
PDF sites and put something together. 

I hate you. 
In other topics: Part of why our Wanderhome 

prep took forever was because we were short on 
people, so we could take a couple of extra sessions to 
just poke through the rulebook together and get a 
sense of how this works. We also agreed that it ’s 
likely to have some awkward and slow moments but 
it looks like there could be real magic here and we  
�Z�D�Q�W���W�R���o�Q�G���L�W���� 

The huge number of natures hasn ’t been a 
problem because, so far, we’re not assigning them to 
people. It’s been useful to have a large number to 
draw on to describe locations – to say this town/mini -
region/site has these 3 natures; you can interact w ith 
any of them. And for our location writeups in Roll2 0, 
we’re listing all the details for each nature: The ba sic 
description, the “this place can always…,” the two 
aesthetic elements we (I) chose, and the folklore f or 
each place – randomly chosen so far, with “something 
of your own choosing ” either being something I ’m 
bringing in from Glitch, or left to the other playe rs 
when we get to that place.  

Denizens of the Library #6 – Brian Rogers 

RYCT Lisa Padol: While I would very much like JKR’s 
media empire to collapse and for her to hit the sam e 
instant obscurity and outcast status that Neil Gaiman 
is facing, there’s also a part of me looking forward to 
the new HBO remake of the Harry Potter series. 
Because there will be a swarm of new fans who grew 
up vaguely aware of HP but were too young to read 
the books or even see the movies when they came 

out, who will avidly watch the new series, start 
�P�D�N�L�Q�J���I�D�Q�o�F���D�Q�G���I�D�Q�D�U�W�����D�Q�G���J�R���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H��
communities about that…  

And discover that the biggest pairing in HP 
fandom is Harry/Draco (“ But they hate each other ! 
That’s an abusive relationship!”), with a strong 
showing by Harry/Snape, which is not far from being  
overtaken by Harry/Voldemort.  

(JKR’s continued celebrity status  is horrible, so I 
am going to enjoy the hell out of the shocked disma y 
of her �Q�H�Z���I�D�Q�V���Z�K�R���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���I�D�Q�o�F���Q�H�H�G�V���W�R���I�R�O�O�R�Z��
the character assumptions from  the canon setting. 
And that it needs to depict plausible, ethical, mor ally 
decent relationships that you would be happy to hav e 
as neighbors.) 

I have also been enjoying the League of Regrettable 
Superheroes writeups and have been tempted to go 
crawling through public domain comics to write up a  
pack of superheroes in my game of choice.  

Probably Champions; GURPS is not good for 
Supers. There are a few Fate supers adaptations; I like 
�:�H�D�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���&�D�S�H���E�X�W���W�K�D�W���R�Q�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V���D���V�S�H�F�L�o�F��
origin type  — no aliens, no deities, no beings-from -
other -planes, and no true gadgets. 

Age of Menace #244 – Brian Christopher 
Misiaszek 

RYCTM: My two Black Loti (one is signed) are in very 
much not -mint condition. We played without card 
covers (card covers did not exist when we started, or 
rather, nobody was using them for MTG; they were 
for sports trading cards). He mentioned when he 
signed it that most Lotuses he saw were in one of 
two conditions: Pristine mint, or “much loved.” Min e 
are in the “much loved” category.  They are from the 
Revised edition, not Alpha or Beta, and I have no 
�V�S�H�F�L�o�F���S�U�R�Y�H�Q�D�Q�F�H���W�R���Y�H�U�L�I�\���5�X�V�K’s signature. I also 
have a small handful of moxen and dual lands, not a  
complete set of either. My single purchase of an 
�$�U�D�E�L�D�Q���1�L�J�K�W�V���E�R�R�V�W�H�U���J�R�W���P�H���$�O�L���I�U�R�P���&�D�L�U�R�����6�X�è�F�H��
to say that I have a very nice slush fund in collec tible 
cards, should I sell them someday, but they are not 
“buy a house” levels of value. 

Accidental Recall #6 – Joshua Kronengold 

Sorry to hear you lost your job; job hunting sucks,  
and I am hoping to stay at mine (I ’ve been here 3 
years) for the next several decades. (Our union group 
may be tiny and weak, but it is a union, and as suc h 
we’re immune to the erratic “oh sales are down; 
you’�U�H���D�O�O���o�U�H�G” events that I ’ve faced in the past.) 
AFIAK we don’t hire coders or I ’d look for openings; 
but we mostly hire actuaries & analysts for health & 
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�U�H�W�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W���E�H�Q�H�o�W���S�O�D�Q�V�����3�O�X�V���D�G�P�L�Q���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W�V���O�L�N�H��
me, but I believe those jobs are all frozen for now . 

RYCT Myles Corcoran & Brindlewood Bay — I 
hadn’t thought of having a mystery game where the 
�S�O�D�\�H�U�V�������������N�Q�R�Z���W�K�H���P�X�U�G�H�U�H�U���L�Q���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���D�U�H��
�W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���o�J�X�U�H���R�X�W���K�R�Z���W�K�H�\���G�L�G���L�W���D�Q�G���K�R�Z���W�R���Y�H�U�L�I�\��
enough details to bring them to justice. But that ’s a 
“maybe later” issue; I am considering running 
Brindlewood Bay, and I will note that it ’s important 
to tell the players “you need to be building a theory 
of what happened as you go, and adjust it every tim e 
you get a new clue ” — that they can ’t just collect 
clues, and then sit together and try to put together 
the story. (They technically can; there ’s no penalty for 
that, but it ’ll be a lot harder to incorporate all the 
clues at that point.)   

I suppose I need to try running it to see if the 
built -in retirement of characters bugs me. On initial 
view, I am annoyed that there is no way to run a 
Holmes/Marple/Bones/Scooby Doo etc. longstanding 
campaign — that the Crowns are one -time uses and 
when they ’re gone, your character is done. Although I 
suppose you could have a longstanding Murder 
Mavens club, with some people retiring, or dying, o r 
leaving Brindlewood as new members join them.   

I am planning on putting together an 
Untamed/MDZS modern-AU Brindlewood Bay module. 
A cultivator from a local Buddhist temple ( “Cloud 
Recesses” if I’ m running it for fans; “Deep Cloud 
Haven” �L�I���,���Q�H�H�G���W�R���o�O�H���R�I�I���W�K�H���V�H�U�L�D�O���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V�����L�V��
getting married to a man soon, and in searching their 
archives for support of same -sex marriages, he’s 
found some disturbing info, and he believes his 
mother may have been murdered 20+ years ago. He’s 
come to the Murder Mavens because he doesn’t want 
a messy, disruptive police investigation for something 
that may not even be a murder. But he ’d really not 
like to include his mother’s murderer in his weddin g 
�F�H�U�H�P�R�Q�\�����V�R���S�O�H�D�V�H�����F�D�Q���W�K�H�\���o�Q�G���R�X�W���Z�K�D�W��
happened? 

I have a list of 9 suspects, although Lan Xichen is 
very much a stretch and would likely fall under 
“accident” rather than murder. Two options are not 
technically suspects. (Maybe it’s not a murder at all, 
just illness or something like that. And maybe she just 
escaped.) 

RYCT Lisa Padol and sanity rolls: No player would 
(effectively) argue that “�P�D�N�H���D���o�Q�G-traps roll to 
detect the hidden needle ” means “well, I only have to 
roll the dice; it doesn’ t mean I have to roll under my 
skill level.” “ Make a sanity roll ” doesn’t mean “roll the 
dice and compare the result to your sanity stat ”; it 
means “succeed at a sanity roll. ” “ Make a saving 
throw against poison for half damage” does not mean 

“roll the dice, and whatever number turns up doesn ’t 
matter — you take half damage.” 

RYCT Brian Misiaszek — Violin vs Fiddle: There are 
a lot of short videos about “what ’s the difference?” 
�W�K�D�W���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H���D���P�X�V�L�F�L�D�Q���o�U�V�W���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���D�Q���H�[�F�H�U�S�W���I�U�R�P��
a classical piece, then removing their shirt, openi ng a 
beer and playing a bluegrass piece. There are very few 
that play the same piece in the two different style s, 
but I found two:   
�x Difference between Violin and Fiddle in One Note  
�x If Vivaldi Played the Fiddle  

Everyone else 

RAEBNC.  

Not -E&A Comments: RPG Dating 
Services; Dungeons as Colonialism 

From Domille on Bluesky:

 

There are a few places where you can search for 
groups — or more accurately, search for a GM/game 
�W�R���M�R�L�Q�����7�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���k�o�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U��
players with similar interests so you might chat, p ick 
a GM, and play together.” 

�7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���D���I�H�Z���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���S�O�D�\�H�U���J�U�R�X�S���o�Q�G�L�Q�J��
websites where the main detail is “where are you 
physically located,” followed by “which games do yo u 
play?” (I found my long -running GURPS group 
through one of those.)  

None of them address style of play. Most of them 
have a checklist of games, so  they include a few 
dozen of the most popular, and maybe an “other” 
option.  

Startplaying.games is “paid GMs offer their 
services.” It had a big boom during Covid lockdown 
and is now scrambling to make money, because once 
�L�W�V���*�0�V���o�Q�G���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D���U�H�O�L�D�E�O�H���J�U�R�X�S�����W�K�H�\���V�W�R�S��
scheduling through SPG and just connect with their 
players in Discord or whatever. (Their cut went from 
���������W�R�������� last year, and GMs and players both 
twitched about that. Also, they apparently take the ir 
percentage out of tips as well, which is illegal.)  
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Reviews on SPG are subject to GM challenge – 
you can leave a negative review, but it might be 
removed if the GM can argue to the site owners that  
it’s not valid.  

Players are not reviewed. There’s no way for GMs 
to spot a troublemaker in advance, nor to say “this  
person is great at roleplaying but weak on tactics”  or 
vice-versa. 

…Someday I’ll probably write a rant  an article 
about paid GMing. Short version: I am not in favor,  
although I’ve heard some valid points about GMing a s 
an educational skill; I can see “teaching people to  play 
�5�3�*�V�y���D�V���D���U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�����k�3�D�\���P�H���I�R�U���W�K�L�V����-
week RPG workshop” or something  like it. 

�5�R�O�O�������Q�H�W���K�D�V���D���k�o�Q�G���D���J�D�P�H�y���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�����Z�K�H�U�H��
the GMs put as much (or as little) description as t hey 
want, and each game has a mini-discussion forum. 
This is mostly used for things like “I can’t make 
Thursday; how solid is the date” or “here’s my 
character idea” and the GM saying either “sounds 
good; I’ll send you an invite” or “um, I do not thi nk 
your owlfolk nun warlock is going to work in this 
Brindlewood Bay game.” (I cannot tell you how much 
I wish I were making that up.)  

The main R20 forums are very limited in topics; 
�W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���k�V�R�F�L�D�O���o�Q�G���S�O�D�\�H�U�V�y���]�R�Q�H�����D�Q�G���S�R�V�W�V���R�Q��
�W�K�D�W���W�R�S�L�F���Z�L�O�O���E�H���U�H�P�R�Y�H�G�����(�Y�H�Q���L�I���\�R�X���o�Q�G���S�O�D�\�H�U�V���R�U��
GMs you like by connecting through a game – it’s 
hard to keep track of them later; you have to 
remember to share contact info so you can chat 
outside of R20. 

Sick of These Fucking Dungeons by Radmad 

radmad.substack.com/p/sick-of-these-fucking -
dungeons – �'�H�F������������������ 

This article discusses “dungeons” as they exist in 
fantasy rpgs, and how they exist to allow 
depersonalized violence. 

What do you think of when you picture a dungeon? 
A tomb? A temple? A collection of rooms? A grid? 

The dungeon is categorized as a place to be 
traversed. It has locations that house things to kill 
and/or things to steal. It has distances that tax 
your supplies. It has traps and hazards to impede 
your traversal. Much ink has been spilled trying to 
make dungeons make sense. Ecologies, economies, 
housing, etc. But they do not undungeon the space. 
Ecologies exist to be disrupted. Economies exist to 
be exploited. Housing exists to hold things to kill. If 

 

3  �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���J�H�H�N�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���F�R�P��������������  

these things described the dungeon as a place, like 
a city, well then it wouldn’t be a dungeon. 

He points out that a “tomb” dungeon involves grave -
robbing; that a “temple” is (or was) a place of 
worship, “ �G�H�P�R�Q�L�o�H�G���W�R���P�D�N�H���L�W���D�F�F�H�S�W�D�E�O�H���I�R�U��
conquer.”  

He nicely articulates what I’ve felt for years but 
�K�D�G�Q�
�W���o�J�X�U�H�G���R�X�W���K�R�Z���W�R���V�D�\��– that there is 
something innately disturbing about the whole 
dungeon-crawl focus of most fantasy games, that it 
does not survive consideration as an ethical lifest yle. 
That to make it ethical to loot tombs, raid wizard 
towers, and kill the residents of every temple that  
welcomes goblin worshippers, you need a whole lot 
of very complex worldbuilding in the background. 
Otherwise, the characters are just murderhobos, 3 
wanderers who kill “things” (…often people) that 
inconvenience them, or that they can get paid for 
killing.  

Re: Murderhobos – there are any number of 
articles online about how to spot them & avoid them  
in games, how GMs can craft their games to 
discourage murderhoboing, etc. Very few note that 
the entire “dungeon” approach of many D&D games 
results in all the ch aracters being murderhobos: They 
have no permanent homes; they wander around in 
small groups, looking for things to murder or steal . 
Only, as Radmad’s article mentions – it’s not called 
“murdering and stealing” when it’s a dungeon.  

“Nobody” owns that treasure; please ignore the 
sentients who live in this “abandoned” tomb (which 
is to say, no longer managed by the people who 
created it, not that nobody lives there). It’s not 
“murder” if it’s “kill the non- humans that are 
preventing yo u from grabbing the holy items in this 
temple dedicated to an evil deity.” And so on.  

The more distant I get from D&D, the less sense 
the classic adventure modules make to me. At best, 
they work as exercises in warfare: “The Evil Empire  is 
at our borders; we need to take out their new keep”  I 
can understand. Whether or not the empire is “tr uly 
evil,” I can accept “gotta kill them before they ki ll us.”  

But many of the modules or GM -created 
adventures I see are, “deep in the hills is an anci ent 
�W�R�P�E���I�X�O�O���R�I���W�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�����J�X�D�U�G�H�G���E�\���Z�U�D�L�W�K�V���D�Q�G���o�O�O�H�G��
with spider monsters, with a lich -king at its center. 
Dare you brave its dangers to win its prizes?” as i f it 
were a kind of circus game or sports arena.  

…Whose tomb? Who’s the rightful heir to that 
treasure? I suspect it’s not Gorkaar the Bold and 
Fleswip the Sneaky. 
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(Artwork by Me and William O'Brien )

I’m working on this instead of following the news. Good god!
Switching from Garramond to Calibri this issue. The federal government 
banned Calibri for being “woke” -- it’s too easy to read -- so I see no 
reason not to try it.

The Dungeon Master as Dick (IgTheme)

This is from another D&D 3E campaign in the 2000s. Ping was the DM; Wyeth played Lemec, a gnome 
wizard; Ben���Á���•���d�}�Œ�]�Ç���u���U���������Z���}�•�r�•�����Œ�Œ�������Z���o�(�r�����š���Œ���v�P���Œ���~�‰�}�Œ�š�Œ���]�š���]�•���š�}�‰���o���L�•�V�����v�����/���‰�o���Ç�������<���Œ�]�š�Z�U��
human cleric.

Ping may have been the best Dungeon Master I ever had. One reason he was so good is that he was 
a bit of a dick to his players. Not too much���}�(���������]���l���r�r���Z�����Á���•�v�[�š�������u�µ�v���Z�l�]�v�����D�U���l�]�o�o�]�v�P���}�+�����}�Ì���v�•���}�(��
characters for stupid reasons -- but a minor one. Munchkin games were like the Saw franchise; Ping’s 
were like Coen brother movies.

For example … I joined his 3E Erathia campaign when the PCs were in their mid-teens, level-wise. The 
�W���•���Z�������l�]�o�o���������������Z�}�o�����Œ���]�v�����������À�������}�u�‰�o���Æ�V���š�Z�����š�Œ�����•�µ�Œ�����Z�������������v���o���L�����š���š�Z�������}�©�}�u���}�(�������P�]���v�š���‰�]�š�X��
Lemec went to check in.

���D���~�W�]�v�P�•�W���^�K�Z�U���š�Z���������À�����]�•���.�o�o�������Á�]�š�Z���K�Œ���•���v�}�Á�X�_
�>���u�������~�t�Ç���š�Z�•�W���^�t�Z���š�������}�µ�š���š�Z�����š�Œ�����•�µ�Œ���M�_
���D�W���^�/�[�u�����(�Œ���]�����]�š�[�•���P�}�v���X�_
�>���u�����W���^�,�}�Á�M�J���d�Z�����‰�]�š���Á���•���í�ì�ì�[���������‰�J�J���t�Z���š�����]�����š�Z���Ç���•�‰���v�����]�š���}�v�J�M�_
���D�W���^���Z�U���(�µ�Œ�v�]�š�µ�Œ���U�����Œ�š�U���l�v�]���l���l�v�����l�•�U���š�Z���š���•�}�Œ�š���}�(���š�Z�]�v�P�X�_���~�t�����]�u���P�]�v���������o�����l���À���o�À���š���‰���]�v�Ÿ�v�P�•���}�(���•������
�K�Œ�������o�}�Á�v�•�X�•

Lemec gave up, disgustedly cast Cloudkill on the orcs and we moved on.

�>���š���Œ�U���u�Ç�����o���Œ�]�����<���Œ�]�š�Z���P�}�š�������‰�Œ���•�Ÿ�P�������o���•�•���š�Z���š���P���À�����Z�]�u�������(�Œ�����������]�o�Ç��Heroes’ Feast; at that level, the 
���+�����š�•���Á�}�µ�o�����o���•�š�����o�o�������Ç�X���/�v���}�v�����•���•�•�]�}�v���/���•���]�����Á�����•�Z�}�µ�o�������o�o���Z���À�����š�Z�����•�‰���o�o�[�•�������v���.�š�•�X

���D���~�W�]�v�P�•�W���^�E�}���Ç�}�µ�����}�v�[�š�J���z�}�µ�����]���v�[�š���•���Ç���Ç�}�µ�������•�š��Heroes’ Feast.”
�<���Œ�]�š�Z���~�u���•�W���^�t�Z�Ç���Á�}�µ�o���v�[�š���/�M���/���P���š���š�}�������•�š���]�š���(�}�Œ���(�Œ�����J�_
���D�W���^�E�}�‰���U���Ç�}�µ���Z���À�����š�}���š���o�o���u�����������Z���Ÿ�u���X�_



�d�Z���Œ�����L���Œ�U���Á�Z���v���À���Œ���W�]�v�P���Á�}�µ�o�����•���Ç���^�š�Z�����v���Æ�š�������Ç�Y�_���/���Á�}�µ�o�����Œ���•�‰�}�v���W���^�K�Z�U���]�•���]�š���u�}�Œ�v�]�v�P�����P���]�v�U���W�]�v�P�M��
�d�Z���š���u�����v�•���/�������•�š���Y�_���~���µ�‰�‰�]�v�P���u�Ç���u�}�µ�š�Z�•���^HEROES’ FEAST!!!!!!” It drove him crazy, but that was kind 
of the point.

���š���}�v�����‰�}�]�v�š���<���Œ�]�š�Z���o�����Œ�v�������š�Z����Harm���•�‰���o�o�U���š�Z�����]�v�•���v���o�Ç���‰�}�Á���Œ�(�µ�o���ï�X�ì���À���Œ�•�]�}�v�X���d�Z�����W���•���Á���Œ�����‰�]�•�•�������}�+��
���š�����v�����v���]���v�š���Á�Z�]�š�������Œ���P�}�v�U���•�}���Á�����š���o���‰�}�Œ�š�������š�}���Z�]�•�������À���X���d�Z�����.�P�Z�š���Á���v�š���o�]�l�����š�Z�]�•�W

�<���Œ�]�š�Z���~�u���•�W���^�/�������•�š��Harm.”
�d�}�Œ�]�Ç���u�����~�����v�•�W���^�/���‰�}�l�����Z�]�u���Á�]�š�Z���u�Ç���o�}�v�P�•�Á�}�Œ���X�_
���D���~�W�]�v�P�•�W���Ž�•�]�P�Z�•�Ž��� �̂��o�o���Œ�]�P�Z�š�U���Z���[�•�����������X�_

�t�����Á���Œ�������}�v�P�Œ���š�µ�o���Ÿ�v�P���}�µ�Œ�•���o�À���•���Á�Z�]�o�����W�]�v�P���Œ�}�o�o�������µ�‰���š�Œ�����•�µ�Œ���X���,�����o�}�}�l�������µ�‰�U���•�u�]�o�]�v�P�X

���D���~�W�]�v�P�•�W���^�^�}�Y���d�Z���š�[�•���í�ì�ì�U�ì�ì�ì�����}�‰�‰���Œ�U���ô�U�ì�ì�ì���•�]�o�À���Œ�U���õ�ì�ì���P�}�o���U�����v���������=�í���G���]�o�X�_
�>���u�������~�t�Ç���š�Z�•�W��� �̂��Œ�����š�Z�������}�]�v�•���•���‰���Œ���š�����U�����š���o�����•�š�M�_
���D�W���^�E�}�U���š�Z���Ç�[�Œ�����u�]�Æ�������š�}�P���š�Z���Œ�U���]�v���������]�P���‰�]�o���X�_

�^�}���Á�����Á�}�v���š�Z�������‹�µ�]�À���o���v�š���}�(���í�ì�ì�U�ì�ì�ì���‰���v�v�]���•�X���t�����Z�������v�}���]�v�š���Œ���•�š���]�v���•�Z�]�‰�‰�]�v�P���í�U�ì�ô�õ���‰�}�µ�v���•���}�(�����}�]�v�•��
�(�}�Œ�������î�U�ó�ì�ì���'�W���Œ���Á���Œ���U���•�}���Á�����(�}�µ�v�����•�}�u�����v�����Œ���Ç�����Á���Œ�À���•�����v�����š�}�o�����š�Z���u���š�}���Z���o�‰���š�Z���u�•���o�À���•�X���,���Ç�U��
nothing wagered, nothing gained.

Corrections/Context for Last Issue

Big Scary Dave said that the Whale Whore encounter was at a dockside warehouse, not a castle, 
�Á�Z�]���Z���u���������š�Z�����u���v���P���Œ�[�•�����}�v���o�µ�•�]�}�v�������o�]�©�o�����u�}�Œ�����Œ�����•�}�v�����o���X���W�}�]�v�š���š���l���v�J

�,�����������������u�}�Œ���������š���]�o�•�������}�µ�š���Á�Z�Ç���Á�����Á���Œ�����š�Z���Œ�������v�����Á�Z���š���Á�����Á���Œ�����•�µ�‰�‰�}�•�������š�}�����������}�]�v�P�U�����µ�š���Á�Z�}��
�����Œ���•�M�����o�o���/���Œ���u���u�����Œ���]�•�U���Á���������Œ�Œ���o�������]�v�����•���Á�Z�}�Œ���•�����v�����l�]�o�o�������•�}�u�������µ�����•�X���d�,���d�[�^�����E�d���Z�d���/�E�D���E�d�J
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My D&D Replacement 

Brian Rodgers has been telling us about his revisions of basic D&D, so I thought I’d talk about my own 
D&D-style game.

�/�[�À�����������v���Á�}�Œ�l�]�v�P���}�v���]�š�����������µ�•�����u�Ç�������u�‰���]�P�v�•���.�š�����Á�l�Á���Œ���o�Ç���Á�]�š�Z�����˜���X���/�[�À�������o�Á���Ç�•���������v���u�}�Œ�����]�v�š���Œ-
ested in mythology and folklore than Tolkienesque fantasy (even though mythology and folklore were 
�d�}�o�l�]���v�[�•���]�v�•�‰�]�Œ���Ÿ�}�v�•�U�����v�����u�Ç���o���•�š���(���Á�������u�‰���]�P�v�•���Z���À�����������v���]�v�•�‰�]�Œ���������Ç���•�}�µ�Œ�����•���o�]�l�����š�Z�����D���Z�����Z���Œ���š����
���v�����š�Z�������}�u�‰���v�]�}�v�•���}�(���D�}�Z���u�u�����X�����˜�������]���v�[�š���Á�}�Œ�l���Á���o�o���Á�]�š�Z���u�������•�����D���}�Œ���š�Z�����•���«�v�P�•�X

�^�}���/�[�À�����Á�}�Œ�l�]�v�P�U���•�o�}�Á�o�Ç�U���}�v���u�Ç���}�Á�v���•�Ç�•�š���u�X���Z���š�Z���Œ���š�Z���v���P�}���š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z���u�����Z���v�]�����o�������š���]�o�•�U���/���š�Z�}�µ�P�Z�š�����/�[����
talk about some of the ideas behind them.

The Standard Six
�&�Œ�}�u���š�Z�����À���Œ�Ç�������P�]�v�v�]�v�P�U�����À���Œ�Ç���•�]�v�P�o�����v���Á���Z�W�'���Z���•���Z�������������]�+���Œ���v�š���o�]�•�š���}�(�������]�o�]�š�Ç���•���}�Œ���•�U���(�Œ�}�u��Tunnels 
and Trolls���š�}���š�}�����Ç�X���/���}�v�������u�������������o�]�•�š���}�(�������]�o�]�š�Ç���•���}�Œ�����v���u���•���(�Œ�}�u�����o�o���š�Z�������]�+���Œ���v�š���Z�W�'�•���]�v���u�Ç�����}�o�o����-
�Ÿ�}�v�U�����v�����P�}�š���š�}���}�À���Œ���î�ì�ì�������(�}�Œ�����/���������v���}�v�������š�Z�����‰�Œ�}�i�����š�X
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�/���Á���v�š���š�}�����Œ�����l���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�]�•���ñ�ì���Ç�����Œ���š�Œ�����]�Ÿ�}�v�X���D�Ç���P���u�����Z���•���•�]�Æ�������]�o�]�Ÿ���•�U�����v�����š�Z���Ç�����Œ�����^�š�Œ���v�P�š�Z�U�������Æ�š���Œ�]�š�Ç�U��
���}�v�•�Ÿ�š�µ�Ÿ�}�v�U���/�v�š���o�o�]�P���v�����U���t�]�•���}�u�����v�������Z���Œ�]�•�u���X

�d�Z���]�Œ���u�����v�]�v�P�•�����v�����µ�•���•���Á�]�o�o�������������o�]�©�o�������]�+���Œ���v�š�U���š�Z�}�µ�P�Z�X

·	 Strength determines both damage and resistance to damage

·	 �����Æ�š���Œ�]�š�Ç���]�•���š�Z�������}�u�����š�r�P�}�����•�š���š�U�����•�����}�u�����š���]�•���Œ���•�}�o�À�������Á�]�š�Z�����}�u�‰���Ÿ�Ÿ�À���������Æ���Œ�}�o�o�•���o�]�l�����]�v��Two 

Fisted Tales

·	 ���}�v�•�Ÿ�š�µ�Ÿ�}�v���]�v���]�����š���•�����v���µ�Œ���v�����U���Á�Z�]���Z���]�•���•�‰���v�š���š�}�����}���P�������v�����‰���Œ�Œ�Ç�����©�����l�•�V���š�}���Œ���•�]�•�š���•�‰���o�o�•�V��

���v�����š�}�������•�š���•�‰���o�o�•�����v�����µ�•�����•�‰�����]���o�������]�o�]�Ÿ���•

·	 �/�v�š���o�o�]�P���v�������]�•���µ�•���������•���]�v���'�h�Z�W�^�W���/�š�[�•���š�Z���������•�����(�}�Œ���u�}�•�š���v�}�v�r���}�u�����š���•�l�]�o�o�•�X

·	 �t�]�•���}�u���]�v���]�����š���•���l�v�}�Á�o�����P���U���‰���Œ�Ÿ���µ�o���Œ�o�Ç���}�(�����•�}�š���Œ�]�����X

·	 Charisma represents favor with the gods.

So in this game, Intelligence would be the key score for rogues; wisdom for wizards; and charisma for  
divine agents.

�^�š���š�•�����Œ�������o�o�}�����š�����W���z�}�µ���•�š���Œ�š���Á�]�š�Z���•���}�Œ���•���}�(���ô���]�v���������Z�U�����v�����Z���À�����î�ð���‰�}�]�v�š�•���š�}�����o�o�}�����š���������š�Á�����v���š�Z���u�U��
�Á�]�š�Z���u���Æ�]�u�µ�u���•���}�Œ���•���}�(���í�ò�X���������Z���o���À���o�����L���Œ���í�•�š���Ç�}�µ���P���š���ï���‰�}�]�v�š�•���š�}�����������š�}�������]�o�]�š�Ç���•���}�Œ���•�U�����v�����v�}���•���}�Œ����
can be more than double another.

Favor and Fate
There’s a long standing debate whether or not DMs should kill PCs. For this game I take a middle po-
�•�]�Ÿ�}�v�W�����W���•�������v�����]�������L���Œ���š�Z���]�Œ�����]�À�]�v�����&���À�}�Œ���Œ�µ�v�•���}�µ�š�X���/�v�]�Ÿ���o�����]�À�]�v�����&���À�}�Œ���‰�}�]�v�š�•�����Œ���������•�������}�v�����Z���Œ�]�•�u����
�r�r���•�š���Œ�Ÿ�v�P�����š�����,���r�ô���(�}�Œ���u�}�•�š���W���•���r�r�����v�����š�Z�������D���l�����‰�•���š�Œ�����l���}�(���š�Z���u�X���,�����•�‰���v���•���š�Z���u���Á�Z���v���À���Œ���š�Z�����W����
gets valuable magic items or other favors from the gods.

Some characters have preordained fates. They can only die through that preordained fashion, but they 
���µ�]�o�����µ�‰���^���v�Ÿ�r�&���À�}�Œ�_���Á�Z���v���š�Z���Ç�����•�����‰�����������š�Z�����Ç���}�š�Z���Œ���u�����v�•�U�����v�����]�š�[�•�����‰�‰�o�]���������P���]�v�•�š���š�Z���u���Á�Z���v��
their fated end approaches.

Characters can also curse���������Z���}�š�Z���Œ�U���Á�Z�]���Z���u�����v�•���š�Z���Ç�����}�v�À���Œ�š���š�Z���]�Œ���&���À�}�Œ���]�v�š�}�����v�Ÿ�r�&���À�}�Œ���(�}�Œ���•�}�u��-
one else. Obviously their curses only work if they have Divine Favor to spare.

Spells and Skills
I don’t want a system where everyone casts spells, like old RuneQuest. But I also don’t want magic 
�o�]�u�]�š�������š�}���v���Œ�Œ�}�Á�����o���•�•���•���}�(���^�•�‰���o�o�������•�š���Œ�•�X�_���>���P���v���•�����Œ�����.�o�o�������Á�]�š�Z�����‰�]�������Œ���L���Œ�•�����v�����š�Z���]�Œ���u�]�Œ�����µ�o�}�µ�•��
���Œ�����Ÿ�}�v�•�U�����v�����š�Z�����u�]�v���r���o�}�Á�]�v�P���(�����š�•���}�(���o���P���v�����Œ�Ç���Á���Œ�Œ�]�}�Œ�•�U�����v�����/���Á���v�š���š�Z���u���š�}���������‰���Œ�š���}�(���u�Ç���P���u���X

So in my system, magic comes from skill mastery. The best musicians can enchant listeners with their 
�u�µ�•�]���V���š�Z�����P�Œ�����š���•�š�����o�����l�•�u�]�š�Z�•���u���l�����u���P�]�����Á�����‰�}�v�•�V���š�Z�������Œ�Œ�}�Á�•���}�(���u���•�š���Œ�����Œ���Z���Œ�•�������v���G�Ç�����Œ�}�µ�v����
���}�Œ�v���Œ�•�����v�����•�š�Œ�]�l�����u�µ�o�Ÿ�‰�o�������v���u�]���•�X�����v�Ç���•�µ�8���]���v�š�o�Ç�������À���v���������•�l�]�o�o���]�•���]�v���]�•�Ÿ�v�P�µ�]�•�Z�����o�����(�Œ�}�u���u���P�]���X

���Z���Œ�����š���Œ�•���•�š���Œ�š���Á�]�š�Z���ô���•�l�]�o�o���W�Œ�}�.���]���v���]���•�U�������•�������}�v���š�Z���]�Œ���������l�P�Œ�}�µ�v���•�X���������Z���‰�}�]�v�š���}�(���t�]�•���}�u���}�À���Œ���ô��
�P���š�•���š�Z���u�����v�����Æ�š�Œ�����•�l�]�o�o���‰�}�]�v�š�U�����v�����]�(���š�Z���]�Œ���t�]�•���}�u���]�•���}�À���Œ���í�ì�U���š�Z���Ç�������v�����µ�Ç���•�l�]�o�o���D���•�š���Œ�]���•���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�}�•����
�‰�}�]�v�š�•�X���^�‰���o�o�������•���Œ�]�‰�Ÿ�}�v�•���o�}�}�l���o�]�l�����š�Z�]�•�W
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Comments E & A # 7

Patrick Riley
�^���À���Œ�Ç���•�µ�������•�•���•�Z�}�µ�o�����‰�Œ�}�u�‰�š�����v���]�v�r���Z���Œ�����š���Œ���Œ�������Ÿ�}�v�Y�_���&�}�Œ�������u�}�Œ�v�]�v�P���Z�����o�š�Z�����Z�����l�M�J�M���^�'�����U���/���(�����o��
�P�Œ�����š���v�}�š���Z���À�]�v�P�����Ç�•���v�š���Œ�Ç���š�}�����Ç�J�_���/�š���•�}�µ�v���•�����Æ�Z���µ�•�Ÿ�v�P�X���/���µ�v�����Œ�•�š���v�����š�Z���Ç���Á���v�š���Œ�µ�o���•���š�Z���š���^�‰�Œ�}�u�}�š����
�Œ�}�o���‰�o���Ç�]�v�P�U�_�����µ�š���]�š���(�����o�•���o�]�l�����š�Z�����(�}�Œ���������^�(�µ�v�_���}�(�����v���}�8�������‰���Œ�š�Ç�X

�^�t�Z���š�����]�����^�š���À�����€�š�Z���������š�•�����}�M�_���t���o�o���]�š�[�•���}���À�]�}�µ�•�X���,�����Á���•���š�Z�����u���•-
termind behind the whole thing.

Michael Cule
�^�>���•�š���Á�����l���Ç�}�µ���l�]�o�o�������^���š���v�_�W���d�Z�������Z�W�'�����]�����o�}���ï is just like this. 
While I’m NOT a good video gamer, I easily defeated Evil and then 
�������š�Z���}�v���,���Œ�������]�8���µ�o�š�Ç�X���^�µ�‰�‰�}�•�����o�Ç���š�Z���š���Á���•���i�µ�•�š���š�Z�����Á���Œ�u�µ�‰���š�}��
endgame content but I felt I’d had enough.

�^�š���Œ�Ÿ�v�P�������‰�o���v���š�������•���Œ�]�‰�Ÿ�}�v���Á�]�š�Z���]�š�•�����µ�o�š�µ�Œ�����Œ���š�Z���Œ���š�Z���v���u�}�}�v�•��
�}�Œ�����š�u�}�•�‰�Z���Œ���W���/�[�����š�Z�]�v�l���}�(���]�š���o�]�l�����À�]�•�]�Ÿ�v�P���������}�µ�v�š�Œ�Ç���}�v�������Œ�š�Z�V���Á�Z���š��
���Œ�����š�Z�����.�Œ�•�š���š�Z�]�v�P�•�������š�}�µ�Œ�]�•�š���Á�}�µ�o�����Á���v�š���š�}���l�v�}�Á�M���K�d�K�,���š�Z���Œ�������Œ����
few countries where you have to wear vacc suits or exoskeletons 
so the analogy isn’t perfect.

Part the Land
�>���À���o���õ���€���Œ���Z���Œ�Ç���l���^�o�]�v�P���&�]�P�Z�Ÿ�v�P���l���^�‰�����Œ�r�d�Z�Œ�}�Á�]�v�P�•
�Z�������Ç���Ç�}�µ�Œ���Á�����‰�}�v�U���‰�}�]�v�š���]�š���]�v���š�Z�������]�Œ�����Ÿ�}�v���Ç�}�µ���Á���v�š���š�}���š�Œ���À���o�U�����v���������u���v�����š�Z���š���š�Z�������o���u���v�š�•��
clear out of your way. A safe, walkable path, as long as your weapon’s maximum range, will open 
before you.

�^�}���š�Z�]�•���•�‰���o�o���Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ���•�������š�}�š���o���}�(���õ���u���•�š���Œ�]���•���]�v���š�Z�����o�]�•�š�������•�l�]�o�o�•�X���d�Z�]�•���Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ���•�������t�]�•���}�u���}�(���î�ó���}�Œ���Z�]�P�Z���Œ�X

Monsters and Mystery
�D�}�•�š���u�}�v�•�š���Œ�•�����Œ�����µ�v�]�‹�µ�������v�����À���Œ�Ç���Z���Œ�����š�}���l�]�o�o�X���/�š���š���l���•�������µ�Ÿ�}�v�U���]�v�P���v�µ�]�š�Ç�����v�����������]�š���}�(���o�µ���l�U�����•���Á���o�o�����•��
���}�µ�Œ���P�������v���������]�o�]�š�Ç�U���š�}���.�v�����š�Z���]�Œ���•�‰�����]�.�����À�µ�o�v���Œ�����]�o�]�Ÿ���•�����v���������(�����š���š�Z���u�X

�d�Z���•�����À�µ�o�v���Œ�����]�o�]�Ÿ���•���À���Œ�Ç�U���(�Œ�}�u���•�}�L���•�‰�}�š�•���]�v���š�Z���]�Œ�����Œ�u�}�Œ�U���š�}���š�����Ÿ�����o���Á�����l�v���•�•���•�U���š�}���À�µ�o�v���Œ�����]�o�]�Ÿ���•��
against certain weapons or opponents. This could lead to a new combat role, a “watcher” who studies 
the monster to discover its weak points.

Quick Battles, Real Blood
���˜�������}�u�����š���]�•���(���•�š�����v�����Z���Œ�}�]���U�����µ�š���š�Z�����Z�]�š���‰�}�]�v�š���•�Ç�•�š���u���]�•���Z�]�P�Z�o�Ç�������•�š�Œ�����š�X���z�}�µ�����}�v�[�š���l�v�}�Á���]�(��� �̂����u���P���_��
�]�v���]�����š���•���������o�}�}���Ç���P���•�Z���}�Œ�����������•�‰���Œ���š�������}���P���X���/���Á���v�š���š�}�����]�•�Ÿ�v�P�µ�]�•�Z�������š�Á�����v���š�Z�����š�Á�}���Á�Z�]�o�����l�����‰�]�v�P��
things moving.

�/�v���u�Ç���•�Ç�•�š���u�U���Ç�}�µ���•�‰���v���������‰�}�]�v�š���}�(�����v���µ�Œ���v�������~�����•�������}�v�����K�E�•���š�}�����}���P�����}�Œ���‰���Œ�Œ�Ç�����©�����l�•�X���K�v�o�Ç���Á�Z���v��
you run out of Endurance do you take real, physical damage, and that hurts. It will probably take you 
�}�µ�š���}�(���š�Z�����.�P�Z�š�U�����v�����u���Ç���Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ�����o�}�v�P���š���Œ�u�������Œ���U���]�(���]�š�����}���•�v�[�š���l�]�o�o���Ç�}�µ���}�µ�š�Œ�]�P�Z�š�X



Avram Grumer
�d�Z���Œ�����Á���•�����v�}�š�Z���Œ���~�µ�v���µ�š�Z�}�Œ�]�Ì�����•���D�]�����o���������Œ�š�Z���P���u���U���d�Z�����Z�]�v�P�������Œ���Œ���~�í�õ�ó�ñ�•�X���>�]�l�����u���v�Ç���}�(���š�Z�}�•�����}�o����
�P���u���•���]�š�•���Z�W�'���•�š���š�µ�•���u���Ç�����������}�v�š���•�š�����U�����µ�š���]�š���Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ���•�������'�D�����v�����‰�}�o�Ç�Z�����Œ���o�•���•�}���/�[�����•���Ç���]�š�����}�µ�v�š�•�X

�/�š�[�•���š�}�}�����������š�Z���Œ�������Œ�����(���Á���o�]�����v�•�������Z�µ�u�}�Œ�����}�u�]�����Z�W�'�•���~Rocky & Bullwinkle and TMNT are the only ones 
�/���l�v�}�Á���}�(�•�X���K�š�Z���Œ�Á�]�•�����Á�������}�µ�o�������}�u���]�v�����D���Œ�À���o�����v�������]�•�v���Ç���~���v�������Œ���Z�]���•�U�����v�������������v�����>�}�}�v���Ç���d�µ�v���•��
for truly epic IP counts.

Lisa Padol
“The whole Dyas Pitar business makes sense to me.” That’s good! No one doubts Dyas Pitar is cog-
�v���š�����Á�]�š�Z���:�µ�‰�]�š���Œ�X���~�z�}�µ�����}�µ�o�����•���Ç���Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�]�����o���o�]�v�P�µ�]�•�Ÿ���•���]�•���(�}�µ�v���������}�v���]�š�J�•���d�Z�����‰���Œ�š�������}�µ�š���/�v���Œ�����l�]�o�o�]�v�P���Z�]�•��
�(���š�Z���Œ�U�����Ç���•���W�]�š���Œ�M���d�Z���š�[�•���u�}�Œ�����•�‰�����µ�o���Ÿ�À���X

Joshua Knonengold
So sorry about the job loss. Best of luck to both of you.

�z�����Z�U���d�Á�}�r�&�]�•�š�������d���o���•���l���‰�š���š�Z���������Œ���•�U���Á�]�š�Z���•�u���o�o�������i�µ�•�š�u���v�š�•���]�v���š�Z�����•�����}�v���������]�Ÿ�}�v�X���z�}�µ�����}�µ�o�����•���Ç��
�š�Z���Ç�[�Œ���������•�š�}�Œ�Ç�P���u�������o���u���v�š�U�����v�������}�v�[�š�������o�}�v�P���]�v���š�Z�����~�o���Œ�P���o�Ç���•�]�u�µ�o���Ÿ�}�v�]�•�š�•���î�&�d�U�����µ�š���/�����}�v�[�š���•���������v�Ç��
�v���������(�}�Œ���•�µ���Z���Œ�]�P�]�����•���P�Œ���P���Ÿ�}�v�X

�/�š�[�•���š�Œ�µ���U���/���Á���•���Z���‰�‰�Ç���š�}�����Æ�‰���Œ�]�u���v�š���Á�]�š�Z���u�µ�v�����v�������Z���Œ�����š���Œ�•�����v�����‰�o�}�š�•�X���~�/���•�Ÿ�o�o�����u�J�•���/�����}�v�[�š���š�Z�]�v�l���Á����
played more than one of those sessions in �d�Á�}�r�&�]�•�š�������d���o���•�X���/�/�Z�����š�Z���Œ�����Á���Œ���v�[�š�����v�Ç���]�•�•�µ���•���Á�]�š�Z���u��-
chanics; I don’t think we made a single die roll. Any problems were with the plot, or lack thereof. 
�'�h�Z�W�^���}�Œ���K�À���Œ���š�Z���������P�����Á�}�µ�o���[�À�����������v���.�v���U���š�}�}�X

Which is why I’ve concluded that these storygame mechanics are, well, unnecessary. I’ve found them 
�]�v�š�Œ�µ�•�]�À�������v�����µ�v�Z���o�‰�(�µ�o�U���Á�Z�]�o�����•�]�u�‰�o�����^�•�]�u�µ�o���Ÿ�}�v�]�•�š�_���u�����Z���v�]���•�����}�µ�o�������}���š�Z�����i�}�����i�µ�•�š�����•���Á���o�o�X���/���µ�v�����Œ-
�•�š���v�����š�Z���Ç�[�Œ�����l�]�v�����}�(���v�������•�•���Œ�Ç���(�}�Œ���'�D�r�o���•�•���‰�o���Ç�U�����µ�š���/�[�u���v�}�š���•�µ�Œ�����Á�Z�Ç���Á�����Á���v�š���'�D�r�o���•�•���]�v���š�Z�����.�Œ�•�š��
place. I feel as if everyone went down a weird road while I was gone and I have no idea what they’re 
doing there.

Jim Vassilikos
�>�]�•�������v�����•�š���Œ�•�Z�]�‰���Œ���‰���]�Œ�W���/�š�[�•���Á�}�Œ�š�Z���v�}�Ÿ�v�P���š�Z���š���d�Œ���À���o�o���Œ���•�Z�]�‰�•���•�µ�+���Œ�������u���P�����(�Œ�}�u�����}�u�����š�U���Á�Z�]�o�����]�v��
�š�Z�����Œ�����o���Á�}�Œ�o�����À���Z�]���o���•���•�µ�+���Œ���(�Œ�}�u���}�Œ���]�v���Œ�Ç���Á�����Œ�����v�����š�����Œ�X���/�š���Á�}�µ�o�����������•�]�o�o�Ç���(�}�Œ���d�Œ���À���o�o���Œ not to require 
�Œ���‰���]�Œ�•�J���Z���v���}�u���•�Z�]�‰�����Œ�����l���}�Á�v�•�������v�������������•�}�µ�Œ�������}�(�������À���v�š�µ�Œ���U���š�}�}�W���d�Z���Œ�����Á���•�������&�]�Œ���G�Ç episode in 
which Serenity blows out in deep space and they need to scramble to survive.

Brian Misiaszek
�^�}���•�}�Œ�Œ�Ç�������}�µ�š���^�����]���J���/���Z�}�‰�����Ç�}�µ�����v���������Œ�}�o�]�v�����.�v�������v�}�š�Z���Œ�U�����‹�µ���o�o�Ç���o�}�À�������o�����‰�}�}���Z�X

Next Issue
�/���Z�}�‰�����š�Z�����Á�}�Œ�o�����Z���•�v�[�š���P�}�©���v�������u�}�v�•�š�Œ�����o�Ç���Á�}�Œ�•�������Ç���š�Z�����Ÿ�u�����/���•�������Ç�}�µ�����o�o�����P���]�v�X�X�X���<�����‰���•���(���J
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In this issue

Overlord's Annals is a monthly
zine in which I share session reports
from games I either run or have par-
ticipated in.

Sometimes I also share our house
rules and other re�ections too. Art
is primarily from players—see attribu-
tions for details.

In this issue I present �ve session re-
ports from the Conquering the Bar-
barian Altanis Dungeons & Dragons
campaign.

Adventurers deal with curses, logis-
tics, death, and webs. Lots of webs.

Conquering the Barbarian
Altanis Campaign

I'm running a weekly online old-
school D&D game focused on under-
world and wilderness adventures in
the Wilderlands of High Fantasy Bar-
barian Altanis—a hostile land �lled
with ancient riches and antediluvian
evils.

You can learn more about our cam-
paign at: https://attronarch.com
/wilderlands

Beginners and experienced players
welcome alike. Write to me at
attronarch@mailbox.org if you'd
like to join.

Attributions

Text copyright © Attronarch, 2026.

Wailing, Crossing, and Hazing illustra-
tions by IdleDoodler.

Watching guardand Shattered dolmens
illustrations by Kickmaniac.

Bob asking the gods why his visage of-
fends themmodel by Ryu-Ran.

Typeset in LATEX with Charter, a print-
friendly typeface.

1

https://attronarch.com/wilderlands
https://attronarch.com/wilderlands


Overlord's Annals � Volume 5 � Issue 2 � February 2026

Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 94

Adventurers

Hagar the Hewer , dwarf level 4. Imag-
ine Conan as dwarf.

Ambros, cleric level 4. Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Tarkus the Promising , cleric level 3.
Follower of Bachontoi, God of Red
Wisdom.

Beorg the Gravedigger, �ghter level
2. Inspired to adventure after burying
several adventurers.

Bob the Dwarf , dwarf level 2. Midget
with big beard in search of an adven-
ture.

Bairstowbury the Chaotic , hal�ing
level 3. Remarkably muscular for a
hal�ing.

Sweetrain 1st, Airday

“Help me out, will you?”

Ambros donned ornate plate mail
worn by the undead knights the party
had vanquished moments ago. He lost
his own armour in an acid vat not
even an hour ago.

Bairstowbury the Chaotic �nally
showed up. He was apparently shad-
owing them the whole time, but
choose to appear only when he deems
so.

Six adventurers opted to thoroughly
search the cursed king's chamber be-
fore proceeding down the steps hid-
den underneath the rubble of the
king's tomb.

This was no tunnel, nor hewn spiral
staircase. No, this was a hole in the
ground, bored either by great might
or magic. The slope was nearly ver-
tical. The steps were nothing but
formed soil and stone. It was a narrow
one as well.

The party had to proceed in a single
rank; they could only �ght with small,
one-handed weapons. Hagar took the
lead.

Down and down they went. Deep. A
hundred feet or more, if the dwarves
are to be trusted.

Another twist, but this time ending
with an opening into thick darkness,
barely penetrated by the adventurers'
torchlight.

“Help. . . me. . . ”
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Barely understandable cry could be
heard. At �rst they misunderstood
the accent as foreign; but after listen-
ing closely to some time they realised
it is in fact Ancient Common.

Inching forwards soon revealed the
sad predicament of the tortured one.

Upon a hexagonal plinth was a �g-
ure wrapped in chains; pinned to
the ground like a ball, with face and
belly pointing downwards. The chains
were thick and of unknown material;
two were anchored to each side of
the platform. Figure itself was incor-
poreal, barely visible under all the
chains.

“We are here to help! By the holy or-
ders of Poseidon! Are you the wrongly
accursed soul?” Hagar inquired.

But the �gure only communicated
with nonsense, cries, wails, sobs, and
repetition of pleas for help.

Canvassing the cave revealed little.
Chains were indeed real, and not an
illusion. Upon closer inspection, it be-
came obvious that all of them wrap
around the �gure, and then through
its torso and down into the center of
the platform.

Hal�ing made another discovery,
something much more interesting
than a king cursed to suffer for all eter-
nity: nine chests of blackened wood.
Five had a gilded lid, three silvered
lid, and one jewelled lid. First was
�lled to the brim with gold pieces, sec-
ond with silver pieces, and third with
small gems.

By now three adventurers have
climbed the platform and were at-
tempting to speak with the �gure.
Two failed, but Beorg succeeded.

“Destroy. . . chains. . . please. . . ”

Bob tapped his warhammer on the
�rst link of one chain. Hammerhead
shattered.

“Magic. . . use. . . magic. . . ”

Everyone stepped off the platform.

Bob took out two-handed Wolfham-
mer.

He swung.

The link exploded, and the chain re-
tracted like an angry eel, making the
�gure scream as it pulled through it.

Bob repeated this three times.

As the chains were broken one by one,
the �gure slowly rose to kneeling po-
sition, then to crouching, then slouch-
ing, and then to �nally standing.

Without chains obscuring its shape,
the adventurers could see a gauzy �g-
ure of a naked man. His body was
broken, his regal face tortured but re-
laxed, his eyes sunk but radiating.

The man looked at each adventurer, as
if he was studying them. They could
feel the warmth of the gaze.

“Thank you.”

The man vanished.

As the warmth slowly abandoned
them, Beorg and Hagar felt a bit wiser
from the whole experience.

The heavy chests contained a total of
7 500 gold pieces, 9 000 silver pieces,
and 40 small gems.

The party discussed at great length
how to get all this treasure out. There
is an unreliable bridge over acid pool,
there is a corridor with pendulums
and scythes, and there is a crypt with
hundreds of restless undead.

Having adventured for nearly sixteen
hours straight, the adrenaline faded
away, and exhaustion set in. What bet-
ter place to rest at than cursed king's
torture chamber? At least it has one
entrance, they said.

Sweetrain 2nd, Waterday

“Oh no!”

In the morning the party had found all
their standard rations spoiled. They
also spent ten torches.

After another round of discussions,
they decided to take all the gems, and
load all the gold coins they could in
their backpacks.

Heavily encumbered they moved on.
It took them half an hour to get back
up in the tomb! Low on torches, they
opted to pour all their coins in one
broken sarcophagus, and vowed to re-
turn for it all.

They successfully navigated the maze.

Their rope was where they left it, so
they used it to cross the bridge.

When they opened the stone doors
leading into the long trapped corri-
dor a mass of burning �esh fell upon
them, setting some on �re.

Although they stomped the �esh blobs
wreathed in purple �ame with ease,
that still left some adventures a tad
charred.

“What is this?”

The corridor was chock full of broken
skeletons—bones and skulls all over
the place.

“Were they following us?”

Pushing on led to another encounter
with a mass of burning �esh; dis-
patched as easily as before. Afraid
of descending into hip-tall purple fog,
Bairstowbury the Chaotic climbed on
top of Hagar's shoulders.
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Not a bad call since the party in-
deed had to deploy their stomping
boots once more. Four skeletons were
turned to dust by Ambros's holiness.
The party increased their pace dra-
matically, and exited this place unin-
terrupted.

They reached Midway by end of the
day. The plan was to sleep and head
to Hara for a multitude of reasons.

Sweetrain 4th, Fireday

Mavis, the High Priestess of Posei-
don, con�rmed that she doesn't have
any visitations from the cursed spirit.

They did the right thing.

Hagar met with Zenon Coke, Head-
master of the Assassins' Guild, to ne-
gotiate terms on his life. Alas, since
seven separate contracts were signed,
Hagar would need to pay at least 8
600 gold coins.

“And that's why, my dear friend, I had
helpfully indicated that one of your
mithral bars would be suf�cient to
cover our expenses for cancelling the
contracts. Think about it and let me
know no later then by next Spiritday.”

For a little bit of good news, the party
found two letters waiting for them.

Both Imrael and Namelin, two of
Hara's wealthiest and most in�uen-
tial merchant families, are interested
in representing the adventurers in dis-
tant markets like Tarantis, Viridistan,
and City State of the Invincible Over-
lord.

“Perhaps we can play them against
each other!” Bob thought excitedly.

Beorg and Bairstowbury spent the
day drinking and pub hopping. They
learned that commoners are increas-
ingly worried about ever growing ten-
sions between Namelin and the Red
Queen. Will Hara plunge in bloody
civil war?

Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 95

Adventurers

Hagar the Hewer , dwarf level 4. Imag-
ine Conan as dwarf.

Ambros, cleric level 4. Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Tarkus the Promising , cleric level 3.
Follower of Bachontoi, God of Red
Wisdom.

Beorg the Gravedigger, �ghter level
2. Inspired to adventure after burying
several adventurers.

Bob the Dwarf , dwarf level 3. Midget
with big beard in search of an adven-
ture.

Darius , cleric level 3. Follower of
Dacron, God of Craftsmen.

Rorik , �ghter level 3. A �ghter.

Sweetrain 10th, Spiritday

“Pleasure dealing with you once more
Master Dwarf.” Zenon was polite as
always “I promise we will not accept
any new contracts pertaining to you
until summer.”
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Hagar parted with one mithral bar; a
minuscule price for his life.

Then he spent several days with Bob
planning the extraction of treasure
from the crypt.

The plan was as follows: create a
“wash-line” system using block and
tackle on opposing ends and several
hundred feet of rope.

Fill fourteen backpacks with gold
coins.

Hang them on the line and pull them
across the acid pool instead of using
the bridge.

Then carry it all out.

Forming a large party of seven
adventurers—after all, somebody
needs to carry all that treasure—they
set out of Hara on morning of Sweet-
rain 10th.

Midway was their �rst stop.

There Wershaw, the constable, chas-
tised them for not keeping their word
and delaying closing the crypt.

He also conveyed Lord Kyle's deep dis-
appointment in the party for not help-
ing him as promised.

Adventurers hired Dubalan, the
sweaty goatherd, to be their guide
once more.

They reached the crypt by nightfall,
and opted to rest before the delve.

Sweetrain 11th, Airday

18.

18 hours of hard, hard work.

That's how long it took them to exe-
cute their plan.

Getting to the tomb was easy.

Setting up the pulley system was easy,
but time consuming.

Carrying 14 backpacks full of coin was
slow.

Especially when you need to navigate
a corridor full of swinging pendulums
and scythes.

While skeletons and burning blobs of
�esh are trying to distract you.

But they made it out of the crypt,
proudly carrying 5 600 gold pieces.

They left behind around 11 000 coins,
of which approximately one �fth was
gold.

Exhausted from hard work, they once
more rested at Dubalan's “secret spot”
hidden between the bushes and rocks.

Sweetrain 12th, Waterday

Rested, but encumbered, the party
headed back to Midway. What usually
took just two watches now required
double time.

Having reached river Cedarwade by
nightfall, the party decided to camp
overnight and cross it in the early
morning.
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Sweetrain 13th, Earthday

“Get up!”

Beorg's yell was drowned out by
tremendous noise create by a dozen of
blood-red skinned barbarians charg-
ing the camp.

Everyone quickly jumped out of their
bedrolls and grabbed their weapon.
Altanians rapidly closed in on the
party, unleashing a salvo of spears and
handaxes as they did so.

Beorg checked the advance of several
barbarians, but others successfully cir-
cumvented him and barged straight
into the camp.

From there it was a violent, free-for-
all skirmish. Barbarians laughed and
jeered at the adventurers. In return,
the adventurers hit hard. Whenever
their blows connected, that is.

One of the clerics managed to stay
out of melee for long enough to blind
one of the attackers with Light spell.
Bob and Hagar drew a lot of atten-
tion, both for being dwarves and for
wielding unique looking weapons.

“First one to take dwarf scalp wins!”
one of the barbarians roared.

Lo and behold, all but the blinded
one disengaged and rushed to attack
one of the dwarves. In the confusion,
or rather, excitement, two barbarians
were hacked down.

Hagar pushed off his would-be
scalpers. Bob, on the other hand,
wasn't so lucky. First he was beaten.
Then he was manhandled and forced
to the ground. And then he felt burn-
ing sensation as winning Altanian cut
across his forehead. Sharp pain fol-
lowed, as the man jerked off his scalp
by pulling hard on the hair.

The man ran off, showing his butt
to the adventurers. Other barbarians
laughed and insulted the party as they
ran off into the sunrise.

“Bob, you good?”

“No.”

Clerical healing nursed the dwarf back
to life. Faceless and scalpless, Bob was
certainly taking on a rather ghoulish
appearance.

“What about that guy?”

Blinded Altanian was still swinging
madly. The party tied him up like
a hog, and then dragged him with
them.

Once at Midway, they hired a barge to
take them to Hara. Much better than
trudging along encumbered.

Entering through docks in north-
ern Hara, the party registered their
hard earned coins, paid the tax, and
headed for their home.

Sweetrain 14th, Fireday

“We will kill you all! Burn the city to
the ground! Rape you women! Feast
on your children!” the Altanian kept
yelling at his captors. Little useful in-
formation did he have. So they sold
him at the market.

By now Hara has effectively been
split in half. Southern portion was
controlled by Namelin's thugs. They
were patrolling in bands of four to
six, always joined by at least one
person displaying a compass rose
icon—Namelin's family symbol—who
seemed to be in charge. These bands
never touched the party. In fact, the
leader would always be polite, and
make sure the adventurers have a free
passage through the city, undisturbed.

Two areas in south Hara were de-
void of Namelin's presence. One was
Imrael's mansion, who deployed his
own men around it. After all, he still
is the wealthiest and most af�uent
merchant in Hara. Second was the
keep overlooking the marketplace. Al-
though there was no castellan, the few
remaining soldiers decided to hole up
there and maintain an illusion of con-
trol over the city.

Queen's island was closed off, with
few rowboats going there and back.

Hagar, Bob, Rorik, and Tarkus ac-
cepted the invitation for lunch from
Amulias Imrael, head of the fam-
ily. There they were offered advice
on dangers of �aunting their wealth.
More importantly, Amulias wanted to
know where they stand regarding the
increasing tensions in Hara.

Hagar advocated for supporting the
Queen, citing their previous help and
good relations with Haermond II, the
former castellan.

“New castellan will be appointed in
the next few months. Namelin will
nominate one of his sons, I'm sure of
it. We will back Tagoler. He is a good
man and has been doing stellar job
at the Castle of the Wode. I'm afraid
he will be assassinated on his way to
Hara.”

“You would be perfect to protect him.
First, you have clearly demonstrated
your �ghting prowess. No one dares
touch you here. Second, you are for-
eigners, meaning there is less dirt on
you someone can try to leverage.”

“While I admire your support for the
queen, I must warn you that this
might get ugly. Remember that crown
you commissioned for some monster?
Yes, you gave me a good explanation
why, but surely you can see how that
could easily get twisted and spinned?”

Adventurers discussed for a long time,
reaching meek agreement on sup-
porting the loyalists and protecting
Tagoler.
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“I shall let you know when he decides
to set out for Hara. Expect that to
be sometime within next two months,
but de�nitely before the summer.”

On the way home, which is actually
just across the Imrael's mansion, the
quartet was greeted by a young man
dressed in �ne clothes. He was bronze
skinned, had a wide grin, big eyes,
and small, round nose. A basket full
of goods was in his left arm.

“Well met �ne adventurers! May I ask
if you are Hagar, good dwarf?” the
man motioned at Bob.

“No, this one here is Hagar.” the ugly
dwarf pointed to another, less ugly,
dwarf.

“Who are you and what do you want?”
the muscled dwarf stepped forward
and demanded sternly.

“I am Abek Namelin, and I am here
to kindly request audience. We know
you must be busy, and since you never
replied to any of out letters and invi-
tations, I decided to come here myself.
You know how they say! If the moun-
tain doesn't come to you, then you

come to the mountain!”

Abek smiled and laughed and was
in cheerful mood. Quite the op-
posite of the adventurers. Behind
him were eight men, all dressed in
tight leather armours, and armed with
short swords and spears.

“We are very tired and would like to
go home. Come some other time.”
Hagar replied, unmoved by Abek's en-
thusiasm.

“Oh! Please, accept my deepest apolo-
gies for inconveniencing you! When
would be a good time to come again?
Please say so and I'll be there then!”

“This guy won't leave us alone, won't
he.” adventurers whispered amongst
themselves.

“And friends, silly me, I have almost
forgotten! I bring you some gifts!
The �nest wine from Viridistan! Even
the Green Emperor drinks it! Breads
and biscuits made from the �nest in-
gredients! And last but not least,
a selection of exotic spices to spice
up. . . any adventure you might have,
if you know what I'm talking about!”

“Please, we are tired and would like
to go home. We cannot accept your
gift. You can come in two days.”

“But. . . Why? Why do you wound me
so? What have I done wrong to you?
This is a gift coming from our heart!”
Abek stuttered, big tears rolling down
his cheeks.

“Why would you turn away such gen-
erosity and kindness! Have you fallen
for the slander of those envious of
our success! No, you couldn't have,
you are too wise for that!” Abek now
spoke through tears, wiping them off
with a piece of silk cloth.

“I shall respect your decision although
it pains me greatly that you are refus-
ing this gift. I will come at the time
you say. And will bring something for
the other dwarf! I hope you will ac-
cept my generosity then!”

And with those parting words Abek
turned around, his cheeks puffy, red,
and wet, and left the party. Adventur-
ers exhaled and went home.

“We don't have much time. What do
we do next?”

Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 96

Adventurers

Hagar the Hewer , dwarf level 4. Imag-
ine Conan as dwarf.

Ambros, cleric level 4. Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Tarkus the Promising , cleric level 3.
Follower of Bachontoi, God of Red
Wisdom.

Beorg the Gravedigger, �ghter level
3. Inspired to adventure after burying
several adventurers.

Sweetrain 14th, Fireday, Late
Evening

“Good evening, Master Dwarf.” Zenon
Coke, Headmaster of the Assassins'
Guild, hailed Hagar and his friends.

“Well met.” the Dwarf replied politely.
“What are you doing in our house?”

Indeed, the adventurers were sur-
prised to �nd Zenon sitting in their
living quarters. How and when did
he enter, and how haven't they spot-
ted him earlier? That remains to be
answered another day.

“Worry not Hagar, I'm not here to de-
liver bad news in person. Rather, I'm
here to ask for assistance with a small
issue. Something, I believe, you and
your friends could help with.”

“We are listening!”

“Over the past few weeks several unli-
censed assassinations have been con-
ducted."

Zenon took a dramatic pause before
continuing.

"Targets were of no import, but we
cannot allow anyone to just go around
and murder people for money. Only
we can do that, you see.”

“And how can we help?”

“Murders were done poorly, but that
is beyond the point. We have tracked
down the perpetrators. They have
been hiding right in front of us! There
is a secret trapdoor on the south side
of the bridge connecting South and
North Hara. It is located just under-
neath the bridge, and overhangs the
river bank.”
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“Now, given your reputation, I believe
you could help with the following. I
want to make an example out of them.
I want them to die messy deaths. I
want their corpses to be found by the
city guard.”

“Why don't you dispose of them your-
self?”

“Power. Example. Message. Yes,
we could do so easily. But sending
the most powerful adventuring party
against them sends a clear message to
everyone even dreaming about doing
something so stupid like conducting
unlicensed assassinations!”

“What is in it for us?”

“Assassins' Guild owning you favour
surely is worth something?”

Negotiations lasted well over an hour,
both between the adventurers—if
they should even accept the offer,
is this some sort of trap—and with
Zenon—money, favours, immunities.

“I'm happy for you to discuss and ver-
ify the facts for yourself, but I need
your answer now. I need this done
tonight. As a sign of goodwill, we will
disarm the trapdoor and leave a silk
rope hanging from it. It will be strong
enough to carry even the heaviest war-
rior amongst you.”

Eventually adventurers agreed to do
this in exchange for one month of im-
munity against assassination contracts
for the whole adventuring company.

“Be by the bridge in the time it takes
one lantern to expire. We will ensure
that there is no one there. Easiest
way to descend is by following the
riverbank starting at the east side and
moving westwards. Remember. Ex-
ample! Oh, and if you happen to �nd
any scrolls with names, please bring
it to me.”

Sweetrain 15th, Spiritday,
First Night Watch

As promised, there was no one around
or on the bridge. No guards, no ran-
dom drunks, no “night owls” going
for a walk. The party descended to
the river bank, and found the hang-
ing rope. Trapdoor was hidden re-
ally well—if it weren't for the hanging
rope it'd be indistinguishable from the
bridge stonework.

Hagar pulled on it, and trapdoor
swung open. He climbed up and
peeked in. It was a dark, narrow, and
quite low crawlspace. He pulled up,
and begun crawling down. Others fol-
lowed. Some sixty feet later the tun-
nel opened up in a hewn corridor �ve
feet wide and eight feet tall.

Tarkus held the lantern, partially cov-
ering it to avoid emitting too much
light. In fact, there was a thin ray
of light coming from underneath the
wooden doors up ahead. Bursting in,
the party jumped two �gures sitting
at wide wooden table.

Figures were dressed in simple gray-
ish garbs, black leather armour, and
wore partial skull-masks—think just
the facial portion of skull. One was in-
stantly slain by the adventurers, while
the other one ran to the weapon rack
in the south-west corner of the room.
Person grabbed the spear, and then
ran for the other doors on the east
side of the room. Alas, it was cut off
the by the adventurers, and was sum-
marily cut down.

Searching the corpses revealed them
to be human, albeit of unfamiliar look.
Possibly from far away? Beorg took
one of the skull-mask and put it on.
He liked it as a fashion statement.

The doors where the slain skull-man
opened up to a staircase. The stairs
turned and turned as they descended.
Hagar took the lead.

“Stop.”

The dwarf noticed something was
amiss after the third turn. Steps there
were �anked by scratch marks on the
wall. A sure sign of sliding trap. Ad-
venturers tied the rope around his
waist, and Hagar proceeded on.

Indeed, halfway down the stairs
dropped into a slide, sending Ha-
gar into the chamber up ahead. He
landed with control, and was imme-
diately assaulted by two skull-faced
men.

Hagar held his ground, and wounded
one of his assailants. Once other ad-
venturers joined him, the skull-men
retreated through the door on the
south side. Both could be heard
yelling in unfamiliar language.

“Follow them!”

Rushing after them, they could see the
men splitting. One turned east, while
the other continued running south.
Hagar followed the latter, while other
three adventurers followed the for-
mer.

Ambros, Beorg, and Tarkus ran east,
seeing the �eeing �gure slamming
doors in their face. They forced their
way in, but were checked by the �ee-
ing �gure. Three bunk beds with four
confused men indicated that these
was a dorm of sorts.

The man yelled at the sleeping beau-
ties to join the fray. Each grabbed
the �rst weapon they could �nd, and
joined in. Ambros hurt the roaring
�gure, forcing it to retreat few steps
back. This created just enough space
for the remaining adventurers to get
into the chamber.

Wounded skull-man pulled himself on
top of the bunk-bed by the east wall.
There he laid on his belly and used
crossbow to rain hell from above on
the adventurers. He missed twice.
Then he hit Beorg. The gravedig-
ger felt something entering his blood-
stream. But then he tensed really hard
and all was good.
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Tarkus crushed one of the charging
men. Ambros killed two. Beorg
cut down the fourth. Then all three
rushed the bed and stabbed the pros-
trated �gure to death.

“You know, I feel much better about
this assignment after seeing these
folks. No one Lawful would be car-
rying real human skulls!” Tarkus pro-
claimed. The trio proceeded to ran-
sack the chamber.

Unbeknownst to them, Hagar was fac-
ing off a dif�cult foe.

The dwarf had chased south but
stopped once the �gure disappeared
after yet another turn. He remained
there to watch guard. But then a �g-
ure clad in black chainmail, with steel-
gray robe adorned with skull face,
wielding a short sword and mean look-
ing dagger, came out of darkness and
walked up. It also wore a skull-mask.

Dwarf and skull-man closed in, trad-
ing blows. Initially Hagar held the
upper hand, striking the �gure twice.
But then the skull-man slashed at the
Dwarf with his short sword. Hagar re-
coiled and the man used the opening
to drive in the dagger. Hagar felt the
stab. More worryingly, he felt muscles
around the wound stiffen and con-
tract.

Skull-man, bleeding and staggering,
retreated backwards, facing Hagar.
The dwarf charged after without hesi-
tation, slaying the man in the process.
With every passing moment he felt
more and more of his muscles stiffen
up.

Hagar slowly walked back to the junc-
tion where the party had split. There
he saw his colleagues plundering the
corpses and ransacking the footlock-
ers.

“I've been badly injured. I will head
out, but you should continue and �n-
ish what we started! There is at least
one more left!”

***

Hagar dragged himself out, becoming
slower and slower with every step. He
barely rappelled down the rope.

“I know you are out here! Assassins!
I've been poisoned and need your
help!” he moaned into the dark of the
night.

No response.

The dwarf dragged himself up the
river bank and onto the bridge. Then
he crossed it to the North, heading to
the temple of Poseidon. He kept on
calling for help from Assassins' Guild.

***

The trio bid luck to the Dwarf and
then pressed on further south. Even-
tually they broke into a chamber over-
looking a cave to southeast. A bronze
statue of slender woman with a mag-
pie's head facing east sat in the alcove
to the north. A sound of running wa-
ter could be heard coming from the
cavern.

Investigating the statue revealed noth-
ing of interest. On the other hand, the
adventurers found a rope ladder hang-
ing from the ledge. One by one, they
slowly descended into the cave.

Ambros motioned to the others to look
left.

There was a skull-masked man stand-
ing still, holding a sword, leaning
against the cave pillar. He was barely
visible, but noticeable none the less.

“Surrender and we will spare you!”
adventurers offered.

No answer.

The party shrugged and surrounded
the man. He yelled something incom-
prehensible, and then stabbed himself
straight through the heart.

“These are no competing assassins!”
Tarkus yelled. “This is a death cult!”

Surveying the cave revealed more ev-
idence supporting the cleric's thesis.
Prime candidates were a stone stained
with dried blood—a sacri�cial altar
perhaps—and another, smaller stone,
adorned with black cloth with skull
motif on both sides. To add, a human
skull and dagger made of human bone
rested on it.

The trio took the ceremonial dagger,
cut off heads of three skull-masked
men, and ransacked some crates and
barrels on their way out.

Once outside, they left a trail of heads
leading from the bridge landing to the
rope hanging from the trapdoor. Then
they proceeded to report to the Assas-
sin's Guild.

Sweetrain 15th, Spiritday,
Sunrise

“Well, that was a bit crude.” Zenon
commented. “But you got the job
done. Oh, I have almost forgotten!
Our deal has changed. None of you
will received the agreed upon immu-
nity. We found Hagar, stiff as a rock,
just in front of the Poseidon's temple.
He was poisoned, so we took him and
administered an extremely potent an-
tidote. He will recover in due time.
We also captured three men that tried
to rob him. Do with them as you
please.”

Happy that Hagar was alive, the
party did not argue too much against
changed terms. They shared every-
thing they've seen in the skull-men's
hideout. They also gave Zenon a
scroll they had recovered from the
heavily armoured cultist.

Finally, they let the three thieves
go, but warned them to bring any
news straight to them. Then they
helped still groggy Hagar to return
back home.

How many times will this dwarf cheat
death?
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Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 97

Adventurers

Hagar the Hewer , dwarf level 4. Imag-
ine Conan as dwarf.

Ambros, cleric level 4. Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Foxglove, thief level 4. A willowy hu-
man, long hair ties in a pony tail,
looks a bit dangerous and dainty at
the same time.

Darius , cleric level 4. Follower of
Dacron, God of Craftsmen.

Rorik , �ghter level 3. A �ghter.

Vyrkainen , elf level 1. Has stunning
long, �owing black hair which attracts
many fair maidens who exploit his
generosity and leave him destitute.

Meadowlark 2nd, Waterday

“What shall we do next?”

Adventurers wondered. Hagar has
now been resting for a little over a
week. Although alive, he was slowly
recovering after his last bout with
death. In addition, yesterday's en-
counters did not help his recovery
whatsoever.

First, they encountered Abek Namelin
for the second time. The man brought
new gifts: exotic breads, cream for
Bob's mangled face and scalp, and re-
juvenating concoctions for Hagar.

Youngest son of Namelin tried his best
to convince the adventurers that his
family has been ruthlessly slandered,
and that Imrael is behind all that is ill
in Hara.

“Who do you think ordered no less
than four separate assassination con-
tracts on your head, master dwarf?!”

“These are strong accusations! Do you
have any proof?”

“And what proof did they present to
you that we are evil!”

Back and forth they went, bringing
the young man to tears of frustra-
tion. He kept repeating that Klekless
Racoba is the key to this mystery. Why
else would Imrael's want him dead?
He offered �ve thousand, yes!, �ve
thousand platinum pieces to adven-
turers if they could capture Klekless
alive and bring him back for question-
ing.

But adventurers were steadfast. They
rejected Abek's gifts and his offer of
friendship. Young man left in tears,
but he left the gifts behind.

Vyrkainen devoured breads the mo-
ment Abek left.

“Oh, you guys don't know what you
are missing out on! Tasty!”

“What if the cream and potions are
cursed?”

“Even worse, what if they work and
then we are in debt to Namelin?”

Second, worse encounter, was with
Mavis the Magni�cent, High Priest-
ess of Poseidon. Wishing to check on
Abek's claim, they pestered acolytes
at the Temple for audience with High
Priestess.

Initially they were rebuffed, but
Vyrkainen's shenanigans eventually
granted them a meeting at the end
of the day. Hagar wanted to know
who the Temple is aligned with.

“Everybody pays their respects to the
Poseidon.”

Few more similar questions received
similar answers. Then Hagar tried to
be more precise.

“High Priestess, who should we work
with? Imrael? Or Namelin?”

“What do I care who you work with!”
Mavis exploded in a �t of rage. Usu-
ally calm and composed, she jumped
up like a force of nature, shaking the
whole temple.

“You should be worrying about your
divine debt instead of wasting my
time!” Water in the basins and pools
swirled and roared, mimicking her
temper. “Get out!”

Acolytes ushered them all out, despite
Vyrkainen's protests.

“I must remain home and rest.” Hagar
shared, more for himself than others.

“Listen. If we are siding with Imrael
then let's focus on things that he asked
for. There was this spider farm, right?
He asked us to look for the lair of crea-
tures that assaulted it. We could also
visit Castle on the Wode on our way
there and try to meet with Tagoler,
whom we plans to back as new Castel-
lan.”

“Sounds good.”

But that was yesterday, and now is
today.

“Help? Of course I could use some
help!”

Middle-aged man with short hair and
trimmed beard roared, slamming a
stack of parchments on broad wooden
desk.

“There has been a dearth of capable
men! Look at the map, come, look
at it! You could take any of these
routes and patrol them! What, not
fancy enough for you?”

Tagoler was still sweaty and grimy,
having returned from a patrol himself.
His broad chest heaved with laugh-
ter, perhaps a nervous one, as he mo-
tioned over the area he has to keep
safe with a handful of men residing at
the Castle of the Wode.

To be fair, calling this simple keep
with one tower a castle was an over-
statement. But it served its purpose.
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“Well if that is too mundane for you
special folk, then I have some spe-
cial problems you could help me with!
Months ago, I lost a patrol on the hills
north of here. Looked for them myself
but no luck. Since I couldn't spare any
men, we had to drop our search.

“Locals tell tall tales of vampires,
demons, and what not. Truth to be
told I think they were done in by a
wild beast, potentially and owlbear or
cave bear. If you can track the patrol—
alive or dead—and kill whatever way-
laid them, that'd be greatly appreci-
ated. It'd also allow me to reinstate a
new patrol over the hills.

“Another pesky problem is the Pirate
Queen that's been raiding ships on
their way out of the bay and into the
open sea. Hear lair should supposedly
be somewhere between Ketche and
Ahyf. That's a lot of coast to search!
I followed several leads, but all led
nowhere!

“So, there it is. Anything worthy of
your help?”

Adventurers conversed for a moment.
Then they decided to head to the spi-
der farm, and then to the Midnight
Goddess Hills, where they would both
search for the lair of black creatures,
as well as the missing patrol.

Vyrkainen had an extra objective on
his mind as well. He desired to meet
the nude goddess that roams the hills
when sister moons, Howla and Vannis,
are both full.

Meadowlark 6th, Airday,
Noon

“Up ahead!”

Rorik spotted a circle of white stone
pillars atop the Midnight Goddess Hill
summit. That by itself was nothing ex-
traordinary. No, what was interesting
were several toppled dolmens reveal-
ing a pitch black cavity.

Exploring the environs revealed sev-
eral trails of broken grass leading to—
or was it from?—the pit. Strong smell
of earth, moisture and rot emanated
from the hole. Sun shone in just
enough to illuminate rounded steps

leading further down.

Vyrkainen volunteered to go �rst, for
he as an elf could see in the dark. The
adventurers did not want to risk not
being able to surprise someone while
carrying torches. They tied two hun-
dred feet of rope around the elf, and
down he went.

The steps went down and down, turn-
ing and turning. It was impossible to
guess the depth, even using the rope
to measure distance for it got tangled
around the central column. Either
way, after some time, Vyrkainen ar-
rived at narrow landing which opened
up into a straight corridor.

Up ahead he could see something
hazy; and he could smell a curious
mixture of strange spices, smoke, and
dank copper. Thus, with his recon-
naissance completed, he went back
up and relayed this new information.

The party summed up their courage
and descended down, together. A
torch was lit. Now with light one
could see all the small steps, plethora
of cobwebs and stone dust.

11



Overlord's Annals � Volume 5 � Issue 2 � February 2026

“Hmmm. . . ”

They couldn't see far down the corri-
dor. A blue, impenetrable haze �lled
it. Foxglove, the thief, went �rst. See-
ing noting suspicious he edged to the
mist. It was corporeal. Very real. Stab-
bing it left the instruments covered in
small wet beads that evaporated in
seconds.

Once in the mist, the thief could see
some �ve feet ahead.

“Secure me!”

Party set Vyrkainen loose, and used
�fty feet of rope to secure Foxglove.
Two of them held the rope, attentive
to any sign of distress, as the thief
explored misty chamber.

Clang.

Stepping left resulted with the thief
tumbling straight into a dark pit. Due
to short distance, the party wasn't

able to tense the rope in time, and
Foxglove found himself a bit roughed
up, but otherwise �ne.

“Pull me up!”

Clang.

Stepping right led to another pit trap,
but this time the thief jumped back in
time.

“Hmmm, maybe we should leave?”
contemplated an adventurer best left
unnamed. Surely these brave folk
wouldn't be defeated by some pathetic
pit traps in the �rst room of a dun-
geon!

Surely not!

Foxglove kept tapping through the
mist, exploring. Others followed be-
hind him, retracing safe ground he
had covered.

And then thief walked straight into
dragon's gaping maw.

Luckily for him, the dragon was
merely a stone replica!

Dragon's open mouth framed stone
doors with a latch to the side. Blue
mist tardily rolled out of its nostrils.

“Hey. . . I have two cloaks. . . let's use
them to jam 'em!”

That indeed worked, and chamber be-
gun to slowly clear.

Rorik spotted bloated, wooden doors
just to his left. The little hairs on the
back of his neck warned him of dan-
ger. He looked around, and then he
looked up.

At the edge of light, high in the
north-east corner, a child-size crea-
ture stuck to the wall. Its feet were
�ush against the wall, and so were its
palms. Other two hands covered its
monstrous face—a face only a mother
could love.

Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 98

Adventurers

Ambros, cleric level 4. Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Foxglove, thief level 4. A willowy hu-
man, long hair ties in a pony tail,
looks a bit dangerous and dainty at
the same time.

Darius , cleric level 4. Follower of
Dacron, God of Craftsmen.

Rorik , �ghter level 3. A �ghter.

Bob the Dwarf , dwarf level 3. Midget
with big beard in search of an adven-
ture.

Happy, hal�ing level 1 . Short, very
happy looking hal�ing. Hair covers
his eyes and he is nothing but smiles.

Meadowlark 6th, Airday

An ugly, child-sized creature hung still
in the north-east corner. It was up
high, by the ceiling, leaning against

the wall with its feet and a pair of
arms. Another pair of arms was cov-
ering its hideous face. Arms had four
joints.

Rorik stood still, observing the crea-
ture. He subtly signalled to other ad-
ventures something is amiss. Hideous
child ignored FoxGlove's communica-
tion attempts. It slowly crawled side-
ways along the wall until it stopped
just above the dragon door.

Then it suddenly leaned forward, re-
vealing to full extent its atrocious fa-
cial features, and jerked out coats
stuffed in dragon's nostrils. Rorik shot
it dead before the �rst puffs of blue
haze dropped to the ground.

The thief climbed up the side of the
dragon door and inspected the mon-
ster up close. Face was relatively hu-
man. Its eyes were elongated and
almond-like. Two large mandibles
protruded out of its mouth. Its body
was covered in armour made of some

webbed and sticky material.

Foxglove gingerly pulled out a short-
sword that hung by the creature's
hip. It too was sticky and made from
webbed material. Then he stuffed the
cloaks back into the dragon's nostrils.

Forcing the north-east doors open
led the party into a corridor blocked
by dense, thick strands of pearl-gray
webbing. After careful deliberation,
Foxglove and Rorik began cutting
through the web. They were slow and
methodical, taking care not to get en-
tangled or stuck. Up close they ob-
served that the webs were coated in
some oily substance.

Cutting through the rope was
promptly rewarded by receiving two
javelins to the face. Rorik shielded
himself and then charged forth to
face the daring assailants. He crashed
against two four feet tall monsters,
very similar but a bit sturdier than the
one he killed earlier. Both had dark,
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lanky black hair, four arms, and were
dressed in webbed armours. Each
held a sword, a shield, and a javelin,
with fourth hand free.

Small monsters barely stood a chance
against mighty Rorik and pious Am-
bros. Rest of the party splintered
north, down the corridor with several
doors. They were, of course, promptly
�anked from both sides.

Bob received several javelins to his
face and body, imitating a hedgehog.
A number of four-armed spiderfolk
spilt out of the west doors, �lling the
corridor. Alas, the adventurers were
still mightier and slew them in droves.

Darius cast Light on the �gure he
deemed to be the leader. He came
to such conclusion after seeing one
of the four-armed creatures directing
others. The monster screamed and
wailed. Then it threw itself backwards
and begun crawling up the wall.

“Murderers!” it cried in broken Com-
mon.

“Butchers!” it protested in anguish.

“Killers!” it spat in disgust.

“Huh?” adventurers wondered and
chased the �eeing creatures.

With all doors shut, they now focused
on the blinded one. It was soon
brought back down to the ground and
beaten mercilessly.

“I yield! What do you want?!” it cried,
dropping its sword and shield.

“Why did you call us killers?!” Ambros
demanded.

Such inquiry utterly confused the
monster.

“You burst in our lair and start killing
us! Killers!”

“Yeah, just kill him.” could be heard in
the background.

Unhappy with the creature's answer,
the blade was raised for coup de
grace.

“Enough!” in well spoken Common
could be heard from darkness up
north.

“You came into my home, slew my
children, maimed my champion, and
caused senseless destruction! Speak!
What is it you want!”

Similar, but slightly larger and much
better dressed, four-armed creature
hung by the darkness at the edge of
the adventurers' torchlight.

Soon they learned this is a lair of spi-
derfolk driven from below by “glow-
ing hunters.” They've been slowly ex-
terminated, and have now holed up
here. Since they've been denied re-
turn to the Woelands, they have been
forced to come to the surface and hunt
for food—cattle, goats, birds. . .

“We would like to help. How can we
�nd these glowing hunters?”

“They will �nd you! All you need to do
is step out of the mist through south
doors. Beware the glowing chambers!
Do not go into them! You must draw
them out, else you will be doomed!
And remember, remember this well!
Should any one of you fall to the
Glowing Hunter, then make sure to
chop up the body without any further
delay!”

Not much else of use was learned, and
party retreated out of the spiderfolk's
lair without further violence.

Happy promptly fell into previously
discovered pit trap that has reset it-
self. Then he was drawn out and he
almost fell into thus undiscovered pit
trap.

Without ideas on how to reach doors
that have a ten feet wide and long
pit trap, the party decided to fo-
cus on bloated doors on the west
side. There they found an abandoned
guard room with attached weapon
storage. Ransacking both yielded 13
gold pieces, 36 copper pieces, six yel-
lowed, ivory charms carved to resem-
ble grinning skulls, three long-swords,
�ve daggers, one spear, and one two-

handed sword. Each weapon featured
a carved skull in its pommel or shaft.

Then they returned to the dragon door
and played a bit with it. Having agi-
tated it enough, the dragon sneezed
with such great force that both cloaks
exploded out of the nostrils, followed
by thick, voluminous stream of green
gas. Everyone who inhaled heaved
and coughed, spitting out a bit of
blood.

And thus the party decided to retreat
for the day and report their �ndings
to Tagoler at the Castle of the Wode.
They carried Happy to prevent him
from falling in any new and old pit
traps.

Meadowlark 9th, Fireday

“This is all news to me! Worrying
news, at that! Listen, you offered help
before. Special help, that is. Now,
what would be really helpful is if you
could go back and �nd my guys. It's
been a while and no one here expects
you to �nd them alive. But if you
could recover their corpses then we
would both have an idea where and
why they perished, and we would give
them a chance to rest closer to their
families.”

“They were �ve men. Cahaidh, rotund
and with long brown hair; Eamhur,
with lop-eared ears; Eithrael, with
long arms and nails; Domnel, with
crooked teeth and thinning hair; and
Lochey who always looked like a kid
despite being in his forties. All had
standard equipment consisting of han-
daxe, dagger, spear, leather armour,
shield, and backpack with supplies.”

“These weapons you recovered look
impressive! Well balanced! I wish I
had such good weapons to equip my
people with. . . Old Crus at Ironburg,
just north-west of here, would surely
know more about their provenance.
Just tell him I sent you. That should
grant you an audience with him.”

What will the party do next?
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In next issue
Adventurers hunt the glowing hunters. Then they revisit an old favourite, which goes as every time before that.
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Twisting the Rope #8
Myles Corcoran - 20 Brook �� eld Park, Cork T12 K7V7, Ireland

myles.corcoran@gmail.com - https://mastodon.ie/@deetwelve

Boy-Being Meets Girl-Being Beneath a Silvery Moon 1

I hope everyone had a good and restorative holiday season. The family and I di d the
usual split, spending a few days over Christmas with Sam’s mother and then a few days
around New Year’s Day in Dublin visiting my mother, brother and his family.

I enjoyed the break and was well supplied with gaming gifts for Christmas and m y
birthday at the start of January. The new games were Mists Over Carcassonne, Just One,
Innovation , TRND (an Oink game in the traditional tiny box), and an expansion for Sea
Salt & Paper called Extra Pepper . Coincidentally, a Kickstarter book arrived just before the
break so I also have Graham Walmsley’s new Cosmic Dark to look forward to.2

Work has been quite busy despite the students only returning to lectu res on the 12th of
January. I’m involved in a project to move away from our current virtual desk top solution
(Citrix) before the next license renewal and it looks like we will be tight for t ime.

IgTheme: The dumbest/silliest/craziest things the players
ever did
Two anecdotes stick with me more than any others.

At least 40 years ago in high school I ran a game of Call of Cthulhu which in cluded the
stereotypical letter from a distant uncle describing odd goings-on at th e remote farm
where the scenario was to take place. One of my players read the letter alou d in character
and was doing well until the fateful line, paraphrased from memory:

“As I looked over the hill into the grove below I could hardly belie ve my eyes. I was
��aggerbastard.”

We were unable to continue with the session due to laughter and loss of a s uitable mood
for horror.

In the much-loved Amber Diceless Roleplaying campaign from college one PC named
Gauss was entrusted with a crucial note relating to some conspiracy the Amberit es were

2 A reworking of Walmsley’s Cthulhu Dark for games of science- �� ction horror.

1 Which then explodes for no adequately explored reason.
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trying to thwart. Without reading it, he stuffed it in his pocket, only to �� nd a trump in3

the pocket he didn’t recall putting there. The trump card depicted a wooden door and
warmed at his touch. Gauss, the brightest mind of his generation (or so the a uction
would have us believe) activated the trump and stepped through.

Into a burning hellscape.

He managed to pattern-walk away before being badly burnt. Later w hen explaining the
events to his cousins they all asked him, “where is the note?”

“Here in my pocket,” he replied, patting the absent robe he was no longer w earing. “Or,
rather, here it would be if I hadn’t got my clothes burnt to a crisp.”

Mutterings
I played Irish Gauge with my brother and Sam over our New
Year’s Dublin visit. It’s a railway & stock market boardgame
designed by Amabel Holland from Winsome Games . The4

stock market is fairly simple, with �� xed but increasing prices
per share in the various railways, and dividends paying out
when a player is willing to spend an action to trigger the
dividend. Cornering a company completely is dif �� cult so
dividends usually bene �� t the other players as well as the
acting player, so judging when to spend an action on the cash
payout is a core concern.

Laying track connects towns and cities, which generate cash
when the appropriate dividend is drawn from a bag, so not
every line is guaranteed a payout with each round of share

payouts. Manipulating the coloured cubes in the bag gives players some con trol over the
likelihood of a given railway company generating a payout.

The game is nicely put together, with brightly coloured painted wooden tr ain-meeples
and cubes, and a green-on-green map as be �� ts the Emerald Isle. I’d like to play it again.

A Mausritter Campaign
This is the continuing write-up of the Mausritter campaign started in July 2024. A band
of brave mice work to defend their home, explore their world and become the h eroes of
Oak Home, their mouse town at the centre of the map.

The characters are:

Sky, a sparrow-rider with an aerial mount, Miss Clutterbuck, p layed by Sam.
CanCan, an ex-dancer and tin miner, played by Marie.

4 https://boardgamegeek.com/boardgame/161882/irish-gauge

3 A trump is a magical playing card in the Amber setting, much like a tarot card, depicting a per son or place,
that can be used both as a telephone for cross-shadow communication and as a portal betw een the wielder
and the person/place shown.
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Gwedolene, an ale-brewer, sometimes accompanied by Vicent, a drun ken porter-mouse, played
by Kate.
Odette Snow, a foreign mouse and dam builder, played by Alai MacEr c.
Ambrose, a scrawny wireworker, singed with electrical burns, pla yed by Peter.

Back in Oak Home the mouse adventurers returned to their daily lives. Gwen and Sky
made sure to check in with the elder mouse, Burdock Pipp, and told him of their exploits
while passing on the well-wishes of Boulder Face, the talking rock.

During their conversation, Burdock mentioned a recent tragedy. The death of a young
river-boat mouse, Pepper Chit, apparently murdered by Fergus, a tax collector for the
Earl of Larkspur. "Mayor Moira has offered a 60 pip reward for the captu re of the fugitive
Fergus."

Encouraged by the possibility of a new job, the mice met with Moira to inquir e further.
"The poor lad died on the wharf in River Nest," she said, "and no one has seen Fer gus
since. Best get down to River Nest and ask around. Take care not to get on Aldermouse
Wendy's bad side. She's already all in a bother over the killing, and do esn't much like Oak
Home mice to start with."

The mice gathered their necessary belongings and made for the docks, not far from Oak
Home through the woods. There they met Horace Thimble, a river-boat trader w ith a
boat for hire. For a few pips, he polled his �� at boat down river and soon the mice
disembarked at River Nest. A disturbing dark stain on the planks of the wh arf reminded
them of the task ahead.

"First things �� rst," said Gwen, "let's get to the Trout's Tale tavern and get refresh ments,
then start asking around." The others agreed and all made their way up to the t own in
search of the tavern.

Once inside and suitably supplied with drinks – "Not a patch on my brew," Gwen
muttered – they began chatting with the other bar patrons. One fellow, a str angely tall,
white-furred, foreign mouse by the name of Norbury Blue took a shine to Sky when she5

introduced herself as a sparrow rider. "Ah, the sinews of the mouse nati on, connecting
together nests and burrows far and wide." Pressing her advantage, Sky asked about
Pepper Chit.

Norbury recalled overhearing an argument between Pepper Chit and Fergus on t he
docks. He didn't see anything, "for I was below the jetty examining fresh -water
molluscs, a passion of mine,"

"I did, however, hear their arguing. Fergus seemed to want something from th e young
Chit, who refused to part with whatever it was. By the time I extricated m yself from the
mud of the river bank the poor lad was crumpled on the jetty and a guard came runnin g.
I made myself scarce; River Nest isn't the most welcoming town I've visited."

5 Described as “Stephen Merchant if he were a mouse.”
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The mice split their tasks. Gwen and CanCan went to talk to Wendy Foxtail, t he
Aldermouse of River Nest, in hopes of getting to view Pepper's body, while the others,
Odette, Ambrose and Sky, returned to the wharf to examine the scene of the mur der and
question the guard for their memories of that night.

Wendy Foxtail was blunt and annoyed with the inquisitive mice from Oak Home, bu t
eventually allowed CanCan and Gwen to view the body, still above ground in a storage
hut by the cemetery. While neither mouse was well acquainted with death, th ey steeled
themselves for the task and looked over Pepper Chit’s corpse thoroughl y. The cause of
death was clear: a single knife wound to the heart. Gwen helped CanCan turn the body
over and they wondered at a strange mark around the dead mouse’s neck. “It’s lik e a rope
or a cord left a friction burn,” said Gwen, parting the fur to reveal a red we lt in Pepper’s
skin.

At the docks, the other mice met Robert Arrow, the guard and his assistant Bir ch. Neither
man was present at the precise time of the murder, but both had plenty of o pinions to
share. As Sky patiently listened to their sometimes contradictory reports of the night of
the murder, Ambrose and Odette nosed about the scene of the murder. Odett e said she
thought she smelled something like a whiff of a bird of prey, and the two inv estigators
knelt down to get a better nose-full.

Ambrose’s whiskers twitched as he looked over the edge of the jetty , and spied a small
leather purse tucked in between the logs of the uprights and the decking. With Odette
holding �� rmly onto Ambrose’s legs, the wireworker mouse stretched over the edge a nd
gripped the purse in his �� nger tips. He quickly hid the purse in his own waist pouch and
gestured to Odette as the guards noticed their odd antics. By the time th ey got past Sky,
Ambrose and Odette were all innocent. “Leaning over the edge? Yes, I was loo king for
evidence.”

“Did you �� nd anything?” demanded Robert Arrow.

“Nope. I would have the rope stays on your uprights looked at though . This whole jetty is
at risk of collapse.”

The two guards-mice retreated to the safety of the river bank in a hurry. The Oak Home
mice conferred and chose to keep the purse hidden. They withdrew to exchang e �� ndings
with CanCan and Gwen somewhere they would not be overheard.

Back in the Trout’s Tale tavern they assembled in an upstairs room. Ambr ose revealed
the hidden purse and undid the ties. The purse contained a curious silver rin g with a
blue stone. “Man-made,” whispered Ambrose. “The ring would �� t a mouse’s arm loosely
though it was probably made for a small human’s �� nger.”

“Valuable?” asked Odette.

“Enough to kill for, apparently,” replied Sky.
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The group then returned to the docks and questioned Horace Thimble about Pepp er
Chit, who admitted that Pepper was working on his boat earlier on the day h e died. He
didn’t recall any pouch or cord at Pepper’s neck. “Spent most of his time �� shing off the
back of the boat,” claimed Horace.

One of the guard mice did recall a pouch at Pepper’s neck when he disembarke d. Was
Horace unobservant or hiding something?

CanCan, Ambrose and Sky decided to stake out the docks that night, hoping tha t Fergus
would come looking for the missing purse.

CanCan was spotted by the guard, Robert, and �� im �� ammed him with some tale of
sleepwalking. She managed to convince him to escort her back to the tave rn. “Who
know what sort of perverts roam the streets of River Nest after dark?” aske d CanCan.

“Apart from you?” asked all the other players.

This left the docks unguarded for a time. Ambrose took the opportunity to hide himself
on the jetty between some barrels, where he waited for developments.

Shortly after, he heard the sound of a dull splash and muf �� ed oars in the locks. He spied
a shadowy �� gure in a small rowboat as it approached and passed under the jetty wher e it
stopped. Ambrose heard a mutter curse, and recognized Horace Thimble’s voice.

“What are you about, Horace Thimble?” bellowed Ambrose. The furtive boat mouse
startled and fell backwards from his boat into the river.

Dragged ashore, Horace was a sorry sight. The three mice surrounded him and
questioned him. He did see the pouch, he admitted guiltily. “I saw Peppe r �� sh something
out of the river. All bright and shiny. He stuffed it in his neck pouch befo re Fergus or I
could have a look at it.”

“I saw Fergus and Pepper arguing about it, right here on that jetty. They wer e pushing
and shoving, but Pepper stood his ground and drove Fergus off with a proper cl out round
the ears. He must have hidden the pouch then, because he was surprised w hen Fergus
returned.”

“Never saw it coming, poor kid. Fergus straight up stabbed him in the ch est as he rose
from the decking. Turned right into the knife and fell like a sack of acorns.”

The mice from Oak Home conferred and decided that Horace was probably telling the
truth and that he was not directly involved in Pepper’s death. They plodded back to the
tavern, unnerved by the details of the young mouse’s �� nal moments.

When they got to the top of the stairs and into their shared room CanCan poin ted at the
sleeping Odette. She lay on her cot with the ring- �� lled purse clutched in her paws . “She6

won’t have me take it,” CanCan muttered. “And believe me I’ve tried.”

6 “Ah, there’s the plot,” said Pete. “Let’s go the other way.”
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Kriegsmesser – Landau Before the War
Continuing the write-up of the campaign of Kriegsmesser set in the German city of
Landau in the summer of 1617 shortly before the outbreak of the Thirty Years W ar. The
characters were:

Jaroslav Furtwängler, starving artist with an ear for gossip (A lex)
Franzis Corbolini, Irish mercenary soldier masquerading as a man ( Kate)
Alfonzo Meemo, pragmatic graverobber (Marie)
Lazaro Alamano, carriage driver and would-be duelist (Pete)
Udo von Liechtenstein, initiate and scholar also masquerading a s a man (Sam)

Session 11 (2023-01-05)

Weimer and Miglioresi leave their beer stools and head into the Rathaus, so th e group
head off to other tasks.

Udo and Franzis go to the university, intending to return the book Udo borr owed before
Urzula �� nds the scholar and relieves him of the book. After safely returning the bo ok,
Franzis spies Urzula and her favourite thug loitering in the street outside the university.
The scholar and soldier decide to take a different exit from the universit y and end up
speaking to the sexton of the chapel who has keys to a side door. Afte r some
admonishments to pure thought and decent behaviour, the sexton opens the si de gate
and lets the two fellows out.

Jaroslav hides the wooden printing block he received from Martin Richte r at Franzis’s
digs before visiting the forti �� cations again. There he bumps into Udo and Franzis, and
changes his mind about his destination. The artist and the soldier return to the Ra thaus
to investigate Klepper’s business dealings, where they discover that the Rosi crucian,
Klepper, before his death paid for a shipment of pepper with freshly minted Spanish
silver. This raises questions about Klepper’s funding and ultimately who he answer ed to.

While at the Rathaus, Franzis once again spots Urzula’s thug, and sneaks up and takes
him by surprise as the villain tries to do the same to Jaroslav in the colonna de along the
front of the Rathaus. Franzis quickly subdues the thug by bashing him o ff a wall before
trussing him �� rmly. Jaroslav and Franzis march their captive to Alfonzo’s house for
questioning.

At Udo’s lodgings, Udo is stashing his meagre belongings. He decided to mov e digs as he
suspects Urzula of knowing too much about where he lives and is bugging out. Lazaro
lends a hand. A tall, thin man dressed in expensive black clothes approaches, and asks
after Udo the scholar. Udo plays safe and pretends to be someone else. “That young
scholar? He’s already scarpered, rent unpaid!”

The stranger is disappointed and leaves. Lazaro suspects him of some involveme nt with
Metzner and Ferber, the corpse-dissectors.
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Alfonzo and Franzis make short work of Urzula’s thug, Thomas by name. He tells them
that Urzula hired him to rough up “those meddlers”, but he lets slip th at he was also
involved in the murder of Markus Klepper, the lawyer found with the dead w orkmen at
the forti �� cations site.

Franzis tells Thomas to leave Landau for good. They untie him and Lazaro escorts him
to the edge of the town.

The group discusses whether they should squeal to as many authorities as p ossible, but
hesitate when it comes to actually identifying the wrong ’uns.

With a scrap of paper and charcoal, Udo draws up a list:

Urzula Breitbrandt, Anders Fetter, Dirk Bobbler, Taccino Miglioresi, Dirk W eimer, Jan van
der Gulvert, Nikolaus Metzner and Thomas Ferber.

Someone proposes dropping them all in Gaius’s tomb with some barrels of gunp owder
and a match but perhaps that would only achieve their aim of undermining the
forti �� cations?

Udo and Jaroslav ask around the forti �� cations again. They talk to some of the regular
workmen to learn about Fetter and Bobbler, the Dutch labour organisers brou ght in by
Urzula Breitbrandt. The two men are not liked by the local German workers. “They have
us run ragged, and we haven’t even got to �� ll in that old tomb yet.”

While there, Udo starts a rumour about Spanish silver coming into Landau, �� ashed
about by Hapsburg spies.

(I cannot �� nd my notes for Session 11. Drat. Obviously the group uncovered a n attempt to blow
up the forti �� cations but I don’t remember the details.)

Session 12 (2023-01-12)

Jaroslav and Franzis pay P �� aume the Architect a visit to warn him of the undermined
forti �� cations at the Tomb of Gaius, Son of Gaius. P �� aume is outraged and takes them
with him to the Tomb, where they interrupt Weimer and some workmen unloading
barrels of gunpowder and �� lling the Tomb with explosives. Weimer escapes on
horse-back. As he �� ees, Lazaro and his companions, Udo and Alfonzo, give chase,
bursting from a stand of trees near the tomb where they were watching the proceedings .

Franzis bullies the abandoned workmen to remove the gunpowder barrels from t he
tomb, and suitably intimidated, they do so, complaining that unloading and lo ading are
different jobs and they should be paid double.

Carriage and horse careen along the rutted trackway until Weimer pulls up a nd dives
from his mount into a deep ditch. Lazaro halts his carriage and dismounts as a musk et
ball whips over his head. He advances cautiously, blunderbuss drawn, usin g the carriage
as cover until he’s right on top of Weimer’s position.

7 - Twisting the Rope #8



To his horror, the conspirator has a second pistol, which he discharges at the coachman
simultaneously with the deafening report of Lazaro’s blunderbuss. As th e gunsmoke
clears, Lazaro is injured by a musket ball to the shoulder. Thankfully the b runt of its
power was spent against Lazaro’s thick coachman’s jacket. Weimer is not so luck y but
Udo’s quick and deft healing hands save him from immediate peril.

Alfonzo and Udo load the injured Weimer onto Lazaro’s carriage and get him to the ca mp
surgeon for further treatment. Alfonzo, no fool, makes sure the horse, the two pistols
and Weimer’s sword are stowed away for safekeeping. Udo makes a sling for Lazaro’s
wounded arm, and thanks the Divine for his protection, as the coachman is bruised bu t
his limb is unbroken.

Back at P �� aume’s tent, Udo briefs the architect about recent events, which p rompts him
to call immediately for van der Gulvert’s arrest.

Jaroslav deciphers some of the Dutch artillerist’s communications, which name a
Spanish �� nancier behind the Rosicrucians, Constanza Garcia Conti. She wrote to van der
Gulvert to put him in contact with one Ludovic Wernberg, in the pay of the Prince Bishop
of Speyer.

The group then retires to Landau to celebrate and recover. Lazaro and Udo feed his
horses and the dog while Alfonzo and Jaroslav visit Sforbeck, the captain o f the Guard, to
�� ll him in on the details.

The captain is not fully convinced of Alfonzo’s innocence, but Jaroslav corrobor ates the
gravedigger’s confusing testimony and adds details of the conspirators to placate the
grumpy Sforbeck. Eventually, he sends them on their way with a warning th at Urzula
Breitbrandt is still at large.

Jaroslav asks around and determines that Wernberg is a Reichsgraf and a colonel
commanding troops for Speyer, but with some business holdings in Landau.

The two fellows return to Alfonzo’s home with food and drink and they all celebrate.

During the evening, Jaroslav translates the letter from Conti to van der Gu lvert and
uncovers evidence that Wermberg has paid van der Gulvert, and is involved in two
named conspiracies or plots: The Landau Star Project and The Red Ribbons, both under
orders ultimately from Emperor Ferdinand.

Session 13 (2023-01-19)

Franzis and Lazaro prepare for the evening job and invite Jaroslav along. Alfonzo and
Udo make their own way to the Hiller Ball, hired on as extra hands.

Before the evening, Jaroslav, while out hunting down gossip, runs afoul o f two heavies at
the Reiksverben Livery and Stables. He manages to do a runner through a yard fu ll of
manure and escapes unscathed if not unscented.
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That evening the carriage driver and friends arrive at the Nachtmann residence to
collect Isabella, her chaperone Maria Kunstler, and a large barrel of expensive wine. As
they reach the Hiller estate where the ball is to be held, Franzis notices I sabella watching
him as he climbs down from the carriage. Maria hurriedly moves Isabella al ong, as she
lingers to watch the young soldier.

Alfonzo and Jaroslav are masked, but move in different circles. Jaroslav and Fra nzis
mingle and soon �� nd the young Isabella surrounded by young noblemen, paying suit.
Franzis is alarmed to spot Balthazar Rumbold behind a fox’s mask and alerts Maria to
the man’s obvious unsuitability. Udo curries favour with the older woman in
conversation and stays to watch the young lady.

Meanwhile, the gravedigger Alfonzo is busy carrying wine from the house to a series of
trestle tables near the hedge maze when he bumps into Lazaro. As they talk, L azaro
spies a shadow of a �� gure on the roof of the mansion, silhouetted brie �� y against the
moon.

As Franzis arrives to tell his friend about Balthazar, the carriage driver spots the �� gure
descend from the roof and break into a third �� oor room by the window. Lazaro and
Jaroslav hurry into the building as Franzis and Alfonzo stand watch.

Inside the upper storeys are dark, with deep, moon-cast shadows here and there to
confuse the eye.

Session 14 (2023-02-02)

Jaroslav poses as an art critic and quickly gathers a group of noblemen as he h olds forth
on the various artworks in the house. The group follow Jaroslav up the stair s to the 2nd
storey as Lazaro tags along at the back of the group, using them as cover to get to the
stairs and sneak to the third �� oor, where he saw the intruder entering the window.

Cautiously moving along the corridor, Lazaro sees a light from under the door of the
bedroom he calculates matches the one the intruder broke into. As he listens at the door
he is nearly struck from behind, pulling his head out of the way of the blow at th e last
second. He draws his sword and prepares to �� ght.

Outside, Franzis escorts Maria and Isabella into the hedge maze, hoping to keep t he
young woman from the predatory young noblemen at the ball. The featurele ss green
vegetation make all the passages alike, but eventually the partygoer s emerge into a large
open space at the centre of the maze. A huge man with a bull’s head stand s brandishing a
massive sword and bellows a challenge. The various noblemen scatter in f ear, but
Franzis holds his nerve and �� ourishes his own sword with con �� dent ease. The minotaur
collapses in defeat and the servant removes his papier-mâché head, sweetmea ts and
trinkets pouring out of it. Isabelle is very taken with the soldier’s brav ery, and links her
arm with his as Maria tuts.

At the rear of the house Alfonzo and Udo are helping with the serving of the wine when
they spot Urzula moving through the crowd. They hide behind an ornamental pilla r as
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she passes. Alfonzo follows at a safe distance as the Dutch woman hurries towards the
hedge maze. Udo runs into the house to alert Jaroslav and Lazaro.

Upstairs Lazaro and his mysterious assailant exchange feints, and Lazaro thro ws his
cloak forward hoping to befuddle his opponent. However, the unnamed �� gure is too
clever and uses the distraction to land a blow with a cosh that leaves th e coachman’s ears
ringing. The stranger �� ees away down the corridor towards the eastern end of the
house.

Downstairs, Jaroslav and Udo hear the scuf �� e and footfalls. Jaroslav musters his rag-tag
group of drunken noblemen and would-be art fanciers as Udo grabs nearby candles to
light their way. Emboldened, the group climb the stairs bravely if not s ilently. At the top
of the stairs they see the �� eeing stranger and the addled Lazaro. The two drunks quickly
give chase, with hollering and mirth. Udo tends to his dazed friend as Jaros lav surveys
the scene. Through the keyhole they spy a woman, dressed in dark cloak and brit ches,
bent over a small jewellery box on the bed as she attempts to open the box.

Lazaro, now back on his feet, gives the door an appraising eye and throws himself
against the ‘weak spot’ before ricocheting off with a thud. “They put the w eak spot in
the wrong place!”

Udo and Jaroslav hear the approach of the house staff simultaneously and try a near by
door, before ushering the shaken coachman and themselves into an adjace nt room out of
sight.

They �� nd themselves in a bedroom similar to the one with the lady intruder. Lazaro
goes out on the balcony and springs across to the one outside the locked room. H e slips
quietly into the room, and is surprised to �� nd it empty. Where is the lady burglar?

A moment’s thought tells Lazaro she must still be in the room, and he notes that the
chairs by the table near the door are disarranged. Stepping closer, he speaks . “A lovely
night, my lady, T’would be a shame to be stuck under a table.”

The woman emerges, and exchanges a bon mot or two with Lazaro, all the while cir cling
him to get closer to the window. Lazaro allows this, and the woman leaves with a grin
thinking she has fooled the coachman.

On the balcony, Jaroslav stands in wait at one side, Udo at the other, a cur tain rope pulled
taut between them. The woman trips and stumbles, but nonetheless cuts at Jaros lav with
her dagger. She is swift, but not as swift as the bar- �� ght honed re �� exes of the young
artist. Jaroslav brains her with a �� ower pot and she collapses on the balcony.

Comments on E&A #7
General comments: Thanks for the kind words on the Traveller solo game. I enjoyed
playing it, and enjoyed sharing it with the APA. I must return to it, or s omething like it
soon.
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On readability, I’ve read arguments either way as to which is more read able, serif or sans
serif. I did �� nd an interesting animation in an article on font readability that simulated7

some dyslexic people’s experience of letters ‘jumping around’ on the pag e. A freeze
frame of the gif looks like this : 8

I found it eye-opening (and headache inducing) to try to read the animated version, a s
the letters change and move around in the words. Related studies do sugge st that sans
serif and/or monospaced typefaces work best for readers with dyslexia.

Roger BW : Re noisy mice: So true! I don’t know how the old phrase got started. Clearly
not referencing the mice we’ve experienced. I remember a line from somewhere . “If you
think you’ve got rats in the attic, it’s mice. If you think you’ve got elephants, it ’s rats.”

Re tech stocks and unrealistic expectations of growth: You’ve hit the na il on the head. So
much of what I see from MS, Google, etc. nowadays are features in search o f someone
who wants to actually use them, which get forced on end users regardless.

I like the idea of Fudge on the Fly and other systems where the character abilities and
stats are revealed in play. It’s not to everyone’s taste, but I’ve use d it a couple of times in
one-shots where it worked well. A half-way house, where you stat up y our character but
hold some points in reserve to respond to developments in play works too, and I seem to
remember someone, possibly in A&E, modelling Han Solo and Luke Skywalker as two
PCs, Han, the one where all the points were spent up front, and Luke who h eld back
enough points to develop Jedi powers when needed.

8 The original animation is here: https://geniusee.com/storage/app/media/blog91/14.gif

7 https://geniusee.com/single-blog/font-readability-research-f amous-designers-vs-scientists
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Erica Frank (Elf): I have fond memories of Glitch and
missed it terribly when it shut down. I loved the
exploration and the wonder of it. The community
gardens and the habit most players had of replanting
as they harvested feels like something from an earlier
internet with fewer trolls and griefers.

I think Wanderhome makes a good �� t for the Glitch
feel and sense of place. Your descriptions of the
locations re-imagined for Wanderhome are cool. I got
all nostalgic for the MMORPG and pleasant journeys
of exploration from years ago. May your butter �� y milk never curdle.

Michael Cule: I’m sorry to hear that your Mausritter game fell apart. You might be better
off using a system you’re well versed in and declaring the PCs to be mice ab initio . In our
games of Mausritter , we rarely use more than straight d20 rolls against attributes and
handwave the rest. The encumbrance mechanics are too �� ddly for me, and once I started
pruning I found there are a lot of rules I don’t really call upon.

Re assigning skills/stats in play: Thank you! I had forgotten to mention Hero
Wars/HeroQuest as an example of improvised character generation. I agree that some sort
of de �� ning characteristic or trait is needed to get started, or the PC might as well b e a
sort of Morph �� gure made of plasticine . 9

Lisa Padol: Thanks for the sympathy on the sleep issues.

Re Mausritter write-up: Philbert was reckless it’s true, and I probably unconsciously
played him to move the otherwise indecisive players along, but also I s aw him as a
human in a frog body and not really aware of the dangers his new size and body was
prone to.

Re the solo Traveller : I enjoyed the surprises the dice threw at me. The dialogue from all
the characters was just off the top of my head, with thumbnail sketches of the navigator
and engineer as best friends who loved to bicker with one another as a starting point .

Re ticks/checks: Ireland has ticks like so: �� or �� , but separate them from check, which in
this context is a verb. One might check (i.e. roll against) a skill in BRPfor example and on
success, tick the box. We don’t check a check box, but tick a tick  box.

Re distributing points in play after character generation: Yep, you remembere d that from
Hero Wars too. I want to say that I saw it in other BRP-derived games, but I can’t p inpoint
it before HW.

Re Smallville and other Cortex RPGgames: I agree that a playmat helps. “One from the red
box, one from the blue box and any two from the yellow box” sounds like a sol id shortcut
for building a dice pool.

9 Though there’s likely a SF setting that could start with freshly decanted v at-people as PCs.
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RYCT Michael Cule re the Everway Powers system: I liked that too, and generally
shoehorned magic and wizardly powers into a power de �� nition instead of using the
Magic system rules.

Re T. King �� sher’s Sworn Soldier books: They are good, aren’t they? I particularly enjoy
the relationship between the main character and their batman/sergeant companion.

Pum (Paul Holman): Re en dashes: The red-headed stepchild of the Hyphen family! I
admit that most of the time I shove a hyphen in and make do.

I loved the demon destroying dirt story. It echoes many foolish schemes cooked up by
my D&D players in secondary school.

Avram Grumer: RYCT Lisa Padol re margins: Lastish I �� ddled with the margins when I
was thinking about line lengths, 1- vs 2-column layouts and the like. Narr ower margins
fought against my attempts to keep the line lengths a comfortable numbe r of characters.
I guess there’s a reason that typesetting and layout are skilled, paid job s if you want
them done right.

Brian Rogers: Sorry to hear about the mould problem. Living in Ireland and in contact
with a variety of students over the years I’ve heard many horror stories about mould in
student �� ats that good taste requires I refrain from airing . 10

HR as “People and Culture”: Like Michael Cule, Personnel always work ed for me. A name
change like HR to People and Culture smacks of Newspeak to me.

I too have fond memories of the Tudor Talents game, and we can still get a rise out of
Alex by referring to his “ponk-hole”, which the group gave as a nickname to his
interdimensional space.

Re Dungeon Crawler Carl : I enjoyed books 2-5 too, but found number 6 (with the
collectable card game element) less satisfying, and I’ve delayed starting numb er 7 as a
result.

Kriegsmesser doesn’t have a hit location system. In fact the default rules don’t have hit
points or any wounds system. What this particular campaign has, however, is an
occasionally cruel GM with a sense of humour. It worked particularly well when Sam’s
acolyte/scholar PC repeatedly ended up bandaging Pete’s wagoneer’s head and chiding
him about avoiding alcohol while concussed:

Pete as Lazaro: “So no brandy before lunch?”
Sam as Udo:  “No alcohol at all!”
Pete as Lazaro: “Not even wine with breakfast?”
Sam as Udo: “None!”
Pete as Lazaro: “Alright, alright,” conceded the wagoneer as he unco rked a bottle of beer.

10 “See? That’s your problem. Open all the windows and freeze the little mycelia l bastards!”
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More excellent insanity in the Regrettable Hero Doctor Hormone and your expansi on of
the V&V skills and heightened attribute powers looks good. When you mentioned
‘non-gendered ass-kicker’ in your expanded pet skill, Companion, I immediately
thought of a couple more: non-binary buddy and gender- �� uid friend, likely all part of
Ace Ally’s team of queer heroes.

I’m never likely to run V&V again, but I really enjoyed the Legion of Superheroes PBEM
game where you bore the brunt of the rules wrangling.

Brian Misiaszek: As expressed in email, I’m very sorry for your loss of Sadie. She was a
good dog.

Did you create the various maps for The Mazorra from scratch? They’re very good.

I hope you enjoy What Stalks the Deep . I don’t think I’ve read anything by T. King �� sher
that I haven’t enjoyed. Her more explicitly written-as-horror no vels like The Hollow
Places, A House With Good Bones and The Twisted Ones are all great reads, and a lot of her
fantasy works have a horri �� c element not far beneath the surface. The isolated farmer
and wife in Minor Mage and the ending of Nine Goblins had shivers down my spine when
I read them.

I’m glad the write-ups hit the mark. I found the solo Traveller-esque experience much
more compelling than I expected. I’ve tried a few published solo games befo re, like Four
Against Darkness, but I found the home-brewed simplicity worked well for me.

Joshua Kronengold: I hope you’re surviving the job hunt, or better yet have secured a
new post with a company you feel comfortable working for. An old friend re cently left
Google after over 20 years when they signed a contract with a well-known miltech
supplier to use Gemini AI in some project. He’s ended up at another of the Big Six,
though, so I hope his �� re is less murdery than his frying pan was.

When I mentioned the idea to my players of a “quiet as mice” comment in a loud v oice
from one of the PCs we fell immediately into a rendition of Gilbert and Sulliv an’s “With
Cat-Like Tread…” with the customary gusto (and usually misremembered lyrics) :

Re the body swapped Amber PC: The player was given a brief outline of w hat I wanted
from Dworkin (sow chaos, mostly), and the occasional note. One of the cousins (S am’s
PC, Rhiannon) was surprised to �� nd it incredibly dif �� cult to contact Christiania (the
swapped PC) via Trump, but persisted with some support from another Psych e-monster
in the family. She in turn was very surprised to �� nd herself welded to Christiania, soles
of the feet to the other’s footsoles, spinning at alarming speed inside a magi cally
resilient sphere somewhere way the hell out in Shadow. They escaped ev entually but not
before Dworkin-Christiania had a hoot messing with the other PCs plans.

Jim Vasilakos and Timothy Collinson: (Jim) Re handling a misjump in the solo
Traveller-esque game. I handwaved it. Without a pre-determined map there was no
point in referring to rules for distance and direction. I just created a destinati on system
that looked promising for the next chapter of the play. Jump physics in Traveller proper
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have a primary purpose of keeping PCs’ ships close to interesting destinati ons so I’m not
surprised that the rules don’t really go into misjumps to Oort clouds and ot her distant
locations, but as I understand the pseudo-physics of jump travel even misj umping ships
are likely to emerge close to a gravity well.

Re the ancient Earth sage: Pterry is one of the names Terry Pratchett was fondly known
by. Re Pterry’s upper atmosphere: I don’t retain the combination of therm odynamics and
�� uid dynamics knowledge to model the distribution of heat in a gas giant’s at mosphere
and consequent diffusion, but I’m happy to say that with suf �� cient rotation I’d imagine
the heating is fairly well distributed. As with the misjump, I didn’t bot her with the
details of matching the gravitational pull of the gas giant against the manoeuvre drive’s
G-rating. I don’t see why skimming ships in Traveller wouldn’t stand on their tails in the
skimming process just to get the full G-rating of the thruster plates.

(Tim) I’m glad you enjoyed the coffee stain map. It would probably dri ve a proper
geologist or geographer bonkers, but I did �� nd the resulting circle of islands pleasing.
Perhaps when the local inhabitants discover the shape of their wide r world they create a
myth of Ra’s Great Coffee Cup, or how the Great God Budweiser made the world from a
beer mat.

Limli the Librarian: Welcome to the APA party!

Everyone else: SRAEBNC.

All contents © Myles Corcoran 2026 and licensed under the AIO-B Y-NC-SA license
(https://www.humanscommons.org/license/ai0-by-nc-sa/1 .0) which explicitly denies the use

of the above content in the training or source material of any AI system .
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Habana Horror: 
The Mazorra (Part 6 ) 

 
 

InvestigatorÕs Gallery !(upgraded via ChatGPT 5.2)  
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NPCs present for dinner  (see next page gallery ):   

1.# Director  Dr. Miguel Rodr’guez Machado 
(veterinarian not MD, Pres. MachadoÕs 2 nd  cousin 

2.# Captain Alberto Gand’a (Supt., corrupt Porra 
member, fears pt. known as the Persian ) 

3.# Dra. Ramagosa  (Female Dept. psychiatrist) 
4. $ Dr. Arturo Vilela (idealistic Child Psychiatrist, 

increasingly paranoid, many enemies)     
5. $ Dr. F. Llerena: surgeon w/ neck collar & 

sunglasses after attack Porra ally, alcoholic  
6. $ Dr. Ram—n Zorrilla (MenÕs Dept MD, skipped 

tour, obsessed w/Voudan elixirs, visibly unwell  
7. $ Dr. Santiago Prats:  Young, idealistic MenÕs 

Psychiatrist (secret A.B.C. member)  
8. $ Dra. Elda Real y Oro Child psychologist; quietly 

devoted to the oblivious Dr. Viela  
9. $ Israel Castellanos: Cuban Govt criminologist, 

Dactyloscopic  Director; Voudan knowledge  
10. #Chief RN  Beatriz Montalvo ( 47F) widowed, 

respected, hard intimidate 
11. #Deputy Chief RN  Rafael Y‡niz  (60M) (Porra, 

corrupt, Gandia ally, hostile to Dr. V & Chief RN) 
12. #Mons. Bruno Aurelio  (70M), Catholic priest.) 
13. #Senorita Esperanza Hidalgo-Gato ( 25F), 

DirectorÕs private secretary  
14. #Se–or Enrique ÒRickyÓ Morales : Machado 

Govt. liaison; secret Directorio  resource; PC ally 
15. # Lt. Col. Vives  Spanish CEDA military attachŽ 

interested in MazorraÕs Ôspecial childrenÕ. 
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Horrors of the Mazorra: 
 

A 1930s Pulp Cthulhu scenario (cont.) 
 

 

Re-cap from AoM # 244 (slightly ret-conned):   On 
their escorted walk from the M1 Operating Theatre 
to their visitor quarters in La Oficina, both Ricky  
and Dr. Prats briefly indicate without elaboration,  
that they too witnessed something unsettling. 
They caution the Investigators to remain silent 
within earshot of Mazorra guards; discretion is not  
optional here 3#After reconnoitring the layout of La 
Oficina, their rooms near to rooms belonging to 
some of the MDs and more and their preparation 
for getting freshened up to be collected for 
cocktails and dinner are interrupted by a gunshot. 
The Investigators encounter Dr. Vilela in visible 
physical and mental distress after falling victim t o 
a vicious booby-trap. A pair of guards arrive 
belatedly but are waved off by Dr. Vilela. Even 
without the presence of unseen supernatural 
forces other forces make anyoneÕs stay at the 
MazorraÕs a danger filled.  experience #

 
Dinner at the DirectorÕs Manse  

Ricky, their impeccably dressed government liaison,  
arrives at the quarters promptly at 6:45 p.m. His 
suit is pressed, a fresh carnation tucked into his 
lapel. If asked, he explains casually that a friend , 
Othello, the tuck shop manager in La Oficina  quietly 
helped him clean it using supplies on hand. 

If the Investigators attempt conversation, Ricky 
makes a small gesture and murmurs ÒÉwalls have 
ears.Ó He suggests they wait until they are outside. 
 
Once outside  in the thick August heat, Ricky lowers 
his voice as they walk. His eyes move constantly, 
from the columns of palm trees, to the path, to the  
lit windows of the Manse. 
 
ÒWhatever you saw back there, mis amigos,Ó  he says 
quietly, Òdo not describe it as supernatural. Not 
tonight. Not to anyone who was not present.Ó  
 
ÒWhat you and I and Dr. Prats and the others saw, 
this Cosa , this Thing, does not exist unless it can be 
reduced to drink, incompetence, or sabotage.Ó 
 
ÒWhen you live under a dictatorship,Ó  he adds, 
Òreality isÉflexible. Dr. Llerena will lie. Complet ely. 
He is a drunk, venal, loyal to the PorraÉbut he is not 
entirely stupid. He knows exactly which truths keep  
a man alive and employed.Ó 
 

  
 
ÒAnd if necessary,Ó he adds after a beat, ÒI would be 
forced to deny it too.Ó 
 
ÒIf the story is gas, panic, or foreign exaggeratio n, it 
can be buried. If it becomes Santer’a sorcery, 
monsters, or fantasmas . Then it becomes a reason 
to detain you for lunacy. Or sedition. Or to make y ou 
disappear.Ó 

ÒThe Machado government has no use for miracles or 
monsters it cannot control. If you insist you will not 
be corrected. You will be removed for being a 
disruption.Ó 

KeeperÕs Note: A successful Psychology (Normal) reveals 
Ricky is repressing strong emotion, but he thinks  he is 
telling the truth; a Hard success reveal both that and 
that he is scared and not admitting it.  

 
Investigator Questions & RickyÕs Answers  

"
Investigator 
Question 

RickyÕs Response 

ÒSo Dr. Llerena 
knows heÕs 

lying?Ó 

456# )789&%3# :%;<<# )"<<# *+# ="&&# >"(*)#
+9*11%9%0# ?@# (7A*78&# 1"&%&B# "# &+"1%0#
C3D3E3# 79# $*9%)+79*7# *()*0%(+B# "(@+.*(1#
=%0*)"<# 79# >7<*+*)"<3# -.7&%# &+79*%&#
>97+%)+#.*=3F#

ÒWill anyone back 
us up?Ó 

4G73# G7+# *(# >8?<*)3# H7=%# ?%<*%'%#
&7=%+.*(1# *&# I97(13# D8+# ?%<*%6# *&# (7+#
+%&+*=7(@#I.%(#+.%#J799"#*&#<*&+%(*(13F#

ÒWhat happens if 
we speak openly? 

4D%&+# )"&%K# L78# "9%# 0*&=*&&%0# "&#
.@&+%9*)&# 79# 679%*1(# =%00<%9&3# M79&+#
)"&%B# @78# "9%# ="9N%0# "&# >7<*+*)"<<@#
0"(1%978&3#C(0#0"(1%978&#>%7><%#07#
(7+#9%)%*'%#&%)7(0#*('*+"+*7(&3F#

ÒWho decides 
which story 
stands?Ó 

4M.7%'%9;&# >">%9I79N# &89'*'%&# +.%#
=79(*(13F#

ÒWhat happens to 
people who wonÕt 

play along?Ó 

4-.%@# 07# (7+# "918%3# -.%@# '"(*&.# *(+7#
J799"#)%<<&B#>"00%0#977=&B#79#19"'%&3#O+#
0%>%(0&#.7I#*()7('%(*%(+#+.%@#"9%3F#

ÒAnd you?Ó 4O#I"<N#>%7><%#>"&+#0779&#+.%@#&.78<0#
(7+#7>%(3#-."+#*&#=@#P7?3F##



"

%"
"

What he Admits Privately on  Persuade  (Difficult) 

"
Question RickyÕs Response 

!
ÒWhat do you 
believe? You were 
on the train & in 
the OR too and 
saw Baron 
Kriminel!Ó 

(He hesitates.) ÒI believe I saw something that 
does not belong in any medical or government 
report. If I give it a name, it gains weightÑand 
weight makes it harder to hide.Ó 

 
ÒSo I tell myself this: something impossible 
happened, and the world did not end. That 
means thinking about it can be postponed.Ó  

ÒWhy keep 
working for 
Machado if you 
oppose him?Ó 

 
ÒRegimes like MachadoÕs do not fall because 
good men resign. They fall because enough 
people are in the wrong places at the right 
time.Ó  

 ÒI am not a hero. I amÉ an obstruction. And 
sometimes, that is enough.Ó 

 ÒAlsoÑif I leave, someone worse takes my 
chair.Ó 

Straightening as the steps of the Manse comes into 
view along with guards standing there. Ò But enough. 
We are almost there.Ó 

~7 to 7:15 pm: Arrival at the DirectorÕs Manse 

As Ricky leads the Investigators to the DirectorÕs 
Manse for their welcoming dinner, they approach 
along the lantern-lit walkway.  The Manse glows as 
its white walls catching the last peach-coloured li ght 
of sunset, columns throwing long shadows across 
the marble portico. From somewhere inside A 
phonograph plays soft Danz—n Cubano.  

Two uniformed Mazorra guards can be seen outside 
at the bottom of the steps as they are met at the t op 
by a slender young woman with short chestnut hair 
dressed in a silk evening gown with a clipboard 
tucked under one with two servants discretely 
standing nearby. 

ÒBienvenidos,Ó  she says with a smile, and then in. perfect 
English. ÒI am Se–orita Esperanza Hidalgo-Gato , Director 
MachadoÕs personal and private secretary. The Direc tor will 
be delighted you could join us this evening.Ó 

Referring to the clipboard she ticks off their name s one by 
one, as servants efficiently take their hats and ou terwear 
and quietly informs each arrival where they are exp ected to 
mingle first.  

ÒYou have a little time before dinner, enough for a  
conversation, perhaps two if you donÕt linger.  IÕl l make sure 
all of you are introduced to Director Machado perso nally by 
myself.Ó 

 

Only then does she gesture them through either the arched 
doors into the house or onto the terrace to her rig ht. 

1. ! The Reception & Music Room: Sr. Vargas & Insp. 
Hargreaves. 

2. ! The Solarium:  Dr. Ellery & Dra. Coutinho. 
3. ! The Terrace: Flash Duvall & RN Maria del Sagrario. 

Keeper Notes:  Pre-dinner mingling lasts ~45 minutes b 
both in game and in REAL TIME . Each Investigator may 
meaningfully engage with  the other Mazorra staff with 1 
or at most 2 locations, & in the second one more briefly. 
Choosing depth means missing other opportunities. T his 
is deliberate in order to create information asymme try 
among the Investigators. Most NPCs remain in place,  
with a few exceptions. Director Machado does not 
circulate so under EsperanzaÕs direction. Investiga tors 
are brought to him  in pairs f "#!$%&#"'()&$"%*. Circulation 
of each pair of Investigators is suggested as per t he 
block-diagram below (see E&E #7 for the actual 
DirectorÕs Manse floorplan). Any remaining 
introductions with the last pair who had not alread y met 
with the Director will occur on the Terrace by Espe ranza 
who will take the Director by the arm to meet these  
Investigators in this area. There is just time for him to 
ask one question just before she rings her silver b ell to 
announce the 8:00 seating.  

Investigators stepping off-script (lavatory, phone call, 
etc.) forfeits any remaining pre-dinner interaction s, and 
may trigger chance encounters, suspicion, or events  
elsewhere (e.g., the Long Gallery). There is guard at the 
top & bottom of the stairs to shoo any wanting to e xplore.  
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Reception / Music Room  

 

While ostensibly a space for music and conversation  
and presently filled with elegantly dressed guests,  all 
men other than Esperanza, the room is arranged for 
display rather than comfort. A large painting on th e 
far wall has been carefully shrouded in heavy cloth , 
and a uniformed guard stands quietly near the 
doorway, an unobtrusive but unmistakable reminder 
that this remains an institution, not a private hom e. 

NPCs Present  

¥! Director Dr. Miguel Rodr’guez Machado  
greeting guests personally; polished and alert. 

¥! Alberto Gand’a  watchful and intrusive. 
¥! Francisco Vives  composed and observant; 

selectively warm or cool. 
¥! Esperanza Hidalgo-Gato  managing the flow and 

timing of formal introductions. 
¥! Rafael Y‡niz  present at Gand’aÕs request; 

formally dressed, watchful, mostly silent. 
¥! ÒRickyÕ Morales  circulating, smoothing 

introductions, and quietly redirecting tension. 
¥! Servants: One guard, various servants serving 

drinks and canapes 

A. Director Miguel Machado 

Machado wears a tailored dark blue suit of light 
Italian wool, a white carnation on his lapel. He 
already holds a drink. His smile is warm; his eyes 
never rest.  
 

KeeperÕs Note: !
¥! If Dr. Llerena survived, Machado is genial, faintly  

paternal, and LlerenaÕs absence is unspoken. ÒI 
trust you are finding the MazorraÉilluminating.Ó 

¥! If Dr. Llerena died, he is cool, though without 
accusations. ÒI regret that your visit has already 
beenÉoverly eventful.Ó !

 
 

Esperanza introduces each pair of Investigators 
beginning with Sr. Vargas & Insp. Hargreaves. Her 
phrasing shifts subtly as follows: 

¥! Female visitors:  ÒMiguel, may I presentÉÓ  
¥! Males:  ÒDirector Machado, may I presentÉÓ  

Opening questions from Director Machado: 
 
¥# Sr. Vargas:  ÒYou move easily in refined rooms, 

yet carry yourself like someone used to trouble. 
Which version should I believe?Ó 

¥# Hargreaves:  ÒOur fingerprint lab was inspired 
by your Scotland Yard. Accurate identity brings 
orderÑand control. You would agree?Ó 

¥# ÔFlashÕ Duvall: ÒA photograph can protect a 
manÑor finish him. The difference is rarely 
visible in the negative, no?Ó 

¥# Dr. Margaret Ellery  ÒStability sometimes 
matters more than explanation. Would you 
agree institutions require that?Ó 

¥# !"&#$65&D(+&$>/C)92?/: ÒSome discoveries spread 
faster than they can be understood. Must every 
finding be revealed at once?Ó 

¥# Hermana Mar’a del Sagrario : ÒA nurseÕs 
loyalty is often tested quietly. To whom does 
yours ultimately belong?? 

KeeperÕs Note:  MachadoÕs questions above are not 
meant to be answered fully. They are probes . 
Machado is  categorizing  the Investigators, not 
trying to intimidate them.  A brief, polite response 
earns approval.  Elaboration even if honest creates  risk.  

 
The Director answers 1 question per Investigator:  
 
¥#To anyone re the General Strike:  ÒOur trains and 
our facilities have grown nervous during the genera l 
strike. Steel reflects the mood of the nation.Ó  
¥#To anyone asking if he is related to President 
Geraldo Machado:  ÒBut of course!  Our dear leader 
and relation is my 2 nd  cousin on my motherÕs side of 
the familyÓ.  
¥#If either Baron K,  Incident Is Mentioned: ÒAn 
unusual hallucinogenic a medical gas mishap, I am 
told. Unpleasant, rarely dangerous.Ó  
¥#If injuries are mentioned: ÒI am so very sorry our 
guests have sustained harm here through no fault of  
our own. Captain Gand’a is preparing a report for p er 
personally on the confusion in the regrettable inci dent 
you mention.Ó 
¥#If Asked About the covered painting: ÒAh. A 
recent and most fascinating acquisition. We will sp eak 
of it after dinner.Ó  
¥#He closes any topic he no longer wants to talk 
about with : ÒDetails later. Tonight is for hospitality!Ó  
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B. Teniente Coronel (Lt. Col) Francisco Vives 

The Spanish EmbassyÕs 
military attachŽ, Francisco 
Vives wears a light wool suit 
that somehow, on him, reads 
as a uniform. A small red, 
yellow, and white lapel pin of 
unusual design marks him 
subtly. He greets some 
Investigators more warmly 
than others, particularly 
native Spanish speakers and 
medical professionals. In a mild breach of protocol , 
he steps forward to address Dr. Ellery and Dra. 
Coutinho before Director Machado, pre-empting 
EsperanzaÕs introductions. 
 

KeeperÕs Note:  Vives unconsciously assesses visitors for 
threat based on posture, reactions to authority, an d 
mismatches between appearance and capability; 
characters with combat Talents or skills are immedi ately 
noted. He may make a passive CPS Stat Cunning 75 1 vs 
PCÕs POW, or Stealth/Disguise  if higher. 

 
¥#Se–or Vargas:  ÒSpain welcomes generosity, Se–or. 

Do visit our Embassy.Ó If recognized as dangerous: 
ÒSpain values men who move carefully, Se–or 
Vargas. We notice.Ó 

¥# Insp. Hargreaves:  Vives offers professional 
courtesy, tempered with wariness. ÒWith your 
background, you understand how order is 
maintainedÑand how easily it frays.Ó 

¥#Dr. Margaret Ellery:  ÒSpain follows developments 
in child health closelyÑespecially special  children, 
such as those here at Mazorra. Have you ever seen 
the like?Ó 

¥#RN Mar’a del Sagrario:  ÒYour skills would be 
welcome in our medical corps, Enfermera  del 
Sagrario. Spain stands on the brink of greatnessÑ
you would begin as an officer.Ó 

¥# ÔFlashÕ (American):  Polite but cool. ÒAmerican 
newspapers have an eye for moments 
ofÉtransition. How does it go? ÔRemember the 
MaineÉand the Hell with Spain?ÕÓ 

¥#To Dra. Coutinho:  ÒThe 1925 Geneva Protocol 
limits use, not research. Spain has need of such 
expertise, Doctora . Visit our Embassy before you 
depart.Ó 

 

KeeperÕs Note:  A successful EDU 
(Normal) roll from someone from 
Spain or with a news background or 
recently visited there will reveal this is 
the symbol of CEDA, Confederaci—n 
Espa–ola de Derechas Aut—nomas 
an early 1930s Spanish Political 
coalition that aligns Military & Catholic Church go als.    

"
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C. Ricky Morales & Esperanza 

¥! Ricky Morales  keeps conversations from 
lingering too long or turning sharp. If he notices 
Esperanza being too curious, he will intervene 
and say ÒCareful, Esperanza! if you ask questions 
like that, our guests will think theyÕve already 
been admitted,Ó to both deflect and to warn the 
others. 

¥! Esperanza Hidalgo-Gato  subtly separates 
guests who draw attention, redirecting with a 
touch on an arm or a murmured aside. She is 
openly curious about the two younger male 
Investigators; too young, she believes for the 
confidence they carry.  

NPC: Esperanza Hidalgo-Gato: 

24F Executive Asst.  & 
the MazorraÕs de facto 
Director  

Esperanza is one of the 
most intelligent people 
at the Mazorra, and, to 
the Investigators, 
possibly one of the 
more dangerous. 
Several years ago, she 
was hand-picked by 
Director MachadoÕs 
wife to become his 
mistress, a role 
Esperanza accepted and then deliberately expanded 
into something far more durable. She cultivates an 
appearance of beauty and indulgence to disguise her  
true function: disciplined intelligence, institutio nal 
memory, and quiet control of paperwork. She is 
treated as ornamental. She is not.  

In practice, Esperanza functions as the MazorraÕs d e 
facto director. MachadoÕs laziness, boredom with 
administration, and frequent absences have led him 
to delegate authority informally; she signs routine  
orders on his behalf, her imitation of his signatur e 
now flawlessÑsomething Lic. Castellanos noticed 
long ago and chose not to challenge. Over time, she  
has learned the authorization marks and habits of 
other senior staff, allowing her to manufacture 
consensus, smooth conflicts, and quietly override 
decisions that would otherwise lead to abuse. 
Nothing she does reads as opposition. It reads as 
administration. 
 
EsperanzaÕs political loyalties are not with the Po rra, 
nor with Spanish clerical authoritarianism or 
imported fascist sympathies. Though she must 
navigate Cuban factions carefully, her private 
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convictions are secular, anti-fascist, and reformis t. 
She has sympathies with both the ABC and the 
Directorio, but aligns herself fully with neither; both 
underestimate her, and both tolerate violence when 
it suits them, something she recoils from, not out of 
sentiment, but because it is crude and inefficient.  
 
What makes Esperanza dangerous to the 
Investigators is misclassification . She automatically 
assumes they are like all other visitors to the 
Mazorra: venal, grasping, and morally compromised, 
else na•ve and incompetent. Genuinely altruistic 
motives do not fit her model of the world. As a res ult, 
she works quietly against the; losing files, delayi ng 
approvals, recreating records, or rerouting request s, 
always without appearing to oppose them directly. 
Resistance, when reframed as procedure, attracts no  
attention. 
 
Description:  Pale, slender, dresses very well. 
Normally animated, she becomes almost unnaturally 
still when listening closely. 
 

KeeperÕs Note: Until the Investigators demonstrate 
repeated, unrewarded altruism, Esperanza 
automatically introduces subtle procedural friction  
whenever their plans rely on access, timing, or 
documentation.  

D. Captain Gand’a & Deputy Chief RN Rafael Y‡niz 

Capt. Gand’a is in a cleaner better fitting uniform . 
The Superintendant often inserts such comments 
such as Òsecurity procedure exists for a reason Ó, and 
Òwe must go over timelines together some time 
tomorrow. Informally of course .Ó If Dr. Llerena has 
died, however, some of his comments have a more 
sinister undercurrent: 

¥# ÒWitnesses are not always aware they are 
witnesses, Yuma 2.Ó 

¥# ÒIt is best everyone remains available to go over 
matters more formally tomorrow in my office in 
the SuperintendentÕs Manse.Ó 

¥# ÒYou ÔvisitorsÕ always seem to be en el pico de la 
piragua. 3 How do you explain that?Ó 

Rafael Y‡niz is a political appointment arranged la st 
January from officials in the capital to be embedde d 
in the Mazorra. He was supposed to be assigned as 
Chief but the current Chief RN Beatriz Montalvo is 
just too competent and respected, and she indicated  
any demotion means her resignation, ditto.  He is 
wearing an expensive suit way over his pay grade.  
He mostly listens and rarely speaks to voice an 
opinion of his own, but when he does, it always to 
reinforce Capt. Gand’a. 

"
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KeeperÕs Note:  Y‡nizÕs presence at dinner and in this 
room is deliberate. As a fellow Porra asset embedde d 
within Mazorra, a cooperative stooge in other ways,  he 
reinforces Gand’aÕs authority & quietly reminds sta ff 
that hospital staff are not exempt from scrutiny.  If a turn 
is spent watching how these two interact, there is a 
chance for this overheard exchange with a successfu l 
Spot Hidden , Listen, or Read Lips  roll: Gand’a: ÒYouÕll 
want a full list of names later.ÓY‡niz: ÒAlready 
kept.Ó  

 
 
The Solarium:  

 

First Impressions from Solarium NPCs Present  

(Not Present: Dr. Zorrilla & Dr. Llerena)  

¥ Gilda Ramagosa:  dressed in a blue frock, make-
up; questioning Prats about something. 
¥ Santiago Prats:  watchful and uneasy, is 
answering GildaÕs questions reluctantly.  
¥ Arturo Vilela:  seated, visibly uncomfortable; his 
left arm in a sling from the gunshot wound; unclear  
whether his discomfort comes from the injury or 
from EldaÕs attentions  
¥ Elda Real y Oro:  seated close enough that her hip 
touches VilelaÕs; quietly attentive, unmistakably 
concerned. 
¥ Enrique ÒRickyÓ Morales:  passes through briefly, 
mainly to caution the Investigators not to speak 
freely. 

Conversational Topics  

Dr. Margaret Ellery  and Dra. Isabela Coutinho , the 
first two Investigators to arrive here are immediat ely 
recognized as colleagues rather than visitors by th eir 
shared medical training, medical language, an 
experience. Combined with early cocktails, this len ds 
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the room a marginally more relaxed air (as long as 
Dr. Llerena is still alive) . Initial conversational topics 
are clinical: interesting patients, case impression s, 
shared frustrations, etc. Inevitably, it drifts tow ard: 

¥ The absence of Dr. Zorrilla is noted as unusual, 
especially since he had expressed interest in 
comparing ethnobotanical and African diaspora 
religious beliefs with foreign visitors.  
¥ The shooting at La Oficina:  regarded as 
unfortunate; some may remark that Arturo perhaps 
has good reason to carry a gun at all times. 
¥ Dr. Llerena & the Operating Theatre incident:  
framed as anaesthetic complications, heat 
exhaustion, unusual rigor, trapped gasesÑanything 
but something anomalous. 

When questions edge too close to the extraordinary 
Dr.  Prats  redirects smoothly, lowering his voice and 
glancing toward the glass walls as if sound might 
carry. If necessary, he draws an Investigator a ste p 
aside and whisper harshly, ÒWhatever you think you 
saw,Ó he says quietly, Òthis is not the place to di scuss 
it. Ricky was right to warn you.Ó  

If pressed (successful Persuade roll) , Prats admits: 
ÒYes. I was present. I saw what you did. And no, it  
was not ordinary. Once that becomes the story, no 
other explanation survives, and we wonÕt either.Ó 
 

KeeperÕs Note:  A successful Psychology  roll reveals 
that Prats is not denying the incident, he is             
compartmentalizing it.  

 

KeeperÕs Note: How to Use Solarium NPC 
Reactions Disclosures Table Below:  
 
Each Investigator present may engage one NPC. These  
conversations assume the Investigator is recognized  as 
a medical professional.  
 
Non-physician Investigators are treated as outsider s 
and receive only generalities unless a physician 
colleague vouches for them, or a successful social roll 
earns limited confidence.  
Even then, disclosures remain cautious and 
fragmentary. The   symbol means Dr. Llerena is dead  
and conversations are more guarded. 

For any of the 4 other Investigators who arrive lat er 
and drop into the Solarium for a brief chat, the 
Cuban physicians present are noticeably stiffer and  
more reserved than they were with the doctors in 
their group.  

They will not discuss uncanny events at all, instea d 
retreating to safe topics: the heat, the General St rike, 
rail disruptions, & supply shortages. Dr. ZorrillaÕ s 
absence unless the spend considerable time and 
energy to persuade, which may take a good 30 
minutes and a Persuade at Hard difficulty.  

KeeperÕs Note:  Llerena was disliked, distrusted, and 
professionally embarrassing; there is little sorrow  if he 
is dead. What unsettles the MDs is who will notice . His 
Porra ties mean scrutiny, retaliation, and forced 
silence may follow. The staff instinctively close r anks, 
not out of loyalty, but self-preservation.  
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The Terrace:   

 

This tiled outdoor space on the south side of the 
Manse opens onto the darkened grounds of the 
between it and La Oficina.  Beyond it, flowering 
shrubs and royal palms stir faintly in the night ai r. 
Lantern light spills outward from the house, leavin g 
much of the terrace in shadow, while guards with 
dogs are silhouetted against the last trace of suns et 
as they patrol the perimeter. The air here is coole r 
than inside, and a little damp and heavy. 

Charles ÒFlashÓ Duvall and Enfermera Mar’a del 
Sagrario feel slightly out of place here, misfits, 
loosely grouped with other Mazorra misfits, by desi gn 
chance, or the belief they are all fellow smokers.  

Terrace NPCs Present & First Impressions 

¥! Monsignor Bruno Aurelio , elderly and kind-
eyed, lingers near the balustrade. He greets the 
Investigators gently, his voice low and 
measured. ÒIt is a troubled night,Ó  he says 
simply. ÒFor both Cubans and visitors alike, 
some places remember sorrow.Ó  
He does not elaborate unless invited. 

¥! Lic. Israel Castellanos , criminologist, smokes 
a pipe with ink-stained fingers. He does not 
initiate conversation. When he finally speaks, it 
is precise and quiet. ÒTruth leaves patterns,Ó  he 
remarks once. ÒEven when someone tries to 
erase them.Ó  

¥! Chief RN Beatriz Montalvo , upright and 
watchful, holds a cigarette she rarely lights. She 
acknowledges Enfermera Mar’a del Sagrario 
with a nod of recognition and respect, offering 
her a cigarette. 
o!to her fellow RN Maria: ÒYouÕll be asked to 

look away sooner or later. Everyone is. The 
question isnÕt ifÑitÕs how much you remember 
afterward.  But if you need a friend for other 
reason, within reason, you can count on me.Ó  

o!To Flash, she says quietly, ÒIf you publish 
only one image from this place, choose 
carefully. That will be the Mazorra, long after 
weÕre gone.Ó 

o!With the other men she is courteous but 
restrained. ÒPeople think hospitals are about 
medicine,Ó she adds. ÒMostly they are about 
endurance. I hope you endure in finding your 
missing personsÓ  

o!To the women physicians, with a trace of 
wistfulness: ÒIn my day, Cuban women were 
discouraged from universitiesÑcertainly from 
professions like medicine. I envy you that 
chance.Ó 

¥! Dra. Elda Real y Oro  drifts briefly in and out 
from the Solarium on a roll of 1 on 1d6, 
stepping out for a cigarette before returning to 
Dr. Vilela. 

¥! ÒRickyÓ Morales  also drifts in and out for 
cigarettes; if Elda is present, he once takes a 
photograph using FlashÕs camera, ensuring she 
is included. 

Conversation on the Terrace 

¥! Faith arises cautiously, especially in the 
presence of Mar’a del Sagrario & the Monsignor 
will say that Cuban Santer’a is described as a 
blending of Christian and African traditions, 
not a catalogue of miracles. When darker forces 
are mentioned ÒÉ evil does not always announce 
itself loudly unless as misdirection.  

¥! Any mention of Santer’a or Vodou draws close 
attention, but no names or past incidents are 
volunteered. 

¥! Castellanos will be interested in FlashÕs camera, 
but will not offer to touch it unless invited, and 
then he handles it like a pro.   HeÕll offer to 
Flash the opportunity to develop his film gratis, 
Òas long as I get to look at some of the images 
first, no?Ó 

¥! Authority and fear are discussed obliquely. No 
one names Capt. Gand’a  or local Porra, yet the 
meaning is clear. Ò Order and cruelty are easily 
mistaken for one another.Ó  

¥! The Special Children are mentioned only in 
passing, It is agreed they should not be 
displayed to foreign visitors like zoological  
exhibits. Elda  mentions that certain  foreign 
officials have shown an unsettling interest. 

KeeperÕs Note:  I f Llerena is dead:  

¥!Beatriz  Montalvo comments on  increased numbers 
of guards beyond the terrace; if in conversation 
Llerena name is mentioned, her jaw tightens & she 
murmurs to one Investigator, ÒHospitals survive 
many things. The truth is not always one of 
them.Ó 

¥!Monsignor Aurelio  grows quieter as the evening 
wears on. If pressed about the days events, he repl ies 
ÒThere are deaths that demand prayers, & deaths 
that demand silence; tonight is the latter.Ó 

¥! If the Investigators mention the Operating Theatre or 
Llerena directly, Castellanos  removes his pipe and 
says only, ÒThe real question is no longer what 
happened, but who decides what it will mean.Ó 
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The Long Gallery 

 

Anyone may pass through this connecting corridor, 
but certain NPCs are more likely to bump into and 
have brief & easily disengaged encounters with 
Investigators:  

¥! Capt. Gand’a  may murmur one remark while 
walking past (choose one/PC): 
o! ÒWalls recall more than people think.Ó 
o! ÒNervous men make unfortunate choices.Ó (If 

Dolz is relevant.) 
o! ÒNot everything arrives with luggage.Ó 
o!   ÒOrder depends on what we agree did not 

happen.Ó 
o!   ÒYou are guestsÑfor now.Ó 

¥! Esperanza  redirects anyone lingering near the 
roped-off stairs: Ò The Director will seat us 
shortly. A tour can wait.Ó  

¥! Ricky  murmurs in passing: Ò Golden is the hue 
of silence. Even the wait staff here listen.Ó  

¥! Dr. Zorrilla: The last Investigator on their way to 
the Dining Room spots him coming in; he is pale, 
distracted; ÒYou know how it is: too many nights, 
too much coffee, and disinfectant that never 
quite leaves the skin ,Ó he says if stopped.  Before 
the Investigator responds, he moves quickly 
toward the dining room. 

KeeperÕs Note:   Observational skill checks on Dr. Z  

Medicine  or First Aid  

¥! Success: !Zorrilla appears unwell , and this is not 
simple fatigue or stress.  He is also wearing flesh  
coloured concealing make-up. He smells of strong 
soap & carbolic acid. (Note: First Aid  stops here) 

¥! Hard Success: !As above, but 
his discomfort seems systemic. 
He moves stiffly, guards his 
abdomen at times, and the skin 
beneath the makeup appears 
unnaturally uniform rather 
than inflamed. 

¥! Extreme Success:  
Zorrilla is seriously unwell. His 
breathing is shallow, he sweats 
despite the room temperature, 
and there is something subtly off  about his 

colouring and eyes. Whatever this is, it warrants 
proper medical attention (but is clearly avoiding i t). 

¥! Fumble: The Investigator dismisses the signs as 
overwork. Zorrilla notices the attention and 
becomes more guarded; future observational 
Medicine rolls suffer a Penalty Die . 
 

Spot Hidden / Disguise  

¥! Success: !Carefully applied makeup is visible on the 
face, neck, and hands. 

¥! Hard Success: ! The makeup has been reapplied 
repeatedly, suggesting concealment of an ongoing 
change rather than a single flaw. 

¥! Extreme Success: !Beneath the makeup are subtle 
abnormal skin changesÑa faint translucence or 
unnatural quality most evident at the neck, ears, 
and hairline. 

¥! Fumble: "The Investigator notices nothing, and their 
stare alerts Zorrilla, who becomes more secretive; 
future observations with a Penalty die. 

8:00 CALL TO DINNER 

Precisely at 8:00 a tiny silver bell is rung by 
Esperanza Hidalgo-Gato, who glides from room to 
room announcing in her silvery voice, ÒLa cena est‡ 
servidaÉÓ  and then, in English, ÒDinner is being 
served, please make your way to the dining room.Ó 
 
Guests are shown into a high-ceilinged formal dinin g 
room, its long table laid with crystal, heavy 
silverware, and gold-rimmed plates discreetly 
stamped Mazorra . Each place bears a tent-card with 
the guestÕs name, and a printed menu resting on the  
plate in both Spanish and English. 
 

Dining Room Seating Plan 
 

Director Dr. Miguel Machado ( host) 

Capt. Alberto Gandia Lt. Col. F. Vives 

Dr. Margaret Ellery Dr. Arturo Viella 

Dr. Ram—n Zorrilla Sr. Alejandro Vargas 

Dra. Isabela Coutinho (empty, later Dr. L)  

Dr. Santiago Prats Dtr Gilda Ramagusa 

Beatriz Montalva Mons. Bruno Aurelio 

Insp. Lionel Hargreaves 
Deputy Chief RN 

Yaniz 

Lic. Isreal Castellanos RN Mar’a del Sagrario 

Dtr. Elda Real y Oro empty  

ÔFlashÕ Duvall ÒRickyÓ Morales 

Esperanza Hidalgo-Gato ( hostess)  

Staff move smoothly among the guests, guiding the 
last arrivals to their seats, pushing chairs in, 
unfolding napkins, and placing them neatly on laps.  
Conversation remains low and polite, perhaps with 
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quiet introductions of persons are seated next to 
strangers. 

At this point their host, Dr. Miguel Rodr’guez 
Machado enters the room. He does not hurry, leans 
down and speaks a few words to Esperanza and then 
makes his way to the head of the table facing 
Esperanza at the other end where she is seated. He 
pauses standing just long enough to take in the 
table, the guests, the service already in motion. 

ÒGood, good.Ó Machado says mildly, as if to no one in 
particular. ÒEveryone is comfortable, I hope. Pleas e, 
this evening is meant to beÉ restorative. We have a ll 
had demanding days. Tonight, at least, the Mazorra 
offers us all its better face.Ó 

 

He takes his seat, and the wait staff begin serving  the 
Entrada:  Tostones con salsa de mojito , fried green 
plantains with garlic and lime mojo; Pulpo a la 
vinagreta , octopus dressed in oil and vinegar; and 
chicharrones salados , salted pork cracklings 
arranged with careful restraint. 

At a discreet signal from the Director, waiters beg in 
pouring a white wine clockwise, leaving the host un til 
last. No one touches bread or lifts a fork. The tab le 
waits until Director Machado rises from his chair, 
glass lifted just enough to command attention 
without inviting applause. His tone is warm and 
mellow, even in English.  

ÒFriends, colleagues, this table brings together ma ny 
disciplines, many paths of service. The  

Mazorra has endured much in its long life, yet it 
remains what it has always been: a place of care, 
continuity, and patience. Tonight, we eat well. We 
speak freely among friends. And we remember that 
institutions, like people, survive not by haste, bu t by 
balance. 

To health. To discretion. And to the quiet work tha t 
must go on, even when the world outside 
growsÉimpatient.  Salud.! And as we say in Spanish,  
Buen apetito.Ó 

He sits down again and the meal properly begins.  

KeeperÕs Note:  If Llerena   the dinner becomes a 
political containment exercise,  a loyalty and a quiet 
warning to everyone present. Rather than cancelling  
the meal, Machado is hosting to define the narrativ e 
before someone else does. It means chilled formalit y to 
establish authority and silence.  His toast reflect s this:  

ÒFriends and colleagues,  

This institution has always dealt in difficult 
truths. Illness. Failure. The limits of human 
effort. Today has reminded us that not every 
disturbance announces itself clearly, and not 
every event invites interpretation. What matters 
is not speculation, but discipline. Not rumour, but  
responsibility. The Mazorra endures because it 
knows the difference. To order. To restraint. And 
to those who understand when silence is not fear, 
but duty.  Salud. Buen apetito.Ó 

The dinner service staff proceeds with practiced 
invisibility. Bread is set within easy reach, broke n 
rather than cut, resting directly on the table or a t the 
rim of the plate; butter is notably absent. During the 
Entrada, Director Machado makes a few genial 
remarks to those nearest him: that the wine comes 
from grapes grown on MazorraÕs own grounds, that 
the cigars are rolled on site by selected patients,  that 
much of the produce is cultivated and prepared 
within the institution itself.  

The conversation remains carefully social rather 
than political: travel, Havana gossip, polite 
observations about the hospital and its 
surroundings. Exactly the dinner talk expected, and  
nothing more. As plates are cleared, the second 
course is brought out: Sopa; Caldo Gallego , a 
traditional soup of white beans, potatoes, and cure d 
ham. 

KeeperÕs Note:  Investigators may ask a few questions 
over dinner before other events unfold.  

 
If they notice Dr. Zorrilla  is looking unwell and is 
urged to attend the infirmary or examined more 
closely, Zorrilla smiles thinly and replies along t he 
lines of: ÒItÕs nothing exotic, tertian malarial 
fever. An old if unpleasant companion. IÕll take 
quinine in my quarters later. I assure you, I am 
under observationÉ my own.Ó  He deflects gently 
but firmly, changes the subject, and does not submi t 
to examination unless forcibly pressed.  A (Hard) 
Medicine  or Psychology  roll success will indicate he 
is lying.  

If Investigators ask about the two empty seats  at 
the table, Dr. Gilda Ramagusa  answers the first 
question ÒThat was where Dr. Llerena was meant to 
be seated before, you know better than I.Ó If asked  
about the other missing guest, Esperanza Hidalgo-
Gato  begins, ÒA late regretÑÓ but before she can 
finish, the interruption below cuts her off. 
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9:00 The Dinner Interruption. 

The murmur of conversation falters as a figure in a  
wheelchair appears at the entrance to the dining 
room. Dr. Llerena  is wheeled in by an attendant, his 
head bandaged, one arm in a sling, his face pale an d 
bruised. He wears a dark suit over a rumpled white 
shirt, smoked glasses concealing bruised eyes a thi ck 
bandage wraps his head, partially hidden by a stiff  
neck brace.  He moves with visible discomfort as he  
is settled into the empty place beside Se–or Vargas  
and Dra. Ramagusa. 

Director Machado rises at once, His expression 
flickers surprise first, then calculation. He moves  
over, placing a hand on the back of LlerenaÕs chair  
and raising his glass. He welcomes him with 
exaggerated warmth, inviting the table to 
acknowledge ÒÉthe courage and resilience of our 
colleague, Dr. Francisco Llerena, who has returned 
to us despite his ordeal.Ó Polite applause follows;  
several guests glance uneasily at one another. 

Dinner resumes as the soup is cleared and the main 
course arrives: Ropa Vieja Carne de res deshebrada 
en salsa criolla acompa–ada de Arroz blanco, 
Pl‡tanos maduros fritos, & Yuca con mojo ( Shredded 
beef stewed in a traditional Creole sauce  served with 
white rice, fried ripe plantains, & Cassava with garlic  
citrus sauce).  

Despite the excellent food, it noticed that Dr. Lle rena 
mostly pushes it around his plate and drinks far to o 
much. When Dra. Ramagusa gently suggests he slow 
his wine, he shakes his head. ÒI need this,Ó he say s 
quietly. ÒTo calm my nerves. To help me forget.Ó 

If questioned by the Investigators or other guests,  his 
replies are brief and evasive. He never quite looks  at 
the speaker, his attention fixed on the glass in hi s 
hand. Typical responses are along the lines of, ÒYe sÉ 
quite,Ó ÒIf you say so,Ó or ÒIÕm fine, really. IÕve had 
worse days.Ó He then takes another drink and 
gestures faintly for more wine. 

Then  Dr. Zorrilla  rises abruptly, murmuring an 
apology for being indisposed. As he turns to leave,  
Llerena watches him & chuckles softly. ÒYour 
understudy already left, I see,Ó he says a little t oo 
loudly. ÒBrave to perform without him. And careful,  
Ram—n- greasepaint, powder, it betrays you under 
these lights.Ó Zorrilla does not reply & leaves the  
room. 

As if triggered by the departure, Llerena begins to  
speak, about the operating theatre incident without  
naming it. He looks to the Investigators and talks of 
interference, of prepared tricks meant to deceive a n 
audience of one. His voice loosens, the metaphors 
turning theatrical. ÒA spectacle,Ó he says out loud . 
ÒOut of ParisÕ Grand Guignol.   Stage misdirection, 

PepperÕs Ghost, humo y espejos .Ó His accent 
thickens, blurred by more than alcohol. ÒWhat 
happened to me was not an accident. If this ends 
badly, it will not be because no one knew, but 
because too many chose not to listen.Ó  

Cutlery stills. Several guests glance toward Direct or 
Machado, who raises his glass slightly, not to 
interrupt, but to reclaim the room.  

~9:40 Dr. LlerenaÕs Removal   

Before the tension can harden, Esperanza  steps in.  
She crouches down places herself close enough that 
only Llerena and those nearest hear her first words . 

ÒDoctor Llerena, please forgive the interruption. 
There is an urgent call for you from Porra 
Headquarters at Antares Fortress . They insist it 
cannot wait, and they would prefer to speak with yo u 
privately.Ó 

 

As Llerena hesitates, she adds, ÒThey are asking fo r 
your account directly on what happened today.Ó 

Llerena beams. ÒIn that caseÉÓ 

Esperanza stands up and briefly catches the 
attention of Dr. Prats and Deputy Chief Y‡niz steps  
forward at once as Llerena struggles to stand. ÒCom e, 
Francisco,Ó he says evenly, guiding him back into t he 
wheelchair. 

The two, with Y‡niz pushing the wheelchair, follow 
Esperanza toward the doors to the exit. Dr. Prats 
rises and trails behind, and the sliding doors clos e. 

Conversation slowly resumes. Glasses are lifted 
again. Machado smiles, broader now, and murmurs 
something about ÒÉthe hazards of overwork.Ó  The 
dinner continues, but something essential has 
shifted.  
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KeeperÕs Note:  (Off-Scene Events): Once removed 
from the dining room, Dr. Prats with Rafael Y‡nizÕs  
help sedate Dr. Llerena despite his protests and 
withing a minute is drowsy, then snoring. Esperanza  
immediately contacts the main switchboard to arrang e 
an urgent ambulance.  
 
Before she can end the call, the switchboard operat or 
apologetically interrupts: a coded telegram has jus t 
arrived, marked URGENTE  and stamped SOLO PARA 
LOS OJOS Y OêDOS DEL DIRECTOR.  She asks how it 
should be handled. Irritated but alert, Esperanza a sks 
for the sender and is told the message bears the 
designation TU SEGUNDO PRIMO a code she instantly 
recognizes as indicating the personal authority of 
President Geraldo Machado  himself. Aware that 
such messages demand immediate, personal handling 
especially amid the current unrest in Havana 
Esperanza takes a guard for protection and proceeds  
at once to La Oficina  to retrieve it. She leaves without 
delay. 

10:05: A Move to the Reception Room 

Aware that Dr. LlerenaÕs abrupt removal, and the 
quiet disappearance of three others, has unsettled 
his guests, Director Machado  waits. Five minutes 
pass on his elegant wrist-watch. Then ten. His 
expression remains genial, but the stillness around  
the table hardens. He becomes aware of the attentio n 
settling on him, the pause stretching, expectant. 

At last, the sliding doors to the Long Gallery  open and 
a guard stationed there appears, visibly apologetic . 
At MachadoÕs nod, the man steps forward and 
murmurs in rapid Spanish that the ambulance has 
departed with the patient and medical staff, and th at 
Se–orita Esperanza  was escorted to La Oficina  by 
one of the guards. 

Machado gives no immediate response as the guard 
withdraws. Then, with deliberate calm, he rises and  
announces, to the surprise of several guests, that the 
company will adjourn to the Reception Room. 
ÒLet us not linger here,Ó he says pleasantly. ÒDess ert 
has been prepared. Flan con azœcar caramelizada . 
Dulce de guayaba con queso blanco , served properly. 
CafŽ cubano , strong, as it should be. And for the 
gentlemen, a selection of Habanos .Ó He smiles, as if 
granting a favour already earned. ÒMusic, a small 
unveiling, nothing to burden the evening. A brief 
indulgence, and then we shall continue.Ó 

The tone is warm, almost generous, yet carries an 
unmistakable edge: the evening continues because 
he has decided that it will. But all does not go as  
planned. Upon reaching the Reception Room, the 
heavy wooden sliding doors are found closed and 
locked from the inside. The guard assigned to watch  
the painting does not respond to calls or pounding 
on the panels, and no key is immediately available.  

MachadoÕs irritation now shows. He knows 
Esperanza could open the doors with her keys, but 
she is not present. He glances at Captain Gand’a  
and raises an eyebrow. Gand’a responds at once, 
ordering a guard to go around to the terrace and 
force entry by breaking a pane of the French doors 
and reaching inside to unlatch them. 

KeeperÕs Note:  One of the Investigators may instead 
attempt to pick the lock, which is faster and less 
destructive than Gand’aÕs approach. 

Once entry is gained and the heavy doors are slid 
fully open, a sharp, sickening chemical-sweet odour  
spills out into the hall. Several guests recoil; 
conversation dies. Inside, the uniformed Mazorra 
guard lies motionless on the floor. In his fall, he  has 
seized and torn down the cloth concealing the 
painting, leaving it fully exposed. The terror froz en 
on his face prompts at least one bystander to make 
the sign of the cross. 

The enormous canvas reveals a man with round 
spectacles in a shredded laboratory coat, running i n 
blind panic. There is something profoundly wrong 
with his skin: it appears to be coming apart optica lly 
from the outside inward, translucent in places, 
exposing muscle and bone not as wounds but as if 
he were becoming a living anatomical model. Details  
snap into focus. A waning gibbous moon hangs 
overhead. The M2 Main Female Hospital & 
Assessment Clinic looms behind him. Armed guards, 
motorcycles, and an armoured limousine choke the 
roadway as the man runs through a mass of female 
Mazorra patientsÑsome recoiling, some reaching 
toward him. 
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out of breath, returning from La Oficina  with a guard 
and the telegram. She takes in the doorway sceneÑ
her employer framed by onlookers, the exposed 
painting, the collapsed guardÑand for a rare 
moment appears unsettled. This was not standard 
Mazorra procedure. 

ÒEvelio Gil ,Ó she whispers. ÒSo thatÕs whyÑÓ She 
stops herself, regains composure, and hands the 
telegram to Machado. 

Machado reads the coded message in silence, his 
frown deepening. He closes his eyes briefly, then 
opens them. With a sideways glance at Esperanza, 
he beckons Captain Gand’a  closer, gestures subtly 
with the telegram, and speaks urgently in a low voi ce 
while crumpling it and letting it fall from his han d. 

 

KeeperÕs Note:  Listen  or Read Lips  to understand their 
conversation. ÒThere is a credible bomb threat in o ne of 
the womenÕs pavilionsÑthe Violent / Refractory ward s. 
Gather as many guards as you can spare. Do not caus e 
panic. Evacuate the patients across the street and 
secure the area. If anyone asks, there is an urgent  
problem with the drains with gas accumulating. A 
disposal unit is coming from the capital, but no ea rlier 
than midnight.Ó 

Captain Gand’a nods, and turning barks orders at 
once, clearing the hallway and sending nonessential  
staff back toward the dining room while he calls on e 
guard to call others together urgently for a securi ty 
operation. Another guard is dispatched to call for an 
ambulance. He does not enter the room himself. 

KeeperÕs Note:  The guard has been overcome by toxic 
paint fumes and hallucinations after prolonged expo sure 
in a sealed room to Isabella VaronaÕs painting. He is alive 
but gravely affected. An Investigator may think to open 
the terrace doors to ventilate the space or drag th e guard 
into fresh airÑboth faster and safer than waiting. If no 
one acts, Lt. Col. Vives  steps closer and murmurs, 
ÒVentilate the room. Open the terrace doors. Get hi m into 
fresh air.Ó He glances once at the painting, then a way. 
ÒThis is a medical incident. LetÕs keep it that way .Ó 

Dra. Ramagosa  (still in her evening dress) and Dr. 
Vilela  (one arm in a sling, the other gripping a 
revolver) are the only physicians present. Both 
hesitate. Chief RN Beatriz Montalvo  moves to enter, 
but Lic. Castellanos  stops her gently. Ò Espera. Algo 
anda mal con el aire. Ó 

KeeperÕs Note:  Opening the terrace doors or moving the 
guard outside improves and stabilizes his immediate  
condition and reduces further exposure. It does not  
reveal the cause. Both First Aid  or Medicine (Normal)  
roll establishes that the guard is alive, with a pu lse, but 
barely breathing. There is no obvious cause, First Aid  will 
stabilize but not revive the man; a Medicine Hard+ 
success on the Medicine roll reveals that the man is 
suffering from some form of toxidrome (from the 
paintingÕs fumes) and he clearly needs urgent care in a 
medical facility for GI or other decontamination.  

Now that the party seemed to be over, everyone 
seemed trying to leave at once. Director Machado 
raises his voice. ÒMy apologies to my distinguished  
guests, but this emergency must take precedence 
over our eveningÕs post meal festivities. Our guard  
has suffered a medical incident and will be attende d 
to. I must ask that you depart as soon as possible. Ó 
Turning to Esperanza, he adds, ÒPlease see that our  
visitors are provided their belongings and escorted  
with courtesy to their rooms in La Oficina  for their 
safetyÓ. He heads upstairs.  

10:15Ð10:25 Ñ Investigator Options 

The Investigators have approximately ten minutes  
(in REAL TIME) before the Mazorra transport 
ambulance arrives to remove the stricken guard to 
the M1 infirmary  before they themselves are shown 
the exit and escorted off During this narrow time 
interval they may: 

¥! Talk to and question other NPCs about 
anything they want. FREX  
o! Ask who is Evelio Gil? Why does his name 

matter? Why would it be spoken aloud in 
this room? 

o! Study the painting:  Photograph it; note its 
unsettling freshness (tacky paint) and 
notice chemical-sweet fumes. Samples 
could  be taken for later analysis. 

o! Ask about the signature I Varona , painted 
in the lower left corner. Who is this? Why 
are her paintingsÉnotorious? 

¥! Recover the dropped telegram  & attempt to 
puzzle out its message before noticed missing 

¥! Anything else they want to try  

Once the unconscious guard is removed and order is 
reasserted, the Investigators, Ricky, and the MDs 
quartered there are escorted only as far as the doo rs 
of La Oficina . At that point, the escort ends abruptly: 
guards have been redeployed elsewhere, and no one 
is formally assigned to watch them. 
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From here, the Investigators may retire for 
the night or act while unguarded:  

¥! Talk to Ricky  inside La Officina  
¥! Talk to Castellanos  in his lab/develop film.  
¥! Head to Main Switchboard (telegram copy?)  
¥! Talk to other MDs before they lock themselves in 

their quarters for the night 
¥! Find Dr. Zorrilla  (in his quarters with a frantic 

RN Heres  present) 
¥! Locate Brujo (if alive in TB ward) 
¥! Connect with other NPCs not present.  
¥! Visit Isabella Dom’nguez Varona   
¥! Track down Evelio Gil  (in ZorrillaÕs lab) 
¥! PlayerÕs Choice.  

To be continued 

 
Keepers Option:   

Who Still Holds Power at the Mazorra? 
 

NPC CPS % Defining Trait 

Dir. 
Machado 

A-85 ! 
C-65 ! 
R-40 ! 

Flees early  
leaves others exposed. 

Capt. 
Gand’a 

A-75 ! 
V-70 ! 
R-50 ! 

Escalates violent force to 
regain control. 

Lt. Col. 
Vives 

A-70 ! 
C-75 ! 
R-65 ! 

Special children = assets, 
diplomatic immunity amid 

chaos 

Esperanza 
C-85 ! 
A-60 ! 
R-70 ! 

Controls access, files, forge 
signatures/orders. 

Condensed Mazorra Power Stat (CPS) Key: 
A = Authority ! C = Cunning ! V = Violence ! R = Resolve 

 
 

KeeperÕs Option: NPC Condensed Power Stats   

Not every important figure at the Mazorra is meant 
to be confronted, fought, or ÒdefeatedÓ in the usua l 
Pulp Cthulhu / Call of Cthulhu 7e sense. Several 
key individuals exert danger through authority, 
access, rumour, & institutional power rather than 
physical force. Their influence shapes events long 
before violence occurs. 

To reflect how these figures actually function in 
play, certain NPCs use a Condensed Power Stat 
(CPS) format instead of a full CoC stat block. Thes e 
values are narrative levers, not skill lists: they 
indicate how an NPC applies pressure, where they 
dominate, and where their control is most likely to  
fail under stress. 

CPS values (1Ð100%) are weighed against 
Investigator skills, Luck spends, and narrative 
leverage (Persuade, Psychology, Credit Rating, 
Stealth, etc.) to determine which pressure 
prevails. If violence does occur, it is usually 
uneven or catastrophic and should be resolved 
narratively or by converting the NPC to standard 
Pulp-CoC rules only if absolutely necessary.  

 
 

 
COMMENTS : E&A #7  

 
 

EVERYONE:  Thank you all for your kind words 
about both our daughter Laurens law school 
acceptances, and about our poor Sadie who 
passed Ôover the rainbow bridgeÕ the week before 
Christmas.  Below, touching mementos gifted by 
some of my work colleagues.  

 

 
 
ELF: RAE; Snerk at term  Javacrucian priestess . 
Re Glitch MMO : You wrote a very poignant memory of 
your time playing this now-defunct game in your 
hyperlink. Your description of GlitchÕs streets, 
carried over into a GM-less Wanderhome  game, reads 
like a genuine love letter to that unique and gentl e 
setting. Have you checked out the Patreon-supported  
Old Giants  MMO fan-made remake? RYCTM on solo 
fantasy games in the Fighting Fantasy mould : you & 
fellow E&A-er Pedro Panhoca da Silva (& Camila 
Louren•o Panhoca) really ought to get together and 
talk about this. Pedro has been very passionate 
about Portuguese-language choice-based interactive 
fiction, and I believe he even earned his MasterÕs 
degree on the subject. Re replay-ability, I wonder if 
making the map of Firetop Mountain  was  the game. 
 
MYLES CORCORAN:  I was glad to hear from your 
DM that your New YearÕs Eve fireworks celebration 
went well. Thank you as well for the recommendation  
of Blindsight Ña compelling modern take on hostile 
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alien intelligences that exploit human perceptual 
blind spots rather than brute force. RAE the level of 
historical detail in your Kriegsmesser  write-ups: is 
this drawn from the game itself, or from your own 
knowledge of the period around the Thirty YearsÕ 
War? I laughed at the sign reading ÒNo hawkers, 
panhandlers, grave-robbers, starving artists, or 
would-be duellists.Ó Add cross-dressers and none of  
your PCs would be welcome at the Ferbers! RARE 
your solo Traveller -adjacent play: your point about 
honesty in solo games stayed with meÑhow, played 
this way, the dice can genuinely surprise the autho r, 
a rare and valuable experience. That said, I now wa nt 
to know more about Ding, Dong, and the othersÉ 
 
MATT STEVENS:  RYQTM for something related to 
your original question of fascist pulp heroes, you 
might look at Norman SpinradÕs The Iron Dream  
(1972). Using a Òstory within a storyÓ framing devi ce, 
Spinrad imagines a world where Adolf Hitler, instea d 
of entering German politics, emigrates to America 
and becomes a pulp illustrator & author, eventually  
even winning a Hugo Award. The novelÕs inner text, 
Lord of the Swastika , is presented as HitlerÕs own 
lurid science fantasy, supposedly published shortly  
before his death in 1953. Spinrad includes in this 
satire a fictional scholarly afterword by a literar y 
critic who dissects the bookÕs fascist elements, 
symbols, & uniforms.  
 
ROGER BELL_WEST:  RYCTM on Mazorra Horror  
feeling Òon railsÓÑthatÕs fair, and partly intentio nal 
at this stage. The opening sections are laying 
groundwork: establishing the Mazorra as a 1930s 
psychiatric institution in a foreign setting, and 
anchoring events to the real historical timeline 
around MachadoÕs fall. On the page, that inevitably  
reads as more linear. The intent isnÕt to fix outco mes, 
but to provide a pulp plot scaffold for the Keeper to 
hold in mind if the PCs go off on a frolic. IÕve 
deliberately left PC agendas and secrets 
underdeveloped, expecting them to emerge through 
Pulp Archetypes and Talents (which your comment 
prompted me to expand but is bumped to next-ish). 
 
A cautious investigative Call of Cthulhu  group will 
experience Mazorra very differently from a Pulp 
Cthulhu  crew emulating some or all of such classic 
pulp heroes as Doc Savage , The Shadow , or The 
Spider , where audacity and pre-emptive action tend 
to dissolve any apparent rails very quickly. And as  
Keepers have always done, unused excess material 
can simply be cut. To paraphrase Lisa Padol Õs 
comment to me lastish, itÕs easier to cut historica l 
detail & a line of patter than to make it up. I hop e 
later instalments make clearer how sharply player 
choices can diverge from the presented structure. 
 
LISA PADOL: RAE. RYCTM on Habana Horror:  IÕm 
delighted you found the mealtime conversation chart  
and guided tour useful, exactly as you say, itÕs fa r 
easier and more fun to adapt concrete patter than t o 
invent it on the fly. <> RYCTM on APP vs POW: IÕve 
tended to use APP as a shorthand for first-

impression charisma, surface charm, confidence, 
and social leverage, while POW reads to me as inner  
force, will, or spiritual presence. That said, your  
point about mapping Charisma or Presence to POW 
is a good one, and for some groups shifting that 
emphasis works if it better suits their tone. 
 
JIM VASSILAKOS : RYCTM on Refusing to See 
ÒRealityÓ in CoC: Thank you for the thoughtful critique, 
and for the kind words about the scene itself. What  
Dr. Llerena says aloud is not what he believes. He 
knows that something profoundly wrong and 
otherworldly happened in that operating theatre. 
What he also knows is the cost of acknowledging it. In 
1930s Cuba, truth does not determine speech; 
survival does. As a politically appointed physician  in 
a corrupt, authoritarian institutionÑalready regard ed 
as compromisedÑadmitting to witnessing the 
impossible would not prompt investigation but invit e 
ruin, confinement, or worse. His anger and 
belligerence are therefore not madness, but a 
conscious defensive performance aligned with 
institutional power. Seen this way, his denial refl ects 
one of Call of CthulhuÕs central paradoxes: those w ho 
tell the truth are judged insane, while those who d eny 
what they have seen are judged stable. That inversi on 
may feel uncomfortable or even perverse, but it is not 
accidental. Lovecraftian horror isnÕt only about se eing 
too much; itÕs also about what society forces you t o 
pretend you didnÕt see. 
 
PATRICK ZOCH:  RAE your story of your son 
channelling Leeroy Jenkins ; wonderful. The Bolt 
Action  figures you painted up and photographed so 
nicely look amazing too. I havenÕt picked up a brus h 
in six months, but IÕve been experimenting with 
acrylic paint markers, which work surprisingly well  
to paint quickly large minis like horses. 
 
JOHN REDDEN:   Re Stranger Things;  we accidentally 
timed the final episode of season 5 so it ended at 
exactly midnight on NYE. !  Nice sunset BTW. 
 
JOSHUA KRONENGOLD : RYCTM Re fiddle vs violin:  
agreed. Same instrument, different traditions. I 
hadnÕt realized thereÕs a similar harpist/harper 
distinction (classical/traditional). 
 
GABRIEL ROARK:  RAE.  Would not Air-sharks have 
bladder-like organs filled with hydrogen?  
 
ATTRONARCH: What,  ~20 dead farmers in session 
91, a sanity threatening a spider-house, crypt 
undead everywhere, and no PC deaths in 3 sessions, 
unlike the 97 deaths over in your link over 93 
sessions where there are only 2 4 th  level PCs? !  
 
 

Everyone Else: RAEBNC 
 

 
Jan 21st 2026. BCM 
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FIFTY GLORIOUS YEARS!  
 
You may have heard me mention this before but 
�R�Q�����-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���V�W���������������D�W���'�D�Y�H���/�Q�D�J�I�R�U�G�¶�V���S�O�D�F�H��
in Reading, probably still slightly hungover from 
�W�K�H���1�H�Z���<�H�D�U�¶�V���(�Y�H���S�D�U�W�\���W�K�H���Q�L�J�K�W���E�H�I�R�U�H�����,���Z�D�V��
introduced to this strange new hobby. I was 
advised to play a fighter for my first character.  
 
I have only a few memories of that first, baffling 
excursion into the underworld. The strongest of 
those memories was the Ghost Ice Breaker. 
There was a great ring corridor of ice on the first 
level. (Why? We did not worry about why in 
those days!) And sailing around it, a ghostly 
icebreaker, cracking the ice and trapping those 
�X�Q�K�D�S�S�\���V�R�X�O�V���Z�K�R���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���G�X�F�N���L�Q�W�R���D���V�L�G�H��
corridor in frozen doom forever!  
 
���7�K�L�V���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���V�H�H�P���W�R���K�D�S�S�H�Q in practice but it did 
lead to my first encounter with a Gelatinous 
Cube.) 
 
So I wanted to do a celebratory one-off scenario 
and I wanted to have an ice-breaker in it.  
 

�,���G�L�G���Z�K�D�W���Z�H���F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���G�R���L�Q���W�K�R�V�H���I�D�U-off 
�D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���G�D�\�V���D�Q�G���,���H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���µ�L�F�H�E�U�H�D�N�H�U�¶��
in a Google search. What it came back with was 
the fact that the Soviet Union had (and Russia 
�V�W�L�O�O���K�D�V���L�I���W�K�H�\�¶�U�H���Q�R�W���H�[�D�J�J�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W��
stability as a government) nuclear powered 
icebreakers. The first of which was called the 
LENIN. I got in touch with Roger (hi Roger and 
�W�K�D�Q�N�V�������Z�K�R���W�R�O�G���P�H���K�H���F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���I�L�Q�G���P�H���D���P�D�S��
of the ship but could find me a picture taken 
from a scale model kit for the ship. Big chunky 
looking thing from the 1950s. Helicopter on the 
rear deck. Currently a museum ship in 
Murmansk after a history of being too advanced 
for the time and inclined to catastrophic failure 
in the power plant area.  
 
What a magnificent thing to appear mysteriously 
in the frozen ice off Canada during the current 
tense world situation! Especially if it seemed to 
be the Icebreaker LEON TROTSKY instead of 
the LENIN. Visitors from a parallel world, 
Check! 
 
Who would be investigating this and what would 
they do with what they found? Well, I have a 
long running NPC in one of my game worlds, 
the god of Aegis the City called Uncle. He 
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�U�H�F�U�X�L�W�V���µ�K�H�U�R�H�V�¶���W�R���J�R���R�X�W���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���P�X�O�W�L�Y�H�U�V�H��
and rescue people who are about to die and bring 
them to the City to fill it and expand it. He 
normally looks like Doc Cross (hi Doc!) an 
elderly American man in a bandana. During this 
adventure he also appeared as an elephant in 
purple pyjamas1 and both the Leo G Carroll and 
Hugh Grant versions of Alexander Waverly. 
�8�Q�F�O�H���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q���W�K�L�V���D�V���E�H�L�Q�J���G�X�H���W�R���µ�L�Q�V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���L�Q��
�W�K�H���Q�H�X�W�U�R�Q���I�O�R�Z�¶�� 
 

 
 
In the initial outline for the game all the 
�F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���U�H�F�U�X�L�W�H�G���I�R�U���8�Q�F�O�H�¶�V��
mission from various hideous deaths in various 
�S�O�D�F�H�V�����7�K�H�\���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���'�D�Q���'�D�U�H�¶�V���I�D�W�K�H�U���Z�K�R��
had just sacrificed his life getting children 
evacuated from a failing space station. But 
eventually I decided this was overly complex 
and had just one ringer on the job, 
�)�U�D�Q�N�H�Q�V�W�H�L�Q�¶�V���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�����X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���Q�D�P�H��
Deucalion Brown) who had been recruited from 
the Arctic Ice after ensuring his creator was dead 
and finding it difficult to die himself.  
 
(Herr Braun has featured in my other games, 
�E�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�U�W���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���D�W���W�K�H���:�D�W�F�K�H�U�¶�V���$�F�D�G�H�P�\��
for Girls near Walmington On Sea.)  
 
He was told he was going to go undercover with 
an identity and a less repulsive than normal 

 
1 See illustration. From the book UNCLE by J P 
Martin. 

appearance provided by Uncle0. He was to 
rescue the people on board a ship that was 
falling between worlds and who would certainly 
�G�L�H���L�I���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���J�H�W���W�K�H�P���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H��
place they were currently headed to.  
 
The mission he was smuggled into was UNIT 
investigating the appearance of the LEON 
TROTSKY in Canadian waters. The team 
included the canon Whovian characters Dr 
Martha Jones (still on the rebound after her 
painful divorce from Micky Smith) and 
Professor Malcolm Taylor (played by Lee Evans 
in PLANET OF THE DEAD). And there were 
two soldiers from the Canadian Defence Forces 
too.  
 
When they got on board the ship they found all 
sorts of strange stuff going on due to the 
Trotskyite Soviet Union trying to replace nuclear 
�S�R�Z�H�U���Z�L�W�K���D���G�H�Y�L�F�H���W�R���W�D�S���S�R�Z�H�U���µ�I�U�R�P���E�H�\�R�Q�G��
�W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�¶���Z�K�L�F�K���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���V�K�L�S���V�O�L�S���I�L�U�V�W���W�R��
�8�1�,�7�¶�V���(�D�U�W�K�����W�K�H�Q���W�R���W�K�H frozen central circle of 
�'�D�Q�W�H�¶�V���+�H�O�O���D�Q�G���I�L�Q�D�O�O�\���W�R���W�K�H���$�Q�W�D�U�F�W�L�F���&�L�U�F�O�H��
of GURPS TECHNOMANCER where they got 
�W�R���V�D�Y�H���W�K�H���G�H�I�H�Q�G�H�U�V���R�I���5�X�V�V�L�D�¶�V���O�D�V�W���E�D�V�H���W�K�H�U�H��
from being overwhelmed by the Giant Killer 
Penguins with the rayguns and the Hive Mind. 2 
 
And after that Uncle took them to Aegis and 
made his usual vague reassurances about finding 
people a path home eventually.  
 
A glorious mishmash of fan service to several 
realities and plagiarism unbound! 
 
I ran it three times with both my tegular groups 
and at STABCON and it got a bit better each 
time. Drak had fun as Herr Braun swinging giant 
penguins at each other. Pum and Simon Burley 
both had fun as Professor Taylor. I think Roger 
�G�L�G�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���D�V���P�X�F�K���I�Xn as Herr Braun because 
he was the one person at the table who could 
have geeked out on the topic of nuclear 
Icebreakers and his character only had 
knowledge of History and Classical literature.  
 

2 Tekeli-li! Tekeli-li! 



I never wrote it all down and ran it out of the 
stuff in my head and a few references notes. Let 
this be its final appearance in any medium and 
let less happy gamers envy the lucky few who 
saw it.  
 
�7�+�(���:�$�<���2�)���7�+�(���:�2�5�/�'��  
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CUNNING PLANS AND OVER-
REACHING AMBITIONS 
 
The Wednesday night group are well started in 
their game at the magical Institute of Aegis. 
They are discovering many things about the City 
and (I hope) a certain amount about themselves. 
I think I�¶m going to start writing those sessions 
up after I finish the Glamour campaign.  
 
Montay nights are involving the LICTORS in 
cases of legitimacy of noble titles entangled with 
Dragons. There are Sinister Forces in the 
background one of which poisoned a monk at 
the Magistrate�¶s table. There are pirates in Min 
and more dragons entangled in that.  
 
They also discovered that all dragons are grey 
when immature and only gain a colour at 
maturity. �³You don�¶t choose your colour: your 
colour chooses you.�  ́ 
 
When that�¶s not happening Chris, Jenny and 
Hartley are playing a group of Japanese pilgrims 
heading towards the Imperial Court in the reign 
of the Emperor Kameyama. Early days yet but 
things are already Weird.  
 
GLAMOUR DAYS AND NIGHTS  
 
Player Characters:  
 

 
3 �d�,�����W�>���/�E���W���K�W�>�����K�&�����˜���W�����Æ�����‰�š���Z�����Á���•�v�[�š���š�Z���Œ����
this week. ME: Oh, yeah.  

Alan as ESHAN, a Seven Mothers worshipping 
Nobleman with a lot of social skills  
 
Graham as VOSTOR a worshipper of the Lunar 
war god Yanafal Tarnils with a dark secret. 
 
Drak as JARATHIR another YT initiate with a 
Big Sword. 
 
Martin as SANDENE, a (fenale) scout/sniper 
because some people have to be different. But 
�V�W�L�O�O���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S�V���<�7�������%�X�W���Q�R�W���D�V���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���D�V�« 
 
Pum as KEANUS another heavy infantryman 
who worships Humakt just to prove the 
tolerance of the Red Goddess. 3 
 
Non Player Characters In this Episode 
 
VISHI: A High Llama riding pygmy by origin 
and a slave in Vostor's family since he was 
five. Sent to keep an eye on the Young Master 
and not let him put his foot in the politics. Too 
late for that, as it turns out.  
 
THE JANITRIX A retired military hero, now 
the manager of the Insula the squad is living 
with.  
 
A gaggle of youths including a woggle-
wearing twerp and GREGORY a furry hatted 
barbarian youth. 
 
PHARNASTES:THE CHIEF OVERSEER: A 
very important (and much overburdened) 
investigator.  
 
Suspicious Internal Affairs officers, various 
bureaucrats, bystanders mostly panicking. 
 
�)�2�/�/�2�:�,�1�*���*�5�(�*�2�5�<�·�6���1�2�6�(  4 
 
First, we brought Alan up to date on what his 
character had been doing while the others were 
investigating and heroically rescuing a trollkin. 
 

4 27 August 2025 Two weeks after the last 
game the GM having been poorly.  



Eshan had spent the early part of the day at the 
Office of Detached Duty in a long, long queue 
with every other detached soldier in the capital 
who was trying to discover what they were 
supposed to do next.  
 
When he got to the front of the line, the lady 
behind the desk (who looked as if she had aged 
five years in the past week) said that there were 
no plans to present anyone to the Emperor. At 
last notice, the Big Parade had been postponed 
for at least a week. "Come back in three days 
and we will give out further dole tickets for your 
stay then. If you want more information, the 
Palace of Glad Rejoicing would be the place to 
ask. Do not ask me again. It is not my plan. It is 
not my job. I am not going to tell you!" She was 
shouting slightly by the end of that sentence.  
 
The Palace of Glad Rejoicing was the office 
concerned with large scale public events in the 
capital. Despite knowing there was going to be 
another long line, Eshan decided his duty lay in 
getting as much information as possible. The 
person at the desk had not yet lost his temper. In 
an oleaginous tone, "This may be an inopportune 
moment. Our plans are fluid. We have the best 
minds working on it." And then he actually 
focused on Eshan: "Which unit did you say you 
are with?" Being told it was the Second Furthest 
Foot, he left his desk and came back with two 
people wearing black armour and severe 
expressions.  
 
"Come with us, please."  
 
Eshan recognised them as a decurion and a 
centurion from the Internal Investigations 
branch. (GRAHAM: They investigate your 
internals. DRAK: Probably called the Company 
of Interior Light) Not the Grey Troops from the 
Cult of Danfive Xaron who patrolled the street 
and kept order. These were the military's own 
bunch of intimidating bastards.  
 
They had no visible runes. Perhaps under their 
armour.  
 
They took him down some stairs. Dark stairs 
with high treads so that he nearly stumbled on 
the way down. They took him to a room where 

there was one small window high above. "Wait 
here," they said.  
 
The table and the chairs were bolted down.  
 
When they came back, they wanted to know 
why he was going around claiming to be from an 
extinct unit. "What right do you have to wear 
that uniform?"  
 
They were using the old 'good cop' ("It will be 
better if you make a clean breast of it.") and bad 
cop ("You imposters and fantasists make me 
puke! Or are you trying to infiltrate the Imperial 
Presence? Eh? Eh?")  
 
Eshan responded with Extreme Patience having 
seen that the two people were sincere in their 
belief that he was impersonating an officer in 
return for a bit of respect and some dole tickets.  
 
DRAK: As much lentil soup as we can get away 
with. 
 
He produced his authorisation and transit pass to 
bring the group to the capital.  
 
He was asked if he had heard what has happened 
to the Second Furthest Foot. A slightly tricky 
question as he had been told but by a non-
official source: the Janitrix who was passing on 
a message from Great Sister.  
 
"I heard there was trouble... I saw a brown speck 
in the distance..." 
 
"Have you been spreading rumours?"  
 
He asked them to enlighten him and poured on 
the Charm. They looked abashed.  
 
"There is an announcement being planned in the 
near future. I am instructing you in the name of 
the Emperor and of the High Command not to 
discuss this further until the announcement is 
made. It will not be good news for you and for 
your comrades from the legion."  
 
"Can I tell my troops?" 
 



"Only that there will be an important 
announcement which they should listen to."  
 
They promised to inform the person at the 
Palace of Glad Rejoicing that they had not 
reported an actual imposter and that the remnant 
of the Legion should be incorporated into their 
future plans.  
 
They let him go with further cautions about 
spreading alarm and despondency.  
 
(As a reward for Alan's patience he was allowed 
to count the many, many hours Eshan had spent 
standing in line to count as a chance to gain a 
starting Bureaucracy skill at 1d6 + area bonus.)  
 
When he got back it was after dark and Vishi 
was the only person there.  
 
"I suggest you get some sleep, sir. The others 
have gone off to rescue a trollkin."  
 
"There will be an announcement shortly, 
apparently. About the Second Furthest Foot. I'm 
not allowed to tell you more."  
 
When dawn came it was Wildday, the Holy Day 
of the Red Goddess.  
 
There was debate about whether it was in fact 
Wildday. Whether I had kept an accurate count 
of the days. Martin insisted that this was the 
second Wildday this week. Which was important 
in calculating when they could recharge their 
Rune Magic Pools.  
 
DRAK: The Empire is tainted by Chaos. But not 
that much.  
 
I tried to figure out where we actually were in 
the calendar. But there was a lot of confusion 
and not enough records with me. 
 
Somebody asked if it mattered and I said it did 
to me. I promised to check all the records and 
report back.  
 
When we returned to the actual story, most of 
the squad (with the exception of Sandene who 
doesn't sleep) awoke from a deep sleep to the 

sound of someone loudly performing masonry in 
the vicinity.  
 
This was a team who had come into the Insula to 
replace the toilet seat on the ground floor which 
had cracked and allowed nasty tentacle monsters 
to snatch infants from where they were doing 
their business. (See previous episodes.)  
 
On being asked if they were also going to repair 
the hole between two floors caused by the 
escaping Undead Possession Monster (again see 
earlier) the workmen replied that they were 
stonemasons not carpenters. "Not my job, 
mate!"  
 
(The GM took a moment to complain about the 
people renovating his bathroom and the 
discussion wandered into whether the Lunar 
Empire had guilds or unions or what. GM: We 
Are All Us but only some of Us are Brothers.)  
 
Over the merry sound of hammer hitting chisel 
and chisel splitting stone, came the sound of an 
Official Proclamation. Leaning out of the 
window they heard criers "Hear ye, hear ye. 
Here is a special announcement from the Throne 
of Moonson. There will be a proclamation at 
Noon at the stations around the City. Those who 
have the honour to wear the Empire's uniform 
should attend to hear it as should all those who 
have no other duties. Be at the nearest 
Proclamation Station at Noon." 
 
VOSTOR: They woke me up to tell me to be 
there at noon? 
 
Vostor buried his head under all the pillows he 
could find. Then a bowl of rice soup (congee) 
was stuck next to his nose. 
 
VISHI : Breakfast, sir?  
VOSTOR:  Vishi.... Not for another two hours.  
VISHI:  That will only give you an hour to 
shave, bathe and get your uniform decent sir.  
VOSTOR:  Two and a half hours. 
VISHI:  Yes sir. I'll get started on cleaning and 
polishing right now. 
 
At noon, almost all of the inhabitants of the 
Insula found they had nothing urgent to keep 



them away from the announcement. All the 
children were there including one earnest young 
person dressed in a Moonson Youth uniform 
(Complete with woggle).  
 
GM: The woggle is desperately, desperately 
mythically significant.  
 
The announcement was that A Dreadful Defeat 
had been imposed by the Cruel Trickery and 
Evil Magics of the Storm Barbarians 
(VOSTOR:  Bastards!) and that at the Most 
Sacred Occasion of the Consecrating of The 
Temple Of The Reaching Moon They 
Summoned a Ferocious Great Dragon which 
consumèd the better part of the gathered Priests, 
Magicians and Soldiers and that several Legions 
suffered Grievous Casualties and the Second 
Furthest Foot is believed to have been wiped out 
to the last man.  
 
A wave of emotion passed through the squad. 
Indescribable emotions. 
 
VOSTOR:  Hang on. That makes you the 
commanding officer of the Second Furthest 
Foot.  
JARATHIR No he's highest ranking officer. 
VOSTOR:  He's entirely in command of all 
that's left... 
JARATHIR  (Fiercely) You don't know that. 
Some other survivors may still be around.  
 
Keanus began to sing a dirge. (By GM fiat since, 
as I said, Pum was away that week.)  
 
The Official Announcement rolled on. Fresh 
Legions were being sent to reinforce the 
southern front. There would be a week of 
mourning for the loss. All should wear black as a 
token and avoid all public disorder. The theatres 
and the Red Light District were closed. On the 
day of the dark of the moon there would be a 
great public mourning ceremony and then in a 
week's time the Emperor's Military Display 
would take place as a symbol of the Empire's 
self renewal and the Condign Punishment that 
would be visited on the barbarians.  
 

There were whispered queries about whether 
that meant them getting their medals was back 
on again.  
 
The young gentleman in the woggle came up 
and expressed his condolences about the loss of 
their comrades.  
 
JARATHIR  Death comes to all.  
 
There were tears rolling down not a few faces.  
 
Somebody in a different uniform than them spat. 
He said that the parade would be a little less 
glorious than it would have been because the 
cavalry units from the the Eastern Front (the one 
facing the horse nomads) were being recalled 
urgently. "The Eastern Front wasn't in trouble a 
few days ago. They don't want to announce two 
lots of bad news at the same time. I'll bid you 
good day, gentles. I've got a horse to saddle." 
 
JARATHIR Sir, how do we get transferred to 
one of those units going south? After the parade 
of course. 
ESHAN:  I was yesterday taken and interrogated 
about impersonating the Second Furthest Foot...  
JARATHIR  You can do that sir. Especially... 
ESHAN:  They were going to sort out the 
misinformation and the people organising the 
parade will sort out what's going to happen.  
VOSTOR:  We'll need to requisition a new 
Furthest Foot banner. I'll carry it! 
JARATHIR  I reckon they'll say: You lot, 
you're a new legion.  
 
GM: None of you have ever been present at the 
founding of a new legion.  
 
But those who were not Vostor had heard the 
rumours of what happened at the founding of a 
new Legion and how the legion banner gained 
its guardian spirit by the sacrifice of the 
champion recruit of the new Legion whose 
blood went to dye the banner Lunar Red.  
 
DRAK: Which is how you know it's magic 
because otherwise we'd be marching behind a 
banner of Imperial Brown  
 



Eshan went off to have a word with the Janitrix 
and the others became aware that a large number 
of the Insula's children (though not, oddly, the 
Moonson Youth woggle bearer) had gathered 
around them.  
 
A YOUTH : Scuse me, I've heard... 
VOSTOR:  Go on, ask us! Ask us! 
A YOUTH:  I have heard that you are monster 
hunters.  
JARATHIR  No. We are Imperial Soldiers. We 
just happen to hunting monsters quite a lot 
recently.  
A YOUTH:  Wow. Thing is: it's his nose.  
 
And here he pointed to the youngest, smallest 
and most barbarian of their company. Wearing 
the furry horned hat of a Char-Un barbarian. The 
squad had become aware that there was a family 
of Char-Un barbarians living in a yurt on the 
roof.  
 
JARATHIR No matter what you may say 
about his nose, he's not a monster.  
SANDENE Let's get the Humakti to check. 
GM: The Humakti is nowhere to be seen. 
JARATHIR  He�¶s probably got some private 
rituals to go through.  
VOSTOR:  Probably quite a few. So what is it 
about his nose? 
FURRY-HAT YOUTH 5: I smell bad things. 
(Sniff) 
VOSTOR:  All the time. 
GREGORY:  No, only when they're there. 
(Sniff) 
VOSTOR:  And what bad things have you 
smelled recently? 
 
The Furry-Hatted Youth gave Vostor a Look, 
seemed to think about saying something and 
then decided against it. And then he said: "Well, 
there's this woman. She tells fortunes at the foot 
of the stairs. She smells very bad to me."  
 
VOSTOR:  What about the people who lived 
over there? (He pointed towards the apartment 
that had held the reincarnating Chaos 
Possession Monster.) Did they smell bad?  

 
5 His name was Gregory in point of fact. 

GREGORY:  (Goes into a paroxysm of sniffing 
and coughing) I think it's the same smell. I got 
when I passed that room. I think it's the same 
bad smell. I thought I should tell somebody. But 
nobody wanted to listen. Because I'm a 
barbarian.  
VOSTOR : So you think you can smell 
Undead? 
JARATHIR No, monsters. Beast tribe people 
can smell chaos.  
VOSTOR : So you want us to go and have a 
word with the fortune teller at the bottom of the 
stairs because she might be a monster. 
GREGORY:  Well, yeah.  
SANDENE How long's the fortune teller been 
there?  
 
The youths had a collective think about that and 
said she used to be in one of the booths in the 
market. But now she's doing her fortune telling 
at the stairs for the past two days.  
 
Which fit what the squad were suspecting.  
 
Meanwhile, Eshan was having a word with the 
Janitrix. She had no real idea what would 
happen next with the remnant of the legion. 
 
"It depends, dear. I was never an officer. I was a 
centurion. I was in units that had some terrible 
losses. The bureaucrats and the burial registry 
people will get together and try to figure out 
what's happened. I imagine they will want the 
unit to continue. They'd want you to be part of it. 
It all depends if some bureaucrat somewhere or 
other has decided to do something different. You 
could find yourself sent off to other places. If 
you want to keep your people together I'd resist 
being split up. I would say the logical thing to do 
would be to use you as cadre for reforming the 
legion. You and anyone else who might have 
survived. Keep your paperwork. Make sure 
you're not an inconvenient truth."  
 
Eshan said the people who tried to arrest him 
seemed more embarrassed than anything.  
 
"Modest bureaucrats. A miracle."  
 



When he told her they were Internal 
Investigations she looked ever so slightly 
impressed with him.  
 
VOSTOR:  Hang on. We haven't asked how 
much they're going to pay us. 
JARATHIR  For monster hunting? We don't 
even know it's a monster yet. I for one am not 
going to just go and stab a fortune teller on the 
say so of a snotty kid.  
 
When the kids had told them that 'the stairs' 
referred to one of the stairs down to Red Square, 
the great parade ground in the centre of the city, 
they took themselves off to get their fortunes 
told.  
 
The location's formal name was The Stairs of 
Distraction.  
 
They let the Officer know what was going on. 
("Sir, permission to investigate a potential 
problem raised by one of the kids.") When he 
heard what was going on, he decided to come 
along and help. (As they had feared he would.)  
 
Jarathir was a little worried that the bureaucracy 
was assuming that there were no survivors from 
their unit.  
 
They changed out of their best uniform into their 
"casual walking around armour".  
 
There were lots of people at and around Red 
Square many of them selling black armbands, 
black scarves, almost any bit of black material 
which could be used to indicate mourning and 
Jarathir had a fun time haggling for something 
suitable. But his officer then came up and hit the 
suppliers with his status and got something nice 
for everyone. Jarathir moaned about how his pay 
and allowances didn't cover living in the capital: 
someone suggested he ask the Emperor for a 
loan.  
 
The Stairs of Distraction were crowded (but not 
nearly as crowded as normal) with people doing 
street theatre: even they were wearing black 
arms bands. Dressed in a full set of black robes 

 
6 What a very British sentence! 

was a lady dealing cards on a small table and 
telling people's fortunes.  
 
The troopers took up position to keep the lady 
under observation while Vostor tried to get his 
fortune told.  
 
He assessed her as best his relevant skills 
allowed. His Insight (Human) didn't work, his 
Game (to check if she was doing anything odd 
with the cards) succeeded and his Scan which 
succeeded very well (One percent short of a 
critical). He became fascinated by the way her 
hands flowed as she wove the cards into a dance 
reminiscent of the stars dancing in the skies... 
 
He stood there listening to her voice, too 
quiet for the observers to catch and a short while 
later he stood, she stood, folded her card table 
and gave it to Vostor and took his hand to lead 
him off somewhere.  
 
The others, naturally, followed as she led him up 
to the Hideous Zoo. 
 
JARATHIR Vostor! Didn't expect to see you 
here! 
 
Vostor did not react.  
 
FORTUNE TELLER:  Excuse me: this 
gentleman is with me. 6 
JARATHIR No. He's very much with me.  
 
He punched her and the others started moving 
very fast.  
 
Jarathir gave her his best swing but missed. 
Much more than he expected to miss: there was 
something in the air or perhaps she was not quite 
where his eyes were telling him.  
 
DRAK: I'm as good at punching people as I am 
with my medium shield! 
 
As he swung past her he suddenly saw her head 
as being a giant spider. The spider's maw opened 
and bit hard on the passing fist. But she only 
hurt her teeth on his armour.  



 
The approaching squaddies saw her head change 
shape but were too far away to take in the 
details. Eshan arrived with Sandene trailing 
behind.  
 
Jarathir drew his sword and felt a wave of 
malignant magic wash over him. He swung at 
her and she dodged out of the way. 
 
JARATHIR Witch!  
 
And then Vostor snapped out her influence. 
With an 01 roll he got a full explanation of what 
the situation was, no confusion that Graham 
didn't bring to the table. Oh and Vostor seemed 
to be carrying her card table..  
 
The soldiers struck at her and shortly chopped 
her legs out from under her at which point her 
head detached, leaving behind a legless rotting 
corpse.  
 
They chased the Giant Spider/Head up the stairs 
scattering panicking civilians and causing fear 
and perhaps some awe. The monster seemed to 
be trying to get to the Hideous Zoo but was 
chopped in two before making her planned 
escape.  
 
And then she called upon her god and Divine 
Intervention took her away. As she reassembled 
�D�Q�G���W�H�O�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���D�Z�D�\���V�K�H���D�V�N�H�G���W�K�H�P���³�+�R�Z���G�R��
�\�R�X���P�D�Q�D�J�H���Z�L�W�K���V�R���I�H�Z���O�H�J�V�"�´�� 
 
Which was a Trickster Riddle based on the 
Dodge skill and increased Vostor, Jarathir and 
�(�V�K�D�Q�¶�V���,�O�O�X�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���U�D�W�L�Q�J���E�\���������� 
 
THE LOCAL GUARD ARRIVING A 
BIT LATE:  Hello, hello. What's all this 
then?  
JARATHIR:  Spider headed monster going 
around stealing people's bodies. Again.  
VOSTOR: You probably want to have a 
word with what's his name...  
JARATHIR: Chief Overseer Phranestes.  
THE LOCAL GUARD:  (Rolling his eyes 
at the name dropping) I'm going to have ask 
you lot to come along with me.  

 
The forensic signs were complicated by all 
the bits of the spider going with her to 
elsewhere and the black blood on the blades 
of two of the soldiers being from a body that 
had clearly been dead for a while. The 
other�¶s blades had ichor on them and so did 
some of their uniforms.  
 
They spent most of the rest of the day 
explaining things to the authorities. 
 
When he finally turned up Chief Overseer 
Phranestes sarcastically asked them if they 
had a licence to go around killing monsters.  
 
Jarathir tried bringing up the sad news from the 
South about their legion but emotional blackmail 
washed off him like water off a duck's back.  
 
Eshan hit him with a charm offensive but the 
Chief Overseer just pointed out that 'protecting 
the public from hideous monsters' was supposed 
to be his job not that of a bunch of layabout 
unassigned soldiers.  
 
Despite this he issued them with a piece of 
paper. 
 
"The bearers of this are consultants with the 
Grey Soldiers. If found in suspicious 
circumstances, do arrest them but send a note to 
me."  
 
JARATHIR  Sorry to have bothered you. 
COP: It's all right. I was only sleeping.  
VOSTOR : I don't understand what we did 
wrong!  
COP: You instilled fear in the general public by 
swinging swords in the middle of a crowded 
street!  
JARATHIR  We didn't hit any civilians! 
COP: They didn't know that!  
VOSTOR:  What would prefer us to have done? 
COP: Reported to me. 
VOSTOR:  What would have happened to me if 
they'd gone off... 
COP: I was suggesting you came to me... 
VOSTOR:  We didn't know it was a monster. 



COP: Before going and finding out if it was a 
monster you consult the law enforcement 
authorities.  
VOSTOR:  If we reported everything people 
told us you'd probably be very annoyed. 
COP: Probably true but please bear in mind you 
are amateurs.  
VOSTOR : So because we're not paid to do it... 
COP: You're not paid to do it because you're 
not competent to do it. Among other reasons.  
JARATHIR We probably should have shouted 
something before cutting her down.  
 
On the way back to the Insula they were stopped 
twice by the Watch and Vigiles of the Sister's 
Army. Jarathir thanked them for their service 
and vigilance as sincerely as he could manage. 
They were told to be on their way.  
 
VOSTOR:  Our problem is the Watch. 
ESHAN:  They're not a problem. They're on our 
side. They just don't know it.  
 
As they bickered, they heard the tromp of feet 
and hooves crossing the street ahead of them. No 
drums, no fifes. Just torches and silent marching 
as the Auxiliary Legions returned to duty on the 
Eastern front.  
 
When they got back Keanus still wasn't back. No 
one had seen him since noon. Vishi was worried. 
But they allowed for his mourning and not 
understanding his religious practices. And the 
likelihood that he was drowning his sorrows.  
 
GRAHAM: He's saying to the barkeep, whose 
name is Dave, "Dave, they're all dead. They're 
all dead, Dave."  
 
(By this point the players had outrun the GM's 
written plot. I had hoped I could at least get the 
spider thing into the Hideous Zoo to pick up an 
improved body from the monsters in there.)  
 
The Char-Un child came down to them while 
they were settling down and asked them if they 
had found the monster (they had) and if it was 
destroyed. (No.)  

 
7 The Spindle Hag is a title of Jalakeel the Witch, one 
of the Seven Mothers of the Red Goddess. Also 

 
VOSTOR:  We may need you to find it 
tomorrow. 
JARATHIR  How do you feel about working 
with the cops? Just for future reference.  
GREGORY Technically speaking we're not 
supposed to be living on the roof. 
 
The next day, they went on a walking tour of the 
city with a sniffy child in tow. And his friends 
who were along for the candies they could 
cadge.  
 
They picked up the trail near the Hideous Zoo.  
There was a lot of sniffing. They reached the 
park. Gbajii Park. The Park of Sevenfold 
Enlightenment. 
 
GREGORY:  It's been here a lot. 
JARATHIR That's where we first fought it.  
VOSTOR:  Was this where it was heading? 
GREGORY: I think that wherever that is, is 
where it comes in and out of. 
 
He was pointing at the Temple at the top of a 
small hill. .There were people around it doing 
'artistic things' (painting, dancing, reciting their 
poetry) and behind them a walled temple 
surrounded entirely by a grove of thorn trees.  
 
And as Gregory took a close look at it he gave 
the most enormous sneeze.  
 
GREGORY:  There's a lot of it (Chaos) about 
the city. I'd be accusing a lot of people if I just 
went by what makes me sniff.  
 
He did sneeze a bit when Vostor was speaking 
but did not outright mention the sensations his 
nose gave him around that soldier.  
 
Asking around among the local people, they 
were told that the Temple was dedicated to the 
Spindle Hag7. "It's very ancient. It was here 
before the city was founded." 
 

known as The Mistress of Black Magic; The Keeper of 
Secrets, 



And at that moment in time they heard a cry 
within the temple. It was Keanus or at least that's 
what their ears seemed to be telling them. 
 
Jarathir turned to the most responsible of the 
youths that were traipsing along with them and 
told them to go and tell a Grey Watchman.  
 
The others headed to the thorn barrier.  
 
They fought through the hedge of thorns (which 
bristled at them in a manner that most plants 
wouldn't). Vostor went for a mad charge straight 
through, Eshan looked for a place where it was 
thinner and Sandene went for Disrupting the 
vines.  
 
All of that worked to a degree but it was their 
armour and Dodge skills that saved them.  
 
Jarathir used Cunning and went through the gaps 
caused by other people going first.  
 
Inside was an ancient circular temple built 
around a pool. There was a statue of Jalakeel but 
it was more recent than the temple itself. 
Different stone, different style.  
 
They each made a Scan roll, Jarathir fumbled 
and went off to investigate the statue. Vostor, 
having failed, followed him. The other two 
spotted where Keanus was tied to a pillar and 
something was crawling around his neck.  
 
GRAHAM: I've got a thrown dagger range of 
20. 
GM: It is nestling right up against your 
comrade's neck. 
DRAK: But he's a death cultist. He wouldn't 
mind.  
 
Combat followed and at the end of it the Giant 
Chaos Spider was finally, finally permanently 
dead. Sandene struck it critically in the head to 
give it the final coup de grace. It detached from 
the neck of their comrade and fell into the sacred 
pool in two parts.  
 

 
8 TPPoE&A: Do ye think yer players would say that? 
ME: The important thing is I believe it.  

When Keanus came round he was woozy and 
reported that he had been drinking with this fella 
who said he'd been with one of the legions and 
singing songs about death and glory.  
 
KEANUS:  I was quite comfortable here. I'm 
going to feel worse when my circulation starts 
up again.  
 
And then it was just a matter of explaining 
things to the Guard. Again.  
 
DISTRACTIONS 
 
DRAK: Making moonshine is a religious act 
amongst Lunar cultists.  
 
GRAHAM: How many people were there in our 
legion. Because I reckon that about 10% would 
have DI'd.  
 
�,�*�*�<�·�6���7�+�(�0�(����GMs Everywhere Use 
This One Weird Trick 
 
I have very few GM tricks. 8 
 
I do like taking the chance to make the players 
come up with background details. I offered them 
the chance to come up with societies at the 
�,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���)�U�H�V�K�H�U�¶�V���)�D�L�U���Z�K�L�F�K���D�G�G�H�G���G�H�S�W�K���W�R���W�K�H��
background while reducing the burden on me. 
This works best if they are setting up challenges 
for each other. Inter-player rivalry works better 
than pious stuff about co-creation.  
 
I like to use whatever I have in the way of toys  
�W�R���D�G�G���W�R���W�K�H���W�K�U�H�D�W�V���W�R���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V�������:�K�H�Q���,�¶�P���Q�R�W��
going all handwavy and Theatre of The Mind on 
them.) Gary Gygax created a lot of the early 
DnD monsters out of what he had collected or 
�V�F�D�Y�H�Q�J�H�G�����7�K�H���J�H�O�D�W�L�Q�R�X�V���F�X�E�H���F�D�P�H���I�U�R�P�«��
Actually does anyone know what Gygax used 
for the first GC? I remember having great 
success using the stuffed toy duck I picked up at 
a Convulsion as a giant chaos Duck that attacked 
the puny miniatures representing the player 
characters. (I wonder what happened to it?) 
 



And never forget that time taken to go to the loo 
is an ideal time to clear your thoughts and plot 
where you are going next.  
 
COMMENTARIAT ON E&A 7 
MATT STEVENS: RYCT Me: There is a 
fair amount of material about The City in 
various formats and I probably should go 
through them all and try to reconcile the things I 
came up with�«  But my number one unfinished 
Thing To Do is to get a map of the present day 
city done so I can start getting a sense of how 
big things are and how much I have still to fill. 
// �´A giant map of my fantasy world courtesy 
of the New York State Senate�  ́Oook! Envy! I 
do wish I could figure out how to print maps 
bigger than A4 at home. The recent Supreme 
Court decisions being the ones that cancelled out 
most of the Voting Rights Act?  
 
PATRICK RILEY: Re Procedures: 
�³Role-playing is suspended once initiative has 
been rolled�  ́Oh, I wish�« . My combats would 
go so much more smoothly but nothing can stop 
them acting in character when they think it fun. 
RYCT Me:   I don�¶t like the idea of magic 
being incompatible with electricity or nuclear 
radiation. I do think you can have fun with 
making the interaction of magic and some 
scientific theories complicated. I�¶ve played with 
varying the speed of light when the magic 
returns and I�¶ve seen settings where the people 
who brought the magic back set it up to wreck 
the technology that powers modern tech. (So 
much you can do by stopping steam engines 
working.) Roger has made radiation and magic 
interact to cancel each other in a couple of his 
campaigns. RYCT PUM:  I feel that the GM 
distorting the player�¶s perceptions has to be done 
carefully. It can look like directly taking away 
the player�¶s agency which they justifiably hate.  
 
 
ROGER BELL_WEST: Re MISSION 
IMPOSSIBLE: I don�¶t think you�¶d like them 
but the mechanics of BLADES IN THE DARK 
(which is essentially a criminal caper show with 
an extreme setting) or perhaps (though I�¶ve not 
read it and am going by what I�¶ve heard) the 
LEVERAGE game which allow for flashbacks 

and retroactively deciding what the plan was all 
along would go well with MI games. They do 
tend to involve stepping outside of character and 
into the mindset of the Writers�¶ Room that you 
have decried to me many a time and oft.  
 
MYLES CORCORAN: I genuflect in shame 
at the lack of spellchecking in my references to 
you. // I�¶ve recently had to expend a lot of effort 
coming up with �µuse names�¶ for the new 
magicians at the Institute and a reason for 
wizards to keep their �µtrue names�¶ secret. Also a 
semi-plausible explanation for what a �µtrue 
name�¶ is. Perhaps I was just unconsciously 
protecting you from malicious mages? I wonder 
how many curses have failed to connect with me 
because people get my last name wrong? I 
wonder how many times the difference was 
made by the NHS having misspelled my middle 
name when they entered it on the data base.  
 
PATRICK ZOCH: Seven players? Aiiieee! 
Great respect, y�¶know. But nonetheless Aiiiee! //   
RYCT : JIM VASSILAKOS: So say we all. 
 
JOHN REDDEN: I read E&A on my iPad Pro 
which gives me some of the sensation of reading 
a paper A&E. // Yes, QUESTWORLDS is a real 
game. When the name HEROQUEST went back 
to the publishers of the boardgame and they 
needed a new name for it Chaosium reused the 
name of a RQ2 product for the updated version.   
 
JIM ECKMAN: My incompetence at GMing 
BUSHIDO is legendary among my gaming 
groups. I tried twice and managed a Total Party 
Kill twice, having not understood how much 
deadlier one sixth level character was than six 
first levels. Both times it was trying to run 
VALLEY OF THE MISTS: if the introductory 
adventure is like that I don�¶t want to try anything 
more advanced! The game system was entirely 
too arcane for me and I could not work out why 
anything was the way it was. I understood the 
Budo/On split (my players still cry �µHe�¶s 
stealing the Budo�¶ when someone elbows in on 
the enemy they have softened up) but the basic 
description of a person and the indirect way of 
creating the stats you will actually use in game.  
 I love the setting but not with that system.  
 



DYLAN CAPEL: The idea of mental damage 
taking away mental capacity that�¶s needed for 
something else could possibly work and the 
visual representation (perhaps a grid that gets 
filled up with ink you can�¶t erase) would keep 
the state of the character�¶s mind in front of the 
player. It reminds me of the encumbrance rules 
for MAUSRITTER where damage takes over 
encumbrance spaces. (That had problems with 
items and wound tokens skittering off the 
character sheet when we tried it.) // I remember 
the EdExcel from the last London Worldcon. All 
the SF fandom in the world was not enough to 
fill it.  
 
LISA PADOL: Re NECROBIOTIC: 
There�¶s a reason people set SF beyond the 
immediate future. With enough stuff that has 
happened and then been forgotten you can make 
the most ridiculous stuff sound plausible.  
 
PUM: I wonder if I should let some Evangelists 
for Brian appear in The City. They�¶ll let anyone 
set up on Temple Street if they can afford the 
rental. But then they�¶ve already got the White 
Rat soaking up the desperate. // RYCT Me:  
My players�¶ passion for Python worship is a 
problem for all my campaigns. (In the Monday 
night group it�¶s usually Daniel�¶s fondness for 
puns.)  
 
AVRAM GRUMER:   Re Prolix Game 
Naming. It�¶s fashion, nothing more. I do wonder 
whether you could meaningfully find common 
factors among games that have one, two or three 
word titles. (What does TRAVELLER have in 
Common with NUMENERA? What does THE 
PETAL HACK have in common with LORDS 
OF CREATION) and what Games With Really 
Long Titles have in common? Other than 
pretentiousness? // RYCT Me:  Given John has 
now told me he was planning the Word Of 
Communication at the time I�¶m more likely to 
go for mystical explanations. (Or at least use 
Jungian pseudo-science which is always good 
for that sort of thing.  
 
BRIAN ROGERS: Once again the 
homeowners of the APA make me glad I�¶m a 
renter. Commiserations! 
 

BRIAN C MISIASZEK: My sympathies for 
the loss of your companion. My congratulations 
for Lauren�¶s academic flourishing. May it 
continue. // Thank you for pointing me to 
Challenger �µsequels�¶!  
 
JOSHUA KRONENGOLD: I�¶m glad to hear 
you are taking being �µat liberty�¶ in your stride so 
far and seeing it as an opportunity. May it prove 
to be so. // RYCT Me: I have seen a number of 
games from the 90s that got second editions that 
somehow lost the fine careless rapture and the 
�µcore thing the game is about�¶ in late middle age 
rewrites. And on the other hand I�¶ve seen a few 
that trash all the progress game design has made 
to recapture memories of being young and 
excited. No names, no pack drill.  
 
JIM VASSILAKOS: RYCT TO MILES 
CORCORAN: If ever a mis-jump took place in 
one of my games I would not risk them jumping 
into the space between the stars but find a 
system within plausible misjump range and 
choose that, making sure it was both interesting 
to explore and possible to escape.  RYCT Me:  
The diseases in Glorantha are a) caused by 
spirits and b) capable of being cured by the 
proper sort of magic. The Temple of Uleria in 
the capital would have nothing but the best to 
ensure health and hygiene. Except of course in 
the event of infiltration by unauthorised Chaos 
monsters�« . 
 
TIMOTHY COLLINSON: RYCT Me:  I 
bow before your greater experience.  
 
I �W�·�V getting late and Bruce is 
insisting I get to bed. So I will leave 
you with  
 
MY LAST WORD FOR THIS ISSUE: 
Anosognosia  
 
Which is the mental illness or 
incapacity to recognise one is ill.   
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Hi, gang. This is going to be a short zine. It is tempting to hold this installment back but 
the XP Tally is starting to catch up with the campaign as it is being played.  

In this Issue 

�x A Design Opportunity�³ Giant Realms 
�x XP Tally for the Temple of Elemental Evil Campaign 

�x Nextish  

A DESIGN OPPORTUNITY�³ GIANT REALMS 
I heard through the NorCal rumor mill that a mate of mine from high school/early college 
years has a project that will likely interest some E&A readers. Seth & I got in touch about 
it, and this is what he has to share about the opportunity: 

Paid Game Designer wanted �³  GIANT REALMS is a Greek Mythos�²inspired text RPG 
�Z�K�H�U�H���X�V�L�Q�J���S�R�Z�H�U���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�V���W�K�H���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���*�R�G�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���*�R�G�V�·���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���O�H�D�G�V���W�R��
�X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\���D�Q�G���P�D�\�K�H�P�����,�·�P���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U���W�R���F�R�G�L�I�\���W�K�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���U�X�O�H�V��
(a clear, usable character design/creation section) and help align those rules with the 
�J�D�P�H�·�V���F�R�U�H���V�\�V�W�H�P�V�����7�K�L�V���L�V���I�R�U���D���W�H�[�W-based game currently in the design phase, in the 
spirit of Zork, Eamon, and MUD1, with procedurally generated content and LLM-
supported actions. Targeting an initial deliverable in 2�²3 weeks; notes and system-
design materials available for review. Apply / inquire by Jan 31: 
seth@giantrealms.com. 

XP TALLY FOR THE TOEE CAMPAIGN 
An installment in a series that explicates the experience point (XP) earnings of PCs 
throughout my Temple of Elemental Evil (ToEE) campaign. For ToEE, we are running 
Advanced Dungeons & Dragons (AD&D), First Edition. The PCs call themselves the Frog 
Leg Gang. The XP tally for the Frog Leg Gang at the end of Session 19/start of Session 
20: 

�x Jack Ironheart (human paladin 2) 
o Total XP: 2,751 XP 
o Level 3 requires 5,501 XP  

�x John Ironheart (human cleric 1) 
o Total XP: 2,507 
o Level 2 requires 1,501 XP 
o John can train to Level 2 
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�x Ekim Gnimelf (wood elf thief 2) 
o High Dex: +10% to XP 
o Total XP: 2,099 
o Level 3 requires 2,501 XP  

�x Ttam Gnimelf (wood elf ranger 
1/magic-user 1) 

o 1,527/1,527 XP 
o Level 2 requires 

2,251/2,501 XP 

�x Dame Sonya Ravenclaw (human 
cavalier 1)  

o Total XP: 2,582 
o Level 2 requires 2,501 XP 
o Sonya can train to Level 2 

�x Lady Moira Ravenclaw (human 
magic-user 1) 

o High Int: +10% to XP 
o Total XP: 2,549 
o Level 2 requires 2,501 XP 
o Moira can train to Level 2 

�x New Moon (elven bard 1) 
o Total XP: 2,534 
o Level 2 requires 2,001 XP 

o New Moon can train to 
Level 2 

�x Fern (human druid 1) 
o Total XP: 2,388 
o Level 2 requires 2,001 XP 
o Fern can train to Level 2 

�x Amelie Atugar (half-orc cleric 2) 
o Total XP: 1,782 
o Level 3 requires 3,001 XP 

�x Omar Atugar (half-orc fighter 1)  
o High Str: +10% to XP 
o Total XP: 2,034 
o Level 2 requires 2,001 XP 
o Omar can train to Level 2 

�x Gobi (gnome illusionist 1/thief 2) 
o High Dex & Int: +10% XP 
o Total XP: 2,178/2,121 
o I 2/T 3 requires 

2,251/2,501 XP 
�x Ko To Taz (spirit folk monk 1) 

o Total XP: 0 
o Level 2 requires 2,251 XP 

 
SESSION 20 HARVESTER 3�²4 

The party began the session by opening the chest found behind the illusory basilisk. 
There were two garottes, two vials by themselves, & a leather case with six glass vials. 
Taz opened the glass vials & determined that they smelled poisonous. He then 
determined that one of the separate vials was acid. The other, when dabbed on his 
finger, briefly made a claw appear. A fear spell on the door forced Ekim to run back 
down the tunnel where he discovered a pack of ogres exploring the tunnel leading back 
to the ruined tower, the �3�&�V�·���W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���E�D�V�H���R�I���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V. He wedged shut the secret 
door & the party waited for them to leave, which they did. The party made it back to 
the tower with the chest, loot, & a petrified New Moon. Having s�H�W���1�H�Z���0�R�R�Q�·�V���V�W�D�W�X�H���R�Q��
the trap door, the party rested for the night. During the first watch the ravens that 
�U�R�R�V�W�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���W�R�Z�H�U�·�V���U�R�R�I made a racket as a party of 12 brigands approached. Fern 
cast entangle as the brigands approached within 30 feet. Ttam & Ekim fired bows at 
them & Gobi casts an illusion of flowers releasing clouds of poisonous pollen. The 
brigands were all killed before the spells ended. 
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The PCs looted the bodies & dumped them down the hatch before sleeping the rest of 
the night. 

SESSION 21 HARVESTER 5�²24 (DECEMBER 28, 2024) 

�7�K�H���S�D�U�W�\���F�U�R�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���Z�L�W�K���7�D�]�·�V���K�H�O�S���	���U�H�D�F�K�H�G���+�R�P�P�O�H�W��(home base) on Harvester 
6 without incident. The �K�D�P�O�H�W�·�V���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V put the captured brigands in the cells beneath 
the Church of St. Cuthbert. The party brought New Moon to Burne, who successfully cast 
dispel magic on him, curing New Moon of his petrification. The PCs then told Rufus & 
Burne about the prisoners.  

The Froggers sold their loot to the trader, Rannos Davl, for 1,065 gold pieces (gp); with 
the collected coinage, the amount is 3,027 gp for 275 gp per PC. In addition to the 275 
XP for the gp-value obtained at the ToEE, the Froggers earned XP for defeating foes. 
Ekim, Sonja, Gobi, New Moon, Ttam, Taz, & Amelie contributed to the demise of the 
black pudding, which was worth 2,120 XP (302 XP each). Defeating the brigands 
earned the PCs 1,145 XP, or 104 XP to each PC in the party. 

Ttam began training for Level 2 in both his classes, Fern trained his rats, & the other PCs 
kept themselves occupied for two weeks. 

On Harvester 21, the Froggers returned to the ToEE, a three-day journey. The PCs 
�G�H�F�L�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���E�U�L�J�D�Q�G���O�H�D�G�H�U�·�V���V�H�F�U�H�W���W�X�Q�Q�H�O��had led them to a part of the temple for 
which they were ill-equipped & opted to enter from the ground floor instead. The main 
entrance to the ground floor consisted of two huge double doors bearing runes & a 
powerful ward that not all PCs could overcome. Therefore, they sought entry via a side 
entrance, the doors of which lacked arcane wards. The party lit a bonfire against the 
door until it was weakened enough to break down. The PCs noted that there were evil & 
lewd murals along the walls. A passageway led north, containing about 30 pillars. 
Natural light through stained glass windows dimly illumined the temple. The PCs found a 
marble altar in the shape of a human & covered in blood in the main room. Broken 
crystal containers surrounded the altar. Among the shards, Ekim spied a broken crystal 
dagger and filched it. Near the altar, a set of stairs led down. The party also found an 
empty well/hole that was about 80 feet deep. There was a dais behind the altar at one 
end of the temple with large colored squares around it. [We stopped the game here for 
time.]  

End Sessions 20�²21 

As I pointed out lastish, the Froggers are in desperate need of cold, hard coin. Several 
of the PCs are eligible to train to their next level but funds have prevented it for John, 
Sonya, Moira, New Moon, Fern, & Omar. This could be the consequence of having so 
many PCs. The PCs are also butting up against the AD&D convention of not being able to 
earn additional XP after reaching or exceeding the amount needed to level & then 
returning to a haven. �$�'�	�'�·�V���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���U�X�O�H�V���G�R���D�O�O�R�Z���R�Q�H���W�R���D�F�F�X�P�X�O�D�W�H���;�3���X�S���W�R 1 XP 
before gaining a second level (that is, just shy of gaining two levels at once), but there 
are contraindications in the text that suggest the method that I use. Acknowledging that 
this might be a bug�³ rather than a deliberate design feature�³�H�Q�V�X�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���*�\�J�D�[�·�V��
famously abstruse & contradictory writing, I will reread the XP section of the DMG & 
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reconsider this ruling in the future. As it stands now, �,�·�P���L�Q�F�O�L�Q�H�G���W�R allow PCs to keep 
earning experience up to 1 XP from a second experience level, even if they return to a 
safe locale. I also see that I lost some XP records for Ttam Gnimelf somewhere along the 
way. �%�R�W�K���P�\���Q�R�W�H�V���	���7�L�P�·�V���K�D�Y�H���7�W�D�P���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���X�S���W�R���/�H�Y�H�O�������L�Q���E�R�W�K���R�I���K�L�V���F�O�D�V�V�H�V, yet the 
tally below shows Ttam as around 400 XP short of advancement in each class.     

�x Jack Ironheart (human paladin 2) 
o Total XP: 3,130 XP 
o Level 3 requires 5,501 XP  

�x John Ironheart (human cleric 1) 
o Total XP: 2,507 
o Level 2 requires 1,501 XP 
o John can train to Level 2 

�x Ekim Gnimelf (wood elf thief 2) 
o High Dex: +10% to XP 
o Total XP: 2,848 
o Level 3 requires 2,501 XP 
o Ekim can train to Level 3  

�x Ttam Gnimelf (wood elf ranger 
2/magic-user 2) 

o 1,868/1,868 XP 
o Level 3 requires 

2,251/2,501 XP 

�x Dame Sonya Ravenclaw (human 
cavalier 1)  

o Total XP: 2,582 
o Level 2 requires 2,501 XP 
o Sonya can train to Level 2 

�x Lady Moira Ravenclaw (human 
magic-user 1) 

o High Int: +10% to XP 
o Total XP: 2,549 
o Level 2 requires 2,501 XP 

o Moira can train to Level 2 

�x New Moon (elven bard 1) 
o Total XP: 2,534 
o Level 2 requires 2,001 XP 
o New Moon can train to 

Level 2 

�x Fern (human druid 1) 
o Total XP: 2,388 
o Level 2 requires 2,001 XP 
o Fern can train to Level 2 

�x Amelie Atugar (half-orc cleric 2) 
o Total XP: 2,463 
o Level 3 requires 3,001 XP 

�x Omar Atugar (half-orc fighter 1)  
o High Str: +10% to XP 
o Total XP: 2,034 
o Level 2 requires 2,001 XP 
o Omar can train to Level 2 

�x Gobi (gnome illusionist 1/thief 2) 
o High Dex & Int: +10% XP 
o Total XP: 2,552/2,495 
o I 2/T 3 requires 

2,251/2,501 XP 
o Gobi can train to I 2 

�x Ko To Taz (spirit folk monk 1) 
o Total XP: 681 
o Level 2 requires 2,251 XP 

 

Nextish 

�x Comments on E&A #8 (maybe catch-up on #7, too) 

�x ToEE Play Reports & XP Tally�,���K�R�S�H���O�L�I�H���L�V���W�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���\�·�D�O�O���Z�H�O�O�����6�H�H���\�R�X���Q�H�[�W���P�R�Q�W�K�� 
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�7�K�H��

�:�D�K�I�O�H�V�W�R�P�S�H�U��
�0�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�R��

��
�7�K�H���\�H�D�U�������������V�K�D�O�O���E�H���P�\���\�H�D�U���D�V���D���Y�H�U�\�D�F�W�L�Y�H�����Y�V�����K�\�S�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���R�U���R�Y�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H�����O�H�W�W�H�U�K�D�F�N�����,�I���,���V�X�F�F�H�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
�W�K�L�V���H�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W�����,���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���D���V�X�S�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���O�H�W�W�H�U�K�D�F�N�����5�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���S�X�E�O�L�V�K���D�S�D�]�L�Q�H�V�����D���J�H�Q�]�L�Q�H�����R�U���D���S�H�U�]�L�Q�H�����,��
�V�K�D�O�O���Z�U�L�W�H���O�H�W�W�H�U�V���R�I���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W���W�R���R�W�K�H�U���I�D�Q�]�L�Q�H�V�����]�L�Q�H�V�����P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H�V�����F�R�P�L�F���E�R�R�N�V�����D�X�W�K�R�U�V�����P�H�G�L�D���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V����
�D�Q�G���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�R�P���,���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�²�R�U���W�R���Z�K�R�P���,���K�D�Y�H���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���V�D�\����

�³�'�H�D�U���V�L�U���R�U���P�D�G�D�P�����,�W���K�D�V���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���F�R�P�H���W�R���P�\���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W�«�´��

�(�D�F�K���O�H�W�W�H�U���,���V�H�Q�G���P�L�J�K�W���E�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���D�Q���L�V�V�X�H���R�I���:�D�K�I�O�H�V�W�R�P�S�H�U�����/�H�W�W�H�U�V���,���Z�U�L�W�H���E�X�W���G�R���Q�R�W���V�H�Q�G���G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�H�O�\��
�V�K�D�O�O���Q�R�W���E�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���L�V�V�X�H�V���R�I���:�D�K�I�O�H�V�W�R�P�S�H�U�����(�D�F�K���L�V�V�X�H���R�I���:�D�K�I�O�H�V�W�R�P�S�H�U���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���W�L�W�O�H�G���D�Q�G��
�Q�X�P�E�H�U�H�G���V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\���Z�K�H�Q���V�H�Q�W�����/�H�W�W�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���Q�R�W���W�L�W�O�H�G���R�U���Q�X�P�E�H�U�H�G���D�V���D�Q���L�V�V�X�H���R�I���:�D�K�I�O�H�V�W�R�P�S�H�U��
�V�K�D�O�O���U�H�P�D�L�Q���P�H�U�H���O�H�W�W�H�U�V�����:�D�K�I�O�H�V�W�R�P�S�H�U���D�V���D���Z�K�R�O�H���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���D���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�]�L�Q�H����

�$���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�]�L�Q�H���L�V���Q�R�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�K�L�Q�J���D�V���D���O�H�W�W�H�U�]�L�Q�H�����$���O�H�W�W�H�U�]�L�Q�H���F�R�P�S�U�L�V�H�V���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���O�H�W�W�H�U�V���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q��
�E�\���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�����H�D�F�K���V�H�Q�W���W�R���D���V�L�Q�J�O�H���U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W���I�R�U���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G���Z�K�R�O�H��
�F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J���R�I���S�D�U�W�V���V�H�Q�W���L�Q�Z�D�U�G�������,�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�����D���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�]�L�Q�H���F�R�P�S�U�L�V�H�V���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���O�H�W�W�H�U�V���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���E�\���D��
�V�L�Q�J�O�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q�����H�D�F�K���V�H�Q�W���W�R���D���V�L�Q�J�O�H���U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W���I�R�U���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���Z�K�R�O�H��
�F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J���R�I���S�D�U�W�V���V�H�Q�W���R�X�W�Z�D�U�G�������6�R�P�H���L�V�V�X�H�V���R�I���:�D�K�I�O�H�V�W�R�P�S�H�U���P�L�J�K�W���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���I�R�U�P���R�I���R�S�H�Q���O�H�W�W�H�U�V���L�I���V�H�Q�W��
�W�R���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W�V���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D���V�L�Q�J�O�H���U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W�����,���V�K�D�O�O���U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�D�W���R�S�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���7�U�X�O�\���,�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���0�D�W�W�H�U�V����
�6�X�F�K���P�D�W�W�H�U�V���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���F�D�O�O�H�G���7�L�P�����+�H�O�O�R�����7�L�P����

�7�K�H���:�D�K�I�O�H�V�W�R�P�S�H�U���0�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�R���V�K�D�O�O���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���D�Q���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���R�I���7�L�P����

�+�H�O�O�R�����7�L�P����

�$���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�]�L�Q�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\���D���S�H�U�]�L�Q�H�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�U�H���P�L�J�K�W���E�H���Q�R���U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J�����F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G��
�Z�K�R�O�H�²�R�Q�O�\���W�K�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���L�V�V�X�H�V���V�H�Q�W���R�X�W�Z�D�U�G�����U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V���R�I���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G��
�H�O�V�H�Z�K�H�U�H�����7�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���D���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�]�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���D���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G��
�F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�]�L�Q�H�����:�D�K�I�O�H�V�W�R�P�S�H�U�����D�J�D�L�Q�����V�K�D�O�O���E�H���D���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�]�L�Q�H����

�,�I���,���D�W���V�R�P�H���S�R�L�Q�W���G�H�F�L�G�H���W�R���S�X�E�O�L�V�K���:�D�K�I�O�H�V�W�R�P�S�H�U���D�V���D���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�]�L�Q�H�����W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W���V�K�D�O�O���Q�R��
�O�R�Q�J�H�U���E�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���:�D�K�I�O�H�V�W�R�P�S�H�U�����7�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�]�L�Q�H���V�K�D�O�O���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���E�H���W�L�W�O�H�G���7�K�H���:�D�U�W�����D�I�W�H�U��
�:�$�5�7�����R�U���:�H���$�O�V�R���5�R�W�H���7�R�����:�$�5�7���L�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�S�D�U�W���W�R���:�$�+�)�����R�U���:�H���$�O�V�R���+�H�D�U�G���)�U�R�P�����7�K�H���:�D�U�W�����D�V���D��
�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�]�L�Q�H�����F�R�X�O�G���E�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���D���J�H�Q�]�L�Q�H���R�U���D���S�H�U�]�L�Q�H���G�H�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U�V���L�Q��
�D�Q�\���J�L�Y�H�Q���L�V�V�X�H�����(�D�F�K���L�V�V�X�H���R�I���7�K�H���:�D�U�W�����L�I���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�����V�K�D�O�O���F�R�O�O�H�F�W���L�V�V�X�H�V���R�I���:�D�K�I�O�H�V�W�R�P�S�H�U����

�,�I���\�R�X�����D�V���D���I�D�Q�H�G���R�U���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W�����F�K�R�R�V�H���W�R���S�X�E�O�L�V�K���D�Q���L�V�V�X�H���R�I���:�D�K�I�O�H�V�W�R�P�S�H�U���L�Q���\�R�X�U���I�D�Q�]�L�Q�H�¶�V���O�H�W�W�H�U��
�F�R�O�X�P�Q���R�U���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���I�R�U�X�P�²�S�H�U�K�D�S�V���D�V���D���I�D�Q�]�L�Q�H���L�W�H�P���R�U���F�R�O�X�P�Q�²�\�R�X���V�K�D�O�O���K�D�Y�H���P�\���L�Q�I�L�Q�L�W�H���J�U�D�W�L�W�X�G�H���D�Q�G��
�D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�����<�R�X���D�U�H���K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���W�R���E�U�L�Q�J���:�D�K�I�O�H�V�W�R�P�S�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���R�W�K�H�U�V�����<�R�X���D�U�H��

�3�H�U�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���J�U�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���U�H�S�U�L�Q�W���R�U���R�W�K�H�U�Z�L�V�H���F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�H���D�Q�G���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H����
�7�R���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D�Q���L�V�V�X�H���R�I���:�D�K�I�O�H�V�W�R�P�S�H�U�����V�H�Q�G���W�K�H���8�V�X�D�O����
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