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, JQRUDEOH 7KHPH IRU ( $

7TKH EHVW ZRUVW IXQQLHVW PRQVWH

, DP QRW D JRRG WDFWLFLD'Q' EXW L
FDPSDLJQ WKH SDUW\ VWUXJJOHV P
DWWDFN IURP UDQJH XVH KLW DQG |
WR HQJDJH ZLWK WKH SDUW\ IURP P>
7KHVH WHQG WR VSOLW WKH SDUW\ I
RFFDVLRQV KDG 0LO®QBLQU]DBB\ DC
VSHOOV DW KHU SXUVXHUV ZKLOH WI
ZLWK WKH PDLQ JURXS RI HQHPLHV

$QDQIKWHU PRYLQJ RXW RI UHDFK R
KHDOLQJ VSHOOV WKDW KH GHVSHUL

7KLV ZDV RQH RI WKH IHZ JDPHV WKL
SOD\WWHVW EHIRUH WDNLQJ WR D FRC(
GHVFULSWLRQV PDNH VHQVH" :HUH W
GHFLSKHUDEOH HVSHFLDOO\ VLQFH
FRPH ZLWK LQVWUXFWLRQV " &RXOG
WKH DOORWWHG KRXU JDPH VORW"
WKDW PRVW RI LW ZRUNHG DV H[SHF'
WKH KDUGHVW DQG PRVW REWXVH D

2QH RI P\ IHDUV ZDV WKDW WKH SOD'
HTXDOO\ HQJDJHG ZLWK WKH JDPH D
DQG RU WKDW DOSKD JDPHUV ZRXO
FRQWHPSODWLYH RU VRIWHU YRLFHV
ZRXOG @H EXW , GRQ W NQRZ ZKR ZF
WKH FRQYHQWLRQ )RUWXQDWHO\ W
FDVH +DSSLO\ WKH TXLHWHVW SOD)
VLWWLQJ QH[W WR KLV GDG WRRN V
DQG zZDV HQJDJHG DQG KDYLQJ IXQ L

, UDQ WKLV X\MO®RDRAG 5ROHSOEBWWJL
FDQ HDVLO\ EH DGDSWHG WR RWKHU
ZDQWHG ZDV VRPHWKLQJ VXSHU VLP!
IRFXV RQ QDYLJDWLQJ 7KH /DE\ULQW
VA\VWHP

,Q :56 SOD\HUV GUDZ D QXPEHU RI F
DELOLW\ VFRUH DQG ORRN IRU FDUG
WKH DELOLW\ 6XFFHVV - 4.

6XFFHVVHY , P UHDOO\ RQO\ PHQW

7TKH SDUW\ ZL]DUG DND 7KH 3DUW\

VRPH RI WKH GHVFULSWLYH WH[WPDNH\
HDV\ HQRXJK WR WUDQVODWH WR \RXU V

-ROWYVY DUH D PHDQV WR GLVFRXUDJH FK
IRUFLQJ SX]]JOHVY DQG WR WKUHDWHQ WK
URRP GHVFULSWLRQ VDWWV FIX MURIDAW HUA
PHDQV WKH\ DUH LQMXUHG LQ VRPH zZD\
RI WKH MROW GHSHQGYV RQ WKH URRP D
GHVFULEH LW LQ D ZD\ WKDW VHHPV WK
DSSURSULDWH

'KHQ D FKDUDHWMWD WKROW GUDZ D FDUC
VXLW (DFK VXFFHVV FRXQWYV DV ZRXQ(
GRHV QR ZRXQGV EXW GRHV NQRFN WKF
XQFRQVFLRXV IRU KRZHYHU ORQJ VHHPV

:KHQ D FKDUDHWMU RX PRUH ZRXQGV W|
PDNH D UHFRYHU\ FKHFN XVLQJ 6SLULW
FDUGY HTXDO WR WKHLU 6SLULW DQG UFL
VXFFHVV

&KDUDFWHUV ZKR DUH VWLOO DW RU P
RQH RI 7KH /RVW DQG DUH GRRPHG WR Z
/IDEA\ULQWK IRU HWHUQLW\ 2U WKHLU VR
GHSHQGLQJ RQ ZKDW VHHPV EHVW

TKRRU ZDOOV DQG FHLOLQJ DSSHDU W

VPRRWKZRLWH FRQFUHWH SDQHOV IHI
JURRYHVY EHWZHHQ WKH SDQHOV DUH WK
SDSHU 7KH URRP LV OLW E\ UHFHKWVHG F
FHQWHU RI HDFK FHLOLQJ SDQHO 7KH O
ZDUP JORZ RI VXQOLJKW RQ D ODWH DXV

7KH GRRUV DUH IHHW DFURVV DQG ELIX
PLGGOH ZLWK QR GLVFHUQDEOH JDS 7K
DQG D KDOI IHHWMADKO DL WWEESRMKUHH K H
GRRUV DUH D FRXSOH LQFKHV WKLFN DQ
WKH ZDOO

1R URRP FDQ KDYH PRUH WKDQ RQH GRR
WLPH D GRRU LV RSHQ FRQQHFWLQJ WZI
GRRU LQ HLWKHU URRP FDQ EH RSHQHG
RFEXSDQWY RU VRPHRQH WU\LQJ WR HQ
WKRVH WZR URRPV 7KH FORVHG GRRUYV
ORFNHG FRQGLWLRQ XQWLO DOO GRRUV

6DQ -RVH &DOLIRUQLD

VHI[DJHVLPDOLDQ#JPDL



'KHQ XQORFNHG GRRUV DUH RSHQHC
6RPH GRRUV FDQ RQO\ EH XQORFNHG
LQVHUWHG DQG WZLVWHG 8QWLO Wt
GRHV QRWKLQJ 3UHVVLQJ WKH EXWV
ZLOO FORVH WKH GRRU 6RPH GRRNV
ZKHQ FORVHG

'RRUV RSHQ IURP WKH PLGGOH VOLC
HLWKHU VLGH :KHQ FORVLQJ GRRUYV
DQG FDQ EH HDVLO\ EORFNHG IURP F

7KH GRRUV DUH SUDFWLFDOO\ VRXQ(
WR SXRWW LQWR EDQJLQJ RQ RQH VL
HOVH RQ WKH RWKHU VLGH KDG WKH
WKH\ FRXOG KHDU LW

1RUPDO GRRU L
OHIW DQG XQO
ULJKW VWDWH

® @
@O

00 0@
@O

7KH ORZHU URZ
NH\HG GRRU OR
PDJHQWR WKLV
H[DPSOH LQ OR
OHIW DQG XQO
ULJKW VWDWH

, FUHDWHG HYHU\WKLQJ LQ *RRJOH 6
GLDJUDP DQG GHVFULSWLYH WH[W S
QDYLJDWLRQ ZKLOH UXQQLQJ WKH JI
GLG FUHDWH D YHUVLRQ ZLWK WZRM
ZKHQ , SULQWHG WKHP RXW %DVLFD
SDSHU WLOHV LQFKHV VTXDUH WK
FKDUDFWHUV RSHQHG GRRUV DQG QI
7KXV WKH SOD\HUV DOZD\V KDG D PI
EHHQ DQG FRXOG VHH WKH KROHV Zk
KDYH GUDZQ WK L ¥ RQVDREDWHKWHO HP D ¢
ODUJHVW EDWWOHPDS ZDVQ W TXLW|
RYHUDOO ORRN LV FOHDQHU DQG F
WKRXJK , VSHQW DQ KRXU ZLWK P\ S
SDSHUFXWWHU GD\V LQ DGYDQFH

I, ZHUH WR GR WKLV DJDLQ FEXEKR
UDWKHU WKDQ DQ [ VTXDUH EXW
WR PLQG , zDV DOUHDG\ WRR IDU GF
UHZRUN HYHU\WKLQJ

7TKHUH DUH WZR DUHDV RI FRQQHFWF
WZLVWLQJ JHRPHWU\ 7KH\ DUH D JU/
EXW LQ SUDFWLFH WKH\ HQGHG XS E

7KH HQWU\ DQG H[LW URRPV * DQG $ |
LQFKHV VTXDUH , ZRXOG KDYH PDGH WK
QHHGHG WR VWLFN ZLWK [ 86 OHWW

, XVHG FKHVV QRWDWLRQ WR QXPEHU Wi
DOZD\V SRLQWLQJ XS RQ WKH SDJH RU D
SXW RXW WKH WLOHVY 7KH URRP QRWDW
UHPHPEHU ZKDW ZDV ZKDW )RU H[DPSO}!
DQG KDYH VRPHWKLQJ VSHFLDO DQG VK
VR , GHFRUDWHG WKH URRP QXPEHU

%XWWRQ WDRIRHPHPSW\ H[FHSW IRU D SHG#
UHG EXWWRQ 7KH FKDUDFWHU ZKR SUH)
IDFH WKHLU SDVWWAL XHWKH. RQ RQ WKH
FKDUDFWHU VKHHW GHWDLOHG ODVW L\
DUH JLYHQ D SLHFH RI WKH VXEZD\ WRN|
VXEZD\ WRNHQ DQG XVLQJ VQLSV WR EU
ZHGJHV 7KHUH LV SLHFH SHU 3& DQG V
WRJHWKHU WR IRUP D ZKROH WRNHQ :K|
DUH QRW UHTXLUHG WR H[LW 7KH /DE\UL
LQFHQWLYL]JHG WR JHW D ZKROH WRNHQ
NQRZ ZKDW LW PHDQV 7KHUH DUH EXW
/IDE\ULQWK DVVXPLQJ WKDW WKHUH DUH
IHZHU WKDQ WKDW WKHQ VRPH RI WKHP
GLVSOD\ DQ 287 2) 25'(5 ODQDJHPHQW

DUMSYBXOW RU WULFN\ SX]]JOHV \
PXVW VROYH WR JHW RQH RI WKH WHWU I
H[LW URRP $ 7KHVH DUH UHTXLUHG W
/IDE\ULQWK 7KH EORFNV DUH WHWURPL
EX\LQJ LQFK ZRRGHQ FXEHV DQG JOXLC
7KH URRPV DUH DOVR QDPHG EDVHG RQ

.HV URRPV QRWHG ZLWK D NH\ LFRQ DU
JHW WKH NH\V WKH\ QHHG WR IXOO\ H[S(
7KH NH\V bUH FRORUHG PDJHQWD \HOOEF
PDWFK WKH FRORU RI WKH ORFN VHH DE

OLVFHOODQHRXV SX]]JOH URRPV KDYH D F
EDFNJURXQG $WPRVSKHUH URRPV KDYH
DERXW WKHP EHFDXVH , UDQ RXW RI LG
MXVW DGGHG GHVFULSWLYH WH[W DQG F
URRPV

5RRPV FRQQHFWHG E\ D JUHHQ GRW GRQ
WULFN\ DERXW WKH GRRUV $ UHGWLUFC
LV ORFNHG XQOHVYV D VSHFLDO DFRVLRQ
D EODFN FLUFOH LV KLGGHQ 'RRUV WKD
QRWHG ZLWK D NH\ LFRQ 7KH QXPEHUHC
D SX]]OH RI KRZ WR HVFDSH WKH EORFN

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ

SDWULFN 5L«
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I, KDG KDG IRUHVLJKW , ZRXOG KD’
DW $ EXW EDVHG RQ KRZ WKH PDS t
RULJLQDO VNHWFKHYVY WKH 3&V HQWl
7TKRXJK WKHUH DUH OLQHDU VWUHWF
LQWHQGHG WKDW 3&V KDG WKH IUHH
SDWKV DQG EDFNWUDFN DUV QHEFRER R
* DUH GHVLIJQHG DV WUDLQLQJ ZKH
XVHG WR KRZ WKH GRRUV ZRUN KRZ

RQ

2QH RI P\ JUHDW IUXVWUDWLRQV ZKF
VRIWZDUH OLNH *RRJOH 60LGHV RU ¢
DOPRVW LPSRVVLEOH WR JHW D EXQI
SHUIHFWO\ 7KLV UHVXOWYV LQ DQ®& W
EHLQJ VOLJKWO\ RXW RI SODFH $SR:

GHVLJQHUV DQG WKRVH ZLWK $5 KDQJXS
RZQ

7R VDYH SDJH FRXQW , FRQVROLGDWHG
GLDJUDPV

'DUQLQJ , RIWHQ ZULWH (DVW ZKHQ , Pt
YLFH YHUVD 7KHVH HUURUV PD\ KDYH V¢
HGLWLQJ RI WKH IROORZLQJ URRP GHVF!

SDWULFN 5LOH\

4XDVLSVHXGROXGRJIQR\
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7KH 3&VvV HQWHU YLD WKH GRRU RQ W
6RXWK (DVW FRUQHU

SHWH KDV D SHUFK YRR D BRWHK HV ¢
I1RUWK :HVW FRUQHU +H ZLOO LJQRL
WKDW "WXBIN WKLQJVY RXW RQ WKHLU
DYDLODEOH VKRXOG WKH\ EH LQ GHV

$

7KH URRP LV D JLDQW FXEH PD\EH H
GLPHQVLRQ ZLWK WKH VDPH JULG RI
WKH ZHVWHUQ ZDOO QH[W WR WKH C
EODFN VFLVVRYU IHHWHDERYH WKH JUF

,Q WKH FHQWHU RI"ZHVMW HWQDERY® WKH
JURXQG WKHUH LV D EDFNOLW SDQHO V
DQG ZKLWH VTXDUHYV

'KHQ D WHWURPLQR LV SODFHG LQ WKH
FRORUHG VLGH IDFLQJ RXWZDUG GW ZLC(
JULG OLNH D FKHDS UHIULJHUDWRU PDJC(
LI DQ\ Rl WKH ZKLWH DUHD LV FRYHUHG
WHQ IRRW EORFN V RQ WKH HDVWHUQ Z
RXWZDUG WHQ IHHW LQWR WKH URRP

7KH SLHFHVY FDQ EH UHPRYHG HDVLO\ :K
EORFNV LQ WKH ZDOO ZLWKGUDZ EDFN L

7KH EORFNV PRYH VORZO\ EXW LQH[RUDI
SRVH DQ\ SK\VLFDO WKUHDW WR WKH 3&
WKHP RXW RI WKH ZD\ DV WKHFWQYB88\ T
JDS EHWZHHQ WKH EORFNV LQ DQ\ SRVL!
GHWHUPLQHG WR EH LQMXUHG E\ WKH E(
ZRXQGV GUDZ D FDURUMRY WKHLU H

2QFH DOO WKH EORFNVY KDYH EHHQ VOLC
JLDQW VWDLUZD\ WKDW WKH 3&V FDQ FO
7KH FOLPE UHTXLUHV QR GUDZ LI WKH\ F
UHDFK HDFK WHQ IRRW VWHS $ VROR 3&
VXFFHVVIXO 3K\VLFDO GUDZ EXW WKHUF

7KH 3&V FRXOG UHDFK WKH JDWH ZLWKR
EHLQJ LQ SODFH %XW WKH JDWH UHPDL
WKH EORFNV DUH LQ SODFH

7KH 3DQHO DQG 6ROXWLRQ

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ

SDWULFN 5L«
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,Q WKH FHQWHU RI WKH URRP LV DTWDXIHJB B83H GHEHRW
DQG D KDOI IHHW WDOO 2Q WKH WRGFKWW UH3IH E X

0] 7TKH EXWWRQ FDQQRW EH SUHVVHG XQOHVV WKH GR

2QFH SUHVVHG WKH ZDOOV GLVVRONMHDQGVV KN K\H JH
UHPDLQV LQ LWV GHSUHVVHG SRVLWLRQ

$

7KHUH LV D \HOORZ NH\ FRQQHFWHG WFRH DORLRUGRK B {
FHQWUDO VTXDUH 2QFH VRPHRQH V\WHS K IRIE ML WK \D|
WKH NH\ LV SXOOHG XS WR WKH FBIM\WQYRPHRHYH LK
RQ RQH Rl WKHVH WLOHV WKH NH\ FDQQRW GHVFH(

7KHUH DUH PDQQHTXLQV WKH VWDUV RZHWIOH)BDS
ZHLJKLQJ DSSUR[LPDWHO\ SRXQGV WHKQMXFBQ HG
VWDQG RQ WLOHYV

6R ORQJ DV VRPHRQH LV VWDQGLQJ RQLPGKN RO RZKH
WKH NH\ GHVFHQGYV [IHHW W UH@RD RWY¥H B BN \X6X
UHPRYHG IURP WKH WLOH $ SHUVRQ Rl PIRQIHI X\
VWDQGLQJ RQ WZR WLOHYV DW RQFH

'LWK WKH NH\ IXOO\ GHVFHQGHG D 3H\NGFWUR BLWE|
EHIRUH LW DVFHQGV RXW RI|I UHDFK RIPVIR® HRRIOGHK R DR
VTXDUH

$ $ % DQG % 5HIHU WR WKH ELJ PDS

7KH 6RXWK GRRUV RI' $ DQG % DQG WK¥W IRRPMK GR

DXWRPDWLFDOO\ ZKHQ WKH\ DUH FORVIBGL I 7T&RIR BD Q
RSHQHG DQG FORVHG LQ FORFNZLVH RBWADWIGF A E FU
" 7R RSHQ WKH 6RXWK GRRU RI' $ WKH BRRQNG
WKDW RUGHU WKH RUGHU DOVR ZRUNV

" 7R RSHQ WKH 1RUWK GRRU RI $ WIEH RERQWG
WKDW RUGHU WKH RUGHU DOVR ZRUNV

" 7R RSHQ WKH 6RXWK GRRU RI % W KH FEGSHRQHG
WKDW RUGHU WKH RUGHU DOVR ZRUNV

" 7R RSHQ WKH 1RUWK GRRU RI % WEH BRRQNG
WKDW RUGHU WKH RUGHU DOVR ZRUNV

&ORVLQJ DQG RSHQLQJ WKH VDPH GRRQFWZLFH UHV

SDWULFN 5LOH\ 4XDVLSVHXGROXGRJIQR\



$ ZLGH PLUURU JRMRRUUWR WKKS RQ WKH (DVW ZD

$ GLQLQJ URRP WDEOH ZLWK VHDWAK N LWRR B H,mU WK
DQ XSULJKW UHFWDQJXODU SULVP RI DEBPBQIDDH X @
7KH WDEOH DQG FDQGOH FDQQRW EH PRYHG

(YHU\WKLQJ LQ WBHFWRHREP LY WIKIH PLUURU H[FHSW
IXOO EDQTXHW DQG SODFH VHWWLQJVOQ /L GVRKWG RA
GLVVROYHVY DQG WKH FDQGOH PHOWWRM/R7R HODLYK W H
RQH PXVW SPPHH ® WKH VDPH UHODWLYH SRVLWLR(

$

7KH URRP LV GRPLQDWHG E\ ZKDW D SCBRID 8 X GAGRFO H HR

%

$ GLVFRUGDQW EX]ILQJ WLFNOHV \RXV V\RXQOHWEXE D\
YLEUDWH DQG \RX FDQ IHHO WKH RQVHW RI YHUWL]J

/JLQJHULQJ LQ WKH URRP WRR ORQJ DHT®HWHWU B LEH
WR QRW WDNH D :RXQG

%

$ ZLGH ZLQGRZ JRMRRURWPRWKHXS RQ WKH :HVW Z
ZLQGRZ WKH FRQWHQWVY RI URRP $ FDQ EH VHHOQ

7R OLJKW WKH FDQG GBI PHQPXRVRWEH DVVHG LQ WKU
URXJKO\ |IHHW DERYH WKH FHQWHUHR EWWH WRR B R
WKH FHQWUDO WE&PH DUHD ZLOO VX

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ SDWULFN 5L«



%

7KH (DVW GRRU FDQ RQO\ EH XQORFN&G LI SRZHUH(

, JQRUH WKH IROORZLQJ LI WKH FDQGOH LQ URRP %

(DFK WLPH D SHUVRQ HOQWHHJEDMWK B SBRHFEORUVDQHDU W
FHOWHU RI WKH URRP 7KHMFENUQQILWKRW KRH D 6 P/F
VXOSKXU (DFK SHUVRQ LV KDUDVVHG PHWXW RQW U
RQ D 3K\ WLFDO GUDZ RU EH VFRUFKHRORBRD VRRRAR(
DQ\ URRP H[FHSW % GLVDSSHDU LQ D FORXG RI VPH

2Q WKH IDU VLGH RI WKH URRP LV %® HVRRMR UWDIOJ
QRVH ZLWK HDFK EUHDWK ,W WXUQV D \WRXUZG WUWKHH
EXUQ ZLWK PDOLFH ZDLWLQJ T1BUWRPKRWHR PDNH \RX

7KH PLQRWDXU DOZD\V DSSHDUV RQ WE&SRWUWWHHL &K H
IURP ZKLFK WKH 3&V HQWHUHG

7KH URRP KDV QLJK LQYLVLEOH ZDOGVDRIUDPDNRW BK
® DUH ORFDWHG

(DFK WLPH VRPHRQH HQWHUYV DUW IO HR UHEXHPSW LWV ¥
WKH PLQRWDXU PRYHV RQH WLOH FORIVWKHUR WY HD
UHJDUGLQJ ZKR LV FORVHVW LW GRNQRARAWZRRYH W
DUH 7KH PLQRWDXU ZLOO QRW DWW DEQ FHQWKMHSK R
II |I OHDYHV WKH URRP WKH FUHDWXUH EHFRPHYVY GRFL(

7KH PLQRWDXU LV WUHDWHG DV DQ HQXLWRQPHLGW [
UHGXFHG E\ D 3& V 3K\VLFDO GUDZ

@ > UDQ WKLV JDPH WZLFH %RWK WLPH®W WKH PLQRYV

&

2QFH WKH GRRU LV FORVHG ZLWK \RJLDIDGP WROHQ
WKH O¥PWK/YQ D UHJXODU SDWWHURO DR WILRD CHONIRD (I

7KH ORQJHU \RX KDYH WR OLVWHQ WRHAMV WKH PRU

/JLQJHULQJ LQ WKH URRP WRR ORQJ DH/T®&HWHU P LEH
WR QRW WDNH D :RXQG

SDWULFN 5LOH\ 4XDVLSVHXGROXGRJIQR\



7KH URRPV & & ' ' KDYH D FRPSSOLFDWHG WRS

)RU H[DPSOH

7TKH 6RXWK GRRU RI'' OHDGV WR WKI®HBBXWX] GBRE
GRRU RI" 7KH :HVW GRRU RI''" OHDGM WR BKHI 1ERH
IURP WKH 6RXWK GRRU RI &

7KH (DVW GRRU RI'' VKRZQ UHTXLUHV D F\DQ NH\

C5 Ilﬁns cs#ll D5 cs5 m) D5 c5 {3 D5

§

T | T
C4 D4 C4 D4 C4 * D4 C4 I:.'}Ih D4

7KRRU WLOHV Rl WKLV URRP DUH KQ®DWE R WKONIH
/7] ZLWK D WKLFN VWULS Rl FRSSHU , @ RFEMUER D Q HWULD
v ] VL]H RI D UHIULJHUDWRU ,Q WK HDRWKSHRW FZAWE K U\

A Al A1 ] VKDSH XQGHU D JODVV GRPH 7KH FR&BHUWUKWWED\SH DF
v IVl v | SHGHVWDO ,W DOVR H[WHQGV IURP DVKRIQERRKMHRRP KR
o A A WKH ZDOO WR WKH FRQWURO SDQHO RI HDFK GRRU

7KH GRRUV FDQ RQO\ EH XQORFNHG DQBWKI& EO RK
VU T T | FRQWLQXRXV SDWK IURP WKH SRZHU VRXQ FHKW FE WK
ll A ] LQOD\V FDQ EH URWDWHG IUHHO\ EXS$WR K DWH RSQ\H CHU

—Seeleee=)  LQFUHPHQW )RU DGGHG PDOLFLRXVQGEVYQ WRB RV
LQGLFDWHG E\ WKH VSLUDO LQ * \HYQDWMR® \WJRP

&

7TKRAUVW WLPH WKH URRRH. YDHQWHIRXD GV RI JHQWO
KHDUG EXW LWV RULJLQ FDQQRW EH GHWHUPLQHG

$V PRUH SHRSOH HQWHU WKH URRP BQ X PRQ HWKLHO Y
JHWV PRUH LQWHQVH LQ ERWK YROXPBHBJIJRQG OKIYWHO
QRW UHVHW ZKHQ WKH FKDUDFWHUV OHDYH WKH UR

7KH 6RXWK GRRU LV RQO\ XQORFNHG LI SRZHUHG IU

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ SDWULFN 5L«



&

7KH URRP KDV WKH VOLJKW FKLOO DQG KXPW&UWWR
UDLQHG 7KH HDUWK\ VPHOO UHPLQGV \REKXRM ©RQKU
IRXQG

N O

7KHVH URRPV KDYH QRWKLQJ VSHFLDO QEBREW L\RKQHW}

\ '( VHH EHORZ

(
7KLV FLUFXODU URRP LV IHHW LR VBK B PRHW B @O 3
ZDOOV DUH PDGH RI PHWDO HPER\YDMGNVHAIWDKRD GURY

FHOWHU RI WKH URRP LV D VWXUG\ FKDRLQGKB QGILQJ
WULDQJXODU KDQGOH DERXRW IHHW IURP WKH

$00 WKH GRRUV DUH ORFNHG DQG UHRDEROMmMRFNBQ
URRP LV DFWLYDWHG

W WDNHV GHBUBRHWRWSHKE0O WKH FRUG 2QFH SXOOH
XS $Q\RQH ZKR KDV QRW DOUHDG\ EUDFH®G WX ARH
WR WKH ZDOO $ 3K\VLFDO GUDZ Q¥ D HRXQGH G KWRUD
HYHU\RQH WR WKH ZDOO IRU D PLQXMXD B - MRRIS FRP
VWRSSHG DOO WKH GRRUV EHFRPH XQORFNHG

7KH RULHQWDWLRQ RI WKH URRP UHODWA YHLW G HW
UDQGRPO\ :KHQ D GRRU LV RSHQHG BUPEZQMN ¥ XKGF |
WKH GRRU RSHQV XSR® ' , (

,/ D MRNHU LV GUDZQ GUDZ DJDLQ ERWWSXKHUWYBIQI(
GLVDEOHG DQG WKH FKDLQ EHFRPHV D VLPSOH XQO

SDWULFN 5LOH\ 4XDVLSVHXGROXGRJIQR\



7KH URRP LV HIWUHPHO\ FROG DQG RRXHWARHG KRW H
\RXU EUHDWK DV D WKLFN IRJ

® /LQIJHULQJ LQ WKH URRP WRR ORQJ DHT&HWHMW P LEH
WR QRW WDNH D :RXQG

7KH (DVW GRRU UHTXLUHV D PDJHQW R W H\R XEXGV KWDK
HOQOWHUHG WKLV URRP VR LW LV QRW DQ LVVXH

WKH 1RUWK ZDOO 7KH SRQG LV WRREBWRMSRB Q GNWXH U

7KH URRP LV GRPLQDWHG E\ D NRL (SRR ARPL QY JILM R
\ FDQ EH VHHQ VZLPPLQJ QHDU WKH VXUIDFH

7KH (DVW GRRU FDQ RQO\ EH RSHQHG IIWRRWBREHU
RXWOHW RI WKH SRQG LV YHU\ WRUMXZG P HSQ GW UAD B/
' RU HYHQ ' $Q\RQH ZKR GULQNV IUR® WRKGR QB
RQO\ JHWIWFRAL\R®FH IURP ' ' RU '

N— 6KRXOG VRPHRQH FDWWK RQHQRVWK®GH URG IURP URR
GLVDSSHDU DQG D EUDVV WRNHQ2QMORWHSHDY E D H
WKLV ZD\

DQG XQGHU WKH ZDOOV

W LV SRVVLEOH WR VZLP XQGHUZDWHWGRZIQWWHEP A
' $Q\RQH ZKR GULQNV IURP WKH VWUHBERW \FD® \ROQI
WKLHFEW RQFH IURP ' ' RU'

/N

? ' $ FRRO GHHRAWUIRP 1RUWK WR 6RXWK DFURVV W

$ ZDWHUIDOO FDVFDGHYV GRZQ WKH WKRKHWKEZO DI | %
JHQWOH PLVW HPDQDWHYV IURP LW B3QGHWSE H/ WRBD O
VRXWK DFURVV WKH FHQWHU RI WKH URRP DQG XQG

W LV SRVVLEOH WR VZLP XQGHUZDWHU RQYGGRQ@WRW,
$Q\RQH ZKR GULQNV IURP WKH VWUHDP D\Q RHQON R
HtHFW RQFH IURP ' ' RU°

_\\/\f

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ SDWULFN 5L«



L

7KERRU LV HIWUHPHO\ VOLSSHU\ $ VXAPRHUWTRQ DHH
IDOO DQG WDNH D %UXLVH RU EUXLNH® HRRQG$ E&XY
‘Ii) ' ODVW DV ORQJ

7KH :HVW GRRU UHTXLUHYV D PDJHQWD INHWRMLRDJIW
VHH URRP ) JLYHV WKH NH\KROGHU D MROW

(

7TKHUH DUH SHGHVWDOV LQ WKLV URRP ZLWK RQH

" $°VKLQJ URG IRU XVH LQ '
O " $ ERWWOH RI WHTXLOD DQG D VKRWK O®PYV VKK
(DFK VKRW UHVWRUHV :RXQG
" $ IRUWXQH FRRNLH 7KH IRUWXQH QRW LAXHD WHZH
XS EXW ZKDW ZH JLYH XS WKDW PDNHV XV UL

(

7ZR FXUYHG UDPSV RQ HLWKHU VLGH RO DMWKIR WRRPIK{
DERYHMRH 8SRQ WKH SODWIRUP VLWV DRJUHNWJIHID
F\DQ IXU DQG JROGHQ H\HV )URP LWDJEHIPWDV SHR BV
JUHHQ IHDWKHUV W H\HV \RX FXULRX\H® LG RAKH)

6WHS IRUZDUG <RX PD\ DVN DQ\ TXIHV WIRR @ KOHQ € H, V2
] DQG DV FRPSOHWHO\ DV , FDQ 6R 5&R® D/Q QR+ TBRVLK)
ZKDW \RXU IXWXUH KROGV

o

%H ZDUQHG WKDW \RXU TXHVWLRQ S OXXHRWDQRIUKBY

0 \RXU TXHVWLRQ LV ORQJ P\ DQVXHU \ZD ODQEHTXKR
RQH DQVZHU SHU SHUVRQ

SBURYRNLQJ WKHHQMDBFQHDWXUH ZRXOG EH D EDG LG

L

7LQ\ PRWHV RI GXVW VZLUO VORZODDWV \®XN&L QWU
FOLQJV WR WKH ZD O O VWRRUGCXDOHWVOVCGR Y WXXIHEH G E\ \}

7KH 1RUWK GRRU UHTXLUHV WKH \HO®RZDVHX QWRRR N
( LW UHPDLQV XQORFNHG

SDWULFN 5LOH\ 4XDVLSVHXGROXGRJIQR\



s ¢ 7 (|3
AN Y 4 N | 7KMRRU WLOHV Rl WKLV URRP DUH LQIOBLLIGGXL VBKVF R
o | REMHFW VLWV XQGHU D JODVV GRPH.Q RIW ¥RW Q KF

- -
'KHQ VWHSSLQJ RQ D QHZ WLOH PRVDLW BDRILP@IVH V]
\ \ 4 \ \ LQFRUUHFWO\ IURP RQH WLOH W R KWK M RICHIWWIDHIEX/O
- WKH PRVDLF ELUG SHFNLQJ WKH FKDUDR®QD® 02QH R
) ( DQG GLDJRQDOO\ IURP D FDUGLQD® BQNLRRNUY LM\ GF
FRXOG DOVR DGG LQ N QLJKWLQJD@WN\@IRU DGGLWL

7KH JODVV GRPH LV HDVLO\ UHPRY AIGHL 6 R X\WHKD @ RERHU
WKH \HOORZ NH\ WR RSHQ

(

7KH WLOHVY DSSHDU QRUPDO EXW WX®MD\DW H WBIS B LI(
FDXVHV LW WR OLJKW XS IURP EHOMRREZ R®@W MSSDLWY JL WU
UHVXOWY LQ D MROW 7KH RSSRVLWBD G®RR UWILLO®HV (D

1RWH WKDW WKH SDWWHUQ LQ URRP #H \RX FBB®H GBR W
WKH SOD\HUV DIWHU WKH IDFW \RXMPND\RX W X WHZ/LS

2QFH HLWKHU GRRU LV RSHQHG DOO WKH WLOHV E}

)

7KH URRP LV ELIXUFDWHG E\ D GHHKSH G RDWPFKW \DPV
PRQNH\ EDUV

7KH FKDVP LV MXVW DQ LOOXV%RRU FLUH B IVIHBNE\GK
EDUV LQ WKH FHQWHU RI WKH URRP KR\QXBVAK RQ \W A
DQG WRXFKHG 7KH UXQJWPKHURKXLOHBNVDRG WKHUH
WKHP WR DOORZ WKHP WR EH UHDFKHG G%RW KWER R
EDUV WR EH DFWLYDWHG %RWK GR RO\ DAUKH ORFNIH/
PRQNH\ EDUV DUH OLW $Q\ Rl WKWHX RO\ RQLDA D BW
"+DYLQJ PRUH WKDQ RQH SRLQW RI FRQWDFX\WQR®
WLPHV

"1RW OLJKWLQJ WKHP LQ RUGHU HLWKHU GLUHFW,
" 7RXFKLQJ DQ\WKLQJ RWKHU WKDQ ¥RRH URQBENW WK
UXQJ LV OLW

CIIIIrrrnm

)

7KH KRSVEFRWGEK Q WKH FHQWHU RI WKH URRRERQJY L
RXWOLQH DQG OLJKW XS IXO0\ ZKHQ DFWLVYPXWING EH
FORVHG IRU WKH KRSVFRWFK WR EH DRW N WWHXO H
WKH OLJKWY RQ WKH KRSVFRWFK DUW LYILW L$Y\ FD
VTXDUHV RI WKH KRSVFRWFK WR JR RXW

"+DYLQJ PRUH WKDQ RQH SRLQW RI FRQWDFW RQ I

"1RW OLJKWLQJ WKHP LQ RUGHU

"$Q\RQH WRXFKLRRD WHQH ROQAM WIKHDUH LV OLW

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ SDWULFN 5L«



L

6HYHUDO RI WKH OLIKWYVY RYHUKHDGIBWH EOBWYW @ WDk
RQ WHRIRU 7KH FRQWURO SDQHOV RI WKH 6 RWHGK DDQG
KDYH EHHQ SDUWLDOO\ ULSSHG RXWVRIRW KCH KZHDOOYQ E
WKHP 6RPHRQH KDV DOVR VSUD\ SDLQ@WHGKE RMHDY;
GULSSLQJ SDLQW ORRNV IDLUO\ IUHVK

7KH 6RXWK DQG (DvwW ZDOOV DUH DOWADRAN\ORFNHG

)

%H\RQG WKH LQLWLDO WLOH RQ WWHKHLR B ®RRKRB\KG
GURSYVY DZD\ LQWR D WKLFN ZKLWHIRRJL\9 IOALFHIVOH @&/ W
WKH IRIHPK DQ\ VRXQG

&RQQHFWLQJ WKH WZR SHGHVWDOVEDW DVWBWFNV D (
WKH SHGHVWDO ,W LV D VWHS RS WAR KM KEHD ESTHIDOM
RI  &URVVLQJ E\ KDQJLQJ IUBFXDOKW RDU KDO ML QL
HTXLYDOHQW WR D MROW LQ LQMXU\

TKIR RU LV GRZQ DQG WKHUH LV D GRRUQR QVWHK H5
GRHV QRW FDXVH WKH IRJ WR PRYH LQDAMWWHKER §HGW
SHGHVWDO VWDUWLQJ GRZQ ILIRRPPWWB OVB%Q DWW M/
ODGGHU WR WKH ERWWRP

L

7KH DLU VPHOOV RI PLOGHZ 7KH OLWKWHY JERHR L BDR]
UDQGR®EWXDWH LQ EULIJIKWQHVYV 7KH JURRYWXERH]
EURZQLVK GLVFRORUDWLRQ ZKLFK LV PQMWVSIKRHPU I
ZDOBRRU DQG FHLOLQJ PHHW

)

7KLV URRP GRHV QRW UHTXLUH WKH GRRUV WR EH H

6FDWWHUH®BRRQ IVUKH QHDUO\ LGHQWLFDO PDJHEW
XS RU UHPRYHG IURP WKH URRP DOONHXW GLRD $\SHH
QH[W NH\ WDNHQ GURSV WKH UHPDLQLQXQ@WW\O WR O
UHPDLQV LV D VLQJOH NH\ ,Q WRWW OV DWKIQUIFU R P QV

SEHSUHVHQW WKLV ZLWK D GHFN RI FEDGGE RDQWEKQROD
LW $V WKH NH\V GLVDSSHDU FXO OHWKKDGH WX H I51HA
DPRQJ WKH UHPDLQLQJ NH\V DVVXPLQJHDW \KD®QD\W
OLNHOLKRRG WKH ODVW NH\ WDNHQ LV WKH FRUUH

SDWULFN 5LOH\

4XDVLSVHXGROXGRJIQR\



)

,Q WKH FHQWHU RI WKH URRP LV D ODWK D WRIXGQ QLR
FKHFNHUHG WDEOHFORWK 2Q WKH WRSHRI| {DKHK WDY
VOLFH UHPRYHG DQG VHW RQ D SCHHWOHR 1) M[KHW\RD EW
DUH VHUYLQJ XWHQVLOV DQG PRUH WKDQHHPIRXRR
KDYH WKHLU RZQ VOLFH RI HDFK SLH

6HH WKH LPDJH RI WKH VOLFHV RW SWHR\S YRR B ROAWHWWR
DSSOH EDQDQD VSOLW EOXHEHUU\ FRKRPHR CCCHPIR @ U
PHULQJXH NH\ OLPH SHFDQ DQG SXPSNLQ

7DVWLQJ D SLH RWKHU WKDQ WKHURP WKPHWHHVKD
GHVVHUW 7KHUH LV QR MROW LI \MRIEB N$Q &K DWK B U K
WDVW\ (DWLQJ DQ HQWLUH VOLFH KHDI@VFD®RRQGON E
IURP WKLV RQFH

7KH FADQ NH\ LV KLGGHQ LQ WKH NH\ ORPHR®LH WRDKY
ELWH RI WKH E\WH WKH NH\ DSSHDUV LQ WKHLU PR

$ VSLUDO SDWWHUQ KDV EHHR® b DLIQW WG DRQ VR GWHKLH]
DUH FRQVLGHUHG SDUW RI WKH VSDRVBG GURW KNG R R
DFWLYDWHG %RWK GRRUV DUH ORKWNGEHN& QHYMNVX Q]
VRPHRQH PXWW VWHS RQ WKH VWDU 7KHQ ZD Q\WNLAXH,]
WKDW VHFWLRQ RI WKH VSLUDPDOZWQ@O HO L ¥KOWL W2 QW K H

2QFH VRPHRQH KDV FRPPLWWHG WR ZDODNQQIKWKH W
RQ WKH VSLUDO RU WKH VWDU RWGDUWEH B\ O K/HV
7KH WLOH LV DOVR XQOLW LI DQ\RBWY WWi S\H B'QRWY KA
DFWLYDWHG LW RWKHUZLVH E\WWDQGRRFN FDQ EH

* * * ‘

G6
/HDYLQJ 1RUWK IURP * RU 6RXWK IURPQJ !

6RXWK IURP * OHDGV WR * /HDYLQWRRWUYV T

$V \RX ZRXOG H[SHFW
G5

/HDYLQJ 6RXWK IURP * OHDGV WR *PUQF¥L!" !
IURP *

/JHDYLQJ 1RUWK IURP * OHDGV WR FRPIDFL G4
IURP * gl

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ

SDWULFN 5L«
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7TKIRRU WLOHV DUHWUBDRNHGLINGGWKH GU\ ODNHEHG
VXQ 7KH zZzDOOV KDYH D JORVV\ FHUDPLF VKHHQ

+

,Q WKH FHQWHU RI WKH URRP LV D SOW\FDRXQW®GV PEH.
DV GHVFULEHG EHORZ XQWLO ERWKDGRRWY HDQ 1D KK
XQORFNHG E\ XVLQJ WKH PHUU\ JR URXQG

- 6WHSSLQJ RQWR WKH PHUU\ JR URXQGRFODXMHN R H,
SRVVLEOH IRU D VLQJOH SHUVRQ WR\QRIKGRXY DQ
DQG VSUHDGLQJ RXW WKHLU OLPEVLVW @PPH WORDMHF
URWDWLRQV DV WKHUH DUH SHRSOH LQ WKH URRP

+

7TK9RRU LV FDUSHWHG LQ OXVK JUHH®RIIDBONVWH $F VMK
URFN OHVV WKDQ D \DUG ZLGH FRQQHFWV WKH WZR

2QFH ERWK GRRUV DUH FORVHG WKHDUJ KRYWMUD® B G
VSLQQLQJ LQ WKH DLUWKER SIWRXIHGIWERYH WKH FHQ

, 1 ZKHQ VRPHRQH WULHV WR WRXFK W WK WWL W KYA\D
2SWLRQDOO\ WKH\ JHW D MROW

7KH WHWUDKHGURQ DSSHDUV L
NQLJKWYVY PRYH DZD\ SURYLGHG
XQRFFXSLHG 7KH FKRLFH RI WI
EXW LW VKRXOG IROORZ D NQL
SRVVLEOH $Q H[DPSOH SDWK L

, ] DOO WKH WDUJHW WLOHV DU
FKDUDFWHU FDQ FDSWXUH WKH
GLVDSSHDUV ZKHQ HLWKHU GRH

ZKHQ WKH UHDO WHWUDKHGURQ‘L‘V‘PDﬁ'W_

SDWULFN 5LOH\ 4XDVLSVHXGROXGRJIQR\



+

7KH URRP LV XQEHDUDEO\ KRW DV LXKUW EH WH ® QD R

/JLQJHULQJ LQ WKH URRP WRR ORQJ
WR QRW WDNH D :RXQG

7RXFKLQJ WKHEZPWOV QUNH WRXFKLQJ D KRW VWRY
EXUQ EXW QR :RXQG

DH/T & HUWHHW B LESH

+

JRXU GLVWLQFW VSRWOLJKWYV LQ UHHISFKEDXRRYWJRH Q
GLDPHWHU FLUFO®RPDWRRGGRWYWROMH VOLIKWO\ XS WKH
FURVV RYHU HDFK RWKHU 7KHLU PRYHPMNX§¥WEXW VPR
DQG XQSUHGLFWDEOH

&RPPHQWYV RQ ( $ ,VVXH

, KDG
LVVXH
URRPV LQ RQH LVVXH
FRPPHQWYV

SDJHV RI FRPPHQWV \W KQW RZF
, ZDQWHG WR JHW DOO RI WK
%XW , VWLOO

"HOFRPHV

%YHODWHG DQG FROOHFWLYH ZHOFRP
FRQWULEXWRUYV /HDYLQJ FRPPHQWYV
GLVFXVVLRQV LV WKH EHVW ZD\ WR F

&RYHUV
‘H KDYH KDG JUHDW $RPWQUVURDOO\
DSSUHFLDWH WKHP .XGRV WR WKH D

O\OHV &RUFRUDQ

5<&7 (Ol WKH LVVXH RI $, LQJHVWLQ
DQ //0 LV WKDW VRPH RI WKH FRPSD(
OHJDO DFFHVV WR WKH WH[WV WKH\
110V

(O
6HYHUDO FRXQWULHY RI DQWLTXLW\
NQRZQ E\ WKHLU SULPDU\ FLW\ %DE
7KH *UHHN FLW\VWDWHY RI $WKHQV

$YUDP *UXPHU
JLYH GR]JHQV LV RQH RI P\ IDYRULWH QXF
HPDLO DGGUHVV RQ SDJH +DSS\ [ [ W

-LP 9DVVLODNRYV
5<&7 6FULEEOHYVY EDQDQDYV DUH QRWRUL
XVHG PHDVXUH RI UDGLDWLRQ GRVDJH

ODUN $ :LOVRQ

, DP LQ DZH RI WKH SURMHFWYV \RX UH X
EXUQ \RXUVHOI RXW :KHQ , P VZDPSHG
"QG LW HDVLHU WR VXEPLW FRPPHQW ]L«

, FDQ LPDJLQH D JDPH RI 6\QFUHWLFV ZL
ZKLFK HDFK SDLU RI SOD\HUV LQ VHTXHC
ZRUGV VDLG E\ WKH IRUPHU SDLU

SDWULFN =RFK
, P ZLVKLQJ \RX OXFN SHU \RXU ZLVKHV

5<&7 /ILVD XUFKLQV WXUWOHYV DQG HHO
GHOLFDFLHY RU DW OHDVW JRRG HDWL

2QH Rl WKH WKLQJV , WHOO WKH HQJLQF
WR SDG WKHLU VFKHGXOH ZKHQ FRPPXQ
QHHG WR NQRZ WKH UHDO VFKHGXOH , Z
P\WHOI| EHIRUH WDONLQJ DERXW WLPHOL
HQJLQHHULQJ

1RWH WKDW LV WKH VPDOOHVW 3\

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRJQRVWLFDWLRQ

SDWULFN 5L«
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'(1,=(16 2) 7+( /,%5$5<
$ f]JLQH IRU (YHU $OQORQ FRS\UHUKW E\ %ULD

$O0O0 $ERXW OH ,QVLGH WKH /LEUDU\

6RPH ELWV RI XSKHDYDO DURXQGIWKH BRWEE v er & VW KRWYKHD\H QL]
D VKDNH XS DW ZRUN PHDQV ,|- 0 BYHHE WA It PNV HY W3- @Y LQ )
ERVV ZKLFK LV DOZD\V D FKRUHRYRECQMLEY S\ R W/shVE Nisiy [ XT1C
QHHGV NLGGR DUH LQFUHDVLQJBREFRPS IF HE TWRDyy
KLV LVVXHV I[URP WKH '60 FRG H GZHV\Nx H RGO R4 H §pEH W (£ HDWKH U
+LP EHLQJ KRPH IRU GD\V vWwU¥bLYRE WKW VE APV HFH
DSSRLQWPHQWY DQG VFKRRO V¥ v R FWREQABP\GHGPE 24
QRW KHOS DQ\RQH-V VvDQLW\WaRWY B0 Z@VyWB QMWK B GCprFdR W irw H
VD\ WKH PRVW ERJLH WKLQJ HYHi4WR R ULH@G PFERXW FRRNLQJ
WKDW RZWVWR SLEN XS VRPH $UPDJODF IRU GECQOOHU

WROLJKW VLOFH ZHpUTKH FOHVLR WY RQDRKDQGHG WKHLU VOHGV G

o
2=
=

B
X

ILUVW ZRUOG SUREOHPV PRQDVWHU\ RYHU WR 6LU 5RVK WK

SULVRQHU /RRUKD JHG 7K\ORUK F
'H KDYEZRUGYV RI WRR H MMKIHNQ

@ KH JURVW 5DQJH TWKHU
, GR ZRQGHU ZKDW WKH\ ZLOO ERyRW ,i;@_s{yw_gévwgm ?Q,\m,@ KBV
VKRW KLV LPPHGLDWH EROW DJIBLXY YW KHB \/Meéé?w%\ﬁ%@%aﬁ@g
QHHGV WR IDOO EDFN DQG UHYURWSE &Xdo W H

[
YHQIHDQFH DUH MXVW EDFN LO WRAQuwH @A ik W UADEROLH W VeRioP]
ULJKW QRZ RU ZLOO EH KDOO|E WiR| :

KLV VPDOO JRG WR UHJURXS" |,-RSREHVW P LQRW Vo U
SODVHUV TXLFNO\ PRYH DJDLQN W K+ PHKH | H4PP WRAV \é% V E
FDQ EHDUG KLP LQ KLV ODLU [LIgWK \Up@% G

PLIKW EH DEOH WR FDWFK KOL®PYRQ WKH DFW EXW W

PHDQ KH NLOOV KLV ILQDO WDU Z2HQWW KDHQ® JRHY/L R

JORU\ JLYLQJ WKH 3&V D S\UUKMHUPPWRWKH '"HQL]HQV DUH QRW

2 KDYLOJ LIQRUHG WKH LPSOLHG (
RUG

Q RWKHU QHZV ZWEMUFm;EZBI-ﬂﬁ\}W%JR LQ HU WR_SXUVXH
ERDUG JDPH QLJKW DQG KDYH EHRRRI I kW R i RFEEHD MUK pu v

LW, ERUURZHG LW DQG P\ ORYHOR WP OWR HYNRRII G kMW uToDVv
PD\ KDYH GRXEOHG RXU ERDUG JFRHN |RREM Bk W

kﬁP«VbE%OQ\MR
QRQ FRPSHWLWLYH SDUDOOHO Stﬂ—H:\R'i‘%'ka\)’bxﬁiQ/CERD o FRE LY D
LW-V DQ RUGHU RI PDJQLWXEGH WRARF RA

K
W $QLD H GIDFIO R

5LGEXW LW LV HVVHQWLDOO\ HYZWWSRQHE 4R NEQQVV%?IE%)@]@@H\GR‘_
WY o

RQ WKHLU WXUQ DQG FKDWWLQIEZLWWK WK 508 \§
HREX

7KH 6WDU :DUV SOD\HUV zZRX0G W&O SHTE wikp @4 LR I!R)U\'MZ%(%@LH'UIN

WRVVLQJ EHWZHHQ IUHHLQJWHWHE d%'fb'NV%M\L\K/BgKWW LY BV
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PHVVDJHVY DUH D KRRW DQG , ZL%M@PI@N@WVR(@)WHMWQ(%WLL\W

QH[W PRQWK GHEDWH EHWZHHQ WKH ROGHU D
WHDP WKH\ DJUHH
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7KH '"HQL]JHQV LQWHUYLHZ WK}
SV\FKRORJLFDOO\ DQG SK\VLFI
ZLWK WKH JKRVWV EHORZ 2 K
GHFDGH VWDPPHUV VXGGHQ

2 DQG $OLUH DQG 1XPLQD DUH
WKH TXHVWLRQLQJ 7KH\ JHW
EHORZ DV ZHOO DV FRQILUP
DSSHDULQJ JKRVW WKDW DUR
RSHQHG WKH WUHDVXUH ILOO
WUHDVXUH RU MXVW WKH FRI
OLPLWY WR WKHLU PHPRU\ RI V
VRPHWKLQJ« PLVVLQJ LQ WKHL
1XPLQD WDNHV D PRPHQW WR
DEVWUDFW ILJXUHV LQ REVLGL
WHPSOH DQG EDFNHG ZLWK W
&ORDN RI $JHV VKH LGHQWLIL
FDUYHG LQ VHUYLFH RI 7LDPD\

$IWHU D QLJKW -V UHVW JLYLQ
VSHOO VR®B® 8ROGWKIHG JURXS G
EL]JDUUH WR ZDWFK 4XLQW-V S|
WKH KROH EXW WKH EHDVW A
IHHOLQJ VRPHWKLQJ OHVVHQH
$YRLGLQJ WKH UHYHDOHG SLW
VSOLWYV HDVW DQG ZHVW WKH
1XPLQD DQG 6RO WDNLQJ RQH
DQG OLNHDOD WKH RWKHU W/
WKDW WKH WZR FRQQHFW (DF
PLGZD\ WKURXJK WKH DUF

7KH \RXQJHU 'HQL]JHQV ILQG D
DUPRU DUPDPHQW DQG VSHQ
IRU WKLQJV WR ORRW 7KH\ WX
HQFKDQWHG FKDLQ DUPRU ZLWK
VHUSHQW VKDSHG MDYHOLQV (

7KH ROGHU 'HQL]JHQV- URRP L
WKH\ UHFRJQL]H DV <XDQ 7L U
FOHDU 7KLV VSDFH LV FRQQH
SHUKDSV WKH GXQJHRQV QHDUE
FRPSDQLRQ ;HOD KDG EHHQ O
DQG WKH FXUVH WKDW EORFNV
ZLWKLQ LW LV LQ IRUFH 7KLV
VROH QRQ (Ol IHOW RIlI EXW W)
IHOO VSLULWV DUH GRZQ KHUH
WL DQG EORFNHG |URPKWMNRHLQ
VKHOWHULQJ WKH ZLQWHU LQ
SRSSHG RXW RI WKH JURXQG O
E\ WKH KHURHV« LW-V EHHQ I
DQNKHJ ZDV D WKUHDW WR WK

H TWKZR WZR VIURREW KW XBUMIDLQ D
D CFARR\PFSOLHBVB I0QHIG VEK NV I H UFQ@AR EQ \E R W
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$W WKLV SRLQW D ILHUFH E BV
7KH QHZHU 'HQL]JHQV ZHUH FR
WKH FRQFHSW RI WKH SLOHO WILR
IURP LW ZKLOH WKH PRUH H
"OHW:V VSOLW XS WKH JROG D|Q
WKH UHVW IRU WKH LPSHULBQW
ZLWK WKH JDUULVRQ FRPPDQGH

4XLQW ZDV DGDPDQW WKDW KH
SHDUO VWXGGHG FURZQ DQG
WKDW: -V FXUVHG ULJKW"p BR|Q
FRQYLQFHG OLNHDOD WR FODLP
RQ SUDFWLFDO JURXQGV VKH
QHFNODFH FKDNUD DQG WKH\
FRPLQJ :HOO FRPLQJ EDFN )
SOD\HUV WKH\ SLFNHG RXW M
RQ\[HV D JROG WRUF ZLWK HH
KDV VPDOO UXELHV DOO RI
SROLWLFDO IDFWLRQV WKH\ N
JRRUKD JHG 7K\ORUK-V ORRQZU
UHVSHFWLYHO\ DV WKH UXELH

7ZR GD\V ODWHU D FRSSHU GU
DQG WURRSV DQG ZLWK &RPP
WKH 'HQL]JHQV DUH JLYHQ VS
EXFNOLQJ LQWR WKH KDUQHVYV,
DV WKH JUHDW Z\UP FDUULHG
HPSLUH WR $[LV LQ WZR GD\V
RYHUZKHOPLQJ DV RI WKHP R
ZRUOG IURP WKH DLU

8SRQ WKHLU UHWXUQ WR WKH
UHWXUQHG WR WKHLU DSDUW
1XPLQD VR WKH ODWWHU FRX|O
FRQQHFWLRQV DW FRXUW OLN
VFKROD WR UHSRUW DQG 6RO
WR $OLUH-V DPD]JHPHQW WKH
,QIHUQLWDV WKH DQLPDWHG

ZHUH ZDLWLQJ DW KLV DSDUW
1XPLQD-V IULHQG WKH 1HFURI
KDV SDVVHG DQG 1LJKWVKDGH
8QIRUWXQDWHO\ ,QIHUQLWDYV
"WKH PDVWHUV:- PHQDJHULH KD
DQG LW:-V QRZ $OLUH-V OHJDO®
VRPHWKLQJ JHWV RXW

2K ZHOO WKDW:V MXVW JUHD
FDOFXODWLQJ MXVW KRZ PXFH
ZL]DUGV WRZHU

7KH +6 VWXGHQWYV ZHUH OHJLWKWKRIFGIGG
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OLNH &MWHU&OHULFV
GR

, KDYH
IRQUGHU WKH *L,DRQ®/GH G KOG

PDJLF KDYLQJ D GLFH SRRO PHFEPDQ@DQR EX W HONMW ICFAAVR K /Y L QYW
ERWK GLYLQH PDJLF DQG OLPLWMHGFD&WRQH VP WllFH DD/V VFIXRWD O F)

SULHVW ZDUULRU ZDV' VR, IPQ
ZUHVWOLQJ ZLWK LW 5(<&7 (
PHDQ WKDW QR RQH FRXOG VQ
*UH\KDXNWKHUH ZHUH QR WKL

FRXOG DWWHPSW WR VQHDN [
, NQRZ WKH 265 GLV
IRUPHU EHFDXVH WKH LGHD LWV

VLOHQFH"

'0 DGMXGLFDWHV \RXU FKDQFH
7DU]JDQ SODQHV VWUDQJHO\
FUDVKHG HYHU\ SODQH KH
ORQJR WHHPLQJ ZLWK DGYHQW

D fOHQ:V 2ZQ $GYHRWERUHU*DBHR PR UWX@HUV JHW DWWDFN ERQ@XVH
f
PLOHV WR JHW WR WKH DA(

SLORWLQJ UROO FRYHUHG

FKHFNV ZKHUH IDLOXUH
FUDVK )J)UXVWUDWLQJ
VWHDO D SODQH DQG XVH LW
ZKHUH WKH FRPEDW SLORWLQ
-RVKXD .URQHQJRO® B QFIRHN

FUD

SDJHV 1HZ JDPH OHQJWKYV D

$SWWRQBURK WR %ULDQ OLVLE
FDW.
OLNH WKLV JURXS R| KHURHG VDG ks L\ RH
ZHQW EDFN LQWR WKDW GDPQH

<LNHV ZH KDYH D ORW RI

SHLWHUDWLQJ WKDW , DP UHD

O\OHV &RUBRUBR® VDZ WKH U
KDV UHWXUQHG DV D 3DODGLQ
LQ D VQLW , DP JODG \RX UH J

DQG WKDW WKH QG ODXVULWW

(/) R@DJH RI\RXQBHUHQ W WK
IRUJRW LW EHFDPH OHVV BRI\

ZRUN VWRS ZHDULQJ PH GRZ(

LQLWLDO ZRUN LV GRQH IURP
IRU WKH JDPH DQG WKH UHDO
DUW ZLWK WKH 3XEOLF '"RPDLQ
RQ GRHV PDNH LW D OLWWOH
FKDQJH P\ EXVLQHVV FDUG WR

380 5( 1%%$ :H KDG D FRQYHU

, ZDQWHG WR LQFOXGH LW LYWKIE IFRGENWDRONSODWN WKH® ZH WU

UDOXWDQW &LMDGHWKHVVDPH L
PRUH WUDG UXOHV VR OLNH \I

WR EH D FR QO&WIDYD R ERQX ¥ H
\RX KDYH WKLV LQYHVWLJDWLHE
FDQ VSHQG SRRO SRLQWYV IRU
FKDQJH HDVLHU <RX PLJKW ZDQ

SDWULFNsp4&®OMHRQ PRGHV RI S
HIDPSOHV WR VWD\ LQ FKDU
UHPLQGHG PH RI VWRULHV RI H

'"HQL]HQV RI WKHISEUDU\
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ODUN $ :L&VP@®O \RXU UHDVR

WKH WULEXQDO KDV D'FFRABWSH
ILQJHUV FURYR
8SRQ D 7lZMW PLOGO\ GLVDSSF

DV YDOLG $QG

SOD\HG LW DV VRPH RI WKH SO

WKURXJK WKHLU FDUGV UDWKH
<RX KLW

$YUDP *UXPHWP SURY
EULFN <HV DQG ZH ZHUH
.UD]\ .DW DQG ,JQDW] ORXV¥HQ
WKH $UW RI

WKDW DQRWKHU JR , P QRW V

UHDGLQJ LW WR EH WUHQG\ ZK
LQLWLDDKH X4X RROW LIRD 5( <R XU
+RW DQG &RR'O' P®UD Y RAGKQI UP

ORW RI7VUBDYVHLOMWNWOW EODFN E
PRUH FRPSOHWH EXW PRUH W
GLVFRXUDJHG KDFNLQJ , QHY
GHVLJQLQJ QHZ OLUIDY W KRNI E
ZKHQ , KDFNHQHXWERXIKIROHG |
DSHLV@W\OH OLIHSDWK DV RSSR
QHZ FODVVHV URU KDYLQJ WR

$I1JKDQLVWDQ MRNH WKH SHUL

UH <&7 '\ODQ &DSHO RQ WKH 4
ZHUH DURXQG ZKHQ , ZDV SRV
FDQ ILQG 6LVE SKOHRUM. X G | X5 ¢7RZALD|

LW KDV DOZD\V EHHQ RI L(
D SUHFXBVR URRMBER USXHN E X
VD\ WKH IXUU\ ZHLUG UXOHV
SUREOHP
RI WKDW EDFN EXW QR MR\ U
GXQJHRQ JURXS VL]HV , PD\KH
UXOHV IRU +XPDQV LQ 8QGHU V
ZHLJKWHG WRZDUGV WU\L Q.3 &W
WR 3&V LQ WKH GHHSHU GHOYH

SDWULFNUHRGFIKOWPDUVK , KD
WKH FRPSXWHU GLGQ W GR ZK
PHVVHG XS (YHU\ W LPOHQ WAMCHH
B8QOLPI2WHGXQGHUVWDQG WKH
D ODQFH WR WDNH RXW D VZD
EUDLQ KXUW 7KDW ZDV D ORW

-RVKXD .URQH®ULURDM FKDUDF
FROODERUDWLYH" 'R \RX PHDQ
30D\HUV" UH 6WDU :DUV 7KH
DERXW NLOOLQJ WKH NLGV ,*
KRVWDJH 5( +DQGOH WKH
FRQIXVHG" (YHU\RQH DJUHHG .
PRWWDU WIKUMJ WKDW FRXOG

QRWKLQJ HYHU JRHWWP B R,/KIY

WKHP UROO WKH GLFH EHFDXYV
HLWKHU WKH 2K FUDS QRZ ZK

KHURLF IOLJKW LQ WR JUDE WK

O0RW R,U¥KRRXO G DI QRBRERD

KDG KRSHG WKH QHZ

0 \D ORRIQAHX WWRLFQ K EDEQI WR KDYH G
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HLG/ ® OV D/PO® UNK\H ) CKDAAH U HH QHW K D
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3HGUR R DOVH ,QWHUDFEWLNLW
VMW, z\'kLOH LW V DGRU
Cﬁéﬁ’%‘ﬁ@ﬁh R kbw wD
IV Q&W'ﬁﬁFLFW’LéU"D SURIHVVLRQ
WKH DEUXSW HOGYV DUH T
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6WDWLQJ 8S 5HJUHWVWR )?S&L‘BIPUGJQVV\FKH XVHIXOQHVV RI WK

7KLVLVK-V KHUbg
ORUUHWJIXH RI *®
6XSHUKMUBHGH
KHUR ZLWK WK
IRU UDGLR , JI
DQQRXQFHU QH
GD\ HYLOO\ YI
VROYHU E\ QL
)DFH

IRU VRPH WLPH LQ WKDW KLV

%XW ZKLOH ZLWK WKH 4XHVWL
JX\ DLQ-W JRW QR IDFH" p ZRH
-HVXV ZKDW LV WKDW WKLQJ"
VKWLFN ZDV WKH VLQJOH PRV
WR PDQ ,W LV SHUIHFWO\ PRQ(
ORRNYV UHDOLVWLF DQG L
VR VKRFNV SHRSOH WKDW LWW
GUDZ HVFDSH RU SXPPHO IRH
GHWHFWLYH WR PDLQWDLQ D G
FRPLFV DIWHU VXSHU KHURHYV
WKH )DFH IRH DHODARVJHWYV D 17
VKDSHO\ IRUP RI KLV VHFUHW
NLQGD JHWYV RII RQ WKH YLROH}

JLNH VR PDQ\ RWKHU KHURHV H
FRPEDWDQW ZLWK FDOO RXW\
DQG DV PHQWLRQHG D FDSDE(
PHD® BQ +H KDV D -RXUQDOLVH
DV 7RQ\ 7JUHQW LV D UDGLR DQ

HU ZLWK IHZ SRZHUV L
SOD\HU FDSDEOH Rl FRQWHQGLQ
FKDUDFWHUWDW ELWV LQ DQ\

%XW ILUVW OHW:-V ORRN DW
7KH RUDFXODWUHBR® H GZXILFE&L
DEVROZXAVHBIRUN KD WS HE DD

5HTXLU$—|FPJH+ICD)N_UHPHQW WKH FKDI
IXOILOO WR EH DEOH WR XWLOL]H
SRZHUV ([DPSOHV DUH D PDJUF
EH VSRNHQ D VHFUHW IRUPXQD
WR SUHYHQW RQH:V SRZHUV IU|RP
SRZHUV WKDW RSHUDWH RQO\ DW
- HWF (WMEFDQ DOZD\V LIQRUH W
Kig BAHYWLRZ RN DD SQR\ K WDV D z
KL FON WY iV ZHLUG ORRNLQJ PXJ
RQ RSSROHQWV VD\ "+H\ WKDW
WHRK HW) R H DLAVHQ WH W R B WK M VWX ISRIQY KR X/
BW1 G EBEHEDRWH WK HPLRQERR. QHEIBD W W/R
vV HIY H EHAYLLYFH VUKD KW FD VIR ENORXG -V | )L

G(HP®R WIRR QRN G\ H B)® WL DIXFHHV XFARF H V
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IWHU \RX:-YH EHWQ
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KHOSV KLP WUDFN GRZO OHDG

FULPHV +LV RWKHU $F
MXVWLILHG E\ DQG WV
DFTXLVLWLRQ RI FULF
DELOLWLHVY RQFH DJD
VNLOOVy KHUR 7R W|

DELOLWLHV ZHDNQ
DQG PD\ GLVFDUG D VI
ORVH WKH ZHDNQHVYV
DV DQ\ WR PDNH XVH Rg
‘$ FKDUDFWHU ZLWK IHZ

OHVVSRZHUIXO WKDQ D
7KLV EHLQJ WKH FDVH W

7KH )DFH ILUVWLD SSKHRW IB@® PLF VWV UHDWHG
DUWLVW ZLWK HYHQWXDO FR®LBW OHLIH
IURP DQ LGHD E\ HGLWRU 9L @AH &RPDLYD
WDNHQ IURP KWWS

'"HQL]HQV RI WKHIIWLEUDU\

BUN BABS —
WHILE YOU HAVE
THE CHANCE

W — Qv Anay.”

2Z2Z LQWHUQDWLRQDOKBSBHRUBDRAHBFH K\WWB\ 6DWDQ KDG DERXW

YRov

H
9 W B ZDM VESRUW
SR LA TS L

{ HTANCILLSTICK A PDVN IRXQG SHRSOH
‘m"‘"“‘-”“'f_;e LP FRPEDW VNLOO|V
YWDUWHG LPPHGLD

UHJXODU WUDLQLQJ| E

(LY XQDUPHG VZRUG |
| WU DQWLQJ WR D FF X
B GDPDJH 2Q FHOKE HKQW \
PEW WKH ZDU-V HQG KH
DQG GDPDJH ZLWK KL\
DWWDFNV 1R ZRQGHU

KH GRHVQ-W QHHG WK

\ OHHUWHAIDL @K MH U H

, JHW D OLWWRE WV RX WWKUHD MHGH ZLC
EDWPHRIX HRIXBOIW GRPDLQ KR PRRYK BRPWRKIQ
KRR WKIHHOWKRHVBEXERI WKH )DFH W VKWLFRNLY QG

, FDQ-W WHOO \RX KRZ(\WRFIKI KW YW MK D\KH S
ORRN PRUH LQWR WKH 9 9 :HDNQHVVHVY ODWHU




"7KH (PRWLRQ &RQWURDO S H7KH UHJUHWWDEOH Z|RL
<RX-00 EH VKRFIQHG RVRH %oc%g”mvsgm 8V ZLWK /DG\ 6DWDQ |LC
QR PHFKDQLFDO JXLGDQ YOU FORGOT TO USE (ODBFH)DFH LV RQH RI |W
WR KLW WKH UXOHV W THAT TOMMY-GUN.” ) Z DUKDWPH DIJHQWYV *L|YF
"FKDUDFWHUV XQGHU WKH 'LRRQU WKHUH ODVWHG |OF
&RQWNREBHKDYH DFERK®&OH RXU ZRUOG WKH )DFH Z
FDQ EH PDGH WR ZRUN OLWDNBE EHKLQG WKH|P|
PRUH ULJRU DURXQG LW H IDVO-® WKMHDUV RI WKH
YDFH-V RQO\ SRZHU 6R DRINBGIXOFLQJ MXPSLQJ|ET
RI KDYLQJ WKH WXQD VD | SMVODQWLF DQG 3DFL|IL
+L ¥YP RW L R Q D&\RDRUERID EHIRUH fUHWLULQJ- DV
L QLW L D®3IH FHL DIOWSK R UDGLR QHZVPDQ WKH
YRU WKUHH WOPWROW. R Q WR $ OHVV VWUHQ
DWWDFN WKH )DFH K WWHKDW PRQVWHU KXQW
+HLIKWHQSIRZHUHQVW ¥ 7UHQW LV YIORMHWHKD Y[V
ZKHQ FRQVFLRXV DQ|. /IDG\ 6DWREXW VWLOO °
PLVV WKH PDVN LV V| RIHIOLOY SRVLWLRQHG WR
RSSRQHQWY DUH WKUS ®_1IRU WKH (\H DQG WKH
7KH ILUVW W XFURQV D RWQ BARMBYRNR DY KHWWDEOHY , KDYH WR LPDJLQH
YDFH KDV DQ ,QLWLDWLYH ,QWBYYDWKOQ WHKH LYV VRKMOMAU Z DU \
ZLWK KLV $JLOLW\ KH ZL OO (DHWVO WBW\S RIUDD R{KHQDQRLQBQV D| W
DQG DW EHVW RQ PRGGHBGJDLQDEKNLYWEU\HG ZLWK KLI
EHFDXVH KLV RSSRQHQWYV DUBXQOKKRDQ &HRE\OW KIHV PRIVNH Q
7KH VHFRQG WXUQ DIWHU |[WKH. DWWDFN_. KLY LQLWLDWLYH
LOWHUYDO ES&W XU DQOLW KLH/ 58 &UW KNG kakDW 7 VDLG WR ARX
VWDQGDUG IRU WKH UHPD|LOWGHUBRIGW RH L@ HKMWP\ XVLQJI WKH TKH
$Q\RQH ZKR L§PRMN FEQDERREIWFIRIDF wXJK LQ WKH V DUWZRUN D| E
DV LI )DWLIJXHG XQWLO WKH\DWKDREVR®YXWHODMRUNHEWLVW-V WK
ZKDW KDSSHQV ZKHQ \RX KDYR! RABRRMURWKH KHRY b WKEBH{WURHY EUH
7KLV PHDQV DOO PRYHPHQW USWHVDEWUWALWVE IWHOEDHOMHY LQ |SL
QRQ GHYLFH GDPDJH DQG ED¥PFREFMNWKUIDRVRULEWRPBORULVRQ 6S
WKH SXUSRVHV RI VDYLQJ \WKUWPRAR@URDROYREXBOERWH VHQVH
WKLV FDVH FDQORW (YDGH IRY\BRRQOF Al QWM B+ udloW oruL
MXVW WKDW WHUULI\LQJ | %4RIR_ DV * 1R ? RO. 0 Y
7KLV DOO IHHOV ULJKW WR PH 3;?—1"338%2\ D§/R Eﬁ_\%ﬁv D’S;J\yﬁ?\,gg&%%%\em
WKH )DFH FDQ OHDS RXW DQB N SRR SoW OGLQJ 'UH
DWWDFN IXQFWLRQDOO\ D IUHH-RYRXDbR Q@ RHOHQWROQ TXAEG WSO IV QW k
KRE ZLWK WKH DFWLRQ HFRQRPIRRUD EVHDFRQGW KHWIHBAHD WKDW| 3
WKDW KH FRXOG EH LQ UHPE®WIERXLEQL L1 cubDcnl 7vD KhYSOLHG WHF
&RQWURQ-W KLW DUH VWLOO V\ : e D WHRIPRUING R|Q
DV D FRQGLWLRQ KHUH KDV VR RAKHZEBLQWH
LV OLQG &RWUROOHG ILIKWV D)\ RO | LV K WAL IQ\
DJDLQVW WKH FRQWURO VORZ IDFH RI LW
%XW KRZ GR \RX SOD\ LW" DEVXUG
7RQ\ 7TUHQW: .V VLQJXODU SRZH O 11 W[RV VRIO R
ZRUN DV DOO WKH LPDJHU\ RI NLYH UBWHUY|
JHWV IX]]\ ZKHQ KH KDV DO O LFH} s L XX/HH U 8
RIPRWLRQJERROWDREKDQFH RI K DJDLQ
6WLOO WKH LPDJH RI KLP OXU[ | _ V BEVNOLKIHS WL X
KDW GRZQ WR VKDGRZ KLV IDRI IVIDIWWA. RQFNOH
ZLWK WKH RWKHU KHURHV X QW E# UHDSSHDUV
WKH ILJKW LV QRW ZLWKRXW V| FeH
'HQL]HQV RI WKBHUM.EUDU\




O9LOODLQYV DQG 9LJLO

,YH VSHQW PRQWKY PDNLQJ 9 9
GRPDLQ KHURHV DV WHPSODWHYV
, GHFLGHG WR SOD\ DURXQG ZOWK

IRRNLQJ %DFN LQ 7LPH

7KLV LV ROG KDW EXW LW GRHV\®R
UROO G IRU \RXU VXSHU DEL®K
PXVW GURS DELOLW\ DQG FDQ G|
D QGDELOLW\ :HDNQHNV® G DIVWRE Q
9 9.V QDWXUH WKHLU KLQGHUDQFH
DOVR JHW WR PDNH XS DQ\ RUZHHQ
WKH YDULRXV DELOLW\ WDEOHV D

7KHVH DUH DOO PDMRU FKDQJHRP
RULJLQ W\SHV HDFK ZLWK D GLI
GLIIHUHQW SRZHU WDEOHV DQG
ILUVW 3& LQ \HDUV ZH ZLOO
(QGXUDQFH  QWHOOLJHQFH
7KDW VHHPV IDLU 0\ KLJKHU Wk
3RLQW P\ ORZHU WKDQ DYHUDJH
GLUHFW FRPEDW 0\ KLJKHU WKD(
UHDFWLRQV &KDUDFWHUV IOX
VWOHYHO 3&V VWDUW ZLWK  +3
FKDUDFWHULVWLFV VR

, KDYH WR UDQGRPO\ UROO GJHMR
IRU DQ RULJLQ RI +RPHPDGH ’“HIKO
VHFUHWO\ DQG FUHDWHG DQ\ GHWH
RZQ :KLOH RQH RI WKH OHDVW 3R
FKDUDFWHUV FRPPDQG JUHDW UM
H[SHULHQFH OHYHOV p +XK , ZRW
WKDW ODVW ELW" VSRLOHU \@RO!?
EH D VXSHU KHUR 6RXQGV OHJLW

+RPHPDGH KHURHV KDYH G DELO
RULJLQV EXW PRUH WKDQ RRAXUH)
DELOLWLHV IRU WKLV RULJLQ W

$UPRU 7KH OLVW QRWHV W KIDWD
GHYLFH DQG D FKDQFH WKDW
LOWR RUJDQLF DUPRU , UROODD

FKDQFH WKDW LW KDV G DGG

EXLOW LQ , KDYH VSHFL|D
GHWHUPLQHG DV IRU $QLPDO 3
DERYH p 2. $QG WKDW LV" "7KH

VSHFLILF W\SH RI DQLPDO R UKS$Q
WR KDYH« 7KH *DPHPDVWHU PX
SRZHUV HDFK ZLOO EH DQG WKH
, DP QRW SLFNLQJ DQ DQLPDO W
WKDW PHDQ , JHW QR VD\ LQ ZK
D URXJK FRQFHSW IRU WKH DUP

D G Y Ve LE®NboHFwXDoXBELOL
HRH APV SR W RGLPEKLE PHPRL!
D

Exw W R Z\P 2P VA O VP XDAW - GH

9 ofF R '—@/kW\K# DLW EJHﬂFlD\l!JHHCDJ
WKDQ WKH $UPRU WR $QLPDO 30DQ

PH XP PHGLWDWH KHUH

XV K XHHW W R @ H & HUIRBV M LW XWLREQ G G
NV LHW KOH G LFRIOD- Y 12 PINQHVBD Gt 7TURPERQ

RS XLUvZf'lPl-Nﬂ—r' KtQS BWRZHLue

bRl BRI ESEL AL 08

*

Eﬂi % v QMK |
V
OHVp IRU $UPRU BV HDIWWD

U

UR@SQXW % X2V WK H VWA Q\E D XHRHDAND U
HUWIQPVP LQXIPERMUNR Y SRQI@UJQJRWKHH FKDU
QR XAHD NEGIHVW U BP BIR & - WWKR. \WJ i ? RPARIWD Q\
EORHL EWORQY HP[H V @MV W K LW HRW R Bl B H
' HEXW HUL WK\ WK WHHD BUVPRUH SRZHUV WK
o/ B K HRKD RH WKW B IGRHNNVPRIRW EHORQJ DQ
6 WAUKHQ B W R UFDH-D\GHW - V CODLR/DU R ILB R B OY G,
D WNKHHUDO PR \EKDRO\WEBFLIGHH Y KD FR ®@\ZD
DY RQEB SHBZSIWUZON YHA QEDGWLEY ZLOQQRWEY
ERGIWIMH G PENGWKHKUVHEHDNVDFELJ REIG :7
DELOLW\ , KDYH WR GURS" :+<"

O, RQLHYHYWSHUXOHV EHLQJ UXOHV
1 VREK DU &R @/WW LWy X BVLLARHIG L M LFBGKID U\ \ Z\R X
LEHWRM\KBY WKHSTOHWR /\DR & KDW HLW
Z PV IKL® € KIRZHAIWRHW W KHR EHRD@Z B XW A Q
V EHHF A'RUIHWOKRHA LB B D FW KW IOHOK QIXK 3RZH U
G HRIUW XQOMUHO D U H BH\W\WRK GHIVLRI P\ OL
WRRH RFRHERY U RVU DULROM GRPY K BV VRHE RRQ

6XSHU +HJARHVZKLFK ZDV ERUURZHG |

KLJK VFKRRO FDPSDLJQ ZKLFKWADW E
LWH B YX HR R WO PO G\ DVOKRBIRZ DRWUWFR
V HIGURRY /L VIMQ % QZ&LW( PHWRU ZRBEMHQJ

u Qgﬂ é G WR VHH

DNH P\ DU

RUNLQJ

KI—QHBRUI—

||4: N WKH *0
OQQV\WRB\ZFLN/VDDZ\RLHN@)‘E@!E—IQHF@QIRHJ%\RZFR
PODOHYHRD )\ FH RFRGIMKIKDYH DQ\ VD\
Y DRV Z&R:\RH(@@LE}LWVFDWQHUZM/V R/ 1B\D U
VW IGRFLVEHINESD W WIPXEKRRU DV @ LWWA
L Uz R Kl 6 VOR ¥ H XKR WRHZH DO HDPUIEOREDFENLD

DW WKH DUPRU
RU DQG WKH *0

GRHV RU , SL
GHILQHV LW"

1RWH WKDW LI \RX UROO
RI WUDLQLQJ DQG D PHDQV \RX-WHWY
VXSSRVHG WR EH EDVHG RQ \RX LI ,WRIW
ZLWK DG +DYH \RX KDG D OLIHWUPM RU
“,'1-7 7+,1. 62 VR WU\ DJDLQ

ZKLFK LV \H ROGH (QJOLVK IRU WKH GD\ D I'\D-UWW RRRWIUREH FDQ ILQG WKH QH[W JHWD EH

'"HQL]HQV RI WKHIMW.EUDU\

\RX DUH OLQRW SRIEBMRPGE D G IHIEWXILWH Z ZUWIK D JRRIJOH DRQA KLV
& DAVRHYWU B HZ\L WY K L DRV VB LBRSRHF DPROXS W L F \N @ XMW 8 QUDLIGQL

WQB@QWW%/J—H  LARE GG NAHE '& FKDIUHRAN H U
\DMA Qb 8 &' LU\ RPU B @VEIRMUW EHDP WR ON KHVDR UR
D IHZ GD\V EHIRUH WKH J]HWD EHDPDENDWR R

\SrbILJ(k\Hu/R/\DW\H KJQHLFDO DFKLHYWPKHRRD L

vV H

Q

\SH HR Up\ P R)RUL\EW-QWMEFP ® WIKINQ




SIXWWLQJ RQ P\ *DPHPD

7KH SOD\HU KDQGHG PH WKLV RB
OLQG 3RZHU RI SUHFRJQLWLYHVH
DUPRU ZLWK HTXLSPHQW PDGH
+HLIKWHQHG &RQVWLWXWLR®G, -\
KRZ OLWWOH XVH $UPRU ZDV L@V
RSSRVHG WR -V DEODWLYH GDW
RI \RX IDPLOLDU ZLWK V. F
VKRXOG EH D JRRG GHIHQVH W\S
\RXU EHVW GHIHQVH W\SHV DJWD

VFRUHV IRU HDFK RI WKHPWR
, \RX GRQ-W KDYH GHIHQVH Wi
VXEVWLWXWHG :LWK $UPRU DVZK
UHGXFHV +7+-V FKDQFH WR KLV IU
LWHUDWLRQV
WR WKH EDVH RI PHDQLQJ LW K
DFFXUDF\ :RR SURWHFWLRQ ,
ERQVWLWXWLRQ ZRXOG DW OHD
ERRVWLQJ WKH UHGXFWLRQ WR«

$V *0 ,-P VXSSRVHG WR PDNH VXU
FRPEDW ZRUWK\ SRZHU WKH D WP
SUDFWLFDO DV SRVVLEOH WIKN D
SRLQWV WR JLYLQJ KLP WKHKY
UHTXHVW IRU UHWURWHFK VR KH
IRU IOLJKW DQG D SRZHU FRUGYV
SLVWRO VR WKH\ UXQ IURP WKH
GHYLFH DQG SRZHU ZHDSRQ GHYL
UHJXODU VWUHQJIJWK VRGDPDDHJI
SRZHU ZHDSRQ DQG PSK IOLJK
KDYH IL[HG UDQJHYV DQG VSHHGV
DV WKH EULWY ZRXOG VD\ WLFNV

$V IRU WKH 0LQG 3RZHU DV D *0
MXVW LQYHQWLRQ \HV WKDW WERHR
EXW , DOVR ZDQW WR EH DEOHX¥FR
6R 2YHUPRUURZ-V SUHFRJQLWPYHR
SRZHU ZKHUH HYHU\WKLQJ KDV \WH
KLP PRUH LWHPV QRZ DQG WUH®

KLJKHU IRU LQYHQWLQJ QHZ RQAY

PRQWKV SHU QHZ LWHP ZLWHQWHK
FRPLQJ WR KLP LQ KLV WUDLQHBWA
ZKHQ KH LV QRW ZRUNLQJ RQ
GLVFUHWLRQ JHW SUHFRJQXWL®H
VLPLODU WR :BDQEPDRGGWWE UH D[R
LQ WKDW WKH\ DUH V\PEROLRMDQ
GLUHFW 2YHUPRUURZ WR VRPH FU

/IRRNLQJ XS *LPPLFN LW ORRN&H,FD
ZKDW HDFK VWDUWL®K HH BN/ L ONHD VAR
SOD\HU GHFLGHV ZKDW WKHLU O
UHFRUG *LPPLFN RQO\ QHWYV \RN
LQYHQWLQJ UXOHV VD\ fXVH MVKHK
ERRVWHG KLV HIIHFWLYH ,QW BN R
ERQXVY DV D SRZHU /HW:-V VIFHWKH
JLIPR D GRXEOH GRVH RI WKH DML
UDGLR VFDQQHU" 1RZ KLV GHIHQV

'LWK QR RWKHU @HY

WW{E +D@Q/,PSURYHPHQW"

G‘DP \~ L WHHLZXDW
Y )ﬁ;%gg W2RX0GQ-
EWHQ R
X@% é%ﬁ?‘z %;ﬁ ng N QHRO/O
HH lKéN?)z’HQJ G(ﬁ"[b':l'QFV@VW + W
JH DmDﬁy\J\L{J.%;R Qq?/@%(? '?1Q¥WLFD|OO
LGy YWAKH WAIR@R HV R
P%z%\xézLQ f@@iﬁ ER%%Q@#HQJQLWNRQ
Q ¥ WwW K B VIRV WEDSFUNR W EH ) RIS +3
WZD-WJ\)/FV\SMQHE@QDHFKRPHPDGH PHGL

H D
ol b o TP OV wioLa Lo

RMHDMWRHWIRU RRRERD VBNRAR VLYV 2N

DVYKRPDVUDWIOHIUOWKWDRZ , FDQ VHH WK
V-VX¥DGE U HPO®U L ¥ HRJIWW VMYHRES KIHVGIDQ \G
WWRH FOP W HKRIQG, G IGRWH: RMM@H VR

2. PD\EH QRW ZRUWK LW«
"HYLFHV $UPRU % NHHSLQJXDKCH G

) HKIYVKIBDWD HYHU\ KHWR KRY ™IHQVH 5DV

U PERNVL DQF WHKDHY HW  Ka. W UVHAU MVEKWARIKID Bl WHL A

WUHQJIWK RI
K@PJQLHE§NN§§FHVPRX§WH%QMHW@MJ@«V L
DWER Y K KWV W4 SW 2 R K B Q xWy R A& VR
v 1 BV GEQ W W I R AEHkYEDYV
FRQER WRDWKHERXWHG JFORWRRLQ
AU WRAP GG WKD IURP P\ +W/ VLGBM V
WRlDdi;LMW DGGyy L MR P\ &KDEBDWQPD
ylh*th*\W/'W‘U LJ’}E\)WFVLLLB&U@KE'P@ RIVWLPH
WARD MR UHDFWLRQV Q RW FDQKH
DGG WR P\ GHWHFWLRQV RYHU

, 20WWs UMFR/VRQ EWLFRRU IS DV YH D GEER RV
iV WHROQFHSWROWWNM IWKHQ@WNVWBRIHH KR Z $

N @O\GK HK DY HDB QY IDMVWERH * LFFD O F X.®RDW H C
} RHU LLORYOHALVOH GZ UWM kY (D RAMHDFRN YH. QIR \U KK
WK/ VDD K MW RO WWHKAHO LUHKQF H VKR X OBHUR O

WIKDMEB-WGDE\  F KIDRXFGWEIRZQ KEXW FDQ

RQ/\FKHPDWLFV R WK Y
@HEQ(@G@(U\/D@NH/
RP"I'-I'\NQ\:W!I" QéHGl#Bés L% *0

W\{JUZd%'—F DR PLEYEK FOHDQHLU
T et e
LR VLJQ $UPRU ZRUG \Z RUKW
G NP@#U‘\FW—@ YGHHWHRVH 3VLRWVFV

WHDUH YHUVDWLOH LQ SaM PWKK
D W i Y W ROY 4 WHIQ@QVVd‘LﬁﬂLQ Ry WhKALKI D P
\@XYJH B\ FPE PP LI DELW
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|

Y W QAW b § M ERWREHSRRAEPU DQG P

TR R SR AR HAG A wo XU 2K

HV DOPRVW ZRUN

+DYH , ERXJKW G V WR HYHQ RXWWXKN E
2l FRXUVH , WKHUHIRUH GLG LW DQ\ZD\

'"HQL]HQV RI WKHIX. EUDU\

VDIQWRIU \GW LA HF R RUWVIHV ,VUROO YV B\D$'B JHI WHGX B
WKH $'5 RWKHUZLVH , WDNH LW DV QRUPDO

WQ3HW WRHNRWERHUSRBGBHUMXULNH ,

RUJUW RIXQ GE WKW EHR/QXNVWRZHRJYV WKDW |,

| WHKE WKHKW ANV HBLEOIXWR DQ G WNRD K MWV @
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Cowman Baloney Face
The Neverending Saga #6

Bombing the Straits of Your Mind, Man
by Matt Stevens
8 Hillside Avenue, Goldens Bridge, NY 10526
kent.allard.jr@gmail.com
All art by Me this time

Jesus Tap-Dancing Christ, the world is f*cked this month.

But it’'s OK, I'm more than happy to talk about something else.

Shadow of the Monsters (Igtheme)

As I've noted before, | joined a younger D&D group in the 2000s. | watched them play video games -:
.0 | A}] u}e3 }( uC o]( rr v AZ ¢}&70C}{]P & tag¥d 1pag. WoW
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UMOY %0 © u%3.U ]13Z EV §Z A}v[s §Z §
don’t beat the boss you die, and if you die the game ends.

[
not familiar with that CRPG, put down this PDF aatth some clipX ~/[oo A [§Xe /8 A o 3§
%] U Alep 00C Vv }v %3u ooCX tz &/ o]l Jus 8Z  }olee] A o
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many monsters of myth and legend.
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see in games likBhadow of the Colossusay be the best route to follow.

1 They could also drive the players into incandescent rage. Check the infamous “50 DKP MINUS!” video for a
UDLG OHDGHU ORVLQJ KLV VKLW DIWHU D ERWFKHG ERVYV ¢JKW
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The First Ability Scores
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“Braunsteins” of the late 1960s. | don’t know if Wesley’s game had them, but Dave Arneson was a
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scores we know today. '
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Clerics. | can see why Clerics need some kind of “wisdom,”
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CommentsonE& A#9

Me

Damn it,Pulgs author waslTony Goodstonenot Todd Goldstone.

Also -- and I'm sure people have already pointed this oard of the Rising SUA % E]JvS }v ¢
x 11" paper, whilBlades inthe DarkA « }v 0 £ 8 _X ~} 8Z ( 8§ 8Z & 15 Z « 3A]
doesn’t mean it had a higher word count.
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Brian Roggers
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Z}y& pPZS €[+ & Z }0o}P] o P ]Jv E}ESZ Ev D ]Jv W }}0Jd /* ]8

Strengthin V&W /[u *pE %R E]e SZ C ] v[S pe Codipi@a3sSZd&] 2Q/5 Zo]l
RPGMasterworkU = 1T U S XeX t] Z}us 18 C} V[S§ P § «SCE}VP vVv}uPZ
§Z ( Alsz v JE E L E] €U +}u 8Z]vP 00 dEP "p% EZ E)
CharismaV. Kv & e*}v /[u % VY }us Z & Jeraveller iBdre one ptthe |v
P}A Evu v3 8C% * ]* ~ Z E]JeuY ]38 38}EX_D}*8 %0 C Ee -eopu
S}EU_ upud -« / AZByrdal pisthe Triawveller Aid Socidtyprobably means a dictator who took
power in acoup detat } E E A}ouVY}vX / pv Ee3 v 3Z § §Z]e *Z]% Z * * ]o
§Z V}}Are3 v & }v %Y}v}( Z EJeu Z e+ vE8 E 'vre e0o VPX

ChrysalusM & Falicity

Welcome! Glad to see new, younger contributors.

K( JuEes C}p &E Ao }u 8} pe uC & AJE u Z v]J /] U 8§ E
characters, but | subtract larger numbers for higher-status PCs. You can be a Prince or Princess, for
example, but you'll have to pay for it in Favor points.

Lisa Padul .
Brian Mishaszeland Appearanc®V/ » %% @E v _ *8 8¢ Z A v JvS E *YVP Z]§

e V}S§ JA U o Iu}}®& Zz >}}e v 3Z . E*3 E L }( -~ Z %
Charisma.

E}$}E]}ue0oCU > v > |PEaden - & YE 0% bv Z Eleu Al]8z ~ usCcU
(uo Z E 8§ EeX dZ vI(pooC 5Z]e A « 8}} « /]85 A v (}E id¢
A Yu o]v e A e E r]vSE} p Upeartied Arcan& z (} E JvP  E} %o %o
good.

y Chivalry and Sorcehad Personal Appearaneed» @& | s}] . ©&] us U AZ]o
was an average of Appearance, Voice, Intelligence, Wisdom and Dexterity scores, plus bonuse
for tall or strong characters.

AW DfagonquestZ % }]vsSr uC «Ce+S u €XeEptfia® PErsonal Appearance, which

was rolled randomly.

The oldJames Bond O0ORPG had a point-buy system, but weirdly, you only paid points for an

averageappearance. The logic was that average-looking spies stood out less, and were thus
© E *%] U SZ v pPoC }& P}} o0}}I]vP }v X

%% E v ¢S Se E 0}3 0 e+ }uu}v 8} CX / 8Z]Jvl 8Z } o ee]}v A
ioo0iel0ie v E poOoSpHE U SZ }o o] ( SZ S "P]E&o+ }Vv[S o]l p-
girls didn’t approach us becaus® were weirdashell v }JuE %% €& v Z 0]©0 §

Ping’s DM dickerWw / A v§ 8} u %o RinglWwas3Zgréat DMnd | really enjoyed his games. |
found some of his rulings ridiculous -- IIKREROES FEASF!but they didn’t anger or frustrate us, we
inesS (}puv SZ uHERQES KEASTI!! wu uu JvsSZ PE}u% Xe
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Vehicle repaiv- /[oo v}S SZ S T&de & % ]JE EMPO * S | P% T % E PE %o.
S 00° C}pu Z}A up Z ]S }eSe § & % |]E& *Z}%V SZ }SZ & SA} S oo
/Ivvi ¢ A}lpo CI}H *% v Vv Z}uE }( P u Yu ul]jJvP & % |J]E E}oo

Lisa Franck

We Are but Worms: The One-Word RFG o E]PZSU / SEC S} }% vrul]v U uS ¢

(VPO % E} p §8Z 8P S« uC E vVvICU }o uv C E}As 3A18 Z]VvPX
© E % E ©C (P IJvP u]v r 0}AJVvPX ~/ epe% & 3Z }v A}E ]- »

Myles Corcorin

KUE P E} M %o YVP SZW AZPSE & Phu$¢ ~/ A]JvI_ *% oo+ ]Jv ~ U pus ]
Z}A 3§} o A]§Z 3Z uW , P A Z]e Z]PZro A 0 u}ved Ee uE o0C Z
0} PA pe Z pu D P] Z +]*8V +% 00X dZ 8 u v3 A Z 8§} «ud
E}pv U P §5Z DZ }enUEYVRB VUG S3Z [P % o0o0eX ~dZ AZ]s &
}% % }v v v A § ]85« DZ Juu ] 8 oCXe

Ah, | loved/Vhat's New with Phil and Dixiefhd | think it holds up well. | use one of their panels as my
op "IC AS &~ & ro]l o]v Z}o JvP e¢]Pv ¢« C]JVP N } v}S epue%o
ber many of their gags. One had two drunk heroes -- spaceman and barbarian -- staring at the reade

N% U VW "Dus vSeX
E E&] vW "dE}oo*X_
"% U VW "DuS vSeX
E E&] vW "dE}oo*X_
"% U VW "Dus vSeX
E E&] vW "dE}oo*X_
"% u vW "D C SZ C[E ups vsS SCE}oo*M_
E E] vW A/ v o]A A]8Z 87 §X_

&J]v o0o0C SZ ES VvV E 35 % J[VW *z}pu A} E 3 E]JvP § §Z u]E

Patrick Ryley

D&D Ramblingv /[ (pvvC 8Z 8§ C}u[E pv( ulo] E A]Jsz -~ 8 U He ]
Joel oX &YE /&£ U%o0 U ]38 Z UV]. +Ce8 U (JE "~*% 00+ 8Z & A)C
UVGC *% ] o 0 e Jo]Y « ]Jvd} $3Z 8 (E u A}EIX

N(Clp & PlHJvP S} E v SZ S v E )& S Se (E}u SZ |E ~©

t ooU/ 00 8Z]eSZ (E] v }E E* % E} o uX < u}*sS % }%0 Iv}.

3Z ]E }E E+ (E}u 3Z PE}% Vv }o}v] 0 %}A E+U AZ} ] v[E IV}

§Z PE}uv X "} 83Z C[E E ]SE ECU v ]A] H% SZv] P&E}Uu%oe
v USZ C }puo Z A ZvP §Z e« }E E-U ps ] v}sS S} X tZC

was no perfect way to redraw the lines, and trying to do so would have led to endless bloodshed.
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| feel the same way about central stats. OK, not the “bloodshed” part, but the fact that the choices
Aloo E ]SE ECX KA E AT C Ee« }( ZW'e v AJ[A o v v 0 o o(
NE Jve_ v ~Z 08ZX_E}v E % E( 3U v viv }(3Zu A-E Al
Vv o<]EMUIZ C A}EI ipss « A ooX

AnMlu }v Al8Z v 6 ]Jv vC 8 5  Vv[$ ZEA%O WO} @S WP EM 1S Al3Z}us
HU*S v U e o U %o HU V e S[e %woEisedTa a oV

]E S U z % EZ 11 X /§[+ %wocEised TaleBadl

"Mt JE S SU AZ]J Z]Jv] 8§ SZ u AlJupu ]+ E v SA v e« }E U

E}uS X

Roger BeeW

NdZ E ] §Z]* }JvP}]vP v EE YA }pus3 8Z & Jv e} ] ou ] *% - §Z
ing, and nobody wants to do it, and the people who do want to do it are bad at it.”

JUZX [ v[8 e C 8Z §[+ i1i19 AG}VPX , U 8Z .E*3 E]Y<«u }( ~ 8§z
father, who played a single game with us as kids and reported that “it depends too much on the Dun
P }v D «§ EX_, A v[§ AE}VPJ

Kv §Z }8Z & Z v Y”"}u vélyrawarding] 8specially when it goes well. | don't object to
% }%00 %0 C]JvP 'Dro ¢ P u U us / szlvl sz ¢ Zz A s} Iv}Ao P

dZ C & mprpEE PO *U v}S 0 ¢«X ~KE S o S Z]JPZ & ™ }vs §_ &
dZ E E (A E }%%}IESUV]Y « (JE « E C Vv *UE% E] X
dZz & Aloo 0 *¢ % E % E Y}v ]v A v X

dZ 7«3}ECU_  JvP u}E& }( }Joo YA +}ESU uC Z A o0 e« }{

JA E]% % 0]vP Aloo 8Z « ~ }Ave] o M/ }v[E IV}IAX

Avram Greumer

, %% C 0i8ZU 03Z}uPZ / pv E+3v 3Z ul]JAov U ]JvP }voC 3A
ZU sZ (E}}loCv E& Jv ECJ / S pPZS v JvVSE} LW S}EC ¢S Se 0 e
13Z E C}p u}A }E 8Z C ] U He ]S ] v[8 e u o} 8§38Z S Yu

Travelle'W ,uzZX z}u[E E]PZ3 §Z 38 3Z E E (E (A E 3Z]E r% ES

~K8 ] o }v ¢ 8}} JWIZye X 3Z /u%u Eudi]v i666U A} C E-. L E §

D C ]3% Thavellels slickness, as you say, but | can think of other reasons. Career paths didn’t

UO© E e upn Z o ~ o0 ss eV 8Z e¢l]Jooe "~ v .8+ C}u P}8 8382 v /
ECSZ] v §Z Elvi A}po Z A 0}8e }( }}o v A %}A E-V ]%0 0}

Travellemplayers weran the military, it may have made sense to them that their characters would,

too.

ZYWE E u Ele }v v¥cp U &E ISPE v ~:p vo 8§ Ev_ A E (+ ]v Y\
§Z A C 3Z C *Al38 Z %o}e]Y}ve Jv i6di A e« A JE oC (PVvVCeX /5[ }\
e« ASZ % @& 00 0 A]JSZ "%}0o]Y o0_ %}*YVPX / Z uvC (LESZ E 3§
]+ JEP v]i V J*% E § / }v[E§8 Z A up Z 8} « C }+ 8Z 5}% }( uC
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Joshua Knonengold
- \ z]l «J Kv C}uE Z 0SZ « & X ,}% Clu[E

r | am curious abouGood Societyespecially as | worked on an

\ Austen game of my own several years ago, and I'd like to see
what they came up with. “The second is handled by giving
W e v EW ¢ Y ¢« % ES P} o323 E 5§
dZ [+ @ES3S JvoC lu% Y o A]38Z }vA vVY}
a feature of the original Braunstein, and you can’'t get more
old-school than that!

tZlJo / v[§ v "E EE YA]Su Z v] _
/| Z A o E v}iuPZ ] §} « CFabp@B /£ U
v §Z E EE Y AMudtants andwWlastermindss not.

, AJvP @ascdJ uC & Y}v ]e 83Z § 8§Z =« u]r
ZE $§EPvV EVY}v]e §Z *3 % ESU A
Yive SA v3Zu (JE 3Z Pu %E}% E
was something the “just normal people” game lacked, it

would be easy enough to change.

Brian Miziaszek

NS v 0}VPU PE Cr JP ~u]le E o Alvs E }( % *V}AU- 1O
o]Jve ]e Z EP]JVP uC E[+ © EC ~l]oo]vP 3A}® Hlegdse Day u v
slpv ¢ o]l C}uE Dt ]e}v UphE E *%E X ~ P }(uv ]v Je
A+«PE 33U v A« A] oC Uul]E JAv Z E U §}}X 7} «}EEC 32 Y

Jim Vassilikos

Where do monsters spend their treasure?$[s Z E 3} veA E <p *Y}ve 0]l &Z o
E "~ e E]J}ueoCX dZ SZ}uPZS }( Zlo & G} YvP ]Jvs8} 8Z o}
E}pv 3 0lU puCJvP 00 8Z s]e]v ]Jv 8Z +Z}%Y /5[« A}Eo §Z

it for more than ten seconds.

“l didn’t know we were doingapvP }v D S & /Pd]ZIuE&_A ] v}s MHe SZ /P
* APp 8 EYVP %}]v8eU % EY po EoC AZ v /| }v [ Z A up Z 8}
A }uo Z A ‘Dr ]I &€C /PdZ u U ps ¢Jv u vC E z}EI }vSE]

AJEEC ]85 }uo Ju & *YAuere3Co JE]JVP }( (E] A v X

See You Next Month, Folks!
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ODUEFK

(PDLAGXP#3XP RUJ
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"HE KWWS 777 SXP RUJ

SHEFHQWO\ , KDYH PRVW(

« SOD\LQJ LQ OLFKDHO &XOHTV
*8536 FDPSDLJQ ZLWK WKH +LJK
JURXS ‘H DUH DOO EHJLQQHU P
SUHFUXLWHG” LQWR WKH ,QVWIRW
$HILY WKH FLW\ QRZ RI WZR W
VWXGLHY FRQWLQXH ZKLOVWWRDE
KDYH LQFOXGHG LQYHVWLJDWLQJ
OLYLQJ XQGHU WKH FLW\YV VHZH
EORFNLQJ WKH JRGV RI WKH FLW
SHUIRUPLQJ WKHLU GXWLHV PDH(
SUHYLRXVO\ H[SODLQHG WKLV WI
VWROHQ LQWR D VRXO MDU ZIOLKN
VRPHZKHUH ZKHUH KH FRXOG UHL
D SURSKHW RI 8QFOH RU PD\EH N
DQ\zD\ ,fP RQ D PLVVLRQ IURP
WKHUHYV D FKDPSLRQ RI 7KH 'D>
LQIRUP DERXW DOO WKLV VR WKD

%RDUGJDPH RI WKH PRPHQW LV ,
SOD\HG WLPHV UHFHQWO\ , W
JDPH DV ,fP VWLOO HQMR\LQJ 1
VHHP WR EH WKDW JRRG DW LW

P KoOTa YAMADA

DAVID SITEON

7KH WKHPH LV WKDW WKH SOI
PHUFKDQWYV ZDQGHULQJ DURXQG
GRLQJ EXVLQHVV ZLWK WKH VKRS
LQ D NLQG RI URQGHOO\ ZRUNH
ZD\ 7KH VKRSV DUH DW IL[HG SI
DQG SURYLGH WKHLU SULQWHEPDI

KWWSV ERDUGJDPHJHHN FRP ERDUGJDP

7KH FUDIWVPHQ DUH FDUGV \RXWFDQ UF
RI \RXU WXUQ DQG VHW XS LQ @W\ RQH
EDFNURRPV WKDW HDFK VKRS KDV 6R 2
YLVLWV D VKRS WKH\ FDQ DOVRVPDNH X
RI RQH Rl WKH FUDIWVPHQ WKDW PD\ E
DQ DGYDQFHPHQW ERQXV WR WKH FUDI\
WR DQRWKHU SOD\HU 7KHUHFMWLRQVR I
PHFKDQLF ZKHUH HDFK SOD\HU ILUVW
WKHLU PHUFKDQW ZLOO PRYH PORQJ W

WR VSDFHV DQG QR SOD\HU FDQ S
DOUHDG\ WDNHQ E\ VRPHRQH HOVH 7
H[HFXWHG LQ RUGHU IURP OHDVW WR
PRYH D VPDOO GLVWDQFH DQGNRIILUVW
WKH DYDLODEOH FUDIWVPHQ RU PRYH
ZKHQ VRPH RI WKH FUDIWVPHQ KDYH
UHFUXLWHG

,W KDV RQH ELJ UDQGRP PHFKDDMF WKL
LI LW FRXOG VZLQJ WKH JDPH H@®RUPRX\
LV VWDUWLQJ WR VKRZ WKDW WWKHUH D
OHDVW VRPHZKDW PLWLJDWH WKLYV 7
PHFKDQLF LV WKDW WKUHH WLPHV GXU
EUHDNV RXW LQ D UDQGRP ORFDWLRQ
VRPH RI \RXU FUDIWVPHQ WKHUHVLI \RX
LW RXW 7R EHIJLQ ZLWK LWQRRW OLNH
WR EH DIIHFWHG E\ WKH ILUHV ZH
KDQGLFDSSHG EXW ZH DUH VWDUWLQJ
VWUDWHILHY WR DYRLG WKLYV

2YHUDOO D JRRG JDPH ,0+2 JLUVW WL
WRRN TXLWH D ORQJ WLPH WR JR WKU
WKLQN PRVWO\ EHFDXVH WKH\ DUH YHU
\RXJUH IDPLOLDU ZLWK WKH UXOHV WK
IDLUO\ EULVNO\ DQG LV SOD\DHOMK LQ D
WKH PD[LPXP RI SOD\HUV

J7KRWYV RQ &LW\ %XLOGLQJ

$W WKH WLPH RI ZULWLQJ P\ GUBYQLW XV
WKLQN , KDG PXFK WR VD\ DERAXNWFLW\
UHDGLQJ RWKHU SHRSOHTV FRPPHQWYV
Rl 3DWULFN 5LOH\ DQG 3DWULFN =RFI
VRPH WKRXJKWV RU FRPPHQWY WR IRUP

SHUKDSV WKH PRVW REYLRXV WKLQJ RC(
VHWWLQJ DERXW EXLOGLQJ D NDQWDV\
RWKHU DGYHQWXUH JDPH VHWWHQJ LV
D QLFH PDS +RZHYHU LQ P\ H[SHU
UHIOHFWHG E\ VHYHUDO RWKHUSYfV FRPP
Rl PXFK LPSRUWDQFH IRU FLW\ EXLOGL
ZLWK PDSSLQJ RXW WKH GHWDIQOV RI W
FHQWUHV RI P\ IDQWDV\ FDPSDLJQ Z
EHFDXVH , MXVW WKRXJKW LWRV VRPH

3XP

3DJH R



EXW , QHYHU JRW YHU\
QHHGHG LQ JDPH

+RZHYHU ZKDW , GR SODQ RXW
FRQFHSW RI WKH FLW\ KRZ OD
KDW DUH WKH PDLQ DFWLYLWWHKI
FDSLWDO RI VRPHZKHUH" ,V LW
‘KR UXOHV WKH SODFH DQG KRZ
KDW LV WKH FULPH OHYHO OLMH
ZRUOG KDYH D VLJQLILFDQW SRZ
IDFWLRQV RI WKH ZRUOG KDY HVK|
SODFH DQG ZK\" :KR DUH WKH
PRYHUV DQG VKDNHUV KHUH"

VKDNHUV LI DQ\ ZLOO RFFXU RFQ
EDVLV "KHUH LV WKH FLW\ JHRGE
,V LW D ODQGORFNHG FLW\ RIUVE
WKHQ LV LW RQ WKH FRDVW RU
NQRZQ IRU DQ\WKLQJ LQWHUHVWL

, KDYH TXLWH D ORW RI KLVW MW\
PHGLXP OHYHO RI GHWDLO IRU
ZRUOG ZKLFK YHU\ PXFK LQIRUEK
SODFHVY DQG SORW OLQHV WKDWLH
, DPOVR FRQVLGHU ZKDW WKH RDW
KRZ WKH FLW\ ILWV LQWR WKH DU

+DYLQJ VDLG DOO WKDW DOO WV
UHJDUGHG DV D PDS RI VRUWYV IE
ZRUGYV UDWKHU WKDQ D GLDJUDP

KHQ LW GRHV FRPH WR SURSHU
FLWLHVY WKH ODUJHVW ,YYH DF!
RFFDVLRQDO GLVWULFW PDS LI
VFHQDULR RU VLWXDWLRQ 2R@HE
DG KRF EDWWOH PDS DV UHTXL
WDFWLFDO JRU HYHU\WKLQJI HVOK
PLQG KDV WKXV IDU EHHQ VXIILFL

IDU DQC

1LIJKWIV +DENHG $JHQW

,IYH QRZ SOD\HG D FRXSOH RI VI
1ILJKWYTV %ODFN $JHQWV DQG WKI
VWLOO KDYH D ORW RI WKH UNXOEX
SURJUHVV VR IDU LV SURPLVLQRI
P\ KDFN LV WR WUHDW DOO DEROb
3UHSDUHGQHVVY +HDOWK DQG 6'
ERQXVHV P\ KDFNV PRVWO\ LQY
VSHQG UXOHV WR RWKHU PHFKL
PRGLILHUV

KLOVW UHZULWLQJ WKH UXOHWGR
DOVR UHPRYH DQ\ PHQWLRQ RI
VXSHUQDWXUDO IURP WKH FKDUD
SURYLGHG WR WKH SOD\HUV 7K
UHDOO\ VXUSULVHG ZKHQ WKHWUV!
VXSHUQDWXUDO YDPSLUH PLQLRQ

7KLQJV SOD\HUV VD\ RQ ILQGLQD
WKLQJ 22K LWYTV OLNH -DVRQ Wb
ZHTUH PRUH OLNH +RW )X]] YV
6KDGRZV ~

J/KHPH ORQVWHU &RPEDW °

7KH EHVW ZRUVW IXQQLHVW PRQVWHU F
, KDYHQIW JRW PXFK WR VD\ RQWKLYV

WKLQJ , UHFDOO LV WKH RFFDWLRQ DW
UXQQLQJ ' ' IRU D IDLUO\ KLJK @HKYHO JL
WR WK OHYHO LVK ,,5& 'L®&K DOO

PDJLF LWHPV WKH\ ZHUH VPDVKLQJ Wtk
WKURXJK DQ\WKLQJ DQG HYHU\WKLQJ \
XQWLO WKH\ RSHQHG D GRRU DRG VDZ |
IXQQ\ ORRNLQJ OLWWOH FULWWIG ZLWk
D IXQQ\ SURSHOOHU OLNH WKLWDLROQ WK
3$DDDUJK 5XVW PRQVWHU °~ WBRE\ FULH
DZD\ OLNH IULJKWHQHG OLW WGXHHLRK L OC
SURZHVV DQG DGYDQFHG FDSDELOLWLH
HQGHG XS GHIHDWLQJ LW E\ WKH FUX
EDVLFDOO\ VPDVKLQJ WKH GRRU GRZQ
PRQVWHU DQG WKHQ MXPSLQJ XS DQG
XQWLO LW VWRSSHG PRYLQJ

&RPPHQWYV

ODWW 6WHYBQ&7 OLFKDHO &XOH UH
NQRZOHGJH RI 86 SROLWLFV ZHONLQGD
DEUHDVW RI LW $V WKH RQO\ \DXSHUSHF
ORW RI ZKDW WKH 86 GRHV KDWW VLJQI
LQ WKH 8. DV ZHOO DV PXFK RI WKH U
yWIV LQ RXU LQWHUHVWY WR SD\ DWWH (

$v IDU DV 6WDUPHU LV FRQFHUQHG , Z
+H LQKHULWHG D FUDSS\ VWDWH}M RI DII
OHW GRZQ E\ VHYHUDO RI KLV IDRIOOHDJ
IURP WKH PRVW FKDULVPDWLF SHUVRQ
EH D UHTXLUHPHQW RI RXU QDWQRQDO (¢
PDGH VR E\ WKH QHZV PHGLD

(Ol , FRXOG SUREDEO\ KDYH D FUI
GDWDEDVH EXW 1P VRUU\ | MXVW C
6RPHWKLQJ LQYROYLQJ ODEHOV IRU H
\RX ZDQW WR DVVLJQ SRVVLEO\ VHYH
ODEHOV 2 RQH IRU WKH EXQGOH LW LYV
\RX FDQ VHOHFW PRUH WKDQ RQH HV
GDWDEDVH V\VWHP OLNH 64/LWH PD\ Y|
ZLWK D IURQWHQG FUDIWHG LQ 3\WKRC
VLPSOH SURJUDPPLQJ ODQJXDJH +RZH
RXW RI WRXFK ZLWK WKH LQGXVWU\ VL
RYHU \HDUV DJR QRZ

O0\OHV &RUFRUDRUU\ WR KHDU \RXfYF
XQZHOO 2 , KRSH \RX IHHO EHWWHU VRR

ORUH PRXVH\ DGYHQWXUH JRRGQHVV SO
(YHU\RQH HOVH 5%$(%1& +

t++
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SMR Issue #6  for E&A #10, Apr 2026
Erica L Frank (call me EIf); Eris Lord Freedom @ltch.io

GM-less Games On Hold

2. Artwork for some or all of the individual
locations, because itch’s indie game scene is very
very anti- Al. (And the Al pictures for the
locations aren’t great, just better than what |
could come up with on my own.) Maybe | can
contact the still -active Glitch fans (all 7 of them)
and see if any of them does art. And wants to do

The GMless games have stalled out: Wanderhome on
Tuesdays was stopped after three sessions (plus three
“prep” sessions) on the grounds of “we’re mostly
enjoying this, but two of the gang aren’t really
interested, and it has some awkward slow spots.” It 's
set aside as “not calling it done/never again, but we
want to do something else for a while.”
rt far free.
'KLFK LV 0QH H[FHSW , YH GRQH D SRYU"8S zruUN LO

converting Glitch locations for Wanderhome. I'd lik e | have a few dozen locations; not all mapped. | could
to write up a lot more of those and publish them; HI[SDQG WKDW WR RYHU D KXQGUHG DQG
that'd probably require art help: GHWDLOHG PDS VXLWDEOH IRU H[SORUD
1. Someone who can draw a map of Ur (we have The Friday pirate game is stalled for logistics
ref docs, and maps of each region with “streets” reasons—we keep having someone who can’'t make
on them, but a full high -res map was never it. (Last few weeks, that's been me —a convention,
available), and followed by an iliness, followed by bad internet

service.)I'm not sure if we're still
¢ playing it, or we'll be looking at
something else once we're all
together again. | may suggest that
the BOB structure is a bit too
vague for us: it's not so much
“GM-less” as “nobody assigned in
advance to be GM.” (The Quiet
year is GM-less. BOB games are
more “GM-full” —everyone gets to
GM, but there’s no mechanism for
how they take turns.)
The Tuesday game decided we
liked the idea of GM -less games
DQG ZDQWHG WR H[SORUH RV
options. We did 2 weeks of Fiasco
(Boomtown), in which we created
a set of the most horribly corrupt
and backstabbing characters that
KDYH HYHU LQpLFWHG WKHLL

~ Map of Ur made from the Soundscapes album & end-game image releases the Old West. We had a blast.
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Running Brindlewood Bay Not: Once per session, or once per mystery. Once.
E[SHULHQFH F D Q-Blefdxan\ptidhKd W

clear all the items in one’s Cozy Little Place and make
them re -usable. So, that's twice. Per character. Ever.
The item remains available for narrative purposes,

And then | said I'd run Brindlewood Bay, because
| really want to try a mystery game that doesn’'t ha ve
answers at the start. The game pitch is “Murder: She

Wrote meets Lovecraftian horror.” ...Please forgive me but it no longer affects dice rolls.  ([FHSW DV QRWH G

if this has already been covered in a previous issue of
$ RWHG WKDW LW V EHH P H a\onve some MaveB Movew:he/n)g%tﬂose rules.)
( » Q Q Q Lrﬁe(?nur%er myste%/ Iﬁself

h h of a “what thi - has d has no answer in
oW much of a what fhis game IS _anyone has one.) advance. Instead, there’s a pack of Clues, and a pak
It uses a PbtA framework (2d6 rolls; 6 is a

failure: 7—9 | tial 10 full 194 ] of Suspects, and as the Mavens investigate, they
aiure, - IS partial success, U1 U succ_ess _'S eventually form theories about what happened. At
success with a bonus) but BB has some unique traits. . . . .
Setun: The ch ‘ Il elderly wid q some point, they sit down with their pack of Clues
e.up. € charac ers.are a ,e eTYW'_ owed (or and make a roll; if they roll high enough, their theory
otherwise partnerless), retired ladies living inth e is correct
Zame tgwn. Thzy are Murder}lo\\/llaver;]s —a bO_Ok club Some people love this mechanism. Some hate it.
elvote tlo mur erTmhyslterlels. i so, they sohmetlmes There are reviews online and strong opinions in
sct)) vetrt(ra]g crimes. The local police are not happy several directions. (It's been mentioned in past
a Ol:\/l 1S- M 'I d of Plavbooks. there” issues.)l love it; one of my longstanding issues with
aven Moves: Instead of Playbooks, there S_a set mysteries in TTRPGs is that they mostly run in a fe w
of standard moves, and each character gets lunique

categories:
“Maven move” at the start of the game. (They can
acquire more during play, but it's never goingto b e 1. The GM drops breadcrumb clues and the players
PbtA’s common “here are 4 things you do that KDYH WR 0QG WKHP DVVHPEOH WKHP
nobody else does.”) There are two sets of Maven answer. In this, it's the players’ skill, not the
Moves available; the standard set is based on TV characters, that is needed to solve the mystery.

show detectives, and the alternate set is mostly ba sed 2. The GM drops breadcrumb clues, and if the

RQ GHWHFWLYHV IURP ERRNV ([Dpsoplsyyersdon’tcatchthem/assemblethem
correctly, they make some dice rolls, and the GM

Senny Crockett tells them what they've realized. This is a delicat e

You have a very stylish wardrobgoeople say dance of “feed them info so the game doesn't bog

“Wow!” whenever they see you around town. down forever” and “back off so they can try to
Describe your Style in a little more detail and KDYH WKDW oQDO OLJKWEXOE PRPHQV
then add Stylish Wardrobe to your Cozy Little 3. The GM railroads the players into a set of events,

Place. When you use it to get an advantage on a force-l HHGV WKHP FOXHYV DQG H[SODLQ
die roll, leave it unmarked. of anything they missed. They're not so much

playing a game as walking through someone
else’s story, possibly with dice-rolling to see how
7KH oUVW WLPH \RX HQFRXQWHU D mxn®thdy bfe birthe Brid Qf it.

declare something about them based solely on
their appearance. This information is absolutely
true, but it is not a Clue, nor can it conclusively
solve the mystery.

Sherlock Holmes

All of those are deeply unsatisfying to me. They ar e all
understandable —TTRPGs weren't created to cover
“mystery” as a genre; they were created to cover “w ar
reenactment” with a later supplement of “with elves
The Cult: At start of game, the playersknow there is a wizards, and dragons.” They were created asan

creepy dark cult involved with the murders; the adventure-conquest game with a side of storytelling,

charactersdo not. They'll discover that through play. not as a solve-the-puzzle game. You can ramp up the
Cozy stuff: Each Maven has a “cozy activity” — storytelling and tone down the conquest without

VRPHWKLQJ VKH FDQ GR WR UHGOD/ dr&stedRchandiridthe\Waknke ¥trictdrd, Ybout when

DV E R W Kagsih¥tiesd.and a game mechanic: The you move to other genres, it has problems.

way to remove “Conditions” gained from adverse Mini -rant; feel free to ignore: TTRPGs do not

results is through the “Cozy Move” where you share cover romance or sitcoms well, either. They're also

an intimate moment with another Maven. Each lousy at soap operas. They have problems with super -

Maven also has a “Cozy Little Plac€’ with some items heroes despite several noble attempts. Coverage is

that can be tapped to give advantage (roll 3d6 inst ead weak for thrillers or adventure stories where the g oal
of 2) once. is “survive” rather than “win.” And so on. The farther
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you get from “battle -oriented quest,” the more not, but hey, that just means opportunity for growth,
innovative both the mechanical rules and play right?
structure have to get. Besides. | have a setting/mystery | want to use.
7KHUH DUH H[FHSWLRQV VLQJOHI abwriing upH0dtinDh@ Glowd& talBB murder
that cover a different genre. Fiasco’s actually very mystery investigating the 30 -year-old death of Lan
popular. But there’s no such thing as a Fiasco Wangji's mother, blatantly stolen from The Untamed/
campaign; it's a one-shot game. It's much more a Mo Dao Zu Shi
“shared story-building game” than an RPG. 2éFLDOO\ VKH GLHG RI LOOQHVV
The other-genre that's closest to popular is actually died of illness. (It's possible she died of
horror, with Call of Cthulhu —but that's rarely played “illness” as a result of how she was imprisoned.) | t's
as a “horror” genre game where characters gradually possible she took her own life. It's possible someo ne
EHFRPH DZDUH RI KRVWLOH QR QKX Kile@ herQtsX tbQHershe €3QapatK IHs possible the
world (and that’s the end of the game) . It's usually truth is a bit weirder than that.
“roaring -20s dungeon crawl where bad choices/poor $00 RI WKRVH KDYH EHHQ H[SORUHG L
die rolls will take you out via ‘insanity’ instead  of LOQWHUHVWLQJ WKDW WKH IDQoF FRPPXC
damage.” CoC is often played as a monsterhunt. onto any one of them as “the real truth.” We don't
6R , P HIFLWHG WR WU\ D JDPH Wdén\Wawt 10K 2 @ WWenDthbRaXe)tBe standard thi ng”
an entirely different genre, one that is not “take out with the others as “yeah someone wrote that but
the bad guys.” (The Brindlewood Mavens are ill - nobody thinks it's what actually happened.” However,
equipped to “take out” anyone.) suicide is very high on the list of standard “what
Potentially worth noting: | don't  really care for really happened” assumptions.
mysteries as a genre. | don’t read mysteries. (I have (I have a story in mind for her that’s “absolutely
read a handful of them. | don’t hate them, but ther e nobody is going to believe it's what happened but
are literally hundreds of other books on my to -read they will have fun with it.” But it's not attached  to
OLVW DKHDG RI WKH QH[W k, PLJKWBLhH®Gody KDW VRPHGD\y
mystery.) | almost never watch mystery shows by For the Brindlewood Bay mystery:
choice, so it was fascinating to me to realize | re cog- X I'm using The Untamed/CQL canon as a base

1W‘

nized almost all of the “Maven moves” from both TV

and books. (I had to google for the names of several

of them —"Rick and A.J.” did not click for m e, but | X
knew what Simon & Simorwas.)

(there are some differences between book/tv,
incl. the death details of Lan Wangji's father)
Everyone is using courtesy names, no birth
names, no titles (because | am dealing with US

, 0JXUHG WKDW k, NQRZ DOO-WKH YV HcCanadar Engliski§pEakihd) players and “Chinese

stand why those are the game mechanics associated
with them” was a good starting point for “l could r ~ un
this game.” (The only names | did not recognize even X
after googling: Mma Precious Ramotswe and V.I.
Warshawski.) And my reason for not running
mysteries was a lack of interest in playing the X
breadcrumb game of trying to drop the right kind of
clues, or nudging the players to put them together
the right way, or making sure the correct suspecti s
the right kind of sinister to make them suspicious,
and so on.

BB nicely dodges all that. | don't have to make the
FOXHV oW WRIJHWKHU FRUUHFWO\
have to make the Secret Killer act suspicious, but not
S0 suspicious that they know from scene one that
he’s the guy. | don’t have to invent red her rings or
steer them away from them. | don't have to make the

QDPHYVY IDPLO\N QDPH oUVWy LV JRLQJ
enough to deal with)

Modern setting: “Cloud Haven” is a Buddhist

spirituality and martial arts  retreat; they moved

to the Brindlewood Bay area about 15 years ago

| invented names for 6 characters: Lan Wangji's

parents (only addressed by title in canon), the

man she killed (which resulted in her imprison-

PHQW DQG WKUHH RWKHUV ZKR GRQ
canon. | spent far too much time poking around

at name generators and translation sites trying

to come up with

WK DW plauvible i hikbsM fiilres, GRQ W

0 easy to pronounce for American gamers.

lam KDQGZDYLQJ SDVW DQ\ ODQJXDJH GL
Lalalala; characters all have cellphones with perfe ct

"HDORXV ([ VHHP kFUHHS\ DQG vxvéLﬁfgﬁoﬂ@ppsE%aléoﬁWide’because'don't

actually guilty of murder.” And so on.
| have to make the setting plausible and roleplay
the suspects. The former is easy for me; the latter is

WLPH WR $PHULFDQL]H WKH ZKROH

out how that would work.
After the game is over, | will write up the

mystery and post it at itch.io. And probably at AO3 ,
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because it more-or-OHVV FRXQWV DV IDQoFC§lfapserdf & Neopets TTRPG

| have to consider whether to address the language
issues. | also have to decide whether to use the canon HWZHHQ ODVW LVVXH WKLV RH WKH

FKDUDFWHU QDPHV VHWWLQJ HWF keenpuliedoine ficksigrigr bas apneunces iKspei ng

serial numbers so it’s less obvious wh ere it came cancelled, and the Neopets company has cut ties wit h
from. (If | decide to do that, I'll probably put the the team they hired to make the game.
“original” at AO3 and the “genericized” one at itch .i0.) The short version of events:
Nobody will need to see the show/read the book X There was a Neopets TTRPG kickstarter. It raised
to play the mystery. Nor will it spoil the show. Th s is almost half a million dollars.
a background character’s distant -past death in canon, X Geekify ran it; they had a license from Neopets.
with no details provided other than ‘she died.’ | ¢ an’t Nobody at Geekify had 7753* GHVLJQ H[SHULH(
even remember if the illness is canonical or implied. X Itran late. Nobody was surprised.

They released a beta/playtest version on Google
We had SessionOfor kS UHDWH FKDUDFWHUYV DBG

out how the rules work, or mostly how they work.”
(Which is good, because | didn't quite have the
module written up. | think | have enough of it now. )
| have nine suspects. Or rather, | have nine people
on the suspect list. One of them is Lan Xichen, who
was nine years old at the time of his mother’s death.
| don’t think he’s a plausible suspect, but he had
access to her, and potentially means to cause her
death. (No motive whatsoever for murder, but
accidents are possible.)Four of the suspects are
deceased. Ihave four non-suspect characters; most

X ,W zZDV D GLVDVWHU $ WKLQO\ UHVNI
game using the OGL permissions.
The “Perks” section (renamed from Feats, of
ZKLFK , NQRZ HIDFWO\ QRWKLQJ VDL
hasn’t been paid for” and was blank.

X Itincluded a mention of discussing with your
WDEOH KRZ PXFK VH[ URPDQFH VH[XD
in your group. (Note: Neopets is a very G -rated
VLWH ZLWK DEVROXWHO\ QR VH[XDOL
anywhere.)

(all?) the other BB mysteries don't have non -suspect x There were comments. Lots of comments. | have
saved out a copy.
characters. . . .

The other mysteries have 4-5 locations, so | have X Geekify announced the klcll<starter is canceled.
limited myself to 5 location writeups. I'm hazy on X Drama roun.dups available in the usual places.
how those will work in play but | have notes forth e X If an_yone’_s interested, | s_aved out the g'doc
handful of places I'm pretty sure they’ll want/need to version with the community comments.
visit. I'm still working on my FAE -based Neopets game.

The suggestion is to have at least 20 Clues and | just now have to decide whether to release it with
6 Void Clues, so | have those. the Neopets names for everything, or to attempt to

This will be my fourth time GMing in the last 30 - change them to avoid weird copyright issues. (Or
ish years. Previous GMing includes 1 session of Fat whether to throw in spoof -ish content so | can insist
with my formerly weekly GURPS group, about 7 years “this is parody.” Humor isn't required for parody b ut
ago, 2 sessions of Fate Accelerated with a superheo it makes it easier to argue.)

shared XQLYHUVH JURXS WKH\ YH 0JXUHG RXW KRZ WR
make FAE work for superheroes, but it takes a lot o f Solo Play: Cage of Sand,part 3

FRQVWUDLQWY PDQDJLQJ H[SHFWDWL
(? Q Q Q [ Gamelﬁr% https: //Y\lﬁmellaes itch. |o/(%qe of-sand
that, I'd have to go back to my early college years

ZKHQ , UDQ ' ' DQG &KDPSLRQV DQG@MYtEizrdtRrs VDI
the group into GURPS and failed).

Session 1 went well. Or at least, they all enjoyed Protagonist: Anni Joutsen, embroidery artist
themselves. They have met, | believe, 3 people, 1o 1. Anton Kumala (3 of Wands), a wealthy
whom is a suspect, and have acquired 1 Clue, and merchant, waiting for his ship to come in
managed to spend almost two hours discussing the 2. Sir Godfrey of the Ocean (Knight of Cups) , a
UDPLOFDWLRQV RI WKRVH WZR -GHWDLOVRLIRWYPORORMUR & tROWY VPXIIJOHUV DQ
wood adventures don’t have non -suspect characters, 3. Barigrotir “Bari” Bristlegrog (the Emperor), a
but normal adventures aren’t investigating a decade s- dwarf judging the contest  selecting artisans
old death that happened on another continent.) 4. Vamirelion (5 of Swords), elven former merc,
I'm nervous as hell but looking forward to H[LOHG LQ GLVJUDFH VNLOOHG ZRRC

running this.
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5. Elenwen Crow (Wheel of Fortune) , priestess of
the god of luck, runs games of chance

6. Remi Longfoot (7 of Swords)
fake contestant with his knotwork

7. Lady Linyive the Widow (6 of Wands), half-elf, a
ranger who won accolades for arresting bandits

8. Her Grace, Maritha of Heliot (the Empress),
duchess entering the contest with her tapestries

9. Lady Phoebe(6 of Cups), her daughter, age 6

10. Stregori Zrin (4 of Swords), a tapped-out mage
looking for an apprentice while he recovers

The town of Baysheer is holding an arts festival; t he
best artists will be selected to create pieces for the
upcoming royal wedding.

First Loop

Act 1: Awakening

Awake from a vague nightmare . Set 3 details that will
be the same at the start of each loop.

Act 2: Interactions

3 minor, 2 major per loop . ' loop: Remi, Maritha,
(OHQZHQ PLQRU %DUL.

Inciting Event

The Magician —The opening ceremony of the arts
SDYLOLRQ WKH QH[W PRUQLQJ

Act 3 TheTurn

Discover 6 deaths: Stregoriz Zrin; young Lady Phoebe;
9DPLUHOLRQ /DG\ ODULWKD 5HPL
Godfrey of the Ocean, with several of them involvin g
brutal, grotesque dismemberments

Act 4, Revelations (New Suff Sarts here)

"A disaster occurs. At the end of the loop all remain-
ing characters, including your Avatar, die mysterio usly."

Remaining characters: Anni (obviously), Elenwen,
Lady Linyive, Anton, and Bari Bristlegrog.

Draw a card for "Last thing Anni perceives before
death™: 5 of Wands

5 of wands is a conflict, often caused by misunder-
standings. | am especially fond of the Robin Wood
tarot version, where the 5 staves being wielded wou Id
form a proper pentagram if people just shifted thei r
stance a bit and cooperated instead of attacking each
other.

In this deck, it looks like monks defending a
temple; there's stone steps, and braziers burning
what might be incense. I'm going to eschew trying to
imply that the 5 people in the card are the 5 deaths

D KREELW WKLU!

5
remaining. (Mainly because I tried, and just couldn 't
make it work in my head.)
|
- R : o ; Five of Wanls
5 of Wands from the Robin Woo& Calandra tarot decks
Instead:
After the death of the knight assigned to enforce
WKH ODZ GXULQJ WKH IHVWLYDO D ORW

out, people accused strangers (or their neighbors) of
thefts, of cheating, of the murders. Fights erupted |,
and there were several more deaths, not just the ones

3KRHEH P Diwging the 10 named characters. When Bari was

found dead at the opening of the pavilion one
morning, the whole place erupted into chaos. Anni
was struck on the back of the head with something
heavy, and she fell; the last thing she saw was Bari's
body, blood seeping out from under it, and she hear d
the sounds of angry yelling and tables crashing as the

world went dark.
/IRQJIRRW 6LU
Draw a card for "First thing the rest of the world

perceives" or their reaction: Temperance.

,Q WKH DIWHUPDWK RI DOO WKH GHDW
the town realizes it desperately needs a return to
SHDFH DQG WUDQTXLOLW\ +RZHYHU
a way to move forward with the festival —to keep a
foot in each of two worlds, both the normal hum -
GUXP RI HYHU\GD\ OLIH DQG WKH H[FLW
income) of a royal arts faire. The wiser leaders sp eak
in favor of temperance: of blending those two
LQWHUHVWY DQG 0QGLQJ D VDIH ZD\ IRU

Lw

IH[W VBHPHFW RQ WKH HYHQWYV WKDW KI
Record one or more Revelations [from a list of 10
questions] I'm going with three of them this time.

Select a character. What do they know that your
Avatar doesn’t?

6WUHJRUL =ULQ WKH oUVW WR GLH L
VHQVLWLYH WR WKH pRZ RI HQHUJLHV L(
sensed something wrong, and went to do something
about it - and was killed for his trouble.
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Select 23 characters. Describe a bond they share. into the deck." But for now, I'm heading off to the
Lady Maritha has known Vamirelion for years; he second loop, becausethe rules/events change a bit.
LV WKH oUVW SULYDWH FLWL]HQ UDW KHthe $taK of e gdrehd IRAD,FANhUiRMet yet
the land -owning gentry who bought one of her aware of the time loop.
tapestries. Her curiosity was piqued when she found
he'd be putting it in his private home rather than  a Second Loop
gallery, temple, or castle, so she visited him. They Yay we are actually at THE TIME LOOP BEGINS.
struck up a friendship focused around art and I have not read all the rules in advance, and many
Craﬁsmanship, and Vamirelion could sympathize with RI WKHP KDYH VHSDUDWH koUVW ORRS
her worries about her husband's military activities . do this other stuff” —and | just didn’t read anything
He doted on young Phoebe. When little Phoebe died, RWKHU W K D-Qop\rétrictiahs, W
Marit ha sought out the most talented swordsman she The deaths caught me by surprise, because, while
knew, for protection and the possibility of vengean ce. | knew it was a horror game, | had not read ahead t o
Do any other characters perceive the time loop ? see “oh wait, everyone dies” before doing the setup
Stregori Zrin will be aware of the time loop and making characters.
immediately at the beginning of the 2nd loop, and Act 1: Awakening

he'll seek out others who are aware. However, since

KH ZDV NLOOHG oUVW LW PD\ WD N Hngtrugtions fgy poR sher gUW WRORRS LQFOXGH 5H)Y
sort out who else is involved. $FW FDUGYV HYHQWY FKRRVH D YDJXH

/ the previous loop that haunts you; for each tally
(QG RIWKH )JLUVW /RRS mark (1, at the moment), pick an element that seems
,QVWUXFWLRQV KHUH DUH &OHDU \!Rpetlive/ @ DUt 6f pla@G VK XIpH

the character cards. Make a new mark on your tally Act 1 cards—The Devil: Wakes to a goat braying
sheet and return to Act 1." (Tally sheet? I'm supposed outside her window; 8 Pentacles: She sews the cuffs
to have a tally sheet? | suppose that means "note t hat ~ onto a shirt's sleeves; Death: Replaces a vase of éad
this is Loop 2.") pRZHUV ZLWK IUHVK RQHYV
1IRWDEO\ ,W GRHV QRW VD\ WR UH VX hpsh Yagueimermnerdq talking with the
ish cards. | suppose that sets a limit on the game: duchess. She knows Her Grace is entering the contest,
There are 11 cards in the "stuff that happened" stack, and has seen her retinue (and maybe her) at a dis-
and 48 remaining unused. So: 4 more loops, with the tance, but of course they've never met. The nightma re
potential of swapping out a few cards in the “setup” she can't quite remember must've included meeting
set (there's rules for that), or 3 loops if | swap out the duchess; Anni supposes she's a bit overwhelmed
more than a few. by all the famous and wealthy people who will be at
2U RI FRXUVH , FDQ UHVKXIpH WheRestial., WjV QRW FOHDU LI
running out the deck ends the game, or they should The sleeves... bother her. They're simple enough
EH UHVKXIpHG DW WKDW SRLQW R UoDoyshe/iemernbardlaying tRemoot gt night to
loop (which would increase the chance of duplicate 0QLVK LQ WKH EULJKW PRUQLQJ OLJKW
events). (A problem with a 1500-word game is that VXUH VKHjG 0QLVKHG WKHP DQG UHDGLF
sometimes info that was clear in creator's mind delivered. She frowns as she stitches the cuffs to the
doesn't make it on to the page.) For now, I'm going sleeves. It feels familiar. (Of course it does. Shés done
ZLWK GRQjW UHVKXIpH DQG ZHjOOthsHmretRaz a bundreditings , with countless
...To match classic time loop stories, it would shirts, many with different fabric but most, like t his
make sense that it takes 4-5 loops before you get one, plain undyed linen.) The nightmare must've
"repeat” events, or the same event applied to a unsettled her, that she feels like she's already done
different person. However, considering how long this V S H FthskF
;h;;:take’ | don't think I'm up for playing a 20 -loop Next issue: Second Loop, Act 2: Interactions
The rules allow for ending the game at any time This section will have 3 minor and 2 major
and just leaving it unresolved: "You can decide interactions with FKDUDFWHU FDUG RWKHU
whether the time loop closes or if you simply each. "Minor" interactions reveal small details abo ut
abandon your Avatar to their fate. Write the the character and/or world. "Major" interactions ha ve

FRQFOXVLRQ RI \RXU VWRU\ DQG V Kaxkeép basbdnothe Buit, v "EeRemINmportant
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LQIRUPDWLRQ H[SRVH ZHDNQHYVVH\CHldrents Iritel &ctiVek Fictioh WX 9 H- Pedro

of the relationships between characters."

This time, | packed away the deck with post -its
labeling the sections (setup cards, character cards,
“used” events, etc.) so getting started should be
easier.

Comments on E&A #9

There's been some discussion about“maybe remove
comments from the page count restriction. ” On the
one hand, | can see the value of that. On the other ,
while comments are often co mpiled in one spot at
the beginning or end of a zine, there 's no require-
ment for this; someone who folded their comments
into their other content would be stuck with a
smaller page count tha n those who separate them
out. I'd prefer not to have rules that encouraged
some kinds of content, and some kinds of formatting,
over others.

Denizens of the Library #8 — Brian Rogers

Panhoca da Silva & Camila Lourenco
Panhoca
, HQMR\HG WKH &LQGHUHOOD LQWHUD
writeup, and it gives me ideas of what kind of simp le
visual novels or twine games | could write as
practice. | hadn’t really thought about using fairy
tales with basically pre- established endings, where
choices MXVW VHUYH WR FKDQJH WKH pDYR

East of Neither, West of Nil #4 #1 —
ChrysalisM & Felicity

| am aware of tulpamancy. Or at least, of tulpas
as they seem to appear in modern fannish settings.
(I am active on Tumblr. | have a Homestuck liveblog
that’s been sitting dormant for years, and | keep
thinking “someday | will get back to that.”) | have
m[HG RSLQLRQV DERXW D ORW RI WKH ki
communities, but most of it comes down to “eh, you
do you; it's all good as long as you're not demandi ng
other people keep track of the details.”

, RQO\ SOD\HG 9 9 RQFH RU wzLFH _(ThRB §'¢Seg blogs on Tumblr that seem to

memories other than a vague “we rolled up powers,
right? That was less satisfying than designing them
ourselves in Champions.” (I could be misremember -
ing.) However, | do remember the constant problem

ZDQW kUHDG X QGHUWNDG®f 8\-ptL V
grey-on-SLQN WH[W ZLWK EOLQN\ OLJKWV 1
JURXQG H[SODLQLQJ VHSDUDWH SHUVI
different sets of pronouns, before you like or rebl og

in superhero JDPHV UHJDUGLQJ VSHHGVWNHOIYE Verosisl-p o

artists —trying to make sure the “brick” and “ordinary
agent/spy” characters got enough time in the spot -
light to balance out the faster characters.

Champions was consistently troublesome for this;
there’s a “Speed” stat that's disconnected from agi lity/

+L DQG ZHOFRPH WR ( $

Reddened Stars #8— John Redden

RYCTM- | adore the Morgan’s Tarot; | have
colored my version (but it was a long time ago, and |
used colored pencils; most of the colors have faded). |

GH[ ORVW VXSHUV KDG (BcturS & R got'ﬁ Hecause | was getting too “rote” in my tarot
12 phases) DQG WKDW ZRENWG @O@N P D [i{iBMetations: | was good at memorizing, so | cou Id

a “normal human” (so, the James Bond-ish superspy),

and a speedster with something like 7 -9 got to act a
lot more. (The sweet spots for “super -speed” were 7
and 13; those weren't just “got more actions than

UHFLWH WH[W IURP WKH ERRNV EXW QRYV
do a “reading” outside of that. Morgan’s tarot
requires that you read the actual cards.

Also | came up with a 9 -card spiral reading (starts

HYHUIRQH HOVH y EXW VS Haphase D O O) o Rk W R HRFWHERD QG PRYHV OHIW GRZG

where nobody else acted.) Normal people had a speed

of 2; the victims at the bank had to wait a very, v ery

reading because the Celtic Cross didn’t seem to work
well for it, at least for me. | still don't like wo  rking

ORQJ WLPH WR GR DQ\WKLQJ LQ EH Wi HHQIR Br6ss okt KHUR

villain actions.

I'm also fond of the Discordian Tarot (PDF) and

RYCTM: AdungeorRFUDZO WKDW V VSHF L9 BiShOtb eventually make an actual -cards
KUHFODLP ORVW ODQGy GRHV o[ PD QB nfip: st M lofgRiarot.html  Older link

problems with dungeons. Allowing for negotiations
with the current residents does more. | don'’t belie ve
that all dungeon/temple/tower -etc. adventures are
morally wr ong, just that... wow, the hobby has a
whole lot of “abandoned” dungeons lying around in
various foothills, where “abandoned” means “not
inhabited by humans that owe fealty to the king
whose name is on maps of the area.”

using ancient formatting. (Zipped to save space
EHFDXVH KDOI D PHIJDE\WH XVHG WR EH
YHUVLRQ EHFDXVH 3') @HoseyewheH [LVW \HYV
Discordian Portable Temples are long gone from the
LOQWHUQHW , KRSH WR 0QG D FRS\ RQ R(
discs at some point.)

| hadn’t considered using my Morgan’s Tarot for
solo RPGs, but now | probably will. (However, most
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solo RPGgrequire the standard 78-card 5-suit deck; more, a full character sheet and details to keep tr ack
they have a key for card meanings.) of. (Someday | will try Ironsworn, but for now, it

. . looks like a lot of tracking the kind of data that was
An Unlooked For Zine #8 — Lisa Padol RQOH Rl WKH UHDVRQV , VWRSSHG SOD\LC
IDVHUV  )HHOLQJV-+R @R HH RRW

iti h | . | h ith | hadn’t seen Numberless Secrets but | have
result in a character leaving play when either stat recentl@a}:\c U|red Hearts of Wulin so I'll look ati t.

‘]HWY WRR KL_JK *+ GRHV /) GRHVQ V\he M g— a recent set of discussions on
mechanism for changing your stats —it's (they’re) set Bluesky gave me a realization: A paid GM is not

at creation and it stays there, since it's not so m uch “playing a game with friends, and doing the world/
“two stats” as “one stat on a line, closer to one s ide NPC actions while everyone else does a single
or the other.” ) ) character.” A paid GM is “event coordinator for a
| am surprised to notice that there’s not already a VPDOO JURXS RI DWWHQGHHV ZKR KDYH
-HFNAOO +1GH /) KDFN RQ LWFK LR PHQWV y W V D 0QH JLJ LI WKDW V ZKDV
RYCTM: | have no objections to personally oing, But most GMs dontap roach it that way: the y
GHVLJQHG WDURW GHFNV WR WDU RsX}ém%%E%}{k.%gLWvlﬁ dBthe%ﬂtol“tﬂé:game
focus, to ones that draw on different lore details | like, and get paid for it, and that means | have to do
(swapping Strength and Justice, elements for suits, D OLWWOH H[WUD RI WKH SDUWV , GRQ \
etc.) | get annoyed at some of the I don't like th e It doesn't click that they have moved the other

symbollst,n(;n t:e tradltr:onal deck§ so | made it - players from friends (or potential friends) to clients.
BETTER” decks. (...The Lovers is not a romance carif; The relationship is different.

should not look like a romance scene.) | don't dire ctly And that's aside from the reality that, to make it
mind “added cards” but | mind “added cards because a job, they're going to need to run several games a

the normal deck is.incomplete” with the implicatipn week, often the same one with different groups, and
that anyone not using  this deck is somehow doing put a notable part of their time into advertising/
tarot wrong. L ) » outreach to keep enough paying players.

It's very subjective. Sometimes the writing or the | have zero problems with “Convention gives free

ahrt s;rlkissme as_ too e_go—laden for me to wSork W'_th passes/maybe other goodies to GMs,” just like | have
the deck. Sometimes it seems too cutesy. Sometimes no problems with “convention gives a free member -

tEe pa:jt!c_ularltheme_seems to O\|/3emde an;léth_lng I|II< e ship to panelists” or staff members or even
the traditional meanings. (Cats. Dragons. Fairy tales. performers. Those people are still attending the

Whatever.) . o e convention. And they’re not being paid by the players
I grew_ up wit _War@s - F|r§, Swords = Air. And (panel attendees, artists, con members, etc.) directly.

then | got into Feri tradition, which has them (Let me know if 'm wrong about that  — I have no

reversed. It doesn’t just change them —while it’s still idea 'flﬁamm conventions now include “pay $30 to

SHQWV (DUWK &XSV :DWHU WK'BI'&)}LI' é_'g% eV RS ke |Xa&éﬁontogeneral

the other cards change because the other elements

reg costs.)

have changed. (But that's getting pretty far from RPG
topics.) Cowman Baloney Face #5— Matt Stevens

For Cage of Sand: the setup took a long time 2RK LQWHUHVWLQJ LQIR DERXW FOHL
because | decided to let it. | could’ve just drawn 10 playing clerics and was annoyed at how many groups
cards for characters, thrown a name on each of them , treated them like Walking First- Aid Kits. | knew they
and gone with that. Instead | took time to consider were vaguely based on medieval notions of crusaders/
the world as it was unfolding; | wanted something 0JKWLQJ FOHULFV EXW LW 3pBISQ W FOLF
that felt solid to me. turn -undead aspects had to come from elsewhere.

| also like doing the steps one at a time, so, draw If | ever write up a high fantasy ttrpg gameworld,

RQH FDUG o0JXUH RXW ZKR WKDW F KIh&vb te dbhsidet thie oRes thakfekd idto the
WKH\ oW LQ ZKDW , KDYH VR IDU D Q@ndaridigsse&sWbry cilvafuty. Q WquM like a Fate

card. Young Lady Phoebe was a complete surprise; | high fantasy world. Fate has problems with spells.)

did wind up editing the Duchess’ details a i ttle bit, If you haven't seen Leverage yet, | can't

but | had already decided “she has 3 children, the recommend it enough. It's delightful, and the show

oldest of which is a young teen.” never betrays the viewerlt doesn’t have, “in this
Some journaling games have very little setup: episode, THIS is the angry guy because we need an

Here’s you, the protagonist; draw a card or roll a die angry guy and the normally -angry one is busy doing

and here’s your starting gimmick thing. Some have something else.” The characters start out awesome
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and talented —and still have things to learn as the | cannot over state how annoyed | am that | can
show develops. They don't bring up backstory details tell these apart on sight. (Minuses are shorter and

and then forget them later. (Instead, you get what higher than endashes, the same size as the crossbarin
look like random backstory details —probably were —  + and +.) (Also, in many modern fonts, the endash and
and they often turn into recurring bits.) And there’s emdash do not perfectly match the capital N or M.)

no episode that you wind up thinking “oh he would

. Firedrake’s Hoard #7 — Roger Bell_West
not say that.

Re OSR things: There is an argument that, by not | ZYET“({':: Agr.eeflfj on ';he d|ffe.rent|t,)(;pes of decks —if
having stats/charts for some abilities, they leave it used the Cosmic Tarot for gaming, I'd get very

RSHQ IRU WKH *0 SOD\HU WR oJXxu #fesspigosesgom by WaFs #nptepr partofw  hy |
GR 6R ROG '’ RQO\ WKLHYHVPED Q"&1'¢lgoaeig figrgnt frog the RWC deck. The
walls, hide in shadows. Newer OSR: No stealth V N L 0 o Calgndra is obviously using a lot of the RWC

you want to hide, describe where you're hiding and symbolism and meanings, but the art is different

how, and the GM will tell you what kind of bonus/ enough that I'm happy with the results. .
SHQDOW\ \RX JHW DQG \RX PDNH D Ud&ogldseean NPC tarot system that was “minor

TKLV LV SLWFKHG DV kKIUHHGRPYy B‘flgcédrﬁ‘}%’ﬁ Eﬁrﬂ’fﬁf‘ﬁ%t("&? L Lhart, recurring

not “persuasive players get to do what they want ; shy N C ?\Igarfji ereds a Iongder char: with 'T\ot;e dketalls
players, or those who don't share the GM’s mental major NPC: 10card spread, complete with backstory.

image of the situation, get to die and make a new Bumbling Through Dungeons #8 — Mark A.
character.” Wilson
RYCT Lisa Padol: You wouldn’t need a new system Wait, there’s a new 140+ page version of Baron

for Whale Whores, but a game jam would no doubt Munchausen? | have the orig\i/nal; it's like 12 pages.
FROOHFW VHYHUDO YDULDQWYV RQ 'fz[b\é%@ﬂg\{k\e\wgt")”:

X $ IDVHUV )JHHOLQIV KDFN ZKHUH \RaghodNeh Ydfe WASH new ediion; 1 i
Whale” and “Whore” and you are trying to roll know they'd added STUFF. Apparently lots of stuff.

above or below your number based on what Including rules for online play. Okay, | have to go buy
activity you are attempting this.

X A Wretched-and-Alone solo journaling game

XVLQJ D EORFN WRZHU ZKHUHL @Y tode Add-bbed #d + Avram Grumer

worker navigates a whale -shaped map trying to ILIKWQLQJ %XJV JDPH WHUPLQRORJ\
0QG IUHHGRP 7KH\ SUREDEO\ G Runoyances9fHhg irdie-paming revolution is the la ck
games are not biased in favor of winning.) of editors looking for things like consistent termi  no-
x A MOSAIC Strictsupplement of Whale Whores to ORJ\ ERRN VWUXFWXUH DQG JDPHpRZ R
add to your mermaid -based ttrpg the book.
X Artwork of whale s in lingerie to add to the Blades in the Darkis atrociously arranged. Mid -
whale whore game of your choice JDPH ZLWK PXOWLSOH SHRSOH ZLWK SK
x Something incomprehensible in Twine involving JDPHERRNV LW ZDV KDUG WR pLS EDFN
poetry and a whole lot of ocean -based words the sections we needed.
X Whoring supplement for 7 " Sea Brindlewood Bayalthough I'm loving what I've

seen of it, is unclear on a few details of characte r
creation. It spends a lot of time on establishingt he
Twisting the Rope #9 —Myles Corcoran vibe and approach, but character creation is...
| have Everway; | like the Fortune Deck mechanic. scattered. Some parts are at the beginning; some
, G OLNH WR 0QG D JURXS(MUWRABOD\ A:¥'t hBnlidnéal Lntil the “Session 1” section.
JURXS RQFH EXW WKH ORJLVWLFV ZH Pdtb WitR Rp& &R pfoRetd pr&dhding that this
me to keep attending.) It'd be interesting to see LV WKH oUVW 7753* VRPHRQH KDV HYHU
alternate takes on the fortune deck. UDWKHU WKDQ DVVXPLQJ WKH\ DUH FRPI
will need very clear info about how “combat” is goi ng
to be very, very different. (And that “stress” is v ery
much not “hit points.”) And the SRD’s writeup for
Challenges is terrible; it made no sense to me unti | I'd
seen them in a game.
r N M + “If you have stress available” should be “if you
KDYH HPSW\ VWUHVYVY ER[HVY RU HOVH kW

X Whaling supplement for Thirsty Sword Lesbians

De Ludis El cis Fictis —Pum
RYCTM Lisa Padol: Hyphens, endash, emdash...
and minus, which is used in equations.

Ve
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VKRXOG EH HLWKHU kPDUN WKUHH ER][strgng éhbughlio-sPw/ stdp bidlst&ardHstill light

from your stress pool.” HQRXJK WR ZHDU LQ WKH oHOG DOO
...Those sound clumsy. Immersionbreaking, to The fantasy of medieval-ish NQLJKWY VXFK IDOC(

VRPH H{WHQW k7DNH VWUHVVy RU dpabwhen Yoy theke Yuns Wity @wailable. And

PRUH QDWXUDO WKDQ kPDUN VWUHWW HR|[HN DU Wtatek B Klod3itt ithke many

case... the mechanic should maybe be renamed. Or at JXQV WR PDNH W K kenariRe/réduirementsQ

least they should be consistent in how they refert o of armor o bsolete.
it. And that’s without getting into energy weapons.
5<&70 7KH IDQWDV\ QDPH JHQH U DNVp&dbnLme, Grihgicalcveadiudes” that breath H oUH
not to be trusted for historical or linguistic accu racy. throw lightning bolts, cause earthquakes, summon
And it gets a lot of ridiculous results. However, blizzards, etc. If you're facing those, you need speed
rerolling is free and quick, so | do a lot of “eht hese and agility more than steel plates. So it's possible a
allsuck —1(;7 2ND\ QRZ , KDYHeRQH , FD QisK setting would already be questi oning the
The Bobson Dugnutt quality can be a plus for value of armor .
some games. “This is RandomBartender #542. His Once you bring guns into the campaign, you 're
name is... uh..Jedidiah McConnal” playing in a very short time -window before other

technologies drastically change in response to them .

Once armies have guns, they don't need bows. (Bows

) . ) were better, for a long time —but bows take

TTRPG history is always going to be someavhat H[VONLYH WUDLQLQJ D QEPdakd&Fd O oW Q

subjective; it’s not like we have any nice sharp lines less useful when facing guns. The types of swords
of “okay THAT era is over; NEW erabegins with this change to match the new battle standards.

game..."So many of the early games were made in Guns, like the printing press, are worldw ide

:jlrect reactrllon t’o and .convrclarsatlﬁn with eac: other . sodety-changing technology. | don't like games that

hsuppo_s;et erehs apoint where th at s:_cl)(pgl)e believe you can just drop them in without changing
appening —where new games were likely to not the rest of the fantasy -medieval world.
UHIHUHQFH DQ H[LVWLQJ JDPH RQ D VLPLODU WRSLF MXVW

Ronin Engineer —Jim Eckman
Sorting out the waves/generations/whatever of

because the creator didn’t know that game, ra ther Accidental Recall #8 — Joshua Kronengold
than “everyone in this hobby works to k now every RYCTM: There are, of course, tarot decks that are
single game in the hobby, even if they don’t play not majority -men, and several that are all-women.
them.” (I've yet to see one of those with art that resonated

, . with me, although | keep considering getting the
The Dragon’s Beard #94 — Patrick Zoch Motherpeace Round deck.)

RYCTRoger: | dop’t llke gunpow GHU LQ * ' LQ As | mentioned above, I'd also forgotten Cage of
part because of the history of gun d evelopment Sard was an “everyone dies’ game, or hadn’t noticed
related technologies (although | suppose that can be that when | started. So when | gotto  that point in
handwaved; | am not enough of a historian to notice), the game rules, | had an * 2 K’ moment of my own
and in part because | know what - happenedto war- (It's possible I'll hit a “what the hell is this? ” moment

fabre ?ncebguns appsared: Armor quickly became mj;r - during play; | haven 't fully read through the “after
obsolete, becausethee[SHQVH DQG &movedOH KH o U YV part®dt Rerules.)

troop s was countered by the speed and power of Rerespect IRU WKH GHDG DQG VNHOHWRC

bullets. _ ish world, it ’s possible that “respect for the dead’
X Guns appear(of a type useful to armies) : 1500s. includes “0QG D FOHULF WR EDQLVK VHQG W
x  Late 1500s/early 800s: Some troops stop wearing  yoqt» and refusing to further des ecrate the body with
(steel) armor. (Pike troops yes; gun troops no.) swords D[HV DQG PDFHV 3UREDEO\ QRW IF

x 1700s: Armor ispretty much gone. Guns are
cheap (compared to suits of steel) and a good
shot will destroy a whole suit of armor. (Well,
not “ destroy.” But one shot t hrough armor can

leave it unwearable until it's repaired, which is RYCT JimVassilakosre the Head of Vecha: From
often notanin-the-oHOG RSHUDWLR Q  what I was told, within the game, they weren 't acting
X Armor does not re-appear (on a large scale) until based on rumor ; they found the Head of Vecna.
. h . .
the mid -20" century with Kevlar — something (Presumably it was missing an eye.) And they decided
they needed to gain what ever Tremendous Power

people, but I could certainly see communities/ cultural
groups that treated it that way. They might have

skills focused on trap ping the undead rather than
attacking them outright.
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might reside in Vecna's head —Vecnds spells, per
haps? . QRZOHGJH R K Rrhadtic doFeXQJrHeF U
language to command ghosts? Who knows.

So. One character volunteers; they cut off his
head and then describe how they are attempting to
install the HoV in its place.

Only, they don’t move very quickly, so he’s
already dead; it doesn’t work.

Ah, they think; we must do the switch faster.

Volunteer #2 is beheaded, and the HoV is rolled
into place like Ind iana Jonesstealing the golden idol .

And just like Indy, the results are not what was
intended. Volunteer #2 is dead and the party ha s
failed to gain the terrible magics that no doubt reside
in the Head of Vecna.

Oho, they think. You need magic to get magic. We
need a cleric at the read y to heal the person to make
the new limb “take.”

Volunteer # 3 is beheaded,HoV is installed on his
neck, healing spell is cast...

| believe, but am not certain, that at this point, a
die roll was failed. This cemented the party 's believe
that it was a matter of technique and luck of the
dice, rather than “NO YOU NITWITS; YOU CANNOT
CHOP OFF ¥URHEAD AND REPLACE IT.

Itis possible th H o UV Whgkatteh @t vas a “heal
wounds” and they later tried with a different kind of
healing spell.

Repeat until the entire party but one is dead.

At no point did the party decide *“hey, | wonder
what p owers we'd get from the Ear of Vecna” or “one
of the Eyes is here; | bet that has some of his magic.”
Nope. They had a head; they were gonna install a

KHDG RQ VRPHRQH $V VRRQ DV WK

how to sever a spine in a way that leave sthe owner
alive long enough to replace his sk X O O

Traveller PBEM: Plankwell, Ch 54 —
Vassilakos, Collinson, and Rader
Thank you for the link to  Guildsman 6 and the tarot

article. | haven't had time to read it in detail, but I ve
HIWUDFWHG LW'sWdRier PottGreViedv.L W

U HiB.DWH
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Misc Other Topics

(Beause | have a blank half-page and that just
looks wrong .)

The Solo But Not Alone 6 charity bundle has two
weeks left. 90 items, $10,proceeds goto Take This
which is focused on mental health issues in the game
LQGXVWU\ FiesAfRy¥UQve Wéen curious about
solo TTRPGs, this is a good way to get started—get a
whole lot of them, download whatever looks
interesting, try playing the ones that seem appeali ng
and review some of the others to boggle over the
creativity in the gaming hobby.

MAR 10 - 26 AT 10 AM PT

RING SALE Yo,

rd

Steant's Spring Salelasts until March 26. Notable
items include :

Resident Evil 3 ($4 instead of $0)

Fallout: New Vegas ($1 instead of $10)

The Long Dark ($3.50 instead of $20)

Sar Wars Jedi: Survivor ($7 instead of $70)

Hades ($6.24 instead of $25, fothose who didn 't
pick it up in the Hugo packet a few years ago)

Tiny Tina's Wonderlands ($6 instead of $60) — ooh,
this looks prett y, even though it’s probably outside of
my skillset.

The TTRPGs for Trans Rights in Idahojam has
c%mpleted its collection phase, and its related bundle
should be available on March 30th. It will have over
500 items, and probably have a $10 minimum
donation.
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I'm running a weekly online old-
school D&D game focused on under-
world and wilderness adventures in
the Wilderlands of High Fantasy Bar-
barian Altanis—a hostile land lled
with ancient riches and antediluvian
evils.

You can learn more about our cam-
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Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 103

Adventurers

Bob the Dwarf, dwarf level 3 Midget
with big beard in search of an adven-
ture.

Hoffman, ghter level 1. Bold, aggres-
sive, and ugly. But good at heart.

Leticia, cleric level 1 Extremely righ-
teous, borderline zealot, devout fol-
lower of Rasthri, Goddess of Strength
in Revenge.

Lugh, elf level 3 An elf from faraway
secluded area, suspicious of people.

Cesar, haling level 1. Brawly trou-
ble magnet, but has good head on his
shoulders.

Longrass 11th, Airday

Bob has had it with Hagar the
Haughty! Once again Hagar left with-
out Bob, taking other adventurers on
an expedition that will make them all
rich. But not Bob!

Was it because Bob was defaced by
a carnivorous giant y? Or be-
cause he was scalped by an Altanian?
No! It was because Bob now wields
the mighty Wolfhammer, and Hagar
surely envies him!

But Bob decided not to sit idly on

his ass. No! He allowed his en-
trepreneurial spirit to blossom, and

he recruited four promising adventur-

ers: Hoffman the Fighter, Leticia the

Cleric, Lugh the EIf, and Cesar the
Hal ing.

Then he found a local merchant who
needs help: giant lizards laired close
to where rivers Farhills and Cedar-
wade meet. Twenty- ve gold coins
per tail were suf cient to buy this
newly formed party.

Bob then led the party to the de-
scribed cave. They lit up a torch and
descended into a dark hole overlook-
ing the river bank.

Narrow and slippery limestone
slopped downwards. It was broad
enough to allow the party to proceed
in single- le formation.

“Psst. Stop.”

Bob and Lugh halted the party.
Snoring in the darkness.

The party moved on slowly.

A slumped pig-faced humanoid was
snoring.

A hand axe by its hip.

Snot-bubbles coming out of its snout.
Someone red at the monster.

And missed.

The orc looked up, confused.

Hoffman gingerly smashed its head
against the cave wall.

The beast slumped into eternal slum-
ber.

The cave they descended to was quite
large, spanning some forty feet wide
and sixty feet long, if not longer.
But the adventurers were preoccupied
with the cave passaged that was lit.
Low grunts could be heard coming
from that direction.

Sneaking closer, Bob took a peek.

Four pig-faced beastmen sitting
around a camp re.

They were blissfully unaware of the
horror that is about to jump them.

The party released a volley at unsus-
pecting foes.

Cesar and Lugh had slain one; the rest
ed east; splashing and tripping in the
shallow stream.

One gasped as arrow penetrated its
lung from behind.

“Onwards!”

Bob charged after the eeing mon-
sters.

His new recruits followed diligently.

Except Cesar. The hal ing crossed the
stream. Just to see what's on the other
side, you know. There he found two
wooden chests. Of course he took a
look. The chests were lled with gold
and silver coins.

Rest of the adventurers followed the
stream. Bob halted the party at the
narrowest point.

“We will wait for them here.”

Grunts could be heard in distance.
Lugh could understand some of this
primitive language. There were cries
and complaints. Then somebody said
“Go get the Bonecrusher!”

The party readied themselves.
Weapons braced. Position reinforced.
Silence.
Silence.

Thunderous cheers.

Sounds of many feet running through
the stream.

“Waaagh!”

Eight pig-faced beastmen came charg-
ing out of darkness. One towered
over them, dressed in clinky chain-
shirt and wielding a longspear with
wicked barbed top.

The ranks clashed against each other.

Bob swung his Wolfhammer, but
missed the Bonecrusher.

The orc sidestepped the attack, swung
his spear at the dwarf's belly, break-
ing his ribs. Then he quickly stepped
back, rotated the spear, and drove it
through Bob's back. Blood and gore
splattered all over the adventurers as
Bonecrusher yanked the barbed spear
out of Bob's lifeless body.

The adventurers tightened their ranks;
as did their anuses.

Orcs roared and pushed through the
Bonecrusher.
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They were eager for blood.
Hoffman stepped forth.

Oh how glorious he was in his plate
armour, shield, and superior dexterity.

He de ected blow after blow.
He left no error go unpunished.

Leticia was to his left; Cesar to his
right.

uWaa_n

He smashed the face of roaring orc
with his shield, then nished him off
with a mighty blow.

Hal ing was badly wounded. If it
weren't for Lugh's quick reaction, Ce-
sar would've been gone for sure. The
elf dragged him out of melee, and
then he stepped forth. Despite his
pathetic strength and thin leather ar-
mour.

Hoffman killed another beastmen
with a single blow, dropping its life-
less corpse in front of Lugh.

Shallow stream was getting clogged
by orc corpses.

Leticia screamed as she crushed her
rst orc.

Hoffman followed with yet another
powerful attack.

Then he jumped on the pile of corpses
and bellowed a war cry.

Orcs hacked him to death, and added
his corpse to the pile.
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Stream was now more blood than wa-
ter.

Blood stained cave walls all the way
up to the ceiling.

Lugh was quickly brought down.

Cesar repaid his life debt by dragging
the elf out of melee.

Both were messed up, barely remain-
ing conscious.

Leticia was the last one standing.
Until she wasn't.

She held her ground for good time.
But her blows weren't connecting.

Her shield and plate armour were
dented by orcs' relentless attacks.

She slumped to her knees, bruised
and battered.

Bonecrusher grunted in ecstasy as he
dragged the spear along the cave wall.

Leticia gritted her teeth.
This is a good death.

Law ghting Chaos.
Nothing to be ashamed of.

Lugh and Cesar had to cover their
eyes from a sudden sunburst from
within the cave.

Once they were able to see again they
were amazed by the sight.
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Leticia standing strong; her armour
perfectly mint; her hammer and
shield with yellowish glow.

Cleric screamed as she leaped from
the corpses.

She smashed Bonecrusher's head with
a single mighty blow.

Elf and hal ing threw themselves at

the last surviving beastmen. Together
they were able to wrestle one and
hack him to death.

Rejuvenated by divine intervention,
Leticia fought like a Valkyrie of leg-
ends. She crushed legs of one orc,
throwing him to the ground. There
hal ing jumped on him and stabbed
him to death.

Lugh killed the nal beastman.

Leticia moved the corpses aside. Then
she took Bob's Wolfhammer.

The survivors then lled ve back-
packs worth of coins.

Five hundred gold coins and one thou-
sand and ve hundred silver coins, to
be exact.

Beats whatever that guy would pay
for lizards' tails.

They left the corpses to the stream.

The trio left the cave and returned to
Hara.

Thus they were welcomed to the Bar-
barian Altanis.

Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 104

Adventurers

Hector, ghterlevel 3. Balding warrior
in the dwarf corpse retrieval business.

Ignaeus, elf level 2 A slightly weath-
ered looking elf with dull blonde hair
and chiselled features. Seeks wealth
and knowledge.

Theros, cleric level 1 Young ideal-
ist committed to proving himself to

Sashu, God of Justice and Blind Beg-
gars.

Thorm the Dwarf , dwarf level 1
Ashen hair, beard, and eyes. Left his
own clan due to nancial trouble.

Mayonnaise, elf level 1 Albino elf
with long white eyelashes, owing
white hair, magni cent white cape,
and long two-handed sword.

Longrass 14th, Fireday

“We shall recover Bob.”

Hector accepted another mission to
retrieve a dwarven corpse; something
he was especially gifted at. He re-
cently arrived to Hara, along with his
fellow adventurers Ignaeus, Theros,
Thorm, and Mayonnaise.
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He collected information from Leti-
cia, a retainer of the named deceased.
Apparently he was a member of note-
worthy Company that resides in Hara,
and they wished his corpse to be re-
trieved.

Reasons did not matter to Hector, only
future prospects. So he took his party
to the described cave. Thorm re-
mained outside, by the cave entrance.

Exploring the cave system by the en-
trance led the party to discover ev-
idence of ght by the slow moving
stream. There they also found a dead
lizard—whose tail they promptly re-
moved for the promised bounty of
twenty ve gold coins.

Axe heads, fragments of shield, and
other iron shavings were lodged into

the stream's bed. A naked and be-
headed human was thrown on the

south side of the stream. The man
was dead.

Poorly concealed secret doors led into
a small chamber that housed a simple
desk, straw-bed and demonic idol of

fat humanoid with ram head. May-

onnaise cracked open small chest by
the bed. Three hundred gold coins,
an emerald, and vial with dark red-

brown liquid.

Opting not to follow the stream, ad-
venturers moved north, exploring var-
ious smaller caves and labyrinthine
tunnels. In one of the smaller caves
they found two naked corpses of pig
faced humanoids and a sack of rotten
grains.

Following a long tunnel, which at
one moment slopped downwards, led
them into another sizeable cave with
ve exists. Blood trail indicated some-
thing had been dragged into south
west tunnel.

Tightening their formation, the party
proceeded forward.

“Stop...”

Both elves heard sounds of something
munching on a bone.
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The party stopped to discuss what
should they do next.

Alas, their ingenious planning was in-
terrupted by a giant lizard charging
them out of darkness.

Adventurers withdrew back into the
chamber, where all four could strike
at the reptile. The lizard stood little
chance against such coordinated vio-
lence.

Mayonnaise took the spear passed to
him, and then promptly jammed it
into the beast's skull. Next he ung
the lifeless corpse to the cave wall like
it was nothing but a little toy.

“Wow, are you THAT strong?” other
adventurers marvelled.

Either way, another giant lizard tail
to remove and drop nearby. After all,
they did not want to be encumbered
before cleaning out the cave system.

Going down the south east tunnel, ad-
venturers reached a cave so expansive
their torchlight couldn't even reach
the ceiling. Even the softest of foot-
steps echoed. Sound of running water
could be heard as if it was coming
from all directions.

The party soon came upon a curious
sight. A slain lizard, next to a dead
orc. This orc was dressed and had
claw and bite marks. Some twenty
feet away from them were four orc
corpses, all naked. They lay with bro-
ken necks and collarbones, as if they
fell from above. But all also had deep
wounds caused by slashing and pierc-
ing weapons.

A rope ladder hung from darkness,
leading up the cave wall.

“I am going up!” Mayonnaise an-
nounced, lit up his torch, and climbed.
It didn't take him long to reach the
top. He stood on the edge, overlook-
ing large cave and his colleagues be-
neath him. To the south was a shallow,
slow stream, lazily owing south east.

“Come down!”

April 2026

The elfignored the calls to return, and
bravely went south, into the darkness,
to explore the chamber and adjoining
tunnels all by himself.

Hector, Ignaeus, and Theros waited
for half an hour. Then they decided
to follow the blood trail leading east.
They encountered two more naked
corpses. The trail continued south,
down the narrow tunnel. Sound of
frothing water could be heard up
ahead.

The trio pushed on.

The stream was falling down a series
of rocks, causing noise. It wasn't too
high, but with all the rocks and slip-
pery limestone, traversing it would be
dif cult. Stream after the waterfall
was effectively an underground river,
rapidly gaining depth.

Standing at the shore, adventurers
scanned the chamber.

A giant lizard came charging from
their left.

Another giant lizard lunged out of wa-
ter from the south.

The trio tightened their ranks in time
and successfully defended themselves
from the initial onslaught.

Theros landed a mighty blow. Hector
followed by splitting the reptile's head
with his hand axe. Ignaeus missed.

Mayonnaise appeared at the top of
the waterfall. There he stood, with
a torch in his hand, and no missile
weapons.

Unwilling to be useless, he hopped
down the slippery stones with amaz-
ing agility, and joined the fray swing-
ing his two-handed sword.

Theros, possibly distracted by such
stupendous display of magni cence,
was overpowered by surviving lizard.
The beast stood on its hind legs and
dropped its weight on the cleric. Then
it bit sideways into his unprotected
neck, decapitating him with one bite.
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Hector avenged his fellow adventurer
by severing the giant lizard's tail and
letting it die in writhing agony.

Moments later Thorm the Dwarf
joined them. He was yearning for
some action.

Volume 5

To the south of the stream were two

joined caves. A nest of large eggs in-

dicated this was the giant lizard's lair.
Close to the waterfall was a dwarf
corpse missing left leg, left arm, face,
and scalp.

Issue 4  April

2026

“This must be Bob. What the hell is he
doing here?”

Some mysteries can never be solved.
The party picked up Bob's corpse,
three eggs, ve giant lizard tails,

and returned to Hara to collect their
bounty.

Conqguering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 105

Adventurers

Ignaeus, elf level 2 A slightly weath-
ered looking elf with dull blonde hair
and chiselled features. Seeks wealth
and knowledge.

Thorm the Dwarf , dwarf level 1
Ashen hair, beard, and eyes. Left his
own clan due to nancial trouble.

Warmshade 3rd, Waterday

“Could we nish our investigation of
the lizard caves? | am curious to know
what is going on there.”

Ignaeus was the only one to answer
Thorm's call to adventure. The dwarf
did not rest still, and he employed two

retainers, Soalain and Glamina.

Next he hired a rowboat and crew to
take them downstream to the cave.

“We will wait until sundown. If pirates
or barbarians appear off we go!”

The party entered the caves few hours
after sunrise.

They exited just an hour before sun-
down.

Ten torches burnt through.

They carefully navigated natural tun-
nels, exploring every nook and cranny.
Always tense, always ready for trou-
ble.

Trouble did nd them, without sur-
prise, in another lizards' nest. A gi-
ant centipede nested there, but it
was summarily dispatched by Thorm's
mighty blows. Alas, the eggs were
sucked dry and were empty.

A truly valuable cache hid behind a
chilly body of water, past wet tunnel.
There a skeleton lay, dressed in pris-
tine chainmail. A small, round metal
shield was by its side. A curved scimi-
tar to other side. All were in pristine
condition, as if unbothered by all the
moisture in the small cave.

Satis ed with their thorough explo-
ration, the party recovered these
three items and returned to Hara.
There they sought identi cation ser-
vice from the Wizards' Guild.

Warmshade 8th, Earthday

Whilst waiting for the identi cation
to be complete, Thorm and Ignaeus
spent time going through all the notes
and intelligence collected by other ad-
venturers whose Company they had
joined.

In next issue

There was much going on in the re-
gion; and the Company had its ngers

in many pies. But where to focus?
Where to strike next? Who to ally

with? What is true and what is not?

Much was discussed, and much more
has to be discussed.

Invitation came on the noon of
Warmshade 8th.

“This is the Bender. It is a magical
shield that allows you to de ect two
mundane arrows shot at you, once a
day.” Tangay of Seven Stars presented
the shield.

“And this chainshirt | decided to name
Zealot's Mail. Besides additional pro-
tection it also nullies any Druidic
Magic cast on the person wearing the
armour.” he continued.

“Finally, the Volmorin's Blade! If the
wielder points the blade at someone
and yells “Freeze” the blade unleashes
Hold Person upon them. Volmorin has
been etched in the pommel, hence the
name.”

The duo was most satis ed with their
haul.

But the question remains: what now?

Adventurers under the tower toil towards their freedom. ..
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BUILDING MY LEGACY

This is some of the writeup of the Six Gods of
Aegis. (Who have suddenly returned to stir up
the overly calm political scene in the City.)

This is mostly lore but there is a list of

religiously appropriate disadvantages that can be
used to pay for levels of Divine Favour which is
the mechanic fn using to reflect Divine power

in the City.

THE GODS OF THE CITY

The legend of the founding of Aegis goes like
this.

Once there was a world. It had life, it had
people, it had mountains and seas and forests
and all the things that people needed to live.
dZ ¢ ] v[8 oA Ce+ 0]A A oo
gods were pleased with that world and
expected it to go on forever.

Then came the Dust. The world killer came
through some weakness of the defences of the
world, some sin of a human mind that looked
AZ & 1% «Z}po v[8U *}u ( JopE
guardian. No one could say.

Before anyone could rally more than a few
survivors the land was transformed into a plain
of grey dust as many worlds had done before.
The lost ancient civilization had mastered the
elements of interdimensional travel and saw

the signs of the Dust on many worlds. Perhaps
they had brought the seeds of it their home.
They thought of fleeing elsewhere but feared

§Z C A}po % E
elsewhere.

A last redoubt was established but it began to
shrink as the Dust pressed in. No defences
worked, no salvation could be seen.
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And then the Six Gods appeared. Their origins
are obscure. Among the speculations over the
centuries the following are preserved.

They are atrtificial intelligences produced by that
final civilization.

They amalgamations of the psyches of the last
survivors into super-intelligences. (The so-called
Twentyman Hypothesis.)

They are products of magical experimentation
that allowed the sorcerers access to a new,
divine level of power.

That they are demons lying about their nature.
That they are in fact gods.

The Six do not react to any of these hypotheses,
even the uncomplimentary ones, but just smile
and shrug.

They created the Fane and the Wall which
surrounded it, separating the City from the

ns §Pust They gent uncle out through the four

Gates to fetch people who were doomed.
People who were facing certain death or worse
than death. They were offered a place of haven
and hope and they took the offer. (Some people
] v[S$ SCEus 82z '}« v SZ C &
each NewYear.)
And when the first Four Tribes were present,
the Wall expanded and new Gates opened and
the process continued. The land was tilled, the
Quarters were filled and then the lands beyond.
There were four expansions in the first century.
Then things slowed.
The Gods did not hand down any sacred
scriptures but did make judgements and do
deeds and their followers wrote those down.
Eygnjually they established a line of Kings who
0§ (J& AZ]Jo W "t } v}s
government. We have enough to do caring for
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Kings the Gods stayed out of politics unless the
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politics threatened the City and their project to
reclaim the world. Alan as ESHAN, a Seven Mothers worshipping
Nobleman with a lot of social skills

More on the Six next time.
Graham as VOSTOR a worshipper of the Lunar

7+( :$< 2) 7+( :25/" war god Yanafal Tarnils with a dark secret.
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RYHUQLJKW DQG FRQ JRLQJ KD \Erpiommany ingestgaon

IDLUO\ OXEULFDWHG KROLGD\ IRU PH 6WLOO ,f00 VHH

KRZ LW JRHV SENATOR GEILBONUS SPEAKER OF THE
IMPERIAL SENATE: Vengeful Uncle of
:SENATOR PAULUS LONGVALE the Master

CUNNING PLANS AND OVER- of Circuses. Off screen and hors de combat.
REACHING AMBITIONS

The Monday Night group has had its team of SENATOR FALERIUS AGGARIUS Their

Lictors run into a brewing rebellion against the landlord and (increasingly) Patron.

Magistracy among the nobility some of whom FALERIA AGGARIA, the Senator's daughter

are deeply annoyed with the Magistrates telling

them they have been naughty The Lictors GREAT SISTER: Lunar goddess and sibling

narrowly avoided being thrown in chokey and to the Emperor.

are now in the middle of hostile city with few

friends. MAHEDRES An elderly llluminate with a

GLAMOUR DAYS AND NIGHTS P\WWWHULRXV ERMali¢eR X\QRG |
SOR-ETTE A beautiful Healer and Do

Player Characters: Gooder.

1 THE PLAIN PEOPLE OF A&E And nofethey enthusiasm. We hope ydie ashamed of yerself!

cancelled the Spring meeting because of the lack of ME: Just about always.



Lots of lawyers, some dressed in Black.

And an Even More Important Person than last
time.

AVOID LITIGATION

We began an instant after the ending of the
last episode as Great Sister listened to the
Janitrix reporting on the events at the
Senator's mansion and the discoveries made
there.

So, there they were in the courtyard cleaning
the blood off their weapons.

PUM: You don't want blood rust, you know.
DRAK: If there's enough blood on my
weapon it will become an iron weapon...
GRAHAM: If we have enough blood and we
boil it down... eventually you'll have enough
for a nalil.

GM: Actually, eventually you will have a
large pile of rust because you don't know
how to forge iron.

DRAK: | have seen an anime based on that
idea. It's over a million people have to die to
make a blade.

The band and Great Sister's bodyguard
watched them as the incarnate Goddess and
the incredibly senior NCO had words.

GREAT SISTER : Castellan!

The bat worshipping Senator's chief servant
came over and bowed

CASTELLAN: Yes, Holiness!

GS: Could you find a place for these
soldiers to wait while | make arrangements?
CASTELLAN: You wish me to find a

place for the assassins of my master?
VOSTOR He's not dead! Would be
assassins: I'm prepared to admit that!
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And the universe had a nasty lurch as the
fact that the GM hadn't listened to the
previous week's recording became plain.
Drak had insisted on healing the fellow to
avoid just the unpleasant consequences the
GM had thought had occurred. The GM
moved time back a fraction.

CASTELLAN: You wish me to find a
place for those who have assailed my
master, Holiness? For... uninvited guests?
JARATHIR Preferably not the dungeon.
VOSTOR We've seen that bit already.
KEANUS He's got some exercise gear
down there... Good for your back.

Great Sister assured them she would take
their evidence later and asked them to be
patient.

GM: She spoke with the calm of a Goddess
who appears about twenty six years [g]d.
DRAK: She's the only living goddess I've
ever seen.

GM: That you know of. Make a luck roll.
DRAK: | had to open my mouth.

GM (After a roll) You have in fact seen Jar-
Eel The Razoress from a distance.

DRAK: That was on a battlefield and it was
messy.

ALAN: Isn't she a Hero?

GM: The word 'Hero' has a technical
meaning and does not always not align with
'‘goddess’. There are people who worship
her.

GRAHAM: There are people who worship
me.

ALAN: In your dreams...

DRAK: There are people who cry out your
name...

31 don't know where | got 26 years old from: the
writeup in LIFE OF MOONSON said 39



The Goddess let the Castellan take the
unconscious and blood-stained Senator
away.

They were taken to a quiet chamber where
they could relax and even take a nap. Then
the Janitrix and the Goddess came in.

GS: All right, which one of you is the
officer.

JANITRIX: (Poking the snoring Vostor)
Wake up!
VOSTOR: Wuh!

GS: Can you please explain the set of
circumstances that brought you into this
place and caused you to assault the Senator.
ESHAN: We first saw him across a roof
top..[]

Eshan wanted to keep back the fact that they
had met the Senator (in his Man Bat form) at
the other Senator's house but Vostor put the
kibosh on that, not wishing to have anyone
lie to an actual deity.

VOSTOR: There was a vision..
GS: Why are you talking now when I'm
interrogating your officer?

Which led to the explanation of the Janitrix
performing a divination to discover where
the other Senator's daughter was being held.

GS: At my templeq{The Janitrix nods)
Harumph.

VOSTOR: There's corroborating evidence
over in...

GS: Did | ask you to speak?

Inspired by his Loyalty Red Emperor Eshan
managed to present a clear and coherent
report despite the tendency of his

4| refer you back to the previous episodes of this fine
chronicle

5 The Goddess' daughter is a background NPC in LIFE
OF MOONSON: | decided that the Janitrix had been

subordinates to mutter in the background
and 'help'.

GS: (Fire in her eyesNow then would one
of you like to volunteer anything to add to
that... No, wouldyou like to volunteer to
explain how you came to be here and
explain how you came to chop the Senator's
arm off?

VOSTOR: | was following orders.

GS: And your understanding of the orders
was 'chop the arm off the Senator'?
VOSTOR: Not specifically but you'll

notice that he's still alive.

GS: | had noticed this.

VOSTOR: | can change it. Did you want to
know about the evidence in the tunnel?

She said that she had already explored the
building and had found extraordinary
changes built into this place since the
Senator moved in.

JARATHIR We did not intend to attack

the Senator. It was in defence of the other
Senator since at the point where we accused
him of having abducted the Senator's
daughter he started casting magic and
attacked. We were here to protect the
Senator in case of attack. We did so.

GS: | will interrogate the Senator

separately.

JARATHIR He was most concerned about
his daughter.

GS:Yes, | can see how that might happen.
Parents are often concerned about their
daughters. | am most concerned about mine.

Now none of them had ever heard of Great
Sister having a daughter. And they did
notice the feeling look that went between the
Janitrix and the Godde§3.

an early influence on HER when she was a more
junior officer than she is now.



Eshan thought with a Special Insight Human
roll that both of them had a relationship to
the Goddess' daughter. The Janitrix looked
rather smug and pleased with herself.

Jarathir explained that the Bat-Worshipping
Senator had started the fight in the courtyard
and that they had identified him as the Man-
Bat from the testimony of Keanus who had
been kidnapped and ferociously interrogated
by him. Which was how they knew he had
kidnapped the other Senator's daughter.

JARATHIR It's a little circular. All the
best things are.

GS: Are you dabbling irphilosophy young
man?
JARATHIR
hours.

| try to keep it out of office

After interrogating Keanus and Sandene she
then pulled a glass phial from between Her
breasts.

GS: This is a phial of Styx Water. | keep it
around for dealing with vampires, you
know. An oath sworn upon the water of the
River Styx is so potent that you will throttle
if you betray that oath. | will do what | can
to ensure that you are tried in front of my
court and you will be swearing to the truth
of that evidence on the River Styx.

KEANUS May | ask Goddess... Why is the
water from the River Styx particularly good
against vampires.

GS: Because they have been separated from
Life and this will separate them from

UnLife. One drop, one vampirROOMPH
JARATHIR Useful piece of information.

For when we next have some available.

Actually, Keanus should have known that
already, being a Humakti.

8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proskynesis

GM: (Over muttering) Excuse me.... You
could shut up when the Goddess is speaking!
PUM: Oooo.

GS:You will be released on your own
recognizances and into the care of my
servant here and she will take you back to
her insula. There will be a fight about where
the trial will take place. If there ping b

be a trial. | will make a report up to my
brother..

An expression of '‘Oh, Mother. I'm going to
have to report to my brother' crossed the
divine visage.

She admonished them to not leave the city,
to return to their regular duties, to respond
when called to a court of enquiry or a court
of criminal jurisdiction or whatever.

GS:Do not causePleasedo not cause any
further disruption in the City than you have
already managed to cause.

Drak asked if they should bang their heads
on the floor as she rose and left and was told
that Proskyne$fhvas reserved for the
Emperor.

GM: Oh and the Red Goddess should she
turn up.

DRAK: Knowing our luck, maybe
tomorrow.

Vostor wisely waited for the Goddess and
HER marching band to depart before
complaining that he hadn't caused any of the
disruption.

VOSTOR: We arrived in the City. Things
happened and we responded to them. We
didn't cause anything!

JARATHIR So you don't think you have
any free will?



VOSTOR: | didn't say that. We didn't
kidnap his daughter. We responded to that.
SANDENE But you chose to draw your
sword and defend the Senator and in doing
S0 you chose to attack and cut his arm off.
VOSTOR: Yes.

SANDENE So you caused it.

VOSTOR: No!

JARATHIR You could have just stood
there and been killed.

The Senator and his daughter were (after
thanking the squad for the rescue again)
were escorted home by a squad of the Great
Sister's Guard.

At which point a bald angry old man in very
fancy Senatorial robes turned up and began
demanding to know where 'the bastard' was.
Fortunately, Vostor's muttered reply "He's in
bed" wasn't heard which meant Jarathir

didn't feel compelled to chop his head off to
keep the rest of them out of trouble. He had
recognised the old man as the Speaker of the
Senate, the noble and distinguished
Geilbonus

"And where are the thugs he brought with
him? | want them strung up and crucified!
Now!"

The Castellan was apologising to the
Senator and explaining something about
legal stages to be gone through and that
Great Sister had taken an interest.

The Castellan signalled to the Janitrix who
shouted "Squad! Left-Right! Left-Right!"

and marched them back to her place leaving
the unfortunate Castellan.to explain.

JANITRIX: (When they finally got back
home)Well done. On the whole. You did
what was asked of you.

ESHAN And we're not dead.

JARATHIR And being crucified is not a
way | want to die.

JANITRIX: You have a list of ways you
prefer to die? What's at the top?
JARATHIR At the point of orgasm.
JANITRIX: Have some consideration for
other people, young man.

SANDENE He didn't say whose orgasm.

She told them to let her know when they
were leaving the building in case court
officials turned up wanting to arrest them.

VOSTOR : Arrest us for what?

JARATHIR Assault on a Senator. You
may remember. It was a good half hour ago.
JANITRIX: Housebreaking...

And then she told them that the old Senator
happened to be Paulis Longvale's uncle. She
suspected the Castellan ("Old Albertus") had
sent him a message.

Vostor felt outraged that there must have
been staff at the Senator's residence who
knew what was going on. He had 'loyalty'
explained to him and Jarathir said that there
was an extent to which what he was doing
wasn't even illegal.

JANITRIX :If he is a Priest of the Crimson
Bat, then it's his responsibility to go around
finding people who can be fed to the Bat. It's
just they don't normally do it in the Capital
City.

JARATHIR And you don't necessarily
choose people for political reasons.
JANITRIX: Some sort of politicare

crime.

VOSTOR : This going to turn political isn't
it?



EVERYBODY ELSE : It already ig]

VOSTOR : Vishi! Can you clean this
please?

VISHI: Yes, master. You had a successful
mission?

VOSTOR: We haven't been crucified yet.
JARATHIR No one died.

ESHAN: We may even get a trial.

Vishi was more than willing to do cleaning
for his master's comrades and said it was
going to be interesting to read what the news
said tomorrow.

The Red Moon shone over the City and
Keanus went to bed resolving not to be
woken by any unusual noises.

Sandene of course was still up, doing
maintenance on her equipment when she
was approached by the beautiful young
woman from across the way, Sor-Ette. You
remember, the llluminate's granddaughter.
She was still having an existential crisis
about her origins and her grandfather had

"l asked the Janitrix her opinion and she said
it was best left alone. And | just don't know
what the best thing to do is. | keep on doing
my work at the hospital and | keep on doing
my work for the Sister's Army. | just don't
know anything anymore. A large part of our
household budget went with him (because of
course it did). I've managed to find the
rent..."

SANDENE: He's not done this before?
There's always a first time. Without
anything more tangible there's not a lot
really that can be dorf8.

SOR-ETTE : | suppose not. | also miss
him. I'm used to having him around. It's not
as ifEr;lny life isn't busy. It's justV K Ha_.hel& V
in it.

Sandene, his player pointed out, was very
high in the Death Rune and had zero in the
Earth Rune which covers things like
empathy. She really shouldn't have been the
one doing all this counselling. Also they had
been told not to get into more trouble.

still notturned up.6 KH FRXOGQTW V ORUNMS will see your Earth Rune of zero and

"I've paid for a seer to look for him but he
wasn't to be found. | managed to provide
some of his hair and some of his clothing
and the witch said she couldn't find him. Not
anywhere. | was terrified that might mean he
was dead but then she went all mysterious
because they do that."

Sandene speculated that he might be on
another plane or in a temple or other warded
place. Or of course he could be sufficiently
illuminated not to be found when he didn't
want to be.

" GRAHAM: Can you just allow Vostor to be stupid
please.

8 Martin, you will remember, used to be a
policeman.

raise you 'Incapable of Love'. Sorry dearie.
GRAHAM: Here's a puppy.
PUM: They die too.

They went on about the lifespans of
goldfish, hamsters and spiders until the GM
ruled that this was probably happening at
breakfast after Sandene told them the tale of
woe he had heard during the night.

VOSTOR: Where's she going to keep a
goldfish? She hasn't got a pond.

Breakfast was oat porridge and spicy, small
sausages. Vishi said they were lamb

9 Here Drak made a coarse and unfortunate joke.



sausages with cumin. "There was a dip too
but it burned the roof of my mouth."

At which point the Senator turned up

ALAN: Which one?
GM: The one with the daughter

SENATOR FALERIUS Thank you for the
services you rendered me last night and for
the rescue of my daughter. | hope to reward
you for them as you should be rewarded. But
at the moment getting you involved in my
affairs might not be a good thing and getting
me involved in your affairs also might not
be a good thing. | am even more grateful in
that it has been confirmed the other
gentleman, my Senatorial colleague, is in
fact the Chief Feeder of the Crimson Bat.
That's secret information but not by
lunchtime. You will know because you
come from that front that at the Battle of
Whitewall, against the barbarians, the Bat
made an assault and was destroyed and is
now resting in its cage on the Moon. A large
number of sacrifices will have to be made to
bring it back to this plane.

JARATHIR Some people might think it
wouldn't be worth the effort. Some people.
SENATOR: Are you muttering something

| ought to be listening to? No. Good. And
when the entire apparatus of the Cult was
fed to the Bat that left vacancies which
Longvale took advantage of and moved
immediately to the top of the cult. | can only
assume he is insane. It is the regular fate of
the priesthood of the Crimson Bat.
Eventually. When they come to the end of
their career. If they die a natural death they
are spared this but that's a difficult thing to
time. Most people who join the cult do it as
an alternative to being eaten right away. And
once you're in you might as well rise to the
top: there are better perks that way. But
according to my sources Longvale
volunteered. Which is crazy.

KEANUS Volunteered to do what?
SENATOR: To be head of the cult. He had
the rank, he had the resources and he seemed
to have some purpose in choosing it. He has
been snatching people off the streets,
apparently. Tax evaders. Anybody who
thinks he's a traitor.

VOSTOR: Basically, anybody who

opposes him.

JARATHIR He could have a true fanatical
devotion to the Empire.

KEANUS He could be a nutter.

VOSTOR: | think nutter. Does anyone care
what we think?

All but a few of the previous Chief Feeders
had ended up in the maw of the Bat and
therefore dead forever.

SENATOR: Are you actually a Trickster or
something?

VOSTOR: What? How dare you?
SENATOR: Because if you start drooling
and wanting to have sex with sheep it's often
a sign.

The Senator hid his face for a moment and
then continued.

“Longvale, you know his parents were killed
in front of him? The old man, his uncle got
the trial of the killer held in front of him and
one of his greatest frustrations in life, which
he has ranted about to me several times is
the fact that the cult of Danfive Xaron took
the condemned criminal out of his hands and
put him into their rehabilitation program. He
was stopped from avenging his family. |
think he might want me as a replacement
and if he can't get me he might want you. Be
warned."

VOSTOR: He's got a whole lot of
vengeance going on.



Jarathir noted that a lot of people who
entered the cult of Danfive Xaron died in the
first year. "The whole no making no eye
contact with the opposite sex. The whole no
enjoying life in any way shape or form
thing."

The Senator said he was going to try to keep
the whole thing ‘on a non-lethal level' but
that they should be aware that the Emperor
was showing a certain amount of favour
towards Longvale. "On account of Longvale
promising to organise the best parade ever
for him. He wants a big parade."

ALAN: Would th[¥count as a tick towards
Intrigue as we start to understand the
politics?

GM: It does. So, what are you doing with
the rest of your free day?

PUM: Not getting into trouble.

MARTIN: Staying in, mostly.

GRAHAM: How much would a puppy cost?
DRAK: We are not....

A quick Evaluate roll gave an inflated-by-
the-Capital sum of 5 to 10 Lunars per

puppy.

Then they went to ask the Janitrix whether
the insula had rules against pets.

"Pets," she said as she swept up the
courtyard, "are at the discretion of the
Janitrix. You're thinking of getting her
upstairs something to console her while
grandfather's not here? On the whole, a
yappy dog would be a no. A cat who doesn't
meow too much and might hunt some
rodents would be entirely welcome and
probably made a pet of by the entire
building."

A kitten? "See what you can get."

10 Z|l this political talk|

"Vishi, change of orders!"

They came back with a six week old kitten
that the current owner had named Stupid.

It was male, jet black except for a patch
beneath its chin and had the good taste to
hiss at Vostor when he approached.

Putting that aside he and Vishi went upstairs
and presented the kitten.

The GM rolled some dice for Sor-Ef§e
reaction.

"Oh, how cute! Oh how thoughtful! Well,
yes. | suppose... It would give me somebody
to talk to..."

And again by the luck of the dice she did
know a whole lot about raising kittens. She
started giving Vishi a shopping list. He
started bowing and taking notes. She was
effusive in her thanks and praise for Vostor's
thoughtfulness.

"It's not the same, but it helps." She stroked
the kitten which bit her hand. Vostor took
the opportunity to cast Heal on her hand and
use his charm to ingratiate himself.

So, when the Chief Overseer of the Grey
Soldiers came around, they were all at home.

CHIEF OVERSEER PHARNASTES:

| think you ought to know I've turned down
the chance to investigate you. | felt | might
have to act as a character witness for you.
You did come round and tell me what you
were going to do. | can't really investigate: it
would look bad.

KEANUS You would have to recuse
yourself.

COP: | might have to accuse myself.



COP: Given that there are two Senators
involved it may go to the Emperor's Spoken
Word: if mysterious people in black start
lurking around you'll know. | have made a
report stating how much | appreciated your
co-operation in various operational matters
and that in my opinion you show more signs
of idiocy than treason.

He then pointed out several observers in the
streets outside who were keeping tabs on the
Insula. "They're not working for my
department: | employ competent people.”

| explained to them that they were supposed
to stay out of trouble not stay at home. Drak
said they thought that adventure was going
to find them as soon as they stepped out of
the door. Eventually, | got Pum to go up to
the top of the building and meditate in an
attempt to get his Truth Rune working again.
(There was a lot of plunging into the very
poorly organised rules to discover what on
earth the procedures around Meditate were.
Nearly a quarter of an hour was wasted
thus.)

Vostor did the same and the two of them
were up there all the day contemplating their
swords.

Late in the afternoon, after a long relaxing
day, partly spent getting acquainted with the
kitten they resolved that they had
successfully Kept Out Of Trouble. The
squad of soldiers in black turned up just as
they were thinking of going for supper.

"Tribune Eshan? This is your squad?" They
were in the uniform of the Black Tribunal,
the military-judicial branch and part of the
cult of Moonson Soldier. The Janitrix had
clearly let them in and when the squad
looked over the edge of the balustrade they
could see her having a word with her young
messenger boy.

"l have warrants to bring you in for
guestioning. Take a moment to clean
yourselves up and put on your proper regular
uniforms. No, not dress uniform. No armour.
Yes, bring your weapon. You'll be given a
chance to surrender it to the court. You're
not planning on anything funny are you?"

JARATHIR No, sir.(To Vostor)Shut up!

Vostor had earlier sent Vishi to get him a
baguette anticipating they might not get the
chance to eat properly. He had come back
with a sandwich for each squad member,
chosen to fit their tastes and a flask of water
each.

VISHI (Taking a look at the warrant.) It
just says called for investigation. There are
no charges at this time.

VOSTOR: That's why(my family sent

him. He can read!

Night was falling when they reached the
headquarters of the Black Tribunal. They
had practiced their parade marching on the
way.

"Wait here. Put your weapons on that
weapons rack over there. And peace bond it
please."

And they marched them into a tribunal
room. At light infantry pace.

"Face Right! And Sit!"

There was a panel of black robed people
beneath an enormous black sword on the
wall.

"This is an enquiry imitated by Grand
Senator Geibonus, into actions these soldiers
have taken against his nephew, Senator
Paulus Longinus. The accusation is that of
invading the presence of Senator Longinus



and assaulting him with your issue weapons.
| will point out that we do not require you to
give oaths here but if you are ever found to
have lied to a military tribunal that is an
offence punishable by death. If you are ever
found to have misled a tribunal that is
punishable by death plus torture. Yes?"

VOSTOR: Is that death, followed by
torture?

BLACK ROBE: No, it's torture followed
by death.

VOSTOR: Why didn't you say that then?
BLACK ROBE : One charge of disrespect
to a superior officer against whoever that
is...

Jarathir wondered what Runes they might be
wearing. Moon, Mastery and Law (I
eventually decided after a frustrating search
in the Lunar Gods book.)

The tribunal was just settling down to
consider the accusations when there was a
clatter and a bang and the door to the
tribunal opened to admit a small person.

"Sorry to be late, | am Egregious
FarSpeaker. | am the counsel for these
soldiers."

The soldiers did their best to look as if this
was not a total surprise to them.

He went into a huddle with them saying that
"the Senator" had arranged for him to
represent the squad. "I'm not totally familiar
with military tribunals but needs must, eh?"

The tribunal then asked Eshan to stand and
give a summation of the events of the

previous night. "Accounting for the fact that
your squad seems to have marched into the

11 An Australian expression accusing the person
addressed of feigning naiveté. | have no idea where
that came from. THE PLAIN PEOPLE OF E&A: You

home of a Senator..." One of the other robed
figures muttered in his ear. "What? A High
Priest? Of what? Oh good grief. The Senator
and the High Priest of the Crimson Bat and
assaulted him."

Eshan wrapped himself in his Truth Rune
and Orated like his life depended on it.

The lawyer stood and said "Given that they
were doing so at the request of another
Senator | would say that this is clearly a
matter of a Dart War and therefore not
subject to the jurisdiction of this court."

BLACK ROBE: You are aware that
partaking in a Dart War is an offence under
military law.

LAWYER: Urk!

Jarathir raised his hand and asked the court
to clarify the meaning of Dart War so they
could say whether they had or not, him
never having heard the term before.

BLACK ROBE: Do not come the Raw
Prawn with md™]

Discussion broke out among the squad and
one of the tribunal members shouted at them
to be still.

Jarathir tried to explain everything but his
Orate roll was so dismal as to irritate the
chief of the Tribunal even more.

BLACK ROBE: You're trying to tell me

that the (P S H U Bl \Bister turned up at
your little quarrel

JARATHIR With Her band.

KEANUS There were lots of witnesses.
JARATHIR And then the Speaker of the
Senate turned up and demanded vengeance.

read it THE CRUEL SEA. ME: Yes, yes. But from what
depths of my psych¥



VOSTOR: He seemed to have made a lot
of assumptions.

BLACK ROBE: (After two of them had
said they had no idea thghugsTthe Senator
was seeking werdjribune, are you leading
a squad of the mentally deranged?

Eshan explained the diverse nature of the
squad and that they had tasks that included
accepting medals from the Emperor. He
handed over the paperwork of their original
orders and the Tribunal went into a huddle.

They listened in to the judg&sonversation.

"They've got the Emperor and his Sister
involved in this. Look, this is way above our
pay grade. But the Senator... There's only
one thing to do."

BLACK ROBE: The judgement of this
court is in two parts. The first part is that this
matter is above the jurisdiction of this
tribunal, imposing as it does on sacred and
high policy matters. Therefore we will refer
this matter upwards to the court of Supreme
Justice. And we will refer the complainant to
that court where he may argue concerning
appropriate action. We will take careful note
of all that has been said here and we will
forward it to the Court of Supreme Justice.
(Their lawyer fainted)The second part is
that that soldier ther@/ostor, who elses

fined fifty lunars for impertinence in the face
of the court."

He declared the court adjourned and told the
usher to throw a bucket of water over the
unconscious lawyer.

The Court of Supreme Justice was of course
the Emperor's own court.

2JARATHIR  So if we make the case boring...he'll
execute you

The Lawyer was uncertain whether he
should disqualify himself or find a specialist
who could take over first. They took him
back to confer with the Janitrix.

Vostor went to see the young lady and tried
to advance her interest in him. And got
lucky!

GM: A kitten can be an instrument of
seduction. I'm told

The Janitrix said she couldn't go to Great
Sister because she was now part of the case
and likely to have to plead in front of the
Emperor. The Lawyer said it all depended:
the Emperor could incorporate the
incomplete court of inquiry into his own
court, send the case back to a court of
inquiry or just try to resolve the whole thing
at one sitting. "The Emperor has a tendency
to want Get Things Done." He didn't seem
happy at the prospect.

JARATHIR You know if he's desperately
trying not to give us a medal having us
executed is one way to get there.

They spent time speculating about what all
this means and then Eshan reached into his
copious memory (Alan rolled a critical on
his Intrigue skill) to produce the following
summary of the relationship between Great
Slster and The Emperor.

You have no loyalty to Great Sister. You
have immense loyalty to the Emperor. But
you know full well that the Emperor prefers
the joys and pleasures of the Court to the
sticky details of politics and

administratioffl] He is the greatest hedonist
of all time, according to some people. And
the Great Sister is a serious person who
cares deeply about the poor and oppressed.
How do you think they interact? But it's still



been a matter that has been ordered
upwards, quite rightly from a legal point of
view.

Middle of the Night, they were all (except
Sandene) fast asleep and warm when a cat
goes:

"Mrrroww-row-row-owwwwww!"

An old man's voice said: "Gettoff you
damned beast..."

JARATHIR Grandpa's home.

The young lady turned up the wick on the oil
lamp.

SOR-ETTE: Grandfather?

MAHEDRES Ah, my dear(Looking at
Vostor)Have we been introduced?
VOSTOR: We met a few days before
you...went missing.

MAHEDRES Ah. | came back to renew
my uh.... You got a cat.

SOR-ETTE: Yes, Grandfather and a
lover.

MAHEDRES: Yes?

VOSTOR : Yes.

MAHEDRES: Did | ask you?

VOSTOR: You looked at me.
MAHEDRE S | was tryingnotto look at
you.

VOSTOR: I'll just go back to being quiet.
(Loud laughter from the rest of the group.)

The cat hid underneath the bed and hissed
loudly. Vostor leaned over and tried to
comfort him. He got scratched.

About him there was an intense family
conversation.

MAHEDRES: | had to get out of the
building because that supervisor kept
coming around. | can't let him see me.

SOR-ETTE: He was here yesterday.
Talking to the soldiers...

MAHEDRES That is why.

SOR-ETTE: (Looking at Vostor)'m

really sorry. But could you go back to your
Own room Now.

After a search for his stuff and putting on his
tunic and sandals he did as requested.

The next day, Vishi brought spiced fried rice
and chicken legs for breakfast. He
apologised for the non-breakfast nature of
the meat but was told it was so much better
than normal soldier fare he could be
forgiven.

Actually, this was another point where
Alan's log of days didn't agree with other
people's reckoning and the GM had to
promise to figure it out.

ALAN: The Red Goddess is the daughter of
Time. Time doesn't have to run smooth in
Glamour.

VISHI : There are two lawyers to see you.

One was the harassed fellow who had
arrived washed brushed and dressed in his
finest. Beside him was another legal type
who was Incredibly Smooth and
condescending.

"The Senator has employed me to represent
your interests in this. With the assistant of
my learned colleague of course.”

His Learned Colleague chimed in with a
faint "Of course"

VOSTOR: Please convey to our landlord
our thanks.

SMOOTHY: He feels he has a debt of
honour towards you and this is only partial
repayment.



JARATHIR Do we have a court date?
SMOOTHY: This afternoon.

They blinked at that.

SMOOTHY: Both Senators were willing to
take the first opportunity to get this All
Sorted Out. The Emperor will be presiding.

Even Vostor was a little daunted. Vishi
patted him reassuringly on the shoulder and
recommenced cleaning and polishing his
dress uniform.

JARATHIR | know you're first urge when
you hear a question is to answer it.
VOSTOR: Yes.

JARATHIR But please, when we are in
front of the Emperor only answer if someone
has specifically asked you a question and is
looking at you for an answer.

ESHAN: Because answering out of turn

will probably get you crucified and possibly
all of us.

They proceeded to brief their barrister on the
Vostor problem.

SMOOTHY: |see. Would you like a
potion?

VOSTOR: | don't know. Which potion are
we thinking of?

SMOOTHY | was thinking of the Dumb
Wife PotiorfIt paralyses the vocal chords.
You can claim you have a terrible cold.
KEANUS (|Eagerly)Where do you get
that?

SMOOTHY: It's quite expensive but | have
contacts.

They explored the various orders that Eshan
might give to Vostor but explained that he
had a tendency to creative reinterpretation of

13 This is a real thing. | believe. dimd the details
just now.

orders. "7 K H Walef®sbn he has those rank
markings." And indeed, his uniforms

showed stich marks indicative of multiple
promotion to higher rank and the subsequent
demotions.

SMOOTHY: | have copies (and my how
they cost me) of the report from the Black
Tribunal last night. You gave a clear and
passionate account of the events which |
assume (as you have not been crucified)
were accurate.

He told them to be ready to leave with him
at noon. Keanus went off to the Humakt
temple for Seasonal Holy Day. Vostor went
across to his Innamorafe&partment which
proved to be deserted except for the kitten
who he played with. Jarathir went down to
let the Janitrix know what was going on.

She had been summoned and was polishing
her dress uniform.

Jarathir asked, addressing her as First Spear,
whether she considered herself to have been
in charge of them the previous night.

"I was there as a consultant | think."

She sighed put, down her polishing cloth
and went to have a word with Eshan.

JANITRIX: Sir, what do you think our
position was last night? Were you in charge
or had you handed it over to me or what?
ESHAN: | think | deferred to your greater
knowledge.

JARATHIR That's what you do with an
NCO.

JANITRIX: Yes, | was there as a senior
NCO: having been requested by a Senator |
gave what assistance | could. | don't think |
can get you out of the line of fire. Well, just



have to see how it goes. There are so many
issues here

ESHAN: It's beyond our pay grade. Beyond
most of our understanding.

As a last thought she checked whether they
had performed a proskyn¢Sjbefore. Eshan
had practiced it (his parents had insisted)
and she held a brief rehearsal before
declaring herself satisfied.

They arrived at the Court Building on time
and were directed to wait on those benches
over there. On nearby benches were the
Speaker of the Senate and their patron
Senator, his daughter and a gaggle of
lawyers.

The Masters of the Circuses was not
present.

At that point the Herald of the Court
announced the approach of Moonson
Argentus. "All defer to the Emperor!"

They performed their bow-all-the-way-
down-and-bang-their-heads-on-the-floor
with adequate grace. Jarathir was the only
one who got a special and given his
increasingly odd mental state since coming
to the capital he was struck with awe as he
rose and gazed on the Emperor. and saw the
divine beauty and power of the Red
Emperor. His lllumination rose to the giddy
heights of 12% but he was not pushed over
the edge into the arms of Rashoran.

MOONSON: Very well, very well. What is
this case and why was it brought before Us.

A Black Tribunal lawyer rose and began to
brief the Emperor. He read out the summary
of events provided by Eshan.

"The case brought by the Speaker of the

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proskynesis

Senate, is that his nephew who is both the
Master Of Circuses and the High Priest of an
Imperial Cult, has been attacked in his own
home by these soldiers at the instigation of
the other Senator."

At a signal the other Senator rose and said
that his daughter had been kidnapped by the
nephew of the honourable Chairman. That
was within the boundaries of a Dart Contest
is also something he was entitled to resist by
means "not entirely illegal". He pointed out
that the Honourable Gentleman's nephew
had apparently been kidnapping persons
from the streets of Glamour. "I do no know

if this was known to your Majesty."” The
Emperor looked noncommittally at the
magnificently decorated ceiling. "And this is
without precedent in the history of the
Empire."

Then their own lawyer stood up and said
"These ladies and gentlemen acted at the
direction of a Senator, assisting the civil
power. They took no action until attacked by
the absent Senator. And they do have an
appointment to take part in your parade at
the end of the mourning period. They have
valiantly served you and should be rewarded
rather than punished."

The Black Tribunal lawyer rose and
mentioned the question of whether the
troopers had taken part in a Dart Contest, a
political action forbidden to military
personnel.

The way I resolved this was to make a dice
roll to indicate how well the old Senator
pleaded his case and then asked them if they
would like to speak before one of them

rolled for the overall effect of their case.

None of them did.



Their Patron was oratorically Brilliant. Their
lawyer merely did a good job. The old
Senator did not do so well.

"It would be churlish of me," said Moonson,
"to punish those who have been brought
here to be honoured. Even if they may have

stepped across the line into political matters.

| shall look forward to seeing them at the
Victory Parade. However, my Master of
Circuses is currently... languishing. | will
visit him myself and give him my thoughts
about his recent religious innovations. | will
take him some of my Sister's chicken soup.
With barley. This does leave me down a
Master of Circuses. | will therefore bestow
that office temporarily on the Senator to my
left. And in order to give him some
assistants | will delegate the soldiers from
the Second Furthest Foot to act as staff for
him."

SANDENE We're going to write all the
invitations!

KEANUS We're going to be SpA®of the
circus!

JARATHIR Every circus needs clowns!

Senator Falerius did not faint. He did sway a

little.
DISTRACTIONS:

GM: Graham! You are having difficulty with
the Resistance-of-the-Universe idea again.

* | now have little idea about what | meant
by this.

PUM's New Equipment:

GM: You've got a bigger one this time.

15 Special Advisors. British term for temporary,
politically appointed advisors to Ministers. Not A
Real Civil Servant

PUM: Look at that! Fifteen and a half
inches mate! 90 quid off e-bay.

GM: My word!

GRAHAM: Look, it's my job to take us into
the gutter...

COMMENTARIAT ON E&A 9
WILL HAVE TO WAIT TILL NEXT
TIME

MY FINAL WORD FOR THIS ISSUE:
Is in response to a query from Lisa Padol
A woggle is a gneckerchief slidéa fastener

often of leather used to keep a Scout or G§ide
neck scarf in placg]

Take good care of yourselves and
each other you group of diverse
strangers brought together by the
reading of the will of a Good Friend
of you all.

Whttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wogglé
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BUGBEARS: BALLYHOOH#48

March 21, 2026, forEver & Ano#10
Gabriel Roark
Rancho Cordova, CA
gabrielroark@gmail.com

In this Issue

| am disappointed with myself this month. Whirlwind work travel to two Indian
reservations in southeastern California MarctiQ6&ure did not help. | let time get

away from me & consequently have no comments thish. For those who look forward to
comments on their zines or reading the interchange between others, | apologize for no
contributing in that way this month. What is on offer is the second installment of a
reading review of Arduis Portal to Adventure.

ANOTHER.OOK ATARDUINS PORTAL TGADVENTURE

Bugbears & Ballyhoo #47 (E&A #9) summarized the conterislos XLQ -V 3RUWD
Adventure, by Emperors Choice Games (Empcho). The Portal consists of materials fror
the Arduin GrimoitdBarrows & BorderlandsLost Dungeons of Tonisbgagnes. | am
slowly reading through the contents & will describe each constituent item in the boxed
set. The box itself is magnificent; go look at B&B #47 for pictures. It is madevgf hea
cardboard with a folded back hinge & two front-closing tabs. Every face of the box
exhibits original artwork or descriptive textQ "$QRWKHU /RRN«u ZH FRC
examining th&arrows & Borderlands Box Set, Limited Editidten by Matthew Tapp.
The Limited Edition comes in a cardboard, faux-woodgrain box witetadopen-and-
LOQN LOOXVWUDWLRQ HQWLWOHG "'DUNG6WR Né&hgofFUH
the six B&B volumdsGHQ W L I\ ZIK&ievéghat it i Len Kane, whose illustrations
appear in some Arduin Grimoire materials from the late 1980s; Kane signed his
GUDZLQJV ZLWK The\butd@ bfjtHeGok/kagia pasted sheet of faux aged
paper with lODYRU WH[W VWDUWLQJ ZLWK % %old/schoblJ O L (
style role playing game set in a dark radioactive wasteland of magic, blackigrow

VLF DQG GUDJRQV u

Inside the box, one finds six digest-sized books & four B&B Character Thedisoks
comprise the original four volumes of the game, a book of supplemental rules, & an
adventure. The books are saddle-stitched with two staples & covers of durable,
parchment-colored cardstock. The interior pages are high qualityplgived paper in
what | call a linen color. The interior typeface is clear albeit on the smaplesidaps 8
points. The book covers are printed in two colors, whereas the interior text §iolhsstra
are in black & white. It is an attractive presentation that immediately calls to mind
Original D&D or the Arduin Grimoire. | favor digest-sized books at the ganfileg&a

1



for convenient reading on the go. These books tick a lot of boxes for me. Here are the
titles of each volume:

X Men & Mutants (Vol. 1)

Psychics & Sorcerers (Vol. 2)

Horrors & Treasure (Vol. 3)

Underworld & Borderlands Adventures (Vol. 4)
Radioactive Boogaloo: Additional Rules

x Barrows & Borderlands Dungeon #1: Dracula in Space

X X X X

Volumes #4 present the core rules Barrows & BorderlandSombined with the

physical characteristics of the books, the alliterative & two-part volume tittkerhea

back to the OD&D volumes of 1974. Volumé& DUH IXQFWLRQDOO\ DQD
first bookletMen & Magicplus2' ' 6 XS S O H P EIQrieh Wizavdiyaddition of

rules for psionics.

Men & Mutantis a 61-page booklet with illustrated front-outside & back-inside covers.
The book is copyrighted to Matthew Tapp in 2025 & credits the followistyaliors:
Matthew Tapp, Adlay Tapp, Castle Grief, Jacob Smith, KirooMC, Randor@Quy04
Public Domain, & Dead People. Most of the illustrations are not individuatlydcréde

art is thematically appropriate & attractive, especially the public domairep. The

EDFN LQVLGH FRYHU DUW OR BéEWafoudillistraliohdliie/ SLQR ]
Arduin Grimoire/ols. 1All), depicting five warriors in comic book-dramatic poses: a
male centaur, female & male (demi)humans, a male halfling, & male deodanth (see
Arduin for details on this race). The last thing that | will write about production values of
Barrows & Borderlands is that the books would benefit from the eyes of a competent
editor. The text is marred by misspellings, conflation of possessives & contractions,
sentence fragments, & copious comma splices. If you are not, like me, an honorary
member of the Grammar Police, you might not be bothered at all by ¢hess of

English usage. The books still look terrific & | am happy to report that the ¢eelfest |
very cooP but the game mechanics & setting are a tale for the next installment. Ta for
now!
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From Cur Last Episode

In late February | made it out to Toronto to meet m y
friends Don Hutchison & Peter McGarvey for an
afternoon showing of  The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari  (1920)
as part of the Toronto Silent Film Festival. It was also
my first outing outside Hamilton 10d dared in my
(mostly) electrically exorcised car in 3 months.

My drive into Toronto was speedy enough to spend a
half hour at The Sword & Board , one of the better RPG
stores just a few blocks away, and picked up a few
choice RPG itemsNused and newNthat caught my eye
(see photo), before meeting my friends. And, speaki
role-gaming, influential fantasy author & game-
designer (Dragonlance, Ravenloft, etc.) Tracy Hickman
(lower middle) who just turned 70 last November was a
brief guest at our monthly online Zoom game help
celebrate one of our fellow player®s 70 t birthday after
Peter HildrethOs invite to help out!
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Brian Christopher Misiaszek

5 Livingstone Drive,
Dundas, ON, L9H 7S3 CANADA

brian.misiaszek@gmail.com

Finally, in sadder news on February 26 we had to
euthanize our cat Zoe (2008D2026), who had been wit h
us for ~17 years. She had chronic kidney disease, & she
declined more quickly following SadieOs death in

December. At noon the vet came to the house for a f inal
home visit, & Zoe died peacefully in front of the f ireplace
with all of us there. It was the right decision, bu t still a
very hard one.

Habana Horror:

TheMazara (part 8)
Underground Mazorra: Forgotten Ways
In the 19th and early 20th centuries, large institu tional

hospitals such as the Mazorra were built without
modern sewage or drainage systems. Human waste was

removed manually, stored in cesspools, or flushed i nto



shallow underground channels that relied on gravity
and neglect rather than engineering.

During the first U.S. occupation of Cuba (189851902 ),
pressure grew to modernize public institutions. At
Mazorra, reform was slow and uneven. New wells,
limited plumbing, and expanded underground
passages were introduced to carry waste from patien t
wards, but poor coordination and corruption
undermined these efforts. By the 1910s and early
1920s, enteric outbreaks were frequent. Hundreds of
patients died annually from what was termed Oasylum
dysentery.0 Leaking pipes, blocked channels, and
substandard repairs left the system chronically
unstable. The 1926 hurricane, which destroyed the
WomenOs Pavilion, exposed MazorraOs fragility and
triggered a major rebuilding campaign in 1927,
including new pavilions, hydrotherapy wards, steam
heating, and electrification.

Under MachadoOs public works programs, Mazorra
was finally connected to a modern sewage network
linked to the town of  Santiago de las Vegas (~3 km
away) where he incidentally has his private haciend a.
These upgrades rendered the old system obsolete.
Hydrotherapy alone produced more wastewater than

the aging masonry tunnels could handle.

Many original brick tunnels were abandoned or
repurposed. Some became utility corridors for steam ,
water, sewage, electrical conduits, and telephone | ines.
Others were widened and relined, sealed, or simply left
to collapse and vanish from official plans.

By the late 1920s, Mazorra had an extensive
underground network few fully understood. Maps are
incomplete or altered. Some sections were condemned ,

others forgotten, and some never recorded at all. W hat
lies beneath is a layered infrastructure: Victorian
neglect buried beneath reform, then obscured again by

political secrecy and opportunistic reuse.

Mazorra Substructure Specifications:

Utility Tunnels: Brick sidewalls, arched roof, flat

floor. 4D6 ft wide, 6D7 ft high. Steam pipes, water

mains, wiring. Electric bulbs every 20D30 m if

powered. Notes: Warm near pipes. Oil and dust smell.
Most stable footing. Direct basement access. Dorman t
sections (dotted lines) dark and cluttered.

Old Storm Drains: Yellow brick, square or shallow

arch ceilings ~7 ft high, 56 ft wide. Flat floor, shallow
trench. During hurricane level storm flooding, som e
automatically connect via valves to active storm dr ains
to discharge through narrow gratings. Notes: Often dry
with silt. Loose brick and debris pockets common.

Muffled acoustics.

New Storm Drains: Poured concrete, circular, 8 ft
diameter. Smooth walls, shallow central channel.
Notes: Dry in drought; rapid centre flow after rain.
Loud echo. Little odour. Difficult to climb without rope.
Old Sewers: Red/brown brick, egg or horseshoe profile
~6 ft high. Central waste channel. Narrow raised le

on one side. Notes: Normally dry or holding stagnant
pools if back-up from storm drains. Slime, mineral

dge



crusting, insect life. Air may be foul in sealed
stretches. Occasional seepage from cracked laterals

New Sewers: Concrete, egg-shaped profile, 70 at crown,

80 at the main trunk line. Faster, deeper flow than old
sewer. Narrow maintenance lip. Echoing acoustics.

Notes: Malodour. More efficient but hazardous. Water

rises quickly in tropical storms. Very loud when ac tive.

KeeperOs Note: Mazorra Underground Encounters
Determine which one of 20 encounters encounter using the
restricted band which runs from dry to wet. Camp to 1B20 if
needed. Non-dormant utility tunnels use prior Mazora
encourter tables.

¥ Darmant Utility (dry): 1D8 (1B8)

¥ OHd Storm Drain (mostly dry): 1D8 + 4 (5B12)

¥ OH Sewer (musty, faint malodour): 108 + 8 (9D16)
¥ New Sewer/ Storm (active wet): 1D8 + 12 (13820)

1.!" Human traffic (maintenance, guard, smuggler, escayy
patient, cultist, KeeperOs choice).

2.! Evidence of an old crime? Broken,Ryeglasses, empty
wallet/purse in side niche, & a sinister blood stai.

3.!' Construction hoard; tools, bricks, cement sacks. ib-6
chance collapse after passing; route back blocked.

4.1 Padlocked utility hatch; faint machinery hum; vedal climb
to secret surface access.

5.! walls painted in distorted perspective by former piant;
false doors, gratings & pits. INT or brief disoriation
(Penalty Dieto next action).

6.! Echo distortion; voices mislocated.isten rolls at Penalty.

7.! Low ceiling; forced crawl 2D6 meters.

8.! Fresh partial collapse; fallen brick and dust.

9.! Hidden cache in wall niche; contraband alcohol, cigs,

cigarettes, morphine ampoules (1D4 items).

10.!Floor height shift; DEX or slip.

11.!structural Weak Point: RoOBTRUCURA. INCDENT TARE
immediately (see AoM #246 in E&A #9

12.!Rats watching silently before scattering.

13.!Medical debris lodged in a bend: broken wheelchaicrutch,

wheel-less gurney. 1-in-6 chance of minor cut onposed
metal; CON to avoid latetetanus (Lockjaw) infection.

14.!Bricked niche sweating chemical effluent; ammoniaek.
CON or coughing fit #enaltynext round.

15.!'Mold GdrapesO + OiciclesO flourish on ceilingesPBON or
coughing;Penaltynext round).

16.!slimy sheet of algae underfoot; slope toward poolesdater;
DEX or slip; 1/6 chance submerge; CON to avoid latang
infection.

17. 'RAT SWARNB1O0 rats). See 7e Call of Cthulhu
KeeperOs Guide, p.338 for Rat Pack (10 rats)
statistics.

18.!Bad air pocket; flame gutters; CON g-5 min or uncseious

19.!waterfall chute;Climb or swept downstream.

20.! Deep trunk channel; sudden drop to dark moving wate

3!

The Old Laundry Pavilion (WomanQs Dept.)

To a casual visitor the Old Laundry Pavilion appear s
disused. being stacked with obsolete machinery and
dusty surplus crates. It is dormant, not abandoned,

and remains on the MazorraOs maintenance rolls. Onc e
monthly, pumps are tested by generator & boilers ar e
filled and drained to ensure systems still answer w hen
required. 1tOs a brick building 40 feet east to wes t& 48
feet north to south, with a roof rising 25 to 30 fe et.
Faded apricot stucco flakes from the exterior walls

The corrugated tin roof, patched after the 1926

hurricane, is intact and the floor is dry. Wide dou ble
entry doors once used by for delivery of soiled
laundry/linens & coal, & later removal of clean lin ens
remain padlocked, while other staff doors are locke d.

When entered, the interior is dim even at midday.
Clerestory panes & skylights are cracked, boarded, or
limewashed opaque. The space beneath the north
gallery under the mezzanine lies in shadow even at
noon. No electrical connections are active but acti
telephone extension to clean linen/delivery room.

ve

Built for combined human labour and heavy
mechanical laundry service, the pavilion retains it s
industrial shell. The floor is smooth, water-imperv ious
concrete cut with shallow brick drainage channels.
Steam mains as thick as a manOs arm climb toward th e
trusses. Two cylindrical boilers sit cold in a bric k pit
along the south wall, their valve wheels stiff with age.
Hydroextractors, wringer frames, & a long calendari ng
machine stand rusting where they were left. Drain

trenches, supply pipes, & roof vents remain intact. The
building was designed for moisture, vibration, and
noise. Its structure is still quite sound.

At the north end, a raised overseer gallery spans t he
full width of the building, forty feet across and t wenty
feet deep, set fifteen feet above the floor. It had a view

of most of the unroofed rooms below, with the
exception of rooms to the very south; the boiler ro

coal bunker, foul wash-house and the receiving room
One former wooden staircase has collapsed and the
other leans precariously. Beneath the shadowy
platform are stacked iron laundry carts, broken bel t
wheels, lengths of pipe, a defunct boiler, broken
tumblers, and compacted debris form a deep
shadowed recess that reeks of neglected junk storag e.

om,

Across the main floor the southern boiler pit sits three
to four feet below slab level, partially obscured b y
ironwork and tangled steam lines. Drainage channels
converge there before disappearing beneath masonry
and pipework. Nothing at a glance suggests more tha n
an aging service building awaiting eventual demolit ion,
its industrial systems silent but not entirely with out
purpose.



KeeperOs Note: In boiler room is a hinged solid wrought

iron heavy drop shelf disguised as part of an old f urnace

assembly; it allows secret one-way deposits into t he
Mazorra Vault. Opening is too small for a man to en ter.
Maximum dimensions for objects placed through the

deposit slot: ~ 70 cm high x 40 cm wide x 65 cm deep

or max size of a 2-drawer filing-cabinet laid on it s side.
When closed, the shelf tilts forward and the conten ts
inside slide down concealed rollers ~30 ft into the vault
chamber. The vault chamber below is not visible fro m

above, and only if fully closed will tilt/side cont ents

Raised North Gallery & Stair Access

The raised north gallery formerly held the Overseer Os
Office, Stores Room, & Staff Lavatory (  maps show both
prior & repurposed versions ). The west stair has
completely collapsed. The east stair remains but is
visibly unstable, & sways and creaks ominously afte r
the first steps. The upper landing is piled with ro tting
crates, soap barrels, broken carts, & scrap timber
blocking two boarded doors.

KeeperOs Note: The stairs are boobytrapped: several key
joists are nearly sawn through and packed with sawd

to concea; ~200 Ibs combined weight at the top risk S
total failure. Detection of the sabotage requires a Hard
Spot Hidden to note fresh sawdust. 2+ persons or forcing
either door triggers collapse; all on stairs or on the upper
landing roll DEX:

¥ Success : 1D6 damage/Failure: 1D6+1D4 damage.

¥ Fail: Pinned; 1D6+1D6 damage; STR or aid to free.
Loud structural crash alerts anyone inside + dust ¢ loud
(visibility 5910 ft) for 1D4 rounds.

ust
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Hidden Leopard Man Cult Temple

This upper level conceals Leopard Man CultOs temple
of worship. From the former rooms all internal
partitions have been removed and the space converte
into a concealed ritual hall. All former exterior d

and windows are boarded from within and without.
The interior now functions as a single chamber
capable of holding 2530 worshippers standing
shoulder to shoulder. Wall hangings of dyed cowhide ,
cut & painted to resemble leopard skins, hang from
rafters.

d
oors

Linen sheets painted with leopard spotted patterns
serve as retractable curtains. Thick reed matting
covers the floor, muffling footfall and absorbing d
vibration. Openings are double-screened to prevent
light leakage. A large metal cage for sacrifices
repurposed from the old elevator cab is on one corn
blocking the boarded up door. When the curtains are
drawn and lamps extinguished, the chamber is

rum

er



visually dead from outside, with peepholes that loo k
out over the rest of the pavilion covered by draper ies
when not in use.

The Central Altar is a salvaged 80! 40 curved boiler

plate rests on masonry blocks in the centre. Its su rface
is blackened and permanently stained. The slight
curvature channels fluids toward a gutter cut in th e

matting beneath. @ Walls are covered, with papier-
m%ochZ leopard masks hang between beams. Skin
drums & gourds line north & west walls. Ritual chal k
marks & dried blood stains mark the floor perimeter
around the altar. Under are clay jars contain
thickened blood mixtures and herbal infusions. Far
overhead, iron hooks are driven into beams for
hanging skins or suspending victims.

Temple Inner Sanctum ( Former Lavatory )

This chamber serves as Jerem’as YobamaOs private

retreat and storage for regalia and ritual implemen ts.
The metal door is bolted from the inside, and heavi ly
boarded and sealed from the outside. Inside, a 4-fo ot

square breach has been cut through the east wall,
forcing crouched entry into the sanctum which is
concealed by animal hide curtains.

Inside against the east wall stands a low rectangul ar
wooden platform (approx. 6 ! 5 ft.,, 6D8 inches high),
constructed from salvaged planks. There is no
mattress in the European sense. The surface is laye red
with woven mats and genuine leopard skins. Beneath

the platform: clay jars, ritual implements, and
stoppered blood vessels. Nearby sit an unlit oil la mp,
and an empty heavy cast iron bowl (used for blood
mixtures).

In the northeast corner is a small ebony staff carv ed
with a leopard®s head. Along the south wall is a wo ven
basket containing spare garments. Iron hooks bearin g
his regalia: leopard-skin cloak, mask, and steel cl aw

hooks A concealed escape window occupies the upper
east wall, hidden behind skins and loose boards. It
opens onto a narrow exterior ledge, allowing escape
either to the roof or down via drainpipes to the ya rd.

KeeperOs Note: Hard Spot Hidden to note rungs nailed
to make ladders to two holes chopped in between joi sts
in the ceiling near the walls. Ditto another Spot Hidden

to find the laundry cart improvised rope & pulley e levator
in the old hoist-way now missing the elevator cab, & and
closed maintenance hatch with oiled hinges floor un der
the lavatory. This hatch connects to a defunct sewe rline
below where cult members enter & leave via its

northbound branch via a breach in both the new trun k

sewer & storm drains. The Leopard Man Cult does not

use the east-west old sewer spur giving access to t he
Mazorra Vault, so its accidental discovery is effec tively
impossible.

Horrors of the Mazorra:

A 1930s Pulp Cthulhu scenario (cont.)

Re-cap AoM #246:  Evening events had been eventful;
the evacuation of Santa Barbara pavilion, the death of
Dr. Llerena, the escape of Jeremias Yobama & Doloro S
Garcia , the disappearance of Director Machado  , & likely
finding Evelio Gil affected by a mystery ailment inside
the ZorrillaOs Aux Lab under the old M1. Barring a ny
PClInvestigators willing to press on without sleep most
should try to get  some sleep in their VIP Quarters.

SIDEBAR HISTORCA. EVENTS SAITURDAY AUQJUST12, 1933

The fall of Gerardo Machado was the climax of a weef intense

political pressure, a massive general strike, & aedisive loss of

military support.

¥  Pre-dawn (~05:00) Camp Cdumbia Barracks, army leaders
refuse further support to President Machado.

¥ 09:00: Atthe Presidential Palace in Habana Machado resigns
his presidency under pretext of a @aveof absence; he travels
with his Presidential escort to his La Nenita Hacienda near
Santiagode las Vegas(~30 minutes & 20 km away).

¥  ~12:00: Athis countryresidence Machadoreceivesdisturbing
reports of reprisals against Porra / Machado-ist persons &
property; decides to leave when own staff evaporate

¥  15:20 Machado travels via escort to Aempuerto General
Gerardo Machado. A single waiting Pan Am Skorsky S38
prepares for departure, not two as promised by US Special
Enwoy Sumner Welles; need to wait for permission

¥  ~16:50 planeis finallyauthorized to take off for the Bahamas
just as an armed mob approaches the airport.




August 12th 1933: Timelines inside the Mazorra

Time
04:00

06:30 b
08:30

07:00

07:05

08:00

08:15

08:25

What Mazorra Staff Hear or Winess

M1 Guards returning to their station guarding ther8floor
find chaos; the murder oDr. Llerena witnessed byRN
Ydanda Heres done byJerem’as Yobama, and other
unexplained corrosion events on the third floor. g
given strict instructions NOT to ale€gptain Gandia NO
MATTER WHAT, they inform other Mazorra Guards, ant
several teams sweep the grounds searching for both
Ydbama & Dolores e Beautiful MurderessO Garcia.
Guards secure the crime scene so photos can be takeé
the body examined by Lic. Isreal Castellanos, Mamds
coroner.

Breakfast is served in Dining Room iba Officina Drs.
Viela, Ramagusa, Real, are present, as are Castelis,
Ricky, Othello, & any Investigators who want to eatave
coffee, and trade rumours/make plans.

M1 Shift change; handover shares garbled reportsoim
the night shift concerning midnight events in M1.he
information spreads quickly among RNs and MDE€hief
RN Beatriz Montalvo is on the scene. RN Yolanda Heres
laying down after given a sedative byr. Prats. Dr. Zorrilla
will quietly arrive looking for Yolanda; he willdee after
hearing she is okay but is recovering from her ordg she
is not to be disturbed. M2 shift change handover report
night includes the excitement of the evacuation &anta
Birbara Paviliondue to a dangerous gas leak, the
frightening appearance of a strange man in a lab eb&
the subsequent escape of Srta. Dolores Garcia.

A-B-C, the anti-Machado-ist underground A.B.C. soted
radio station which normally only operated only fmo 2:30
to 3:30 pm daily did a surprise broadcast. It repts that
President Machado had been rebuffed by the Army at
Columbia Barracks; his resignation expected latevday.
This report is heard byEl Rey(charismatic patient with a
King-of-Spain delusion) on his secret radio, whoietly
begins making plans among his Ocourtiers®. Theyako
heard by Ricky Morales on his portabléadette Pocket
Radioin his room in the VIP Quarters dfa Officing heOll
make his way to the Main Switchboard (only operator
today isSrta. Tessa Pachechpdaughter of Teresa), bribe
her to let him use one of the two other vacant
switchboard stations. HeOll be making phone callsday
long while chain smoking, drinking back coffee, and
listening to many official, censored commercial, &
underground Cuban radio stations on his portable dé&.

In the DirectorOs Manse, Esperanza begins routine
Saturday am office duties; (e.g. sorting correspoadce,
reading telegrams, doing switchboard coordinationer
morning is immediately disrupted by countless telépne
calls from staff seeking confirmation of President
MachadoOs resignation from the Director. She repxittie
Director absent, and cannot confirm. By 08:45 sha&iso
exasperated she instructs Main Switchboard to bloch!
such calls, though inquiries continue via directrie.

Main Switchboard receives a coded telegram markdeCR
DIRECTORS EYES ONLY. Translating from Spanish it
reads CSENDING YOUSURPRSE 10 VERYLARGE
FRAMED PHOTQOGRARHS. WANT TOSEE HANGING IN
LONG GALLERY ATDIRECTOR® MANSE TODAYOLD SOA
IS BEST SOAP N YQUR SEGOND COUSIN.O The
switchboard operator logs the message but does npass
it along after her mother was reprimanded by Diremt
Machado only the night before

Captain Alberto Gand'a rises for the day inside the
Superintendent®s Manse after 4 hour sleep. Coming
downstairs to the main office he is informed thatat only
is Dorlores Garcia still missing, but he learns tie death

Time

09:00

09:04

09:17

09:50 b
10:30

10:35

10:38

~11:00
11:20

12:30

12:45

13:00

Al

What Mazorra Staff Hear or Winess

of Dr. Llerena, & escape of his probable murderer,
Jerem’as Yobama from M1. Dolores Garcia has stititn
been found; he authorizes the dog handlers to start
tracking the missing persons.

Gandia summonLic. Isreal Castellanos to do a forensic
examination of crime scene of M1, he will also sumom
Insp. Hargreaves of Scotland Yard for their inpatnd the
wealthy Cuban Sr. Vegas to translate for him

Leaving for M1, Castellanos will have missed a radi
facsimile message normally sent with fingerprint
verification arrives at theCastellanos Dactyoscopic
Laboratoryfrom his Havana Police Station technician
contact: (translation)MACHADO RESIGNED. HAS LEFT
PRESDENTIAL PA_ACE.WHEREABOUTS UNKNOM
HERRERAACTING PRESIDENT.

Switchboard receives a coded telegram frodtares
Fortress(Porra HQ) for Capt. Gandia; sends a messeng:
to inform informs him it is waiting

The Presidential convoy escort unexpectedly arrivasthe
Mazorra gate: two armoured 1930 Lincoln K limousirse&
two 1930 Buick Series 60 staff cars. The convoy depts
~40 minutes later. President Gerardo Machado brigfl
enter the DirectorOs Manse & speaks briefly with
Esperanza Hidalgo-Gato and later Capt. Gand’a; After the
PresidentOs convoy leaves, Gand'a orders the Mazorr
sealed off to all traffic.

Finally getting a chance to OreadO the Atares &sstr
message, Gandia, using a code-book from his safe he
decodes a devastating message summarizing the mugin
at Columbia barracks & pending resignation of MacHa.
General Alberto Herrera was now interim Presidenit
also warns him that all Porra should be on high atefrom
reprisals. He forgets about LlerenaOs murder & qéhis
escape.

In Castellanos® Dactyloscope Lab the earlier radio-
facsimile is waiting in the tray yo be read. Theese10:48
follow-up arrives which can be read by any InvesiigrOs
present: RIOTING IN THESTREETS. POLCEAND ARMY
BACKING OFF. PCRRABENG HUNTED DOWN AND SHOT
DOWN LIKEDOGSIN STREETS SIGNNG OFF MY FRIEND.

Coded message arrives for Vives from Spanish Embgss

Two Mazorra guards involved in the overnight Santa
Barbara/M2 disturbance report to Infirmary; they sbw
unusual skin lesionson their hands/forearms. The marks
resemble burns or punctures but show no bleeding.

An RN in M2 reports tdra. Gilda Ramagusa that a
patient involved in the earlieiSanta Brbara Pavilion
evacuation now shows strange translucent frost-butike
patches on her skin. Staff assume it is benign brsing or
chemical irritation.

Lic. Castellanos submits a preliminary report on the déa
of Dr. Llerena to Capt. Gand’aOs office. The late doctor(
cervical splint had been removed at the scene, but
fingerprints matching Yobama are present. Initiaindings
are consistent with manual strangulation & fracturef
multiple cervical vertebrae; how much were new artbw
much was old was hard to say. His impression? Dedtly
homicide. Examination of damaged door hinges on tt3¢
floor of M1 suggests exposure to a corrosive agent
consistent with a strong acid (e.gsulphuric acid).

Lunch is served insidd_a Oficinain the Dining Room;
present are many of the MDs, RNs, & any hungry
Investigators. Gossip & rumours are traded hotlikée
Cuban baseball cards among school-boys.

Reports filter in from Habana via radio, phone meages

Aternoon and even motorcycle messenger; celebrations, repais,

withdrawal of police &army to their barracks. Therre



Time

14:30

14:55

15:30

~15:50

16:07

16:30

~17:00

17:01

What Mazorra Staff Hear or Winess

many stories of vigilante mobs targeting Porra merats
for grisly deaths by shooting, lynching, and worsghe
02:30 pm underground A-B-C radio station confirms
MachadoOs resignation.

Rumours circulating among RNs in the Santa Barbara
Pavilion 3 pts are developing odd transparent legis.

Se-orita Isabella Dom’nguez y Varona is discovered
missing. Window bars are corroded/broken, as if tacid.

Coded telegram for RN Yaniz froEBmbajada Alemana
(German Embassy)

The Presidential escort returns unexpectedly to the
Mazorra; gate guard is told the President has retued.
Gate guards allow entry of the two vehicles; Ganda
notified only after the vehicles are inside.

The President, his head covered by a blanket, isested
into the Manse. Escort personnel also carry several
leather suitcases inside. One case fails during the
transfer, spilling bundles of American currency bafe
being hastily repacked. Gand’a and several Porraands
witness the incident.

Commercial radio station, 1010 CMQ openly ignoring
govt. censorship entirely, broadcasts confirmatioof
MachadoOs morning resignation; unknown where his is

<MAZORRAOSs PA system crackles into static-life then
clear male announcer voice in Spanisithis is PWX Radio
Network with breaking news. It is now confirmed
President Gerardo Machado has fled Cuba by airplane to
the Bahamas. Aaoss Havana, jubilant mobs are attacking
members of the Porra. Authorities have named Carlos
Manuel de CZspedes y Quesada acting President until
elections three months from now. USAmbassador Welles
has issued a statement approving the transition and that
President Franklin Delano Roosevet has dispatched two
Urnited States warships to Habana to protect American
interests and restore order. <brief static burst>Addtional
reports now confirm that a large crowd has gathered at
Aempuerto General Gerardo Machado to try to stop the
flight. Witnesses state the mob is moving outward from
the airfieldNiO<slight distortion / volume dip>CNand may
be heading toward the Mazorra Haspital. O<static swells,
then PA system stops>.

The news bulletin is heard playing across the ergir
grounds while a gun battle erupts suddenly insid&e
DirectorOs Manse. With Capt. Gand'a pre-occupiethin
fracas the PWX broadcast is not shut off until sexad
minutes later, by which time the news of the apprahing
mob has already spread throughout the Mazorra.

(

Aug12 1933 Mazorra NPC Locations (activity)
13:00

Morning - Afternoon
Name (09:00813:00) PINiNg ,3-00p17:00)
Room
Dr. Prats Quartgrs Present Photostatting for ABC
(sleeping post call)
WomenOs Dept .
Dra. Ramagosa (rounds) Present Quarters (planning]
Dra. Hda Real Chll_drenOs Pav. Present ChildrenOs Paviliol
(hiding records)
ChildrenOs Pav Seeks out
Dr. Vilela (rounds) Present PCs/Roams
. Aux Lab
Dr. Zorrilla Aux Lab (research) - (quarantine)
RN Yolanda Resting M1! ) Off-duty/seeking
Heres cottage (asleep) Zorrilla
Chief RN Various pavilions Present M2 Patient Issues
Montalvo
Dep. Chief RN RN cottage (plotting Double-crossing /
Yini w/ Vives) Meeting Vives
Evelio Gil Aux Lab_ Aux L_ab (_cond.
(quarantine, unwell) deteriorating)
e D= 08 [k DirectorOs Manse
Esperanza (managing Office)
\ M1! Dir. Manse Supt Manse (Exit
Capt. Gand'a | Supt. Manse plan) / Dir. Manse
Lic. M1! Dactyl. Lab Present M1 (Llerena
Castellanos (forensics) Autopsy)/Lab
. Chapel (prayers) Chapel Mazorra Library
Mons, Aurlio Pav. visits Office  (Research)
Ricky Morales Switchboard Present Switchboard/Child
Room Pav.
otello Tuck shop! W/ Aurelio Prepping Santeria
Switchboard in Chapel ceremony
Lt. Cd Vives  La Oficina - Roams Mazorra

SIDE- BAR INVESTIGATOR POSITIONING (07:00917:00): On the

Saturday, Investigators are fairly free to move abbthe Mazorra

grounds unsupervised, though many Admin sectionseanot staffed

being the weekend. Unless otherwise directed theyea

¥ Moving between/under patient pavilions and hospitétlinics
M1 and M2 they have permission to enter

¥ Be directed to theDirectorOs Mansto get written permission

(which Esperanza can help with or block) for photasavilion

entry, records access.

Be near theMain Switchboardor Tuck Shop listening to radio

bulletins (RickyOs or OthelloOs sets or if onethes own)

in La Oficina,consulting Libraries, searching Admin & patien

records, eating/meeting in the Dining Room

Pursuing earlier leads (records, tunnels, staff mements, or

specific in-patients)

Examining the emerging Twsha medical mystery (LGil, Dr.

Zorrilla, Dolores Garc'a, or related cases)

Speaking with, following, shadowing, or tracing k&§PCs

Sleeping or resting briefly in their Visitors quats

Drawn toward Mazorra disturbances such as raised ies,

arguments, vehicle arrivals, or gunfire




Mazorra Facions Timetable August 12th 1933

. Jerem’as
- Lt Col. Vives+ Mazorra ~ ; P
Time . : OEecutioner®
RN Yani cabal Paients Yebama
Vives hears A-B-C  El Reyhears the Leader of the
radio story of same broadcast and Leopard Man Cult

MachadoOs planned quietly gathers a few recovering from last
07:00 resignation; attempts OcourtiersO to make nightOs grave

to contact Spanish  plans injuries in the Old
embassy but circuits Laundry pavilion
are overloaded. Temple HQ
Embassy reached but The Generahoticing Conscious and
cannot send car. reduced Mazorra stronger after

Vives approaches  guard numbers & consuming his
11:00 Yaniz about obtaining patrols summons his borfima magic elixir

a vehicle to leave captains for

Mazorra with the two discussing possible

Special Children. war plans

Yaniz discreetly HZctor @he Cultists bring news

contacts the German MadonnaQyains new from the wards.

consulate while influence among Learns of events in
12:30 appearing cooperative selected patients and Habana; ditto

with Vives; Nazi a few sympathetic ~ mounting tensions

military attachZ there staff frightened of the inside the Mazorra.

sceptical. chaos in Habana.

Vives presses Yaniz Varona reacts badly Predicts Gand’a wil

again for transport.  to rumours of flee Mazorra

Yaniz claims aride is MachadoOs return ar tonight; begins
15:00 being arranged escapes her pavilion; planning revenge o

though conditions in  window bars the Porra.

Havana are chaotic. mysteriously brittle &
easily broken

German consulate  Patients grow bolder Sends word through
agrees to send a car as staff authority cult members
after dark for Yaniz & weakens. Varona among staff to
the children. Yaniz  learns OMachadoO is quietly release
tells Vives transport isin the Manse and selected Leopard
arranged. @16:45 enters via the Cult patients after

vine trellis to the 2d  dark.

floor Juliet balcony.

17:00 News that President Machado has fled Quba triggers these and
other factions into making their move now or later this evening.

16:00

~06:30 a.m. Dr. ZorrillaOs Transformation

Upon waking early in his room at La Oficina Dr. Zorrilla
notices a disturbing change. Patches of his skin no
longer blanch normally under pressure. When he
examines them with a penlight, portions of the tiss ue
appear faintly translucent, impossibly revealing
structures beneath the skin.

KeeperOs Note: ZorrillaOs Twsha Transition. His
realization triggers a mandatory SAN roll (1D3 / 1D6)
(starting SAN 65; see AoM #241 ). Daily SAN checks
begin thereafter. If the SAN roll fails with a loss of 5+

in a single roll or 13+ in a day , Zorrilla suffersa  Bout
of Madness: Manic Intellectual Fixation. Rather than
panic, he experiences exhilaration mixed with dread

and reframes the infection as Oa once-in-history
opportunity.O For 1D10 hours (or assume 8) he
becomes intensely analytical:

¥ feverishly documenting symptoms
¥ planning self-experimentation

¥ treating the infection as a scientific discovery
He gains a Bonus Die on Science rolls, but suffers a
Penalty Die on all social interactions & cautious

judgement. If No Bout of Madness occurs, Zorrilla s till
develops one compulsive behaviour:

¥ Yearning / loneliness: he seeks the company of
sympathetic individuals who can help him examine an d
hide the his changes. This draws him toward RN

Yolanda Heres , his romantic partner.

Troubled by the strange changes in his skin, Dr. Zo rrilla
leaves La Oficina for M1, intending to find RN Yolanda

Heres, whose shift ended at 07:00. He is unaware of the
nightOs disturbances. Ignoring uneasy activity near the
entrance, he goes upstairs. The third floor is chao tic,

with guards conferring and damage evident. Staff
inform him that Heres collapsed during the night.

Zorrilla encounters Chief RN Beatriz Montalvo, who had
come after being alerted by Dr. Prats. Montalvo,

studying him (and shocked by his appearance), expla ins
that RN Heres is recovering from shock after witnes sing
Dr. LlerenaOs murder and is not to be disturbed unt il
Captain Gand'a has questioned her. Stunned, Zorril la

stammers: OWhen she is feeling better, please ask N urse
Heres to meet me in my laboratory.O

Disturbed, he leaves for his auxiliary lab to exami ne his
symptoms, only then recalling Evelio Gil , whom he left
there the previous afternoon, and quickens his pace
When he reaches the corridor, the door is oddly

unlocked. Inside he immediately notices the barrica de
of animal cages and the quarantine warning Gil plac ed
outside the laboratory. Zorrilla pauses briefly and may
listen at the door, but his growing intellectual fi xation
overrides caution. The warning only deepens his
curiosity. He enters his aux. laboratory at 07:15 .

7:15 B 9:00 am: ZorrillaOs Auxiliary Laboratory:

Assuming the PCs respected GilOs warning about

contagion through touch or residue, Investigators ¢ ould
have set up an impromptu quarantine in the Auxiliar y
LabOs bunkroom and archive and allow him to sleep

there. They may have set a watch with one or more of
them present with the door closed for privacy for h im.

[nb. Dolores Garc’a may also be present on 2 nd cot with
room divider if sheisinthe lab ]



When Zorrilla pushes through the doors leading to h is
lab any Investigators immediately notice he appears
pale, exhausted, and slightly unsteady.

KeeperOs Note: Spot Hidden reveals across his forearms

and neck faint translucent patches are visible almo st as
bad as Gill®s; SAN roll (0/1D3)
Seeing strangers in his laboratory surprises & irri tates

him. OACaramba! What are you doing in my laboratory ~ ?
Has something happened to Evelio Gil?O

If the Investigators mention GilOs condition or poi nt out
Zorrilla®s own uncanny lesions, his annoyance quick ly
shifts to fascination. OContagious? Then we must
document this immediately.0 Because of his growing
intellectual fixation he may approach the Investiga

too closely while speaking, apparently unconcerned

about contagion. Unless someone stops him, he
attempts to move toward the bunkroom where Gil is

resting. If warned about infection he pauses briefl Y,
then replies with scientific curiosity rather than alarm.

tors

~07:30 am Evelio Gil & Dr. Ramon Zorilla

KeeperOs Note: Mutual Recognition of TwshaOs Effect:
(Each must make a SAN roll (0/1D3) upon recognizing
the transformation in the other.

¥ Zorrilla Success : Remains coldly analytical,
comparing symptoms to his own and viewing the
phenomenon as a breakthrough.

¥ Zorrilla Failure : May enter a Bout of Madness
(Manic Intellectual Fixation ). Becomes recklessly
experimental, proposing invasive and dangerous
investigations (e.g., expanded tissue sampling, sel f-
experimentation, lesion stimulation). Dismisses all
concerns about contagion.

¥ Gil Success : Maintains composure & immediately
prioritizes containment (gloves, masks, distance,
quarantine).

¥ Gil Failure: May enter a Bout of Madness ( Panic
Containment Behaviour ), including sealing the
room, forcing others out, or destroying
contaminated materials.

If Zorrilla opens the bunkroom door and turns on th e
light, Gil is revealed inside. His condition has wo rsened.

*|

Across his forearms, hands, and neck irregular patc hes
resemble skin stretched over  frosted glass. Beneath

them the shapes of muscle and tendon shift faintly. The
edges of the lesions spread slowly in crystalline p atterns
like frost creeping across a windowpane.

Gil awakens slowly. When he realizes Zorrilla is pr esent

and is afflicted too he becomes alarmed. He urgentl y

insists that no one touch him, including Zorrilla, and
that no one touches his colleague. He urges everyon eto
use gloves, cloth masks, and distance. Gil asks for
bandages from the first aid kit and wraps his arms
himself. He also asks if anyone fed the guinea pigs that
morning.

Investigators Studying the Medical Mystery

One of the Investigators, Dra. Isabela Coutinho, has
seen something like this before. They have their f ield

notes about their experience the year before. [See
handouts], which they can share. She had made a
confidential memorandum to the League of Nations
Medical Committee last December: OPreliminary
Observations on a Rapidly Fatal Disorder in the
Yucatan and other Caribbean Locations Characterized

by Progressive Cutaneous Translucence and Possible
Communicability,®



SIDEBAR UNLOCKNG THE SECRHS OF THE TWSHAThe Twsha
elixir is not merely a toxin or contagion. Carefoibservation suggests
it causes a staged transformation of the human bodpr a purpose.
Subtle differences between victims hint at methodso slow or
redirect it. Clues lie hidden in clinical observatns, behavioural
study in patient wards, lab bench work, and studytd forbidden
traditions. Those medically or scientifically atigd Investigators
who dare may reconstruct its terrible biology. NeRtOM Issue: the|
Investigator Research Tree and experiments needed to unlock.

If the Investigators wish, one or more may conduct a
more careful clinical examination of Evelio Gil and
Roman Zorrilla [and  Dolores Garcia if decided she is
present too]. They may document the skin changes,
sketch or photograph the translucent flecks, check

pulse and temperature, or attempt simple laboratory
tests. Skin scrapings from one of the translucent
patches can be examined under a microscope.
Investigators might also expose lab animals to affe
tissues or begin simple behavioural observations,
especially if they previously noticed his unusual
reactions to light or sound.

their

cted

KeeperOs Note: Preliminary Investigations: Microscopic
examination is tricky for usual staining unless Medicine
roll Hard s uccess; this reveal tissue that appears altered
rather than infected; something structural is happe ning

known to
the

to Gil & ZorrillaOs tissues, itOs not an infection
contemporary 1933 medicine. On a Fumble

Investigator misinterprets the findings as atypical

smallpox. Acting quickly, they attempt a precaution ary
vaccination but injection site soon becomes one of the
same translucent patches, revealing that the condit ion is

something far stranger;
costs 0/1 SAN .

Wwitnessing this impossibility

The subject of practical containment planning may

arise. The investigators may debate whether Gil &
Zorrilla should remain in the Auxiliary Lab, be mov edto
an isolation room in M1, or be kept hidden until th ey
understand the risk. Both Mazorra staff will say th atthe
Mazorra asylum is already unstable with rumours
about Machado, they should keep the incident quiet
and restrict who is allowed into the lab area.
KeeperOs Option: Dolores Garc'a in the Aux Lab
If the Keeper decided that OThe Beautiful Murderess
who escaped the Female Violent/Refractory Pavilion,
followed Evelio Gil & hid in the Aux Lab, her disco very
creates a far more volatile situation than Gil. Wh ile Gil
cooperates. Dolores usually does not. Investigators may
reasonably keep Dolores temporarily isolated in the lab
until  they decide what to do. Dolores may accept
temporary refuge in the lab rather than returning t o her

pavilion if told she may be ill/contagious, fear ma y
prompt brief compliance (  Persuade ; cooperation for 2d6
hours).If she refuses or  Persuade roll fails:

¥ Sedation: A mild sedative ( Medicine roll, géh) may
calm her long enough to contain and to observe

¥ Restraints:  If violent or attempting to flee (especially
after witnessing Gil transform), they may restrain her to
the cot or improvise restraints (bandages, straps),
common practice in institutions of the period.

(09:00D12:00) Capt. Gand’a Under Pressure

The events of the night & early morning leave Gand’ a
unsettled. The Visitors have now been present at
multiple incidents he cannot fully control or expla
LlerenaQs earlier insinuations linger, now even mor
by his death. At the same time, Director MachadoOs
unexplained absence creates gaps in authority. Othe r

in.
e so

concerns press in: compromised staff, divided loyal ties,
Visitors with personal ties to MazorraOs dead, & tw overy
dangerous missing patients, one who wants him dead.

Gand’'a moves to contain the situation: if the Visit ors
are involved, they must be watched. If not, they re main

witnesses to be managed. They are no longer merely
guests.

Making a decision, at 09:00 he invites Inspector

Hargreaves to accompany him to M1 OEas a
professional courtesy,0 framing the visit as a form al
review of Dr. LlerenaOs death; his tone is polite b ut
unmistakably an order. HeOll also ask that a second
Investigator, the well-spoken and urbane Cuban Sr.

Alejandro Vargas , join the Inspector and he to assist
with translation and Olocal context.O



KeeperOs Note: A successful Psychology roll will reveal
that Capt. Gand'a believes he is containing the two

Investigators by controlling their access. In pract ice, he
has concentrated them at the key points of contradi ction.
Inside M1, Gand'a permits limited examination of th e

3rs floor crime scene, now under guard, & allow the m
ask questions of others  except RN Heres. Hargreaves
may inspect the body of Dr. Llerena and in situ
surroundings, while Sr. Vargas translates exchanges
with staff and Lic. Castellanos for him. Once
photographs are taken, they may do a brief examinat

at the scene before body sent to morgue.

ion

KeeperOs Note !"Castellanos is reserved but attentive;
Investigators with a successful Psychology roll will note
unusual unease. To Hargreaves early a the scene not ice
inconsistencies are readily apparent; the cervical trauma
is severe, but the scene does not suggest a struggl e,;
something is OoffO about sequence of injury (no rol |
required). Anyone with  Medicine or Forensics (Normal):
body had signs of prior respiratory arrest (cyanosi S); on
Hard success: sequence becomes clear, sedation or
paralysis preceded death; his neck broken after.

While at the M1 crime scene just before he can priv ately
interview RN Heres, Gand’a gets a message that a
Presidential Escort has arrived unannounced, and
President Machado himself has arrived and is inside
DirectorOs Manse! He will hasten & motion to have
two InvestigatorOs join him (so not to have them sp
rumours).

the
the
read

~09:50 Presidential Escort Detours to Mazorra

While travelling from the Presidential Palace towar d
MachadoOs country residence La Nenita near Santiago
de las Vegas the presidential convoy briefly detour s to
and halts at the Mazorra, less than 3 km away from

their destination. Two 1930 Buick 50s and a pair of
Lincoin Model K armoured limousines enter the
grounds under orders of President Gerardo Machado
himself.

The escort informs the astonished Mazorra guards th at
they are delivering rifles and ammunition to be sto red
at the asylum in case unrest spreads from Havana, a nd
after rolling down the window to see President Mach ado
himself, they hastily open the gate. The two armour ed
limousines drive towards the DirectorOs Manse and
park, while the other two escort cars roll slowly t hrough

the WomenQs Department gate.

KeeperOs Note: Investigators on the scene can follow the cars
which stop outside the Od Laundry Paviion. Two long wooden
crates labelled FUSILES, two smaller marked
CARTUCHOS, and one boxy-case with no label are
unloaded an carried inside. Spot Hidden to note labels
and quantities; Spanish or E DU tointerpret; Firearms or
Military Science to assess contents; &  Stealth to
observe unseen

During the stop over, Machado briefly leaves his
limousine and enters the DirectorOs Manse, where he is
greeted by Esperanza Hidalgo-Gato , the DirectorOs
secretary, whose surface composure remains entirely
undisturbed.

KeeperOs Choice: Any Investigators with Esperanza
during his visit will be told to wait in her office with the door
shut; Listen allows them to hear their conversation.

He enters, freshens up, & then waits in his cousin® s fan
cooled office while his escort finishes its busines S

elsewhere [see SIDE-BAR: PRESIDENTIAL ESCORT SECRET NUSSION

ate
the

Discovering from Esperanza that the DirectorOs priv
telephone has a direct line to Habana that bypasses
switchboard, Machado places a call.

Esperanza withdraws discreetly to her stenographer® s
desk on the far side of Ehe room, but she catches
fragments of the PresidentOs conversation:

¥ OYesE the papers are secure.O
¥ ONo, not there. Somewhere safer.O
¥ OWhen the situation settles, we  will recover them.O

KeeperOs Choice:
pedal control on her
onto a wax transcription cylinder in her office ar

Esperanza can discretely use a foot
Dictaphone ™ to turn on & record
ecording

of the complete conversation from the built-in wire -tap
used to help accurately type transcripts for her bo SS.
Machado hangs up the telephone and lights a cigaret te.

Esperanza brings him iced water and answers a few
casual questions about the hospital and his second
cousinOs whereabouts. When she carefully explains t hat
Director Machado has been called away on business i n
Habana very late last night, the President laughs
mirthlessly. He tells her with a tired smile in Spa nish:

OLike my cousin, | too am temporary leave of my usu al
responsibilities. Except | am not waiting in Haban a but
will continue on to my hacienda outside Santiago de las
Vegas along theroadto Managua to await the will of the
people.O Then, almost as an afterthought OMy wife  will



be pleased at least that I finally remembered the _San
Crist—bal medal she gave to bring along for the journey.O
During the conversation, Machado inadvertently reve als
several things he likely did not intend to share:

¥ certain govt, records already removed from Habana
¥ trusted men have OEplaced them where no one
would ever think to look.O

¥ he believes the present crisis will pass & that
will still need strong order from a strong man agai

OCuba
n.0

Some minutes later Capt. Alberto Gand’a arrives in
haste (along with the two PC/Investigators). Seeing
Machado himself in the DirectorOs Office, Gand'a is
momentarily stunned and begins offering apologies f
not greeting him at the gate.

or

Machado waves the apologies aside with tired
impatience. ONo ceremony, Captain. | am merely
passing through.O

Shortly afterward one of the escort guards appears at

the doorway. Machado rises and follows him out.

KeeperOs Note: A brief, controlled encounter with
President Machado may occur. He appears fatigued,
distracted, and preoccupied with events beyond the
hospital. Esperanza makes the introductions in Engl

OSu Excelencia, el Presidente Machado. Inspector Li
Hargreaves, formerly of LondonOs Scotland Yard. Se—  or
Alejandro Vargas, benefactor of the Mazorra.O Geral do
Machado shakes their hands, & will say to the two o f
them: OYou will discover that Mazorra contains many

ish.
onel

truths. The difficulty is not finding themEbut deci ding
which are permitted to matter.O He smiles, already
turning away. If either presses him even slightly, he

frowns: OSuch questions are dangerous since you might
learn an unpleasant answer. | trust you will conduc t your
inquiries with discretion, Se—ors. The Mazorra is a
hospital for sick minds, not a courtroom.O

A Spot Hidden will have Investigator(s) notice that the
escort guardOs gloves and sleeves are dusted with b
coal dust, suggesting the escort men have recently
inside one of the hospitalOs industrial buildings. If they
miss, this Esperanza will notice this, but will onl y share
this information if she trusts the Investigators, and only

out of GandiaOs presence.

lack
been

The President returns to his limo, gives Esperanza,
Capt. Gandia (and any others) a half wave, and then
car door closes and the convoy depart the Mazorra.

the

SIDEBAR - PRESDENTIAL ESC®RT SECRETMISSDN: Two long
wooden crates marked in stencilled letterind"USILES (rifles) and
two smaller are markedCARTUCHOScartridges) are unloaded and
carried into the abandonedOld Laundry Paviliormnd are laid inside
the empty coal bunker adjoining the boiler room, aarea long
unused since the laundry plant was shut down. Eadiifle crate
contains eight brand new 1903 Springfield rifles. e two
ammunition boxes contain bandoleers of .30-06 caittges,
wrapped in paper packets, 3000 rounds in total. By also carry a
smaller heavier steel document chest Inside the Her room, the
real purpose of their visit. They briefly acces$éd concealed

"#l

Mazorra Vaultdrop mechanism, disguised as part of an obsoletﬂ
furnace assembly, and deposit carefully through thieinged drop
shelf labelled Waste in Spanish. Once latched & dhes tilted
forward, the chest inside slides down onto concealgollers roughly
thirty feet into the hidden vault chamber below. RE chest contains
sensitive regime records removed from the Palaceghmorning, too
heavy for air evacuation. The files include

¥ Porra intelligence files and arrest lists

¥ financial ledgers documenting regime payments anribes

¥ correspondence with American bankers & arms supets

¥ draft political agreements with Spanish CEDA figgs involved in
a prospective shadow government

¥draft secret agreements with HitlerOs Nazi Germaanyd
MussoliniOs PNF Italian governments with signatueésoth men

(~10:30) Capt. GandiaOs change of plans

After the PresidentOs sudden appearance & abrupt
departure, Gand’a maintains outward control. He

orders the grounds closed to all unnecessary traffi c,
claiming that unrest in Habana may soon spread to t he
countryside. He also directs Insp. Hargreaves & Sr.

Vargas to assist Lic. Castellanos in the Dactyloscopic

Laboratory , indicating he will join them shortly after
attending to Ourgent correspondence.O

Instead, he returns to the SuperintendentOs Manse t o)
review the Atares Fortress telegram. Decoding the
message takes several minutes. When complete, its
implications are immediate and personal: reprisals

against the Porra are imminent. His priorities sudd enly
changed, Gand'a loses all interest in solving the m urder
of Dr. Llerena, and focuses on preventing his own.

(10:30 onward) Castellanos® Dactyloscopic Lab

Insp. Hargreaves and Sr. Vargas join Lic. Israel
Castellanos in his Dactyloscopic Laboratory inside La

Oficina. Castellanos works methodically, assuming
Gand’a will return shortly (n.b. Other Investigator s may
arrive during this period).

Without Gand’'a present, Castellanos is more open,
though still precise. He demonstrates via photos
(Investigators with  Medicine, Science, Psychology, Law,
or Spot Hidden may assist and confirm):

1.! Cervical injuries are severe, but respiratory arres t
appears primary & unexplained by morphine
2.1 Close-up photos show a 2nd injection site, likely

post-sedation



3.1 YobamaOs fingerprints are present on the victim,
but absent entirely from the neck splint, not
smeared or partial.

He offers: OThe sequence does not align. Respiratio  n
fails firstE  then trauma. That is the wrong order. The
evidence is incomplete.O

If corroborated by the Investigators, he proceeds w ith
planning an autopsy in the M1 temporary morgue, and

run further tests, withholding further conclusions

pending confirmation. Only after 20D30 minutes do h e
and the Investigators realize Gand’a has not return ed.
|

(08:00 B 15:00) Dr. VielaOs Gambit

After surviving an attempted murder in his quarters ,
witnessing the dinner chaos, and learning of Dr.
Llerena®s death, Dr. Arturo Vilela becomes convinced
something larger is unfolding at Mazorra. Not the
supernatural itself, but someone using its appearan ce
to spread fear, confusion, and silence. Believing t he
visiting Investigators may be the only people he ca n
trust, & encouraged by Elda, he quietly approaches
them when he finds at least two inside La Oficina, such

as when at a meal. He now wears a carefully sewn bl ack
shoulder brace. OWhatever is happening here, it is not
madness,O he tells them. OAnd if we pretend that it is,

more people will die.O

KeeperOs Note: VilelaOs black cloth brace he wears on his
shoulder was sewn by Elda Real and conceals a hidde n
pouch where her derringer she gave him is secreted,
Hard Spot Hidden to detect.

Vilela offers the Investigators cautious assistance

¥ Access to selected patient records: He has
keys to the file room in  La Oficina and can
discreetly provide restricted case notes and

transfer records.

Information on RN Rafael Y#niz: Vilela believes
Yi*niz is behind the abuse of vulnerable patients

& hospital stocks of morphine disappear only

when he is around. Over 12 months he has kept

a notebook documenting incidents, names, dates,
and unexplained injuries (including Violet del
Sagrario, later sister of one PC ) & odd interactions
with f visitors (from Spain, Italy & Germany).
Warning about Gand'a: Vilela knows Mazorra is
being used as a !political holding facility. Some
Opatients® brought in by Machado-ist authorities
later disappear, their files altered or removed.
Gand’a uses the violent patient/orderly Yobama

for intimidation or even execution

A desperate proposal:  Vilela suggests staging his
own death! They could use the body of an
unfortunate patient already in the morgue & get

one of his colleagues to make out a certificate

and swap out his finger prints files for the other.
Declared dead, attacks on him would stop. He

'3

would be able to move through Mazorra disguised
as a maintenance worker & from hiding he could
observe staff movements & gather evidence. !

KeeperOs Note: A successful Psychology roll reveals
Vilela is genuinely fearful but controlled. He beli eves
what he is saying, but is selectively presenting
information. A Hard success notes a shift: his thinking
is becoming more extreme. The proposal to stage his
death reflects desperation rather than careful plan ning.

~15:45 The Unexpected Return

Gand’'a is in his SuperintendentOs Manse, feeding
incriminating documents from his safe into his

fireplaceOs it fire. His passport, cash, & travell erOs
checks are all safe in his inside coat pocket. The grate
is already thick with ash. He stirs the burning pap ers
until they catch fully, pound the ash, and adds ano ther
papery bundle when his office communicator buzzes.

OCapt. Gand’a here.O

OMain Gate, sir. Two vehicles just entered the grou nds.O
OYou remember my ordersNO

OVes, sir. But itOs the Presidential Limo & Escort  again.O

A pause. OTheyOve parked outside the DirectorOs Man se.O
Gand’a: OIOm on my way.O

By the time Gandia reaches the DirectorOs Manse fou r
men in Federal Police uniforms have stepped from th e

familiar Lincoln K limousine with the Cuban flag af fixed
to the front on a little pole. A fifth figure emerg es from
the rear seat wrapped in a blanket that conceals hi sface
but not their linen suit. Escorted closely by his p ersonal
guards, the figure walks unsteadily into the Manse.

Five more Federal Police exit the Buick staff car. Two
remain with the vehicles while the others unload fo ur
suitcases, two from each car, and carry them toward the
house. During the transfer one case suddenly fails at

the hinges. Bundles of U.S. currency spill onto the
ground, the green-edged stacks unmistakable. The
guards hastily repack the money and carry the damag
case inside.

ed



Captain Gand’'a and several Mazorra Porra guards

witness the incident from roughly fifty feet away. One of
his Mazorra guards whistles softly at the spilled b undles
of American currency. ODollars,0 he mutters in Span ish.

OIf theyOre twentiesE about two thousand per bundle .0
Gand'a says nothing. From the size of the cases and

the scattered stacks he has already made his own

estimate: nearly one hundred thousand dollars per

suitcase.

KeeperOs Note: Alerted Investigators attracted to the

return of the Presidential Escort can also watch th e scene,
and use Accounting, Credit Rating , or Hard Spot Hidden to
detect the denominations on the currency bundle str aps
of American currency and can make the same estimate S.

The escort commander approaches but stops several
paces short. Speaking in Spanish, he tells Gandia t

the President is indisposed and requires rest and
privacy. He will need petrol for their vehicles bef
continuing their journey after nightfall. The roads
unsafe now for the President to travel.

hat
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Gand’a studies him for a moment and then nods. OOf
course. The President will have privacy here. | wil | have
petrol brought.O After a brief pause, he adds, almo st
casually, ODoes his Excellency requires a physician 20

ONo. The President must rest. No one is to disturb him.O

~16:00 Directors Manse Invasion

Esperanza is typing personal correspondence when

the Presidential escort arrives unexpectedly at the
Manse. Through her open office door a group of
uniformed men and another in a white suit with his

head covered by a blanket. Four of them, including the
blanketed figure head on past down the Long Gallery ,
& head upstairs. With them are four suitcases, one of
which is carried in the arms of one, visibly broken

The escort commander spotting the DirectorOs
Secretary questions her briefly & demands access to
an outside telephone line. She leads him to the
DirectorOs Office & points to the desk telephone.
Esperanza learns his name, Teniente  (Lieutenant)
Esteban Cordero  ofthe Cuban Federal Police. His men

join him, others return downstairs do likewise, lea ving
the mystery man & the four cases upstairs.

The men remain in the DirectorQOs private office and Lt.
Cordero request food, drink, and access to a radio. She
points to the floor-standing console Philco radio i n the
room, uses her phone connected to the Main
Switchboard to order food and wine from the Canteen

She deliberately leaves her own line off the hook w ith
the aid of a pencil, knowing that Teresa or her
daughter Tessa at the switchboard will quietly list en.

"%!

She returns to her typing, and at the same time, sh e
discreetly activates the dictation cylinder recorde r
connected to the DirectorOs desk telephone using th e
foot pedal beneath her desk. The food arrives & she
brings the baskets into the inner office for the es

and they shut the door again. From fragments of the
overheard telephone calls & conversation she learns

cort,
ir

Machado has already fled Cuba by plane

She doesnOtlearn man upstairs his body double
The escort were meant to follow on a second
aircraft, but no plane arrived

Their orders were to deposit the suitcases in a
Ovault dropO; betrayed, they intend to keep the
money & divide it after they leave after dark

The suitcases contain total of $USD 400,000
One case has its metal hinges have corroded
strangely by something none can explain.

¥
¥
¥

KeeperOs Note: Investigators near the Main Switchboard,
or who have tapped the line via the adjacent electr
room can learn most of what Esperanza learns with a
successful Listen roll except about the  Vault Drop; the
sound is a little muffled and they have to be caref ul since
any sound they make can be heard as well by Lt. Cordera
& his men. They may also try to sneak into Manse or be
there already for permission slips, KeeperOs Choice

ical

The conversation ends abruptly as the crash of
overturned furniture echoes from the floor above. T
seven Federal Police officers fall silent. Lt. Cord
snaps off the radio while two men rush into the
hallway and sprint upstairs.

he
era

Seconds later gunshots echo from the upper floor!

All the remaining officers draw their weapons and r
along the Long Gallery toward the Great Staircase.
the same moment the speaker on EsperanzaOs desk
crackles to life; the MazorraOs PA system unexpecte
broadcasts the 5 p.m. Habana station P.W.X. news.

ace
At

dly

~16:45 The Artist & the False President

Isabella Varona, the MazorraDs seemingly prophetic
Omad artistO, stealthily climbs the vine-coveredtr  ellis of
the DirectorOs Manse to the Juliet balcony above. S he
is certain that dark conspirators have hidden Macha do
here, and that she alone must free him. She had fre ed
herself from her confinement finding that the bars on
her art-room window had mysteriously rusted into
powder which snapped like breadsticks when tested.

The balcony doors are locked, but when Isabella
Varona presses the brass latch it oddly crumbles ju
like her window bars did. She slides into a dim stu
and then into a room beyond, where a middle-aged
man in a white linen suit sleeps on a four-poster b ed,
his holster and pistol on the bed beside him. In th edim
light he looks like her Geraldo: the same features but

st
dy



more lined, the same round spectacles. Varona freez es
with relief; her long-lost love has taken refuge he re!
She moves beside him silently and kisses him gently

The man, Salvatore Mendez, MachadoOs body double,
wakes in confusion. OWho are you?O he demands.

Varona whispers that she knew they were keeping him

from her. When he insists that she leave, her mind
resolves the contradiction instantly: their enemies
must have hurt, no, changed him! She embraces him
desperately, covering him with frantic kisses as he
tries to rise. There is a crackle from an overhead
speaker as if timed to the two tumbling from the be d
onto the floor in a heavy crash.

A minute later pounding begins at the locked door

while two other escort guards rush in from the terr ace
& stop short at the bizarre scene: President Machad 00s
body double is sprawled on the floor, his face pock ed

with lipstick kisses, a trickle of blood oozing fro m his
head (n.b. stunned from the fall from hitting his head)

while a wild-eyed woman in a tight dress kneels ove r
him.
Varona glares hate at the others; her beloved is un der

attack! She snatches the .45 from the holster &
squeezes the trigger. The escort guards dive for co  ver
as glass shatters & shots crack through the room.

Then the words from the ceiling overhead speaker
suddenly register OE It is now confirmed President Gerardo
Machado has fled Cuba by airplane to the Bahamas. Agoss
Havana EO Varona stares down at the man in the white

suit laying on the floor. The eyes are wrong. The f ace
is younger. The voice now from the man trying to si

up protesting is not GeraldoOs at all. Their enemie s
have stolen him away again!

Aiming her .45 at the cruel pretender (who faints a t
this), at the last moment she moves her harm slight ly
& fires one last shot into the now splintering door to

scatter those wanting in. Varona bolts across the
terrace. Still holding the gun, she swings over the

"&!

railing, and disappears down the trellis. By the ti me
more Escort guards reach the room, she has vanished

~17:00. Porra vs Porra

The Presidential/Porra escort guards who rushed
upstairs find chaos in the DirectorOs bedroom after

bashing down the door finally. Salvatore Mendez, th e
PresidentOs body double, lies unconscious on the
carpet, two Porra escorts down on the terrace doorw ay
unmoving.

The remaining money filled suitcases have all spill ed
their contents onto the floor in an untidy heap as their
metal hinges and other framework collapses into dus t.

Close to half a million dollars in green brick-like
bundles are scattered all over the floor!

Captain Gand’a arrives moments later with six men o f
his own attracted from the sound of gunfire from
within the Manse; following them are one of the

Presidential two escort guards who had been watchin g
their cars. One glance at the scene is enough:
President Machado is lying motionless on the floor next

to a fortune of spilled green American currency
bundles, two other presidential escort guards are
down, and the others with guns drawn are at the
scene!

OATraici—n!Gsomeone shouts behind him in a baritone
voice with trace of Creole. And then a gunshot crac ks.

In the confined room the response is immediate and
catastrophic. For the next few seconds pistols flas h,
men fall like sacks of raw sugar or dive for cover.
Within seconds the bedroom fills with smoke,
splintered wood, and screaming accusations.

When the firing stops with both Capt. Gandia & Lt.
Cordero shouting, many Porra lie dead or wounded.

DirectorOs Manse: Bedroom Shootout Outcome

Serious Light
Group Dead Waunds TS Unhurt
Escort Porra (9) 2 2 3 3
Pres. Body Double - - - Unconscious
Mazorra Porra 1 1 1 4

(Gand'a + 6)

And somewhere beyond them, in the darkness, Baron

Kriminal laughs his baritone laugh.

To Be Continued



COMMENTS
E&A #8 & #9

MYLES CORCORAN: Sheesh, | forgot the R in your
CORVID-y name Myles! My bad; | immediately
upgraded my lastish and passed on to Jim V. to reme dy
this. Re Blindsight; |recalled the ideas were fascinating,
but had reflected that there wasnOt a likeable pers onin
the novel! ! Because of your compelling write-ups for
Mausritter | splurged and bought myself the boxed set!
SCRIBBLE M. HORROR:  Howdy!

BRIAN ROGERS : UofTOs law school passed on her, but
LaurenOs not too disappointed. SheOs accepted Osgood
Hall Law School (York U.) offer.  1tOs ranked #3 in Canada,
and is also in Toronto. A Reddit admissions subgroup
was abuzz about the weird process was this year;

persons with lower marks, LSAT scores &

extracurriculars than hers & others she did bizarre ly
got offers, but they were older & had prior careers . She
was accepted at WesternOs law school too & they off  ered
a $25k first-year scholarship that would have paid for

tuition & books, which soothed her ego tremendously

JOHN REDDEN: Kudos for your recent AVR. Snerk at
Robot Rosie. Thanks for your compliments on my latest
Habana Horror/Horrors of the Mazorra write-up, which
IGve spent working on longer than anything before.

PEDRO PANHOCA DA SILVA & CAMILA LOUREN,O
PANHOCA: | RAE your English language article in The
Text (July 2023) OFrom Page 1 to Many OthersO.

LISAPADOL: RYCTM on Dr. Llerena : He will show up
unless he is dead; no ghosts or rolling cadavers! IOm

trying not to assume he has survived so as to minim ize
any accusations this scenario is nailed on rails & give
some player agency but | still have to find a non-

clumsy way to explain more clearly this is an optio n.

Re Esperanza: Esper/Espy has become a favourite
NPC of mine for this scenario too.

PATRICK ZOCH: Re acrylic paint markers ; | did a few
coats on these horse miniatures but noticed as you did
that getting into crevices is tricky. They do seem to be
good for doing edges (e.g. leather harness).

JIMVASSILAKOS: RYCTM re LlerenaOs initial reactions;

I may change his reactions to closer to align to yo ur
suggestion of shock at the time, and only later doe s he
think to blame the PCs and pretend it was not
supernatural. RYCT EIf: | seem not to have either of
those back issues of AoM (! ). Though | have the print
versions, and | was especially surprised how well |
articulated my thoughts on how we can use RPGs in
novel educational ways in my essay OFlight From
ModernityO.

ATTRONARCH: Again, no PC deaths! WhatOs wrong? "

ROGER BW: RYCTM 10m afraid those new illustrations
now look to me like stills from a modern TV show; m odern
actors simply cannot properly replicate the look of actual
people of the 1930s, and this system is clearly tra ined on
a mixture of images.  Thanks for the comments on the
illustrations. One clarification may help. The NPC
images in the last few Age of Menace issues were not
generated Ofrom scratchO in a generic modern style.
They were derived directly from period source mater ial,
primarily black-and-white photographs from late-192 Os
and early-1930s Cuban magazines; Social, Bohemia , &
Cartales . These were low-resolution copies, so | used Al
tools to upscale & colourize them, and then to
composite multiple figures into shared scenes.

My goal was historical fidelity rather than polish:

preserving period-accurate faces, hairstyles, cloth ing,
and social cues that are difficult for purely gener ative
models to convincingly reproduce. One example is th e

NPC Esperanza, based on a 1929  Social photograph of
Senorita Celia Aleida de la Concepci—n Averhoffy S arrf,
a well-documented figure in Cuban high society and
whose father once held a position in MachadoOs cabi  net.

The upper L image is the one | found, & all the oth er
images evolved from that. | went into similar care when
sourcing period photo references for Scotland Yard
inspectors, American photo-journalists, Spanish Civ il
War nurses, Cuban boxers, consulate staff, symbols for
CEDA, etc.

Everyone Else: RAEBNC

March 21st 2026. BCM
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