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Cowman Baloney Face
The Neverending Saga #5

Trapped in a world he never made!
by Matt Stevens
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No Politics? Sort of.

�d�Z���Œ���[�•���������}�u�u�}�v���Œ�µ�o�����]�v���P���u�]�v�P���(�}�Œ�µ�u�•�W���^�v�}���‰�}�o�]�Ÿ���•�X�_�����À���v�����˜�����Z���•�������u�]�o�����À���Œ�•�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�]�•���‰�}�o�]���Ç�X���t����
���o�o���l�v�}�Á���Á�Z�Ç���]�š�����Æ�]�•�š�•�U�����������µ�•�����Á���[�Œ�����(���u�]�o�]���Œ���Á�]�š�Z���š�����]�}�µ�•���Ì�]�v���•���š�Z���š���Á���Œ�����v�}�š�Z�]�v�P�����µ�š���o�}�v�P�U�����v�P�Œ�Ç�U��
�‰���Œ�Ÿ�•���v���Œ���v�š�•�X���d�Z���Œ�����Á���Œ�����u���v�Ç���]�v�����˜���[�•���o�}�v�P���Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�Ç�X

�d�Z���Œ���[�•�����o�•�}���������}�u�u�}�v���Œ���•�‰�}�v�•���W���^���À���Œ�Ç�š�Z�]�v�P���]�•���‰�}�o�]�Ÿ�����o�U�_���•�}���������}�u�‰�o���š���o�Ç���^�‰�}�o�]�Ÿ���•���(�Œ�������Ì�}�v���_��



Page 3 										          Cowman Baloney Face

�Á�}�µ�o���v�[�š���Z���À�������v�Ç�š�Z�]�v�P���š�}���•���Ç�X���/���Œ���•�‰�����š���š�Z�]�•�����o���]�u�U�����v�����Z���À�����•�����v��
�‰���Œ�(�����š�o�Ç���o���P�]�Ÿ�u���š�����š�}�‰�]���•���•�µ�‰�‰�Œ���•�•�������(�}�Œ�������]�v�P���^�‰�}�o�]�Ÿ�����o�X�_�î�����µ�š��
�/�D�K���š�Z�����Œ�����•�}�v�]�v�P���]�•�������o�]�©�o�����š�}�}�����o�����l�r���v���r�Á�Z�]�š���X���/�•��Mouse Guard 
�i�µ�•�š�����•���^�‰�}�o�]�Ÿ�����o�_�����•��Racial Holy War: The Roleplaying Game�M���~���}�v�[�š��
�o�}�}�l���µ�‰���š�Z�����•�����}�v�����}�v���X�•���/�š���•�����u�•���o�]�l�����Á���[�Œ�����š�Z�Œ�}�Á�]�v�P���}�µ�š���]�u�‰�}�Œ�š�r
���v�š�����]�•�Ÿ�v���Ÿ�}�v�•���(�}�Œ�������‰�}�o���u�]�����o���‰�}�]�v�š�X

�/�v�����v�Ç�����À���v�š�U���/�[�u���•�µ�Œ�����Á���������v�����P�Œ�������š�Z���š���š�Z�������}�µ�v�����Œ�Ç�������š�Á�����v��
�^�‰�}�o�]�Ÿ�����o�_�����v�����^�v�}�v�r�‰�}�o�]�Ÿ�����o�_���]�•�������(�µ�Ì�Ì�Ç���}�v���X���/���š�Z�]�v�l���š�Z�����]�•�•�µ�����]�•�v�[�š��
�^�‰�}�o�]�Ÿ�����o�_�����}�v�š���v�š��per se�U���]�š�[�•���š�Z�����Á���Ç���‰�}�o�]�Ÿ�����o�����}�v�š���v�š���]�•���‰�Œ���•���v�š�����X�������o�}�š���}�(���‰�}�o�]�Ÿ�����o���Á�Œ�]�Ÿ�v�P���]�•��bad, 
���v�����š�Z�����Á�}�Œ�•�š���‰�}�o�]�Ÿ�����o���Ì�]�v���•���Z���À�������}�u�u�}�v���š�Œ���]�š�•�W

1.	 Polemics over persuasion�X���d�Z���Ç�[�Œ�����(�µ�o�o���}�(�����v�P�Œ�Ç���Œ���v�š�•���š�Z���š���}�v�o�Ç�����‰�‰�����o���š�}���š�Z�������o�Œ�������Ç�����}�v�À�]�v�������X
2.	 Obsessively monomaniacal�X���d�Z���]�Œ���‰�}�o�]�Ÿ���•���o���������š�Z���u���š�}���•�]�u�‰�o�����Z���µ�Œ�]�•�Ÿ���•���š�Z���š���š�Z���Ç�����Œ�]�v�P���µ�‰�����}�v�r

�•�š���v�š�o�Ç�U���u���l�]�v�P���(�}�Œ���š�����]�}�µ�•���Á�Œ�]�Ÿ�v�P�X
3.	 �K�+�r�š�}�‰�]���X���d�Z���Ç�����}�v�[�š���Œ�����}�P�v�]�Ì�����š�Z���š���š�Z���Œ�������Œ���������©���Œ���(�}�Œ�µ�u�•���(�}�Œ���š�Z���]�Œ���‰�Œ�]�À���š�����}���•���•�•�]�}�v�•�X
4.	 �/�v�•�µ�o�Ÿ�v�P�X���d�Z���Ç�����Œ�����‰���š�Œ�}�v�]�Ì�]�v�P�U���‰�Œ�������Z�Ç�U���•�u�µ�P�U���•���o�(�r�Œ�]�P�Z�š���}�µ�•�U���}�Œ���š�Œ�����š���Œ���������Œ�•���Á�]�š�Z���•�v�����Œ�]�v�P��

���}�v�š���u�‰�š���]�v���}�š�Z���Œ���Á���Ç�•�X

�d�Z�]�•���]�•�U���µ�v���}�µ���š�����o�Ç�U�����v���]�v���}�u�‰�o���š�����o�]�•�š�U�����v�����/�[�u���Z���‰�‰�Ç���š�}���Z�����Œ���•�µ�P�P���•�Ÿ�}�v�•���(�}�Œ���u�}�Œ���X���~�/�[�o�o�����o�•�}�����}�‰���š�}��
���}�u�u�]�«�v�P���š�Z�����•���u�����•�]�v�•���/�����}�v�����u�v�J�•���d�Z�����‰�}�]�v�š�U���š�Z�}�µ�P�Z�U���]�•���š�Z���š���]�(���Ç�}�µ�[�Œ�����v�}�š���Z���‰�‰�Ç���Á�]�š�Z�����������v���}�v��
�^�‰�}�o�]�Ÿ���•�U�_���Ç�}�µ�������v�����š���o�����•�š���o�}�}�l���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����‰�]�ž���o�o�•���š�Z���š���P�]�À�����^�‰�}�o�]�Ÿ�����o�_���‰�}�•�Ÿ�v�P���������������Œ���‰�X

�î���D�Ç���P�}�r�š�}�����Æ���u�‰�o�����]�•���(�Œ�}�u������Traveller���&�����P�Œ�}�µ�‰�X���K�v�����u���u�����Œ�����•�l�������]�(�������Œ�š�Z�[�•�����}���•�š�o�]�v���•���Á�}�µ�o�������������]�+���Œ���v�š�U���]�v���š�Z�����}�8���]���o��
Traveller �µ�v�]�À���Œ�•���U�����µ�����š�}���P�o�}�����o���Á���Œ�u�]�v�P�X�����v�}�š�Z���Œ���u���u�����Œ�������u���v���������š�Z�����‰�}�•�š���������•�š�Œ�µ���l�����}�Á�v���(�}�Œ�������]�v�P���^�‰�}�o�]�Ÿ�����o�X�_���D�Ç��
�Œ���•�‰�}�v�•�����Á���•���š�Z���š��Traveller���Z���•���&�d�>�U���‰�•�]�}�v�]���•�����v�����P���v���Ÿ�����o�o�Ç�����v�P�]�v�����Œ���������}�P�r�u���v�X�����}�µ�o���v�[�š���������}�v�•���Œ�À���Ÿ�À�������������‰�š���š�Z����
possibility���}�(�����o�]�u���š�������Z���v�P�������Ç���ñ�ó�ñ�ì�������M

Comments E & A # 8

�D���v�U���Á�Œ�]�Ÿ�v�P�����}�u�u���v�š�•���Á���•���Z���Œ�����(�}�Œ���u�����š�Z�]�•���]�•�•�µ���U���Á�Z�]���Z���]�•���Á�Z�Ç���š�Z�]�•���]�•���•�‹�µ�����l�]�v�P���]�v���Œ�]�P�Z�š�������(�}�Œ�����š�Z����
���������o�]�v���X���/���l�v�}�Á�����}�u�u���v�š�•�����Œ�����o�]�l�����š�Z�������}���l�š���]�o���‰���Œ�š�Ç���}�(���š�Z�������W���U�����µ�š���/��don’t like�����}���l�š���]�o���‰���Œ�Ÿ���•�J���/��
���}�v�[�š���Á���v�š���š�}�����������v�Ÿ�r�•�}���]���o�U���š�Z�}�µ�P�Z�U���•�}���Z���Œ�����]�š���P�}���•�X

General
�/���•�������š�Z���š���u�}�•�š���}�(���š�Z�������}�}�l�u���Œ�l�•���(�}�Œ���}�µ�Œ���Ì�]�v���•�����Œ�����������}�u�‰���v�]�������Á�]�š�Z���P���u�����•�Ç�•�š���u�•�X���D�]�v���U���(�}�Œ�����Æ�r
���u�‰�o���U���•���Ç�•���^���}�Á�u���v�������o�}�v���Ç���&���������·���ð���r�r���D���©���^�š���À���v�•���~���˜�����ï���•�X�_���,���Ç��Jim�U���Á�Z���š�������š���Œ�u�]�v���•���š�Z���•���M��
�/���P�µ���•�•���ï�����]�•���š�Z�����.�Œ�•�š���•�Ç�•�š���u���/���u���v�Ÿ�}�v�������]�v���š�Z���š���]�•�•�µ���U�����µ�š���š�Z�����o���•�š���P���u���•���/���Œ���v���Á���Œ�����]�v���ñ���U�����v�����š�Z����
�•�Ç�•�š���u���/�[�u���u�}�•�š�����•�•�}���]���š�������Á�]�š�Z���]�•��Two-Fisted Tales�X���E�}�š���������]�P���������o���]�v�����v�Ç�����À���v�š���r�r���/�[�u���Z���‰�‰�Ç���Á�]�š�Z�����v�Ç��
���}�}�l�u���Œ�l�•�����š�����o�o�J���r�r�����µ�š���/�[�u�����µ�Œ�]�}�µ�•�X

Mark A. Wilson
�^�Ç�u�‰���š�Z�Ç���}�v���i�}�����•�����Œ���Z���Z�}�Œ�Œ�}�Œ�•�X���/���o�}�•�š���u�Ç���o�}�v�P�r�š���Œ�u�U���(�µ�o�o�r�Ÿ�u�����i�}�����]�v���î�ì�í�í�X���~�:�µ�•�š���•�Z�}�Œ�š���}�(���š�Z�����í�ì���Ç�����Œ�•���/��
�v�������������(�}�Œ�������•�u���o�o���‰���v�•�]�}�v�U���š�}�}�X�������u�v�X�•���/���Z�������Z�}�‰�������š�Z�����/�v�š���Œ�v���š���Á�}�µ�o�������o�o�}�Á���(�}�Œ�������•�u�}�}�š�Z�U���(�Œ�]���Ÿ�}�v�r
�o���•�•���o�����}�Œ���u���Œ�l���š�U�����v�����]�v�•�š���������/���(�}�µ�v���������Á���•�š���o���v�����}�(���(���l�����o�]�•�Ÿ�v�P�•�����v�����u�]�•�o�������o�������i�}���•�X���/�š�����}���•�v�[�š���o�}�}�l��
���•���]�(���]�š�[�•���P�}�©���v���u�µ���Z�������©���Œ�X
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Erika Frank
�,���o�o�}�J���/��have �������v���]�v�š���Œ���•�š�������]�v��Leverage �(�}�Œ�������Á�Z�]�o���U���]�(���}�v�o�Ç�������r
�����µ�•�����š�Z�����•���š�µ�‰���•�����u�•���‰���Œ�(�����š���(�}�Œ���u�}�����Œ�v�r�����Ç���W���•�W�������Ÿ�}�v���š�Ç�‰���•��
�Á�Z�}���.�P�Z�š���(�}�Œ���P�}�}���������µ�•���•�U�����v�������Œ���v�[�š���o���Á�����v�(�}�Œ�����u���v�š�U�����µ�š���Á�Z�}��
�����v�[�š�����o�]�š�Z���o�Ç���]�P�v�}�Œ�����š�Z�����o���Á�U�����]�š�Z���Œ�X

�d�Z�����K�^�Z�W���^�D�}�Œ���������}�µ�š���v�}�š���Á���v�Ÿ�v�P���u�����Z���v�]���•���š�}���P���š���]�v���š�Z�����Á���Ç��
�}�(���š�Z�����Z���}�v�À�]�v�������š�Z�����'�D���š�Z���š���Ç�}�µ���Z���À�����������o���À���Œ���W�o���v�[�����‰�‰�Œ�}�����Z���š�}��
�‰�Œ�}���o���u�r�•�}�o�À�]�v�P�X�_���/���µ�v�����Œ�•�š���v�����š�Z�����]�v�š���v�Ÿ�}�v�U�����µ�š���/�����}�v�[�š���•�������Z�}�Á��
�}�o�����À���Œ�•�]�}�v�•���}�(�����˜�����(�µ�Œ�š�Z���Œ���š�Z���š���P�}���o�X���/�v���š�Z�����}�o�����P���u���•���Ç�}�µ�����}�µ�o���v�[�š��
�•�v�����l���µ�‰���}�v���•�}�u���}�v�����µ�v�o���•�•���Ç�}�µ���Á���Œ���������d�Z�]���(�J���~�K�Œ�������d�Z�]���(�r�����i�������v�š��
���o���•�•�X�•�������u�]�©�����o�Ç���‰���Œ�š���}�(���š�Z�����Œ�����•�}�v���/���Z���À���v�[�š�����}�µ�P�Z�š���K�^�Z���‰�Œ�}���µ���š�•��
�]�•���/���Z���À�����}�o�����À���Œ�•�]�}�v�•���}�(�����˜�����}�v���u�Ç���•�Z���o�(�U�����v�����•�������v�}���Œ�����•�}�v���š�}�����µ�Ç��
���v�����Œ���Z���]�������˜���r���o�}�v�����Á�Z���v���/���Z���À�����š�Z�����}�Œ�]�P�]�v���o�•�X�����o�•�}�U���ñ�����Á�}�Œ�l�•���i�µ�•�š��
���•���Á���o�o�����•���}�o�����Œ�������]�Ÿ�}�v�•�����]�����/�D�K�X

Lisa Padol
�^�/�(���Ç�}�µ���š�}�o�����š�Z���š���•�š�}�Œ�Ç���]�v�������Œ�}�}�u���}�(���]�v���]�����P���u���Œ�•�U���}�����•�����Œ�����š�Z���š�����š��
�o�����•�š���}�v�����Á�}�µ�o�����������]�������š�Z���š���š�Z���]�Œ���v���Æ�š���P���u�����Z�������š�}�������������}�µ�š���t�Z���o����
�t�Z�}�Œ���•�X���d�Z�]�•�U���]�v���š�µ�Œ�v�U���u�]�P�Z�š���]�v�•�‰�]�Œ���������t�Z���o�����t�Z�}�Œ���•���P���u���������•�]�P�v���i���u���}�v���]�š���Z�X�]�}�X�_���/�š�[�•���(�µ�v�v�Ç�U���/���Œ���•�‰�����š��
�š�Z�������/�z���•�‰�]�Œ�]�š�U�����µ�š���/�����•�l�U Why would you need a whole new system�M���h�v�o���•�•���]�š�[�•���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����^�Á�Z�}�Œ�]�v�P�_���‰���Œ�š�U��
�Á�Z�]���Z���/�����•�•�}���]���š�����Á�]�š�Z���v�}�š�}�Œ�]�}�µ�•���P���u���•���o�]�l����F.A.T.A.L.�����v�����š�Z���]�Œ���š�����o���•���(�}�Œ�����]���l�����v�������•�•�Z�}�o�����•�]�Ì���•�X���~���}��
�v�}�š���Á���v�š�J�•

�'�o�������Ç�}�µ���o�]�l�������š�Z����Top Secret�����]���P�Œ���u�X�����•���/���v�}�š�����U���/�[�u���Z�}�‰�]�v�P���š�}���]�v�š���P�Œ���š�����]�š���]�v�š�}���š�Z�����^�•�����v���Œ�]�}�����Œ�����Ÿ�}�v��
�•�Ç�•�š���u�_���}�(���î�&�d�U�����o�š�Z�}�µ�P�Z���š�Z���š���u�]�P�Z�š���Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ�����P���v���Œ�]���]�Ì�]�v�P���]�š���������]�š�X���D�Ç�����µ�Œ�Œ���v�š���š�Z�]�v�l�]�v�P���]�•���š�Z���š�����o�o���u�]�•�r
�•�]�}�v�•���Z���À�����^�]�v�À���•�Ÿ�P���Ÿ�}�v�U�_���^�Œ���•�}�o�µ�Ÿ�}�v�_�����v����� �̂��}�u�‰�o�]�����Ÿ�}�v�_���‰�Z���•���•�U�����µ�š���•�}�u�����}�(���š�Z�}�•�������Œ�������Æ�š�Œ���u���o�Ç��
�o�}�v�P�U���}�š�Z���Œ�•�����Æ�š�Œ���u���o�Ç���•�Z�}�Œ�š�U�������‰���v���]�v�P���}�v���š�Z���]�Œ���š�Ç�‰���X�������u�µ�Œ�����Œ���u�Ç�•�š���Œ�Ç�U���(�}�Œ�����Æ���u�‰�o���U���]�•�����o�u�}�•�š�����o�o��
�^�]�v�À���•�Ÿ�P���Ÿ�}�v�_�V���š�Z�����^�Œ���•�}�o�µ�Ÿ�}�v�_���]�•���•�]�u�‰�o�Ç�����Œ�Œ���•�Ÿ�v�P���š�Z�����u�µ�Œ�����Œ���Œ�X

�^�š���Œ�•�Z�]�‰���~���v�����}�š�Z���Œ���À���Z�]���o���•���Z���‰���]�Œ�W���/�����}�v�[�š���š�Z�]�v�l���š�Z���Œ���[�•���u�µ���Z���Œ�����o�����]�•���P�Œ�����u���v�š���Z���Œ���V�����o�o���/���u�����v�š���Á���•��
�š�Z���š���•�š���Œ�•�Z�]�‰���Œ���‰���]�Œ���Œ�µ�o���•�������v���������u�}�Œ�������}�u�‰�o�]�����š�������š�Z���v���^�/���•�Z�}�}�š���Z�]�u�X�_���/�š�������‰���v���•���}�v���š�Z�����P���v�Œ���U���š�}�}�X��
Two-Fisted Tales���Z�������•�}�u���Á�Z���š���]�v�À�}�o�À�������Œ���‰���]�Œ���Œ�µ�o���•�����������µ�•�����}�(��Tarzan �•�š�}�Œ�]���•�W���d���Œ�Ì���v���G���Á���‰�o���v���•�U��
���v�������À���Œ�Ç���Ÿ�u�����Z�����P�}�š���]�v�������‰�o���v���U���]�š�����Œ���•�Z�����U���µ�•�µ���o�o�Ç���v���Æ�š���š�}���•�}�u�����>�}�•�š���t�}�Œ�o�����]�v���š�Z�������(�Œ�]�����v���i�µ�v�P�o���X���^�}���/��
�Z�������Œ�µ�o���•���(�}�Œ���Œ���‰���]�Œ�]�v�P���À���Z�]���o���•���Á�]�š�Z���i�µ�Œ�Ç�r�Œ�]�P�P�������u���š���Œ�]���o�•�����v�����Á�]�š�Z�}�µ�š���u�}�����Œ�v���š�����Z�v�}�o�}�P�Ç�X

Myles Corcoran
�^�&�o���P�P���Œ�����•�š���Œ���_�W���^�t�����Á���Œ�����µ�v�����o�����š�}�����}�v�Ÿ�v�µ�����Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�����•���•�•�]�}�v�����µ�����š�}���o���µ�P�Z�š���Œ�����v�����o�}�•�•���}�(�������•�µ�]�š�����o����
�u�}�}�����(�}�Œ���Z�}�Œ�Œ�}�Œ�X�_���D�Ç���'�}���U���Z�}�Á�����}�µ�o�����Ç�}�µ���Œ�µ�v�����������u�‰���]�P�v���š�Z���š���Á���Ç�M�J���/�(���Á�������v���������•���•�•�]�}�v�•�����À���Œ�Ç���Ÿ�u����
�•�}�u���}�v�����š�}�o���������i�}�l�����P���u���•���Á�}�µ�o���v�[�š���o���•�š���í�ì���u�]�v�µ�š���•�X���/�š�[�•���Á�Z�Ç���/���(���o�š���Ç�}�µ���Á�}�µ�o���v�[�š���v���������Œ�µ�o���•���š�}����������
�Z�µ�u�}�Œ���š�}��Ghostbusters�W���D�}�•�š���W�����P�Œ�}�µ�‰�•�����Œ�����.�o�o�������Á�]�š�Z���W���š���Œ���s���v�l�u���v�•���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�����•�š���Œ�š�X

Patrick Riley
�/�v�š���Œ���•�Ÿ�v�P���.�v���]�v�P�•���Á�]�š�Z���î���ò�����v�������}�v�µ�•�����]�����X���/���Á�}�v�����Œ���]�(���š�Z���Œ���[�•���•�}�u�����u���š�Z���u���Ÿ�����o���o���Á�����š���Á�}�Œ�l�X���/�/�Z����
�]�(���Ç�}�µ���P���v���Œ���š�����š�Á�}���Œ���v���}�u�U�����}�v�Ÿ�v�µ�}�µ�•���v�µ�u�����Œ�•�������š�Á�����v���ì�����v�����í�U�����v�����š���l�����š�Z�����Z�]�P�Z���Œ���À���o�µ���U���š�Z����
���À���Œ���P�����]�•�������}�µ�š���X�ó�í�U���]�X���X�U���š�Z�����•�‹�µ���Œ�����Œ�}�}�š���}�(���X�ñ�X�������v���š�Z�]�•���������P���v���Œ���o�]�Ì���������v�������‰�‰�o�]�������š�}�����]�•���Œ���š�������]�•�š�Œ�]�r
���µ�Ÿ�}�v�•�M
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�/�����o�•�}���Á�}�Œ�l���Á�]�š�Z���'�}�}�P�o�����^�Z�����š�•���Á�Z���v���Á�}�Œ�l�]�v�P���}�µ�š�����]�������‰�Œ�}�������]�o�]�Ÿ���•�X�������š�µ���o�o�Ç�U���Ç�}�µ���~�}�Œ�����v�Ç�}�v�������o�•�����]�v��
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See you all next issue!
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Gaming Database Grumbles 

There are now 84 bundles in my game-bundles list, on 
its way to being a database as soon as I, sigh, learn 
how to datab ase. (Volunteers welcome, with the 
warning that I have attempted to drag in help sever al 
times, and this results in a few hours of discussio n as 
I try to explain the scope and background and it st alls 
out under the practical side of “how do I add new 
items” and “how do I se t up search/reports so I can 
review the stuff I have (and eas ily make 
additions/changes to individual items)? ”)  

My m ost recent large bundle (#83) is No ICE in 
Minnesota : itch.io/b/3484/no -ice-in-minnesota ; 1,439 
items for $10 – the largest charity bundle at itch.io 
since the original  Racial Justice Bundle in 2020. This 
one’s heavier on TTRPGs than that one was.  

Bundle 84 is AAA4 Fundraiser, which  is neither  a 
charity nor a shared -group bundle ; a few of my 
bundles are single-creator sales, and that’s what this 
is. I’ve been looking  at their magazine for a while and 
decided that $10 for �����R�I���W�K�H�P���Z�D�V���D���o�Q�H���S�U�L�F�H�� 
“Erotica in gaming ” is a topic that deserves more 
attention and I ’m glad they ’re talking about it, even if 
their focus i s video games. They also very much cover 
game writing , which is relevant to TTRPGs. 

Back to the database woes. I have a spreadsheet. 
Excel is not fond of complex s preadsheets with more 
than 15,000 rows. (I’m at about 20,000.) I am getting 
twitchy about making a database soon, because I ’m 
just barely in the r ange of “I could, actually, open 
every single item and collect data manually if need ed” 
and I will lose that soon. (I may need to. One of t he 
data-bits I don ’t have is “price,” because I got all of 

 

1  I have 12 main categories and most of them have subcategories. I 
am deeply, deeply annoyed that the “literature ” category is not 
limited to “�o�F�W�L�R�Q” and “�Q�R�Q�o�F�W�L�R�Q��” Nor “�o�F�W�L�R�Q��” “ �Q�R�Q�o�F�W�L�R�Q��” 
and “poetry.” Also I need to talk to someone who speaks Art to 

these in bundles so had no way to even collect the 
individual prices. But I should have those, when 
they’re available. Sometimes they’re not because the 
items have since been removed.)  

Two tabs: One with a list of bundles, which will 
import very neatly into MS Access (the closest thing 
to a database program I can operate), and one with a 
list of games/items, which needs to be split into 
multiple tables for best database functionality.  

I need one table of “All the unique items ” with 
info like URLs (game & creator), description, category 
(is this a video game, TTRPG, supplement, �o�F�W�L�R�Q��
ebook, sprites for your video games, an album, etc.1), 
and ideally, price & original tag set on itch, which I 
don’t have yet.  

I need another table of “which items are in which 
bundles?” because some are duplicated. Some are 
duplicated a lot; I think I have one that ’s in 12 
bundles; several are in 3-6 bundles. And I want that 
one to indicate the order of the items in the itch 
�E�X�Q�G�O�H���O�L�V�W�L�Q�J�������%�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q���E�H���X�V�H�I�X�O���L�Q���o�Q�G�L�Q�J��
them again, when weird stuff hap pens to them.) 

Complicating the process: Details change. The 
creator names can change, which also changes the 
game URL. Sometimes following the previous link 
works; sometimes it doesn ’t. The game title can 
change – most commonly, this is something like 
“added ‘(Classic)’ to the end ” or “removed ‘BETA 
VERSION’ now that it ’s complete.” But sometimes it ’s 
Um. It took �P�H���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���V�H�D�U�F�K�H�V���W�R���o�J�X�U�H���R�X�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��
game I �o�U�V�W downloaded as “How does that work, 
you're a bicycle” is now called “Metalepsis.”  

�o�J�X�U�H���R�X�W��how to sort/categorize  multiple types of art things.   
One of the categories is “other ” because “cross-stitch patterns” 
�G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���o�W���L�Q�W�R���D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�V�W�� 
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(How to tell it is the same game: The game 
bundle list now lists t his version instead of the other 
one. The URL may have changed, but it ’s still part of 
the bundle. �1�R�W���P�\���M�R�E���W�R���o�J�X�U�H���R�X�W���K�R�Z���L�W�F�K���W�U�D�F�N�V��
game IDs.)  

I eventually decided that I don’t need to track the 
history of changes and I can just update to whateve r 
the newest version is. (Entertaining changes like the 
aforementioned may deserve a blog post but they ’re 
not being kept in the database.) But I still  need a way 
to identify “I already have this game but it is listed 
under a different title/creator/description ” so I don ’t 
create a second listing for a game.  

TTRPG has three main categories: TTRPG, 
Adventure Module (labeled “T-Adventure”), and other 
TTRPG resources (labeled “T-Resources”). Adventure 
modules can include entire world settings, but many  
campaign settings wind  up under “resources” because 
they don ’�W���K�D�Y�H���V�S�H�F�L�o�F���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�V�����M�Xst maybe a list 
of adventure seeds/prompts. T-Resources also includes 
collections of NPCs, randomizers (li ke a polearm-
generator list ), maps, races & classes/playbooks for 
existing games, and essays and sometimes magazines. 
“Resources” is a broad category. 

Resources should have subcategories but 
currently doesn ’t, because I haven’t put any real time 
�L�Q�W�R���o�J�X�Uing out what they are. But they ’ll split nicely 
into some categories (as mentioned above) and 
probably need a catch-all “other ” as well. The biggiest 
issue is whether to use “categories” (one per item) or 
“tags” (multiple per item; more complex to set up.)  

TTRPG subcategories has a problem: What I ’m 
using currently is “solo/2-player/1-2 players/can be 
solo/gm-less” and then everything else. Those 
shouldn’t be �V�X�E�F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�H�V�����W�K�R�V�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���D���o�H�O�G���I�R�U��
# of players  ���R�U���U�D�W�K�H�U�����D���o�H�O�G���I�R�U���P�L�Q���S�O�D�\�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���D��
�o�H�O�G���I�R�U���P�D�[���S�O�D�\�H�U�V��, and GM-or-not, and is-GM-
optional. Subcategories should be… I dunno. Genre? 
Scope? I want to somehow mark  the difference 
between “this is a 350 page rulebook with a complex 
original system and a whole world at tached” and 
“this is a 2-page throwaway idea that would make a 
nice blog post to giggle over, and technically I gu ess 
you can call it a playable game.” (And that ’s before 
we get into “lyric games.” “ Lyric” �L�V���G�H�o�Q�L�W�H�O�\���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R��
be a subcategory once “solo” �J�H�W�V���V�K�X�I�p�H�G���R�I�I���L�Q�W�R���D��
�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���o�H�O�G�����E�X�W���U�L�J�K�W���Q�R�Z�����P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���O�\�U�L�F���J�D�P�H�V��
are solo games.) (Lyric ttrpgs : An art f orm with many 
traits common to TTR PGs. Something like poetry, 
often. Generally not intended to be played. If it is, the 
results are not intended to be “you go on adventures 
and tell stories of valour.”) 

This is a lyric game: 

 
I don’t own this one. It costs a whole dollar  on its 

own. I have not run out of other weird -looking game-
like things to explore. It ’s on the l ist to maybe pick up 
someday. 

Figuring out  TTRPG subcategories probably needs 
more than one brainstorming session with people 
who p lay multiple types of games. It ’s hard to even 
discuss the issue because if you haven ’t crawled 
through some of the TTRPG bundles on itch.io, you 
probably cannot imagine the scope of divers ity 
involved.  

…There was a whole game jam for 12-word 
TTRPGs. I have a small collection of TTRPGs that 
�L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H���o�U�H�������$�V���L�Q�����<�R�X���V�H�W���W�K�L�Q�J�V���R�Q���o�U�H���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I��
the game.) (Okay, it’s usually candles, sometimes just 
used for ambiance.) There are games designed to be 
played on Discord. There are games that are hacks of 
(“based on/ inspired by”) other games, that are hacks 
of other games, that  are hacks of other games. There 
�D�U�H���J�D�P�H�V���W�K�D�W���o�W���R�Q���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���F�D�U�G�V���R�U���E�R�R�N�P�D�U�N�V����
���7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���J�D�P�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�L�H���W�R���R�Q�H���V�S�H�F�L�o�F���E�R�R�N�������,�W���L�V��
very much not as simple as “�)�D�Q�W�D�V�\���6�F�L�o��Spy-Thriller/  
Superhero/Horror/ Paranormal Historical. ”  

…I might want a “genre” �o�H�O�G���D�V���Z�H�O�O�����E�X�W���W�K�H�U�H’s 
so many weird crossovers that I don’t know where to 
start. 

Anyway. Someday I will have a game-bundle 
database. In the meantime , the MN No -ICE bundle 
has been added to the Bundle Browser at 
https://randombundlegame.com/  (which is very nice, 
but does not contain the metadata I want).  

…Maybe next month I will �o�Q�G���W�L�P�H���W�R���J�R���L�Q�W�R��
�W�K�H���X�W�W�H�U���o�D�V�F�R���W�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���1�H�R�S�H�W�V���7�7�5�3�*����(Short 
version: The Kickstarter funded with nearl y half a 
million dollars. They released the beta version – and 
it ’s a barely reskinned variant of D&D 5e. Players are 
Not Happy. Also there was internal drama in the bet a 
release.)  
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Solo Play: Cage of Sand, part 2 

Game link: https://luciellaes.itch.io/cage-of-sand  

Setup recap 

Protagonist: Ace of Cups. Anni Joutsen. 
Setting: Queen of Cups. Oceanside town of 

Baysheer, in a high fantasy D&D -esque world.  
Time of year : Four of Wands. August. Late 

summer, harvest season, warm, sometimes very hot.  
Circumstances that bring the characters 

together: Ace of Wands. A Royal contest for artisans.  

Cast of Characters 

Protagonist: Anni Joutsen, embroidery artist  
1. Anton Kumala  (3 of Wands), a wealthy 

merchant, waiting for his ship to come in  
2. Sir Godfrey of the Ocean  (Knight of Cups) , a 

knight looking for smugglers and tax evasion 
3. Barigrotir “Bari” Bristlegrog  (the Emperor) , a 

dwarf judging the contest & selecting artisans 
4. Vamirelion (5 of Swords), elven former merc, 

exiled in disgrace; skilled woodworker  
5. Elenwen Crow (Wheel of Fortune) , priestess of 

the god of luck, runs games of chance  
6. Remi Longfoot  (7 of Swords), a hobbit thief & 

fake contestant with his knotwork  
7. Lady Linyive the Widow (6 of Wands), half-elf, a 

ranger who won accolades for arresting bandits 
8. Her Grace, Maritha of Heliot  (the Empress), 

duchess entering the contest with her tapestries  
9. Lady Phoebe (6 of Cups), her daughter, age 6 
10. Stregori Zrin (4 of Swords), a tapped-out mage 

looking for an apprentice while he recovers  

First Loop 

Act 1: Awakening 

Awake from a nightmare with recurring details  

Act 2: Interactions 
3 minor, 2 major  per loop. 1st loop: Remi, Maritha, 
Elenwen minor; Bari & Phoeb e major (the prompt 
cards have speci�o�F��game effects in addition to the 
card itself , and the interactions are more meaningful.) 

Inciting Event 

The Magician  — The opening ceremony of the arts 
pavilion the next morning . 

Act 3, The Turn (New stuff starts here.) 

�6�K�X�I�p�H���W�K�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���G�H�F�N��& draw 6 cards for the 
corpses you discover. Reveal 1-3 at a time and draw a 
prompt card for each discovery.  

�)�R�U���W�K�L�V���o�U�V�W���$�F�W���������,�j�P���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�Q���J�R�L�Q�J���V�O�R�Z��- 1, 1, 2, 
1, 1 - �,�j�P���D�V�V�X�P�L�Q�J���V�K�H���G�R�H�V�Q�j�W���o�Q�G���W�K�H���E�R�G�L�H�V���D�O�O��
together (save for the ones in the middle), and the  
�o�U�V�W���O�R�R�S���V�K�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���E�X�L�O�G�X�S��  

1st death: 4 of Swords , Stregori Zrin, the mage. 
Anni hasn't met him.  

Prompt card : 2 of Cups: "another character reacts 
strangely to the murder."  

Anni returns from a brief walk around the nearby 
�E�R�R�W�K�V���D�Q�G���o�Q�G�V���W�K�H���P�D�J�H�j�V���E�R�G�\���E�H�K�L�Q�G���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H��
duchess's tapestries. She almost trips over him, tr ying 
to move around behind Her Grace's booth and back 
into her own space; her foot catches on cloth, and 
�o�U�V�W���V�K�H���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���W�D�S�H�V�W�U�L�H�V���K�D�G���V�O�L�S�S�H�G����
but the color was wrong, and there was someone 
caught in the fabric, a bronze chalice of wine spil led 
near his open, unmoving hand -  

She shrieked. The noise caught the attention of Bar i 
Bristlegrog - and the duchess. 

Bari pulled Anni out of the way, frowned, and calle d 
over a couple of his assistants to help move the - 
Anni gulped - the body out of the pavilion. The 
Duchess glanced at him, sniffed, and said "must not  
have been much of a mage, if that's the best chalic e 
he could afford. Probably not even a poison drink, 
just bad metal." She turned back to her tapestries,  
shifting the ones on top again, so that visitors wh o'd 
been by before would see different ones if they 
passed by again. 

Bari knelt down, touched the wine, and sniffed it. 
���1�R�����L�W�j�V���S�R�L�V�R�Q�H�G�����,�j�O�O���Q�H�H�G���W�R���o�Q�G���R�X�W���Z�K�H�U�H���K�H���J�R�W��
�K�L�V���Z�L�Q�H�{�����K�H���V�W�R�R�G�����D�Q�G���W�D�O�N�H�G���E�U�L�H�p�\���W�R���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���R�I��
his assistants. 

"Mages," the duchess huffed. "Couldn't he have had 
the decency to fall somewhere else?" She looked 
annoyed at the crowd of Bari's assistants, who were  
now blocking viewers and visitors from seeing the 
displays in this area. 

Anni just stared at her, in shock. A man… a man died, 
�Q�R�W���o�Y�H���I�H�H�W���I�U�R�P���K�H�U���W�D�E�O�H�����D�Q�G���V�K�H���M�X�V�W�{���L�Q�V�X�O�W�V��
him? Anni gathers up her display items - it looks like 
this section will be shut down for a while - and walks 
away to think. She gets dinner before re turning to 
the pavilion, and is overwhelmed by the chatter and  
gossip. 
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Someone recognizes her as being from the same area 
where he was found, and she's barraged with 
questions. 

No, she didn't know him; had never met him.  

No, he wasn't stabbed; there was no blood. A small 
wine stain only.  

No, the Duchess didn't kill him; don't be ridiculou s. 

No, she didn't know when services would be held for  
him. 

No, she didn't know if anything had changed about 
the faire, or the contest.   

No, she didn't know who they should ask.   

�%�\���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���V�K�H���o�Q�L�V�K�H�G���K�H�U���P�H�D�O���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���U�H�D�G�\���W�R��
go home, she had a splitting headache. 

2nd Death: Six of Cups  - Lady Phoebe, Age 6 

Prompt card : The Tower – as a major arcana card, the 
murder is unusually gruesome, showy or ritualistic.  

(awww. I knew there'd be a problem with one of the 
characters being a small child. I'd forgotten this was 
an "everyone dies" time loop game.)  

Anni returns to the pavilion to see how things are 
going and whether the arts faire will be open in th e 
�P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�����6�K�H���o�Q�G�V���W�K�H���G�X�F�K�H�V�V���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�V�W��
people with her wares still on display; most have 
packed up and left, either for the night or altoget her. 

�%�D�U�L���D�Q�G���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���R�è�F�L�D�O�V���D�U�H���Q�R�Z�K�H�U�H���W�R���E�H���V�H�H�Q����
probably off talking with constables somewhere. A 
�I�H�Z���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�U�H���p�R�D�W�L�Q�J���D�U�R�X�Q�G�����O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H���D�U�W����
possibly trying to catch the lats bits of gossip be fore 
the pavilion closes for the evening. Anni cau tiously 
approaches the duchess, intending to ask if she 
knows if the faire will continue as usual tomorrow.  

She's startled when the duchess speaks to her. 

���<�R�X���W�K�H�U�H�����6�H�D�P�V�W�U�H�V�V�������V�K�H���V�D�\�V���D�E�U�X�S�W�O�\�� 

�$�Q�Q�L���F�X�U�W�V�H�\�V���G�H�H�S�O�\�������<�H�V�����<�R�X�U���*�U�D�F�H�"��  

���<�R�X���Z�H�U�H���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���3�K�R�H�E�H���H�D�U�O�L�H�U��- have you 
seen her?"  

Anni shakes her head, and looks around to see if she 
�V�S�R�W�V���K�H�U�������1�R�����<�R�X�U���*�U�D�F�H�����1�R�W���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J����
before… Before."  

The duchess looks around impatiently. "She can't 
�K�D�Y�H���J�R�Q�H���I�D�U�����*�R���o�Q�G���K�H�U����  

"M-me?"  

"Of course, you. She knows you. I can't leave my 
tapestries; obviously the guards in this place are 
worthless." 

She makes a 'go away' gesture, and Anni shrugs and 
starts looking around the pavilion.   

She doesn't see Phoebe in the walkways between the 
tables and art stands. Doesn't see her behind anyone's 
table, although Anni knows she can't fully see 
everything and a small child can hide in a small 
space.  

She makes a wide circle around the edge of the 
pavilion, stopping to look behind a large stack of 
boxes and crates. Several of them look big enough for 
a child to hide in, so Anni takes a closer look. As  she 
steps up to the boxes - stacked higher than her head - 
she thinks she sees Phoebe's shoe kicking from 
behind the middle of the stack; she must've climbed  
up higher than she could safely climb down from.  

She steps forward to take Phoebe's foot… and 
discovers it is not attached to Phoebe's leg. Anni is 
left holding a child's severed foot, bleeding, and she 
drops it in shock.She jumps back, jostling the othe r 
boxes, and they come crashing down, with Phoebe's 
arms and legs mixed in with the crates, her head 
�U�R�O�O�L�Q�J���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���p�R�R�U�����W�K�D�Q�N�I�X�O�O�\���Q�R�W���I�D�F�L�Q�J���$�Q�Q�L�� 

Anni starts screaming. The duchess rushes over to see 
why - and joins her, yelling "my baby, my baby" and 
"who did this?"   

Bari and his guards must not have been too far away , 
because they quickly appear. 

The duchess alternates between shrieks, sobs, and 
accusations. Anni backs away until she bumps into 
something (one of the poles supporting the pavilion ) 
and collapses to her knees, breathing heavily. 

After some time, one of the guards offers to walk h er 
home, and she accepts.  

3rd and 4th deaths: 5 of Swords; The Empress - 
Vamirelion & Lady Maritha. V has not yet made an 
appearance; Anni knows him, or at least knows who he 
is. 

Prompt card : The Hermit - another gory or ritualistic 
killing.  

Short description (it's late; I'm tired) - On the way 
�K�R�P�H�����$�Q�Q�L���D�Q�G���K�H�U���J�X�D�U�G���V�H�H���D���O�D�Q�W�H�U�Q���p�L�F�N�H�U�L�Q�J���L�Q��
the lone house on the hilltop, the one owned by the  
elf, far from any other buildings. It's odd, becaus e he 
doesn't use lanterns; his elvensight works late into 
the night. Anni doesn't know Vamirelion well 
(nobody does, really) but she's always admired his 
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craftsmanship. She's worried that maybe he's being 
robbed, so convinces the guard to accompany her to 
visit him.  

�:�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\���D�U�U�L�Y�H�����W�K�H�\���o�Q�G���K�L�P���D�Q�G���W�K�H���G�X�F�K�H�V�V��- 
who Anni saw, not long ago! Dismembered, chopped 
into pieces and strewn around the house, with most 
�R�I���9�D�P�L�U�H�O�L�R�Q�j�V���F�D�U�Y�L�Q�J�V���W�K�U�R�Z�Q���R�Q�W�R���W�K�H���p�R�R�U���D�Q�G��
many now stained with blood.   

Anni has a breakdown while the guard leaves her to 
fetch help.  

5th Death: Seven of Swords : Remi Longfoot, the 
hobbit 

Prompt Card : Two of Wand; Wands means the time 
or cause of death or the identity of the victim(s) is 
hidden 

�2�Q���K�H�U���Z�D�\���K�R�P�H�����K�R�S�L�Q�J���W�R���o�Q�D�O�O�\���J�H�W���V�R�P�H���V�O�H�H�S��
(knowing she'll have nightmares),  

(Or maybe the next morning?) She stumbles across 
the still, cold body of the little hobbit she met b efore 
the faire began. He looks almost peaceful, like sleep… 
but he's very dead. She can't see any marks on him, 
no sign of struggle, no bloody wounds, no s ign of 
poison. Just his body; his pouches are still tied t o his 
waist. He hasn't been robbed. 

6th Death: Knight of Pentacles  - Sir Godfrey of the 
Ocean 

Prompt card:  The Fool (more major arcana, more 
dismemberings. Sigh.) 

�6�K�H���o�Q�G�V���K�L�P���D�W���W�K�H���E�R�W�W�R�P���R�I���D���F�O�L�I�I���R�Y�H�U�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
ocean, and it would look like he fell, except his h ead, 
arms, and legs have been cut off but his clothing h as 
been sewn in a way that keeps the body parts 
together, his hat stitched with long thread to  the 
neck of his shirt to hold his head on.The blood has  
been washed away by the surf; his body is broken 
over rocks (and one leg is hanging weirdly loose, 
which is how she noticed the dismembering.)   

(Stop for the night, because I’m tired and obviously 
rather  rushing through these. Although that may be 
what ’s actually intended rather than the detailed 
descriptions with dialogue.  I am 750 words into a 
2000-ish word set of game rules.) 

Side note: This all takes forever. It takes 15-20 minutes 
to setup each session, because I don't have a table 
where I can leave the cards spread out for days, so 
they get packed away in the box between sessions. 
Then I have to unpack them and lay them out again 
to start, and remember which partial stacks were fo r 
what.  

IgTheme: City Building for Fun and 
Adventure 

I attempted to join “Septopolis” last September – 
a Bluesky prompt -month for “build a ttrpg city .” 
I dropped out about a week in; got behind and 
couldn’t catch up.   

I was trying to work on “capital city from my old 
(old old) D&D gameworld, ” the shared gameworld 
from my teen years. I d iscovered that 

1) Wow, we had a lot of very generic ideas about 
D&D cities. And cities in general. 

2) Also our capital city and the country had the 
same name (we had an in -joke about this but it 
doesn’t work for more serious worldbuilding) 

3) I was/we were missing a whole lot of details 
about “how the hell does this actually work? ” 

4) It was a lot of fun to create the history & 
background to match the (vague) details we 
had in the “present,” but it was really hard to 
do 1 per day. 

Septopolis prompt  list  (I got up to day 9 before 
dropping out  – September was busy for me.) 

1) Intro & Goals  
2) Purpose to Plot 
3) Inspiration Sources 
4) Geographical Location 
5) Natural Resources 
6) Natural Landmarks  
7) Reason for Establishment 
8) Founders 
9) Name and Origin 
10) Demographics 
11) Languages 
12) Attitudes, Beliefs, Values 
13) Technology or Magic 
14) Cuisine 
15) Religion 
16) Size & Shape 
17) Building Design 
18) Manmade Landmarks 
19) Economy 
20) Public Spaces/Third Places 
21) Of Interest to Outsiders  
22) Local Government Structure  
23) Crime 
24) Relationships with Neighbors 
25) Festivals/Public Holidays 
26) Unusual Activity 
27) Who’s Working Towards Change? 
28) Non-�7�H�[�W���,�W�H�P�����3�R�V�W�F�D�U�G�����p�\�H�U�����P�D�S�����H�W�F���� 
29) Shout Out to Someone Else 
30) Free Space 
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Example prompt: 

 

The Septopolis prompts/discussions are now 
�L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�\���K�D�U�G���W�R���o�Q�G�����*�R�R�J�O�H���G�R�H�V�Q’t turn them up 
(maybe bksy blocks Google?) and bksy’s internal 
search is terrible. The initial posts by the creator/host 
seem to be mostly gone. (The links I saved don’t 
work.) They’re still all around, and at some point I 
want to go round them all up & put them in a doc.   

Comments on E&A #8 

I will be reading most of #8 over the next  week or 
two. I had to send in my FAPA zine this month, and I 
�D�P���O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D���I�D�Q�o�F���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�R�P�R�U�U�R�Z 
(Escapade, which is in its 36 th year), so I haven’t had 
as much time as I ’d like to read & co mment . 

An Unlooked For Zine #7 – Lisa Padol 

Both the Wanderhome and Pirate Flag games are not 
currently running. Wanderhome hit “we’re kinda 
enjoying this but it ’s… not really going anywhere?” 
and two of our regulars weren ’t into it, so it ’s shelved 
as “we can pick this up between other games later. ” 

Pirate Flags is on hold because one of our (four) 
people is currently unavailable.  

They’re both Belonging-Outside-Belonging games, 
wh ich are roughly  based on PBTA games; the 
structure is about the same, with tokens instead of  
dice.  

I’ve looked for playthroughs of GMless games, 
and they were less GMless than I’d hoped. (I did not 
look extensively and I may try again.)  

Twisting the Rope #8 – Myles Corcoran  

I host the current version of the Glitch wiki 
(https://glitchen.org/w/Main_Page) although it ’s got 
weird issues and sometimes won ’�W���O�R�D�G�����,���Q�H�H�G���W�R���o�Q�G��
my login info and make some adjustments. (Like. It ’d 
be nice to be able to activate accounts again. We 
turned that off to avoid the spambots.)  

I got up to about 20 locations in my “Explore Ur 
in Wanderhome” writ eups, and I may go back to add 
more. (I had to add ports. Glitch didn ’t have ports, 

but obviously  we are jumping around between 
islands and probably not swimming between Groddle 
and the Firebogs, so…)  

It’ d be nice to write up a coherent world -space 
usable for Wanderhome. I am hampered by the lack  
of a high -resolution map of Ur. A real artist could 
take the region maps, remove the streets, and patch  
them together. I am not that artist.  I pieced together 
something from the “Soundscapes of Ur” soundtrack 
art , but I really wish we had a  higher-res version of 
the extended world map.  

The Dragon’s Beard #93 – Patrick Zoch  

Re gaining XP by investing: We’re all waiting for the 
newest edition of Pa pers & Paychecks, with  “ INVEST! 
The �2�è�F�L�D�O��Stock Market Expansion.” 

Traveller PBEM: Plankwell, Ch 53 – 
Vassilakos, Collinson, and Rader 

Apparently everyone loves the bureaucrocs. I will 
�K�D�Y�H���W�R���o�Q�G���Z�D�\�V���W�R���G�U�D�J���W�K�H�P���L�Q�W�R���R�W�K�H�U���J�D�P�H�V���� 

Everyone else 

RAEBNC. Or will read & expect to enjoy but no 
comments at this time.  

Game Jam: Go Weave a Basket 

https://itch.io/jam/go- weave-a-basket  

There’s a month  and a half left; make a TTRPG (or 
TTRPG-something) inspired by Ne opets, because we 
can do better than adding 5e combat to Neopets. 

The purpose of this jam is to design a tabletop 
roleplaying game inspired in some part by 
Neopets—the world, the game, the memories, or 
just the vibe. Games of any size or completion 
level are allowed, including hacks, one-pagers, 
ashcans, WIPs, or sprawling systems. If you want 
to use this jam as an excuse to pick a WIP back 
up, be my guest. While I have no intention to be 
coy, depending on how much you respect 
copyright and/or fear a DMCA, you can make 
your game explicitly based upon Neopets, name 
and all, or otherwise choose to make something 
only inspired by Neopets.  

…I am making a Fate Accelerated variant. Core stats:  
Gather; Risk; Explore; Solve; Conquer; Charm… this 
gives us the helpful abbreviation of GRESCoCh. 
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Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 99

Adventurers

Ambros, cleric level 4. Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Foxglove, thief level 4. A willowy hu-
man, long hair ties in a pony tail,
looks a bit dangerous and dainty at
the same time.

Darius , cleric level 4. Follower of
Dacron, God of Craftsmen.

Rorik , �ghter level 3. A �ghter.

Tarkus the Promising , cleric level 3.
Follower of Bachontoi, God of Red
Wisdom.

Beorg the Gravedigger, �ghter level
3. Inspired to adventure after burying
several adventurers.

Happy, hal�ing level 3 . Short, very
happy looking hal�ing. Hair covers
his eyes and he is nothing but smiles.

Meadowlark 12th, Waterday

“Round of drinks for everyone!” Am-
bros announced to loud cheers of
Hog's Head inn patrons—a motley
assortment of local miners, villagers,
and seven adventurers.

The party arrived at Ironburg earlier
today, fetching a ride on a river barge
from Hara. This small hamlet owes
its existence to the local iron mine as
well as great Wizard Crus whom had
driven a vampire from the local tower.

“Uh-oh, do you remember the locals
mentioning vampires? And Tagoler
just hand-waving that as empty ru-
mours?”

Either way, the party was here to
speak to the Wizard, for they were led
to believe Old Crus might know more
about the skull-adorned weapons they
had recovered from a dungeon atop
the Midnight Goddess Hills.

Given that his tower was roughly a
mile away from Ironburg, adventur-
ers decided to have a good night's rest
before seeking audience. No doubt
the man would be demanding.

Meadowlark 13th, Earthday

“What?! What?! Can't you give old
man time to come?!”

Old creaky voice shouted from the
other side of large double doors. Rorik
just knocked the second time on them,
after waiting for ten or so minutes.

“Who are you? What do you want?!”
the voice continued.

Rorik and Ambros spoke in turns, go-
ing to great lengths to appear both
polite and capable.

“Adventurers?! List your names, pro-
fessions, and accomplishments!” the
voice demanded.

Now all had to speak, in turns. Alas,
two failed to say anything, prompting
the Wizard on the other side of the
doors to bang his head in frustration.

“How could I help someone who can't
even follow the simplest of instruc-
tions!”

Stragglers quickly introduced them-
selves as well.

Doors slowly creaked open. An old
man with long gray beard, weathered
face, and bushy eyebrows squinted at
the party. He was dressed in silk robe,
and was holding an exquisite wooden
staff.

He scanned the men in front of him.

“Which one of you said he was
tested by Bachontoi and given another
chance at life?”

“That'd be me!” Tarkus perked up
proudly.

“Good, good. Temple of Greed, now
that's a Bachontoi classic.”

“I never said it was a Temple of
Greed.” Tarkus raised his eyebrow.

“Those who know, know.”

Old man turned around, and slowly
walked into a great round chamber,
obviously serving as both kitchen and
common chambers. Although he
hasn't waved the visitors in, he also
hasn't closed the doors.

Adventurers followed cautiously.
Then they stood until the old man sat
in chair. Only then did they join him
around large wooden table.

“Now, how can Old Crus help you,
young adventurers?”

Once again, Rorik and Ambros took
the lead, with Darius, Tarkus, and Be-
org interjecting here and there. Crus
would interrupt the conversation from
time to time and inquire more about
speci�c individual's accomplishments.

For example, he cut Ambros off and
demanded to know more about his
dungeoneering experience. “Every-
thing you said is very abstract! Speak
in speci�c details!” he'd demand. Con-
versation was long and arduous, go-
ing for hours. Partly because Crus
was a slow speaker, partly because he
would take long breaks between ques-
tions, and partly because he would
doze off here and there.

2
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But it was all well worth it, for ad-
venturers learned a great deal about
the dangers they are facing. First, the
creatures they fought at the spider
farm are most likely shadow goblins.
These were creatures from deep, deep
darkness, and it was uncommon to
encounter them on the surface. Crus
would like their little bodies, dead or
alive.

Second, the four-armed spiderfolk
they encountered are a slave race of
deep, pale elves. They too are rarely
seen so close to the surface, so what-
ever is driving them up must be some-
thing truly fascinating. Crus would
like their little bodies too, dead or
alive.

“I'm the greatest scholar of Woelands
in the Wilderlands!”

Third, judging by the weapons they
have recovered, Crus believes it is a
long forgotten temple built as a sort of
prison for a powerful artefact called
Foundingstone. When Rt was formed
seven unnamed gods stole fragments
of its virgin stone crust. Imbued with
cosmic powers and gift of life, these
stone fragments are capable of mate-
rialising dreams of anyone touching
it. Foundingstone is one of such frag-
ments. Alas, this one has been per-
verted and abused to such extent that
it only spews forth nightmares and
horrors of those that surround it. It
was buried deep, deep underground.
Crus would like a piece of it, or at
least a drawing, as well as drawings
of the whole complex.

“Hey, one day you might be great ad-
venturers too!”

Fourth, the “glowing hunters” should
be perfectly killable. “Just don't get
entangled in their webs. They are
sticky, and will melt your �esh away.
Oh and they will paralyse you. But
you will still feel everything. But you
won't be able to scream. Just don't
get entangled and you'll be �ne.” Crus
would like their medium-sized bodies
too, dead or alive.

Armed with all this new knowledge,
as well as potential of a new, power-
ful ally, the adventurers set out and
headed back to the dungeon.

Meadowlark 16th, Airday

“Blue haze is back. . . ”

Investigating the entry chamber con-
�rmed that the cloaks jamming
dragon's nostrils have been removed,
�lling the chamber with blue mist
spewing out of them. Spiderman's
corpse was also removed.

Tarkus nearly fell into a pit trap, saved
only by his colleagues who had been
here before. And good save was it, for
this pit also had spikes in it.

The party tied a rope around the south
door's handle, and pulled it open with
ease. Then they anchored an im-
provised rope-rail along the wall, so
they had something to hold to as they
passed around the open pit trap.

They found themselves in a long corri-
dor, darkness on both sides. Straight
across them were stone doors. Lis-
tening revealed nothing. Forcing
them open revealed another dark cor-
ridor. Up ahead was rubble and debris.
Wooden doors �anked the entrance.
One were slightly ajar. Sickly green
light emanated from the room behind.

Peeking in revealed a chamber with
strings of greenish glowing rope.
Happy put his big boys pants on, and
walked in con�dently.

Nothing.

Empty chamber, bathed in sickly
green light from the webbing. But
there was plenty of space to move
freely. So Happy went through
the archway into another illuminated
chamber.

Nothing.

Except bloated wooden doors on the
west wall. Party assumed battle forma-
tion. A rope was tied around the han-
dle. A burning oil �ask was prepared.
Doors were pulled open with great

force. Flask was chucked. Weapons
were drawn.

Nothing.

Peeking out revealed yet another cor-
ridor. A junction was to their right,
two doors to their left, and one doors
just across them.

“Wait. . . ”

Foxglove picked up on a mix of click-
ing and clucking sounds.

Listening attentively, he realised they
were coming from one of the two
doors to their left. The ones that were
slightly ajar that is.

The party slowly approached, ready
for violence.

Now they could also hear �apping
sounds.

Bursting the doors open revealed a
chamber full of ridiculous creatures
that were a mix of a spider, pigeon,
and hen. Their bodies were approxi-
mately cat-sized, and they were �ap-
ping around chaotically, creating a
confusing mess.

Adventurers stepped in and hacked
them without mercy.

In last ditch attempt, few surviving
monsters dive bombed two adventur-
ers, covering them in webs. Alas, in
doing so the monsters became easy
targets for the remaining party mem-
bers, and were brie�y dealt with.

Investigating the room uncovered two
dwar�sh corpses in advanced stage
of decomposition. Both had their rib
cages wide open, and looked like they
were nibbled from the inside.

Foxglove found a skull-topped scroll
case made of bone. He opened it and
read the scroll inside. It was a bit dif-
�cult to read since it was scribbled in
Auld Common. Lo and behold, it was
a scroll of Protection from Evil.

Will the party resume their hunt?

Or will they become the hunted?
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Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 100

Adventurers

Ambros, cleric level 4. Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Foxglove, thief level 4. A willowy hu-
man, long hair ties in a pony tail,
looks a bit dangerous and dainty at
the same time.

Darius , cleric level 4. Follower of
Dacron, God of Craftsmen.

Rorik , �ghter level 3. A �ghter.

Bairstowbury the Chaotic , hal�ing
level 1. Remarkably muscular for a
hal�ing.

Centuria , elf level 1. An academic elf
fond of teasing those of lower status.

Meadowlark 16th, Airday

“Get me out of this mess!”

The party had just slain a dozen
spider-hen-pigeon-cat mutants. Two
of the adventurers get tangled up in
the webs, but without any opposi-
tion, they were soon out. Tarkus, Be-
org, and Happy stuffed three mon-
ster corpses in a sack and went to the
surface to rest and wait for others to
come out. Bairstowbury and Centuria,
the new recruit, switched with them
and joined the party in the dungeon.

“Let's head up north to ensure noth-
ing comes from behind. Also, there
might be a loop leading to the lair of
the spider-folk.”

Hundred feet long corridor was
�anked by several empty rooms. One
was completely barren, one had tat-
tered remains of glowing rope, and
one had a weathered, cracked, and
faded fresco of skull biting a stone in
the shape of in�nity symbol.

There were also two unicorn statues,
each in its respective alcove. First
they encountered had broken off horn
and front left leg. Second was in-
tact, and if Foxglove was correct, its
horn looked like it could be rotated.
A human male corpse was balled up
in cowering position, sitting behind
the second statue. The man looked
youthful, even in his death. Ignoring
the bright red cracked lips, taut, de-
hydrated look, and rigor mortis, that
is.

With the help of divine magic, Dar-
ius discovered that the ceiling of the
alcove is trapped. The party swiftly
backed out, and then backtracked to
the chamber with blue mist. From
there they followed the long corridor
east, taking two right and one left
turn. They passed three doors, all
emanating sickly green light. Two of
them were brighter than the rest.

Adventurers arranged themselves in
front of the �rst bright doors.
Bairstowbury stepped forth, as the
strongest of the six, and pulled on the
doors. The party was almost blinded
by the light—whole chamber was full
of glowing webs. There was suf�cient
space alongside the �oor, but humans
would have to crawl.

Human corpse was suspended from
the ceiling, its huge, bloated belly sag-
ging downwards. Its face was taut, as
if something or someone had pulled it
over the cheekbones. It was a frozen
image of excruciating pain. Man's
teeth were crooked and his hair was

thin. Glowing webs had melted the
�esh away and were tightly wrapped
around the exposed bones.

Something moved in the darkness.

Bairstowbury slammed the doors
shut.

Something forced the doors open.

A large, spider-like creature was hang-
ing upside down from the web. It
had six spider appendages, as well as
a pair of deformed human legs and
arms hanging from its thorax. It's
head was a misshapen atrocity of hu-
man face drawn over insectoid shape.

Ensuing scuf�e was brief and vi-
olent. The monster bit Foxglove,
injecting him with vicious wasting
venom. Adventurers discovered that
creature was partly incorporeal, as
their weapons passed right through
its body. Rorik was able to strike it
though, using a blade with skull in the
pommel, which they recovered ear-
lier in this dungeon. Ambros, in mo-
ment of desperation—or inspiration—
called upon his deity to banish the
monster.

It worked! to surprise of everyone
involved.

“Very interesting.” Darius muttered,
stroking his chin.

Mutant spider crawled up the wall,
on the ceiling, and �ed. But not be-
fore the party cut off three of its limbs
and caused signi�cant damage to it.
Bairstowbury quickly stowed the ap-
pendages in his sack.
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“Remember how they said these
monsters procreate by inseminating
corpses? Maybe we should hack that
one up?”

Without volunteer to enter the cham-
ber, the party decided to resort to true
and tested method of burning every-
thing. They oiled the bloated corpse
and then set it on �re. Flesh caught
�re, but webs remained intact.

Rorik observed, sword pulled out,
ready to hack down any horror that
might emerge.

The corpse burst open, spilling forth
black ichor. A black mass with thin,
long appendages fell to the ground,
twitching and thrashing about chaoti-
cally. It burned away and melted into
an oily slick, seeping into the ground
through the cracks in the �agstone.

As this was happening, all but Dar-
ius, heard a loud shrill. So loud and
so protracted that it felt like someone
had driven a knife straight into their
brain. The pain was such that think-
ing and acting was nearly impossible;

even mere orientation and moving in
the desired direction took signi�cant
effort.

Darius the Piper went to considerable
lengths to ensure his colleagues exit
the dungeon safely. He had to herd
them like sheep, instruct them like
little kids, and, eventually, just lead
them by the rope. But he got them
out intact.

“Let's go to Hara and rest there. That's
where the home is.”
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Longrass 1st, Airday

“Your sick friends must drink clean wa-
ter and eat nothing but fresh fruits
and vegetables. Strict bed rest is in or-
der. No adventuring nor lollygagging
about town.”

Such was the advice given to Hagar
by the priest of Poseidon. Foxglove
was still alive, but barely looking like
it since the bite.

Rorik, Darius, Bairstowbury, and Cen-
turia collected the monster remains
and set off to Ironburg via river barge.
They wanted to share all the new in-
formation with Old Crus.

Hagar and others remained in Hara.
Dwarven hero was considered to be
the de facto leader of this adventuring
party—or at least that's how people
of Hara had seen him.

Longrass 5th, Spiritday

Hagar �nally managed to commission
master sculptor Dragespius of Onhir.
They agreed on 25 feet tall marble
statue, to be made in Ahyf, facing the
sea. Details to be arranged, as well as
payment of 3 125 gold pieces.

Rorik, Darius, Bairstowbury, and Cen-
turia had returned from their meeting
with Crus.

They learned that spider-hen
chimeras are called webbirds, and
are basically bred for food by the
creatures of the Woelands. They were
also frustrated at the other informa-
tion shared by him, considering it to
be vapid academic bloviation of little
practical application.

Rorik shared with him hand drawn
map of the explored area. In fact,
Rorik was the only one of the adven-
turers that Crus had shown any re-
mote sign of affection for.

“One day, one day, you will be a great
adventurer. Just you keep listening
to me. As you grow in power I will
reveal new things to you. Trust me,
trust me. One day! But not today!”

Full party was now reunited in Hara.

Fresh mercenaries begun trickling in.
The word must have spread.

After all, war breeds war.
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Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 101

Adventurers

Hagar the Hewer , dwarf level 4. Imag-
ine Conan as dwarf.

Ambros, cleric level 5. Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Foxglove, thief level 4. A willowy hu-
man, long hair ties in a pony tail,
looks a bit dangerous and dainty at
the same time.

Darius , cleric level 4. Follower of
Dacron, God of Craftsmen.

Rorik , �ghter level 3. A �ghter.

Riker, magic-user level 2. A magic-
user seeking glory or death.

Longrass 11th, Airday

Following a day-long deliberation on
what to do that will take less than ten
days in total, the party had decided to
revisit a ruined tower some ten miles
south-west of Hara.

The one where they recovered valu-
able silver orbs from.

The one where they lost one entire
party.

Spending a full watch scouting the
surroundings for any changes, the ad-
venturers determined nothing much
changed. And thus they descended
down.

Hagar took the lead since he had been
here before. They went through the
secret passageway under the stairs,
then left in the pendulum room, and
then through north-west doors. From
there they went forth, left, and then
right.

“Locked. Can't �nd the mechanism!”

Foxglove played with stone doors pre-
venting their further progress. It had
three holes, each in different shape: a
�ve-point star, a six-point star, and an
equilateral triangle.

They backtracked and moved into an
unexplored corridor, then right turn,
then more than hundred feet forward,
left turn, and then through stone
doors into a mostly empty chamber.
A set of rusted bear traps were piled
in one corner. Some were open, some
were closed.

Finding nothing of value they pro-
ceeded through south doors, and
down another long corridor. Alas, the
moment they turned into the corridor
a sliding stone slab prevented their
return.

“I don't understand this dungeon. Is
this to prevent something from com-
ing out? Or us from retreating?” one
of the adventurers wondered.

“Step aside, I'll smash it.” Hagar
stepped forth with a sledgehammer.

An hour later and all he had to show
was a �ngernail-sized chip.

“I guess we head down the corridor
then!”

Another hundred or so feet, a left
turn, and stone doors, and the party
entered another chamber. This one
was peculiar since it had a long stone
bench running along north, west, and
south wall. The bench was low, and
comfortable for dwarf to sit on. It had
no legs and underneath was nothing
but empty clearance. It felt pleasant
to the bum.

South-east doors led into a large cir-
cular chamber with a swirling pattern
carved into the �oor. Grooves were
obvious even to non-dwarves.

“Uh-huh, this is a trap.”

Foxglove went in by himself, tied with
a rope, and carefully explored every-
thing. Alas, nothing much. Unwilling
to risk �nding out what the trap might
be, the party backtracked into trapped
corridor and spent signi�cant time in-
vestigating every portion of wall. Alas,
nothing.

Once the full party entered the round
chamber the ground shook and spi-
ral fell down, turning the �oor into
a downward slide. Ready for this,
the party tumbled in a relatively con-
trolled manner.

Lighting up extinguished torches, the
party scanned the chamber they fell
into. It was a similar circular cham-
ber like the one they were moments
ago. Stone doors were to south, and
open archway to north. They chose
the latter direction.

Navigating the maze-like corridors led
them to portcullis with loud snoring,
a direction which was immediately
abandoned. Moving opposite, down
the corridor led to two dead ends.

The north one had a skeleton pinned
to the wall. What they though to be
javelins turned out to be long iron
quills.

Foxglove plundered the skeleton's
sack for some gems, and coins.

Peeking into a chamber �lled with
skeletons was suf�cient to shut the
doors and abandon that route as well.
Backtracking the maze and following
northern route led the party to stone
doors �anked with holes, another ob-
vious trap.

Adventurers triggered the trap with
tenfoot pole, forcing �ve spears to
launch out of the wall. Then they used
the grappling hook with rope to bend
each one of them.

Following that Hagar and Rorik forced
the doors open. Alas, Rorik failed to
synchronise with the beefy dwarf, and
went straight through open doors. He
stepped on the trap on the other side
of the door, and triggered it.

He evaded two spears, de�ected one,
and got cut by two.

7



Overlord's Annals � Volume 5 � Issue 3 � March 2026

The chamber had several human-
sized skeletons laying on the ground,
all facing down. Many had broken
bones. The �oor was full of small
holes.

“Rorik! Rorik! We'll get to you!”

The �ghter leaned back, making sure
he doesn't step further into the cham-
ber. Five iron spears just behind his
back prevented his exit.

“Come on! Pull!”

Bending each spear took around ten
minutes.

They could see Rorik sit down.

“Pull! Pull! We are coming for you!
Hold in there!”

Rorik could feel his blood burn.

Rorik could feel his �esh ache.

Rorik could feel his heart racing.

Until Rorik could feel no more.

Darius closed the warrior's eyes.

And then two freshly recruited men-
at-arms were turned into corpse
porters.

Backtracking once more, the part re-
treated into the round chamber. There
they camped and rested as long as it
took six torches to burn.

Longrass 12th, Waterday

The adventurers now explored east-
ern set of corridors. Bunch of dead

ends, one with gas trap that left
Darius and Riker injured, and one
hireling dead. The last one was left
behind.

“How about we check the south
doors?”

This led them into a �ve hundred feet
long winding corridor. They passed
one dead end with robed corpse grip-
ping a staff. Naturally they took the
staff. The corridor terminated with an
archway opening up in a wide cham-
ber.

Three corpses with blast marked were
prostrated on the �oor. These ones ac-
tually had some �esh on them, unlike
ancient skeletons they had found thus
far.

“Careful there. . . ”

Will the party manage to escape this
time?

Or will they suffer the same fate as
the party that went missing?

Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 102

Adventurers

Hagar the Hewer , dwarf level 4. Imag-
ine Conan as dwarf.

Ambros, cleric level 5. Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Foxglove, thief level 4. A willowy hu-
man, long hair ties in a pony tail,
looks a bit dangerous and dainty at
the same time.

Darius , cleric level 4. Follower of
Dacron, God of Craftsmen.

Riker, magic-user level 2. A magic-
user seeking glory or death.

Araggouk, dwarf level 1. A skinny
dwarf with patches of hair lost from
stress.

Longrass 12th, Waterday

“They look like they've been murdered
by Magic Missile or similar. . . ”

Three rotting corpses with blast-
marks lied prostrate in the chamber
ahead of the party. The one to the
right laid on its back, arms as if to pro-
tect the face. Said face was missing
as well as its palms. The one straight
ahead was lying on its left side, facing
the party. Left side of the head was
blasted, and right side was torn open,
exposing festering �esh and broken
ribcage. The one to the left was on its
belly, and had a gaping hole instead
of an abdomen.

The adventurers did not fall for the ob-
vious trap. Whatever they threw into
the chamber was immediately blasted
to pieces by rapidly �ying glowing
orbs.

They would �ash on impact, destroy-
ing whatever they hit. Ingenious com-
bination of torch on a tenfoot pole
and judicious use of Find Traps spell,
the party had identi�ed four �oating
silver spheres, one in each corner of
the room.

Shooting them yielded no result. The
party reasoned there must be some
sort of pattern one has to follow in
order to cross the chamber safely.
So they picked up Rorik's corpse—
carried by the sole surviving hireling—
and chucked it on a square in front of
them. Rorik was blasted and reduce
to half of what he used to be. Spheres
rotated and retracted into the ceiling.

“I think they are recharging! We
should just run!”

“No, let's take it slow, maybe this is
another trick.”
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With that they picked Rorik's remains
and threw him forward once more.

Nothing.

The �ghter served in death as much
as he did in life.

“Run!”

Darting through north-east doors led
the party into another corridor maze.

There they found foul and soiled
dwarf named Araggouk. Unfortunate
soul got lost in the dungeon more
than a week ago.

He holed up in one of the dead ends
and was biding his time until the res-
cue party arrived.

Reinforced by the smelly dwarf, ad-
venturers explored the winding corri-
dors. One route took them to suspi-
cious elevated platforms.
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Roughly forming the shape of three
broad stairs, a stone chest was rest-
ing atop the �nal one. It was �anked
by two stone heads some ten feet
above the ground. Both were roughly
reptilian shaped, with fanged mouth
stretched agape.

Thorough investigation revealed no
visible traps, or rather triggers. Af-
ter all, it was obvious even to the
least experienced in the party that this
chest must be trapped. Some horrors
will surely come out of the gargoyle
heads!

Araggouk successfully convinced oth-
ers to help him open the stone chest,
for he was too weak to lift the stone
lid all by himself. Foxglove stepped
forth sel�essly.

Oh, how wonderful its contents were!
Thousands of shiny gold and silver
coins! And two �st sized jewels rest-
ing on top of the pile!

Alas, their wonder was cut short by
two snakes the fell down their necks
from above. By the time Riker had
�nished casting Sleep, Foxglove was
bitten twice. Araggouk's skin had
proven too thick, or too nasty even
for a snake.

Ambros ran to the thief, looking for
ways to help. He knew damn well
what needs to be done. He was woe-
fully aware of his inability to cast mir-
acles like Bishops of his order. Fox-
glove went pale, and then collapsed
into cleric's arms.

“The pulse is still there, but weak. . . ”

Tiberias was upgraded from corpse-
porter to almost-dead-porter. He ap-
proved of that and was happy to of-
�oad Rorik's mutilated corpse to Riker.
Adventurers snatched the gems and
continued seeking exit.

Avoiding traps, they reached a large
rectangular chamber. In fact, it was
so large it took them good time just to
walk it. Dwarves marvelled at its geo-
metrically perfect lines. Moving on,
the adventurers correctly identi�ed
and avoided two more traps, lifted

a portcullis and reached stairs lead-
ing up. “I don't believe it. . . ” Darius
mouthed, dejected.

Indeed, the party spirit was so low
that they even debated if they'd take
the stairs leading up or continue look-
ing elsewhere.

Courage prevailed and they went up.
And up. And up. Finally they ran
into a t-shaped junction. To their right
were closed stone doors and portcullis
to the left. Behind the doors was
an empty chamber with nothing but
large mask carved in the east wall. Its
smiling mouth was wide open, pre-
senting an inviting darkness.

The invitation was not accepted by
any of the adventurers.

Raising portcullis led them into a
square chamber with doors in the
south-west corner. That in turn led
into a wide chamber with new doors
to interact with. Opening north doors
led into a hexagonal chamber with
low stone column in the center. On it
stood a stone vessel with an opening
on top.

Ambros, desperate to save the thief,
took the vessel and brought it to Fox-
glove's lips.

“No, stop!”

Hagar prevented a possible tragedy,
for the liquid seemed like mercury
and not some antidote or similar help-
ful concoction.

Darius and Ambros studied the vessel,
liquid, and pillar. It is possible that
this is a divine mercury used in bar-
barian rituals to summon a god. The
diviner would be granted a single sim-
ple question, that deity would answer
with a word or phrase if they felt gen-
erous, or simple yes or no if they felt
neutral. And better run for your life
should they be in ill mood.

Feeling tiredness setting in their mus-
cles and bones, the party retreated
into an adjoining chamber. Three
strong men were needed to lift the
portcullis.

Riker placed a glass vial so it shatters
in case someone or something lifts it
while the party rests.

Longrass 13th, Earthday

Relatively well rested, the party re-
turned to the hexagonal chamber. The
room had three egresses: stone doors
to the south, portcullis to the west,
and framed stone slab to the north.
The last one was interesting because
it looked like regular stone doors from
afar, but once up close it was nothing
but a stone slab framed as doors.

With thorough investigation, the
dwarves surmised the slab ought to be
pushed. Doing so revealed two rect-
angular openings on the sides; one to
the left and one to the right. Hagar
remembered similar mechanism else-
where in this dungeon. Last time they
opened it by placing a palm in each
of the openings. So they did the same
this time. And it worked!

The chamber was stained yellow;
�lthy yellow. Sticky gas rolled around
it; driving the adventurers to tears.
Four disgusting abominations stood
in the center of the chamber. They
had fat, rotund bodies, and comically
long, spindly arms and legs. Their
head were nothing but folds of fat
with slobbering jaws.

Whatever these creatures were, the
party had surprised them. Tired and
suffering sofuckitis, the adventurers
charged the monsters head on. Yel-
low demons responded by beating on
their fat bellies, causing an unpleas-
ant cacophony and releasing yellow
gas.

Hagar, Ambros, and Araggouk cut into
two of them, slashing and smashing.
Monsters oozed yellow pus. They
cried and banged their bellies, and
created so much fog that one couldn't
see further than their own nose.

And then the noise stopped.

Blinded and nauseous, the party
braced themselves for whatever is
about to come next.
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Exedra
Comments and responses to previous issues of Ever & Anon.

E&A 6

RE: Reddened Stars number 4 /
John Redden Thank you, John!
That'd be an apt song for some of the
sessions for sure.

RE: Bugbears & Ballyhoo #44 /
Gabriel Roark Castilho has some
great pieces—I got it by supporting
their Ink Potion Studios. I recommend
checking them out; great stockart. A
lot of people stress about Raise Dead,
Reincarnation, Wish, etc. I don't, be-
cause I know my players will �nd
ways to re-deaden their characters.

RE: An Unlooked For Zine #5 /
Lisa Padol All the scrolls with Raise
Dead spell have so far been recovered
from various dungeons and ruins. I
don't mind players leveraging their
wealth. It just happens to be that
places where they go usually don't
care about coin that much.

RE: Accidental Recall #5 / Joshua
Kronengold Your observation is ac-
curate. There was a brief moment
when most of the active players were
more into heroics and doing the right
thing.

RE: Traveller Play-By-Email / Jim
Vassilakos & Timothy Collinson
Thank you both!

E&A 7

RE: Firedrake's Hoard Number 5 /
Roger BW I try to be �exible. Some-
times it is easy to work characters in
and out. Our operating assumptions
is that will be possible. I always give
heads up when that is not possible.
I also warn people if they want to
parachute character into action that
is likely to end with many dead.

RE: Reddened Stars number 5 /
John Redden I hope you �nd them
worth your time!

RE: The Phoenix Nest / Michael
Cule Interesting work �ow, thank
you for sharing.

RE: An Unlooked For Zine #6 / Lisa
Padol From top of mind, here are
some things I do differently with big
groups:

– Depending on how big the
group is, I might divide them
into teams. When I need a deci-
sion I tell each team they have
a minute or two to discuss and
then report their plan.

– Rapid resolution to creative so-
lutions. I try to avoid "mother-
may-I" and negotiations about
what could be done to improve
the odds by 1–3%. Instead I
outright say what could be au-
tomatically be achieved or state
the odds on 2d6 (I default to
"beat an 8" inspired by classic
Traveller and then modify for
creativity and gear).

– No-roll initiative. Keeps every-
thing going fast. I am using at-
tribute score ranks from OD&D.

– Everybody rolls their own stuff.
If we are in combat you roll your
to hit and damage, report the
former to me, and I tell you if
you hit, in which case you report
the latter roll to me as well.

– No fuss deaths. Your character
died? Here is a new one, just ex-
iting from the insides of the pur-
ple worm that killed you. Let's
keep rolling!

– High-energy pace. I "activate"
players every in-game turn, dis-
cussion, and decision. Doesn't
matter if their decision is "keep
doing X," what matters is that
they are active and involved.

– No breaks. Anyone can get up
and leave to do whatever they
want. Just inform the player
next to you to take care of your
character.

I am sure there are more things I do
differently, but I'd need to re�ect fur-
ther on it �rst.

RE: Accidental Recall #6 / Joshua
Kronengold Haha, classic high-
level wizardry shenanigans! I'll make
sure to include at least on such wiz-
ard into our campaign. Probably not
in Barbarian Altanis though, but some-
where else.

E&A 8

RE: Reddened Stars number 6 /
John Redden Thank you, John! Yes,
I like Beorg too. While I was study-
ing I wished to get a student job as
a gravedigger. Got one in a tortellini
factory instead.

RE: Age of Menace #245 / Brian
Christopher Misiaszek Unbeliev-
able, right?! I am waiting for us to
hit session 200 (we are at 164 as of
writing this zine), and then I'll crunch
the numbers again.

RE: Traveller Play-By-Email / Jim
Vassilakos Worse than the seven
deadly sins
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�G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J�������S�R�L�Q�W�V���D�P�R�Q�J���3�K�\�V�L�F�D�O�����0�H�Q�W�D�O�����6�R�F�L�D�O�����D�Q�G��
�6�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�����W�K�R�X�J�K���H�D�F�K���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K�������S�R�L�Q�W���D�O�U�H�D�G�\�����V�R���D��
�W�R�W�D�O���R�I�������S�R�L�Q�W�V������

�(�D�F�K���3�&���F�D�P�H���Z�L�W�K���D���E�U�L�H�I���E�O�X�U�E���D�Q�G�������T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�S�O�D�\�H�U�V���W�R��fi�O�O���R�X�W�����4�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����������Z�H�U�H����

�”​ �+�R�Z���G�R���R�W�K�H�U�V���S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H���\�R�X�"��
�”​ �+�R�Z���G�R���\�R�X���S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I�"��
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�7�K�H�V�H���Z�H�U�H���P�R�V�W�O�\���W�R���K�H�O�S���W�K�H���S�O�D�\�H�U�V���U�R�O�H�S�O�D�\���D�Q�G��
�K�D�Y�H���D���E�H�W�W�H�U���P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V����
�7�K�H��fi�U�V�W���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�R�X�J�K�����Z�D�V���W�D�L�O�R�U�H�G���W�R���H�D�F�K���3�&���D�Q�G��
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�)�U�R�P���P�H�P�H���F�R�L�Q�V���W�R���P�H�P�H���V�W�R�F�N�V�����\�R�X���Y�H���P�D�G�H���E�D�Q�N��
�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���D�Q�G���P�D�Q�L�S�X�O�D�W�L�Q�J���I�R�R�O�V�����<�R�X���Y�H��
�G�R�Q�H���S�X�P�S���D�Q�G���G�X�P�S�V���D�Q�G���U�X�J�S�X�O�O�V���D�Q�G���L�W���D�L�Q���W���\�R�X�U��
�I�D�X�O�W���W�K�H�\���G�L�G�Q���W���V�H�H���L�W���F�R�P�L�Q�J�����1�R�Z���\�R�X���U�H���X�V�L�Q�J���$�,���W�R��
�J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���J�H�W���F�O�L�F�N�V�����<�R�X���K�D�Y�H���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H��
�F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O�V���R�Q���W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V���Z�L�W�K���$�,���L�Qfl�X�H�Q�F�H�U�V��
�U�D�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���H�Q�G�R�U�V�H�P�H�Q�W���G�R�O�O�D�U�V�����3�D�V�V�L�Y�H���L�Q�F�R�P�H���)�7�)�:����
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�F�D�U�H�I�X�O���L�Q���Z�K�R�V�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���\�R�X���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���L�W�����E�X�W���L�W���S�D�\�V���W�K�H��
�E�L�O�O�V���M�X�V�W��fi�Q�H�����<�R�X���V�H�W���\�R�X�U���R�Z�Q���K�R�X�U�V�����W�D�N�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�U��
�Y�D�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���D�Q�V�Z�H�U���W�R���Q�R���R�Q�H�����<�R�X���D�U�H���Q�R�W���V�H�O�O�L�Q�J��
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�P�D�N�H���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���D���E�H�W�W�H�U���S�O�D�F�H�����<�R�X���H�Q�M�R�\���U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���P�R�Q�H�\��
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�<�R�X���Q�R�Z���K�H�D�G���W�K�H���F�K�D�U�L�W�D�E�O�H���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W��
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�)�R�R�G���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�L�W�K���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U�����W�K�H�L�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V����
�W�K�H�L�U���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����,�W���L�V���D�Q���K�R�Q�R�U�H�G��
�F�U�D�I�W���E�X�W���D���J�U�X�H�O�L�Q�J���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D���F�X�W�W�K�U�R�D�W���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V����
�'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���X�Q�U�H�O�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���K�R�X�U�V���D�Q�G���W�U�H�P�H�Q�G�R�X�V��
�S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H�����L�W���Z�D�U�P�V���\�R�X�U���K�H�D�U�W���Z�K�H�Q���\�R�X�U���I�R�R�G���L�V��
�H�Q�M�R�\�H�G���D�Q�G���D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H�G�����<�R�X���P�H�Q�W�R�U�H�G���X�Q�G�H�U���D��
�E�H�O�R�Y�H�G���0�L�F�K�H�O�L�Q���V�W�D�U���F�K�H�I���Z�K�R���W�R�R�N���\�R�X���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H�L�U��
�Z�L�Q�J�����W�U�H�D�W�H�G���\�R�X���Z�L�W�K���N�L�Q�G�Q�H�V�V�����D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�R�W�K��
�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���D�G�Y�L�F�H���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���Y�H���I�R�X�Q�G��
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�<�R�X���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���D�V���D���Q�X�U�V�H���V���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W���V�L�Q�F�H���\�R�X��
�J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�G���K�L�J�K���V�F�K�R�R�O���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���\�R�X���O�R�Y�H���K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H����
�<�R�X���K�D�Y�H���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���\�R�X�U���F�D�U�H�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���O�H�Y�H�O��
�D�Q�G���J�H�W���D�Q���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�G���Q�X�U�V�L�Q�J���G�H�J�U�H�H�����V�R���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q��
�J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���V�F�K�R�R�O���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�D�\���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�L�J�K�W��
�V�K�L�I�W�����<�R�X���F�R�P�H���K�R�P�H���W�R���D���O�R�Y�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���Z�K�R���G�R�H�V���W�K�H��
�F�R�R�N�L�Q�J�����O�D�X�Q�G�U�\�����D�Q�G���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���H�O�V�H���V�R���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���F�D�Q��
�I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���\�R�X�U���G�U�H�D�P�����G�H�V�S�L�W�H���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���D���F�D�U�H�H�U���R�I���W�K�H�L�U��
�R�Z�Q�����D�Q�G���F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���U�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���H�[�S�H�Q�V�H�V�������<�R�X���O�R�Y�H��
�W�K�H�P���G�H�D�U�O�\�����6�R���Z�K�\���G�R���\�R�X���N�H�H�S���F�K�H�D�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H�P��
���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���W�K�H�L�U���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���R�U���S�H�U�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K��
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�%�H�L�Q�J���D���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���L�V���Q�R�W���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���E�H�J�U�X�G�J�L�Q�J���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q��
�R�U���V�S�R�U�D�G�L�F���D�G�P�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���Q�R�W���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H��
�O�R�X�V�\���S�D�\�����'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���R�Y�H�U�E�H�D�U�L�Q�J���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�R�U�V����
�R�G�L�R�X�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�����D�Q�G���R�E�Q�R�[�L�R�X�V���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����\�R�X���F�D�Q���W���V�H�H��
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�K�H�O�S���N�L�G�V���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���O�H�D�U�Q���D�Q�G���H�[�S�D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�U�L�]�R�Q�V�����E�X�W��
�D�O�V�R���W�R���Q�D�Y�L�J�D�W�H���W�K�H���W�U�H�D�F�K�H�U�R�X�V���Z�D�W�H�U�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
�F�K�L�O�G�K�R�R�G���D�Q�G���D�G�X�O�W�K�R�R�G�����1�R�W�K�L�Q�J���E�U�L�Q�J�V���\�R�X���M�R�\���P�R�U�H��
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�3�&�V���R�Q���E�R�D�U�G���W�K�H���W�U�D�L�Q�����W�K�H���G�H�D�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���G�U�L�Y�H�U�����D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�G�H�U�D�L�O�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�R�X�J�K���Q�R�W���V�W�D�W�H�G���H�[�S�O�L�F�L�W�O�\�����W�K�H�U�H���V�K�R�X�O�G��
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�7�K�H���F�D�P�H�U�D���F�D�W�F�K�H�V���D���V�X�E�Z�D�\���W�U�D�L�Q���D�V���L�W���O�X�P�E�H�U�V���S�D�V�W��
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�x Scribbles and Horrors (Scribble M. Horror) 
�x Reddened Stars No. 6 (John Redden) 
�x Attacks of Opportunity 7 (Dylan Capel) 
�x Ossuary Wraith & Grave Sovereign (Clark B. Timmins) 
�x �)�L�U�H�G�U�D�N�H�·�V���+�R�D�U�G���1�R�����������5�R�J�H�U���%�:�� 
�x Going to Be Ad-Libbed #6 (Avram Grumer) 
�x �7�K�H���'�U�D�J�R�Q�·�V���%�H�D�U�G�����������3�D�W�U�L�F�N���=�R�F�K�� 
�x Ronin Engineer (Jim Eckman) 
�x Wahflestomper #9 (Blasted Heath Row) 
�x Accidental Recall #7 (Joshua Kronengold) 

To Jim Vassilakos, Brian Christopher Misiaszek, & other distinguished readers of 
E&A: Indeed, air shark bladders are filled with hydrogen, not helium. I can only plead 
the haste with which I typed lastish; I did not conduct an editorial read after completion 
of the zine. Oddly enough, when I was playing D&D 5e on February 15, one of my 
friends made the same error when talking about Arduinian air sharks with us.  

Scribbles and Horrors (Scribble M. Horror): I am also a fan of the Rythlondar campaign 
notes & now your Redux Seasonal Report. My gaming groups would relish contributing to 
the various statistics & recalling their escapades. The seasonal report is a very useful 
contribution. Thank you! 
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Reddened Stars No. 6 (John Redden): RYCT that the Temple of Elemental Evil 
Campaign is an organized campaign, the players of the Frog Leg Gang are a big help. 
Tim keeps notes on his tablet as we go, which are useful for filling in gaps in my 
handwritten records. The group enjoys even the metagaming aspects of Advanced D&D. 
It is very much a collective effort.  

Attacks of Opportunity 7 (Dylan Capel): I appreciate your capsule review of 
Neoclassical Geek Revival (NGR). The first place that I saw the game was at 
https://spearwitch.com �	���P�L�V�U�H�D�G���W�K�H���W�L�W�O�H���D�V���´�1�H�R�F�O�D�V�V�L�F�D�O��Greek �5�H�Y�L�Y�D�O�µ����The conceits 
that you covered sound like they would enrich almost any fantasy game. As you stated, 
�1�*�5�·�V��relic rule is flavorful & ripe with roleplaying opportunities. The importance of holy 
ground is something that I might incorporate into our AD&D campaign because it seems 
like clerics serving the deities of the Temple of Elemental Evil should have some kind of 
edge when casting divine spells within the temple. Perhaps temple clerics cast spells as 
though one level higher & receive +1 on their saving throws within the temple.  

Ossuary Wraith & Grave Sovereign (Clark B. Timmins): Clark snuck some IgTheme 
thoughts into his zine. �,���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���L�G�H�D���R�I���W�K�H���´�W�K�U�H�D�G���W�U�D�F�N�H�U�µ���W�R��populate a campaign with 
unsolved mysteries, neglected plot hooks, & NPC motivations.  

�)�L�U�H�G�U�D�N�H�·�V���+�R�D�U�G���1�R�����������5�R�J�H�U���%�:��: Roger also dropped �-�R�K�Q���'�D�O�O�P�D�Q�·�V��wisdom on the 
matter of playing NPCs that are supposed to be cleverer than the referee. Lee Gold 
liked knowing the motivations of her NPCs as a guide to action. I think a Gold-Dallman 
�F�R�P�E�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���1�3�&�·�V��goals & a few predetermined strategies 
would be a strong hand. 

Going to Be Ad-Libbed #6 (Avram Grumer): Bwahaha at your conceptual �´�:�H���'�L�G�Q�·�W��
�6�W�D�U�W���W�K�H���)�L�U�H�µ �V�F�H�Q�D�U�L�R�����,�·�G���S�O�D�\���L�Q���W�K�D�W�� 

�7�K�H���'�U�D�J�R�Q�·�V���%�H�D�U�G�����������3�D�W�U�L�F�N���=�R�F�K��: I commiserate on the gold/experience woes of 
your gaming group. The longer that I run AD&D, the more I realize how abstruse many of 
the rules are. Gygax really did Frankenstein the system together & seems to have 
assumed that end users had knowledge of how Original D&D was played as well. It is 
easy to see how competing or deleterious rulings proliferate.  

Ronin Engineer (Jim Eckman): I look forward to the emergence of Wanderer, Jim. 

Wahflestomper #9 (Blasted Heath Row): Hello, Heath! �,�W�·�V���J�R�R�G���W�R���K�H�D�U���W�K�D�W���\�R�X�U���U�H�W�X�U�Q��
�W�R���+�R�O�P�H�V�·�V���V�D�P�S�O�H���G�X�Q�J�H�R�Q���Z�D�V��a better solo playing experience this time around.  

Accidental Recall #7 (Joshua Kronengold): Thank you for defining isekai. I concur with 
your observation �	���V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���´�2�6�5���K�L�S�S�L�H-�J�D�P�H���V�S�O�L�W�µ���L�Q���(�	�$���� 

IGTHEME 
City-building for fun & adventure: what do I need & where do I start? This depends on 
the type of game that I am running, which is usually fantasy or science fantasy 
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adventure. In my campaigns, cities or other settlements are almost always home bases 
for PCs or places for them to equip, seek information, & train. Minimally, I am going to 
need to have an idea about where the PCs can obtain goods & what is on offer, the 
�G�H�J�U�H�H���W�R���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�·�V���R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�L�]�H�G���R�U���G�L�V�S�H�U�V�H�G�����D�O�P�R�V�W���D�O�Z�D�\�V��
dispersed in a city), whether the city has specific information brokers, & who can provide 
what kind of training for character advancement. I think of the city-building problem as 
having three broad pieces. First, who & what is in the city? Second, how much detail do I 
need to provide the PCs? Third, how the heck do I run a city when the PCs go there? 

�:�K�H�Q���U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���R�U���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���O�L�N�H���$�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�G���'�	�'�·�V���7�H�P�S�O�H���R�I��
Elemental Evil (ToEE) modules, I am sometimes furnished with a ready-made settlement 
(although Hommlet & Nulb are much smaller than a city). The ToEE modules provide much 
�G�H�W�D�L�O���R�Q���W�K�H���´�Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�µ���R�I��Hommlet�����W�K�H���)�U�R�J���/�H�J���*�D�Q�J�·�V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���E�D�V�H���L�Q���W�K�H��southern 
marches of the viscounty. Hommlet is hamlet-sized & the adventure characterizes & stats 
major NPCs in the settlement; describes every constituent building & structure, as well as 
their occupants; & identifies important relationships & possessions. The module does not 
provide names for all the NPCs. Nevertheless, the presentation is very useful. If I need to 
invent another small settlement, I would use Hommlet as a template.  

I also like to mine other gaming products for city details. Here, game system does not 
matter as much as having some good street maps, NPC descriptions, & sketched 
institutions; it is a simple matter to ignore game statistics that are incompatible with the 
system that our table is using. In our ToEE campaign, for instance, I base the town of 
Verbobonc on �&�K�D�R�V�L�X�P�·�V��Thieves World box set. Although Chaosium provided AD&D 
statistics for NPCs (among other systems), the real draw was the maps, simple algorithm 
for generating businesses in the various town quarters, & relationships among NPCs.  

�=�D�N���6�P�L�W�K�·�V��Vornheim City Kit (Lamentations of the Flame Princess) has served me well in 
running city adventures, especially defining NPC relationships & personalities on the fly.       

A LOOK AT ARDUIN�·S PORTAL TO ADVENTURE 
�$�U�G�X�L�Q�·�V���3�R�U�W�D�O���W�R���$�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���L�V��a Kickstarter campaign that Emperors Choice Games 
(Empcho) brought forth (and that I backed) in October 2025. Many contributors & 
perhaps readers of Alarums & Excursions might recall that I am a fan of David 
�+�D�U�J�U�D�Y�H�·�V��Arduin Grimoire family of games & adventures. As far as Arduin material 
�J�R�H�V�����$�U�G�X�L�Q�·�V���3�R�U�W�D�O���W�R���$�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H��does not have any Arduin material that I do not 
already possess. That said, I like to preserve my original Arduin volumes & prefer to 
read & game with physical volumes, so the opportunity to obtain additional digest-sized 
Arduin Grimoire books was compelling for me. In addition to Arduin materials, Empcho 
worked with Matthew Tapp & the Fellowship of the Thing to offer distinct but compatible 
games as part of the Portal to Adventure. �6�R�����Z�K�D�W���G�L�G���E�D�F�N�L�Q�J���$�U�G�X�L�Q�·�V���3�R�U�W�D�O���W�R��
Adventure get me? A whole lot of gaming goodness�³ so much so that I think I will require 
�D���I�H�Z���L�V�V�X�H�V���R�I���´�%�X�J�E�H�D�U�V���	���%�D�O�O�\�K�R�R�µ���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���G�H�F�H�Q�W���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���R�I���W�K�H���W�K�L�Q�J�� 
�/�H�W�·�V���W�D�N�H���W�K�L�V���D�V���D�Q���R�Y�H�U�Y�L�H�Z���R�I���Z�K�D�W���O�X�U�N�V���E�H�K�L�Q�G���W�K�H���3�R�U�W�D�O to Adventure. 

�$�U�G�X�L�Q�·�V���3�R�U�W�D�O���W�R��Adventure consists of materials from the Arduin Grimoire, Barrow & 
Borderlands, & Lost Dungeons of Tonisborg. Arduin gaming products consist of the 
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Legendary Arduin Trilogy Box Set Limited Edition (five volumes), The Arduin Adventure, 
72 cut your own card set sheets, four Arduin character sheets, a Monster & Magik Item 
Card, four Arduin art prints, two maps of the continent of Khaora (large & small sizes), & 
two decks of the Swords & Dragons Card Game. As add-ons to the Kickstarter, I ordered 
five unpainted Arduin pewter miniatures: a black phraint with heavy gun, human wizard, 
doomguard with gem, windego, & two sluggoths. 

In addition, the Portal to Adventure contains the Barrow & Borderlands Box Set Limited 
Edition (six volumes) and four B&B Character Sheets. The historic Lost Dungeons of 
Tonisborg is a complete mega-dungeon module with OSR rules. The Portal to Adventure 
box set also came with two sets of polyhedral dice, five Portal to Adventure Combined 
Character Sheets, & an Arduin, Bloody Arduin backscratcher. 

Here are a few pictures of the box set & contents: 
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In Closing 
Celeste & I finished & passed our Pre-Alpha class in the Ice Sports Industry Learn-to-
Skate program at the end of January. We started the Alpha class on January 30 & 
find it very challenging. Our coach is working the class on forward crossovers & 
learning how to skate a one-foot glide backward. We continue to avoid injury. 

January 27 marked four years since Emma was taken from us. Legal proceedings 
against the accused are like the photo-finish of glacial moraine formation. Against this 
circumstance, we are grateful for our newfound ice-skating hobby. 

In the next issue of B&B, I will begin an in-depth look at the Arduin Portal to 
Adventure. Most likely, the series will begin with the contents of the Barrows & 
Borderlands boxed set. With the Winter Olympics closing shortly after this writing, I 
expect to bring out longer zines.  
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NEST 

 
 

BUILDING MY LEGACY 
 
This burst of egotism is the latest handout in the 
AEGS: THE INSTITUTE campaign.  
 

&-&-&-&-& 
 
THE BURNED OVER DISTRICT 
 
This Information is extracted from Chronicle 
�0�D�V�W�H�U���-�D�H�J�H�U�¶�V���E�R�R�N�����7�+�(���*�5�(�$�7���)�,�5�(���$�1�'��
THE POLITICS OF NEGLECT.  
 
The Great Fire happened in the Third Year of 
the Ninth Expansion. YC 4125. Every child in 
the City is taught that date. They mostly know 
the heroic tales of the fire-fighters and the 
sacrifice of the mages. The political 
consequences are less commonly taught. 
 
The wave of immigration (mostly refugees from 
the Colonial Wars) had finally pushed the City 
into the Ninth Expansion but finding a place for 
those immigrants did not happen instantly. The 
new lands had to be surveyed, the money had to 
be found. They huddled in the City because that 
was where they could get a roof over their heads. 

Most people did not wish to take up a life in 
tents and temporary structures out on the fringes 
even if it was the way to claim public lands for 
future generations.  
 
There was tension between the newly arrived 
and the long established. The Crowded Quarter 
was fuller than it had ever been and the frankly 
slum-standard buildings were overcrowded. 
Those who could not find a place to live there 
�V�S�U�H�D�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���6�H�H�N�H�U�¶�V���%�O�Rck, the section to the 
East of Temple Street between the Second and 
third Circles. Called Seekers because that was 
where the lesser religions and smaller 
communities had their core and their places of 
�Z�R�U�V�K�L�S���L�I���W�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���D�I�I�R�U�G���W�K�H���U�H�Q�W���R�Q���D��
front on Temple Street. If you were looking for a 
religion to suit you that was where you went.  
And then the Fire broke out. The Temple of the 
Lord of Fire (supposedly built by the perhaps 
legendary King Rigel of Hyneria) held 
ceremonies that involved huge fire pits and tests 
of firewalking. On an evening in the Seventh 
Month, those fires got out of control despite the 
elaborate precautions the City authorities had 
insisted on. It was said later that the fire had 
raged as if it were an intelligent thing and some 
�P�\�V�W�L�F�V���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���V�H�Q�V�H���µ�D���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�¶���L�Q���W�K�H��
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flames but the mages shrugged and the Gods of 
the Fane said nothing.  
 
There was widespread panic as people tried to 
rescue what little they had or their sacred 
treasures. The streets around the block were 
clogged with fleeing people and (more 
shamefully) with gawkers and fools. The limited 
fire service could not get through and the water 
mains proved inadequate due to the reservoirs 
being low in the summer.  
 
By the time the Magicians Guild had gathered a 
squad of their most powerful elementalists the 
fire was too strong. Several of the oldest and 
most powerful mages gave their lives preventing 
the fire from spreading across the streets. The 
transformation of the Guild into the Institute was 
born of those losses.  
After three days, the fire was over and the block 
was ashes. Then the real trouble started.  
 
The political parties and factions, the Civil and 
Diplomatic Services, the remnants of the Army 
were all concerned with the disaster that had 
been the Colonial Wars. The revolutionary 
fervour of the Liberators was still strong and it 
was feared would spread to the City. They had 
yet to accept their defeat and it had strained the 
political consensus to allow the admission of the 
waves of refugees from the Loyalist factions that 
had been ousted from the former Colony 
Worlds.  
 
Now a part of the heart of the City was ashes 
and there was no clear agreement about what to 
do. The problem of how to rebuild was referred 
to a Commission (which reported ten years later: 
the proposed redevelopment was a masterpiece 
of urban planning). And in the meantime people 
with nowhere else to go went back to the sites 
they had some claim on (or to ones no-one had 
any clear claim on or to ones where they could 
terrorise the people who had a real claim), 
cleared the rubble and started to rebuild.  
 
Which leads to the peculiar winding streets of 
the Burned District. To the mixture of styles and 
the general inconvenience of the place. The 

 
1 A tool for making small holes in things.  

plumbing and the power lines are notoriously 
haphazard and it retains a reputation for housing 
the best eateries and the worst public health in 
the City.  
 
Every so often a motion comes before the 
government to rebuild it in part or in whole. This 
never gets anywhere. 
 
Things might have been different if the Gods of 
the City had not chosen to withdraw from active 
manifestation at this time. No one knows the 
reasons for this.  
 
The mess of the Reconstruction of the City 
centre and the forced resettlement of the Loyalist 
Exiles to the edge of the Eight Expansion (where 
�W�K�H�\�¶�U�H���G�R�L�Q�J���Y�H�U�\���Z�H�O�O���E�X�W���V�W�L�O�O���U�H�V�H�Q�W���Z�K�D�W���Z�D�V��
done) led to the establishment of the first 
Control Of Immigration Act.  
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firmly introduced. The idea of the Colonial Wars 
came to me in the writing and will be expanded 
later on.  
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CUNNING PLANS AND OVER-
REACHING AMBITIONS 
 
GLAMOUR DAYS AND NIGHTS  
 
Player Characters:  
 
Alan as ESHAN, a Seven Mothers worshipping 
Nobleman with a lot of social skills  
 
Graham as VOSTOR a worshipper of the Lunar 
war god Yanafal Tarnils with a dark secret. 
 
Drak as JARATHIR another YT initiate with a 
Big Sword. 
 
Martin as SANDENE, a (fenale) scout/sniper 
because some people have to be different. But 
�V�W�L�O�O���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S�V���<�7�������%�X�W���Q�R�W���D�V���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���D�V�« 
 
Pum as KEANUS another heavy infantryman 
who worships Humakt just to prove the 
tolerance of the Red Goddess.  
 
Non Player Characters In this Episode 
 
VISHI: A High Llama rider and a slave in 
Vostor's family since he was five. Sent to keep 
an eye on the Young Master and not let him put 
his foot in the politics. Too late for that,  
 
THE JANITRIX A retired military hero, now the 
manager of the Insula the squad is living with.  
 
GREGORY A chaos sniffing nomad child. 
 
GREGORY�¶s dad  a nomad immigrant. 
 
JOMES THE BARMAN 
 
PHARNASTES:THE CHIEF OVERSEER: A 
very important (and much overburdened) 
investigator.  
 
SENATOR PAULUS LONGVALE the Master 
of Circuses.  
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SENATOR JAXARTE WHYDED An 
Architect.  
 
FALERIA AGGARIA, the Senator's daughter 
 
SENATOR FALERIUS AGGARIUS her dad.  
 
A squad of Grey Guards. A Middle Aged 
Female Secretary, Servants and Bodyguards 
 
And A Very Important Person  
 
AID TO THE CIVIL POWER 2 
 
GM: I am now going to bring Pum up to date. 
Please correct me if there is anything wrong 
from what you remember. 
(Sarcastic Laughter)  
GRAHAM: We found some stuff, we hit some 
stuff. It died. The End.  
 
As you will remember I had kidnapped Pum�¶s 
character to give the others something to do. 
He had been snatched while consuming large 
amounts of booze to drown his sorrow at the 
death of his Legion. 
 
GM: Alcoholic mourning is a custom among 
many peoples. You went off with this woman, 
you vaguely recall and then you woke up with 
a bag over your head hanging upside down 
and in considerable pain.  
 
KEANUS:  This wasn't part of the fantasy I 
paid for.  
 
Keanus was then interrogated by someone 
who regarded their friend the Senator as a 
traitor. He resisted nobly, mostly because he 
didn't know anything even when they applied 
hot irons to his extremities.  
 
GRAVELLY VOICED 
INTERROGATOR : And what is the Bright 
One doing among you?  



KEANUS:  Bright One? 
GVI:  Why is he hanging around with this 
bunch of minor military functionaries? 
 
Keanus didn't know but thought Jarathir was 
likely the one being talked about. (Pum-The-
Player knew that Drak's character was edging 
towards Illumination. But not Keanus.) 
 
KEANUS  He's a soldier like me? Not even a 
sergeant? 
 
At Alan's suggestion, I asked Pum to make 
and INT roll to see if he could deduce 
something from the voice he heard. He rolled 
an 03.  
 
GM: You have heard that voice before when 
he raided the home of the Senator.... 
DRAK: It's the ManBat! 
PUM: I wasn't there for that... 
GM: Ah.3 Then you don't know that but you 
will recognise that voice again. He's got an 
unusual about his vowel sounds. He's not 
using standard capital dialect.  
 
I unwisely tried using Newcastle vs Received 
Pronunciation as an example. 
 
MARTIN: Are you suggesting that Newcastle 
is a provincial city.... 
DRAK: Full of violent barbariians... 
GM: Ummm....  
PUM: Wearing t-shirts in the middle of 
winter.  

GM: He's trying to do a proper Capital accent 
and not quite making it. Like me when my 
vowel sounds go all Northern.  

GVI:  I can't feed you to the one I want to feed 
you to. It would be noticed. But I can have 
you fed to someone else.  
KEANUS: I taste awful.... 
GVI:  I shall feed you to the Spider.  
 

 
3 That is the 'ah' of GM embarrassment.   

Keanus felt a hand on his chest, two pulses of 
magic and then darkness took him.  
 
When he came round, he was still tied up but 
the right way up  Someone was trying to chew 
their way through his neck. He screamed with 
the pain. 
 
KEANUS  I specified tentacles not mandibles! 
 
Then there was crashing about and thrashing 
about. Then there was the sound of fight with 
cries of 'Over here!' and 'Ow!' in familiar 
voices. Before he passed out again one of his 
comrades was treating his wounds.  
 
He came around on the couch in the living 
room of their apartment, heavily bandaged but 
completely recovered. He and his comrades 
had a mutual debrief.  
 
JARATHIR  Remember the woman who you 
thought was very beautiful the last time. Head 
ran away when you chopped it off? Same girl.  
 
KEANUS I had to do important ritual 
mourning of my fallen comrades. There were 
so many I had to do a lot of it until I was 
completely paralytic.  
 
They told him of the Chaos sniffing abilities 
of the nomad child who lives on the roof.  
 
When Keanus went to thank Gregor and ask 
him to report any Undead the child might sniff 
to him, both Vostor and Eshan noticed that 
Gregor sniffed heavily and sometimes sneezed 
loudly when Vostor spoke.  
 
Sandene was unconvinced about Gregor 
having any ability to detect undead. 
 
KEANUS It's just that I hate undead.  
SANDENE  Well, I hate Praxians but they 
don't smell bad to him. Vishi doesn't smell bad 



to you does he? 
GREGOR:  Oh no. Apart from the lentils.  
VISHI:  Would you prefer the black dal?  
JARATHIR Isn't that lentils still? 
VISHI:  Yes, but they're black. And spicier! 
 
The City was quiet. Most of the places of 
entertainment were shut: street musicians had 
been Had A Quiet Word With.  
 
GRAHAM: Even the mimes aren't working.  
DRAK: People might laugh or feel happiness. 
And that is not permitted at this time.  
 
The soldiers were in the bar downstairs having 
lunch. The bar had cancelled its Happy Hour 
in respect for the period of mourning.  
 
KEANUS  I don't associate Death with not 
being happy.  
JARATHIR The opposite of Death is 
Fertility. So it's sensual pleasures that are 
opposed by a high Death Rune. Mind you 
some people think 'pleasures of the flesh' 
doesn't mean bonking.  
VOSTOR:  Look, as long as I keep my Death 
Rune up I'm allowed one shag for every three 
things I kill. 
JOMES THE BARMAN:  Who told you 
that?  
VOSTOR:  It's how I deal with it. Just 
because I'm big on Death doesn't mean I 
don't.... 
KEANUS  People can enjoy it as long as it 
hurts.  
JARATHIR (After a moment of silence) Can 
you tell a Truth cultist too much information? 
 
A group of Grey Soldiers4  turned up asking 
after 'Eshan, officer of the Furthest Second 
Foot' and after checking that these were his 
comrades asked the entire group to accompany 
them. So they scraped their bar snacks into 
bits of bread or down their throats and went 
along.  

 
4 I�[ve been calling them the �ZGrey Soldiers�[ but going 
back to the source material it�[s actually �ZThe Grim 

 
The Grey Guards didn't object to their 
snacking on the way and didn't ask for their 
weapons which probably indicated this wasn't 
arrest.  
 
They were led to the Palace of Glad Rejoicing. 
They were led up a set of stairs well away 
from the front desk and the long line Eshan 
had spent time (it only seemed like eternity 
back then) being very bored in and at the end 
of which he had been mistakenly arrested. 
They went up to some impressive rooms on 
the top floor. Statues and murals of parades 
and mythical Lunar scenes. Their escort led 
them past the line of petitioners waiting to see 
a Very Important Person and presented them 
to the secretary (Female, middle aged, Dragon 
subtype) who sent them right in as soon as the 
last person left the office. There was a 
grinding of teeth and an outbreak of jealous 
whispers behind them.  
 
Jarathir looked around for any sign of what 
they were getting into and being literate had 
no difficulty in seeing this was the office of 
the Master of Circuses. He didn't mention this 
as he was maintaining the fiction that only the 
Officer could read.  
 
SECRETARY: Please surrender your 
weapons to the guards.  
 
Within were two gentlemen in their thirties, 
both dressed in the robes of Imperial Senators. 
One of them stood and waved them forward.  
 
 "Ah, come in, come in.... I've heard a lot 
about... Oh, stand at ease. I'm the Master of 
Cicuses, my name is Longvale. I am here to 
thank you for the work that you have done. 
The supervisor of the Grey Guards Phranastes 
is full of your praises. I am here to tell you 
that you will definitely be featured, possibly 
quite prominently, in the Emperor's Parade 
when the period of mourning has come to an 

Soldiers�[. They�[re the police force that Chief 
Overseer Phranastes oversees.  



end.  And there is consideration being given 
by the bureaucracy and the political arm to 
giving you further awards beyond the ones 
being given for your valour in battle."  
 
VOSTOR:  Thank you!  
 
The Senator looked at him as if he had just 
exposed himself in public: proof that this 
Senator at least could read rank markings.  
 
"I hope you will not feel that we are putting 
you in an awkward position but we do want to 
ensure that your presentation and the 
presentation of a new standard to be replace 
the one we assume is lost... That may or may 
not happen but you will definitely will have a 
central role in the ceremonies. I have been 
ordered to design those ceremonies. There will 
be a rehearsal and a script. Your part in it will 
mostly be marching and saluting which am 
sure you can all do properly. Please be aware 
that your courage...."  
 
DRAK: (To Alan) Please make an Insight 
Human. 
ALAN: (Rolls) Yeah. 
DRAK: Several members of your unit are 
staring at you hoping you will chip in to this 
conversation. Sir.  
 
ESHAN:  Thank you, sir, for the honour being 
placed upon us.  
SENATOR LONGVALE : Your place of 
honour was considerable before this and 
events have pushed you to the focus of many 
peoples' attention. The word has gone out to 
the Guard that you do in fact exist and 
instructions have been issued not to bother 
you. But people do not always obey 
instructions.  
ESHAN:  May I ask a question sir? Do we 
know if there were any survivors from the 
Second Furthest?  
SENATOR LONGVALE:  Reason says 
there must be but confusion is very great. You 
get that when there's a dragon flying around. 
We are getting contradictory messages. The 

Moonboats have not yet been restarted. The 
destruction of the nearly completed temple has 
caused problem up the line of the Temples of 
the Reaching Moon. 
 
PUM: Will there be a horse and cart 
replacement service?  

He assured them that units were being moved 
south to rally there and restore order. Fazzur 
Wideread had been restored to command of 
the area. "And he will doubtless be delivering 
his usual excellent service to the Empire and 
to the Goddess."  
 
He told them there would be a messenger from 
his office in the next few days to bring them to 
Inner City for rehearsals of the ceremonial part 
of the Parade. "It is an honour to be admitted 
to the Upper City. Please be suitably attired. I 
would suggest your dress uniforms so they can 
be inspected at the rehearsal." 
 
He then introduced them to his companion, 
Senator Paulus Longvale, "He is being 
commissioned to consider the advisability of 
constructing a memorial to those who died in 
the Dragonrise. He may wish to ask you a few 
questions about your knowledge of the 
persons involved. I'll leave you to him."  
 
He instructed his secretary to issue them a 
note each from him saying that they are acting 
with his authority and were to be given every 
co-operation in matters related to the 
Emperor's Parade.  
 
I asked Pum to make a Listen roll which he 
failed. I then turned to the people who had 
been in the Senator's mansion during the 
notable nighttime intrusion. Eshan specialled 
and none of the rest got close. And at that 
point Eshan realised that the Master of the 
Circuses had the same accent as the Man-Bat.  
 
DRAK: Why that's ridiculous! He's some sort 
of millionaire playboy! Why would he be 
doing dressing up as some sort of bat-related 
vigilante?  



Eshan for a miracle kept any of this from 
crossing his face.  
 
JARATHIR  We are in no way Imperial City 
parade ready. Sir.  
 
He suggested lots of practice and consulting a 
local for tips about how to march in front of 
the Emperor.  
 
VOSTOR:  Tell me if I'm wrong but this 
chitty5 says that people have to assist me in 
anything regarding the Parade. Does that 
include I need Glamour spells to look better. 
SANDENE  How long do you think the 
parade will last and how long will the spell 
last?  
VOSTOR:  Just the bit where I'm going past 
the Emperor? 
JARATHIR  Do you think the Emperor 
wouldn't be able to see through it? I think 
everything that gets ordered on this chitty will 
eventually come back to matey-boy and when 
he sees 'Tarting Up Spell For Vostor' he may 
think "I'm not going to pay for that."  
 
Eshan took the matter of new uniforms and 
parade practice to the Janitrix. She took the 
suggestion to heart and volunteered herself to 
organise a place for practice. Her eyes bulged 
a little at being shown one of the chitties. They 
assured her they did not want to abuse the 
privilege they had been given. Except for 
Vostor. 
 
JANITRIX:  I happen to know where there's 
a parade ground and indeed an entire camp 
which suddenly doesn't have anybody in it.  
 
To which Our Heroes said "Oh, yeah!" (See 
last month�¶s zine.) 
 
She resolved that they would gather the next 
morning at ten, march to the parade ground 
and have a day of instruction.  
 

 
5 A British army term for any slip of paper that has 
been issued officially. A Chitty might allow the .  

KEANUS  Wonderful! Marching up and 
down is my favourite thing 6 
 
They asked how they should refer to her 
during the exercise at which point she swore, 
saying that she just realised someone was 
going to call her 'First Spear' again which was 
a thing she hoped she had left behind her. 
 
'First Spear' is the senior NCO in an Imperial 
Legion.  
 
Faleria Aggaria, the Senator's daughter, turned 
up that evening saying she had heard they 
were going to have an honoured place in the 
parade. She seemed a little nervous and not 
sure how to talk about the real reason she 
came around. She asked Eshan for a quiet 
word. She took him to a booth in the nice 
restaurant across the street.  
 
She advised him to order the mushrooms and 
then started talking about Fazzur Wideread 
being restored to command on the southern 
front. "Something that my father had been 
working on for a while. It's sad that it had to 
happen the way it did. Would you be so kind, 
when you return to the south, to take a 
message for him from us?"  
 
DRAK Here is a box. Do not mind the ticking.  
 
When he said, yes, of course, she went into a 
sincere but doleful thanks and praise for his 
courage in protecting the trollkin. He modestly 
pointed out he wasn't there. "Well, no but they 
are your people and they did very well. I'm not 
quite sure... There's a lot of excitement in the 
air and these are times when changes can be 
made but they are also dangerous times and if 
you become too closely associated with my 
father you may find yourself with more 
enemies than you have at the moment. I don't 
know how many enemies you have already." 
 

bearer to access services, equipment or leave.  
6 Not sure if serious. 



ESHAN:  I don't think I'm important enough 
to have any enemies at the moment. 
FALERIA : You're going to be parading in 
front of the Emperor. That will give you 
reputation and that brings enemies.  
ESHAN:  Umm, how much do you know 
about the person who goes about dressed as a 
Bat?  
FALERIA : Well, he's obviously a very 
disturbed person. Let's talk about that after we 
finish our meal. 
 
After the meal on the way back to the Insula 
she said her family believed the Man-Bat was 
part of the Cult of The Crimson Bat. "He is 
probably a Feeder. I don't know if you know 
but there was a loss of the entire upper 
hierarchy of the Cult of the Crimson Bat when 
it was slain. First they sacrifice others and then 
they sacrifice their own people and it was not 
enough to repair the Bat and keep it in this 
world. So there was a call put out for someone 
to volunteer to become the new Priesthood. 
And there as a volunteer for the rank of Chief 
Feeder.  But the name has been withheld. 
There are disturbing rumours... You have seen 
this fellow going about the rooftops taking 
those he regards as criminals. The rumours are 
that this is part of the attempt to feed the Bat 
and bring it back to the world." 
 
"When he encountered my father, when you 
met him, he seemed to be convinced my father 
was a traitor. My father is loyal to the Empire 
and to the Goddess but politics is a murky 
affair. I do not know if the fellow is sane or 
not. You'd have to be mad to volunteer to be 
part of the Cult Of the Crimson Bat."  
 
Eshan, shared the information that Keanus had 
given him about the distinctive accent of both 
Senator Longvale and the person who had 
kidnapped and tortured him and which the 
Man-Bat had exhibited.  
 
And then she did a quick impersonation of that 
accent and then said that was the accent of a 
hill barbarian from the border of Dorastor  

DRAK: A Lunar Wales!  
GM: Yes, even more wet and miserable! 
 
ESHAN: I hope that information is useful. 
FALERIA : That information is terrifying!  
 
The more so when she heard that Keanus had 
been a captive of the Man-Bat and 
interrogated about 'the traitors'.  
 
FALERIA : (About Senator Longvale) He is 
known to be a wit. He is a very charming 
person.  
 
She resolved to see what she could find out.  
 
In the middle of the night, Jarathir had to get 
up and go to the loo. Sandene was awake, 
knitting and polishing armour. Vishi was 
asleep on the sofa snoring.  
 
On the ground floor, he paused and heard a 
cry coming from the yurt on the roof where 
the Char-Un family were squatting.  
 
Jarathir looked up and saw something 
obscuring the stars and plunging down 
towards him. The thing was winged and its 
eyes were glowing red.  
 
Sandene was oblivious and continued knitting 
socks.  
 
He got out of the way and saw the humanoid 
figure recover from the dive and head up 
again. It had bat like wings, a military 
breastplate and brass knuckles. That was about 
all that could be seen in the imperfect light. 
Except for the frustration rage and puzzlement 
on the face.  
 
It flew upwards and out of the insula. Jarathir 
rushed up the stairs trying to catch up to him... 
But failed.  
 
Sandene did hear the sound of feet pounding 
up the stairs and found Jarathir panting and 
pointing upwards. Sandene looked up and saw 



the bat wing thing pass in front of the moon. 
Jarathir managed to get off a Disrupt spell and 
Sandene whipped out a sling and called upon 
the power of Death.... Which just clipped the 
ears of its helmet  
 
Jarathir went up to the roof and found the 
paterfamilias who was the one who had 
spotted the bat-thing. He wondered if the 
creature was specifically after Jarathir but 
reflected 'everybody look same from above in 
middle of night'.  
 
The fellow asked if his son had been annoying 
them and on being told he had been very 
useful said: "Does not seem likely. He is 
strange boy."  
 
Jarathir went down to the ground floor and 
had 'a really, really good piss'.  
 
The conversation over breakfast had at least 
something other than what Vishi had done 
with beans for their meal.  
 
The GM asked for suggestions as to which 
skill should be involved in 'marching up and 
down a bit'. Worship Yanafal Tarnils was one, 
Battle another. Graham suggested Herd which 
Drak said the Janitrix would be using.  
 
Eventually, I went for her instructing them in 
Customs.  
 
They went off to the parade ground. and spent 
the day being shouted at her and being dazzled 
by her shiny armour and enormous number of 
decorations.  
 
She grudgingly said that they now looked a 
little better and by following her instructions 
on what else they should buy to augment their 
dress uniforms they might just get by.  
 
At that point, there was the sound of a horse 
drawn carriage coming up.  
 

 
7  In Favour With Moonson is understood here. 

It was Senator Falerius Aggarius. Night was 
falling. 
 
SENATOR:  Have you seen my daughter? 
KEANUS  Not since last night. 
JARATHIR That could have been phrased 
better. Not since she visited the officer 
yesterday evening, sir. 
SENATOR : She said she had words with you 
yesterday and that you gave her some 
information that she wanted to follow up 
today. She left early and I have not seen her 
since. I am worried, she is normally home by 
now... 
 
Eshan told him what they had discussed the 
night before.  
 
SENATOR:  She has a tendency towards 
overconfidence. I think she has gone and 
poked into something... 
ESHAN:  She has gone and spoken to the 
Senator, probably.  
SENATOR:  That would be a bad thing. 
ESHAN:  Is he the most powerful... 
SENATOR:  No, no. He is someone In 
Favour.7. He is generally reckoned to be a 
dilettante scholar and half a barbarian himself. 
His family are all semi-lunarised barbarians 
out in Dorastor. But he is currently in favour 
with the Imperial Court. I must appeal to you. 
If she has gone to... I need to go to a Temple.  
JARATHIR Do you wish us to accompany 
you, sir. 
SENATOR:  I wish you to ready yourselves. 
But yes, would you escort me. 
 
He went to the Temple of the Emperor and 
when he emerged said that he could not get a 
clear answer to where his daughter was, 
merely a vision of the Bat.  
 
JARATHIR She is on the Moon?  
SENATOR:  She is in a place sacred to the 
Bat. 



JARATHIR I thought the Bat wasn't 
allowed in the centre of the Empire. 
SENATOR:  There is a rumour that there has 
been a change in policy about Bat feeding. 
There is a rumour that the new Chief Feeder is 
turning to those who offend against the law.  
 
His best guess given the information he feared 
very much that she was in the mansion of the 
Master of Circuses.  
 
There was a moment of silence. Eshan said 
that of course they would help.  
 
KEANUS  We need to go and talk to him 
about the parade.  
JARATHIR  He gave us a piece of paper 
authorising us. 
SANDENE  Are we going to go and demand 
her back?  
KEANUS We need her for the Parade.  
SENATOR:  You might be able to use that to 
get into his presence. What happens after that I 
don't know.  
SANDENE Who would you normally report 
an abduction to in the City? 
KEANUS  The Grey Guard. 
JARATHIR  We've been ordered to report to 
him8  before we do anything stupid. No slur on 
the Senator's plan but it comes under the 
category of things we're supposed to report.  
 
So, they woke up the Chief Overseer from his 
nap. Standing in the courtyard at the Grey 
Soldiers' barracks in their best uniforms with 
all of the fancy bits. And the Janitrix in all her 
glory.  
 
CHIEF OVERSEER PHRANTES  I don't 
actually have the authority to arrest a Senator. 
VOSTOR:  Surely another Senator does? 
COP: No. Chairman of the Senate. 
SENATOR:  Ah.  
 
SENATOR : Do you know what his favourite 
charity is. Orphanages. Because he himself 

 
8 Meaning Chief Overseer Phranastes 

was an orphan. His parents were killed in front 
of his eyes. By a street criminal when he was 
quite young. 
 
GRAHAM: That's Graham laughing. Not 
Vostor. What's going through Vostor's mind is 
orphanages being useful places to find people 
to sacrifice to the Bat.  
 
COP: I suggest you go as the Senator's escort. 
That might get you through the gates. (They 
showed him one of the chitties) How useful. 
I'd like one of those.  
 
Vostor tried giving him his but they gently 
explained that the writing on it had his name 
included.  
 
JARATHIR  It's the mystery of writing.  
 
Eshan was the one who had to persuade the 
person at the gate of the Master of Circuses to 
let them in. He went with Charm (boosted 
with Honour) and showing them the chitty.  
 
Once inside the courtyard, the chap at the gate 
went to fetch the Senator.  
 
GM: They're not going to let you into the 
house. 
DRAK:  Looking around for obvious 
prisons....{RATTLE} You know I've been 
rolling lots of zero somethings? Zero-Zero!  
 
The rest of them gave it a go. There were signs 
of an archway and Sandene Had A Thought. 
There was an archway that indicated to her 
practiced eye that there was a waterway 
running under the building. A subterranean 
channel ideal for getting people into and away 
from the place surreptitiously.  
 
The soldiers broke ranks and started nosing 
about. They could hear (and smell) the water 
behind the elaborate barred archway. They 
discussed greasing up the officer and slipping 
him through.  



At this point the Master of Circuses came out, 
all languid curiosity on seeing his Senatorial 
colleague. 
 
LONGVALE:  Are these chaps with you? 
SENATOR: They've been staying at one of 
my insulae. I've found them very reliable. 
LONGVALE:  Indeed.  
 
Jarathir stared (perhaps a little alarmingly 
intense) at the face of the Master of Circuses. 
Was that, he wondered, the same face he had 
seen in the night, distorted with emotion and 
half masked? The line of the jaw was the 
same, the nose was the same. The eyes... well 
the eyes weren't glowing at that moment so it 
was hard to tell. There were no wings but the 
height and the shoulders were right.  
 
Keanus listened carefully to the languid voice. 
Different tone, no rasping but the way he 
pronounced his 'e's and his 'a's was exactly the 
same.  
 
SENATOR:  Have you seen my daughter 
today? I understand she called on you.  
LONGVALE:  She called on me earlier today. 
She wanted to ask me some questions about 
people I may have known back in my 
homeland. I was not able to help her and she 
went away again.  
 
The group decided (based on their Insight 
Human skills) that he was lying through his 
teeth and waiting to see where this encounter 
was going to go.  
 
Jarathir muttered to the officer that he was 
convinced that this was the figure he saw in 
the night.  
 
Keanus decided to be more proactive and 
murmured (loud enough for Longvale to hear) 
"She's probably hung upside down with a bag 
over her head."  
 
Eshan muttered to the Senator "He's definitely 
the Man Bat."  

And then Vostor decided to ready his sword 
because there's nothing like that for clarifying 
a situation.  
 
GRAHAM: We did say we were going to do 
something stupid.  
PUM: If you're going to chop his head off be 
sure to say "I'm doing something stupid, sir!"  
 
I decided it was combat time. And it was 
confusion and blood for a short while. 
Longvale used Rune Magic and sprouted 
wings. He really should have put up Shield 
because in the next moment Vostor took off 
one of his legs and the Senator fell to the 
ground, incapacitated and bleeding. The other 
Senator cried out in shock as blood from the 
wound spattered his toga. A bat fluttered down 
from the eaves but neither the fallen Senator 
nor his familiar could get the attention of their 
patron deity.  
 
So it was just as well that Jarathir aborted his 
attack and knelt to try to heal the fallen bat 
worshipper.  
 
GRAHAM: Do you shout "I am doing 
something stupid" first. I had to. 
DRAK: No, this isn't stupid.  
 
Servants and guards came towards where their 
employer had fallen.  
 
Vostor, sword still dripping with blood, 
grabbed someone and demanded to know 
where the girl was. That didn�¶t work when the 
chap he had grabbed tried to poke him in the 
eye with a knife he took out his frustrations on 
him.  
 
Keanus headed towards the entrance that 
Longvale had come out of to find out what he 
could.  
 
Jarathir stood over 'the prisoner' and by their 
Senator keeping guard of both.  
 
Keanus found himself in a magnificent tiled 
entranceway. Of the three people there only 



one was saying "You can't come in here!" The 
others had more sense than to say that to a 
fully armed soldier. Keanus hated Chaos 
because his grandfather had been eaten by the 
Bat so he let all his wrath at the current 
situation boil up as he roared "Out of my 
way!"  
 
The butler though unarmed and unarmoured 
said "Go away you nasty person! The Master 
doesn't want you here!"   
 
MARTIN: You even did a British accent. 
GM: That's my British accent. I'm not doing 
Alfred or anything. 
ALAN: Alfred would be more effective.  
 
I had to explain to Pum that he couldn't use his 
Detect Enemy spell to find the Senator's 
daughter because she was not in fact his 
enemy.  
 
He then knocked 'Alfred' away with his shield 
and started a search. 
 
Outside the Senator was looking at Vostor 
with disgust but he started to project his voice 
in a manner likely to make him heard across 
the Senate floor.  
 
"Bring me my daughter and I will not 
slaughter the lot of you!"  
 
He winced at the internal rhyme but he none 
the less managed to intimidate one of the 
servants into reveaingl that the daughter was 
being held in an underground chamber.  
 
Keanus was ahead of and already searching. 
But had not a single idea in his head of how to 
find what he insisted on calling the Bat-Cave.  
 
Then the others came in, leaving the Janitrix to 
guard the fallen Senator. She did not even 
draw her sword but just took up a guard stance 
over the unconscious nobleman.  
 
Some of the servants by now were getting the 
hell out of Dodge. The intimidated servant 

was begging not to be slaughtered. He led 
them to a strongly reinforced door which 
nonetheless yielded to an improvised battering 
ram in the shape of a pillar that used to have a 
statue on it.  
 
Beyond the door were some stairs leading 
down to a damp cave with bats hanging from 
the ceiling. 
 
DRAK: I want to know what the Bronze Age 
equivalent of a bank of computers is/ 
GM: There's a large set of scrolls... 
PUM: There's a Bat Abacus. 
GM: The equivalent of the Bat-Mobile is a 
large gondola on the river. It has the design of 
the Crimson Bat on it.  
DRAK: Is there a stand with a set of armour? 
GM: Yes, a set of iron armour.  
 
They found the daughter unconscious, tied up 
and having been tortured. The Senator carried 
her out of the cave snarling at the servants.  
 
Vostor was making to steal the iron armour 
until the Senator pointed out it was the 
property of an Imperial Cult. "You do not 
want to rob the Crimson Bat now do you?"  
 
VOSTOR:  Are you saying leave it here 
because it's evidence. 
SENATOR:  I'm saying leave it here and you 
will be safe from the bits of the wrath of the 
Crimson Bat you haven't already aroused. You 
are helping me enforce the law. Do not go 
around looting.  
JARATHIR  This is not a battlefield. 
VOSTOR: Can you designate it a battlefield? 
 
JANITRIX:  You got her then? Not too much 
trouble? I called a little bit of help.  
 
Then they heard on the nighttime breeze the 
sound of a semi-amateur marching band 
playing very enthusiastically. There were 
glockenspiels involved.  
 



And then the Marching Band of the Cult of the 
Great Sister entered the courtyard. Behind it 
on a palanquin was the Great Sister, Divine 
Goddess of the Imperial Economy (amongst 
other things).  
 
SANDENE Short of getting the Emperor 
around I think that will do.  
JARATHIR We needed an authority.  
GREAT SISTER : (To the Janitrix) Report! 
 
And then it only remained to grant them 
considerable rewards in the form of a 
burgeoning Reputation stat and an extra point 
of Charisma for just being known to be 
awesome. (�³You�¶re the guy who chopped the 
leg off a Senator? Let me buy you a drink!�  ́
�³You�¶re the guy who raided the Temple of 
Uleriia? Are you some sort of puritan?� )́  
 
DISTRACTIONS: 
 
Whether DIE HARD was a Christmas movie 
and whether SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE was 
a feel good movie.  
 
GM: Pum has lost faith in Google!  
 
EVIDENCE OF GM MEGALOMANIA 
 
GM: I am the Secretary! I disavow all 
knowledge! 
 
GM: Reality intrudes only as much as I allow 
it to.  
 
JANITRIX:  Do you have a use for a bucket 
of dung? 
JARATHIR Never, ever ask someone like 
Vostor if they have a use for a bucket of dung. 
The answer is yes and you don't want to know 
what it is.  
 
The story of the undead, Frankensteinian 
whale in the Upland Marsh. GM: It took an 

 
9 THE PLAIN PEOPLE OF E&A: Which you haven�[t 
tried out yet. ME: Yeah, but it wasn�[t really suitable 
for AEGIS either.  

awful lot of stitching together. Transported in 
barrels, pickled! 
 
�,�*�*�<�·�6���7�+�(�0�(����CITY PLANNING 
 
Some useful things to have when you start 
planning a city. 
 
A map. At least a sketch map. I promised the 
players a map in the first session. I am not 
noticeably more advanced on this now than I 
was then. It doesn�¶t help that my city has a 
peculiar outline of concentric circles caused by 
the Expansions of the City. It�¶s not something 
standard fantasy map generators seem suited for 
except perhaps CAMPAIGN 
CARTOGRAPHER.  
 
I would suggest creating the map along with 
your players. There are actual gaming 
frameworks for doing this of which I might 
mention the recently published POLIS. 9 
 
I am not doing this but am putting down 
individual locations as they are needed. I didn�¶t 
know that the old Temple of The Fire God is 
now the Central Fish Market until this last week. 
I also created the Yellow Plaques that the City 
puts up to mark historic locations so that I could 
stick one on it. (They are like the London Blue 
Plaques but yellow and in a rounded oblong like 
the symbol for a TV screen rather than a circle.) 
 
You might also look at things like 
MICROSCOPE and its relatives to generate 
history. I didn�¶t do this but using the history as it 
already existed in my head and in a lot of 
random notes. I�¶m making it up as I go along in 
order to make sense of the present day City and 
to hide some secrets about it where the 
characters can fall over them. 
 
Oh, and you also need a Mythical background 
and a Theme. This is at the core of the creation 
and the purpose of your city. This is where you 
decide what the point of the campaign is and 
what you are creating the City to make possible.  



 
It's possible to do that collectively�« . But that 
isn�¶t mostly my style of gaming. I think you 
need a tone and a focus for the campaign before 
you scribble your first note, before you pitch it 
to the players. I wanted to do a Magical School 
Story and I decided to put it in a place that I 
already knew something about, a place that 
straddled worlds. I was partly saving myself 
work and partly resolving that my magical 
school would not be isolated from non-magical 
society but involved with it. I found the way 
Hogwarts and the magical world were separated 
from mundane Britain a strain and resolved to do 
something different.  
 
Your methods may vary. I think it would be 
more possible to do co-creation of a city if you 
were in a definite fantasy genre. I have a dozen 
products that will flesh out a DnDish city and 
even old products like the CITY BOOKs that 
could be dissected and dropped in as needed. 
But this time I�¶m doing something different.  
 
COMMENTARIAT ON E&A 8 
 
I like the change in cover style! I also liked the 
earlier ones! 
 
MARK A. WILSON RYCT LISA PADOL:  
I got very used to hearing nothing on jobs I 
applied for, often not even an acknowledgement 
of receiving my application. Towards the end of 
my search for work, perhaps as a result of just 
getting old and venerable, things started to 
change and I even got (once or twice) feedback 
about why I hadn�¶t succeeded. They seemed 
surprised that I was surprised to hear from them.  
 
Scams were more common when I was a fresh 
faced young actor. People claiming to be agents 
who only existed to con you into buying photos 
done by a friend of theirs which had none of the 
defects of the photos you came to the interview 
with.  
 

 
10 THE PPoE&A: That�[s enough! X-Card! TMI 

And then there were the people who wanted me 
to work for nothing. I was never rich enough to 
have an acting career I fear.  
 
SCRIBBLE M. HORROR: Welcome, 
welcome Mr Horror. (Or is it Ms?) // �³the main 
function of DnD rules is to produce interesting 
character obituaries.�  ́I think ROLEMASTER or 
maybe HARNMASTER is the champion at that. 
The first has the most detailed and ridiculous 
critical hit tables and the second has no hitpoints 
but only descriptions of injuries. Whereas DnD 
always boils down to: And then they ran out of 
HP�« .// The idea of a �µgoal-tracking system�¶ 
strikes me as something I could really use and 
simultaneously something I would never get 
around to creating. // The Tarot driven game 
looks interesting. I have a Waite-Ryder deck and 
a copy of Alfred Douglas�¶ book for Penguin: 
THE TAROT which I use when I want to find a 
Tarot reading writing prompt. // I have a 
somewhat disapproving feeling about using AI 
to create character portraits that I don�¶t get from 
using my collection of 90s fantasy art collectible 
cards (gathered for EVERWAY). May just be 
Old Guy�¶s Reflexive Disapproval. 
 
JOHN REDDEN: RYCT Me  The needles 
are itsy-bitsy short needles that just have to go 
into my general flesh and flab. Not the Ruddy 
Great Needles that they used to use�« 10 
 
LISA PADOL: : RYCT Me: Thank you for 
assuming I was using a variant spelling rather 
than just getting it wrong. And thanks for the 
kind words about the zine, RYCT  
AVRAM GRUMER:  I think we used to split 
the difference on FORGED IN THE DARK 
games. I wanted and I think the players wanted 
enough of a planning session to have a general 
discussion about the approach to the game and 
enough information to set up that all-important 
first scene. The players eventually mostly got 
over their tendency to want to ultra-plan.  
 
ATTRONARCH: I like the art in your zines.  
 



MYLES CORCORAN: RYCT Me: I seem 
to recall a TRANSHUMAN SPACE (or perhaps 
it was ECLIPSE PHASE) scenario in which the 
PCs awake on a space station and gradually 
discover that they are abandoned clones (or 
perhaps robot copies) of famous film stars.  
 
PATRICK RILEY: Re Igthme: What form 
do the �µcharacter signs�¶ on the GM scheme take. 
What are they written on (presumably dry erase 
of some sort) and how are they attached. I don�¶t 
normally put up my GM screen for my favourite 
systems (GURPS and RQ/BRP) though I 
probably should for RQ. The current 
arrangement (mostly to aid my dreadful 
memory) is a blank plastic standee in front of 
each player with their name and other things I 
should remember on them. This isn�¶t ideal 
because my eye-sight isn�¶t that good either.  
 
One day I will have a VR visor with floating 
titles above each player�¶s head with their name 
and their character�¶s name and details. By the 
time this comes around I may not be able to 
remember to put on trousers but a man can 
dream.  
 
RYCT Roger BW: I don�¶t object to a bit of 
ketchup on the side of the plate but slathering 
the fish in it is a Bit Too Much.  
 
ROGER BELL_WEST: Re SPACE 1999 
 
I think the existence of this game is evidence 
that the brains of my generation are being 
overwhelmed by nostalgia to the detriment of 
critical thinking. (WHAT FOLLOWS IS 
EITHER A SPOILER OR ADVICE ABOUT 
HOW TO RUN THE SCENARIO BETTER OR 
BOTH) Not only was the mystery on the planet 
not solvable until you left the planet we didn�¶t 
have the knowledge to realize that there was an 
alternative to abandoning the ship trapped in 
orbit until we had decided to abandon it. If there 
were clues to be had they had not had Robin 
Laws�¶ Rule applied to them.  
 
But more than that: SPACE 1999 looked good 
but made no sense overall and less sense per 
episode. There are probably good stories to be 
told about a Moonbase mysteriously careening 

through the Galaxy but this isn�¶t one of them. 
Having to turn my brain off so as not to ask the 
questions about how all this was happening was 
too much of a strain. Everyone involved should 
have known better, starting with Gerry Anderson 
and the writers.  
 
How would I do it? There�¶s a series by David 
Weber starting with MUTINEERS MOON in 
which our moon turns out to be an ancient 
sapient warship from a destroyed Empire. (If 
you think that�¶s ridiculous remember the DR 
WHO episode where the Moon is an egg!) I can 
see a variant where the ship is moving from 
world to world on its own without the Moonbase 
people being able to do anything but follow it 
and worry. Re: DR WHO In some NuWho the 
Doctor is not so weakly godlike. // I don�¶t think 
logarithms are ever going to be an easy 
mechanic to sell.// Not having your 
mathematical bent (nor anybody else�¶s 
mathematical bent) I found the advancement 
system and the long term management and 
development of the characters which bent my 
brain. I found the system good enough for one 
offs but not something I want to use long term. 
RYCT Me: At the moment (and this may 
change in the future) Aegis can mostly feed 
itself by the farming towns away from the centre 
(I must put a scenario there some time soon) 
with a little bit of help from imports. The City�¶s 
exports probably centre on magical materials 
including Alchemy. I may change this if when I 
flesh things out it seems obviously implausible. 
// You must show me how to set up that sort of 
recording some day. RYCT Lisa: Life in a 
world with active and changeable gods must be 
exciting in a soap-opera-that-can-cause-
earthquakes sort of way. I praise the wisdom of 
Greg Stafford in mostly freezing the gods in the 
pre-Time reality while allowing slight 
modifications by history and Heroquesters.  
 
AVRAM GRUMER:   Nice looking zine!// 
Would you actually want to �µbounce out of the 
worst timeline�¶ if it suddenly meant all your 
memories were inaccurate? There�¶s a character 
in my Yrth game LICTORS who everyone 
thought was crazy until they realised, he isn�¶t 
affected by timeline shifts and can remember 
from before the last big rewrite. (One of the PCs 



has also developed such a trait but has only seen 
one small hiccup so far.) He eventually got 
recruited by the Ministry that looks after extra-
dimensional intrusions. I can see that there�¶s a 
certain appeal to being the only one who 
remembers President Trump but then it would be 
your responsibility to shuffle around madly 
telling people of the dangers of populism. Re 
GENDER & ROLEPLAYING: THE MARCH 
NORTH and its sequels to which I keep 
returning is set in a society where it is impolite 
to use gendered pronouns for someone unless 
you are in a relationship with them. He and she 
are lovers�¶ terms. I found out a lot about my 
assumptions about which gender my brain 
assumes fills which roles by reading the series 
and being annoyed by it. The leading characters 
Blossom and Dove (later Fire) are in fact female 
but that isn�¶t clear until partway into the second 
book. I still don�¶t know what gender Captain 
Crinoline is. // It would be interesting to run 
game set on Gethen, the world of THE LEFT 
HAND OF DARKNESS or some other place 
where gender is undetermined until needed. And 
then there�¶s the Time Lords of course. A 
graduation ball at the Time Lord Academy must 
be an interesting experience. (�³You were female 
last year: it�¶s my turn now!� )́ Re POWERED 
BY A PACK OF CARDS. I think the design 
fails because all rolls are done by players and 
they never want to roll low. I would also allow 
the player to draw a fresh hand from the table 
deck rather than from his old hand. RYCT 
Roger: I can see some fun and hijinks at being 
a group of researchers from THE JOURNAL OF 
THE TRAVELLER�¶S AID SOCIETY updating 
the information on worlds that haven�¶t been 
visited for a while.  
 
PATRICK ZOCH: Ah the �µYou bain�¶t from 
around these parts, be you stranger�¶ problem. If I 
want the characters to go to diverse parts of the 
world and do it on foot, horse and camel back 
and ship then I�¶m going to write a reason to 
undertake the journey into the campaign rather 
than into the individual scenario. The Command 
of the Ruler works as does Religious Pilgrimage. 
The Voyage of Discovery and Making Lots of 
Money is probably best for going to places no-
one at home has ever heard from. Language if 
realistically modelled is going to be the biggest 

problem which is one of the reasons the City has 
translator stones as gifts from the Gods.   
 
HEATH ROW: I�¶m a little confused. Are you 
saying that Wahflestomper expands to fill all 
publications available to it?  
 
JOSHUA KRONENGOLD: I�¶ve read and 
enjoyed several series of isekai-into-a-game 
world or lit-rpg but I�¶ve never finished one 
because I want to know why the world is like 
that and the writers want to keep from 
explaining that until they have no choice. I often 
think they have no real idea about what�¶s behind 
it all. RYCT Me: I was thinking the question 
we had to answer was �µwhy only this group in 
the world�¶ not �µwhy only properly organised 
adventurers�¶. 
 
JIM VASSILAKOS: RYCT Me: THE 
BOOK OF etc etc has only three abilities: Firstly 
to turn to the right page if the question has been 
asked and answered before, secondly to sound a 
loud trumpet if it is a new Stupid Question. And 
thirdly to record the reply of a member of staff 
to any new questions.  
 
MY LAST WORD FOR THIS ISSUE: 
Beaver (also Bavière, Beavor, Beevor)  
 
The part of the armour that 
protected the lower part of the face, 
attached to and hinged on either the 
helmet or the breastplate. It can be 
raised (or lowered) to allow the 
wearer to eat and drink. Which 
sounds like the pointy snout you see 
on some sorts of armour.  
 
Yes, I �·m back delving int A 
DICTIONARY OF CHIVALRY to try to 
improve your vocabulary.  
 
Take good care you hodge-podge 
band of randomly met adventurers!  
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From Our Last Episode 

 
 
ItÕs been a long, grey-beige & miserable winter of deep 
snow, bitter cold, & persistent electrical gremlins  
discharging my carÕs battery (killing two). My 2014  
BMW has been in the shop more than on the road thes e 
past 2 months. ItÕs frustrating since I like  my car & itÕs 
tiresome to hear everyone say just to buy a new one .  

    

World & more local events have been mind-numbingly 
awful of late, too many to list. One of the few bri ght 
sparks Canadian PM Mark CarneyÕs masterclass specia l 
address to the World Economic Forum .  I strongly 
recommend everyone to spend 15 minutes watching it 
on YouTube ; it earned him a standing ovation and his 
blunt yet hopeful speech for third powers went vira l. 
 
IÕve done little online Zoom role-gaming, & solo Fa llout 
New Vegas. I have not done any minis painting in a 
while nor have I used my 3D printer to make new one s.  
 

Habana Horror: 
The Mazorra (part 7) 

BASEMENT LEVEL, M1 HOSPITAL & ASSESSMENT 
CLINIC, MAZORRA MENÕS DEPT 

This is M1Õs utility area & contains critical 
infrastructure & support services securely away fro m 
patient facing care areas. They include: 

Generator Room: Diesel generator mounted on a 
raised concrete base. Fuel drums and maintenance 
tools nearby. This unit provides emergency electric al 
power to essential hospital systems, such as lighti ng 
& air conditioning to operating theatres and to 
fluoroscopes when municipal service fails; ~1 minut e 
delay  

Mechanical Plant: Primary heat & steam for the 
hospital are supplied by oil-fired boilers located here; 
the old coal system has not been used in years but 
the old furnace, chimney & feed chute remain in 
working condition. Sabotage to this can affect hot 
water & sterilization, 

Coal Vault: Former coal storage with overhead chute  
access now used to remove medical waste and 
hospital garbage. Coal dust foot prints track out e asy. 

Medical Waste: Galvanized lidded garbage cans lined  
with newspapers were used for biological refuse and  
stored until incineration with MazorraÕs own 
incinerator.  Other waste was mixed in with trash t o 
be carted out and buried in landfills. Occasional r at 
activity detected. Limited ventilation.  

Tool & Repair Room: Maintenance equipment, wiring 
spools, spare pipe fittings. Carts with tools for 
maintenance staff to make repairs to plumbing & 
electrical equipment. A locked fire-proof cabinet 
contains welding equipment & portable blow torches.  

Janitorial Office & Supplies: Cleaning chemicals 
(carbolic acid, bleach), brooms, mops, buckets. Los t 
& found is here. 

Electrical Room: Large room filled with dial meters , 
fuses, relays, knife switches.  Smells of ozone.  
Connected to the mains and controls all power to th e 
hospital & adjacent tunnel access. Electrical shock  
and fire risk if tampered without training. Electrical 
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Repair  (Regular) can find evidence of  parasitation  of 
power by unknown drain source (Extreme) can trace.  

Temporary Morgue: Tile-lined room with steel table & 
floor drain; limited autopsies only. 4 refrigerated  
bodies can be held here before mortuary transfer. 

Laundry Room: Steam steam pipes, soak tubs, 
washing drum, & mangler (wringer) for cleaning & 
sterilizing of hospital linens. Drying area & ironi ng 
boards west wall  Drainsv !  sewers & storm drains. 
 
(Note: Other basement room descriptions trimmed for  
space consideration).  

MAIN HOSPITAL TUNNEL (Mazorra MenÕs Dept.) 

 

 
This is an underground service tunnel passage linki ng 
Active M1 !  Former M1 ruins (Dr. ZorrillaÕs lab is in 
here) !  Main Hospital Laboratory !  Intercurrent 
Illness Pavilion (see map; tunnel green ). Elevators and 

stairwells provide vertical access to those main ho spital 
structures. Lighting is functional and regularly 
maintained; only alternate bulbs lit at night. The floor 
is clean, level & dry. 
 
This corridor occupies the surviving foundation of the 
original built 1899 M1 hospital. After the 1926 
hurricane, damaged surface structures such as the o ld 
hospital were demolished & rebuilt. Portions of the  older 
substructure and foundations were retained, 
repurposed & reinforced, or filled with rubble & ea rth to 
prevent subsidence. 

 

Many doorways here are bricked up else have door 
with warning placards PELIGRO PROHIBIDO EL 
PASO (Danger Keep Out). A handful remain accessible 
and serve as storage for hospital carts, broken hos pital 
equipment and furniture. One unmarked locked door 
leads to ZorrillaÕs Auxillary Lab (see below). 
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Most of the old rooms off this tunnel are condemned  or 
so unsafe they should be. These once housed 
hydrotherapy suites, treatment rooms, storage locke rs, 
coal furnaces, & the old X-ray department (and many  
areas at deeper levels ae not shown on this map) Ac cess 
is possible, but movement requires caution and there is 
no lighting. Rooms have support beams exposed, 
masonry fractured, & rusted pipes protruding from 
walls. Gaps allow lateral and vertical movement 
between rooms without using doors. Ceilings sag in 
places, plaster fallen, & debris shifts underfoot. Vermin 
activity from rats is present & bats roost in voids  with 
access to the surface.  
 

KeeperÕs Note:   When Investigators deliberately search 
an unsafe ward section for at least 10 minutes, rol l 1d6. 
 
DORMANT/UNSAFE WARD FINDINGS  
 
1. ! Old Patient Ledger Fragment: Partially legible 

admission notes from the 1899 hospital. One name 
matches a current Mazorra surname (KeeperÕs 
choice) which may be a clue. 

2. ! Sealed Medicine Crate (expired): Morphine 
ampoules & chloral hydrate. 1d6 usable doses.  

3. ! Surgical Kit: Rusting but intact. Grants Bonus to 
First Aid once before degrading. 

4. ! Hidden Crawl Passage: Leads sideways to adjacent 
room or concealed void. Bypass opportunity.  

5. ! TamborÕs Bolt-hole:  This chronic in-patient has 
made a cosy nest here; bed, lights, supplies, even a 
small working refrigerator. Contains a brief sketch  
map of this area revealing safe and unsafe rooms & 
passages. 

6. ! Structural Weak Point: Roll STRUCTURAL 
INCIDENT  immediately (see below ). 

 
Entering an unsafe ward section (i.e. bricked up do orway 
adjacent marked in orange on map above) requires a 
Regular Spot Hidden . Failure calls for Luck; if failed roll 
1d6 on the STRUCTURAL INCIDENT  table below: 
 
1. ! Falling masonry/sharp rubble injury 1d2 damage. 
2. ! Ceiling drop; Dodge or 1d6 damage. 
3. ! Floor gives way; DEX or 1d6 damage. 
4. ! Steam or foul water burst; CON or lose next action.  
5. ! Vermin surge  (bats or rats, KeeperÕs choice). When 

they appear, DEX or fall prone & SAN 0/1.  
6.! Major collapse; all roll Dodge or 1d6 damage and 

pinned. Passage blocked. Backtracking requires 
STR or Mechanical Repair and 2d10 minutes.  

 
DR. ZORRILLAÕS AUXILIARY LABORATORY 
(Basement Level 0, Former 1899 M1) 
 
The part of the former hospital basement is accesse d 
from the main eastÐwest corridor via a sloped servi ce 
tunnel. Originally constructed as an air plenum and  
later adapted for bariatric pressure experiments, t he 
space has been quietly repurposed for clandestine p re-
clinical & (unauthorized) clinical research on the 
positive effects of ethnobotanicals on severe menta l 
illness by Dr. Ramon Zorrilla; he has another more 
conventional lab in the Main Hospital Building. 
Plumbing, heating, air conditioning & electrical se rvice 
remain functional. Power consumption exceeds 

recorded maintenance levels but is tolerated throug h 
selective bribery. A narrow stairwell zag-zigs ~30 feet to 
a disguised surface hatch concealed within a masonr y 
ventilation structure screened by shrubbery; the 
external grill is locked but operable from within. The air 
here carries smell of antiseptics, animal musk, & p lant 
exotic flower perfumes. 
 

KeeperÕs Note:  Locating the Aux. Lab. This is not 
marked on any official plan, but the old hospital 
construction blueprints are in the Library of La Oficina . 
It may be found through electrical irregularities, 
unexplained animal deliveries, bribed maintenance s taff, 
structural exploration of dormant wards, or observa tion 
of unusual nocturnal activity near the concealed su rface 
hatch. Trailing someone heading here would be easie st.   

 
A: Archive & Overnight Room . Shelves have hundreds 
of boxed microscope slides, botanical sketches, & p lant 
presses with labelled specimens in Latin and Spanis h. 
A made-up folding cot with blanket & pillow is here  for 
night experiments, along with spare clothing, a hot  plate 
and coffee maker.  
 
B: Necropsy & Preservation Chamber : Refrigerated cold 
room with zinc-topped examination tables and draina ge 
channels. Sections prepared for comparative neural and 
organ pathology. Dissecting microscopes. Routine po st-
exposure analysis is conducted here. 
 
C: Preparation & Dosing Room : Balances, scales mortar 
& pestle, alcohol burners, filtration columns, glas s 
funnels, measuring flasks, eye-droppers, sterilized  
syringes & needle.) are neatly racked here. Locked 
cabinets hold hundreds of vials of alkaloid extract s with 
hand-written labels.  
 
D: Animal Handling Room  

 

Former storeroom converted for controlled animal 
exposure studies. Dozens & dozens of glass containe rs 
house white mice. Labelled rat cages designate cont rol 
& exposed cohorts. Larger hutches contain a dozen 
guinea pigs and rabbits for systemic toxicity and 
circulatory observation. All the animals appear wel l kept 
and healthy. Feed, bedding, and extra water bottles  
distilled water stored along rear wall, and on the main 
table is an animal weigh scale.  
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E: Main Laboratory  Long wooden tables support 
glassware, distillation rigs, microscopes, & glass slides. 
A fume hood is one corner. Pinned charts correlate 
lunar phase with alkaloid concentration in harveste d 
samples. A velvet-lined tray holds hypodermic syrin ges 
and calibrated glass pipettes. Each bears handwritt en 
names & dose markings (Medicine to decipher the 
writing, itÕs that bad). On one table is a rotating  drum 
apparatus for endurance testing. In another corner is a 
water maze board for rodent cognition trials. There  is 
apparatus with electric clockwork timers connected 
from glass tubing to glass retorts and Bunsen burne rs 
obviously used to regulating exposure intervals to any 
substances heated in the retorts. Hectographed char ts 
on the tables both blank and filled record such thi ngs 
as ÔResponse latencyÕ, ÔMotor coordinationÕ, ÔRespiratory 
rateÕ, ÔRecovery intervalÕ & ÔResistance/augmentation to 
experimental ethnobotanical alkaloidÕ. 
 

KeeperÕs Note:   This lab equipment can be later re-
purposed to help Investigators to track down a sour ce of 
a conventional contagious outbreak.  If a minimum 1  
hour is spent going over the notebooks here success ful 
Library Use  reveals escalating interest in circadian 
modulation & cross-species behavioural excitation. 
Notes reference limited human trials conducted unde r 
signed consent, framed as experimental therapy for 
severe psychiatric illness (i.e. Zorrilla bends eth ics but is 
not a monster or a mad scientist).  

 
F: VIVERO A LA LUZ DE LA LUNA  (Moonlight 
Vivarium):  
 

 
 
F. Vivarium (Lunar Growth Chamber): This A 20-ft 
circular chamber adjoining the Main Lab, perpetuall y lit 
in an eerie grey-blue glow. 
 
Structure: Former ventilation plenum. From the lab 
side, the curved wall is a woven metal partition wi th a 
large mesh door (currently unbolted). The room wide ns 
at the base and narrows into a 30-ft chimney above.  
Adjustable upper vents (chain-controlled) regulate 
airflow and admit moth and bat pollinators. Iron 
trellises anchored into concrete walls are climbabl e. 
Floor drain leads to the sewer. 
 

Flora: Dense nocturnal ethnobotanicals bloom under 
simulated moonlight: Nicotiana, Night Phlox, Night 
Gladiolus, Evening Primrose, Night-blooming Jasmine , 
plus rarer Cuban and Haitian ritual plants used for  Dr. 
ZorrillaÕs alkaloid extractions. Growth is lush and  
layered; anything smaller than a large trunk can be  
concealed. Timed mist discharges every quarter hour . 
Nectar dishes encourage pollinators. 
 
Fauna: Moths and small fruit bats are drawn in thro ugh 
the vents and encouraged by shallow dishes of sugar ed 
water placed among the beds. 
 
Lighting: Modified arc-lamp with rotating polarized  
filters simulates a 28-day lunar cycle via clockwor k 
regulator. Blackout curtains isolate lab lighting. Lamp 
emits faint buzz and intermittent flicker. 
 
Environment: High humidity. Damp soil scent mixed 
with faint ozone. Organic debris accumulates betwee n 
cleanings. Maintained, but never pristine. 
 

 

Horrors of the Mazorra: 
 

A 1930s Pulp Cthulhu scenario (cont.) 
 

 
Re-cap AoM #245: The InvestigatorsÕ evening at 
Mazorra began with a reception at the DirectorÕs Ma nse, 
where Director MachadoÕs genial authority seemed mo re 
of a performance. The fa•ade fractured when the inj ured 
Dr. Llerena appeared and was swiftly removed before  he 
could speak freely. Shortly after, an unsettling pa inting 
was unveiled and a guard was found collapsed inside  
the locked room. A mysterious telegram led to Direc tor 
ordering Capt. Gandia to begin the emergency evacua tion 
of a Pavilion. Guests and visitors hastily withdrew  for the 
night. The disrupted dinner however grants the 
Investigators a rare advantage: with security distr acted, 
they were no longer under constant watch. 
 

KeeperÕs Note:  Rest & Fatigue - Unless actively 
interrupted, Investigators can secure ~6Ð7 hours of  rest 
between ~01:00 & ~07:00. Disturbed rest imposes 
narrative pressure, not mechanical penalties, unles s the 
Keeper wishes otherwise, in which case they can imp ose 
a Penalty Die for all Cognitive and Athletics rolls . 

 
The Mysterious Telegram 
 
Ordinarily, ÒDirectorÕs Eyes OnlyÓ telegrams are 
delivered directly to Director Machado and shown to  no 
one, not even Esperanza. They are briefly logged at  the 
switchboard for verification; the carbon copy is th en 
destroyed and the entry removed from the register. 
To Esperanza, who accidentally was given and read t his 
one before it was sealed, and to any Investigators who 
later recover the crumpled sheet Machado discarded,  
the Spanish text appears routine: delivery timing a nd 
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maintenance access at the Santa B‡rbara Pavilion. 
Why, then, is it restricted? Why destroy all copies ? 
ItÕs because this message is not ciphered but 
steganographic: pre-arranged terms carry secondary 
meanings understood only by President Machado and 
his correspondents. The number in the first line 
indicates the hour. ÒLibraryÓ or ÒSanta B‡rbaraÓ re fers 
to the vault beneath the pavilion. ÒFumigateÓ signa ls the 
need for a secured two-hour window. ÒNo visitorsÓ 
orders the building cleared. ÒSecond cousinÓ identi fies 
President Machado as sender. 
 

 
 
Taken together, the telegram is an extraction order . It 
directs Director Machado to clear and secure the Sa nta 
B‡rbara vault at a specified hour in preparation fo r 
removal of sensitive materials, in this case the 
withdrawal of ill-gotten funds from President Geral do 
MachadoÕs concealed Mazorra vault. 
 
Only Director Machado understands the full meaning.  
He instructs Captain Gand’a to evacuate the pavilio n 
under a fabricated pretext. Gand’a passes along a 
different explanation to his men. Each level receiv es 
only what it must. In light of current events, the 
implication is unmistakable. This is not routine 
administration but a final retrieval. Director Mach ado 
quietly begins packing personal papers, cash, and 
valuables from his own safe, preparing for immediat e 
departure by chauffeur-driven car to Havana and lik ely 
beyond. 
 
Esperanza at first cannot reconcile the harmless 
wording with the DirectorÕs sudden talk of bomb thr eats 
& evacuation. Only after his flight does she realiz ethat 
the telegram meant something else entirely. 
  
10:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m.: After Hours at La 
Oficina  Unobserved  
 

SIDE-BAR: CONCURRENT NOCTURNAL INVESTIGATIONS Think of 
this night as up to six parallel lanes of investigations, up to one 
for each Investigator, each having a different degree of danger 
and payoff.  There is also always the option where Investigators 
can go off into the night do the completely unexpected.  

!
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After the Mazorra guards unlock La OficinaÕs front 
doors, they usher the group into the darkened lobby  
and depart with visible haste. No guards remain. Th e 
Investigators and their companions are left unobser ved. 
The lobby clock reads 10:40 p.m. 1 
 
¥! Dr. Arturo Viela  & Dra. Elda Real , excuse 

themselves early, citing morning duties.  
¥! Lt. Col. Francisco Vives  also retires early, saying 

he must write letters and pack before catching the 
8 a.m. train to Habana.  

¥! Dra. Gilda Ramagosa  can be Persuaded  to talk. 
She adds she can make big urn of coffee, having 
missed this at their dinner and have it in the Dini ng 
Room at La Oficina  

¥! Ricky Morales, can also Persuaded but says he has 
to checking in at the Switchboard for something; he  
has taken over an empty second-floor room in the 
VisitorsÕ Quarters.  

¥! Israel Castellanos , camera case in hand, plans to 
photograph fingerprints and complete paperwork, 
inviting Flash to join him in the Dactyloscopic 
Laboratory  darkroom; says he will have coffee first 
too 

¥! Dr. Prats  is absent, having earlier left by 
ambulance with Dr. Llerena  & RN Y‡niz . 

 
With the guards withdrawn and dinner formalities ov er, 
the mood is looser. NPCs are more forthcoming, 
especially in one-on-one exchanges.  
 

 
 
NPC AVAILABILITY & INFORMATION 
 
Senor Othello !Romero y Barbero  (Tuck Shop Mgr. & 
former Bruja)  
 
Shutters are up & the shop dark. But a phonograph 
player is murmuring Cuban music . The slowly pulsing 
red glow in the back is his cigar; he says sleeps o n a 
mattress behind the counter to deter recent theft 
attempts. If vouched for by Mons. Aurelio and shown  
the loaned crucifix, Othello speaks politely & offe rs 
rum in a teacups & cigars. 
¥! Former Santer’a  practitioner; ceased after losing 

his sight. Still knows the Orisha traditions. 
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¥! Speaks of Palo Mayombe , a darker current 
invoking nkitas , spirits of the dead, for personal 
ends. No Baron stands at its head 

¥!  Assists only if convinced Baron Kriminal 
threatens balance or innocents. Authority, haste, 
or coercion silence him. 

¥! HeÕll pass over a matchbox; inside is the Glass Eye 
of Eleggu‡, a crystalline Cowry shell he will loan.  
[details omitted for space] Failure to return = dir e 
consequences. 

 
Lic. Israel Castellanos  (Dactyloscopic Lab ) 
¥! Develops FlashÕs film; comment on odd images 
¥! Says Police HQ radio facsimile traffic from Havana 

ceased yesterday, but the carrier signal remains 
open. ÒThis is the beginning of the end. Wiser to 
leaveÉbut a perfect moment for a photo-journalist 
to make a lifetime scoopÓ 

¥! If trust is earned, says fingerprinted all Staff & 
Investigators. One is not who they claim to be (wil l 
not say; KeeperÕs Choice if not a PC). 

¥! Also, if trusts, says he knows which evidence files  
are missing for the two patients sought; retains 
secret microfilm copies. Shares copies freely; does  
not know who removed originals. 

 
Ricky Morales 
¥! Knows which telegram log entries the Director 

ordered falsified after messages from ÒYour 
Second Cousin.Ó 

¥! Intends to review the Switchboard log before it is 
altered again overnight; will either persuade or 
bribe Teresa Pacheco to access the log. 

¥! Wary of Lt. Col. Vives. ÒHe asks the wrong 
questions about certain patientsÉ and sends too 
many telegrams overseas about them.Ó  

 
Dra. Gilda Ramagosa (in her La Oficina room [GR]) 
¥! Guarded before colleagues; avoids speculation. 
¥! Knows ZorrillaÕs lab lies off the westbound main 

tunnel, not directly beneath M1; Evelio Gil assists  
his work & usually lives in town 

¥! She can be Persuaded to escort them to see 
Isabela Varona, the artist of that evenÕs painting.  

¥! In private 1:1 admits her contingency plan to 
extract vulnerable women if collapse begins. 

 
Dra. Elda Real y Oro & Dr. Arturo Viela 
¥! No response at VielaÕs [AV] door; no light within; 

bobby trap gun has been reset. 
¥! A typed English note on EldaÕs door [R yO] reads: 

For our safety we are remaining inside. I have 
ArturoÕs pistol and will use it if forced. Do not 
knock. Do not enter.  

¥! Listen can hear EldaÕs voice singing softly 
Guantanamera over & over like a mantra. 

 
Lt. Col. Francisco Vives ( secretly slipped off to meet 
Y‡niz in his cottage to plot a scheme to help CEDAÕ ).  

No answer to knocking. Light visible beneath door &  
transom but his room is silent & empty until he 
returns to his room [FV] ~ 04:00 a.m. If searched: 
¥! Locked briefcase (Hard difficulty to pick) has 

Eugenics File. Inside is a report ÒExtraordinary 
Cognitive Manifestations in Colonial Youth 
PopulationsÓ written by Dr. A. Viela.  

¥! Also photos of 6 ChildrenÕs Pavilion inmates, and 
handwritten reports on each.  IQ sheets (Dra. 
RealÕs). Notes on Òatavistic resilience.Ó Marginali a: 
ÒAptos para traslado discreto.Ó  Hermes & Solita 
are marked for discreet transfer to Spain; not 
adoption.  

¥! If room searched, he will know this on his return.  
 

Sra. Teresa Pacheco  (Switchboard until 07:00) 
In her booth, an island in the darkness of the 
corridor; is on headset and plugging in local Mazor ra 
calls and connecting outside calls too. She respond s 
to Persuade  if legitimacy, not urgency. Fast Talk  risks 
shutdown; Intimidate  backfires. Shares only if 
irregularities threaten institution. 
¥! Prats in M1 DoctorsÕ Lounge tonight. 
¥!  Zorrilla paid privately for a 200Õ telephone line 

installed to his Aux lab under M1 
¥!  From eavesdropped or logged* calls: 

o!22:05: URGENTE / SOLO PARA LOS OJOS Y 
OêDOS DEL DIRECTOR* 

o!22:50: MachadoÕs chauffeur phones Main 
Gate re pending departure. 

o!23:35: Gate guard leaves message for Capt. 
Gand’a; Director Machado left for Habana. 

o!00:00: Gate reports 2 scheduled visiting 
vehicles w/ 4 motorcycle guards. 

o!00:15 No response GandiaÕs call to Manse 
o!01:38: all 6 visiting vehicles have left.  

 

KeeperÕs Note:  23:00  La Oficina Dining Kitchen 
Eavedropping.  A light is visible through the cracks in 
the door & servants can easily be heard in the kitc hen 
dropping off baskets of soiled dinnerplates & cutle ry.  
¥! A successful Listen  roll catches Esperanza instructing 

staff to secure perishables, leave washing up to 
morning, and then retire immediately to the servant sÕ 
barracks per Capt. Gand’aÕs orders.  

¥! Esperanza will notice if someone is the Dining Room  if 
lights are on (The service doors have small wired-g lass 
observation panes). or persons heard speaking via a  
brass speaking tube connects the Dining Room to the  
kitchen corridor (n.b Investigators who inspect the  
Dining room may attempt Hard Spot Hidden  to notice 
the tube, or Hard Listen  to detect someone using it). 

¥! If Esperanza listens via the tube, she hears normal  
conversation without a roll. Whispered speech 
requires an opposed Listen  roll.  If both sides are 
actively listening, resolve with opposed Listen  rolls. 
Both may succeed. What Esperanza hears shapes her 
later interactions, particularly if their remarks s uggest 
altruism rather than self-interest. 

 
Other NPCs Requiring Effort to Reach 
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Some conversations require leaving La Oficina.  Ricky 
Morales can indicate locations on a map for RN 
Beatriz Montalvo, Mons. Aurelio, & the TB pav. 
 
Mons. Aurelio (found praying in Mazorra Chapel until 
midnight; then retires to adjacent quarters.)  
¥ Explains Cuban Santer’a centers on the Orishas, 
such as Obatal‡, Chang—, & Oshœn, and reverence for 
ancestral spirits, the Egœn. 
¥ Notes that while death spirits exist in Afro-
Caribbean traditions, the Haitian loa Baron Krimina l 
is not part of mainstream Cuban Santer’a.  
¥ Identifies Othello as the most reliable source on  
Santer’a  practice within the Mazorra. 
¥ Will loan a silver crucifix and provide a vial of  holy 
water if respectfully asked. 
 
Director Machado (inside his Manse until 23:25) 
¥! 22:25Ð22:55  Retires upstairs; empties safe, 

removes cash and bearer bonds, burns 
incriminating papers; one telegram only charred 

¥! 23:25  Chauffeur quietly summoned; luggage 
loaded. 

¥! 23:30  Departs Mazorra via main gate. Gate 
notifies switchboard; later informs Gand’a. 

 
Senorita Esperanza Hidalgo-Gato 
 
22:25Ð23:00  Supervises post-dinner clean-up at the 
DirectorÕs Manse. 
23:00Ð23:55  At La Oficina  kitchen, inventories 
perishables; dismisses staff early. 
00:00  Returns to the Manse. Finds the study 
disturbed, safe emptied, fireplace warm with paper 
ash. Director Machado gone. Most suits, luggage, 
even shaving kit removed. A brief note was left: 
 
ÒEspe, urgent matters require my presence in Habana . 
Remain at your post and speak to no one. I will sen d 
for you. Ñ M.Ó 
 

 
 
Midnight Actions :  Esperanza removes her earrings and 
necklace, places them in a jewellerÕs case, & begin s 
selecting travel-worthy dresses without changing ou t 
of evening attire. She methodically packs clothing,  
jewellery, and sturdy shoes.  
 

Armed with a two-shot .22 derringer in her purse, s he 
exits via the rear, crosses Avenida çlvarez-Cerice,  notes 
the arrival of a Porra vehicle, and quietly moves h er 
1932 Packard Light Eight Convertible Coupe from the  
closed garage. The car is fuelled. She parks briefl y in 
front of the Manse, loads luggage, then returns it to the 
garage and locks it. Time: 00:25. She misses Capt. 
Gand’aÕs 00:15 call to the Director. She retires to  her 
room, takes a bromide, and attempts sleep. 
 
Demeanour: If encountered that night or the followi ng 
day amid collapse, Esperanza is composed but strain ed. 
MachadoÕs flight has shaken her. She feels abandone d, 
exposed, and quietly furious. Loyalty fractures int o 
calculation. She does not panic. She reassesses. 
 

SIDE-BAR Esperanza Recalculates. Beneath perfume and poise, 
Esperanza is deciding whom to survive with. If treated with 
respect, she may reveal: 
¥ Machado gave no hint of departure before the telegram. 
¥ If not already taken, she retains the original telegram & will 
share its contents once trust is established. 
¥ His ÒevacuationÓ story was rehearsed, not improvised. 
¥ Machado was corrupt, but not gratuitously cruel; not Porra. 
¥She names Gand’a, Y‡niz, Llerena, & others  (all Porra) far 
worse; she retains discrete blackmail material as insurance. 
¥If confronted about abandonment, she says, 
ÒHe always said Cuba required sacrifice. I did not expect to be 
the offering.Ó 
 
If pressed or threatened she retreats into cool disdain & denial. 

 
RN Beatriz Montalvo (In her private cottage.)  
No cap; hair down, streaked grey. Revolver within r each. 
Speaks plainly. 
¥!Saw Sra. Violet del SangariaÕs after she was murder ed. 

Ligature marks inconsistent with ÒaccidentÓ claimed  
by Persian; only he could have killed her; Capt. 
Gand’a knew & tolerated it. Yoboma is a Òuseful too l.Ó.  
Beatriz has both a copy of the original & later fal sified 
death certificate (MD left for the US). 

¥!Deputy Chief RN Y‡niz has hosted foreign visitors, 
including Lt. Col. Vives, late at night in his cott age. 
 

LONGER ENCOUNTERS:  

 
Encounter with the Dying Bokor 
 
The TB Pavilion sits at the far western wall, near the 
cemetery to the south and west gate to the north. 
The ward smells of disinfectant, damp linen, and ru sty 
iron (old blood). Curtains hang between beds like 
shrouds. Masked nurses move quietly (2 by day, 1 at  
night).  When asked, they are directed to one bed, but 
are admonished not to speak loudly or long because of 
the other patients.  
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Behind one curtain 
lies the failing body 
of Mateo Derosiers.   
He is cachectic, 
almost skeletal 
beneath blankets, 
and his chest 
rattling with each 
breath. Bloody rags 
are folded neatly at 
hand. He watches 
with clear, intelligent 
eyes and murmurs 
in French to the air 
just above his 
shoulder. 
 
When addressed, he is calm and direct. ÒI am not ma d,Ó 
he says in English with a French accent. ÒI am dyin g.Ó 
 
He admits to being a Bokor,  a sorcerer who served the  
loa Òwith both hands,Ó meaning he practiced both 
healing and selfish magics. ÒHoungans and mambos 
tend toward restorationÓ, he explains; Òbokors occu py a 
necessary, darker place in our spiritual orderÓ. He  
claims he filled that role with dignity, and only a t the 
request of others. Until now. Ò 
 
Here in Cuba, faith becomes illness when it belongs  to 
the wrong people. I whispered to the Baron not for 
rescue, but because when one is half-dead, one thin ks 
carefully about what should be done when one is ful ly 
dead.Ó 
 
He does not threaten the Investigators. Instead, he  asks 
who now commands the Mazorra, who disappears 
quietly, and whether cruelty has truly faltered of late, or 
merely grown more discreet. 
 
If Asked About Baron Kriminel (BK) 
¥! Mateo corrects gently: ÒNot who. Not even what.Ó 
¥! He describes the Baron as Òthe part of Death that 

remembers injustice. He is not evil, nor is he good .  
He is.Ó 

¥! Says Baron Kriminel is not summoned, only 
recognized  and allowed passage  

¥! ÒThis Baron appears when a death is denied 
meaning: hope extinguished, a cry for help 
ignored, and a corrupt lie made unchallenged and 
so official.Ó 

 
If Asked How Many Porra Must Die 
¥! Mateo appears puzzled. ÒI did not ask for a 

number. Only that the debt be balanced. The 
Baron does not count score with bodies. 

 
If Asked where the Baron is right now 
¥! Mateo appears puzzled and looks again above his 

left shoulder ÒHe is here right now. Silent. 
Listening. Judging. He judges you, right now.  Not 
by your words but by your deeds. The Baron  does 

not know your motivations, nor does he care, only 
your deeds.Ó 

 
If Asked What Happens When Mateo Dies 
¥! This unsettles him. ÒThe promise was not made to 

me. I was only convenient to open the way.Ó 
¥! ÒIf balance is not restored as promised, the Baron 

continues faithfully, without judgment. Think of 
the Baron as like a spiritual hurricane that will 
tear the roof off a house to get to one that must 
die.  But as the house collapses others in that 
house may also die.Ó 

 
If the Investigators linger, & just as the Duty RN 
motions them to leave) 
¥! ÒIf you truly wish the Baron to stop, do not hunt 

him. Name the injustice.  Name the truth. Name 
the dead. Make lies impossible. Pull those out who 
deserve to die out into the open less the whole 
Mazorra be flattened.Ó 

¥! He coughs, and folds the red stained cloth and 
closes his eyes. Still closed, he murmurs 
ÒMonsters end when secrets do.Ó 

Encounters At Santa B‡rbara Pavilion 

23:15Ð23:40 Pre-Midnight Evacuation 
¥! At 23:15 Capt. Gand’a orders the WomenÕs 

Violent/Refractory aka Santa B‡rbara  
Pavilion  cleared under the pretext of a sewer 
gas leak. Five orderlies and eleven guards 
escort thirty-six women out the fire exit and 
across Avenida çlvarez-Cerice. They range in 
age from 20 to 67 and all are wearing grey 
hospital smocks with their hospital ID 
numbers stencilled across the front. Two 
Night Duty RNs assist. By 23:40 Santa 
B‡rbara stands empty. 

 

 
 

¥! Gand’a quietly orders several guards to lock 
interior access from M2Õs north-south 
corridor toward the Violent/Refractory ward. 

¥! Each woman is issued a blanket. Some are 
sedated. Most are not. They sit or lie along 
the sidewalk and narrow verge beneath dim 
lamplight and brighter moonlight. The 
unfamiliar exposure heighten agitation and 
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one laughs uncontrollably. Another claws at 
unseen pressure and is struck down. 
Murmurs spread. 

¥! They all await the ÒExperts from Habana.Ó 

 

00:00 The Midnight Arrival 
¥! Two dark armoured limousines enter, escorted by 

four Federal Police guards on motorcycles. Engines 
cut but headlights remain on. 

¥! Four crewmen exit the cars; they wear overalls and 
have rope and mining helmets. Two riders carry 
automatic pistols; two openly carry submachine 
guns. 

¥! The brigade leader, in overalls and steel mining 
helmet, presents sealed Presidential authorization 
to Captain Gandia. ÒI am with the Brigada de 
Desactivaci—n de Explosivos (i.e. ÔBomb SquadÕ). 
ÒCredible intelligence suggests multiple A.B.C. 
explosives devices are hidden beneath the Santa 
B‡rbara airing yard set to go off at dawn.  So many  
of teams on high alert we are borrowing cars from 
the Ministry.Ó Gand’a notes that staff and patients  
were told it was sewer gas. The leader nods. 

¥! Four heavy duty laundry carts are requested. 
¥! Heavy metal cases are unloaded. The squad refuses 

exterior access and proceeds through M2 interior 
corridors. Gand’a mentions locked doors; the leader  
requests the keys. 

¥! Gand’a attempts to follow them. A moustachioed 
motorcycle Federal Policeman blocks him and 
presents the seal again. Gand’a withdraws, checks 
his watch: 00:10 a.m. 

 

KeeperÕs Note:   Investigators observing outside must 
make an opposed Stealth roll against Gand’aÕs Spot 
Hidden (55%, see AoM #241).  Several (1d6) bored in -
patients are hypervigilant. At the KeeperÕs discret ion 
they may also roll Spot Hidden  or Listen.  Use the highest 
successful result against the InvestigatorsÕ Stealt h. 
If the in-patient succeeds at a Hard or Extreme lev el, 
they cry out, drawing immediate attention. 

00:10Ð01:25 Waiting 
¥! Gand’a stations himself across the street. The 

women sit in loose rows. He orders silence. 
¥! From beyond M2 faint metallic impacts and 

chain movement carry across the yard. 

!
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¥! At 00:22 a harsh metallic squeal cuts through 
the night, followed by the unmistakable rush of 
water; hydrants run for ~50 minutes 

¥! 01:19 the interior doors open. Carts emerge; 
pushed by four crewmen soaking wet in their 
overalls with the other two guards; across the 
street the loads appear heavy. 

¥! At 01:25, the leader, after removing sodden 
overalls & towelling off his face, approaches 
Gandia; he reports multiple devices rendered safe. 
From a soaked canvas satchel, he produces a 
scorched metal cylinder with exposed wiring. 

¥! When Gand’a reaches for it, the leader withdraws 
it slightly. ÒFingerprint analysis needed but typic al 
A.B.C. designÓ He adds that ÒÉcounter-blast 
sandbags were deployed and became saturated 
once hydrants were opened. The Brigada  recovers 
its own materials...double sifted sand is safest. O ur 
inspection is complete-Ó 

01:28Ð01:35 Perimeter Break 

 

He is interrupted when a lone figure, a man, 
approaching from the west steps into the headlight glare 
wearing a lab coat. His skin appears spotted, mottl ed, 
and in the Moonlight these shimmering flecks seems to 
glow faintly iridescent -like Measles?  Chicken Pox ? 
¥! A patient close to him screams, ÒÁTiene la peste!Ó 2  
¥! Another shrieks, ÒÁSe est‡ derritiendo!Ó 3 
¥! Panic erupts; Guards lose control instantly. 
¥! One motorcycle guard fires a machine gun burst 

into the air. The effect is immediate; patients 
scream/scatter into the road & shrubbery. 

¥! The figure staggers and runs west. Several women 
claw at him. His glasses are knocked askew. His lab  
coat tears, exposing further mottled and flecked 
with a glittery unnatural sheen when seen by 
Moonlight.  

¥! Suddenly the two armoured limousines engines 
roar to life, & four motorcycles do likewise. The 
convoy of vehicles make a slow U-turn through the 
crowd of panicking patients & the cursing guards.  

#!","#-%#."(&-/)+!
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SIDE-BAR: MAZORRA VAULT EXTRACTION TIMETABLE 
00:20 Ð Yard Entry: Four Porra loyalists & Army engineers, enter 
the 50! 30 ft airing yard via M2 with 4 hospital carts carrying 
fake bomb-disposal equipment. Two motorcycle guards are with 
them. The central 4! 4 ft storm grate is unlocked.  
 
00:22 Ð Simulated Cloudburst: All four hydrants are opened 
fully; 3000 gallons/min pours out. A stopwatch is started as 
water sheets across all sides of the yard & starts falling into the 
junction chamber 20 Ôbelow. This chamber links the modern 8-ft 
eastÐwest trunk to a square ~1900 northÐsouth culvert. A two-
stage flood regulator controls access. The lower south slide gate 
opens first under rising head. The north gate remains latched, 
controlled by a float in a non-visible stilling well.  As the water 
begins gushing into the yard, the 6 Porra methodically dump 
their sandbags and build a low horseshoe berm around three 
sides of the grate, leaving one open throat so runoff streams 
along a single wall and into the stilling-well intake. The 
concentrated flow raises the float in the stilling well to release 
height, unlatching the north flood gates & lifting it in its grooves. 
The north route is now open to their passage, but only while 
hydrants run and the directing sand-bag berm fools the flood 
control system to keep the north gate open. Practical hydraulic 
window: 30Ð40 minutes, hence the stop watches.  
 
00:24 Ð Descent: While the two motor-cycle guards remain on 
top to assemble the hoist frame, rope & pulleys, by headlamp-
light the 4-man Porra team descends iron rungs into the junction 
chamber, water flowing down the north side of the opening. Into 
the bottom with a roar. They duck under the lip of the north gate 
and move north up a slightly rising 7Õ square brick tunnel. 
After ~50 yards they reach a disused eastÐwest brick sewer 
interceptor 6Õ square. They go west & twenty-five yards farther, 
past two unused sewer side tunnel intersections, they find 
timber hoarding wall with placards marked PELIGRO Ð 
PROHIBIDO EL PASO, one of several they passed. Behind one 
placard a concealed lock opens the false barrier, revealing a 
reinforced bulkhead beneath the dormant old Laundry Pavilion. 
 
(~00:35Ð01:05 am) Vault Accessed: The bulkhead opens onto a 
reinforced chamber faced by a 6-ft circular bank vault door of 2-
ft thick WWI-era battleship steel, installed during post-1926 
reconstruction. A central dial and four keyed locks sit at cardinal 
points. Each Loyalist carries one key and knows only one dial 
position and turn in the required sequence. As each number is 
reached, the corresponding key is inserted and turned. When the 
final sequence completes, the counterweighted hingeless door 
pivots inward. Inside a chaotically pile of crates and boxes.  
deposited from above via a concealed one-way steel night-
deposit chute hidden in the abandoned Laundry Pavilion. 
Reverse access is impossible. One wooden case has ruptured; 
400 oz ingots of gold bullion had spilled loose.  Two hand carts 
& two long dollies they brought along are used to pile on cases 
selected to meet vehicle payload limits (~1,000 lb / vehicle 
beyond driver weight).  
 
Vault Withdrawal (~01:10 am): In 2 trips, ~2,000 lb total is 
carted past the north gate to the storm chamber while hydrants 
continue to run. Before 2nd trip they reseal the Vault. Once the 
2nd load clears the gate, the carts/dollies are abandoned in an 
old sewer construction hoarding. The motorcycle guards remain 
topside assist with hoisting crates by rope and pulley.  
 
Reset (~01:20 am): Hydrants are closed gradually. As runoff 
subsides, the float drops, the 2 slide gates re-seats & the north 
one latches shut. Sodden sandbags are slashed & kicked inward 
to fall below into the chamber. The grate is replaced and locked. 
The four Porra loyalists emerge soaked & exhausted. With 
assistance from the two dry motorcycle guards, they push the 4 
heavily laden laundry carts away to the exit. If uninterrupted, 
extraction leaves little evidence beyond a sodden airing yard. 

KeeperÕs Choice: Further complications In addition to 
chaos triggered by the 1:30 a.m. unexpected arrival  of 
Evelio Gil (see below), you can have: 
 

! Extraction Delay Chaos. A cart fails, a crate falls/splits, 
and 400 oz. Gold bullion ÔbricksÕ or bundled notes spill. 
Delay 1d6 !  5 minutes. If occurs on surface and seen by 
Guards, patients, Gandia, staff, rumours spread at once 
& GilÕs riot will ignite earlier and wider. If anyo ne tries to 
stop them or grabbed spilled bullion or paper money , the 
Porra Loyalists may begin a gun-fight with the Mazo rra 
Guards, only 2 of which are armed with firearms, al ong 
with Capt. Gandia himself.  

!  
! A Subterranean Traffic Jam of Witnesses. The Porra 

team is observed in the old sewers or new & old sto rm  
drains by one or more of Tambor, Jerem’as 
ÒExecutionerÓ Yohama, Claudio Rivera y Zayas, or an y 
snoopy Investigators on hand. Claudio confronts 
intruders if necessary. Tambor learns route and tim ing. 
Jerem’as ÔThe ExecutionerÕ Yobama may attempt 
interference & attack the team.  

!  
! Shadow In The Vault. Pulp heavy Investigators with 

exceptional Stealth  may also trail the team, observe the 
eact combination sequence, & even steal keys. They may 
be seen by the extraction team or other subterranea n 
witnesses.  They may get in, but can they get out a fter 
the reseating of the sewer gate; their own escape i s left 
to each Keeper to decide. 

!  
The BaronÕs Icy Hand. Baron Kriminal  may manifest & 
corrode the vault mechanism (locking open or closed ) if 
the Investigators have earned his wrath. Or he coul d 
sabotage the Porra Loyalists limousine brakes just before 
the convoy departure. they fail on a downhill river  bend, 
all vehicles are lost; there would be no Porra surv ivors & 
~1 million pesos of MachadoÕs money vanish, as does  all 
evidence after the hurricane days later.  

 
01:35Ð02:00 Violent Re-containment 
¥! The midnight Ôexpert visitorsÕ convoy hits no one, 

but keeps driving to the MazorraÕs main gate 
without assisting Capt. Gandia for the chaos they 
caused. The east gate is opened, & the vehicles dri ve 
off along the Boyeros Road. 

¥! Whistles blow. Lanterns rise & batons used freely. 
¥! Most female patients are escorted or dragged back 

inside M2. One guard is bitten.  
¥! By 02:00 a.m.: 

o! Just four patients still unaccounted for 
o! Five minor injuries; one broken wrist 

 
02:00Ð03:00 Patient Round-up & Suppression 
¥! Three patients are caught; one remains loose. 
¥! Inside the Santa B‡rbara Pavilion: 

o! The most agitated patients are sedated  
o! Multiple patients insist intruder was Ònot 

humanÓ & describing spotted shimmering  in 
Moonlight; they are isolated & strait-jacketed 

o! Rumours spread among the now muttering 
guards; Gand’a shuts them down too, 
threatening with a snarl strait-jackets for anyone 
to mentions this too. 
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03:00Ð04:00 An Uneasy Quiet 
¥! The Pavilion is resealed; water drains from yard. 
¥! Headcount confirms one patient still missing: 

Se–orita Dolores Garc’a, La Bella Asesina  <see AoM 
#240 in E&A #3>. 

¥! Gand’a delays further search until the 07:00 shift 
change and dog handlers arrive. 

¥! Two guards remove gloves and notice faint 
discoloration and irritation. These are dismissed a s 
friction or chemical exposure. 

¥! As Gand’a returns to his own Manse ~04:00 a.m., 
details from the night trouble him: 

¥! Armoured limousines, not service lorries 
¥! Equipment heavier than on return 
¥! Refusal of assistance from his men in searching for  

any A.B.C. bomb 
¥! That was no Brigada team he decided; who were 

they and what did they get?  
 
The Man in the Painting Encounter 
 

SIDE-BAR RECAP: Since 17:00 Lic. Evelio Gil has been resting in 
the auxiliary laboratory following his 16:00 exposure to the 
spring-loaded finger-bone vial taken from Brujo Matteo 
Derosiers. Dr. Zorrilla presumed alkaloid toxicity and 
administered physostigmine and bromide, promising to return by 
midnight.  He did not. Flow that follows: Outside panic "  Gil 
flees "  re-enters Auxiliary Lab "  barricades after his return. 

01:00 to 0131: The Contagion Spreads 

Shortly after 01:00 am Gil wakes up alone in the bu nk 
room of the Aux. Lab. He notes headache, dry mouth,  
and itching skin. Raised patches on cheek and forea rm 
appear smooth and uninflamed; he does not study the m 
closely. Concerned that Dr. Zorrilla has not return ed 
because he is ill himself, Gil leaves the lab via t he 
concealed ventilation kiosk and heads west along 
Avenida çlvarez-Cerice beneath a gibbous Moon. 
 

 
 
At ~01:30 he encounters two black cars with their l ights 
on, four motorcycles nearby. Then a the same time h e 
sees a mass of evacuated female patients seated und er 
guard, a flashlight beam strikes his face. A patien t 
recoils, screaming in Spanish that he is Òmelting.Ó  Panic 
spreads. Guards shout. The night is shredded by the  
sound of a tommy gun firing. Patients scream and fl ee 
in all directions, and as he tries to do the same, some of 
the female patients point at him, grabbing at him, 
touching/clawing at his lab coat & other clothing.  In 
the blundering confusion, the now Twsha contagious 

Gil manages to tear free, seeming to hear following  
footsteps running after him.  

01:43 GilÕs Return to the Auxiliary Laboratory 

Shaken, Gil re-enters the concealed lab beneath M1.  In 
the washroom mirror the changes are no longer 
ambiguous. Irregular patches across forearms, neck,  
and one side of the face are faintly translucent. B eneath 
the skin, musculature and vessels are visible as if  seen 
through frosted glass that is gradually clearing. 
 
He does not appear wounded. HeÕs hollowing out ! He 
staggers out and to the Main Lab.  
 

KeeperÕs Note:  Body Horror Realization:  Gil must 
make an immediate SAN roll (1D3 / 1D6). He begins w ith 
SAN 67. If he loses 5+ SAN he suffers a Bout of Mad ness  
Psychosomatic Hallucination where he becomes 
convinced: 

¥! his organs are already visible 

¥! others can see through  him 

¥! something is moving under his skin  
 
If no Bout is triggered, he immediately develops a 
compulsive coping behaviour: 
¥! Bandaging areas tightly ÒInvisible Man-likeÓ 
¥! Applied makeup to obscure 
¥! Repeated skin checking under magnification 

 
Daily SAN rolls begin immediately thereafter (1D4 /  1D6 
at Keeper discretion as stress continues). 

 
Encountering Gil in Dr. ZorrillaÕs Laboratory  
 
If not discovered by tracking Gil after the 01:30 a .m. 
disturbance & following him down the concealed 
stairs, there are other ways the lab can be found v ia 
prior clues, or Spot Hidden , Electrical Repair,  etc. 
 
¥! New 200Õ telephone cable branching from M1 

electrical roomÕs telephone junction box west 
along the tunnel ceiling & then disappearing 
inside south wall at the obscure door  

¥! heavy-gauge electrical cables following the above 
path with abnormal high & late-night current 
draw  

¥! scattered feed pellets before that same door 
 
The door to the Aux. Lab  is industrial steel, fire-rated 
in weight and construction with reinforced hinges. 
Newer mortar around the frame. It is locked (Hard).  

!
Entrance & Past the Barricade (after 02:00 a.m.) 
 
If door opened & after 02:00 the lower access of th e 
sloped tunnel is barricaded from within using hospi tal 
carts, broken tables, and stacked animal cages. A s ign 
taped to the outer door reads: Á CUARENTENA! NO 
ENTRAR. 
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White rats shift inside the cages stacked in a hast y 
barracade. In low light their eyes reflect light li ke rubies. 
If the Investigators force entry, they pass through  a 
corridor, then several sets of double doors past it  (see 
prior room descriptions) & find themselves in the M ain 
Laboratory.  
 
In the centre of the floor sits a man in his fortie s, 
dishevelled, lab coat torn, bow tie loose. He close ly 
resembles the figure from VaronaÕs painting based o n 
SolitaÕs account. 
 
Across his exposed skin are irregular strange fleck s.  
 

 
KeeperÕs Note:  SAN Guidance to seeing Gil 
¥ First view at distance: no roll 
¥ Close examination of the flecks show they ae not 
marks but portions of translucent skin where intern al 
structures are weirdly visible: 0/1D4 SAN 
¥ If translucence visibly spreads or shifts during the 
scene: 1/1D6 SAN 
 
Contagion Risk Gil is infectious by contact, not 
airborne. 
Transmission occurs via: 
¥ Prolonged skin contact 
¥ Moisture or visible residue 
¥ Open wounds 
 
Precautions:  
¥ Gloves, masks or cloth barriers prevent exposure 
¥ Alcohol cleansing within minutes allows CON roll to 
resist infection 
¥ Open wound exposure requires Hard CON 
Failure initiates Stage 1 infection within 12Ð24 ho urs. 
Observing translucence in plants or bat: 1/1D4 SAN.  

 
Behind him stands a screened cylindrical vivarium. 
Plants within are bathed in blue-grey light from a 
suspended silver-spectrum arc lamp. Several leaves 
show blistering and partial translucence. A bat wit h 
faint iridescent spotting darts within the enclosur e. It 
does not appear entirely opaque 
 
Dr. Evelio Gil (Stage 2 Twsha Transformation) 
 

!
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Gil (lucid but shaken):  ÒRamon asked me to open an 
artifact built into an old metacarpal bone. The X-r ay 
showed it was hollow, with a glass vial inside and a 
brass cap. I wore gloves but must have set the scre ws 
wrong. It was trapped. Something black came out, th e 
thinnest jet of rope-like threads, not really a spr ay, onto 
my wrist. I flung the bone while shaking it off. Lu ckily 
most of the black substance seemed come off the ski n, 
and the rest to shrivel away but burned.Ó  
 

KeeperÕs Notes: Lab as described before, except   
¥ In the fume hood: a large charred mass and a part ly 
opened bottle of sulphuric acid (burned clothing). 
¥ The bone finger elixir vial is NOT present; howev er, 
Spot Hidden  finds across the room under a table small 
clutter of tiny knurled brass fittings next to a sh attered 
glass vial.  

 

SIDE-BAR: OPTIONAL COMPLICATIONS: 
¥! Senorita Dolores Garc’a (ÒBeautiful MurderessÓ) is hiding out in 

the Vivarium. After her escape she followed Gil inside down into 
the lab and donned menÕs clothing found here. Her smock is 
rolled up and concealed under leaves. 

¥! In the Vivarium, something resembling a pale, bony centipede 
moves beneath the artificial moonlight. It is the missing 
metacarpal bone that once held the vial. But it has altered due 
to Twsha exposure: thin filamented projections emerge along its 
sides, and its surface shows a faint nacreous iridescence 

 
He is fully aware something bad is happening to him  
and is terrified. He believes isolation will preven t 
contagion, hence the barricade. He (wisely) resists  being 
touched, warning the Investigators back ÒÉfor their  
sake.Ó He answers questions quietly and with effort . He 
asks repeatedly whether Dr. Zorrilla is safe. He re quests 
the first-aid box from the washroom and begins 
wrapping his hands and forearms tightly in bandages . 
He avoids eye contact. If observed closely, he beco mes 
agitated. He states he is exhausted and needs sleep . He 
closes his eyes, and while shut weakly says; !ÒAlguien 
tiene que dar de comer a los conejillos de Indias p or 
la ma–ana .Ó4 Then falls asleep. 
 
Encounter with Dr. Ram—n Zorrilla  
 

SIDE-BAR RECAP: DR. ZÕS BAD DAY: 16:00 Ð Brujo/Bokor Mateo 
DerosierÕs vial discharges in GilÕs hands, but a bit of the Twsha 
elixir lands on his bare skin too. Zorrilla assumes alkaloid 
contamination & performs decontamination. Notes mild tremor 
in himself. Before dinner, his secret romantic companion RN 
Yolanda Heres observes pallor & macular patches at forearms 
and collar. Under lamplight they appear subtly translucent at 
certain angles. Zorrilla dismisses this as toxin urticaria. She 
helps apply make-up she to make him look more presentable, 
then has to leave to start her 19:00 night duty RN shift at M1; 
she is not infected. (yet). He misses cocktails & grimly attends 
dinner at 20:00 but at 21:00 Ð Withdraws from dinner citing 
fatigue and abdominal discomfort.   
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If he is approached 
between 23:00 and 
midnight, Zorrilla 
answers sleepily 
through the door. If 
persuaded, he opens 
it only a few inches. 
 
He appears exhausted 
and irritable. Ashen 
pallor, patchy 
discoloration at 
temples and wrists, 
sweating, and fine 
tremor are evident. 
 
He reports vivid 
dreams, headaches 
Òbehind the eyes,Ó 
palpitations, and poorly regulated temperature. He 
attributes everything to malaria worsened by stress , 
though he admits the fever pattern is ÒwrongÓ and 
poorly responsive to quinine. 
 
He ends the conversation firmly and requests to be left 
alone to rest. He will not open his door after midnight. 
 

KeeperÕs Note:  Keeper Notes:  Zorrilla is in early Twsha 
colonization (Stage 0.7). No visible transparenting  as yet 
& not contagious. Medicine (Regular); Symptoms could 
be a toxin exposure but not malaria.   

 
 
Encounter with La Pintora : 
 
Investigators are led down 
by Gilda Ramagosa (the 
only MD who can grant 
this permission) a  quiet 
corridor in Pavilion B to a 
room smelling of paint & 
turpentine. Isabella 
Dom’nguez Varona  sits 
beneath a light, painting 
with steady concentration. 
She looks up &, before 
anyone speaks, addresses 
them all in careful English 
touched with Spanish 
cadence. 
 
ÒBefore you say anythingÉ 
I am an artist. Not an oracle. No adivinaci—n5.Ó She 
gestures to the canvas. ÒI paint what people descri be. 
Like a police artist. The witness corrects me until  it is 
right. That is all.Ó 
 
At the ChildrenÕs Pavilion fence she met a little g irl 
named Solita. She described a bad dream: a spotted old 
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man in a long white coat with round glasses running  
past the womenÕs buildings with his mouth open. The re 
was a Ôcookie bite MoonÕ above, cars, motorcycles, and 
people sitting down.  The spots were stab marks fro m 
glass knives snapped off; you could see inside wher e he 
blood was. Isabel sketched & Solita corrected her u ntil 
the image was exact. 
 
ÒSo I painted. All morning. All afternoon. A nurse saw it; 
others came; the canvas was taken away to show whil e 
still tacky. Art lovers are foolish that way.Ó 
 
If pressed about prophecy, she remains firm. ÒI did  not 
see the future. I only listened. The child did not know 
who the man was or why it would happen, only that s he 
had seen it clearly.Ó  She said Solita also mention ed 
another child had tried to draw her dream in purple  
crayon. ÒNot as good,Ó Solita said. ÒShe didnÕt ÔseeÕ it 
properly.Ó 
 
After Varona left, she turned and noticed that a 
strange man approached the girl inside the fence. H e 
did not touch her, only crouched and spoke quietly.  
The child answered without hesitation, then gathere d 
her things and followed him out of sight. If asked,  
Varona produces a sketch of the man and allows the 
Investigators to keep it. 
 

    
 

KeeperÕs Note:  The sketch (see handout image above) 
depicts Spanish embassyÕs military attachŽ Lt. Col 
Francisco Vives .  The sketch is a good likeness if they 
have met him before and would be recognized with a 
simple Spot Hidden  roll.  Varona also sketched the CEDA 
lapel pin most accurately.  

 
If asked who admires her work:  ÒSenior staff, like 
Director Machado, Deputy Chief RN Y‡niz, & sometime s 
Dr. Llerena, linger longest. They bring better brus hes, 
fresh canvas, and ask leading questions. They never  tell 
me what to paint. Only what might beÉ interesting.Ó  
 
Asked about her toxic pigments:  Varona shrugs. 
ÒWell, I donÕt eat them, nor should anyone else.Ó If the 
Investigators press she asks quietly: ÒAre you here  to 
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observe, to fix, or to decide?Ó She requests better  light, 
proper canvas. And she asks that Solita be left alo ne. 
ÒShe didnÕt ask to be interesting. She only wanted the 
bad picture not to come next.Ó 
 
If President MachadoÕs name is spoken :  the room 
changes. Varona stiffens; her brush pauses mid-stro ke; 
her gaze fixes beyond the canvas. Dtr Ramagusa 
interjects quickly: "We do not say that name here!Ó  
Varona resumes painting, but the rhythm has altered , 
is tighter (n.b. she has delusion he is in love wit h her). 
 
Encounters Returning to M1  
 

 
 
Investigators may return to M1 to question Dr. Prat s in 
person, locate ZorrillaÕs laboratory, track Evelio Gil after 
the 1:30 a.m. performance, guard Dr. Llerena agains t 
further attack, examine the OR corpse, or seek urge nt 
care in the Infirmary. Any of these places them ins ide 
M1 before midnight. 
 
M1 itself is unusually quiet. The main entrance is 
locked, but the south Infirmary entrance remains op en. 
They can hear odd sounds of laughter past the 
curtains here. Inside looking up as the door opens:  
 
¥ Dra. Marta PŽrez, junior interne 
¥ Srta. Herminia G—mez, Night RN 
¥ Sr. Fausto Sotolongo, porter 
 
They are playing cards in the Infirmary with their sole 
patient [ KeeperÕs aside ; Sr. Amadeo Moran , janitor, 
who fainted after being ordered to clean the blood in the 
North Operating Theatre & struck his head. He is be ing 
kept for observation until midnight. They are playi ng 
the card game Brisca , at MoranÕs bedside.]. 
 
If asked, theyÕll say that there are no Mazorra gua rds 
remaining inside M1. A two-person cleaning crew & o ne 
late-duty RN on rotation upstairs.  They said they saw 
Dr. Prats & RN Y‡niz early with an unknown VIP pati ent 
with private paperwork. Dr. Prats is still somewher e 
upstairs, but Y‡niz came down & left M1 ~11:00 pm.  
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Encounter with Dr. Santiago Prats (Rooms in town; 
bunking in the M1 DoctorsÕ Lounge 2 nd  floor tonight) 
 
If they phone Dr. Prats: ÒSorry senor/senorita, thi s line 
is NOT private. Right Teresa?Ó & a female gasp is h eard 
then a click.  He quietly hangs up on the call if p ressed. 
 
Visitors to the M1 DoctorÕs Lounge however are allo wed 
in after speaking through door and convincing Prat 
(Persuade ) the door is unlocked. Lamp low, his coat still 
on; he is doing paperwork. He is tired but more can did 
without his colleagues present to judge him. 
 
Re OR manifestation:  ÒYes. It wasÉ not explicable by 
ordinary means. Supernatural  is  the right word. But if 
we permit the word supernatural  to enter discussion, 
panic will complete what the event itself began.Ó 
 
Re Llerena:  ÒLlerena is confined to a private room on 
the third floor here. ÒIn his sleep he repeats over  & 
over: ÔNo era humanoÉ no era humanoÉÕ Ó6 
 
Re Zorrilla:  ÒHe is not conventionally ill; itÕs not 
malaria. I have not seen him since the dinnerÕsÉ 
disruption. He pursues certain ethnopharmacological  
interests. Discreetly. But he confuses pharmacology  
with folklore. His laboratory is somewhere beneath M1.Ó 
ÒHe isÉ personally involved with Nurse Yolanda Here s.Ó 
 
Re Gil:  ÒGil? Yes. The laboratory technician. He assists 
Dr. Zorrilla. He is competent. Very meticulous.Ó 
 

 
 

KeeperÕs Note:  If told Mazorra guards are gone (and this 
is before the Midnight Manifestation  event, see below), 
Prats stiffens. ÒContainment depends on armed guard s 
AND locked doors. Only other patients there are The  
Executioner & Urrutia, shacked to a bed. I must che ck 
upstairs on Francisco.Ó He retrieves lab coat and 
discreetly arms himself with a revolver from his sa tchel 
on the floor, saying ÒThere are rooms in this build ing I 
prefer not to go unarmed.  And still others not at all.Ó  

If while talking with the Investigators & the Midnight 
Manifestation  is heard upstairs, Prat does not speak 
immediately. He counts the seconds between impacts.  
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Then quietly, ÒThat was not normal. We go upstairs.  
Together.Ó  He again discretely arms and dresses hi mself 
as before, & brings his syringe case & M.D. bag.   

 
Midnight Manifestation (M1 3rd Floor Event)  
 
At midnight metallic concussion erupts from the 3rd  
floor.   Or rather, in rapid succession the crash o f four 
heavy metal clad cell doors striking corridor floor  within 
3 seconds of each other. No patient screaming, only  iron 
reverberation. 
 
And then prolonged silence. Silence. Silence. 
 

 
 
At precisely midnight Baron Kriminal  invisibly manifests 
along with a chill on the 3 rd  floor of M1.  Facing the 4 
centre rooms, the Death Loa accelerates metal decay  
using his supernatural Ritual Corrosion . Much of the 
steel in Rooms 2-3 through 2-6 corrodes to dust. Hi nges 
fail. Doors crash outwards onto the floor. The 
concussion carries down the stairwell. 
 
Only three in-patients occupy this section of the t hird 
floor of M1 this evening: Jerem’as ÔThe PersianÕ or  ÕThe 
ExecutionerÕ Yobama in 2-3, Baltasar ÔThe HammerÕ 
Urrutia in 2-5 (see write ups AoM 240 in E&A #3) & Dr. 
Llerena in 2-1.  See map below. 
 

 
 
Jerem’as was sullenly moved here for Dr. ZorrillaÕs  tour; 
Urrutia was moved here and shacked due to his savag e 
beating of a fellow patient (a sadistic torturer). Security 
posts were reduced earlier in the evening, so no gu ards 
are present. One night RN covers the ward alone & s he 
is on a break ( Yolanda Heres ). When the metallic crash 
erupts Urrutia must rolls POW (fail = stunned 1D6, 
success = stunned 1D3). 
 
Jerem’as leaves his room immediately. Like the 
leopards he worships, he prowls silently the corrid or of 
the third floor.  He notices no guards, and further  along 
enters Room 2-1 at 12:15. Llerena lies sedated.  
 
He does not awake ever again. For Jerem’as, this ki lling 
is deliberate and personal.  
 

Yolanda arrives moments later and sees the aftermat h 
of his cold-blooded murder: she screams & screams 
again as Jerem’as turns toward her, teeth filed and  
bared and bloodied.  
 
She faints.   
 
Jerem’as only realizes Urrutia is nearby when the 
nearly seven-foot Afro-Cuban former heavyweight 
launches forward, bare fists driving into him with 
concussive force.  
 
The murderous cannibal Leopard Man Cult shaman is 
hurled against the wall, his head and shoulders str iking 
plaster with a wet impact.  
 

 
 
ÔThe HammerÕsÕ own shackles had powdered into metal  
flakes also with the Ritual Corrosion, and he had 
shaken off being corrosively stunned for 1 round fr om 
the loud noise of the four falling doors.   
 

KeeperÕs Note: Jerem’as Yobama (18 HP) 
Jerem’as has taken one monster blow from Urrutia 
(1D6+2D6); likely suffering a Major Wound if reduce d 
below 9 HP (CON 80; on success remains conscious; m ay 
spend Luck [30] to do this). The blow had staggered  him 
clear of the nightstand. Resolution depends on 
Investigator arrival. 
 
No Investigators Present 
The brass bedside bell overturns and rings sharply.  
Urrutia rolls POW: 
¥ Fail: panic incapacity 1D6 rounds; crouches, cove rs 
head, non-responsive. 
¥ Success: disoriented 1 round. 
While Urrutia is impaired, J. flees. Yolanda 
alive/unconscious; Llerena dead.  Prats will arrive  as 
J. flees to M1 basement, enters the new storm drain s via 
hospital laundry, & heads toward the dormant Laundr y 
Pavilion (secret Leopard Man cult temple). 
 
Investigators Arrive During First Exchange (Before 
Bell Falls) 
Urrutia & Jeremias fighting; Yolanda unconscious. 
¥ If uninterrupted, Urrutia lands second decisive b low (J. 
likely "  ~0 HP). Outcome: captured & badly injured. 
¥ If Urrutia distracted/stopped, J. attempts to bre ak 
contact (Opposed Brawl/Grapple). 
%Ð Success: gains 1 round movement; once out of sigh t 
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may roll Stealth (70%) to flee out stairs/window 
%Ð Failure: remains engaged. 
¥ If a body collides with the nightstand ( Brawl  or violent 
shove), the bell tips, falls, & rings; Urrutia roll s POW as 
above (note can only be affected when not in panic) . 
¥ Outcomes: J. escapes wounded or Brawls  for 2 rounds; 
he claws with his hands, will bite with his sharpen ed 
teeth, twist dodges, sideways slips only to whirl, circling 
low seeking openings, then leaping with leopard-lik e 
hyperkinesis.  
 
Investigators Arrive After Bell Rings 
On entry: Llerena dead*, Yolanda unconscious, Urrut ia 
incapacitated (failed POW) or disoriented (success) . 
¥ Two options A) J. has fled with Yolanda, but is s low.  
B) He remains briefly 1d3 rounds to complete a Bloo d 
Rite (KeeperÕs choice). If still present, he crouch es over 
LlerenaÕs body, bloodied, removing heart or liver*;  
witnessing: active cannibalism SAN 0/1D4; witnessin g 
the aftermath is only 0/1D2. 
¥ Bloodied but mobile, J. attempts to break contact  
(Opposed Brawl); if free, Stealth (70%) to flee; 20 % 
attacks isolated PC; 10% seizes Yolanda as hostage and 
escapes into the storm drains; leaving a trail of r ust, iron 
dust & blood and possibly dropping Yolanda who slow s 
him down 50%. He flees to the Old Laundry pavilion to 
lick his & makes a vow to deal with the Investigato rs & 
Urratia both within 48 hours. 

 

SIDEBAR:  The BaronÕs Inevitable Due Investigators cannot 
prevent Baron KriminalÕs Ritual Corrosion. If Llerena dies in their 
presence, the Death Loa de-manifests in peals of ghostly 
laughter. If they are absent, Llerena dies regardless. 
However, if present and actively guarding him, they may avert his 
death. Doing so provokes the Baron; his next manifestation will 
involve them directly. 

 

 

COMMENTS 
E&A #8 

 
MYLES CORCORAN: Snerk re ÔflaggerbastardÕ. RAE 
Mausritter  write-up; I love you mouse mystery; echoes 
of Basil of Baker Street series. RYQTM: I liked ÔWhat 
Stalks the DeepÕ better than the second book but le ss 
so than the first.  
 
RYCTM on Mazorra maps : I make these myself, by what 
is probably the kludgiest method imaginable. I begi n by 
hunting online for vintage plans or period images t hat 
feel right. I screenshot several, drop them into a blank 
PowerPoint slide, & assemble them like a digital cut-
and-paste collage: copying, flipping, resizing, 
overlapping, and adjusting transparency until 
something plausible emerges. Once it looks convinci ng, 
I screenshot the composite & trace over it directly  in 
PowerPoint  using rectangles, lines, and simple shapes. 
I block out walls, carve open spaces, patch over wh at I 
want to ignore, and add doors and corridors by hand . It 
is less drafting than architectural collage.  
 
DYLAN CAPEL:   I am in favour of comments not 
counting against the 16-page limit for submissions for 

E&A. This would allow myself for example to provide  
more comments and even intermix images with them 
 
ELF:  re cardboard worth its weight in gold : ItÕs sobering 
to realize what collectors will pay for MTG cards a nd 
adjacent role-gaming ephemera.   
 
LISA PADOL : See my DM I had so many replies Lisa! I 
also picked up ÔTales of the Caribbean.Ó 
 
JOSH KRONENGOLD : All the best re your job hunt! 
After your formatting comments I made some changes.   
 
MARK A. WILSON:   RYCT Lisa Padol on job hunt 
revelations:   woah what a bleak & demoralizing gauntlet 
of unethical and sleazy tactics you experienced!  M y 
sympathies. Thanks for your comments to me about 
Sadie & improv fiddle playing. 
 
BRIAN ROGERS: Sympathies re the combo Christmas 
holiday + household-illness (w)interlude Bri. 
 
JOHN REDDEN:   Thanks for your kind words, John. I 
never played Ticket to Ride  on a map of San Francisco; 
it looks like fun! RAE rest of write-up too.  
 
MICHAEL CULE :  ThatÕs quite the bonkers scenario 
idea, set in Canadian waters no less (which somehow  
reminds me of a off-brand of bottled water).  But I  want 
to know more about that Ghost Ice Breaker  you met at 
Dave LangfordÕs place 50 years ago now.  
 
CLARK B. TIMMINS:  Your Ossuary Wraith  & the Grave 
Sovereign  should be suing each other for IP violations 
for stealing each otherÕs look & feel! RAE. 
 
MATT STEVENS:   Thanks Matt; I donÕt think we will get 
another dog for a very long time, if ever. :( 
 
PEDRO PANHOCA DA SILVA & CAMILA LOUREN‚O 
PANHOCA:   re your remarks that Sleeping Beauties and 
Some Awake  & Snow White and the Seven Versions , a 
Òfalse sense of interactivityÓ: I agree. As the aut hors 
themselves explain (YouTube), the stories follow a linear 
spine; all ÒchoicesÓ either end the tale outright ( a side 
dead end off spine) or let the usual story continue . The 
result feels less like a guided tour of IF than a g immick. 
Original or unfamiliar stories might allow for more  
genuine divergence, but where are they? 
 
JIM VASSILAKOS:   Re minor characters:   Thanks Jim!  
IÕm writing all this up about the Mazorra not only to be 
used for role-gaming by others but also being a bit  fun 
to self-experiment in creative writing as well.   
 
Everyone Else: Thanks all for your sympathies for our 
late Sadie; and for everyone else  RAEBNC 
 
 

 
Feb 21st 2026. BCM 
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