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Cowman Baloney Face
T HE N EVERENDING SAGA #8

Spring is in the Air, and so are Bombs
by Matt Stevens
8 Hillside Avenue, Goldens Bridge, NY 10526
kent.allard.jr@gmail.com
All art by Me (with help from Rubens on p. 5)
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* 1 think some of our language confuses this issue. We’'ll say “Mercury is the Roman name for Hermes,” for
example, but not “Mercury was the Roman name for Wotan.” They aren’t exactly equivalent -- Mercury had
picked up some Hermes imagery, but nothing from Wotan -- but it still hides the thinking behind it.
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VSRW VLQFH WKLV LV VRPHRQ
GHFDGH DQG ZKR , KDG UHDOO
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NLGGR LV QRZ LQ QRUWKHUQ 1
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FRQFOXVLRQ LV KDUG VLPLO
DQG RSHQ HQGHG VNLOOV YV

LV PH VD\LQJ \RX UH ZURQJ L
LQWHUQHW JDPLQJ ZDV D 'DUZ
WDEOH HYROYLQJ LQ G L4DIa L&)
/*6 $ODUXPV HEFXORURQY EHW
MXVW WKH\ DUH VR YHU\ GLIIH
PH LQWHUURJDWH KRZ PXFK F
JURZLQJ XS LQ SOD\ DV D VRF
LH GRLQJ WKLV RO HDBIV\ RRXG
SRZHUV DV DQ LQVSLUDWLRQ
DELOLWLHV IURP WKHUH )RU

FDQ PRGLI\ WKHVH SRZHUV KR
D ORW Rl SOD\HUV LQ SDUWF
DQG WUXVW EDVHG DV RSSRVH
&KDPSDORQVERWK JDPHV LQLWL
VSRWOLJKW WLPH ZHUHQ W ZH
ILUVW VWHSV SDVW VLGH EDVH
LVVXH HVSHFLDOO\ LQ JHQ
FRPEDWDQWY DUH VXSSRVHG
PREV
UH <&7 $YUDP *UXPHU RQ FRQV
SXW D OLQH RI P\ DJUHHPHQW

SWWURQDUWUWHKE KDV WKH ZRUV
OD\RQQDLVH" 6RPH P\VWHULH
ROQH RI WKH WKLQJV , ORYH DE
WKH ZRUOG LVQ W WKHUH IRU

OLFKHDO &XWDHH5HDGLQJ WKH 4
QRZ WKDW WKLV LV D KRUULEQO
XVHG RQ PH DW D &R& FRQ JDP
LW zZzDV SHUIHFW 6RPH WKLQJ

"\ODQ &DSHOH WUDGH JRRG F
GR PRUH ZLWK WKDW ,W UHRD
'XQJHR® UR\DO EORRG <DZQ
<HV WKLV LV H[DFWO\ KRZ , E
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WKLV YDOOH\ DQG GHFODUHG

SRIJHU %: DOVR HQMR\HG WH
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(DV\ &RPWEBR\'& ZDU ERRNV ZHU
PXFK ORQJHU ODVWLQJ WKDQ
V -DPHV %RQG VXSHU VS\

ZDV WRS QRWFK BXW \RBRNWQREFPHHG %RQXV DV VKH NHSW ZHWW

6ROD@QMGEGD\ IRU WKH ZDUWLPH

%ULDQ OLVLDV]ANR VRUU\ W
=RH V SDVVLQJ 7KDW VXFNV
+DEDQD , ORYH WKH DUHD VS
VDFNV RI UDZ VXJDU FRQJUD

-RVKXD .URQHQJIRDGQIODPPD
'DPQ OL *R UH +HQFKPHQ \R)
FUHDWLQJ 13& DOMMYRURW V &KV
ERWK WKH KRZ JRRG D FOHUL
REMHFWV \RX FDQ FDUU\ VWD
KHQFKPDQ FDQ \RX KDYH , P

VXSSRVHG WR EH RQH SRRO WO

EXW RQH 3& LQ WKH JURXS ZLW
RXW WKHLU KHQFKPHQ 2 5HPX
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KHQFKPHQ KDVQ W EHHQ K
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3DXO +ROPBQXO , DP VR YHU

ODWW 6WHYHHQBLORWLQJ UHJ
SLORW IXPEOHG ZH DOZD\V FU
UH -RNHU HDWLQJ &KLQDOD UM
*UHDWHVW &RPLFV &RPLF

WRZDUGV WKH HQG RI LW WKH
EHLQJ HOHYDWHG WR EHFRPLQ
WKH H[DFW VDPH ZKDW VRUW

&ODUN 7LPPLI®PW IURP LQFKR
KHOSIXO EUHDNGRZQ 7KH HP\K
PDWHULDOV WKH PRUH , VHH L
ELWV EXW DV , NLG , QHYHU V

-RKQ 5SHGGH@R ORYHRUEVEBEBH Q@BQRYHWQG WKH ORRQ B2

VWLOO KDYHQ W VKRZQ LW WR
JRLQJ RXW RI KHDUW VXUJHRMV

SWWRQDUWKH\ PDGH LW RXW
,W V DPD]LQJ KRZ RIWHQ 265 Z
DUH XQQHFHVVDU\ EXW \RX

VRPHWLPHYVY WKH\ DUHQ W UMGH
RZLQJ VRPHRQH D IDYRU PHD(
GHDG WKH\ JHW QRWKLQJ $SXKYR

5RIJHU %HOO :HADWW VHULRX
FRQWDFWHG E\ DQ 13&V UHDO
WKH ORRWHG VWDWXHYV DOO

RXWVLGH WKH WRPE DQG QRZL
WKH\ PD\ KDYH UHPDLQV XQNQ

O0\OHV &RUFRUBDXYVUWKWWUZD
OLWWOH YLIQHWTNHR SUR %KXKQ0
ZDWFKHG WKH FRPPHQWDU\ W
KRSH P\ 3%(0 JRW DW OHDVW
EDWVKLW ZHLUGQHVVWV8S$ (5/( SRIU
Rl '"RGJH )LWQHVV , P JXHVVL
WR VRDN GDPDJH VR LW V D W

OLFKDHO &XOMHP VRUU\ WR KH
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R
WKDW ZHUH

FDUHHUV W
VNLOOV WK

EURDG WKHP

\RX UHPHPEHU WKH VWUXFW
B8QLV\VWHKP PAXUBRO *BQLXWD\HE
RGG VNLOOV IRU HDFK LP

EXQGOHV RI VWD

DURXQG WKH LPSOHPHQWDWL
$WKOHWH RU 1HUG

, HQGHG
KDW EURDGO\ H[S
DW DSSOLHG WR \

LI LW DSSOLHG WR ERWK RI MWMKH Kl

H FDUHHUV WKDW

VNLOO XVDJHV VHH EHORZ

Constitution E use for physical resistance, endurance
Intelligence ﬂ_l use for debating, inventing, learning
Perception LI use for persuading, searching, instinct
Willpower 3 | use for commanding, resisting

tests are 1d10 + 1 of the above + relevant qualities bonus
Initiative |1_3j(_amhat counts down from high #

!py Bonus 5

Use with all Guns, Influence, Notice, Society, Stealth/Crime,
Travel tests.

Synergy Notice, Stealth/Crime tests are at 7

Speciglization Brawling with Spytech uses this bonus
\|5oidier Bonus 4
Use with Athletics, Brawling, Drive, Motice, Profession,
Stealth/Crime tests,

Speclalization
Begutiful
Add bonus to any social roll with humans

Bonus Is increased to 6 when sex appeal is involved.

Pickpocketing at 6

Extro Bonus 4

Information and Supply Network Extra Bonus 4

Add bonus to gather infarmation or any info rolls after
touching base with contacts in area.

Recruit 8 contact to do legwork/combat for you at -2

Gain Resources 3 when cache accessed

Has powerful background secrets hidden from her allies
These would lead to her exile fram the groups if not her
death at their hands If revealed

Hunted by powerful adversaries
Obligated to assist her employers and their field agents

Nadia Swan Game Mechanics
Type:  Ally Life Levels 12 |
Level: Experienced
XP 1 Drama Pts |
Sex: Female Spytech Uses |
Age: 35 Commeon Actions and Notes
Unarmed Attack 9 tohit, 2 +successes Damage
Spytech Weapon 10 to hit, 6 +successes Damage
Strength 3| use for power, large movements Pistal 10 to hit, 5 +successes Damage
Dexterity 5 | use for precision, grace, aim Rifle 10 to hit, 9 +successes Damage

Defense Rall 10 to avold being hit
Leather duster and durable outfit give her 5 pts of Armor
Success Levels 1d10+ Attribute + Bonuses is...

8 Fall 15 4 very good 27 Blinsane
9 1ladequate 17 5excellent 30 9Heroic
11 2 decent 21 Bextraordinary 33 10 Godlike
13 3 good 24 7 mind-blowing " +3 *1
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Madia Swan's Story

MNadia's life Is 12 years of practical finishing school, 2 years
a soldier and 15 years as a field agent. There's little by way
of esplonage that she doesn't excel at, but she's an expert
at slight of hand and sudden attacks,

Two years of active officer training followed by 15 years as
a revolutionary makes her physically capable, experienced
in war, versed in dose combat and very skilled at scaring
the troops inta action.

Madia is strikingly beautiful in face and farm, but alsa in
carriage and glances - her finishing school knew that a true
lady needed not just God's blessings but years of training
to attract and hold the eye in any circumstance.

Nadia has a broad circle of former lovers whom she can
call on for aid, plus TRA agents (outside Trillinec) and TU
agents (inside Trillinec) she can tap for information, She
has resupply caches of resources across Europe.

MNadia has the secrets of her background, plus that she is
working for both the TRA and TU even with those groups
are enemies with each other,

MNadia's actions breed obligations and enemies. She Is
hunted by the Turducken Junta and the Tsar's foreign
agents. She has obligations to both the TRA and TU.
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KRBE RN PRV OIS 2y IRUPHU ,PSH
U WA o U YAKHY DYERVW HOGLQJ MGk D W

L&EGH RYHUVHHQ E\ VRPHRQH ZLWK P

D&HHUK M UHZ RUKDXYGIGHU KHU EUHDWK
D FR®6W RPQ G HWSKRV RW KRIQ VR & RIXKIHL @
D DVIKVAKEHI ISDUOW KHU QDPH RQ WKH OL
RQ X IW WR 9DDOC
\&HP'EVFH.@QZ %%K%?%Yﬂ@? DU\ EDFNJ
GLGQ W ZDQW WR JLYH WKLV ZHD
SWKHIW DBV OQHRZI D fWRPRUURZ SURE

\Il‘gg @Wg&?ﬁv ZRXOG KDSSH

SRS 500

Y/
D
P

D G ND
ZLWK DQ DGGLWLRQDO SXVK IRU D

AR DY PO WKHS BWME k RPW Y MWVH HQL WLD
G Aok vV R M LWKW HY O ®RE.§PDOOXV

D\ Wi YyWKH OHDG UHTXL
R BN ARER2 %@%W&%KLV VKH W

VV\US%VWUblé%/lL\Oﬂ(/'f_'ﬁ GV\Y\RR hixv D Q
QR RPOPIH KR &K F HL %GGFRXV
Uiy ¥ kB WRRE %W\LNRXVO\
Oﬁ@W&H‘—GV\R@ \ﬁ/ WM KERPRIR G\ KD
WAL THO VA F CP'—WLWHUH\@RUSRVLQ
H®D SHRP PN @b kLPw WKH KDQGV

H®SWDWEHDUVKRXODG\KDYH OHW 5RRND ULS KLV D

+H WXUQHG GRZQ WKH ODXUHO WKUHH W

LPHVTXL]]JHG WKH SOD\HUV RQ PRYLRHRHQH PZHR@W V
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6RPH FUHDWLYH PDQLIHVWYV D FFRXXOBMDBY JVWKHHT XDHYVW QYRR BPDINNH HD U
WUDGHU ORRNLQJ WR WDNH RQ PBHGHY¥ DA WUHTX MWK HRGWMQRVMKHXERR U
5LP ZRUOGV 7KLV JLYHV D SOPXWRIHOHUD[KR X VHH KDY W KOHV DO IHDOWH F
RQ D MRE 7KHLU FRGHV DUH D|F FfAHSHVE B RALADK SKAHOIXPIORE MO DIE QF
RI WKH 7DWRRLQH 3RUW $XWXKRWKH U8RV WLYHUWKH @ XKQ/INKHNQRR
ZKDW LV JRLQJ LQ DQG RXWROWWREY RXWORY WKH ZD\ WDNLQV WK
*UHVERW S$ZAWK\KRVJ FROMNNVDGOGERHUEBY OLVWHQLQJ WR VFUHDPLQ

SHU ,*Q LXV URXJK SODQ WR FRWKHFQO@LIKWYF ZRUFKZRWBDUW IOLFN
EHOORZLSJ LQ $EéVVD IRU KHU W
,Q ORV (LVOH\ WKH\ DSSURDFK} WKH LQIDPRXV &DQWLQ WR

KDYH ,*Q LXV WXUQHG DZD\ GXH W RNW®& 8 WWKHQ R/ IGRIRILKGAN -R$ ROCHIFX L Q
2UGHULQJ 5RLVW-U WR QRW PDNMRIEQ \VH B VXUG B ¥ LKWH.RQH/O IKXS OCH WDV/(

KLV ZDUG WU\ WR JDWKHU LQI
WKURXJK WKH FURZG RUGHU
DSSURSULDWH EULEH WR WKH
SLUDWHV PRYLQJ GRRQLXP :K
VRQ RI &ORL]HQ 9DD]LQM WKH
VKDUHV WKDW KH RQFH |DKHZ \
"H[WR LV DOPRVW LQ WHDUV
3UZHHN GLGQ-W DFFHSW WKH E
LV WKDW &D S Wb Q Q ANMINRHJ BRI A
LQ WKH QH[W FRXSOH GD\V E
PDNH FRQWDFW TXLFNO\ ZKHQ

,JJ\ H[LOHG IURP WKH &DQWL
HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI 2VLP ZK
KXQWHU FOHDULQJ KRXVH IRU

KH ZHUH ORRNLQJ IRU ZRUN IVWR WHVR RA\PK id DAXRIRRH W KB (DI0HQ Q R WKH V

OD\ LV LPSHQGLQJ YLROHQFH
WU\LQJ WR VHW XS VKRS LQ W
9LV LV DSSDUHQWO\ SD\LQJ RX
+XWWV GR DQG $UXUF LV VWU
SULFH ZDU WR OXUH SURGXFV
LPSHQGLQJ YLROHQFH “/RWYV
VHQWLHQW RI \RXU FDOLEHU«Y

$FW
'D\V KDYH SDVVHG IRU WKH 6H{(
VKH-V EHHQ JUL¥XHQQORMH KI [D/W
156 SHPDUNDBEOMWHHG IRU GHFRP
RQ D KDOI FUHZ RIILFHUV
VHDVRQHG DQL&R GO EHAHD UL &0
XQGHU 6HULYVY FRPPDQG IRU WK

7TKH VHQDWRU OHDUQV WKLV L
KRORJUDP IURP &DSWDLQ :HZEH
RYHU QRWHYV RQ KHU GDWDSD
DWWHQWLRQ WR WKH GRRU F

7KLV SUHGW MH U CERBMPER R BIL B g WRVE D

7KLV ZzDV D ERWFK RQ D 6WUHHARVZ&VHIBE
E\ 5RLVW:-U EORZLQJ WKH GRRUV RII WKH

$0ODV IRU HDFK DQG HYHU\ R\QRHXRI /& E PV

SKRWRV RI WKH VLIJQLILFDQWRRMMKHAKADH
HGLWYV KHUH RQ WKH VKLS W\SHDQDHW HRR

+H ZDV FUHDWHG DV D ZLOG GLB FRPSOL

FRDWE R QW RE&R F & RUDAMVDUVW KR @ 6 GH
[S LEFOIX 19 JP XG NV SHHE RIRZHY WIQH FR
EBHIMSH QG HDW NRKH Ll @ IRAUPPDWY L6RIQ LRQ
G SRRV WHG W B/ R PR & H - F RUKIEK S W H
EDUWIBBIGNY \BRXEENR+DSBISRILQI 10
KD B R/IKVHW - V HEWWHW\ JXDUG ZSSUF
DKKHLY K € | RIRARD & WY \QIDQI BXIFODARG W
UE B W ZWGIIQG WEKH LDW E DN L 7-KHOZRIWG
W KMIKIURKO K RXW EO DV W H U+ HE XWD NHDY
W RMVAROQNG 5ARR. \DW PUDRLG) 16W UZ IVQDAQ W RR
, WWARD KW DDJUW K¥YHOR X G HOHFWURQLF
6HULV. KDG Z&WWBRXOBGEH DVVDVV
QR REFDIGVH W RDWEHV kP BEP LI@JIEODF
| FK DOVR DFWV < DV D ERXQW\
0RXWLW®RH,*Q$ 55VRDE&LQJ RNVVLEOXH

D% D ENHRIRMNK ©X®1 9EX O KOLMNK HILV SD\ O
KAV K K DGGRRZQR K B U B WWKKHH +XXAWWW V- Q

DQHARQIQRW WHKUBRWY & RO DIENRE VXY
IV KIDR. X6 W RK IO\R) ESURGRIMIGS P M MY WK W/ U H
RIQFRRR GV R3S R MO AR W ERRIHIDDV X D ¢
2WKH BOQWUW AFIRVQ HIMJGPD \RKKCIBN R\ Y O W Kz
9LV ODVW WLPH DQG \HV WKH +
H[DPSOH RI WKHP VR \HV WKH\ \
D Dy LRAKN Dw » @ HWRKPHY D - W D F
CHYKHLDMWSL WFK +HDULQJ IURP +DSS
P WR/¢ BIRUQIW -UH WDINMW WKHP LQWR
P HVWHhbZ H % P BHWO RQFH WK
D SMOHN RHZEKRLWUH \RX KRZ GILG \R
H w4 DAVOLRR/QH RIQW il P U WY IQRQW K H L U

QgiOH R UWH TV IR b v7 3 B WRMIRFWM &

L z HD! WRW ZKLOHIRSLRIURP 7L
5 WA /0 BERI1 WYV R D Y@ XK WR R kPHK R Ik w
KLPH RU ,QWHOOLJHQFH 2IILFHU

<HW DQRWKHU ZLOG GLH FRPSOLRIDWRY WRKH
0 @ 2#icB WF WHISRRIBIMHRRWK H KV LV ZK\ VKH KDV D
DH[W GIRD YD\ TGLUHFW- FRPEDWD QR WKKU 3UHSDU
W K L ZHID. ROBWB\U WRMWH ZDV D O RPW FRE HELOLRN) DVCKGH |

\DLUDH) V@R BAMK K HRPS B R BMWH)GQ + BOARMHRYWY OHWIRD P H XS 7K
SARKE HE@EWADLIA) F RQIEUPVLW ZDVQ-W SORW UHOHYD

F D WDLQR® JRHQV MVHLIQ H WHKDHI.W WRUD Q V S R QUG H' UIRFORD \
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$FW

$V WKH % :LQJ VKRRWYV ZH VFU
Rl Wkl SHPDUNDHEOHG6HQDWRU
WR FRQVFLRXVQHVV :H VHH

EHLQJ VFRRSHG XS E\ 5RRND

EODVWHG WKURXJK KLP VHHLC
KHU EXUVWLQJ LQWR YLROHQV
.7V HIWLQJXLVKHUV 7KHQ EOD|F
VKH IDOOV 5RRND FROODSVLQ
.HWFK VKXWWOH VHHLQJ WK
ZDLW WKDW ZDV VRPH RQH HOJ\V
WKH VRXQG RI .7-V EHHSLQJ D

%DFN WR WKH SUHVHQW ZKHL
UHWXUQ WR FRQVFLRXVQHVYV

KHU VKXWWOH D Q G5 H/P DRI REROHDP WK VBKHPDU\ FRQFHUQ WKDW KH LC

LQ WKH EDFWD WDQN KROH W
WR KLV $E\WVLQ QDWXUH 5HBD
GLUHPBMY DVRHREOBWRLQH KHU
SRLQW ZRRR @QKBIRBQWXUQV Ki
KHU DVVDVVLQV $0ODV WKH P
GXH WR VRPH FHOOXODU LJQL

ZDV VHYHUHG EHIRUH WK H *RIRG LR

MRE 5RRND p VKH PXWWHUV D

BHYHUDO GD\V ODWHU KHU GDYV
WKH VKRRWHU ZDV DQ (RZO\Q
ZRUOG ZKRVH SHRSOH WRRN W
ZDWHU HVSHFLDOO\ LQ WKH

FDGUH LQ WKH ,6% ZHUH KH
YDQLVKHG DIWHU WKH zZDU ~2.
VKH DGPLWV IRU XVLQJ 0\Q-V
LV WKLV DQ LQGHSHQGHQW KL

QG
&XW WR 7DWRRLQH RUELW zu<W|wUHR|3X|%

Z LW K' RARKPH 6 DODJRRQ FRIQLR R H VL C
+XWW-V % :LQJ RQ WKH RWK HLLF
\RXWK DQG D FDSDEOH SLORW
WKH RQO\ WKLQJ WKDW VDYHV
FRQVLGHU KLP D WKUHDW 7R
WKDQ DQ LUULWDQW DV WKH
%ODRPNMRKIKHOGY DQG WKHQ FU
7KHRRP 6DIGIRRQD FU\SWLF PHV
DORQJ WKH WLJKW FKDQQHO
IUHLJKWHU VXIIHUV D KXOO EU

S5RLVW-U FOHDUV KLV PLQG WL
DW WKH % :LQJV HQJLIQH ¥ WIRQR

MRE KHUH LV GRQH u DV KH WXUQH
HIP® @GsALWEK WKW PHKEXPDOHEN 2QH
9 HORY PO B EPNHG WKHLU GHF
v QRO RMADYWIO\ I HRAV L4V DRFDUJR K
ZW R Gh RINRERIM IORNA IRO®S 1Dl UIKRO @ HW W H
D JL\WR KHH IO/ LRUZR B A R & RVWH.
V E@QHDZWH\NI-VRCE’MPHUW(F(H\M HUSHDALUA\

va 7KHQ DZDNH DJDLQ DV
D\A/V%/

\VWHP
QC?(WWVI@LISQM 2 d\;\/ QIHUHQFH UR
LVW-U

153 50w

RQQJ
U R

,*Q LXV DQG 5 ZKHUH WK
HH&DIDJSQ\MIVMQ &BDSBNHD D@ D UWWD WIKUHW D Z K
+HWVOBUXLVEKWO KRR GRWRRPDHIRYWHYWR |

K EERIX X K HG. \D F EID\DVW) FEQ@ RR'G G 8 W R D
VIUW & WP KO R W BV RL B QMERH VL R IBVQQ K
DLLEULIRQW H-EHPBHIGIWR. QD QWY VRPH RII
H UVRVWWRIPOIW QRIQRW RVKH 6 HQDWH VXEFT
D LD WRGILH/ODKWH KIMQGWQWLILDEO

WLRQ EXWe« WKH DVVDVVLQ.V DUP
3d RWMA P Wivib@w WRRN SODIFH
U WEH VEWS WRRPRYKH LQLWLDO FRQI

PHDO LQ WKH EDQTXHW PHVV WR| D
VOF B B'W DIVQI-X¥OWHPIGY HIZR RRQ ® H B WAL R VS
IV LKIXQFDDDQY DR3 MDKE I Q\N Z& RIORXQBE O L F V
RWWKKHH J RS HE RX/P OLKNLFS GAXKERW DMURY F[X L
6 FoR XOU @ H) W\G ODVQ GD WARD V WLLQHIDW W@ Q| K-
D YWLRO W KRZO MK H DNHH SPDRQ LQIRUPD

W VRR K6 HIPIDUNS ORE DN OD BB UVZH EDFN WR W

OHVFXQG_ $0 XWWHUO\ LVRAD!

WL Y 1w DI'—'%"S AW W E W KR

P H7RRW Wbty VR OHDU WKHLU SUL D
\K/‘&‘RVH R BLoY Wirhs borasiN QW WJI ¢ W QHHW

ORW LQ D VWDUILIKWHU
KLRLLO/I—|V\V\KI41W WK H RA QU QRIQG,R & LW D Q
E HRIDR UQIR ERW QH BV ROQLW B IOWM KP
% FERPBEDQSHARWQW RRIS DA R PEDMMKRKX Q
| S7TSRO WE& HKLHU VOIS H UDKD WVHKHU X6\ MWBIWY YA
VRIK@NJRRQ ®RZLIWIKQ LWKRXJK 6HUL
MHEE &RIURIU H7 MK 16 HVQ D VIR O IQIGK WV

HDRRHYU—R}(W[LQJ] D' 5 bl HDRKGH \G HIVQUG. WK
WKH FRPSDQ) ZKR GRQ-W

Xw%vg@%rsweﬁew E56 B EVEY TR0y

M

UDGLRHG EDFN "2N WKDW ZDV

,-P WU\LQJ WR JLYH 5RRND:V DFOVQ R
SOD\HU ZDVQ-W WKHUH« $0ZD\V LS WKH
5HZDUGLQJ WKH $O DNIQUS/DRRRVIRD YK H -\
WKH EUDLQV RI WKH RXWH Y\ UDK\D & KOHS @ DD
5RLVW-U-V SOD\HU ZDV 9(5< &/($®WFKDWU

VWDUWY WR SUHS IRU W,
D KHOO I D VKRW NLG EXW P

\L PR ZRQ Ik MKER SOVR  *QWNY B/EDW WK & L

D KMV IR 1DV WMLV 8 HRAY PQ ERIPBR & XKHQELW QLW JAKY
HOMMLRQ WY Y HVVLRQ , SURPLQHG KLP DPSOH

iy FKRYoNERYREUGLCHQFH
X IRARIDDY XY BYHWKHNHHS ILQGIEQRJ YABYRQV WR

OHWKDO VKRW« KH:V SOD\HEB 8K&HRBHWRUHH

U R DG @YRHWKRHDYBVWU U -V SOD\HU NHHSNVSVSHQGLQJ ;3
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6WDWLQJ XS 5HIJUHW

7KHUH KDV EHHQ VRPH GLVFX
JHQHUDWLRQ DURXQG WKLVRMH
-RQ ORAHDLAXKH RI 5HJUH W WIKEOL
KHUR ZKR LV D SULPH H[DPSO}
DFWXDO UHJUHW , SUHVHQW W

TRAVELING ALONG THE V.BEAM

\/ \RX D¥ N"H6 H-V Q
R LW LV 15 ROWEDO
VELRIQQ P DRI -

ULHV VR W =51
H K&RVGSHDWKH

R RR XV WXWHH
EXLOG BW i

1RZ ZH F
GR KLV X
DFFHVV W
DV 6 HFLD
LUHPAR® |

XVH SRZHI 08
KLV RUJIZS
SOD\HBQ &
+HLIJKWHQ{
2N LW:V WLPH IRU D OLWWOH|JPPH W@JNE
DERYH GR \RX KDYH D KDUG
EHGHFNHG FRVWXPH WR WKH QD’IW—HH@(%*H K
KLV SRZHUV KDYH D SXSSHW WKRPQ" :HPEK N O
KLV KHURLF IRUP ZLWK IOLJKW \%(XS\MLLQ/WNM G WK [Z QMR AR W IL ¥
EDVLF VWXIlI 7UDQVIRUP \RX VDIRZHY HRWOVVXEEBBY| Ry PHOH. ABEKDRJ
SXSSHW GHULYHG" 1R LW-V WURWKHY NEL®IYDIRZPYWED® OHW\
LQVWUXPHQW :HOO VXUHO\ KLW&HDRWY QRHLP LR WHRUR MXE A UOSRKEBYHG
D SXSSHW WKHPH" :HOO QR ,W-BVDDRQDIONH S jKeYoBLA B W DQ 3RZHI
DLW KH PHOWWRBOVIRUP \RX JHW WKHP  SOXV W7
WHAT I CAN'T UNDERSTAND IS .
(NS AT SRR o | SXSSHWV ZLWKH{WQBL@HADNQHVV ZKLFK \RX FDQ
SONTINE SET WITH HER | g8 VHWV" <HV EHBRRMHKHU SRZHU & L DKHEY HOWVKILHRQ|E W
IF ANYTHING HAPPENED i
YO HEW, MY POCKET $ODQ +DOH 3X2BEWWHHWH\D O SDHVT DL DHP MQMW V
VHFUHW ,' LV D SXSSHW
PDNHU 'HVSUWHERGRoUW WKLV ZD\" 0\ JXW VD\V WK
SDWULRWLVP|ERGCW MR LW RSHQV WKH LGHD WKEC
$0DQ WRRN KILEHKHPURBRXEHU KHUR IRXQG WKHDODJLF
: " IURP KLV GD\ZWR®WV WR OHDQ LQWR 3XSSHWU\ 3R
B 7DNH PRPHQW WKH RRVWXPH PDWHULDOL]JLQJ ZLWH
i : ZLWK WKDW § W@\ WKLV LVQ-W KLSHEKRLUF!
;w_/L\ L 8 WKH RQO\ WLH WK ®WHRROPOIHQJ WKH RSHQLQJ EDUYV
ST Yoo KLV QDPH DQG RB¥V RQ WKDW KLGGHQ SLSH RUJDQ
Z5ons encven > KHURLEV LV WKRWAHUYZDYWWQRUPDO ZLWK 3HUIRUP]
VHWV KH EXLOGV LQWR SXSSHWVYONRIFIRFKRN AP HBWHIR RIFV DV
SHRSOH DW SODFHV VR KH FDQ RXYHWKBBUsWKHLUsHH Q3N -RQ
2ND\ EXW WKH UHVW RI KLV LGLRPQRLSD WKLRWILY DUZR KWH GLHM[HD AS (
WKH WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ WULJJHWFRYWIRO LR QWHUH LeQn Dy U
%DQQHU RQ D EXJOH" :HOO QR VWHVWIODALUDY WRE RBMBGQRQNR SOD
%HHWKRYHQ-V J)LIWK RQ D SLS|HS$RUD BG&R@QKILWDSX DSHMK FRA ZL WK [R(
%HFDXVH DOO SXSSHW VKRSV KPP BUSHLRUWEE VZRBO®RG/KHKDYH VHY
0\ RULJLQDO SODKH WKRVMW RAIXRWRR RI OR|YDEORWXQIGHD @& KDW 7KHVH DUH DLPHG DW FKLOGUF
VFDPSV EXW LW WXUQV RXW WHKHBWD URU LD ORRPQHIDERSRY HIK P\ QRWHV ,GI VRS D D RIGREWE
&UHDWHG E\ $OHF +RSH WKIGRBKBS@ WHRHOP f ¥inb @ vVWKRIDSINR Bd- Famg V IBBRZW VR @V LI [ZH
LPDJHV IKWMRW SV SGVK IDOGRP FRIPQBGL AHUHXSOMVWEKDIRPRCEREWIOYMW HWY WKH HUURU
KWWS 7Z7Z LOWHUQDWILROQDOKHUR FR XN &  SVWXS$SWVH DQ{RGFH ZKRVH SHW SOD\HG LW
'HQL]HQV RI WKH /LEUD




Special Weapon
The character chooses which of the two possible types he wishes to have.

A: A normal leoking weapon which shoots or doss strange things. There is a 60% chance that it will only do one strange or special
thing, Otherwise the weapon will have two to eight special things. These functions are chosen n by the player with the Gamemaster's
approval, New functions can be added to the Special Weapon in the same fashion as wl(h Gimmicks.

B: An abnormal appearing obiject with one to four special abilities. | could be o box, a shield, or even a piece of string. The player
decides what it looks like and the Gamemaster determines its abilities or special powers.

.QRZLRVI OHWV WKHP SOD\ WK}
HDJHU WR EH 7KH 3XSSHWHHU
RU REMHFW DQLPDWLRQ RU D
EXW LV WROG WKH\ 0867 UROO
LOQWHUSUHW WKH UHVXOWYV DQ
OHIW ZLWK WKLV VORS 6XUHK

JHW \RXU SDWULRWLF WKHPHG

RUJDQ $QG \RX UROOHG D SHW:'
EXW WKRVH DUHQ-W FRPEDW Z

, I \RX WKLQN WKLV LV DQ H[DJJ
UROOHG XS D FKDUDFWHU ,

DQG FKRVH W\SH $ 0\ *0O GHFO
PHGHFLGH ZKDW LW ORRNYV KHR

WR SLFN DQG P\ VSHRZERZHRRRG YR VXVLQJI P\ XVXDO

, FRXOG GHVLJQ D FRZER\ WKH
OLWHUDOO\ ILOO KLV JUDQGID
"HVWHUQ :RQGHU DQG KLV ER
*0 LQVLVWHG ZDV ZLWK OLWW
ZRXOG EH &ROW VLQFH WKHK&
ZHVWHUQ WKHPH WR P\ &RQQH
OHW PH PDWHULDOL]H D JKRYV
$Q\zZD\ LW-.-V DOO WRR HDV\ IR
FRPLQJ WR WKH JDPH ZLWK D K
KDYLQJ WKH 3XSSHWHHU EH I
WRJHWKHU DQG WKRVH WKDW

7KH UHJUHWWDEOH ZRUOG

0 WKH 3XSSHWHHU H[LVWV L\ I
VKRUW OLYHG KHUR LQ WKH Z
7KH DSSHDUDQFH RI KLV PDJL
FRXOG EH D SORW VHHG RU Kt
DIWHU KDYLQJ JLYHQ XS WKH
EHWZHHQ KLV LQVWLQFWYV DQ
LGLRP , .LQGD OLNH WKH LGH
QHZ "/DG\ 9u LQ WKH vV Q
REVHVVLRQ ZLWK SXSSHWU\ 0
DGYLVRU UHVHDUFKHU FRGH (

0\ &KDOOHQJH WR <RX

7THOO PH ZKDW DELOLWLHV \RX
3XSSHWHHU :KDW ZRXOG WKH
LGLRP EH" 1R QHBHG XMROEBR W VR
DQRG WR EH KRQHVW VWDW\WH
VRPHWKLQJ UHDOO\ HYRFDWLY,|
RI WKH RULJLQDO 3XSSHWHHU
VHW RI DELOLWLHV WR KRQRIUQ
WKH ZLOG QHZ HUD RI WKH 5HJ

+LW PH ZLWK \RXU EHVW VKRW

A PSVHHIQ HAWW WOKIHZEO DAH W VG WR \R X

SHIKDSYWUILWK POO $IHBEVANMOU G
Q1 R R WRRWEHIRXSISIHWD MW H ¥ DFAW © w
WK GLEH [ QX OHWH KB YIH VRKXK WIR O O
GLGUWSLD SRRZH WL B RWS BRR & WR B QR Y
\RXO & H WHERIQBPRZHUMIEHY G EXGMWHRU H
AUHORWOIIH BRRG WV JURFH P LW - v

"'NQFRRRZRR X FpQWRIS] BueDY HIRHV V
RW/KHQWQ(@@% &P U B RHIDIIGO\HV R W

L e

LO\ FLUFXE
LOWHUIHUHQFH RI 3& FUHDWLRQ

FRQVLIQHG WR WKH )OXPSK +RXVH

‘H-YH KDG D FRXSOH RI FRPPHQWYV

D U IR IPKSDAR QAR ORRH B b1 96 B HIME L I L F
W 7 KK DV B H B 8 WK R WVSKRZ , EXLO
SRLQWYV
P HEd- @ HH) RVEHW H UD DD \ RDOAL @ R Z\HU V
NIQQUW/L‘DIOR&N/WVK\HN} WAKKHY 3
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Zpvv]vP i—]JvE + Jv Epv %e 1]
$W WKH ILIJKW- VWDUW KH- VRSHl
DV K H IJPFH/\JLJ‘HIWWI[P Ez@ H {RY QS L UPDAP L v
DRYWESROH 2 ZHORW GLMD B & w O
FD Qo PlyXH$RE IR R LE\ PMRRAHRGH wK D W
1 PRX/Q G VF Rl |y iR X4\ Ry LUHW U P
K| WHH & R WR B wow B IF P PRVYRAKR IR IH Y
GKWK kb -RUNP -V W UBEY IRURDWIRY H
DRRIgWLYV 7&D KK Hk@b\WKRPH E
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In this Issue

Happy May & June! We have had another madcap month at Mojo Dojo Casa House of
Roark. Celeste & | started new skate classes on May 2; | am in the Gamma-Delta class
now, learning how to perform three turns (a one-footed turn that makes a 3-shaped patl
on the ice), forward lunges, & a few other fun things. The Empehoice Games &
Miniatures Company reached out in May to discuss a collaboration on an Aophat) p
which | have started. We also squeezed in some AD&D and Star Wardtidn

roleplaying. What did all of this leave time for me to write about? This:

x Sitill Yet Another Look at Ardui®ortal to Adventure
X Comments on E&A #11

STILLYETANOTHER.OOK ATARDUINS PORTAL TGADVENTURE

In Bugbears & Ballyhoo #47 (E&A #9), | embarked on a serial revieldiG XL Q -V 3R
to Adventure, by Emperors Choice Games (Empcho). Issues 47 & 48 providselhigh
overviews of this deluxe RPG box set, orienting the reader to the contents & their
physical qualities. Many readers of E&A have at least a passing familiarity with David

+ D U J U Dh¥ ArdJin Grimojreo | decided to continue the series by looking at a
component of the Portal that does not seem to have previously surfaced aBE&B#w

7 D S Barxbws & Borderlands Box Set, Limited Editierast two issues of B&B

surveyed the box set, described the physical characteristics of the first volumeves$ Barr
& BorderlandsNlen & Mutanjs& got into the gaming content of Men & Magic. Issue 49
covered the following sections of M&M:

X Introduction

Recommended Equipment for Play
Common Game Terms,

Lore,

Humans & Demi-Human Lore,



Deities of Firnum,

Calendar of Firnum,

Languages

Creating a Character

Race Details, Ability Score Modifiers
Class & Level

Birthsigns & Background,

Social Class,

NPCs, Alignment&

Optional Ability Scores

X X X X X X X X X

X

leaving us to examine:

X Radiation Resist,

Equipment

Combat

Death & Healing, Critical Hits
Poison

Grappling

Beyond 10th Level

Dueling

x OGL

Bold-text contents in the dot lists above indicate common or similar subdivisions in
Original Dungeons & Dragons, Book I: Men & Magic.

Rules for gameplay occupy pages %@. Continuing witRadiation Resist (RR}he

tl;dr with this section is that radiation is a fact of life on Firnum. RR represents one
resistance to radiation damage & mutation. Upon exposure to radiation, theerefere
compares the characteRR to Intensity on the Radiation Intensity Level Chart. The
number at the intersection of these two scores indicated the number of D6s of radiation
damage inflicted upon the character. A zero means no damage, naturatadbut

round spent exposed to radiation reduces RR by 1}lggeityou eventually. The chart

also has instant death results. Referees might permit a Radiation Death Saventytake o
Y damage. Upon receipt of a fatal dose of radiation, there is a 20 percent chahge o
mutation instead of death. In this circumstance, each point of radiation damage adds 1
percent to the chance of mutation, which manifests within a few weeks.

Equipment B&B uses a silver-based economy for most goods & services. On Firnum, 1(
copper pieces (cp) = 1 silver piece (sp) = 1/50 gold piece (gp). Thpzpe
equipment list is divided into categories: melee weapons, armor siassiteunition
(called Miscellaneous Firearms & Missile WeapphR#rearms, Misc. Equipment, Food &
Drink, Vehicles, Animals, Tack & Harness, Services, & Lodging.

2

X X X X X X X



All weapons & armor are priced in sp. Melee weapons ran®® Sp. The list provides
ranges for throwable weapons with maximum ranges runnifgp 2éet & damage
between 2 hp & 2d6. Many of the weapons have neat, simple modifications like,
ignores shield armor class (AC).

Armor is also priced in sp, from 5 to 400. Types encompass the usual reciavi/

Modern spectrum of protective gear. Each piece or suit of armor listed B&B uses
descending AC, starting at AC 9 for an unarmored git of unremarkable Dexte4i@y to

1 for full harness. Each armor type has an assigned movement rate, weight rating (light
medium, heavy), and a damage reduction score from 0 to 2.

The Missile category is a medieval affair. Costs run from free (a rock) to 100 sp. All
missiles are statted for rate of fire, ranges (maximum of 240 feet, which seems way too
short), & damage (0 for a net, 1d6+2 for heavy crossbow).

Firearms comprise wheellock & flintlock pistols; matchlock, flintlock, & wheellock muske
& long-barrel variations of the muskets. Costs ard. 30 sp. Rates of fire are

provided, as are ranges (up to 720 feet), & a maximum damage of 1d8+2. Firearms
ignore five points of armor (presumably AC) at short range & provoke moealesch

after firing but can misfire.

Miscellaneous Equipment his is standard adventuring gear, costing from 1 cp to 100
sp for an hourglas§.ood & Drinkcovers meals, drinks, & rations to the tune of 5 cp up
to 9 sp.Vehiclesconsist of medieval and early Modern types, running from 5 sp to
3600 gp for a frigate. | appreciate that the lodging section gives an avenagee for

a rented apartment & services do likewise for mail, coach, & ship passage.

MORTAL COMBABA&B provides 11 pages of combat rules. Despite this relatively high
page count, | find this section of the rules to be quite tidy. Time is measureddike in m
editions of D&D and its derivatives: 1 round is 10 seconds & 1 turn is 10 minutes. A higl
level overview of combat in this game is as follows.

1. Determine surprise

2. Declare actions

3. Roll initiative

4. Resolve actions

5. Check morale for NPCs/monsters, if appropriate

As a mechanic, surprise is a simplified D&D construct: roll 1d6 per side, 1 or 2 = surpris
& grants the unsurprised side one free round of actions. Matthew Tapp encourages
players to keep their declaration of actions short & to use a caller for the pagty. Th
default initiative mechanic is rolling side initiative on 1d6, highest score goéstinas

may be held if declared at the beginning of the round.

Movement speed is based on armor (Equipment section) & encuniesm&aMutants

does not seem to provide encumbrance rules or values; must be in a subsequent book)
The game accommodates normal moves, double moves (with AC penalty), half moves
with actions, & charges.



Combat actions are classed according to three types: melee, missile, & mggic. Onl
fighting men can move and fire missiles in the same round. Magic includes spells, devic
turn undead, & similar.

The order of combat is based on the default side initiative. The winner goes through the
entire sequence below, followed by the loser.

X Melee (no move)
X Missiles (no move)
X Magic & Abilities (no move)

X Move & Hybrid Actions
0 Move only (normal or double)
0 Move & melee (1/2 move & attack or charge)
0 Move & missile (1/2 move & fire)
0 Move & magic (1/2 move & cast or use ability)

X Other actions

Tapp suggests three alternative initiative orders: side plus seating cedtarify order,

& weapon priority. Only the last is not self-explanatory, so a few wafmbut weapon
priority is in order. In this initiative style, all rounds are simultaneous; no irstiative |
rolled. Resolution of actions is determined by weapon or action type, armorjtipexte
score, & movement rate (for monsters). Each category is assigned a number. When all
factors are totaled for the participants, the highest score acts first & resolutioedsroce

in descending order. This is how I like to run initiative order in all mg.game

The combat options in B&B are an effective compilation of conceits from publidhed RP
& OSR blog posts. They include subtle changes to old standbys, such as the gjgear cha
getting double damage on a natural 220. Shield techniques comprise shield walls,
bashes, binding, & covering an ally. The game has fighting stancesffehicthdeoffs

in attack & defense, something that I first sakbaimentations of the Flame Princess
Simple rules are provided for indirect fire with archery, arrow-setting to seEss

rate of fire, & double-arrow shots. Techniques more suited to mass combat also make
appearance, such as pike squares (hedgehogs) and caracoles.

Injury & death resemble the Advanced Dungeons & Dragons approach, with
unconsciousness at 0 hp & deathl#&x hp. Like The Arduin Grimoire, critical hits can
occur with spells as well as martial combat. The effect of a critical hit is rolled on a char
& has variable effect by class & roll of 1d6.

My impression of the material containeten & Mutants positive. For an adventure
RPG, it displays imagination in setting & construction of the rules onaa &ariy+
edition D&D chassis. The rules are simple & promote flexibility. It reminds me of a
modernized Arduin Grimoire, albeit better organized. We shall see whetredrsiofe
sanguine about Barrows & Borderlands when we peek at Book 2, Psychics &
Sorcererx next time!

COMMENTS ONE&A#11
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X Reddened Stars No. 10 (John Redden)

x Denizens of the Library #10 (Brian Rogers)
X )LUHGUDNH: -9 (R®&BWE) 1R

X Shiny Math Rocks #7 (EIf)

Reddened Stars No. 10 (John Reddenijne in for the results of your surgery, sir! Fine
Easterjoké

Denizens of the Library #10 (Brian Rogerd)andeau the traitor wizard? Reference!
Nice adoption of Irish for your place names.

Concerning your clerics, your take makes them flavorful indeed. | like that clerics are
specifically concerned with the advancement of their religion & perhaps also personal
devotion to a deity or pantheon. Clever rationalization of clerics beinglfb the use

of swords. Nice work all around.

JLUHGUDNH -\0 (RegperlB@)RYRTM about the respective page counts of
OD&D and B&B, thish might provide more insight into where the extra pages come into
B&B. For that matter, lastish might have done so as well.

Shiny Math Rocks #7 (EIlf)t is great to hear that you are running games again. RIP,
Lou Zocchi.
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From Qur Last Episode

| was in Montreal for the 2026 Canadian Geriatric SocietyOs

annual scientific meeting which ran just after the last E&A
deadline. It was great to meet up with friends old and new,

many who | had supervised during their training or they had
supervised me.

I managed to slip away to visit Le Valet d'Coeur, one of the
oldest game stores in Canada. ItOs been in the same location
in Montreal since 1981. | drop in each time | visit , this being

November 2024. They still have a decent selection o f RPGs,
including those translated into French, but not lik e the hey-
day of the 1990s when they had all three sides of t he entire

back alcove and not just the back wall.

| found & purchased a copy of OCampfire Tales: Scou ts
Against CthulhuO ( Chaosium 2026 ) for CoC 7e, along with a
few other items. They also had quite a selection o f French
translations of standard Chaosium 7e Call of Cthulh u
(LOAppel de Cthulhu) books on their shelves (see image
above).

Without much hope, | looked for some of the older F rench
language editions of  Call of Cthulhu which were published by

Brian Christopher Misiaszek

5 Livingstone Drive,
Dundas, ON, L9H 7S3 CANADA

brian.misiaszek@gmail.com

fditions Sans-DZtour (ESD), who went out of business ~2018
when they lost the license | regret back in the day not
purchasing any of ESD French only editions other th an a
single book, Le Manuel de I'fquipement (2014). Thisis a kind

of interwar catalogue (1920 to 1930) of stuff Inves tigators
could purchase, ranging from medications (and the y ears
they are first available, to weapons to vehicles. Prices for
other ESD works sell online for extraordinary high prices, if

they can be found at all.

Pulp Cthulhu:
Expanded Pup Talents

Pulp Cthulhu (2016), for Call of Cthulhu 7e is not simply a
variant CoC updated for 1930s play with more hit po ints &
larger weapons. Its aim is was model the protagonis ts of the
hero pulps of the same era: competent, decisive, an d
narratively resilient figures of action who while t hey remain
vulnerable to the Mythos, are still willing to stan d and fight.
Think more of two-fisted Robert E. HowardOs attitud es of
action, not H. P. Lovecraft levels.

Although Pulp Cthulhu includes many Pulp Talents, several

feel mechanically fiddly and do not fully capture w hat
makes pulp heroes distinctive. Doc Savage, the Shadow, the
Spider, the Avenger, G-8, Secret Agent X, Operator #5,

Tarzan, and Conan do not prevail because they deal more
damage or absorb more punishment. They win because



!

!

they think faster,
deathtraps through ingenuity, act decisively in cri
weaponize fear and reputation before the first blow
struck. These are narrative competencies rather tha
numerical ones, and the existing Pulp Talents only
reflect them.

improvise under pressure, escape

These homebrew Pulp Talents for are intended as
upgrades rather than power boosts, reinforcing the logic
and expectations of pulp fiction instead of simply
increasing mechanical potency.

sis, and
partially

genre

ABILITY SCORE BASED PULP TALENTS

D EDIET. oxm. SEITI. ZNALIeS
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¥ Muscles of Bronze B TWO Bonus dice for STR tests;
at KeeperOsdiscretion may automatically succeed in
emulating a strength feat as performed by
Tarzan, or Conan (player must show their homework)

¥ Pulp Athletics - Bonus dieto Climb, Jump, & Swim
rolls; once per session at  KeeperOsdiscretion may
automatically successfully emulate an athletic feat
performed in the pages of Doc Savage, The Shadow,
The Spider, Secret Agent X , or any other hero in a
1930s-1940s era pulp magazine set on Earth; may
use once per session or once per chase (player must
show their homework)

SCIENCE BASED PULP TALENTS

¥ Polymathic Scientific Genius - Gain a bonus die to
all Science related rolls; once per session ask one
guestion about a scientific phenomenon being
observed and the Keeper must provide an
authentic/honest (in game) explanation.

¥ Weird/Alien Science Intuition -
identify, sabotage, or safely use anotherOs Weird/A
Science devices. Cannot use to repair or invent new
ones, use the official Weird Science Pulp Talent
instead.

Doc Savage,

as

Gain a bonus die to
lien

#l

160 PAGES

SOCIAL / PRESENCE PULP TALENTS

¥ Commanding Presence - Gain a bonus die to
Persuade or Intimidate rolls when issuing clear orders
in a crisis. Once per scene, when allies are panick
confused, or hesitating, make a  Persuade, Intimidate
or POW roll. On success, one ally may immediately
ignore one penalty die caused by fear, stress, or
confusion. On a Hard success, two allies may do so.
On an Extreme success, ALL nearby allies who can
hear the Hero may do so until the end of the round.

=
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¥  Terror Incarnate B During a sudden, dramatic
entrance wearing your signature appearance, all
human opponents who can see or hear you must
immediately make a POW roll.
0!A success means 1 penalty die on all actions until
the end of the next round.
olFailure: the above AND lose 1 SAN.
o!Fumble: TWO penalty and loss of 1 SAN, & targets
hesitate, drops an item, misfires, or momentarily
withdraws.

This Talent may be used once per scene. No effect o
Mythos/other entities immune to fear.

MEDICAL / SUPPORT PULP TALENTS

ed,

n
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Battlefield Medic - May attempt  First Aid in combat
without provoking attacks of opportunity; once per

session automatically stabilize a dying PC or NPC y ou can
reach (n.b. cannot apply to self).

Oslerian 1 Doctor - Gain bonus dieto  Medicine ; add +1 HP
to all successful healing.

Scion of Freud: - Gain bonus dieto  Psychoanalysis and
add +1d6 SAN to all successful mental healing.

Florence Nightingale - Bonus dieto First Aid +
Psychology ; repeat First Aid on the same patient once;
reduce SAN loss from injury/shock by 1.

aa’ow
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COMBAT-ADJACENT PULP TALENTS

¥ Bulletproof Momentum - Once per session, when
wounded/injured may delay the effects of that injur y
for one full round.  During that round, ignore all
penalties, restrictions, or effects caused by the i njury.

At the end of the round, all delayed effects apply
immediately. Keeper may impose an additional
consequence reflecting shock/blood loss/delayed
pain. This Does not prevent damage, death, or SAN
loss.

¥ Measured Violence - When using a normally lethal
weapon against a human target, you may declare your

intent to incapacitate rather than kill (e.g. bulle t
creases the skull to cause loss of consciousness ).
Damage is rolled normally; if the target is reduced to 0

HP, they are unconscious but alive & not dying.

Reduce SAN loss from violence by 1 when this Talent
is used. Cannot be used in chaotic firefights or
suppressive fire.

NON-COMBAT / GENERAL PULP TALENTS

TIMHS06"& & () &AHE'S, . ] I"HISY6& )+, -+ I$H#][+10$./+11(213" +1'$*]
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Animalistic Senses - Bonus die to Listen + Spot
Hidden rolls; negate one penalty dice for unfavourable
condition on these rolls (e.g. dim light, invisible

beings, background noise).

Actor of A Thousand Faces - Gain a bonus die to
Disguise + Acting rolls; once per session, declare a
prepared false identity, hideout, or cover story.

Sleuth-Hound - Gain a bonus dieto  Tracking ,
Navigate, or Spot Hidden rolls when actively pursuing

a specific target; once per chase, reroll a failed CON or
DEX roll.

Cliffhanger Escape - Once per session, avoid death,
capture, or helplessness; instead suffer a separati on
and a later complication when reunited ( Keeper
discretion for this event, or even if to permit use of this
Pulp Talent at all ).

Deathtrap Savant - Gain a bonus die to Locksmith,
Mech/Electro Repair to escape restraints, disable

traps, or improvise solutions under time pressure;

once per session, ask one clarifying question about a
deathtrapOs construction.

IOm Not Dead Yet! - Once per session, delay death or
collapse on yourself long enough for rescue; surviv al
carries narrative cost (i.e. permanent serious inj ury,
prolonged amnesia, etc., at  KeeperOsdiscretion).

Globetrotter - Gain a bonus die to  Navigate ,
Anthropology , Language , and Credit Rating rolls made

abroad; never suffer more than one penalty die due to
unfamiliar culture.
Master of lllusion - Gain a bonus die to  Sleight of

Hand , Disguise, Art/Craft (Acting), & Locksmith when
using stage magic, escapology, planted props, or



theatrical deception. Once per session, declare a s mall
object is concealed, switched, palmed, or apparentl y
produced, provided the Hero had a plausible

opportunity. Cannot bypass an impossible restraint,

or overrule a failed escape from a true deathtrap.

¥  Reputation/Notoriety - Bonus die to Intimidate or
Persuade rolls when your reputation would plausibly
apply; once per session Keeper may introduce
complications from this reputation (e.g. vengeful
nemesis).

¥ Who Do You Think You Are, Barney Oldfield? 2 -

Gain bonus die to any  Drive, Pilot & Repair rolls to

your vehicle.

¥ Wild Man/Woman - Gain bonus dieto  Navigate,
Tracking, Stealth, Survival , & Natural World , &
Fighting ( Brawl) hand to hand vs Wild animals
to the Hero. Counts as TWO Talent slots, & need to
have suitable background to possess.
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Mazorra Designer Notes:

Pulp Player Agency vs Default Clocks

Lisa Padol®s question to my lastish in her comments about
whether the Porra vs. Porra gunfight in the DirectorOs Manse

is Oa done dealO is a good one. Jim VassilakosO con cern that

the Investigators might become Oat best ineffectual ,
secondhand spectatorsO is fair too, especially rega  rding the

Porra gunfight in the DirectorOs Manse.
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But the shootout is not fixed. It is the default ou
Investigators are absent, delayed, passive, or comm

elsewhere. It is one clock reaching zero without in terference.
That distinction matters. A living scenario needs e vents that
continue when the players look away. But those even ts must
remain reachable, alterable, survivable, or re-cons tructable.
If not, a vivid crisis becomes only a cutscene. The DirectorOs
Manse crisis should therefore be read not as what h appens
but as what happens if no one interferes.

Before the likely gunfight, Investigators may notic e the
unusual return of part of the Presidential Escort, the arrival

of an armoured limousine, increased switchboard tra ffic,
Esperanza leaving a telephone off the hook, or Srta . Varona
climbing the trellis to the second-floor balcony. T hey may
enter the Manse while seeking help for the threaten ed
children, arrive just before shots are fired, or di scover the
piled money and the supposed President Machado on t he
floor.

Even if they miss the fight, they do not miss its
consequences. Eye-witness survivors (including Espe ranza),
stretcher movements, ambulance logs, fingerprints, spent
cartridges, tainted American currency, and Baron KriminalOs
signature odour all allow the scene to be reconstru cted and
to learn the weird metamorphosis and disintegration of one

of the dead Mazorra guards.

In Pulp RPGs like Pulp Cthulhu , Pulp Investigators are not

passive antiquarians waiting for doom. They are com petent,
intrusive, and disruptive. A Doc Savage -style group imposes

order through science, speed, and restraint from ki lling. A
Shadow-style Investigator turns fear back upon the Porra,
turning the episode into a haunted crime scene. A S pider-
style Investigator may prevent one atrocity by unle ashing an
even greater and far bloodier one. While each appro ach is
completely different they all have one thing in com mon; their

proactive intervention changes the default outcome.



The same principle applies across Mazorra. The scen
provides clocks, factions, NPCs, maps, clues, motiv es, and
consequences. The Keeper receives a plausible cours e of
events. The players bring disruption, courage, curi osity, and

bad or hasty judgment since the ongoing pressure gi ves them
little time for careful reflection.

ario

Some countdown clocks are historical and fixed, suc h as
MachadoOs resignation and flight. Others are factio nal or
situational:  Baron KriminalOs reprisals, the Twsha outbreak,
Vives® abduction plans, Gand'aOs escape attempt, El ReyOs
seizure of La Oficina, and the approaching airport mob.
These clocks continue whether or not the Investigat
engage with them. The DirectorOs Manse shootout is
therefore not a mandatory set-piece. It is one poss ible crisis
point where several pressures converge.

ors

That is the intended model for Mazorra as a whole:
structured pressure, not predestination. The world moves.
The Investigators decide where to intervene, what t o
sacrifice, and what version of the disaster survive s the night.

Horrors of the Mazorra:

A 1930s Pulp Cthulhu scenario (cont.)

Due to issue length constraints, 101l bump what | h ad written

to Age of Menace issue #250.

Appendix A:
Secrets of the Twsha

Notes on apparent outbreaks, investigative discovery, & forced dormancy.

Partl: What Are They Are Seeing ?

Just an Ordinary Zombie Outbreak?

Superficially, exposure to the Twsha Elixir  produces
changes that somewhat resembles a Hollywood 3 or pulp
fiction 4 zombie outbreak. The affected with their exposed

flesh will look like the walking dead. Their lurchi ng blind
movements and movement towards others making

moaning sounds looks like a trad zombie. If killed , or given
time, victims collapse & then undergo a hideous dis solving

transformation.

#1060"1+$23(41BCDE@F!)$#!./+13"1#.5

Supernatural Misinterpretation

This is not death followed by reanimation due to Ha itian
Voudan sorcery. It is biological replacement. i

Twsha exposure produces structural alteration, not decay.
Human tissues are progressively replaced by translu cent
alien cellular material. Skin first becomes optical ly

transparent revealing muscle, vessels, and deeper
structures beneath an invisibly intact skin surface . Later,
deeper tissues appear to vanish as normal organs ar e

exchanged for nearly invisible equivalents. The bod y seems
to hollow out, blur, and melt, but it is not rottin g. Itis being
replaced.

The victimOs ocular involvement causes progressive
blindness. Subjects extend their hands to navigate by
touch. Peripheral sensation fades so they will move on
despite significant painful injuries that would dis able

almost anyone. Gait becomes unstable and ataxic, an d

facial coordination and speech deteriorate into bre athy
fragments or moans. Horribly, consciousness, memory ,
and identity may remain intact through much of this early
phase.

Behavioural Misinterpretation

Twsha-afflicted victims do not seek others because they are
predatory and hungry. They seek the company of othe rs
because they are frightened, disoriented, and seek comfort
by human closeness. The uninfected recoil from thei r awful
appearance, worsening the victimOs distress & provo king

repeated attempts at contact. ! This behaviour mimics

contagious aggression, but the intent is not hostil e.
However, danger remains since contact with bodily f luids,
open lesions, or broken skin may spread viable Twsh a

material to infect others accidentally.

Terminal Phase

Eventually the victim loses postural control and co llapses
into a heaving coma-like state. Thereafter the repl aced
tissues lose coherence. The body collapses into a v iscous

$!23(4"+*$5#3($10+$67£3@$CGF!%(**+%.+,!?<!H+221+<!>/$‘<§L#!"#!$!'"%+!
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protoplasmic mass, with the brain being the final
dense,
ntrol

structures that changes. From this transformation a
pulsing Twsha nodule forms: a compact biological co

organ embedded in translucent tissue.

KeeperOs Note:
Twsha-affected hosts favour

Twsha Environmental Preferences:
dark, warm,

humid

environments: hydrotherapy wards, damp tunnels, &

working laundry pavilions. Intense vibration, elect

ro-

mechanical noise, dryness, & bright polarized light
disrupt Twsha signalling. These factors do not cure

established infection, but they may slow, confuse,

suppress it. Simulated moonlight (which is polarize
slows activity; bright polarized light combined wit
dryness and vibration suppresses it more strongly.
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Physical progression follows time since exposure; m
collapse follows SAN/POW erosion. Witness SAN is us
once per stage or major new reveal. High-dose expos
heat/humidity, active signalling, or deliberate pro

or
d)
h

(Table

ental
ually

ure,
vocation

may advance post-Stage 2 victims 1D6 hrs early.

Dormancy attempts

(see Table A6) delays:

Success by d6

hrs, Hard 24 hrs, and Extreme indefinitely while conditions

are maintained.

Al: Twsha Human Transformation Progression

Stage / Time ! Body ! Mind / Behaviour ! Victim SAN/POW ! Witness SAN ! Contagion / Notes !
1. Early Invasion Subtle translucent Intact, frightened, and likely denying |Uneasy suspicion SAN 0/1. Early patches SAN No routine contagion.
0to 6 hrs patches. Low grade implications. May use cosmetics, First unmistakable lesion on self |0/1D3. Dormancy easiest.
fever. No motor deficit. |bandages, heavy clothing to conceal. |[SAN 1/1D4. Exposure history or lab
Mirror avoidance is common. records matter most here
2. Caporeal Increasing Aware and frightened. Proximity- Self-recognition q8h while aware:|Coherent but visibly Contagious through bodily
Usurpation translucence. Vision seeking others, and isolation distress.|1D3/1D6. altered victim: 1/1D6. fluids, open lesions,
6to 36 hrs dims; glare hurts. Drawn to warmth, humidity, rose-floral mucous membranes, or
Lurching gait. Speech |odours, slow percussion. Repelled by broken skin. Dormancy
possible. harsh odours, discordant rhythm, still possible.
industrial noise, bright light.
3. Growing Alien Functional blindness. |Human awareness persists. If not Blindness: 1/1D6, plus g8h roll. |Blind, visibly inhuman |Contagious. Dormancy
Dominance Replacement is resisting, host seeks dark, warm, Seeing own anatomy: 1D4/1D8. |victim: 1D3/1D8. possible but harder.
36 to 60 hrs systemic; visible tissueg humid, mineral-rich places; may press Useful stage for research

look optically wrong.

against walls, floors, or pipes as if
listening.

restraint, and moral
pressure.

3.5. Hemispheric
Usurpation

60 to 72 hrs

60 to 66 if high-
dose exposure

Most soft tissues
transparent. Bones and
nervous tissue visible.
Speech failing. Severe
ataxia.

One hemisphere effectively colonized
Comprehension may persist in the
intact hemisphere. Long stillness, ther|
sudden movement away from
discordant noise and toward soothing
vibration/music or moist darkness.

Control Conflict: POW roll. Succe
suppresses impulse 1D6 rounds.
Failure gives Twsha control 1D6
rounds and costs 1/1D6 SAN.
Spend 1 POW for one automatic
success; each forced round costs
1 POW. At POW 0, Stage 4.

Bones/nerves visible,
speech failing: 1D4/2D8.
Prior witnesses: 1/1D8 if
newly worsened.

Still contagious.
Dormancy possible but
unlikely without strong
signal control and
restraint.

4. Rull Human tissue fully Human identity extinguished if Lose remaining SAN/POW over |Newly witnessing full Contagious. Vibrational
Transformation replaced. Entity blind |SAN/POW are 0. If any remains, 1D6 hrs. No normal recovery. transformation: signalling begins.
72to 78 hrs but navigates tactile, |identity flickers for 1D6 hrs but cannot 1D4/2D8. Subsonic Research window is brief
and vibrational cues. [regain control except under extreme signalling within 3 m: and dangerous.
Mostly immobile during |disruption. 0/1DA4.
reorganization.
5. Hyper- Host collapses into Immobile but active. Node seeks No remaining human SAN or POV Collapse into node- Node survives up to 12
metamorphosis unstable protoplasm. A |stabilization, connection, command, o forming mass: 1/1D8, or |hrs without stabilization,
78 t0 90 hrs viable Twsha node dominance over compatible Twsha 1D4/1D10 if personal nutrient substrate, or
forms within the mass. |material. connection. compatible protoplasm.
6. Node Cdlapse Node breaks down into |No human mind remains. Residual  |[None. Residue alone 0/1D4. If |Residue contagious for
90+ hrs or reserves |pale gelatinous residue, signalling may briefly persist as observer knows who it  |1D12 hrs, then inert
exhausted then dries into white twitching, tapping, or delayed was, use 1/1D6. powder unless rewetted

powder proteinaceous

dust.

contractions.

and exposed to active
Twsha signal.

Keeper short version:

Victims suffer harsher total SAN loss by repetitio

n & self-recognition. Witnesses roll only once per

stage, unless a clearly worse reveal occurs.

Post-Mortem Acceleration:
dies or is killed before transformation is complete ,
cellular usurpation occurs ~7-15 times faster. What
physical changes that would have taken several days
may occur in minutes to hours.

If a Twsha-affected human

A victim killed at early stage 2 will have external
to their remains appear as stage 4 within 30 minute
and will start OmeltingO into protoplasm to form a

node within two hours.

changes
S,
viable
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Part 1l: What the Keeper Knows

Original Purpose of the Twsha

Mateo Derosier misunderstood the contents of his st olen
vial. He believed it to be a toxic Ozombied transfo rmative
agent, a substance that Oeats what you areO and lea  ves
the victim in a state resembling living death. That false
interpretation shaped his use of it. He did not
understand that he had stolen something more

specialized and more dangerous.

In Mythos terms, the Twsha was developed as a biolo gical
control organ: a living regulator designed to impos e

constraint, coordination, & command on unstable

Shoggoth-derived protoplasm. A Twsha is not a monst er,
parasite, or contagion in the ordinary sense. It is a
control instrument. The elixir contains trace Shogg oth-
derived material that can, under suitable condition S,
grow into a Twsha node. A Twsha without a Shoggoth is
an orphaned control system. It searches for compati ble

unstable matter to regulate. Infected humans are no t
intended targets. They are  accidents .!!
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Accidental Human Hosts: Parabiotic Phase

In humans exposed to the Twsha Elixir, development
enters a prolonged parabiotic phase. Host physiolog y is
reshaped to support Twsha maturation, but the livin g
body also resists that process and shapes the Tshwa A

Twsha-replaced human tissue appears adapted for
function within depigmented, amorphous masses. In

%!

le
ge. It

humans this produces partial translucence and visib
internal structure. This is not deliberate camoufla

is structural incompatibility made visible. !

|

Replacement, Not Transformation
|

Absent intervention, Twsha development ends in
complete biological replacement. The human body is
enhanced or corrupted. It is rendered obsolete. Ide
does not fragment. It is erased.

not

ntity

hers.
an
f at

Twsha-affected individuals do not seek to infect ot
Their need to connect is translated through the hum
host as loneliness, fear, disorientation, and relie
contact. Secondary exposure is usually accidental.
Behaviour becomes erratic because human sensory and
regulatory systems fail, not because the subject be comes
hungry, evil, or undead. Behaviour is most erratic by
stage 3.5 when Twsha signalling fights to overtake
human control, but becomes more predictable when to
control occurs by stage 4.

tal

Twsha Control and Reqgulation
|

Twsha do not transmit thoughts or commands. They
regulate compatible protoplasm by vibration. Appare
remote control is shared material resonance, not
telepathy.

Low infrasonic pulses travel far but carry little d
Higher-frequency tremors carry finer regulatory
information but fade quickly. Distance depends on
medium: direct contact or a shared table, bed, jar,

water bath, or body allows full effect; the same ro
allows reliable response; the same building or tunn
branch allows crude coordination; wet drains, sewer
trunks, or saturated masonry may carry alarm-like
pulses 60D300 m. Beyond that, Twsha may sense major
disturbances but cannot meaningfully direct hosts.

nt

etail.

pipe,
om
el

Mature Twsha tissue can stabilize or arrest weaker
Twsha tissue by imposing a coherent dormancy rhythm

This is hierarchical, not exponential. Proliferatio nis less
like plague spread than rival control systems tryin g to
impose order.

Dormancy halts progression but does not reverse pri
change. Dormant subjects retain visible anomalies,
remain biologically compromised, and preserve ident ity,
memory, and consciousness. Dormancy is not a cure. It
is a stay of execution.

or

Twsha Anomalies

|

These anomalies are not random oddities. Each prove S

a different Twsha principle.

1.! The metacarpal specimen proves Twsha can grow
outside a complete human host.

2.! BarreraOs corpse proves death removes living
restraint.




3.! ZorrillaOs abdominal mass  proves dormant
compatible tissue can be recruited, signalled, &
synchronized.

|
1.! The Metacarpal Specimen.

After 02:00 Aug. 12, the discarded metacarpal that
held the Twsha vial activates in the humid Lunar
Vivarium.

once

soil

ts
ks.
the bone

At first glance it is only a finger bone among the
trays. Close inspection reveals translucent filamen
protruding from the marrow cavity and hairline crac
They flex and retract like insect legs. If watched,
shifts a few millimetres across damp soil or glass.

Dolores Garc’a, hiding nearby, may scream about a
ciempiZs blanco (Owhite centipedeO). Investigators
instead notice thin drag marks, condensation streak

faint tapping among the plant trays.

|

may
s, or

KeeperOs Note: SAN Loss 0/1 the first time the bone moves. !

The specimen moves slowly and can be captured with
forceps, a jar, or an inverted glass. Once confined
twitches in warmth and humidity, retracts when
disturbed, and may tap against glass.

, it

It provides a contained Twsha model. Broth, blood,
nutrient solution causes visible growth: filaments
thicken from a central gelatinous mass and graduall y
bury the bone in translucent tissue. Overfeeding ma y
crack the container.

or

KeeperOs Note: SAN Loss 0/1 the first time the specimen
visibly grows after feeding. If the container break s, all
within 3 yards must avoid contact with sprayed mate rial or
risk exposure.

2.1 J. BarreraOs Post-MD Twsha Acceleration

!
Assuming he dies in the Porra vs Porra fight, this
Mazorra guardOs corpse reveals the second major
anomaly: Twsha progresses faster after death. While
alive, the hostOs nervous system, circulation,

&!

metabolism, immune signalling, & tissue integrity
restrain replacement. Death removes that restraint.
Once cardiac and central nervous function cease, th e
remaining human body no longer regulates the
process. TwshaOs own hyper-metamorphosis
accelerates.

Observation suggests:

Clue Implication

¥ The body is reorganizing, not

¥ No putrefaction d )
ecaying.

¥ The process can be timed and
photographed.

¥ Changes follow a
sequence

¥ Living physiology restrains
Twsha growth.

¥ Acceleration begins
after death

¥ Final nodule forms
predictably

¥ Twsha replacement has a
terminal structure.

KeeperOs Note: A successful INT, Medicine, Biology,
Pharmacy, orrelevant Science roll suggests the essential

implication: the Twsha does not merely survive insi de
living hosts. The living body restrains it. If Inve stigators
isolate the body and observe or photograph it at
intervals, they may document widening translucency,
progressive softening, inward fluid migration, incr easing
tissue cohesion, and eventual nodule formation over the
next few hours.

3.1 ZorrillaOs Abdominal Mass

By early evening Aug. 12 1933, Zorrilla looks exhau sted,

pale, and poorly regulated: vivid dreams, headaches ,
palpitations, temperature swings, and translucent
mottling spreading from temples and wrists across h is
abdomen. He now reports focused left-sided abdomina I
cramps.

He has long carried a congenital abdominal mass,
diagnosed in adolescence as a benign, quiescent fetus-in-
fetu. For over forty years it caused no concern. Now it
aches with intermittent pulsatile throbs and small
internal spasms, as if something inside is flexing.
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Privately, Zorrilla admits he can now see through h is own
flesh, that something inside him moves and hurts, a nd
that intense willpower can briefly suppress it.

KeeperOs Note: ZorrillaDs Abdominal Suppression:
Medicine detects a smooth, firm left lower-quadrant
mass, ~10 ! 12 cm. Bright transillumination through
increasingly transparent flesh reveals blurred bowe l,
vessels, and a small fibrous mass beside a cartilag inous
axial column. When it twitches, Zorrilla winces sha rply.
Witnesses roll SAN 0/1, or 0/1D3 if it answers the
metacarpal specimen.

While awake and lucid, Zorrilla may spend 1 MP and roll

POW to suppress an attack. Success stills the mass

briefly. Failure incapacitates him for 1D6 minutes; the
first failed suppression per 6-hour block costs 1 H P. A
fumble costs 1D3 HP, causes collapse or near-collap se,

and prevents further suppression for 1 hour. At 0 M P,
attacks are unopposed; every second unopposed attac k
worsens visible Twsha progression or advances the
outbreak clock.

Morphine suppresses pain, not Twsha activity. Sedat ion
prevents POW use, resonance testing, and reliable
symptom reports. Sleep restores 1 MP/hour, but
sleeping attacks are unopposed unless external
measures are in place.

SIDEBAR: Radiographic Horror Earlier X-rays showed ZorrillaDs
fetus-in-fetu as acardiac and anencephalic. Fluorospy now
reveals a new knot of rudimentary neural tissue. Ding pain
attacks, the mass visibly twitches. If a nearby Tha specimen is
tapped, warmed, exposed to light, or disturbed, thedodominal
mass may answer with delayed contractions. Carefulbservation
suggests resonance, not independent life. The masgsnot
awakening. It is being recruited as compatible doramt neural
tissue. Tests with tapping, vibration, bright lighthe metacarpal
specimen, TamborOs rhythms, or ZorrillaDs suppoesaitempts
may show Twsha activity can be provoked, suppresseuhd partly
synchronized, but never safely controlled.

Part lll: Unlocking the TwshaOs Secrets
|

Investigators are not discovering a cure or how to kill the
Twsha. They learn via research how to make it stop
maturing. Treat research as a multi-lane investigation
feeding a 6-stage Revelation Clock [see Table A2, & full A6
chart at end] .

Table A2: Twsha Research Revelation Clock !
1. Not a Zombie Outbreak

2. Tissue Replacement, Not Putrefaction

3. Living Hosts Restrain Twsha

4. Growth & Suppression Discoveries

5. Twsha Tissues Signal to Each Other

6. Twsha Dormancy Requires Signhal Control

The research phase works best if every Investigator has
something useful to contribute. Their task is to fi rst
collect sufficient information and only then to ass emble

these into a testable hypothesis.

KeeperOs Note: PlayersRoll secretly when failure would produce a
plausible false interpretation. Procedural rolls,.ch as gaining access,
setting quarantine, repairing equipment(1!*(%3$."-11+%(1,#119$<!?+!1(**+,!
(+*<510$"+, 1 1+#+$1%/1#/(7*,1'(1#"9:*mean Onothing learnedO; it

may create a wrong but testable conclusion.

Research Time : Each workstream attempt costs 1 hour. A
rushed attempt takes 30 minutes with one Penalty Di
failed or false lead costs +1 hour, triggers a setb
advances a Mazorra clock, KeeperOs choice.

e. A
ack, or

Each completed Research Revelation advances the clo ck
by 1 step. A Hard or Extreme success, a clever cross-
comparison, or two linked lanes may advance it by 2
steps. A false lead costs time, resources, or safet y.



Table A3: Parallel Research Workstreams

Exam/charting

PC; charting by NPC

RNs,

Examine Gil, Zorrilla, Dolores, & any new
cases.Medicine skill check for exam.

on flow sheets hourly. Someone (PC/or
NPC) to ddSpot Hidden/Listenevery hour t
chart.

Chart vitals, extent and speed of skin, visio
gait, speech, pain, mood, & other changes

identity. Gil + Zorrilla were exposed
together, yet Gil progresses faster.

later exposure. Charting reveals
(0}
ZorrillaOs abdominal pain flares.

Shows staged progression & preserved

Dolores progress faster than Gil despite

metacarpal entity activity coincides with

Workstream ! |Who Can Lead or What They Do ! Payoff / Clue ! False, Trail, Dead end, or
help : Risk :

Quarantine Medical PCs; RN Create safe & proper contact isolation: Prevents research from worsening Believing quarantine
Beatriz Montalvo, & |gloves, masks, outside ventilation, bleach, |spread. Not doing this risks Investigator containment is itself
Yolanda Herres. limited touch, waste discipline, and nursing | becoming contaminated & afflicted by |treatment.
Mons. Aurellio can | charts. Twsha. Establishes that containment
help (past experience reduces new exposure but does not cur Not doing this risks exposure
in leprosarium nearby)| No die roll needed established cases.

Clinical Any medical NPC or

Failure to monitor every hour
for those more prone to
elopement (Zorrilla or Garcia)
increases this risk, as does
Failure/Fumble.

Obtain Old
Medical
Records

Any PC Investigator
NPCs can help:

Castellanos, Marina
Sufrez, Esperanza

Retrieve or copy recordg for Gil, Garc’a, &
Zorrilla. Garc'aOs + GilOs files arkarDficina

F"ersuadel Fast Talk, Charnor a royal
OpetitionO to gain entryibrary Uselocates the

films are~locked in his M1 office, now insid€&l
GeneralOgone; entry requires Fast Talk,
Disguise, & Stealthi.ocksmithre desk access

records, now controlled by El ReyOs courtiers

files once inside. ZorrillaOs personal file & prig

Establishes baseline health, and
ZorrillaOsetus-in-fetuanomaly. Prior
films show it was smaller, & was
ancephalic (no brain).

agreeable, her Otell® just before sh
become fully manic & try to escape.

GarciaOs old notes reveal very cheerfu

Unable to get pastEl ReyOs
minions who will bar entry.
Assuming missing files mean
no useful information exists.
Ignoring GarciaOs manic
prodrome misses opportunity
to prevent violent escape
attempt.

e W

Plyer Handout: Dr. ZorrillaOs prior, &
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new radiograph (nuevo=new)

Zorrilla
Abdominal Mass
pain/Imaging

Medical NPCs/PCs
Radiology or lab
staff

Need access to X-ray, fluoroscope in M1
! needs EIl GeneralOs or one of his
MarshallOs permission®érsuade, Charm

the dangerous sub-basement of old M1
(Electrical Repair) Transilluminating the
increasingly transparent Zorrilla after
abdominal pain and twitching.

(Roll SAN 0/1 to look inside grisly interigr
Compare to prior films locked in his M1
office.

or to repair & connect the old one located in

Thefetus in fetuhas changed, has a
soft tissue (neural) mass present in
LLQ & is no longer fully anencephalic

The fetal inclusion reacts to other
Twsha activity & vice versa. This also
suggests dormant compatible tissue i
being recruited through TwshaOs
influence & and offers a way to
communicate and control.

Treating the abdominal mass ag
ordinary tumour, or obstruction,
and overtreating with morphine.

Zorrilla, frightened, may attempt
drastic future measures if
anyone loses SAN examining
him, ranging from escape
attempt or even convincing
someone to do surgery ASAP n

matter the risk.

0!




Dra. CoutinhoOs
Paper Chase

Any but Coutinho
(who is busy); NPC
Castellanos,

Library Use

Recover Coutinho®s LON-HC memban

OficinaO&ibrary (see handout) reference
inside needed to jog her memory (a specific conversion analogy: tissue is not bein wrong French scientific article
French journal) cannot quite remember.

Saves hours; reference needed (not
shown) gives her the tissue

digested or putrefying. It is being
metamorphosized/replaced.
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LEAGUE OF NATIONS
HEALTH ORGANIZATION

0fficial No.: 0.H. 1187. 1833, III

[Dssributed Confidentially
to Membars of the Health
Conwiitee snd Asscciated
¥edical Delepatss]

Gensya, Lecember 3rd, 1932.

MEMORANDUM

Preliminary Report Concerning
Certain Unusual Degenerative Conditions

Obgerved in the Yucatén Peninsula and the Caribbean Basin

Sutnitted by

Dra. Isabela Coutinho, M.D., Ph.D.
Congultant Inveatigator

Distributed Confidentially %o Members of the

1. Purpose

This memorandum is submitted to the Health Organization of the
League of Natfons to record preliminary observations regarding a rapidly
fatal disorder of uncertain origin encountered in several localities of
the Yucatdn Peninsula and, more recently, in isolated regions of the
Caribbean Basin.

Tae information herein is drawn from personal field investigations
conducted between 1929 and 1932, together with clinical and pathological
obgervations gathered under difficult circumstances.

II. Nemenclature in Indigenous Usage

Azong Maya-speaking comsunities the illness is sometimes referred
to as La Desvaneciente (“the Fading™). In other villages it is described
as La Lluvia de la Carne (“the Rain of the Plesh"), referring to the
appearance of small droplet-like lesions which emerge within the skin and
gradually spread across the body.

Elcewhere the condition is called La Lluvia del Cenote (“the Rain
of the Cenote"), reflecting the local belief that the disease arises from
subterranean waters associated with cenotes, caverns, or other natural
wells communicating with underground watercourses.

In several cosmunities the lesions are described as “"puertas de
Xibalba,” or doors to the Mayan underworld, reflecting the local belief
that the disease allows the forces dwelling beneath the earth to enter
the body.

While these explanations are folkloric, the geographical distribution
of cases suggests that environmental conditions may play a role in the
appearance of the discase.

Most reported occurrences have arisen in districts situated near
limestone cave systems, cenotes, or other subterranean watercourses. In
several villages the carlicat cases followed excursions into caves used
for ritual purposes or for the collecticn of water.

Fail/Fumble onLibrary Useand
the Investigators recover the

costs 1D3 hours to realize error
and find the correct one.

Eealth Connittee snd Aspociated MadScal Lelegates,

e

Entrances to certaln caves in affected regicas were noted to contals
uwaecal funzal or soes-like grovihs togetber with deoe otands of night—
blooaing plaats sttrscting bats and fnsects. The eignificsnce of these
cbaervaticas uacertain,

IL. Clinical don
The disease bogins with a prodreeal charactericed by malaise,

fatfgoe, acd beadsche. Sheetly thersefter patients develop increasing

prllor asd weakness scoompanied by wmusual alteratioas of the oiia.

The earliest eotaneous sign conslats of bypopleoented sacules with
borders

IV, Late Course and Fatal Outcose

The disease advsoces rapldly. In its later stages patients may.
becose effectively blisd and severely ataxic before collapsing into a
state of extreas eshaustice.

In every case observed to date death has cccurred within several
days of the ooset of aévanced syeptoas.

. Toese lesions do cot represest teue
Bot zather areas of altored tranolacescy vithin the integwent. The
Satckes appesr pale yet. sosevbat pletboric, saggesting changes within
the =declying tissoes ratber than siople loss of selanls,

15 the {lloess progreases the sacules increase in rmber aod
coalesce into larger conflunnt areas. Tbe m&m;m&k«b}y
thin sed sttecusted, produclog a peculiar trssaloceace through whi
sopeefictel vascalar structares acd, fin advanced cases, deeper mluiul
Qlesents say be falstly visible.

Vietias zay beoose furtive in hiding these lesions due to folklosic
exalanations of the disease.

Idiiticeal sysptoas frequently sppear durlng this stage:

+ disturbances of visico, with patieats exteoding their arss while
walking ss if sight vere failing

+ an unstesdy or lurching gatt with progressive loss of coordinatica

+ presecvation of speech and awareess despite marked physical
deterioratic

Meatal clarity generally resalns intact. Patients are often avare
of thelr decline and say deplay anxiety cr sgitaticn. A notable
Sebariozrsl feature rojorted repeatedly fs dlstress when fsolated, vith
patieats seeking the preseoce or physical proximity of othors even during
serlods of veskness.

Post-sortes examicaticn has proved difficalt owing to resarkably
rapld decospositice of the resains. In seversl fnstances the soft.
tlasues bocase discoloured and 1iquefied within bours, far exceeding
the rate ordizarlly cbserved in tropical clisates.

Usable patkologicsl specinens vere obtained oaly when tissues wore
immedietaly fized in forsaldeiyde ar other preserving solutions. Withse:
such fization the materisl rapidly lost structural fntegrity snd becase
wnouitable for examiratioa.

Microscopic preparations revealed falnt refractive structares within
tiagoes that did pot stain readlly with convesticoal Bacteriological
reageats and could not be confidently clasoified as bacterisl, fungal,
or parasttic organises.

VI. Possible Transaissica

The sode of transzission resains wncertain. Arthropod transmissica
seeas unlikely as sosquito petting bad been scrupalcusly esployed by
some subjocts acd no insect bites as from sand-Tlles or S0squitos were
over fourd on the intogament despite optical magnificaticn with a 3.5
pover les.

Nost. cases appear sporadic, thoagh seversl clusters withln bousebolds
suggeet the poselbllity of contaglon through cleee coatact or bodlly
flaids. Individuals caring for the sick appear to be at particular risk.

e

Dorasst or wmeally prolocged coirses of {llsess could occur, thosgh
e evibence remains incooplete.

Tefortuzately, in the three rual villages vbere this disoréer cccurred
coce peraons ccetracted 1his dleerder and word pst oat, the eatlre
frighteced comunity en pasee abindooed thove afflicted to tialr fate,
lesvlog Just this writer acd a fex marsing aides to care for t2e sick
ca thelr final occasices.

VII. Conclusicos azd Recossesdaticas

Seversl explanaticos bave teen projosed, incloding infectica by ea
wicsowe, organica irhabiting subterranesn watecs, €xjooare to tecle
fungal or botanical growiks associsted with cavo envircesests, or a
elerosrgaatee not desocatrable by ondinary stalnlng sethoda. Nooe Bas
beea oanfirsed,

Sooe aspacts piggest cosparieca with keown tropical mycoses and
pacacitic disenses, including cporotricboals, chrosoblastomycesis,
blastoayceels, and cotanccus or visceral lelstmaniacls. Boverer, the
raptd tespo, tiscce abaeace of
Egpbae or Letohman-Dovovan bodies, and failure of ordloary fimgal and
parasisological yrojaratices to reveal a known agent argue stroogly
sgainst any establisked dlsgroels.

The viswal character of affected tlemes e aleo mlize ordinacy

el Tn sdvanced cases
ibe intogmeot wA wderlying uuu- appear altered In teir cptical
peoperties, a0 though rendered partlally transparect while still liviag.
This oboervation may prove isgortant.

Partber lmlllpll.m by a jooparly eqalpped sodicel tean ia
recameoded. It wbother quaraotive alcce -eou be
effective. Pimnv stady Thoutd dnctue eyoteantic exsiratica

* vater obtained fros ceootes 20d underground reservolrs
» fungal, moss-like, and botaaical grovihs pear cave systess

» blood and tissue sasples fros affected individuals, with imsediate
fization

= eavircemental expocure, ritaal practices, and proziaity to siblerranetn
water scurces

Untid the mode of trensmiseica is known, close ccotact with the sick,
their bodlly flulds, snd unfized post-sortea tisoves shoald be avoided
wheoever poesible.

Plyer Handout:
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New Case Any Plot cases by ward, staff routes, tunnels, | Spread follows contact and False trail Over-investigating
Mapping guardsO& RN barracks, and cross-cover |institutional movement, not miasma, |drains, sewer gas, or Voudon
nursing traffic. INT, Navigate, Accounting |sewer lines, or random curse. explanations.
Twsha victim Any Gently ask affected patients about sight, | Shows proximity-seeking is distress |Coercive questioning provokes
Interviews touch, loneliness, fear; effects of smell, behaviour, not hunger, but still panic, contagion contact, or
music, light, warmth, and relief near others.| spreads contamination. future escape attempt. Failure
Charm,Psychology, Persuade. or Fumble induces same
reaction Assuming emotional
distress is mere hysteria.
Laboratory Coutinho, Zorrilla if| Study test lab animal specimens, and those Growth accelerates somewhat with | Cutting lesions means spreadin
Animal Study lucid, Gil if able, affected in Aux Lab nutrients, moisture, warmth. contagious & viable Twsha
Work scientific PCs material.

Test against light/dark, light polarization,
radiation, dryness, humidity, vibration,
electricity, nutrients, psychiatric meds.

Dryness, bright polarized light,
vibration, sound patterns/interference
suppress activity.

Twsha Anomaly | Coutinho, Zorrilla if

Studying / charting changes of the

Post-mortem restraint failure suggest

Human euthanasia of those

Studies lucid, Gil if able, metacarpal entity, BarreraOs living hosts are unintentional affected the only course.
scientific PCs metamorphosizing remains, & changes to |substrates; life forms that have
Zorrilla & his abdominal mass, complex nervous systems slow Overfeeding the metacarpal
growth, lack of sanity or madness until it bursts its container.
accelerates
Twsha Signal Tambor, Zorrilla, |Observe for abdominal pain & metacarpal |Reveals Twsha tissues signal through Mistaking syncopated rhythms
Study musically or OtappingO synchrony, specimen pulses, wg vibration primarily, but effects for purely occult musical
mechanically cylinder recording responses, and effects of amplified under polarized light. Openg tradition. Falsely believing can
skilled PCs percussion or industrial machinery. the idea of permanent latent learn Twsha language

dormancy solution.

Researching Potential Suppressive Signals

¥

Tambor as Interpreter

Tambor

can detect &

¥ Zorrilla as Living Regulator: If conscious ZorrillaOs
altered physiology may help self-impose suppression
through force of will on the growing abdominal neur
mass. Each attempt causes severe pain, however, &
pushing too hard risks unconsciousness &

al

accelerating his own progression.

reproduce rhythmic patterns in tapping, drumming,
and specimen movement. He does not understand the
Twsha scientifically, but he hears what physicians

& reacts intuitively to it.

¥ Metacarpal Specimen as Reference: The contained
specimen may reveal the active unheard rhythm or
phase pattern. Bringing it too close, however, risk s
amplifying the wrong signal to unwittingly impose
dominance over the wrong Twsha tissue.

¥ Machinery as Blunt Interference: Steam laundry
machinery , diesel generators start up sounds , boiler
room sounds , water pumps, construction sounds
high voltage electrical discharges , and can disrupt

miss

Twsha signalling through vibration, electrical nois e &
random mechanical resonance. This is crude,
hazardous, and hard to control, but useful when the re
is no time for delicacy.

¥ Structured/Layered Acoustic Suppression: Afro-
Cuban syncopated percussion , Santeria bata
drumming rhythms ,(version 2 ) atrial fibrillation

heartbeat sound amplified, or ritual Orisha cadences
may impose temporary entrainment. Recorded and
broadcast over the PA, a dormancy signal could reac h
multiple wards if Twsha afflicted can Ohear®, but
distortion, feedback squeal, or the wrong rhythm ma y
worsen agitation or even accelerate growth.

Table A4 Research Setbacks (

KeeperOs Choice to complicate & redirect Research, not halt progre

SS).

Research Setback Immediate Effect

Longer-Term Consequence

Infrastructure Failure

research and containment.

Power fluctuation, failed refrigeration, lightingks,
contaminated water, or ventilation disruption inteupts

Specimens degrade, dormancy periods shorten,
and outbreak progression accelerates.

Researcher
Destabilization

A compromised Investigator-researcher conceals sytoms,
alters notes, & attempts unsafe cut-corner procedas.

Investigators receive mixed truths, false
conclusions, or dangerous recommendations.

"



Subject Escape /

Exposure seeks emotional contact.

An infected patient, or animal escapes, wanders,dgs, or

New infection clusters emerge and rumours spread
through the Mazorra.

Biological Escalation
signalling, or transmissibility.

Twsha tissues abruptly change behaviour, growth eat

Existing protocols become unreliable; visible
manifestations increase.

Information Corruption

Notes vanish, charts contradict one another, speciens are
mislabeled, or witnesses disagree.

Investigators lose confidence in timelines and may
pursue incorrect theories.

External Interference

suppress research.

Porra, cultists, frightened staff, desperate lovergolitical
actors, orBaron Kriminalinterrupt, sabotage, steal, or

Research priorities shift from understanding to
survival & escape.

Institutional Breakdown
coordinated response.

Invasion, panic/riots, or conflicting orders disrup

Isolation wards fail, vulnerable patients disappear
and even delusional patient command authority
fragments.

Minor Procedural

Failures
and focus.

Delayed charting, fatigue-clumsy broken glasswaujfting
temperatures, exhausted staff, misplaced files, was time

Research slows incrementally while unnoticed
errors compound into larger failures.

Table A5: Requirements for a Dormancy Attempt

Requirement ! Method !

Risk !

Suppressive
Environment
to blood or nutrient fluids.

Subject is in an area relatively quiet dry area Wwibright
polarized light, minimal humidity, and minimal exgore

Proximity to darkness, warmth, moisture, or
blood/nutrient exposure restarts growth.

Signal Disruption

Introduce acoustic-mechanical interference: machimg,
engine vibration, discordant percussion, & PA fedxdck.

Too little disruption does nothing. Uncontrolle
disruption simply agitates nearby Twsha tissu

Signal Override
syncopated drumming,

Impose a coherent stabilizing pattern: Afro-Cubanusic,

Incorrect signalling may actually accelerate
Twsha maturation to the detriment of any
afflicted.

Forcing Twsha Dormancy

Once the Twsha Revelation Clock
Investigators may attempt forced
cure and cannot restore replaced tissue which now
indelibly taints those affected. However they can
preserve life & identity by halting further Twsha
maturation.

The Investigators are not learning communication wi
Twsha from their Research, and there is no musical

reaches Step 6, the
dormancy. Thisis nota

th

password or language to be deciphered. They are

stumbling toward temporary suppression of Twsha
maturation through combinations of rhythm, vibratio
sound, signal interference, environmental stressors
appear to disrupt Twsha coordination & maturation.

n,
that
The

(+!

effect is partial, inconsistent, and dangerous to
reproduce under field conditions, but in a lab sett

they just may be able to achieve permanency

ing

A Twsha dormancy attempt requires three coordinated
domains:

1.! Medicine or Biology to identify viable subjects,
monitor deterioration, & any harmful responses.

2.! Mechanical or Electrical Repair to shape vibration,
power, lighting, machinery,or  containment
conditions on hosts that can detect effects.

3.1 Listen, POW, Art/Craft: Percussion, or TamborOs

tapping Pulp Talant to detect, match, oppose, or
impose an overriding suppressive rhythm.

Each domain requires one lead roll. Other Investiga tors
may assist, contain, restrain, observe, manage
equipment, calm witnesses, block interference, or
prevent contamination. A successful assist grants o ne

Bonus Die, cancels one Penalty Die, or prevents one
related complication. No lead roll may receive more than
two Bonus Dice. Extra successful assistance reduces
risk rather than improving the roll further.

The Keeper then uses Table A5 to determine results.
Twsha Dormant subjects retain visible Twsha
alterations, but are not infectious while dormancy holds.

Dormancy is not cure or immunity. It is imposed latency

akin to flicking a biological switch: the Twsha rem ains
suppressed in altered tissues indefinitely, but may
reactivate months, years, or even decades later und era

strong overriding Twsha signal.



Table A6: Dormancy Resolution Table

Result

Oucome

3 domain successes

Dormancy induced. Progression halts for 1D6 hourSontinued protocol extends dormancy.

success

3 successes, with at least 1 Hard

Sustained dormancy for 24 hours, provided suppresa& conditions are maintained.

3 successes, with at least 1
Extreme success and no failures

Deep dormancy holds indefinitely unless conflictingverriding Twsha signals resume.

2 domain successes

repeated or stabilized.

Partial dormancy. Progression slows for 1D6 houtsjt symptoms resume unless the protocol is

1 domain success

message, or final instruction.

Brief suppression only. Subject calms or clears mily for 1D10 minutes, long enough for a clue

0 successes

Dormancy fails. Progression resumes immediately accelerates at the KeeperOs discretion.

Lead fumble

1d6 hours.

Twsha signaling actually strengthens. Nearby affed subjects advance one stage, the subject
suffers Twsha-directed behaviour, and a participag Investigator risks exposure. May try again i

Assist Fumble

Creates a local complication unless another assistaincels it.

Table A7: Summary Twsha Revelation Clock

Step

Reelation

Practical Conseqience

1. Not Zombie Undead

The afflicted are alive, conscious, frightened
and not predatory.

Gentle handling improves safety.
Do not treat them as monsters.

2. Replacement, Not Rot

No ordinary putrefaction explains the optical
changes. Tissue is being replaced by
translucent Twsha analogues.

Quarantine/containment alone is
inadequate.

3. Living Hosts Restrain It

Living physiology slows the process. Death
accelerates it. Mazorra Guard Barrera prove
this at human scale.

Avoid killing affected hosts unless there is n
other option. Death & unleashed growth
worsens contamination risk.

4. Growth & Repression
Discoveries

The metacarpal proves Twsha can grow
outside a living human host if given moisture
substrate, and nutrients.

Nutrient exposure must be controlled.
Suppression techniques include vibration,
acoustics, bright (polarized) light

5. Twsha Tissues Signal
Each Other

Metacarpal entityOs tapping, and ZorrillaOs
abdominal spasms in synch with Metacarpal
entity show coordination through vibration

Signalling vulnerability which can be
disrupted & exploited

6. Suppression & Dormancy| Biological change is irreversible; there is no
Requires Signal Control

cure. However, Twsha may be suppressed
into a permanent dormancy pattern.

May proceed to attempts to force-sign
dormancy [see Table A6]Success = d6 hrs,
Hard = 24 hrs, Extreme = indefinitely

JOHN REDDEN:
with your cardiac procedure earlier in May, & huzza
new cybernetic implant! !
included as OEaster HumorO BTW!

| am glad to learn that things went well
h to your
That was a horrible pun you

PEDRO PANHOCA DA SILVA & CAMILA LOUREN,O
PANHOCA::
flowchart showing all possible paths would be extre

Re IF books having Oreading mapsO; | think a
mely

@

BRIAN ROGERS:

helpful to ensure all paths are followed, but be pl aced upside
COMMENTS down at the very end.
E&A #11 LISA  PADOL: Thanks  for  your  web-link

Stephanie St. Clair ; the Queen of HarlemOs underworld; | had never
heard of her before . RY Mazorra CTM: | incorporated my reply to
one of your questions in the designer notes section
Iso extensively revised my initial Investigators Re

the Appendix A Secrets of the Twsha lincluded thish. !
helpful editorial comments | sent to you as a direc

of thish. | had
search Tree into
Your other
t email message!

| really enjoyed reading your detailed coverage
of Mother Hubbard and how you kitted her out using the V&V

rule system. Snickered at the “potion of spinesO re  action everyone



had. ! 1 was sorry to hear about your motherboard crash
cascading down to cause the loss of all your writte
And | hope all of ZachOs special needs have resolve

ROGER BW : All the very best for the launch of your new
board-gaming APA OOf Dice and MeeplesO

MATT OCapt. Baloney Face® STEVENS:  RYCT Roger BW:
OEone of my concerns is that Owe donOt talk about p  olilicsO
can very easily become Owe donOt ques !"on the status quo.O0;
Huzzah! | agree completely.

RYCT Lisa Padol & the theme of authenticity in the vintage

pulps. This also resonated with me. The better pul p writers
did not treat OQauthentic detail® as decoration. The  y used to
oil the narrative machinery to convey the story and the action
briskly along in a fashion entirely believable to t he reader

because of the accuracy of its detail.

Lester Dent, who wrote most of the Doc Savage novels as

Kenneth Robeson, is a useful example of someone who used
and shared details of his own knowledge and experie nces to
craft his stories. Dent had an inventorOs temperame ntand a

magpie appetite for grabbing and hoarding practical

knowledge for his stories, and just like how Doc pe rsonified
the official Boy Scout motto OBe Prepared®, Denthi mself was
a Scoutmaster. He also held pilot, radio-operator | icenses,
telegraph, electrician, and plumbing credentials, s ailed with

his wife Norma Dent aboard their schooner Albatross , was
for a spell a member of the  ExplorerOs Club from his travels
and drew on those experiences for fiction that felt modern,
technical, & cutting edge for its day.

ATTRONARCH:  Hagar the Hewer was pretty brave to go
exploring that tight space despite Tiberius being | ost for
reasons unclear to all. It was later heartbreaking to see he
succumb to that undead female vampire-faced horror whose
snake like body was made up of the bodies of dead w omen.
MYLES CORCORAN: RAE this write-up for Mausritter,
especially the eerie encounter of the slumber encha nted mice
near the Ghost Beech, compounded with Gwen meeting with

the EIf Whitethorn Ash in the Winter Wood.

Re lIrish fuel protests : | suspect this is only the beginning.

Energy shocks now ripple globally almost immediatel y, and
ordinary people end up paying for geopolitical

brinkmanship they had no role in creating. | do not think
the present crisis can simply be blamed on Iran alo ne. The

n comments.
d for the better.

(#

broader confrontation around the Gulf, threats to s
through Hormuz, sanctions, and retaliatory measures
all helped drive fuel prices sharply upward.What
particularly angers me is how another island nation , Cuba,

hipping
have

is being treated at the same time. The tightening U S
pressure campaign on Cuba, combined with earlier ac tions
against Venezuela and threats directed at other cou ntries
supplying fuel to the island, has worsened an alrea dy
severe humanitarian situation. Even Mexico appears to
have stepped back from fuel shipments under US pres sure.
The result is not abstract politics but daily civil ian
suffering. Fuel shortages in Cuba are now affecting

electricity  generation, hospital backup  systems,

transportation, food distribution, and even basic s anitation
and garbage removal. Whatever one thinks of the Cub an
government, deliberately intensifying conditions th at
primarily harm ordinary civilians strikes me as bot h

needlessly cruel and strategically shortsighted.

GABRIEL ROARK:  Thanks for your highly detailed survey
through Barrows & Borderlands, (subtitled A Weird Science

Fantasy Old-School Style Role Playing Game set in a Dark
Radioactive Wasteland of Magic, Black-powder, and
Dragons!). 101l be waiting on the second part next ish. ! Happy

belated 28 t wedding anniversary and enthusiastic skating
progress!

ELF: Your Brindlewood Bay game sounded fascinating but

the solution of the player-detectives framing perso ns seems
terribly wrong to me on so many levels. The game sp ecifically
references TV and vintage detectives for their move s, and few
of these would go along with this ploy. Your added comment
that the scenario write-ups seem so OsparseO struck  a chord
with me because it highlights the real tension at t he heart of
adventure design. Too little detail and the GM is f orced to
improvise on the fly connective tissue, motivations , logistics,

and background under pressure while already jugglin g
pacing, rules, and players. Too much detail, howeve r, risks
overwhelming the reader or creating the impression that the
scenario must be followed as a fixed script.

I increasingly suspect there is no universal Ocorre ctO density.
Different GMs want different things. Some prefer a skeletal
framework they can freely adapt, while others want a richly
documented environment they can confidently inhabit
without inventing half the setting themselves, and any
attempt to satisfy both preferences is folly.

RARE your many thumbnail reviews of interesting items
included in the  Trans Rights Idaho Bundle. I lwas sad to
learn from your last zine that dice legend & d100 i nventor

Lou Zocchi had died.

DYLAN CAPEL: RAE your Megadungeon essay & your
attendance at Salute 2026 . Your mentioning of  Necropolis28
stimulated me to look up this Narrative Diorama Skirmish

Game.

PATRICK RILEY: RYCT Lisa Padol where you wrote Ol asked
the player to run the dinos and the player had the dinos run
away.O This is hilarious and for all the wrong re asons.

AVRAM GRUMER : | saw what you did there with conflating

the I"#"$%&($)!"#% "IHEY6& ()%&H +,1 +'1 &+ JO&! #$! %1&) 2+™*&0+!
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A&AEIN\(# ) &ASXISHAIY 1 &4, TB)H:

TIMOTHY COLLINSON:  Re BackerKit for Traveller 5 (based
on D&D 5e); the lowest tier for entry is $100!

JIM VASSILAKOS: RYCTM re image consistency: Thanks
very much. 1Om glad the images are coming across as

consistent, because the actual process was less ele gant than
the result suggests. Most of it was trial and error , with a fair

amount of brute effort.

The real starting point was not Al, but period refe rence. |

spent a lot of time combing 1920sB30s Cuban magazin es
found online: Bohemia for news/culture (think Time or
Newsweek magazine), Carteles for popular middle-class
imagery (think Life magazine ), and Social for elite fashion &
polish (ala Vanity Fair). From these | built folders of faces,

clothes, rooms, poses, ads, and graphic design cues toactas
1930s visual grammar.

For portraits, | often cleaned, upscaled, or lightl y colourized
old scans with free online tools like Vheer or Krea (which |
am using less as they nerf what is allowable), then layered
the improved version semi-transparently over the or iginal so
it still felt like a period photograph rather than a modern

reconstruction.

PowerPoint did much of the heavy lifting. As with my maps,

| used it as a collage tool: cutting figures out, r emoving
backgrounds, assembling reference sheets, then
screenshotting the composite for ChatGPT 5.5. That helped

preserve faces, clothing, pose, lighting, and style

The frustration was  drift. The model can make plausible

1930s scenes, but faces\ shift, people \{anish, unifo rms
modernize, and cinematic OimprovementsO creepinan  dhad
to be forcibly removed.

In one migraine inducing hour | had to constantly tell the
Al to stop having one personOs hands touching anoth erin

an inappropriate place ( see four images of Tambor getting

handsy with Dr Zorrilla in the Aux Lab below) . And when
they finally learned this, facial features of this NPC slipped
again and they let go another object they were supp osed to

be touching at the same time (arggh). So consistency came
less from perfect prompts than from repeatedly drag
the image back to the same Cuban 1930s visual gramm

ging
ar.

(%!

The horror images were harder. Guardrails sometimes
objected even when | was r educing gore ChatGPT itself

would generate. For depicting Twsha afflicted the m ost
reliable prompt language was optical special effect s rather
than anything seen as effects of violence: transluc ent
tissue, frosted glass, waxy distortion, aspic/gelat in,
impossible transparency, and visible anatomy rather than
injury or body horror.

So, in order: period archive, digital cleanup, Powe rPoint
collage, Al generation, then repeated correction. T he prompts

mattered, but the archive mattered more.

Everyone Else: RAEBNC

At the first Hamilton Art Crawl of 2026 | bumped in
my daughter Lauren with her friends

to

May 21st 2026. BCM




4XDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ

, JQRUDEOH 7KHPH IRU ( $

SDWULFEN 5

;3 IRU *3

*RGV 'HPLJRGV DQPD2WKEBUIJERQ 6S
DQG WKH &RVPLF 2UGHU

5HOLJLRQ LV SDUW RI FXOWXUH 6LQ
LQYRNLQJ FXOWXUH LQ P\ JDPH ZRUC
LUUHOLJLRXV OLIH P\VHOI UHODJLURX
P\ JDPHV 6XUH WKHUH DUH SULHVW
FXOWV IRU WKH 3&V JKRVDDJO\L VWK R
QRW FODLP WKDW WKH\ IHHO UHOLJL

5HOLJLRQ PDQLIHVWY LQ SHRSOH V }
VXSHUVWLWLKQ@WVDRIGYSHHFK VXFK
%OHVV \RX DIWHU D VQHH]H RU WK1
VDOW RYHU \RXU VKRXOGHU 7KHVH |
FRPPRQSODFH WKDW WKH\ EHFRPH W
WKH UHOLJLRVLW\ IDGHV :KHQ \RX U
\RX PLIKW QRW HYHQ DSSUHFLDWH L
VHH WKH FXVWRPV RI RWKHU FXOWXI
DSSUHFLDWH KRZ FXOWXUH LQWHJUL
ZRXOG DVN WKDW P\ SOD\HUV PDNH \
ZULWLQJ WKHP XS RQ D VHWWLQJ GR
KDYH WR UHDG DQG UHPHPEHU WR D:

$V JDPHUV ZH WHQG WR IRFXV RQ W
RI JRGV EXW WKH JRGV GR(HQFOHFK
ZRUOG GLUHFWO\ 7KH JRG RI VWRUF
WKXQGHUEROWY DQG EORZ JDOHV 7
EH VHHQ VWULGLQJIHIFGAR V,\0 B D QWD
GHPRQV DUH RIWHQ VHSDUDWHG IUR
VSDZQHG WKHP DQG DUH MXVW WUHL
PRQVWHUV 7KH &RVPLF 2UGHU GRHYV
ZKHQ \RX UH FOHDULQJ D WDYHUQ EI
WDNLQJ GRZQ WKH OLFK NLQJ ,Q RW
DQG VXFK DN RMXWM[W 1RW DOZD\V
PRVW Rl WKH WLPH

, ORYH D JRRG EODVSKHP\ , KDYH QI
DQG PDQJOLQJ FRQWHPSRUDU\ UHOL
EHOLHIV , RQFH UDQ D FRQYHQWLRC
3&V VKHGGLQJ WKHLU ERG\ WKHWDQ'
JA =hWdZ IjWj_&HH LQ 46/1 , UDQ
QRWLRQ WKDW , YH KHDUG VRPH &KU
QRW VHQG DQ\RQH WR KHOO WKH\ V
WKH VWDLUZD\ WR 'RZQWRZQ ZDV RS
DQ\RQH ZLWK ORZ VHOI HVWHHP RU F
VHQG WKHPVHOYHV 'RZQWRZQ ZKHQ
GHVHUYH LMDWHHJHDPV OD\Z&KRPH WK}
QDUFLVVLVW IUHHO\ JRHV 8SWRZQ

2Q0H RI WKH WURSHV Rl 265 LV WR UHDFK
ZKHQ "' DZDUGHG H[SHULHQFH SRLQWYV
SDUW EDVHG RQ WKH DPRXQW RI JROG S
ZHDOWK PD\EH JDLQHG E\ WKH 3&V , G

*3 RU ZHDOWK LQ JHQHUDO LV RQH DJ[L
DGYDQFHPHQW ,W SD\V IRU H[SHQVHV
HWF DQG FRQVXPDEOH UHVRXUFHV [IRF
KRZ \RX XSJUDGH \RXU JHDU PXQGDQH F

;3 LV PHEHQW D[LV W GHWHUPLQHV \RX
ZKLFK LQ WXUQ GHWHUPLQHV \RXU KLW
WKLQJV DQG DQ\ VSHOOV RU RWKHU DE|
\RX KDYH <RX FRXOG HMH{ QW WD \GHV
IRU GRLQJ FOPWHKVY®HWFL ;3 FDQ DOVR ZR
FDUURW IRU UROHSOD\LQJ

%RWK *3 DQG ;3 DUH UHZDUGV IRU RYHU
XVXDOW®&WY DIDLQVW PRQVWHUV EXW FR
RWKHU WKLQJV OLNH WUDSV GLSORPDW
<RX GHIHDW D PRQVWHU DQG \RX JHW LV
PLIJKW HYHQ EH D KDQG\ FKDUW WKDW W
PXFK *3 WKH PRQVWHU VKRXOG KDYH X\
EDVHG RQ D GLH UROO DQG ;3 JDLQHG |
XVXDOMHGE@QXPEHU EDVHG RQ KLW GLFH

'LWKLQ WKH JDPH ZRUOG *3 LV D UHDO
DQ DEVWUDFW QRWLRQ RI WKH JDPH PHF
EH DEOH WR JDLQ ;3 WKURXJK WUDLQLQ.
WKLV LV DQ LQ ZRUOG DFWLYLW\ (YHQ L
HILVWV LQ ZRUO GKRW XVUSD EWDRR X

KDYH

7KLV KDOI SDJH UDQW ZDV LQVSLUHG E\
RQ ([SHULHQFH ODVW LVVXH ,Q KLV 8W*
ORQJHU EXW WKDW FDQ EH DFKLHYHG |
WZHDNLQJ ;3 UHTXLUHPHQWYVY ,lI \RX GRC
LPPHGLDWHO\ SXUFKDVH PD[LPIDVONJHD U
OHYHOV ZRUWK RI ORRW WKHQ MXVW J
DSSURSULDWH 7KH DFWXDO ;3 DPRXQW
LQGHSHQGHQW IURP WKLV FDOFXOXV

$Q\zD\ , VHH QR UHDVRQ WR H[SOLFLWO
GRLQJ VR RQO\ FRPSOLFDWHYV PDVWWHUYV
RU ZHLUG RXWFRPHV 7KDW V DOO , UHI

, DOVR GRQ W OLNH UHTXLULQJ WUDLQL
DGYDQFHPHQW EXW WKDW V D VHSDUDMW

6DQ -RVH &DOLIRUQLD

VHI[DJHVLPDOLDQ#JPDL



'LFH &RUQHU

&RPPHQWYV RQ ( $ ,VVXH

,QVSLUHG E\ O\OHV FRPPHQWV WR -F

+HUH V WDNLQJ G DQG DGGLQJ
H[DPSOH UROOLQJ G DQG VXPPLQJ

= 3d == dd 5d == fGd
20%

15%

0%

7KH DYHUDJHV DUH
C C C C

$YHUI

JOLSSLQJ LW DURXQG KHUH DUH WKI
XQGHU D JLYHQ YDOXH DV LQ *8536
DQG WDNH WKH ORZHVW

5R0O0 8 C C C C

SRIJHU %:

,Q VRPH zZzD\V D 71( FDPSDLJQ LV OLNH L
IDQWDV\ JDPH <RX UH H[SORULQJ ORVW
WUHDVXUHV IURP WKH SDVW

5<&7 PH WKH ERWWRP ULIJKW EXWWRQ L
7KH UHVW DUH OLJKWV RU NH\KROHV

, ZRXOG PXFK UDWKHU KDYH DQ HQJLQHI
EXW , FDQ W FRPPLW VR SUREDEQW< V
DQG ZH DUH RQ WKH VDPH SDJH 5LJKW (
UHOHDVH WDUJHWHG IRU ODWH UXQH EX
PD\EH -XO\ LI SUHVVHG

5<&7 -RVKXD QHDU P\ KRXVIHR UY LWKH VW
/IDOQGPDUN 1HZ $OPDGHQ 4XLFNVLOYH

7KH ,QGLDQV XVHG SLIJPHQW IURP WKI
SDLQW OHUFXU\ ZDV PLQHG DV HDUO\
GLVFRYHU\ PDGH PHUFXU\ LQGLVSHQYV
PLQH WKH PRVW SURGXFWLYH LQ $PH
ZRUOG IDPRXV W VROG IRU L

$QG \HV WKH HQYLURQPHQWDO LPSDFW
PLQLQJ OLQJHUV VWLOO

'\ODQ &DSHO
+RZ SUHYDOHQW LV ' SULQWLQJ RI EHV
.LWEDVK .RUQHU"

,Q VAVWHP\D OD JNHH : RRRRIBWLF 5ROHSOD\LQ.
KLIKHU ZHDSRQ VNLOO WUDQVODWHYV LQ
JHWWLQJ DGGLWLRQDO GDPDJH ZLWK D |
WKH -XQJOH LV GRLQJ WKH VDPH EXW E

7LPRWK\ &ROOLQVRQ
5<&7 -LP GUGYFHO MHXIBA 36 7UD YKDO/GIHU
;3" :KDW ZDV \RXU RSLQLRQ RI LW WKHUI

0\OHV &RUFRUDQ
5<&7 /LVD DERXW UROOV ZLWK GLV DGY
QXPEHUV EDFN LQ 43/* FRPSDULQJD E
YHUVWK®RS 7KH\ DUH VR VLPLODU , VHH
WR X8RS H[FHSW ZH UH WRR ROG :H F
WLPH ZKHQ UROOLQJ D G PHDQW UROOL
GHVLJQDWLQJ D WHQV GLH DQG D RQHV
GLFH VHWV FRPH ZLWK WHQV GLH QXPEF
, KDYH QR GRXE¥WBWEKPMWKREB ZRXOG
PHVV ZLWK VRPH SOD\HUV LI WKH\ UROO
KDG WR SLFN EHWZHHQ DQG

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ

SDWULFN 5L«



,/ \RX KDYH D VPDOO GLFH SRRO DG!
2YHU WKHZFEUNY ZHOO :LWK D ODUJF
HtHFW LV QHJOLJLEOH DQG \RX VKRX
LOQFOXGH WKHP LQ WKH WRWDO

, GLGQ W OLNH WKH ROSRREZ® WWIMBLK
HGLWLRQ 7KLV DBSURDPRUBO VWDQ
SHUVRQDO SURFOLYLWLHY DQG P\VV
DUH UHDO ZRUOG SHRSOH ZKR GRQ V
WKDW WKH JDPH LQVLVWYV XSRQ LWV

OLFKDHO &XOH

7KHODPRXU 'D\V $QTULWHWS ZDV HV!
HQWHUWDLQLQJ WKLV PRQWK , /2/H(
WKH *UDQG ODVWHU RI WKH &HQRELYV

(O
,VQ W
RI =

IUDPHG IRU D PXUGHU WKDW ¢

@u

3XEOLVKHG DGYHQWXUHV WKDW GHS
PDNLQJ \WBXLY WKH DQWLWKHVLV RI .
ZDQWHG WR BDXISH VIRXOGQ W QHHG
DGYHQWXUH , GROB[SEFPWRRHREODQN"
SOD\HUV WKRXJKW Rl WKDW WKH DG"
WKRVH VKRXOG EH IDLUO\ PLQLPDO I

$YUDP *UXPHU

, WKLQN RQH UHDVRQ WHOHYLVLRQ ¢
IRU 53*V WRGD\ WKDQ LW GLG LQ WK
EHFDXVH WKHUH DUH IDU PRUH DQG
WR GUDZ IURP QRZ ,Q WKH E\WDR® R
ZULWWHQ VRXUFHV ZHUH D PXFK GHF
EDFN LQ WKH GD\ DQG VWLOO DUH

5HPHPEHU WKDW WKH YDVW PDMRUL\
WDNLQJ WKH UHLQV RI D SXEOLVKHG
PRGHUQ JDPHV ZKHUH SOD\HUV DUH
FROQWULEXWH WR WKH VHWWLQJ UHV
ZULWHUVY URRP RYHUORRNV WKH ID
6WMWGHU DHS@® OO0 RI &W BPXBGKKXR GHU Q
DQG WKDW JDPHV ZKLFK UHVHPEOH Z
TXLWH QLFKH ZKHQ \RX ORRN DW WK
FRPPXQLW\ DV D ZKROH

+RZ ZRXOG VRX GHQWKXVLDY W LA VE X\
JLYH DQ H[DPSOH B6RPHRQH LQ WKH
WR VWEKDM DLQJ 7KH RDPEBMLID ORV
SOD\HUV ZHUH KDSS\ WR SOD\ EXW F
7KH\ ZHUH DSSUHKHQVLYH VLQFH WK
LW DQG ZKDW WKH\ KDG KHDUG VRXC
ZHUH JDPH EXW HQWKXVLDVWLF ZRX

VWURQJ RI D ZRUG WR XVH 6KRXOG WKELC
H[FOXGHG IURP WKH FDPSDLJQ EHFDXVH
SUHUHTXLVLWH HQWKXVLDVP RiUH WHKMGWI U
JDPH ZKHUH WKH\ FRXOG DOO EH HTXDO
ZKROH KHDUWHGO\ HQWKXVLDVWLEF"

, OO0 QRWH WKDW WKH OIB\HIID ODUMSXEC
VHWWLQJ LQFOXGHGZXRIEZDY D SULQFHV

-RVKXD .URQHQJROG

5<&7 PH , P D ELW LQVXOWHG WKDW \RX
SUREDELOLW\ PDWK RQ :56 21 FRXUVH
UHFRJQL]HG WKDW LW ZDV LPSRUWDQW
VXUHHMNIKW HYHQ LI WKH PDWK ORRNH

7KH RGGV EHORZ DUH IRU D FDUG GHF
DFFRXQW IRU WKH RGGV RI GUDZLQJ D M
RWKHU FDUGV $VUXMLQUMWXKHBIKWHU D VK
KHUH DUH WKH RGGV RI VXFFHVV EDVHG
FDUGV

&DUGBXFFHVYV

'UDZLQJ FDUGY ZRXOG EH IRU DYHUDJI
DYHUDJH IRU 3&V ZKR WHQG WR EH DEF
LQGLYLGXDOV FRXOG EH KLJKHU

+HUH DUH WKH RGGV RI JHWWLQXR® RU P

GUDZLQJ RU FDUGV 7KLV ZDV EDVHG

VLPXODWHG UDQGRP GUDZV 7KDW V ZK\
FDUGV LV MAURPWOKHR DERYH

6XFFHVVHNDUGY FDUGV

7KH RGGV MXPS XS FRQVLGHUDEO\ ZKHQ
LQWR SOD\ 7KHQ WKH FDUG RQO\ QHHG
RI WKH DELOLW\ WR VXFFHHG

5<&7 -RKQ RQH DQHFGRWH , UHPHPEHU
GRW FRP EXEEOH FUDVK ZDV KRZ /XFHQV
WKHLU FXVWRPHUV WR SXUFKDVH WKHLL

J)DFH FDUGV \LHOG VXFFHVVHV $FHV \

SDWULFN 5LOH\

4XDVLSVHXGROXGRJIQR\



FLUFXODU DQG EXEEOH VKDSHG $, IX
EH VSHFWDFXODU ZKHQ WKH EXEEOH

5<&7 /LVD DERXW 3DWULFN V WUDLQ
DERXW WKH PRUDO SOD\ DQG RSWLP
XSRQ WKH FRQFHSW RI JLYLQJ WKH V
LW JUHDWO\ LQFUHDVHG P\ HQWKXVL
IXHOHG PH WR VHH LW WR FRPSOHWL

5<&7 $YUDP IRU $, WR KDYH FRQFLF
PXVWVW DJUHH RQ ZKDW FRQVFLRXV
ZLWKLQ WKH DQLPDO NLQJGRP FDQ
VSHFLHV WKDW GR RU GR QRW KDYH
FRQVFLRXVQHVV LV D VSHFWUXP ZK

/ILVD 3DGRO
5<&7 PH ZKHUH URRP $ ZRXOG EH L\
URRP $ 6LPLODUO\ WKHUH LV QR %

6RPH URRPVY DK MXVW DQ HGLWLQ
MXVW EHHQ D WKRXJKW WKDW VWDU'
RU JRW PRYHG HOVHZKHUH

7KH SLHFH LQ WKH PD]H LV WKH \HC
ORZHU OHIW FRUQHU

JRU & \RX KDYH W BRIRRIWWD MWCHH W KAFHR  F
FLUFXLW IURP WKH SRZHU VRXUFHFKC
GRRU LQGLYLGXDOO\

7TKH ELUG SLFWXUHV DUH D YLFWLP F
7KH SOD\HUV DW WKH WDEOH KDG QF

5<&7 %ULDQ 5 KDYLQJ WKH ZKROH JlI
LW FRPHVY WR FKDUDFWHU FUHDWLRC
SDUWLFXODU WKH JURXS FDQ VWHHI
PDNH LW IHHORGBXD WD AWHU 7KH SU
DORQJ WR JHW DORQJ FDQ URE \RX
7TKHUH KDV WR EH D EDODQFH

5<&7 (Ol , DJUHH WKDW FRQYHQWLR
JUHDWHU SRWHQWLDO WR EH PRUIHU
WR EH PRUH H[SHULPHQWDO ZLWK D
NQRZ WKH SOD\HUV DQG \RX UH LQ D
FRQYHQWLRQ JDPH LV PXFK ZRUVH W
JDPH 30D\WHVWLQJ GRHV KHOS EXV
JURXS PD\ QRW ZRUN ZLWK D JURXS
FRQYHQWLRQ

,Q P\ ZD\ Rl WKLQNLQJ WKHUH LV D ¢
7KLV LV D YHU\ H[SHQVLYH JDPH WR
FKDUJH H[WUD IRU LW  :H ZDVQWRWR:
GHVHUYH WR POWH D SUR

5<&7 $YUDP , WRR XVHG WKH WHUP SUF
\RX GLG :KHQ ORRNLQJ LW XStHAXYG DQR:
JRRG V\QRSVLV DV D FRQFLVH VHQV
WKH FRUH FRQFHSW HVWDEOLVKLQJ WK
JRDO DQG WKHBF@WRUDZKR®W LI VFHQEL
DV WKH VWRU\ HQJLQH RXWOLQLQJ WKH
ZLWKRXW UHYHDOLQJ WKH HQGLQJ *RRC
VSHFL KLJK VWDNHV DQG RIWHQ KLJKOL
XQLTXH VLWXDWLRQ

5<&7 %ULDQ 0 , ZRXOG LQWHUSUHW DF]|
HEHFWLYHO\ LPSRVVLEOH WR UHIHU WR
ZRXOG QRW QRWLFH RQ D FXUVRU\ JODQ
DFWLYH VHDUFK , ZRXOG DSSO\ WKLV W
SDLQWLQJ RU D VHFUHW GUDZHU LQ D G
VHDUFK WKH URRP RU :H VHDUFK WKH
HQRXJK IRU PH WR HLWKHU FDOO WRU D |
ZDV D 9LWDO &0XH WKH UROO ZRXOG E
KRZ ORQJ LW WRRIE WWHRQVR IXPEOH W}
PLJKW KDYH EURNHQ VRPHWKLQJ DQG RI
QRLVH LQ WKHLU VHDUFK

%ULDQ 5RIJHUV

, ] RQH ZHUH WR/RDMNHWKHHIJUHWWDEOH
6XSHUKHIMRBEBVMURXS RI 3&V LW ZRXOG D!
WR JLYH WZR PDJLF XVHUV ODGDP 6DWD
+XEEDUG WZR GLVWLQFW IRUPV RI PDJL

, QHYHU JRW WKHWHQVUHXITCHWIPN ZULWW
WKDW WKHUH ZzDV D FHQWUDOL]HG UHO!
DOVR FDPW LQWRLGHZD\V DIWHU , KDG D!
EHHQ LOWURSXFBQ®MRVLHY 'HPLRRPGV

RZQ DVVXPSWLRQV PD\ KDYH FORXGHG P

ODUWLDO FOHULFV JHW DGYDQWDJHV LQ
FOHULFV JHW VSHOOFDVWLQJ $UH WKH
&KDULVPDWLF FOHULFV RQ SDU ZLWK WK

5DWKHU WKDQ VD\LQJ &OHULFV WKH\ FC
JUHDWHU GDPDJH 6ZRUGYV EHFDXVH VX
,QWHOOLJHQW ZK\ QRW MXVW VD\ WKH\

ZHDSRQV"
$ VXFFHVVIXO ([RUFLVP WXUQV OMYHO
PHDQ VNHOHWRQV RU ]JRPELHV" I VR

SROWHUJHLVWV" $// RI WKHP"

,Q JHQHUDO , OLNH KRZ \RX YH VWUXFW
WR EH UHDOO\ QLW SLFN\ WKHSSHDAJVFL
LQ D FRXSOH RI GHYRWLRQ GHVFULSWLR
GIHUHQW ZRUG WR GLVWLQJXLVK LW IUR

AXDVLSVHXGROXGRIJQRVWLFDWLRQ

SDWULFN 5L«



ODWW 6WHYHQV
, FRQFXU ZLWK \RXU VWDQFH RQ SRC

5<&7 PH P\ SOD\HUV ZHUH DEOH WF
QDPHV EXW , KDG WR GR D ELW RI S
RSSRVHG WR FURZ RU UDYHQ QRN
DQ\RQB WKH JDPH FDQ VRRRHRIEXW K
JDPH FDQ VROYH 7KH WULFN LV PDN
VDPH VRPHRQH IRU PRVW RI WKH SX]

5<&7 (Ol WKH PHGLHYDO &DWWRG@U\W¥F
JHQHULF IDQWDV\ JDPH GHSHQGLQ
E\ JHQHULF IDQWDV\ DQG ZKDW \RX Z

5<&7 WR -LP WKH RWKHU QDUUDWLY
ZH DOO VKRXOG EH HPEUDFLQJ DQG

-LP 9DVVLODNRYV

5<&7 0\OHV SHUKDSV WKLQJV KDG W
OHHZD\ LQ WKH V EXW LI D VWXG
KV GRQ W ZH XVH 5XVW LQ D FODVYV
B\ WKRQ ZKDW ZRXOG \RX H[SHFW WK

3URJUDPPLQJ LV OLNH FRRNLQJ 2QF
DQG WKH WHUPLQRORJ\ \RX FDQ H[S
\RXU VNLOOV %XW LI WKH FRRNLQJ |
OLNH KRZ WR XVH D VWRYHWRS RU ¥
FDQ EH DW D ORVQ® @G RRWHQJ ,QV'
VKRXOG UHFRJQL]JH WKLV DQG KHOS
WDXJKW KRZ WR ERLO ZDWHU

KV LWQV\WWKWORXIJKW LQ VFKRROV HYH
VFKRROLQJ " :KDW LV \RXU DQVZHU L
KDYH WR OHDUQ EODQN!" HVSHFLDC(
VRPHWKLQJ ZLWKRXW SUDFWLFDO D¢
LQ'BIOG WKDW XVHV LW OLNH WULJR
OLWHUDWXUH" , JHW WZLWFK\ ZKHQ
OHDUQLQJ DERXW PLWRFKRQGULD ZL

5<&7 5RIHUSGRBDIJDFMOLI\ DV KDYLQ
FRKHUHQW WKHRU\ RI PDJLF"

$OVR 3&V LQ PDQ\ IDQWDV\N\ JDPHV D
WKH WA\SH ZKR KDYH DOUHDG\ GHFLG
ZDV VRPHWKLQJ WKH\ ZDQW WR GR
EDNHG LOQWR WKH SUHPLVH RI WKH F
VWDUWIU@I BRHOUHRKDQW FDPSDLJQ EX
SOD\HU DVN +RZ DERXW LI ZH GRQ"
7TKHUH DUH PXFK HDVLHU VDIHU DQ!
PDNH PRQH\

6XFK DV QRW SXWWLQJ D SRW LQ W

3SIDWULFN =RFK

, DP UHPLQGHG RI WKH QHWZRUNLQJ JC
PHFKDQBPYRJH :RYRG¥FDQ HLWKHU GR L
1LFH :D\ RU 7KH 1RW 6R 1LFH :D\ XVLQJ
3HUVXDVLRQ RU ,QWLPLGDWLRQ UHVSHI
QHWZRUNLQJ UHDO ZRUOG SROLFH LQW
PDQ\ KRXUV WKDW ZH SUREDEO\ GRQ W :
IXOO0\ $QG MXVW OLNH DQ\ RWKHU VRFL
SUREDEO\ ZDQW D PL[ RI LQ FKDUDFWHU
UROOLQJ

'LWK LQWHUURJDWLRQV DV ZLWK PDQ\ \
WR EH FRQVFLRXV RI WKH JDS EHWZHHQ
DQRG WKH FKDUDFWHUV VNLOOV :KLOH 1
138 LQWHUURJDWLRQ WR SOD\ RXW OLN
SURFHGXUDO GURFN RWPYSGRYLVLQJ WKD
WKH JDPH WDEOH LV KDUG DQG SUREDEC
SOD\HUV VNLOO

J)LOOHU

‘H RQO\ PDQDJHG WR SOD\ RQH VHVVLRQ
$GYHQWXUHUV *XLOG FDPSDLJQ WKLV PF
FDQFHOOHG GXH WR PLVVLQJ D SOD\HU
SRLVRQLQJ DQG WKH RWKHU ZHHNHQG F
. XEODFRQ , PXVW DGPLW WKDW , [P VWD
*0 EXUQ RXW , P KRSLQJ EHLQJ D SOD\H
LQYLJRUDWH PH , WKLQN , ZLOO VWUXF

IRU WR VHVVLRQV a PRQWKYV DQG
VKRUWHU VHOI FROQOWDLQHG DGYHQWXU'
"' DVLGH IRU D ZKLOH QRW QHFHVVDUL

JHQHUDOO\ EXW VRPHMKHQW 42RWXVDD®IG

, YH EHHQ LQ D ELW RI D VXSHUKHUR PR
EHFDXVH Rl WKH JDPH , P UXQQLQJ DW .
WXQHG QH[W PRQWK DQG V2XWSXQEKDBV
6XSHUKIBBRHW WDNHVY D PRUH DEVWUDF!
VXSHUKHUR DELOLWLHV ZKLOH DW WKH
ODUYHO &LQHPDWLF 8QLYHUVH D ELW WHF
VRPH LQWHUHVWLQJ WKLQJV ZLWK SDFL
XQORFNIHFWN DV WKH KHURHV PDNH SUR
GHIHDWLQJ D WKUHDWK®XW R XIOmBU | WHK®!
IDLUO\ TXLFNO\ 2SSRQHQWY DUH UHGXF
QXPEHUV DQG FRXQWGRZQ FORFNV ZLWHK
% YRU OHIW WR QDUUDWLRQ 3HUKDSV 5
RQ KLV H[SHULHQPHWZI XK MEKHP , SXW L
P\ QRW VR VKRUW OLVW RI FDPSDLJQ R
FXUUHQW RQH HQGV

SDWULFN 5LOH\
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NEST

BUILDING MY LEGACY: Two More of
the Six Gods

THE SON
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Truthfulness
THE DAUGHTER

Mother, may | go out dancing? Yes, my

P darling daughter

Mother, may | try romancing? Yes, my darling
daughter

What if there's a moon, mama darling, and it's
shining on the water

Mother, must | keep on dancing? Yes, my
darling daughtef?]

The Daughter is the goddess of the young
woman, not yet a mother. She is the protector of

7KH VRQ LV WKH PDOH RI PDW Xall who seek out what will make life go&d.
FKRVHQ D OLIH SDUWQHU ZKR lLike the Son she favours courage but not ¢yés

IDQF\ IUHHT
achieve a place in the world, of soldiers and
other warriors especially.

He favours those who take direct action. He
favours courage and achievement, not reflection
and planning. Those are the field of the Father
and general officers. The Son is the patron of
soldiers and policemen up to the lower officer
ranks.

He despises those who dither and outright
cowards.

Most of his worshippers are only there during
their youth (though there are some who stay in
the cult well into middle age): they are on the
way to becoming worshippers of the Father or of
Uncle.

APPROPRIATE RELIGIOUS
DISADVANTAGES

Code of Honour (Gentleman)
Code of Honour (Soldier)
Impulsiveness

Sense of Duty: The City.

1 Patrick Gilmore 1863

+H LV WKH SDWURFRQVLGHUDWLRQV RI VDIHW\ RU VD

followers sometimes do.) She favours sincerity
in relationships and despises those who deceive.
She is also the goddess of the hunt, revered by
male and female hunters.

Her worshippers move on to The Mother and/or
The Crone.

APPROPRIATE RELIGIOUS DISADVANTAGES

Pacifism (Cannot Harm Innocents): (Note that

this does not extend to not hunting animals)

Sense of Duty: The City.

7+( :$< 2) 7+( :25/"

O\ OLIH LV SUHWW\ XQUHPDUNDEOH
%UXFH KDG DQ LQIHFWLRQ DQG , KL
KLP WR WDNH DQWL ELRWLFV LQ KL
WRXFK ZRRG WR KDYH UHFRYHUHG

O\ ZHLJKW ORVV VHHPV WR KDYH FR
HYHQ UHYHUVHG ,TP VWLFNLQJ ZLYV

2 Jack Lawrence 1940 performed by Dinah Shore



IRU QRZ DQG ZLOO VHH ZKDW WP ak KEANUS RNohdrHhe &/ Rikfahtryman
IRU PH EXW ,TP QRW JHWWLQJ RhokvBrs§hihyHMnSakt just to prove the

tolerance of the Red Goddess.
$V IRU WKH ZRUOGMSQ VH RUW B« /HW
PRUH IDQWDVWLFDO EXW OHYVYVN4QRREN Eharac@i3 W thd Bpisydd V- WK D Q
FXUUHQW &XUUHQW $IIDLUV

VISHI: A High Llama rider and a slave in

CUNNING PLANS AND OVER- Vostor's family since he was five. The Wise

REACHING AMBITIONS 6HUYDQW WR 9RVWRUTYV %RPEDVWL
Monday games have mostly been stalled over = SENATOR GEILBONUS SPEAKER OF THE

absences and illnesses especially for the IMPERIAL SENATE: Vengeful Uncle of

Lictors. The Three Pilgrims have made it to SENATOR PAULUS LONGVALE the former

WKH (PSHURUTV FRXUW MXVW MagiengfiICPadsesiR GLVFRYHU
that there has just been a change of ruler

putting a child on the throne and his father in SENATOR FALERIUS AGGARIUS Their
the robes of a Buddhist monk. They fear landlord and (increasingly) Patron.

(rightly) that their enemy, the Master of FALERIA AGGARIA, the Senator's daughter

Origami, is there already.
g y ORSORKHON, Grand Master of the Cenobites

Wednesday nights continue through the first
term of wizard school ,fYH GHFLGHG LWBRERRR OF THE HIDEOUS 200
sense to up the speed of time passing and skip
over weeks where nothing happens but classes
and socialising. Winter Festival is coming up,
the players having declined a chance to go on
an outworld holiday under supervision in

favour of staying in the City and doing extra
classes, the swots.

A MAHOUT
A NOBLE AND SCHOLARLY WYRM

BEAT-POT AELWRIN. Lunar Hero,
(PSHURUfV %RG\JXDUG DQG &KHI

GLAMOUR DAYS AND NIGHTS MOONSON ARGENTUS, The Emperor.

Soldiers including the CO and Adjutant of the

Player Characters:
y Fourth Pelandan Foot.

Alan as ESHAN, a Seven Mothers worshipping

Nobleman with a lot of social skills Mysterious Assassins of an Obscure Cult.
Graham as VOSTOR a worshipper of the Lunar ~ ASSASSINS, OVERSEERS AND THE

war god Yanafal Tarnils with a dark secret. OMPHALOS

Drak as JARATHIR another YT initiate with a At the start of the session the GM handed out the
Big Sword. actual timetable/diary for the campaign so far.
Martin as SANDENE, a (female) scout/sniper GM: This is a list of the weeks of the campaign,

because some people have to be different. Also  the dates in Glorantha and what happened those

ZRUVKLSV <7 %XW QRW DV GLIlimes) Asgavad vaa tell | haven't got anything
wrong.

3 For 24 09 25



DRAK: Well, you would believe th}.

There was a disagreement about when the
Humakt High Holy Day was, this being of some
importance to one of the PCs. And annoyingly,
it did turn out that the GM had triggered
Humakt's seasonal Holy Day a day early, a day
that hadn't actually happened yet.

ALAN: You can rewrite the calendar if you want
to.

Sometimes it's hard to tell if he's being sarcastic
or supportive!

So in the end | ruled that the PC had attended his
temple and renewed his Rune Points and that
was already in the past though the Holy Day
celebrations were in fact in the future.

GM: Let's just say it's Glamour and leave it at
that.
MARTIN: (It's) Midnight Mass.

Which seemed like a good enough explanation,
if one was needed.

GM: You've done a lot of stuff and had a lot of
adventures. When did any of you last gain any
reputation?

It had been a while. Martin pointed out there was
a lot of stuff they had done which they couldn't
tell anyone about (which was true) and then
Graham pointed out that they had met the
Emperor. (They got to do the full bashing-your-
head-on-the-floor bit too.)

GM: It's not quite as good as being Mentioned
In Dispatches...

Having raised this question, the GM then forgot
about it until the end of the session.

They had three days to wrap up organising and
rehearsing the parade due for the 21st of the
season: Godsday of Death Week.

4 THE Plain People of E&A: He don't get no respect!

At the vineyard, that morning Faleria had the
Wyrm hidden in her barn. She had given him
some scrolls and interesting books to read (this
being this particular Wyrm's idea of a good
time) and noted that they were going to have to
use him as a witness.

FALERIA: It'sillegal for supernatural beings
to fly over the city without a permit.
JARATHIR [ thought it was impossible.
FALERIA: Oh, it's deadly if you try it and the
aerial guards haven't been deactivated.
VOSTOR: That's the crime isn't it?

FALERIA: That's one of the crimes we will be
investigating. At some point we will have to get
him into the city to give evidence. | will ask you
to think about how we're going to do that.
VOSTOR: Big sheet?

ESHAN: Will he fit in your wagon?

The Wyrm was several times larger than a
human being with large wings. (No fingers or
thumbs but he could turn the pages of the books
with his long, prehensile tongue.)

DRAK: Hmm, does anyone have a really good
disguise skill?

PUM: (After having what SIZ 35 means in RQ
explained to him) So an overcoat, some glasses
and a moustache won't work?

When they escorted Faleria back to the Insula,
riding as footmen on her coach, they arrived to
find the other two members of their team and the
Senator already there.

SENATOR : I'm going to be moving into the
insula, into the room that is technically reserved
for me. | understand the investigators have
finished with it...

JARATHIR Has the floor been fixed?
SENATOR: That's what is going on right now.
(A sound of energetic banging above their
heads)Installing new carpets, fresh draperies, a
decent sized bed and a commode. The basic
necessities of life.



Vostor had warned the people who needed to
know that the Senator was moving in as soon as
he had was told. First the chap who ran an illicit

nobleman's prowling about. Given his political
sympathies...

business from his apartment and tH@R V W R U { V Vishi had provided barley soup for breakfast and

'girlfriend'. When he got to the second the young
man he had seen glaring at him earlier was there.
He had an upper class accent and wore robes
that suggested he was a student at the university.
He was about the same age as the young lady.

He demanded to know Vostor's intentions were
with regard to the young lady.

VOSTOR : What are myntention®

ARONIUS PONTICUS: (For such was his
name)What are you up to?

VOSTOR: My intentions are to continue the
relationship | was having with her.

AP: No. No, that's out. You are just a passing
person who will be back somewhere, fighting
with the Army and you have no, | say it again,
no standing in this town.

VOSTOR: Well, | was speaking to the
Emperor yesterday.

GM: Well, you are telling the truth so this is not
Fast Talk. It's certainly not Charm.
DRAK: Sounds like Intimidate to me.

9 R V WIiRikdiflate skill augmented with his
Truth Rune thoroughly boggled the poor young
Carmanian nobleman, who opened his mouth,
waggled his finger at the soldier and then turned
and headed up the stairs to the floor where his
apartment was.

The young lady thanked Vostor for the warning
and said that she didn't think her grandfather
would be back until things had settled down a
lot.

VOSTOR: How would | know? Your
grandfather turns up at the strangest of times.

She gave him a glare that was not a look of love
and closed the door in his face.

VISHI: (Appearing suddenly behind Vostdr)
was trying to warn you sir of the young

5 Meaning Private Investigator

the Senator came up and snagged a bowl of it.
Eshan looked down into the floors below and
saw Faleria having words with Strella the
Informeff]who lived on the floor above them.

Eshan could tell they had a history: she was
much more relaxed with Strella than she ever
was with Eshan. She was giving him some sort
of instructions and he was rolling his eyes while
nodding to agree to carry out the task.

The Senator after supping his soup laid down the
law.

He was going to stay at the insula to avoid a
daily journey back to his villa: his daughter (who
entered about this point and took a pastry but
declined the soup) would be in charge at the
vineyard. He would take the Humakti as his
body guard and split the others into two groups
of two. Eshan he sent to speak to the Chief
Overseer and throw the Master of Circuses'
weight around, demanding a thorough
investigation of the events of the previous night
to discover who had called off the aerial wards
and to "interrogate the Keeper of Horrors to
within an inch of his life". He also wanted
assurances that there would be a round up of
White Moonies sufficient to placate the
commander of the Emperor's bodyguard. He sent
the other two to speak to the Commanding
Officer of the Fourth Pelandan Foot: he wanted a
squad to guard his villa and a squad to guard his
office and was willing to meet any reasonable
requests the CO had that might facilitate this. Up
to and including 'reasonable’ bribes and
inducements.

SENATOR: If they want their unit
commendation and the award for their captain
they had best help make this parade happen.

Jarathir reminded him that they needed to go and
confirm the booking of the elephants.



SENATOR: Yes, we will give their elephants a
place of pride in the parade. There is a question
of droppings but I'm sure we can ah...

KEANUS The royal parks will be grateful.

The conversation wandered into whether it
would be wiser to parade the elephants at the
start or the end of the parade.

Eshan chose to take Vostor on the grounds that
Vostor was more intimidating than charming.

VOSTOR: | had a bath this morning.
SANDENE Was there any water in it?

SENATOR: (To KeanusAre you one of those
Humakti who can sense people with hostile
intent? No? Well try to look as if you can.

There was a moment of fine dramatic art here as
Pum demonstrated his steely eyed suspicious
glare on the other players.

At the Chief Overseer's office.

CHIEF OVERSEER PHRANASTES:
don't want much do you?

ESHAN: Just passing on instructions, sorry.
COP: Well, I've already lined up an interview

with the Keeper of Horrors. And I'm going to be
leaning on the people who are responsible for
the aerial watch. | don't know if I'll get anywhere
with them. And my opinion (and in the

Emperor's opinion which is more important)

your Senator, the current Master of the Circuses,
was not the person acting most against the peace
in the fracas of last night and the night before
that.

You

But as to the matter of the White Moonies he
didn't have the manpower and did the Senator
know how many of them there are? He wasn't
allowed direct access to the lists of the
Emperor's Spoken Word kel.

COP: The person you're going to want to go to
if you want to activate the intelligence apparatus
is the Master of the Cenobites. | frankly advise
against it. There's a lot of discontent in the city.

6 The Imperial Security Service

Rounding up a bunch of people who are... Well,
they're very irritating and they're heretics but
they do go on about peace a lot. A roundup
would cause ill-feeling and disruption, which is
the last thing you want.

The fellow who had accumulated the elephants
was also the Master of the Cenobites,
Orsorkhon.

The Overseet shook their hands and warned
them that a) the Emperor had yet to make a
decision about what to do with the Bat-Man aka
the Chief Feeder of the Crimson Bat b) the
Chairman of the Senate was still rampaging
about trying to make their lives harder and c) if
only he could work out where 'that damned
assassin' who had killed the Bat Man's father
was he could perhaps sort the whole mess out.

"(The Chairman) is going to continue his
vendetta because he hasn't got anybody better to
vendet against. This could get very messy from a
political point of view."

Meanwhile at the Fourth Pelandan Foot, the

commanding officer greeted them and hoped
their charming officer was well before asking
what brought them to him.

Jarathir turned on the Charm and the GM
checked to see how greedy the CO was feeling...
And not at all. He rolled an 01 on the greediness
scale.

CO: But of course! My dear chap!

JARATHIR And we will be trying to place
you in as prestigious a place as possible in the
parade. | believe my officer said you were
rehearsing?

He took them outside to watch the marching up
and down practice. Jarathir and Sandene could
see that there were two NCOs whose squads
were outstanding and could afford to skip further
rehearsals. The CO had the Captain march the
two squads to the Master's office so he could
choose which got which cushy job.



They then went to speak to the Elephant Man
and found their officer and Vostor on their
mission. The Master of the Cenobites admitted
that elephants were messy beasts but said that
the Mahout was the expert on their care and
usage. He wrote a letter commanding co-
operating with the Master of Circuses. He also
mentioned a solution to the defecation problem.

ORSORKHON: | have many penitents who
would regard it as an honour to clean up
elephant shit in the sight of the Emperor.
JARATHIR A filthy but honourable
occupation.

ORSHORKHON: And it will take their minds
from the pleasures of the flesh. If anything can
take their minds off the pleasures of the flesh it
is elephant shit. Is that all?

ESHAN: Ah yes. The White Moonies.
ORSHORKHON: What about the scum? The
despicable, heretical scum.

VOSTOR: (Sotto VoceWe know where he
stands.

ESHAN: We have a requirement to make sure
they don't cause any trouble during this parade.
JARATHIR | believe the requirement was for
an assurance that there would be no trouble.
ORSHORKHON: You have an expression of
doubt upon your face.

JARATHIR An actual crackdown on

dissidents usually causes a bit of a backlash. Sir.

ORSHORKHON: But they are a tiny, tiny
minority.

JARATHIR It just takes one of that tiny
minority and a rotten fruit for the Emperor to be
very, very upset.

ORSHORKHON: If I lock them all up then
there won't be a problem, fruit or not.
JARATHIR Are you certain you know every
single one of them and all their sympathisers.

ORSHORKHON: | would not wish to
disappoint the Emperor....

JARATHIR Itis his bodyguard who is
demanding this.

ORSHORKHON: Beat-Pot Aelwrin{Sniff)
JARATHIR Perhaps an assurance from
yourself in writing might suffice.
ORSHORKHON: | will consult with the
Emperor's Spoken Word and see what they can

give me. This is a very hard dilemma. Obviously
disorder in the streets is the last thing we want.
I'll see what manpower he can spare. I'll send a
reply to your Senator. Do go and see the
Mahout. I'll see about organising some shit
shovellers.

JARATHIR (Murmurs)Most kind.

Meanwhile, Keanus was scanning as he and the
Senator progressed along the streets, noticed
people on rooftops on both sides of the street. He
caught them out of the corner of his eye and
when he turned his head they were no longer to
be seen.

When they got to the office there was a long
gueue on which the Senator spread charm and
re-assurance. He got settled in and began
assigning staff to various tasks. Nothing much
happened for a while: Keanus stayed alert and
was happy to see the arrival of the officer from
the Fourth Pelandan Foot bringing the squads
that had been designated to guard the Senator's
office and villa.

After a perfunctory inspection a choice was
made. Keanus, as subsequent events proved, had
become a little less alert than was needed.

Eshan, having declined a chance to inspect the
elephants, went to find the Senator. When he
arrived, he and Vostor were more observant.
There was something about the way a servant
was putting a tray down on the Senator's desk
that disturbed them.

ESHAN: (Putting himself between the servant
and the exjtPlease stop.

The servant put on an incredible burst of speed
and got out of the room. Not as fast as Vostor's
Disruption spell. He and Keanus came into the
corridor outside in time to see him turning a
corner.

KEANUS Stop him!
The squad of soldiers moved sluggishly to obey.

Eshan followed and shouted orders "In the name
of the Emperor!" And with that patriotic



exhortation the nearest soldier did a flying tackle
which the assassin failed to avoid.

Vostor turned back into the office and retrieved
the tray.

SENATOR: What? | say what?
VOSTOR: The soup smells a bit off. I'll find
something else.

The would be killer drew a dagger as he writhed
upon the ground and stabbed the person who had
pulled him down. As the injured man let go

Eshan grabbed his arm and Keanus joined in the
effort.

PUM: Subdue him.

GRAHAM: Knee to the face.

ALAN: Kick him.

GM: Don't tell me what you might do, tell me
what you are doing.

PUM: Punch or head butt.

GM: Make a choice!

There was a nasty little brawl and an over-
enthusiastic punch to the abdomen caused the
suspect to utter a divine name (his Deity was
Not At Home) and die. Disrupt plus a punch
followed by a kick can be enough to kill an
average person. This surprised the players for
some reason.

So their investigation became a little more
difficult. They stashed the body and searched it.
Eshan failed to find anything. Keanus found a
mark in the small of his back but having
fumbled his Cult Lore [Seven Mothers] took it
for a birthmark. Eshan though managed to
recognise it as the mark his granny had told him
about: the Cult of Fudgenee&h.

A cult of assassins in the Lunar Heartlands.
Legendary according to Esh&rGranny.

DRAK: You killed a legendary assassin with
your boot.
GM: Alas, what boots it?

7 Look, you try to come up with a convincingly
Gloranthan name on the spur of the moment.
TPPOE&A:SAZC ] v[§ C}lpu Z A

SENATOR: Would you go to the kitchens and
get a safe meal for me? | don't want you to do
anything heroic but I'd like it to have been tasted
before | eat it.

Vostor went out to the nearest pie shop and got a
couple of pies, nibbling a little out of each just to
be safe and while he was doing this he got a
strong sensation of being watched. He wasn't
sure where it was coming from. He got the
impression that he saw something on the roofs
over the square outside.

VOSTOR: It's probably the roofers fixing
something..

ANOTHER SQUADDIE: With a crossbow?
VOSTOR: | did wonder about that.

There was a worker up on the roof. But Vostor
thought that wasn't what he had seen.

Jarathir was learning more than he had ever
wished to know about elephants. The Mahout
thought it would be best to have them at the rear
of the parade.

MAHOUT: If they get excited, they do tend to
digest more swiftly and thoroughly. | do have to
feed them before parades

JARATHIR Because they would go off and

look for food?

MAHOUT: Indeed. There is just the major

thing of keeping mice away from them.
JARATHIR We've been promised penitents to
clear up after them Perhaps we could have a few
penitents to go ahead with brooms just in case.

So when he and Sandene got back the office
they too looked at the surrounding area and this
time they were the ones who clearly saw the
ambush forming with ranged weapons atop
overlooking buildings. The two of them looked
at one another and then chose a roof top to go
and remonstrate with people.

ME: My genius must be free to flow! TPPoE&A: You
could have mentioned the Cult of the Blue Moon.

§Z]* %o & %Eo (@rumpily) If easy if you look it up afterwards



The lurking strangers has disappeared when they
got up there. Sandene found tracks leading to a
nearby ornamental chimney disguised as a turret.
Using their Battle experience they followed
moving either side of the pillar to surprise a man
with a crossbow.

SANDENE Drop it.

The assassin did drop the crossbow and then
climbed over the balustrade as if to follow it.
Sandene hit him with a sling stone, wounding
his leg which caused his planned controlled fall
into a plunge to his death.

The watchers on the other roofs had vanished.

When they got to the bottom they found he had
the same mark in the small of his back.

SENATOR: Somebody is spending a huge
amount of money on this.

The Chief Overseer turned up then and reported
that he had the name of the person who
pressured both the Keeper of Horrors and the
official in charge of the Sky Watch. "l don't

know if they will be willing to testify. Do you
know of anyone willing to testify against the
Chairman."

Jarathir told him about the Wyrm without
revealing its location. "We've got quite a lot of
these Assassin types on the rooftops around
here."

SENATOR: We have the problem of getting
the Wyrm into the City. It's a matter of urgency.
Only an Imperial edict can find someone of the
Chairman's rank guilty of anything.

JARATHIR The Dart War thing?

SENATOR: Yes. He's already accused of
going beyond the informal guidelines. | need to
get the Wyrm into the presence of the Emperor.
ESHAN: Can we get Beat-Pot Aelwrn to help
us? If you want to get somebody to the Emperor,
no better person than his bodyguard.
SENATOR: Very well. | can't go myself.
Eshan, do you feel up to an audience with the
Emperor.

ESHAN : Yes. (What else could he say?)

There was discussion about how this could
ensure that one of the squad would end up as the
soul sacrificed to dedicate the new banner of the
Legion.

VOSTOR : Really? You wanty soul in the
banner?

ESHAN: It wouldn't be our choice. But the
Emperor might say... Here's your volunteer.

Later in a steam room in the Imperial palace
Eshan and Jarathir were sweltering. When the
Emperor came in, wearing nothing more
complicated than a smile, they prostrated
themselves.

MOONSON: (Settling himselfRise, rise.

I would like to assure my readers that this group
of players has a reputation for cleanly and
intellectually stimulating repartee under these
circumstances. | would like to but it wouldn't be
true.

Beat-Pot Aelwrin was also in the room. To

Eshan and Jarathir's shock their initial request to
him had been referred instantly upwards. He was
sweating even more than they were in his ornate
guarding-the-Emperor armour.

START FLASHBACK:

BEAT-POT AELWRIN: You want to

introduce a wild beast, which recently attempted
to kill a citizen...

JARATHIR A sentient beast who was bribed...
B-PA: Allegedly. Whatever it's motives. You
want me to introduce it to the Emperor.
JARATHIR | could kill it. You should have no
problem.

Something that may once have been a smile,
crossed the former kitchen slave's lips.

END FLASHBACK

EMPEROR: And the reasons | should agree to
this are?

ESHAN: The Master of Circuses is currently
under observation and being attacked by a group



of assassins.

And he lay a patch of skin bearing the dread
rune at the feet of the Emperor. (Taken from the
one who fell off the roof.)

EMPEROR: Very well, bring the Wyrm here.
Hmm, Beat-Pot, provide an escort for the beast
from the Senator's vineyard to the Palace.

As the Emperor did not want to put the loyalty
(or the law-abidingness) of the Aerial Watch to
the test, they escorted him along the ground
between a squad of the Emperor's Bodyguard.
Which caused a certain amount of consternation
among the general populace in the later
afternoon.

DRAK: This is irrelevant to the current situation
but not to the one before. Does the Emperor
have a belly button?

GM: Oh. (After a moment's thought.) Yes, yes he
does indeed. How could you doubt it? He is the
perfect man. Does the perfect man lack a belly
button?

Jokes about Ken Doll and the Action Man toy
(the UK version of Gl Joe) followed.

The Senator and his daughter were summoned.
Likewise the Chairman. The Wyrm gave
evidence.

EMPEROR: | believe this noble... creature.
Right. Justice. What is the just thing to?dd o

the Chairman who was rising to his feBi)!

Don't say a word! Justice. In the interests of the
peace in the Capital, | hereby observe that the
Guidelines Regarding Dark Contests have been
exceeded. Not wishing to punish anybody for
their well-meant and fervent service to the
Empire, | am therefore directing the Chief
Feeder of the Cult of the Bat should immediately
deployed to the Eastern Front, there to lead the
efforts of the Cult to recruit more members, to
feed the Bat and generally to carry out their
duties some distance from the Capital.
Furthermore, | hereby order that he be
accompanied by his closest relative who can
look after him until he has fully recovered from
his recent injury. A period of no less than a full

season should cover that, don't you think. And |
look forward to the fruits of your labours in a
few daysftime, Master of the Circuses.

He rose ending the court and a squad of his
bodyguard surrounded the Chairman of the
Senate.

EMPEROR: (Pausing on the way ou®h, and
somebody will have to go and have a word with
the Cult of Fudgeneeah. Is there a volunteer in
the room?

Eshan and Jarathir stepped forward. Sandene
stepped back.

EMPEROR: Just one will do. Beat-Pot give
them the introduction.

Graham wondered if there would need to be a
replacement for the Chair of the Senate and was
told no, he was just 'spending more time with his
family' not being fired. Drak wondered if the
Wyrm was going to get his freedom so the GM
rolled to check the creature's courage. The
Wyrm did not speak but looked unhappy and the
Emperor noticed.

EMPEROR: Ah, yes. You. Your evidence has
erased any offences against the Empire. It is our
will that you be taken... That you be escorted to
the place from which you were taken and
returned to your native habitat. Do not annoy the
Empire again. That's all. Carry on.

SENATOR: Well that went well. | think.
JARATHIR You didn't get appointed chair of
the Senate so that's a plus.

The Senator looked appalled and his daughter
looked wistful

Sandene poked Vostor to check he was still
alive: he had been silent for a record amount of
time.

JARATHIR Last time he was told to be silent.
He's still obeying.

Beat-Pot came back and handed a small object to
Eshan.



B-PA: This is a tracer. It will take you to the
current head of the Cult of Fudgeneeah.

When you find them you should give them this
letter from the Emperor. And then well,
presuming they let you go we will thank you for
your service.

JARATHIR You know what? A week ago |
was thinking I'd get to see the Emperor for about
thirty seconds when he gave me a medal.
SANDENE You got to see a lot more of him
than you thought you would.

The object was a small stone that went 'bleep-
bleep-bleep’ when Eshan held it and then pointed
a glowing arrow in a particular direction through
the streets of Glamour.

DRAK: It's a very specific Sense Assassin
matrix.

The squad volunteered to go with him but being
the nice chap he was, he asked their opinion and
given the choice they thought it wise that he go
alone lest they annoy the assassins.

He kept going through the streets until he came
to a small square, not the nicest nor the best in

the city. Seated on a bench by a large fountain

was a large, black and white cat.

The stone pointed at the cat.

CAT: Yes?
ESHAN: | have a letter from the Emperor.

At the cat's direction, Eshan put the letter down.
The touch of his paw on the seal opened it and at
the cat's command Eshan read it out loud. The
letter instructed the Cult of Fudgeneeah to leave
the Senator alone and to take no further
commissions on his life.

CAT: We have been paid. Are you in charge of
the soldiers who killed two of our people?
ESHAN: Yes.

CAT: & RQJU D W.Xsppoée BQNOT
expect to be able to commission us in the future.
Leave the stone over there.

VOSTOR: The assassin's guild holds grudges?
If they can't train their people properly it's not
my fault.

JARATHIR Why would you pay someone else
to kill somebody?

Back at the Insula, the Janitrix greeted the
Senator.

JANITRIX: My lord, this was in the room:
they found it while cleaning up. | don't what you
want to do with it.

This was a book. It had the Runes of Light with
Chaos beneath it and Law above it. Which
Jarathir recognised as probably Nysalor.

The Senator wasn't sure what he was going do
with this. Jarathir pointed out the creature which
was jumping bodies was associated with
Nysalor. On Jarathir's advice he went to speak to
the llluminate who lived in room V/1a and when
he came back he didn't have the book.

That worthy spoke to Jarathir later on and was
carrying the book.

KRISHNAN: You weren't curious?
JARATHIR Oh, of course. But it's not for me
to tell the Senator what to do.

KRISHNAN: I'm not going to read it.

I amilluminated and if | were to acquire
illumination of a different kind it might be very
difficult for me.

JARATHIR There's different kinds?
KRISHNAN: Oh, yes. Different flavours,
different viewpoints. You probably don't want to
listen to too many illuminates. | wonder if |
should take this to... Do | want to draw his
attention. Hmm. Have you heard? There are
rumours that there's going to be a crackdown
on.... dissidents.

JARATHIR | have heard such rumours. | have
even been in the room when such things were
suggested.

KRISHNAN: Ah. Have you ever heard the
expression. 'herding cats'? One thing that is
harder than herding Illluminates is herding
revolutionaries. You sure you won't be
tempted?



JARATHIR It's not the Senator's to give away
now.

KRISHNAN: | will pick it up from you in the
morning.

Jarathir resolved to find somewhere to read that
would be out of sight of everyone. (Drak
succeeded on his Hide roll to his delight and
amazement.) He went up to find a niche on the
roof.

When he opened the volume he found a
bookplate inside which identified the book as
property of the Chief Examiner of the Red
Moon. He couldn't recall what it was that worthy
person diff| There were indentures on the edge
of the book showing seven sections. (Does
anyone have a family Bible like mine which had
this feature allowing you to find Numbers or
Jonah in a hurry?)

The first section was related to the skill of
Animal Lore.(GM: And if it's too low I'll boost

it up to your INT as a percentag®)ak couldn't
even find Animal Lore on his Character Sheet
and his character couldn't make head nor tail of
the animal-based parables in the text.

The Second area was Insight (Human) which he
succeeded in. This talked about humans and how
they varied between genders, between culture
and what their faces reveal about themselves.
Masks got mentioned a lot.

The Third talked about Minera{fSRAHAM:

Look at the rocks on thatDrak made a critical
roll and read about how the Gods made the
world out of stuff and why they created the
various kinds of stuff. It also mentioned that the
World Machine was going to be restored any
day now.

The Fourth talked about Plants. That too went
over the reader's head. But Celestial Lore on the
Fifth spoke to his soul.

The Sixth had Spirit Lore but the ways of the
Spirits did not speak to Jarathir.

8 MARTIN: He examines chiefs

The last tab, the Seventh, had the Rune of Fate
upon it, the Spider Web of Arachne Solara. And
though it talked a lot about Spiders the skKill
tested was Elder Race Lore. And it talked about
how to grow closer to the Great Spider.

And then | had him roll under his increased
[llumination total. And as the Sun rose that
morning Jarathir saw Everything and it was
very.... interrelated.

| really should have refreshed my memory on
the effects of lllumination before this point. My
lack of preparation for something that had been
building for weeks caused an early night for us
all.

DRAK: 'Come to the Capital: Get llluminated'
That's what's going on my postcard.
MARTIN: | went to Glamour and all | got was
this lousy lightbulb.

At the end of the book was a note that said: If
you understood this, please return it to the
Library.

When Jarathir came down for breakfast the Old
Man from V/1a was in lotus position in the
corridor outside his apartment.

He looked up at the soldier who looked back at
him and saw him glowing with an inner pale
light.

KRISHNAN: Ah! Is it so? Can | interest you in
the philosophy of the White Moon?

JARATHIR (Tapped his army insignid)
believe we may have irreconcilable differences.
KRISHNAN: Ah, that's sad. You may wish to
have words with owner of that book.
JARATHIR It said to return it to the Library.

Krishnan gave directions to the Temple of the
Red Goddess and the office of the Examiner.

Jarathir requested permission for some personal
time that morning, saying he should be back by
lunchtime at the latest. Eshan could tell that he



had changed. His body language was not as it
was.

ALAN: Serene?
DRAK: Confused.

| did remember to give them a chance to
increase their Reputation during wrap up.

DISTRACTIONS

GM: Nobody around this table has been
snatched up to heaven, | notice.

Tick-Tock was having a Rapture moment
because of the feast of Rosh Hashanah one of
the names of which is Festival of Trumpets.

DRAK: Somebody has suddenly noticed there's a
Jewish Festival with Trumpets.

GM: Well, you know how these things go.
Somebody in South Africa says he's had a
vision... The next thing you know the whole
Internet is buzzing.

MARTIN: "God has postponed the Rapture until
the Epstein Files are released."

COMMENTARIAT ON E&A 11
A GRAND COVER! AGAIN!

PUM: RYCT Me: Why, whatever else could |
possibly have meant.

CLARK B. TIMMINS:  An IgTheme that
was so good | erased my own. Good point
on apsy Glorantha used to have Blank
Lands on the map which the company said it
would not develop but leave to individual
GMs. IN NOMINE had Areas of Doubt and
Uncertainty which were more cosmological
than geographical.

BRIAN ROGERS: Re High School Narnia.
Whichever book you choose to adapt there is an
enormous challenge in costuming and special
effects. The Lion, the Beavers and the Faun are
hard enough. But the winged horse in THE
MAGICIAN $ NEPHEW? More ambitious than

any school play | was ever in. //Re MOTHER
HUBBARD. She gets crime tipoffs from her
aching aged bones? | get those! | wonder if
there$ a book somewhere on divination by
arthritis? | could be collecting rewards!

ROGER B_W: Re TRAVELLER TNE:

Looking back on it, | do wonder why a setting
that had always had trouble with computer
technology more advanced than they knew in the
1970s decided the way to fix this was go back to
even more primitive computers. A reaction
against Cyberpunk probably. // Re IgTheme
essay: You should always design the central
miracleftechnology first, its limits and
capacities. 1§ noticeable that this is often poor

in TV SF. Then you add the later wonders which
develop out of plot necessity. You should not
forget them the way TV scriptwriters do. And
then you can start to tear your hair out because
the players ask questions you cannot answer
which change the nature of what you thought
you had sorted out.

MYLES COCORAN: RYCT ROGER

B_W: A creepy product of the new technology
that keeps appearing in my YouTube feed is
SThen and Now portraits of cast members of
popular TV shows. This shows Then And Now
standing side by side, usually on the sets of the
old show, arms across each otfieshoulders

and grinning at the camera. Which is creepy
enough but in cases where the artist has died
they are shown at the age they were when they
passed away and wearing a halo or a pair of
wings. // And a lot of WW2 based Al Schlock
too. // And what is more th@umanity uber
allesfstories of first contact with decadent
galactic cultures reek of being composed by
artificial means. Arelfalgorithms supposed to
give me things {] like?

LISA PADOL: : RYCT Me:  That$ the City
precisely. And it has turned into a place big
enough that people can live their lives for
several generations without thinking much about
the purpose and needs of the City. And when the
Gods revive and try to start things up again there
will be ructions. // What more details of Lictors
would you like? Ifn not at all sure I will ever do
full write-ups of the games:fh missing rather



too many recordings. But there is a crisis
coming: | want to bring on the counter-
revolution against the reformist Emperor and
have the Lictors become aware quite how much
some people hate the whole Magistrate reform. |
have (perhaps unnecessarily) brought in time-
travel elements in part to reveal the true
background of their Magistrate (fean

immigrant from modern Earth) and in part
because just cefihelp myself. // Vostor is
Graham$§ character. Thefe all like that even

the one who was mute.

PATRICK RILEY: RYCT Me:  Oh, lam

well aware that the translator stones were my
present to myself. But | also burdened myself
with perpetual player questions about how this
works. 3Why does that pun work in both
languages? *Can they tell we dofihave lip
sync? And others.

PATRICK ZOCH: Thank you for your notes

on Interrogation which is a thing that happens
often in the LICTORS game. Mostly$tChris
playing Lester, the upright, uptight Beat Cop and
Deborah playing Honorius, the too-clever-by-
half lawyer. (Deborah is a barrister in real life
but as an insurance lawyer do4syet to put the
moves on criminals. | may be giving her too
much fantasy fulfilment.) Lester goes for dour
explanation of just how much trouble they are in
and twisting their words into fresh accusations.
Honorius prefers demonstrating that they are in
trouble no matter what they say so they had best
co-operate.

AVRAM GRUMER: | too picked up TWO
SIDES OF THE COIN on impulse and | too
have been puzzled by it. If you ever get a game
let me know. It§ one | haveffifigure out yet and
have no idea how to sell it to my players. //
RYCT Lisa Padol: Despite my efforts to give
that impression, | do not in fact Know
Everything. Some mornings | doubt | know
anything.

JIM VASSILAKOS: Re Early

Computer Science Courses: When | was
first exposed to computer programming | was a
fifth year (16 or so) and they gave us the chance
to learn FORTRAN. With punch cards. By the

time you were exposed to the field in college,
the first generation of programmers had reached
the stage of being able to bluff about their
experience, get a job in academia and stop
learning new stuffRYCT Me: It § late at night
here and fin getting to the end of this zine so

| fin not going to get to the stash of Gloranthan
stuff out. But a check at THE WELL OF
DALIATH says Styx is mentioned as one of the
gods of Darkness as early as WYRMS
FOOTNOTES 7 in 1979 and in GODS OF
GLORANTHA in 1985. The connections of the
Styx to discouraging vampires was (I think) in
the earliest descriptions of Vivamort when he
was still thought of as a god rather than the
product of perverse sorcery. He too is first
described in WF 7.

So it looks like an early adaptation of the Greek
myth by GS.

TIMOTHY COLLINSON: RYCT Me: I

love a good court scene especially when | flon
have to pay too much attention to the realities of
the law. Watching CROWN COURT and other
TV from the 1970s and 80s is sometimes a little
painful. | can see the creaking sets and the acting
looks strange. Jeremy Bré&tHolmes and
GuinessfSmiley are exceptions as is everything

in | CLAUDIUS.

MY FINAL WORD FOR THIS ISSUE:

CRENEL or CRENELLE: The notch or
embrasure along battlements that
form a Crenelation. If you didn t
have a Royal Crenelation Licence the
King would send people around to
make you take it down as an
Adulterine construction.

Take good care of yourselves and of
yours as you quest for the Grail you
band of Knights Errant, you.
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Attronarch, The Exalted Overlord of Uncontested Vastlands
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June 2026

Overlord's Annals is a monthly
zine in which | share session reports
from games | either run or have par-
ticipated in.

Sometimes | also share our house
rules and other re ections too. Art
is primarily from players—see attribu-
tions for details.

In this issue | share three session re-
ports from the Conquering the Bar-
barian Altanis Dungeons & Dragons
campaign.

Adventurers feel the burden of geas.

Conquering the Barbarian
Altanis Campaign

I'm running a weekly online old-
school D&D game focused on under-
world and wilderness adventures in
the Wilderlands of High Fantasy Bar-
barian Altanis—a hostile land lled
with ancient riches and antediluvian
evils.

You can learn more about our cam-
paign at: https://attronarch.com
/wilderlands

Beginners and experienced players
welcome alike. Write to me at
attronarch@mailbox.org  if you'd
like to join.

Attributions
Text copyright © Attronarch, 2026.

Temple illustration, and Compound
map by Attronarch.

Pondering the rock Crow god Happy
canine Angry crow god Charm, and
Nooseby IdleDoodler.

Troll illustration by Kickmaniac.

Typeset in BTpX with Charter, a print-
friendly typeface.
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Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 111

Adventurers

Abdashtarth of the Field , cleric level
1. A farmer clad in armour, follower
of Zodraz, petty god of seeds and toil.

Ajar of the Plan , dwarf level 1 Unbe-
lievably strong and dexterous dwarf.

Almaric the Legendary, elf level 1
Very smart and quite good looking;
adventuring just for the money.

Bairstowbury the Chaotic , hal ing
level 2 Remarkably muscular for a
hal ing.

Centuria, elf level 1 An academic elf
fond of teasing those of lower status.

Gomm, thief level 5 Swarthy, good
looking, dark-skinned thief. Sweet
opium-like aroma is his fragrance of
choice.

Hartwig , thief level 4 Hailing from
Ghinor Highlands, now seeking trea-
sure in the Barbarian Altanis.

Sunstrong 15th, Spiritday
“This must be it...”"

Mere days ago Gomm had accepted a
mission from Leleia the Swift, head-
mistress of Hara's thieves' guild. The
client asked for a daring thief to re-
trieve a pineapple sized golden egg
from a temple-fortress secluded in the
mountains just west of the town.

Reward?
Stunning ten thousand gold pieces.
Conditions?

Egg must be entirely intact and un-
opened.

The client promised they have means
of knowing if the egg had been de-
spoiled.

Gomm assembled a hit team consist-
ing of himself as the leader; Hartwig,
newest member of the thieves' guild;
Almaric the Legendary, as the brains
with brawn, but most importantly,

Floating Disc in his repertoire; and
Bairstowbury as compact muscle that
can tinto tight holes. Centuria, Ab-
dashtarth, and Ajar were recruited to
act as the rearguard and step in if any-
thing goes wrong.

Now they found the stone temple hid-
den between the hill tops. It was a
simple stone structure with a long
stone ramp leading up to the top
where an opening yawned into dark-
ness.

The party circled the temple for an
hour, hoping to spot any danger be-
fore it spots them. After all, they've
been informed the place is thoroughly
trapped and protected by a clan of
abominable birdmen.

Although they have not spotted any-
thing dangerous, they did observe a
curious set of boulders leaning against
back side of the temple. Lo and be-
hold, behind them was another open-
ing leading into a dark corridor.

An hour of investigating the rocks
led them to believe they were indeed
just rocks that are entirely untrapped.
Gomm scaled one, and then helped
others climb on top and descend.

“Watch out!”

A shin-height tripwire was just ten

feet ahead of the party. It was triv-
ial to jump over. Lighting a lantern

produced much needed light to see
further. A t-shaped junction was just
ahead, splitting to the right.

Suddenly running footsteps could be
heard coming from around the cor-
ner! Bairstowbury and Almaric pulled
their weapons and counter charged.
Gomm and Hartwig were just behind,
at safer distance.

Elf and hal ing found themselves fac-
ing four entirely naked sinewy hu-
manoids with crow heads. They had
feathers for hair, protecting the duos
innocence. All four were armed with
spears. No side was surprised.

First exchange of blows went well for
the party, and they hacked one of
the birdmen down. Second exchange
went well for the naked birdmen, as
they skewered Bairstowbury and Al-
maric to death.

“Time to run!” Gomm shouted at
Hartwig as he uncorked web nuts.
The thieves ran out, with Gomm
throwing the vial at the junction.
A ball of web lled the whole pas-
sage, blocking the birdmen with their
corpses.

Then the duo retreated to the nearby
camp.

“Centuria, Abdashtarth, we need you
to Ilin two spots...”
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“Let's take the front entrance this
time!”

Indeed, the new quartet ascended
the stone ramp to the opening atop
the temple. Ahead was a sharp de-
scent, also without stairs. Gomm an-
chored a rope with several iron spikes,
and threw it down the slope. Then
Hartwig descended and explored on.
Signalling he is safe, cleric went next.
As he let go off the rope and stepped
forth to follow the new thief, he
promptly fell through the ground on
his head. Alive but bruised, he was
given the hand by Hartwig and eas-
ily climbed out of the pit. Gomm and
Centuria were careful to jump over
the descent landing.

Adventures were now exploring a
wide chamber with three doors. Each
was eight feet wide, with an iron
ring on the right side and an inscrip-
tion on the front. First read “Dexter-
ity,” second “Strength,” and last “In-
telligence.” Flexing his physique, Ab-
dashtarth suggested they go for the
second doors. He gripped the iron
ring and pulled with all his might. The
doors were indeed a challenge, but he
was a man of strength and resolve, a
true farm-boy.

He was soon rewarded by a rabid
hound leaping out of the chamber,
frothing from its mouth. Centuria
sliced into the charging canine. The
beast jumped at Abdashtarth and bit
into his neck with its mighty jaw.
Farm-boy wrapped his mighty hands
around the beasts neck and snapped
it. Then he collapsed to the ground,
and died of asphyxiation. His wind-
pipe was in the hound's mouth.
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Ajar of the Plan rolled down the ramp
and jumped over the pit trap.

“l had a feeling you might need me!”

Indeed, at the other end of the
“Strength” chamber were another
doors, identical to the ones they came
through. They too were heavy to
open. Ajar exed his muscles and
opened them with ease. No hounds
to be seen.

Instead a junction. Path forward was
into a large chamber, right to doors,
and left into a corridor that turned

right. To their left was a door that said
“Dexterity” to their right two smaller

doors with no inscription, and to their
far right another large doors, also
without any inscription.

Forging on, the party entered a most
curious chamber. A raised stone plat-
form, ten feet wide and ten feet long,
was in the center. Four statues sur-
rounded the platform, facing its cor-
ners. Each statue was made of living
stone, but without any visible joints.
They resembled oddly proportioned,
blocky humans.

Adventures made a wise decision to
give the platform and statues a wide
berth. Thus they limited their inter-
action to visual inspection only. Ul-
timately, they did not touch them
and followed the norther path lead-
ing them to yet another junction.

Left path joined up with the left path
of previous junction. Right path led
to a dead end with wooden bench
and deranged stone relief of an obese
raven with baby's head sitting on a
shinning egg being fed crying humans
by a ock of birdmen. Forward path
led to a door.

Unable to hear anything beyond, the
party opened them and ventured
forth. They were overcome with smell
of dampness and rot. Gomm could
spot two golden orbs levitating some
ten feet off the ground in the north-
western corner of the room. The party
split into duos to search this sixty by
thirty feet chamber.
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Centuria and Ajar had the good for-
tune of running into a massive ball of
black feathers. Atop the avian body
was an oversized human-like baby
head. Snot hung from its nose, and
yellow teeth adorned its mouth. The
abomination rocked in its nest and
attempted to bite the elf. Luckily, Cen-
turia was quicker.

Gomm struck the monster with an
arrow, making it cry. Then others
hacked it to death, with Hartwig deliv-
ering the killing blow. He plunged the
sword straight into the soft belly, and
then jerked it sideways. Obese mon-
strosity collapsed back into its nest.

“Is there a golden egg in the nest?”
“No.”

But there was another opening, lead-
ing into a circular chamber with a

well. Using rope to measure depth,
there was around seventy feet before
the water level. Opting to lead by

example, Gomm descended with the
lantern.

He soon discovered that the well ex-
its into a large water lled cham-

ber. Some thirty feet to the east
was another slope, leading up into
yet another chamber. Water slowly
streamed into the chamber Gomm
was currently in. Descending yet an-
other ten feet, master thief swung
himself and then jumped onto the

slope. Truly an acrobatic feat!
Hartwig soon joined him, accomplish-
ing no less fascinating feat.

The duo entered a rectangular cham-
ber. A circular opening dominated the
center of north wall. Water slowly
streamed out of it and down the cor-
ridor they came through. A marvel-
lous golden egg rested on a red cush-
ion with gilded embroidery, sitting
on a stone plinth at the south end of
the chamber. Two large stone boxes
anked it, each on a stone plinth of
its own.



Overlord's Annals

Gomm prepared his backpack for the
precious cargo, while Hartwig pre-
pared a stand-in for the egg to be
placed on the cushion. The duo
quickly replaced the egg with cloth

surrogate and then ed the chamber.

They could hear sounds of rushing wa-
ter as they ascended the rope through
the well.

“Run! Run!”
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Ajar and Centuria followed the duo,
albeit a bit slower given they were
both in metal armour. The temple
shook as it lled with water.

An army of naked birdmen rushed out
of the rightmost doors by the rst junc-
tion, aiming to cut off the adventur-
ers' retreat. Centuria's quick thinking
saved the day. She cast Ventriloquism,
imitating the fat, baby-headed raven's
call.
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The trick worked, and all the birdmen
ran north, to the chamber where only
a corpse awaited them.

Four survivors ran out, and then went
straight back to Hara.

“Should we open the egg and see what
is inside?”

‘Absolutely not.”

And so they collected their ten thou-
sand gold pieces.
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Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 112

Adventurers

Ajar of the Plan , dwarf level 1 Unbe-
lievably strong and dexterous dwarf.

Ambros, cleric level 5 Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Balarus, ghter level 1. An ex-
woodsman, quite a crackshot with his
bow.

Gomm, thief level 5 Swarthy, good
looking, dark-skinned thief. Sweet
opium-like aroma is his fragrance of
choice.

Ignaeus, elf level 2 A slightly weath-
ered looking elf with dull blonde hair
and chiselled features. Seeks wealth
and knowledge.

Zhoron Trisrie , elf level 2 Always
frowning and morose; sporting thick
handlebar moustache down to his
chest and a black top knot.

Thistleburn 1st, Airday

It has been several weeks since Am-
bros had returned to Hara. Others
tried to turn Hagar's demise into a
spectacle for the masses. Cleric of
Aniu had no such interests and he pro-
tected his friend's legacy as much as
he could.

The dwarf was set off on a funeral
barge tting his heroic status. The
pyre was magni cent and it burnt
strong, well into the night. Several
acolytes of Poseidon accompanied Am-
bros through Hara, paying their re-
spects to the passing dwarf as well.
Their temple was of course well en-
dowed with gifts, arranged by Ambros
as well.

Hara was still in turmoil, now even
greater than before. The rumour has
it Tagoler refused to be Imrael's can-
didate for the new castellan, while
Namelin failed to propose anyone
new, given their prime candidate, Ha-
gar, had just died.

Thirteen merchant families could not
agree on any future course of action,
so Red Queen ordained they must
present three prospects by end of sum-
mer or she will pick a new castellan
herself.

Little did that matter to Ambros
though. A heavy burden was upon
him. When Hagar died on one of his
dungeon expeditions, Ambros man-
aged to negotiate his resurrection at
the Temple of Poseidon. Hight Priest-
ess Mavis demanded a high price. Ha-
gar, as well as all adventurers with
him at the time, had to accept three
geases.

First, to set a wrongfully imprisoned
king free, they accomplished. Sec-
ond, to erect an impressive statue
of Poseidon looking at the sea, was
in progress. And third, to travel to
Ketche and help Mavis's sister with
anything she demands, has not even
been started. Ambros was now the
sole living survivor of all those adven-
turers.

Geases were now his to bear alone.

Gomm, a rebrand and rising star
the the local thieves' guild, has al-
ready been planning his next expe-
dition when he heard of the cleric's
Woes.

“Ketche, you say?”

Thistleburn 5th, Spiritday

“See? Didn't | promise I'd bring ya
here!”

Drunk shermen they employed at

Ahyf had indeed brought the party

to Ketche. Even just yesterday such
feat seemed unlikely! At Hara Gomm
couldn't learn much useful informa-

tion beyond Ketche being secluded
hamlet in the Eyestones Jungle, over-
looking the Vigil Sound bay. Rumours

of pirates did not make it any more

attractive.

Fishermen of Ahyf were more in-
formative, but not more encourag-
ing. They conrmed the stories of
pirates, in addition to recent spotting
of Skandik longships around the Cape
of No-Return. Apparently no one had
come from Ketche to Ahyf for several
months. But adventurers managed to
recruit a drunk sherman and his two
friends to ferry them over.

Price?
Astonishing twenty eight gold pieces.

The sails were lowered and now they
were slowly coasting towards the se-
questered hamlet. In the center of
this small settlement stood a forty-
foot tall, bronze-roofed bell tower.

That was the Church of the Ever-
Shining Sun, undoubtedly a place
where Mavis's sister must be.

Given that the day was almost done,
the party opted to go to the Goat's
Beard Inn rst. There they delighted
the proprietor, dwarf Rumbough, for
booking the whole place for the week.
Rumbough promised to throw a feast
for the dinner: a dockside dinning
with freshly steamed cray sh and jun-
gle ale.

Finally, Ambros and the crew opted
to hit the church, seeking its priest-
ess. There they found Jeffar, a short,
stocky woman with a great mane of
curly gray hair. Her demeanor was
cold and derisive. Her contempt of ad-
venturers and mercenaries was palpa-
ble. With a little bit of Gomm's silver
tongue, Ambros managed to persuade
her that they are here to help indeed,
on a divine geas from Poseidon.

Finding a win-win-win situation for

herself, Jeffar asked the party to
dispose of troll that had recently
butchered a family of farmers just
south of Ketche. If the troll dies, she
is happy. If the adventurers die, she
is happy. And if both side die while
killing each other, she is happy too.
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Thistleburn 7th, Waterday

The party decided to sail along the
coast southwards and then disem-
barked into the jungle and went forth.
After two days of trawling through the
thick, Balarus spotted a trail leading
to the farming compound.

The compound was some hundred
by seventy yards, surrounded by tall
wooden fence acting as palisades. In
it was one large wooden building, ob-
viously meant to house at least three
families, two barns with pens, and

one thirty foot tall wooden tower.

Spending few hours to investigate the
farm con rmed that some violence

took place here. The gates to the
compound were broken open. All
windows on the farmhouse had been
broken, as well as the furniture in-
side. Dried blood splatters were in
nearly all the rooms. Interestingly

enough, both pens still had animals:
pigs. They were blissfully rolling in

mud.
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Following a lively discussion, the
party had decided to prepare an am-
bush and wait for the troll to return.
They theorised that he must be com-
ing back for the pigs.

Ignaeus and Zhoron manned the
tower. As elves they would not need
torchlight to see when someone en-
ters or leaves the compound. Rest of
the party hid in the farmhouse, ready
to pour out and beat on anyone who
walks into the trap. But primarily to
set the troll on re.

Thistleburn 8th, Earthday

“Do you hear that?”

Elven duo could hear joyful whistling

sounds incoming. Laying low, they fo-
cused on the gates. Humanoid gure,
taller than an elf but shorter than a
human, strolled through con dently.

It hummed a happy tune and went
straight for the closest pig pen.

“Stop! Who goes there!”
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The gure jumped, startled. It turned
around, axe in hand. Then it barked
“Show yourself!” in orcish.

“What are you doing here!”

“l came to check in on the piggies.
Where are you?! Show yourself!”

The elves unleashed arrows.
They missed.

Ajar shot his crossbow.

He missed.

Humans lit a torch and ran out of the
farmhouse.

The orc farted and ran away.

“Damn! We had a plan...” Gomm
lamented.
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Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 113

Adventurers

Ajar of the Plan , dwarf level 2 Unbe-
lievably strong and dexterous dwarf.

Ambros, cleric level 5 Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Balarus, ghter level 1. An ex-
woodsman, quite a crackshot with his
bow.

Beorg the Gravedigger, ghter level
3. Inspired to adventure after burying
several adventurers.

Centuria, elf level 1 An academic elf
fond of teasing those of lower status.

Darius, cleric level 4 Follower of
Dacron, God of Craftsmen.

Gomm, thief level 5 Swarthy, good
looking, dark-skinned thief. Sweet
opium-like aroma is his fragrance of
choice.

Hector, ghter level 3. Balding warrior
in the dwarf corpse retrieval business.

Ignaeus, elf level 2 A slightly weath-
ered looking elf with dull blonde hair
and chiselled features. Seeks wealth
and knowledge.

Tarkus the Promising , cleric level 4
Follower of Bachontoi, God of Red
Wisdom.

Zhoron Trisrie , elf level 2 Always
frowning and morose; sporting thick
handlebar moustache down to his
chest and a black top knot.

Thistleburn 8th, Earthday
“The farm is straight ahead!”

“Quiet...Can you hear the running
footsteps?”

“Yes!”

“If someone is running it is either a
monster eeing, meaning we should
intercept, or an ally retreating, mean-
ing we should intercept.”

Tarkus the Promising wisely sum-
marised. Himself, Beorg, Hector, Dar-
ius, and Centuria were heading to-
ward the farming compound their

friends set out to explore two days.

&

“We had a plan...” Gomm mussed to
himself as everything fell apart.

Carefully prepared ambush was for
naught. Everyone had missed the
whistling orc, and the bastard just ran
out. Night bene ted him more than
the adventurers.

Making an educated guess where the
pig-faced mongrel might be headed,
Gomm made a run eastwards, scaled
the ten foot palisade, and jumped out

of the compound. Then he gave chase
after the orc.

No one followed him.
One hunter.
One hunted.

The thief moved swiftly, torch in one
hand, sword in other.

Insect lled jungle was as alive during
night as it had been during the day.

Although he could rarely spot hu-
manoid silhouette, Gomm could al-
most always hear the joyful whistle.

He followed and tracked and pursued
relentlessly, caring little for dangers
hiding in dark canopy above him.

Success, at last! He had caught up
with orc in the time his third torch
burned out.

By now Gomm's eyes have somewhat
accustomed to the night. He could
see the silhouette walking through
small clearing, causing bone-crushing
sounds. Then it barked something
into the dark opening ahead.

He took off the bow from his back.
He aimed.

He released an arrow.

The arrow hit the cave wall right next
to the orc.

A massive dark gure stepped out of
the cave.

It roared and charged into the jungle.

Behind it followed several humanoid
gures.

Hunter became the hunted.

Gomm scaled the tallest tree he could
nd. Then he found the thickest

branch to lie on. He prostrated him-
self, belly down, and held his breath
as long as he could.

Minutes felt like hours.

Summoning the courage to move af-
ter what felt an eternity, Gomm de-
scended the tree.

No monsters befell him.

Through luck and skill he managed to
nd his way back to the farmer com-
pound.

3
“It's Gomm!”

Adventurers were happy to see the
thief return. It's been more than four
hours since he had left and they were
beginning to get worried.

While he was away they spent time
surveying the whole compound, x-
ing the gates, inspecting the buildings
for anything useful, and in general
getting ready to defend themselves.

The sun had risen, but everyone was
tired from full day and night of drain-
ing activities. Hence they decided
to spend rest of the day sleeping.
Everyone would get two watches of
rest, while they'd spend one watch on
guard duty.

Come night, they decided to remain at
the compound, fortify their position,
and prepare even more traps in case
troll shows up here.
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They prepared one bon re by the com-
pound entrance and one by the farm-
house. Both were unlit, but doused
with oil so they catch re faster. They

also loaded two carts with hay and
branches, and doused them with mili-
tary oil for extra crispy burn.

Demihumans took the elevated posi-
tions: Centuria on the tower, Ajar on
the southeast barn roof, and Ignaeus
on the south barn roof.

Humans mostly rallied around the
gates. Some, like Ambros, prepared
clay vials with military oil so they can
throw them in rapid succession.
Zhoron took post by the gates so he
can inform his human allies in case he
sees something move in darkness. He
had keen infravision, even for an elf.
Torches were extinguished.

With everyone at their position, the
waiting game was on.

Thistleburn 9th, Fireday

Hours in darkness went by.
PAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARP!

Suddenly a bronze trumpet blared
from the west.

PAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARPI

Another blaring trumpet, this time
from the west.

Silence.
Silence.
Silence.

An orc appeared to the south, con -
dently walking towards the farm.

“Come closer, friend!” Zhoron called
out in Orcish as he cast Charm Person.
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Indeed, the orc obliged.

“Oh, you are at the wrong place at
the wrong time! Now we will have
to kill you all! | don't want to lie
to you, it will most likely be a very
painful death!” orc replied to Zhoron's
inquiries.

“Maybe you can help us! How many
of you are there?”

“Well it is just me, Kruggak, and my
bros, Kruggak and Kruggak.”

With a little bit more prodding and en-

couragement from Zhoron, the party
had learned that this orcish trio had

always dreamt of having a pig farm.
Instead they ended up serving horri-
ble troll G'r'sh.

“If you help us kill the troll you can
have a farm of your own! All your
dreams will come true! And you can
even beat the troll with his own arm,
just like he did to you!”

“Wow, you are so smart! This is a great

plan! But | have some really bad news.

G'r'sh is already at the farm.”
Silence.
“Uh, huh, where?”

“He is hiding in the cellar of that big
house over there. He will come out
when [ signal him to.”

“Why don't you go tell him he can
come out, lead him through the main
doors, and then we all attack him?”

June 2026

“He is not dumb! He is expecting me
to bring some of you dead with me!”

“We will gut a pig and smear blood
over your hands. You just tell him we
are all dead outside!”

“Wow, you elves really are smart! This
plan will surely work!”

Now everyone but Centuria moved to

position facing east side of the farm-
house. Although the house had sev-
eral doorways, the east face had main
doors. They also moved both carts
with ammable material to the sides.

Hector and Balarus hid behind north
cart, Ambros, Bakaru, and Zhoron be-
hind south cart. Centuria remained
on the tower. Gomm scaled the farm-
house and waiting on the roof. Others
were at some distance away from the
house. Everyone was still moving in
the dark, relying on moonlight and
demihumans to guide them.

Kruggak cheerfully ran into the house.

His lifeless, eviscerated corpse ew
out of the window just mere moments
later.

A large, nightmarish creature jumped
out of the same window with great
ease. Nearly nine feet tall, with green-
black leathery skin covered with warts
and blisters, long arms with razor-
sharp talons, crooked, oppy nose,
and a maw full of shark-like teeth.

The monster walked over to the clos-
est cart, northern one, and took in a
deep whiff. Roaring, it chucked the
cart over, and attacked bald but bold
Hector with fury. Warrior managed to
evade the bit, and de ect one of the
claw. Alas, troll managed to nick him
with the follow up claw attack.

Gomm took out rope and made a slip-
knot. His idea was to sneak from
above and lower rope around the
monster's neck so he could pull it into
one of the res. But none were lit yet.
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Balarus ed bravely, looking for an op-
portunity to shoot his bow instead of
swinging his sword.

Hector stood his ground, trading
blows with the monster.

Tarkus ran around, guided by the God
of Red Wisdom, and joined the fray.

Zhoron lit the south cart on re, and
then pushed it together with Balarus
and Ambros. Alas, they missed the
troll by few feet. One of the wheels
must have been a bit loose.

Attracted by divine presence, the mon-
ster turned to Tarkus.

It missed with rst swing, but follow
up landed to the cleric's side, nearly
shattering his ribs.
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Tarkus quickly learned that black
mass moved with great speed.

He might've even questioned the wis-
dom of his choice to join the melee as
large maw closed around his shoulder,
sending such horrible pain through

his body that he immediately col-
lapsed to the ground.

Second cart attack was as impotent
as rst one. Seeing one of them go-
ing down sent the adventurers in righ-
teous rage.

They surrounded the troll and hit it

with all they have. Hector delivered

a series of brutal blows, hacking the
monster to pieces.

10
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Following a very brief discussion, Am-
bros ran to heal Tarkus, while oth-
ers collected troll pieces and chucked
them into the burning cart.

There was little of value on troll
corpse, but the dead orc had few silver
coins and a key around his mangled
neck.

“Let's investigate the cellar, just to
make sure nothing else comes out at
us.”

Ambros volunteered.

An hour or so later he con rmed there
was a dug tunnel leading into the jun-

gle.
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“This key must unlock their treasure
chest! Let's go straight to their lair,
the sun is up!”

“But what if there is a horde of orcs
waiting for us there?”

“This troll must've been G'r'sh, their
boss. Surely he was the big bad?!”

In the end the party had decided to
play it safe.

They retreated to the shore, intending
to summon the shermen they paid a
week or so ago, to pick them up and
ferry them to Ketche.

No one showed up.
“‘Hmmm...”

With little else to do, they decided to
camp in the wild.
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Thistleburn 10th, Spiritday
Summer in Altanis is hot.

But summer in Altanian jungle?
Hot and humid beyond belief.

Adventurers backtracked to the farm.
From there Gomm led them to the
troll cave. It was a simple large cave,
some fty by fty foot.

It was empty sans few rotting corpses,
ayed humans, and a large chest bro-
ken open. The chest was, of course,
completely empty.

Gomm checked if the key ts.
It t perfectly.

Ajar spotted a rubble of stones; a cave
in. Clearing it took few hours and
revealed a tunnel some three feet in
diameter. It slopped downwards, and
was longer than few hundred feet.

“Let's camp here and then go back to
the shore tomorrow.”

June 2026

Thistleburn 14th, Fireday
“Ketche! Finally!”

Fishermen hadn't showed up where
the party had expected them to. So
they had to travel some ten miles
through thick jungle instead. They
were wise enough to avoid all mon-
sters and encounters, and managed
to reach the hamlet in a little under a
week.

Smelly and tired, but alive. Ambros
reported their great success to Jaffar.
Then he took on another assignment
from her: get the region rid of notori-
ous gnoll headhunter Graylock.

The party also found their shermen—
dead drunk at the Goat's Beard Inn.

“What are the accepted punishments
around here?” Centuria inquired.

11
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Comments and responses to previous issues of Ever & Anon.

E&A 9

RE: Denizens of the Library #8 /
Brian Rogers Thank you, Brian!

RE: Reddened Stars number 8 /
John Redden Thank you, John!

RE: An Unlooked For Zine #8 / Lisa
Padol Rations spoiling overnight is
a D&D thing. Standard rations spoil,
iron rations last for a day.

RE: The Phoenix Nest / Michael
Cule Thank you, Michael! 1t is all
from players. Few pieces are from
public domain, but | usually use those
only when | need to Il in the last

page.

RE: Accidental Recall #8 / Joshua
Kronengold | am happy when
player characters survive and are able
to take on greater and greater chal-
lenges. They still manage to get in
plenty of trouble, though. Enjoyment
wise, | feel no difference, as | simply
hold the world. | have fun whichever
way it goes.

RE: Traveller Play-By-Email / Timo-
thy Collinson  Than one was drawn
by IdleDoodler, a lovely guy who also
contributed cover to the very rst is-
sue of Ever & Anon!

E&A 10

RE: Reddened Stars number 9 /
John Redden | try my best to con-
vey key things said bu the adventur-
ers, but you know how it is during
the game—much more is said than
can be captured. | am always wary
of putting words in characters' mouth.
That's why | only include verbatim
quotes taken during the game or ex-
cerpts from play-by-post written by
players.

RE: Firedrake's Hoard / Roger BW
Rorik died from the poison spears
were coated with.

RE: An Unlooked For Zine #9 / Lisa
Padol | deliberately played initial in-
teractions with Crus very slowly so
players get a visceral, lived feel of it.
Since then | simply deduce more time
(either in turns or hours) when they
interact.

RE: Age of Menace #247 / Brian
Christopher Misiaszek They can't
be dying all the time! | plan to run
number on deaths after we hit session
200. We are at session 178 as of writ-
ing this reply. There are still deaths
(sometimes 3-5 per session), but one
of the characters is a name level cleric
so they are able to bring back most of

In next issue

the characters. Now they are really
careful not to get dissolved, burnt to
crisp, etc., since they know they need
relatively intact corpse for Raise Dead
to work as intended.

RE: Accidental Recall #9 / Joshua
Kronengold | too was surprised by
them repeatedly returning to that ac-
cursed place.

RE: Traveller Play-By-Email / Jim
Vassilakos It was Rorik's player who
suggested it in the rst place!

E&A 11

RE: Reddened Stars number 10 /
John Redden They have their mo-
ments for sure. Sometimes their plans
work; often not.

RE: Accidental Recall #10 / Joshua
Kronengold It's been a while so de-
tails are a bit blurry, but since there
has been only one Leticia so far, the
answer must be yes. ..

RE: Traveller Play-By-Email / Jim
Vassilakos Named so by the most
relaxed player of the campaign. | be-
lieve he also has the most dead char-
acters. Also proudly provided the fol-
lowing reference: "Yea, | like dying."

Into the deep jungle.

12
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Misc Notes & New Bundle
ZKDWHYHU WKH FXUUHQW HGLWLRQV DU

1HZ &KDULW\ EXQGOH LWHPV IRU VXS HUNG ZDV WHUUSE GIHGLGG
7\SKRRQ 6LQODNX 7753* 5HOLHI %X%ER%SFP KH S t PV DOG SOI?\HG TX
LWFK LR E WI\SKRRQ VLQODNX W UngCUHVy)LHI E)B(F(?&H Q

\Y/ UKHURHYVY DQG , YH ORRNHG DW D C

7LV UDLVHV PRQHF URWMKHD &OLP

&KDOQJH $OmMMMIFA\SKRRQ 6LQODNX ¥ Y)\’/)'(\*NIPDI\Y\Réﬁg\WPL\Q\‘/]WDDUVS:‘(Sﬁ W 7753y < K
0ODULDQD ,VODQGV RQ $SULO ’ Q Q )

7753*V WKH NLQG WKDW DUH k q SHRSO
X SRVHZRRGI\$SEE\RX GRQ W KDYH LV oY @ &AM GX Qv WKH ZRUOG VHWV X

E\ YULQGOHZRRG JDPH WKDW WDNKMFHRBHIHIS Y RO\ B \FKDUDFWHU ZL Wk

LQ D &DGIDHO VHWWLQJ WKH\ WHDP XS WR GHIHDW HQHPLHV RYH
x ODJLF Rl ,QYHQWRVW Q@DL¥VKHG LWROYH SUREOHPVY « GRQ W KDYH JRRG V

SK\VLFDO YHUVLRQ RQ .LFNVWD UWXSH WKHLOR JMQUHODEOH IRU

SXUFKDVH +DYHQ W SOD\HG ORRNWWQWWUBYWRQQWV

*0OHVV 2U OLNHO\ *0 IX0O0 +RZ PXFK SHRSOH HQMR\ D JDPH KDV

X 3HULOV 3UQQ@THVMVHY FDQ EH SOD\HRQRYHRWYRQ WR KRZ ZHOO GHVLJIQHG
WKLV LV RQ P\ OLVW WRWWOM 283HQ WEKRXBW .1 WKRXVDQGV RI SHRSOH HC
FRGHG ODQJXDJH 6RPHOWKH®P D SR \Wg WKHUH LV VRPHWKLQJ WKHUH
UDQW DERXW k5XOLQJV RYHU 5XOHMHR LW V WKH FKLOGUHQ ZKR DUH ZU|

. -
Xx H 7KUHH 6KDOO OMHHP\$IWDR EH D WKH\ DUH S(\)/D\LDQQJGK\(/,‘)V;\I/DVPk\-/rVXKT_'V\\;VX:iU“
SOD\HU JDPH SOD\HG PXFKO\ DV\QIJ:IA(lPFy(S)g)\{\U—bL{ y

RYHU UDWKHU D ORQJ VWUHWFK RI WI BH Z¥ G RPLFV Y
<RX FDQ W SOD\ 6XSHUPDQ LQ DQ\ 775

{6RPHWKLQJ VRPHWKLQJ SUROLIHUDMKXRRDRI WDPHY\ 24DMPDQ HLWKHU DOW

SUHVXPDEO\ IHPDOH FKDUDFWHUV K DWRP WRGHREO IOIRRWRQRSRZPS®M kWHFK

IRU D UHVHDUFK SURMHFW LQ 7753*FKWMKIDAMWMIBLUREDEDD W SOD\ :RQGHU :R

ZRUWK ORRNLQJ LQWR 7KLUVW\ 6ZRBPEHUHNELBRYUOHW :LWFK :ROYHULQH -

ULQGOHZRRG %D\ 3ULQFHVV ZLWKsBL&ARIFD QP ROR WWUSJ

D KXJH FROOHFWLRQ RI VROR kZLWFK\yRID EYREGS OD\ WKH 1HZ OXWDQWV RU
7LWDQV LI \RX UHVWULFW WKHP D ELW

Superheroes TTRPGs ODMLN V DFFHVV WR DQRWKHU ZKROH Uk
$ FRXSOH RI LVVXHV DJR , vDLG WKkDWCYWsWHR U B ERrYQUH 2DVQ W

RI WKH ZHDNQHVVHV RI VWDQGDUG 7REMGLIRMREH\LW 2DV EXLOW RQ VROF
VHHP RGG VLQFH WKHUH DUH PDQ\ YRDOHWRBRY(HDPHC XS IRU YHUV SRZHU
VXSHUKHUR 7753*V DQG , ORYH VHYHUD® R WHIPED W LRQV

SOD\HG HQRXJK &KDPSLRQV WKDW , FOQ@ G WKIHLNH BBHWWH WKH VXSHUKHU
WKH DGYDQWDJH GLVDGY WDEOH IURP RGP & Wy@LH

GDEEOHG LQ 9 9 DQG 0 0 D ORQJ WLPH DJR QRW
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2K WHFKQLFDOO\ WKH\ FDQ :H FDQ)ROQDONNWRQ@RUN DV D VXSHUKHUR J
QXPEHU RI KHURHVY HYHQ WRS UDWMW®R KHHWR HFDO UHKROKD YHRW WKLQN DERXW
GLHG {,I| WKH\ UH UHDOO\ WRS UDWHUG LWRH\ SRIRBE®D KNDYH WKH VDPH UDQJ
EHFDXVH LW GRHVQ W PDWWHU KRZ\VIRRGUWHWKVYWRBW WO)RH &G VRPH VSDUN(
ODUYHO '& DUH QRW JLYLQJXSQWKHLUHABVIXONRZV | \RX ZDQMHP DWLWW\ QR
PRVW RI WKHP KDYH WRS SRZHU FD SDPHWRIHNM WHIO CRZEWRRB BHVFULSWLRQV R
ZKDW DQ\ JDPH DOORZV WKH 3&V WRKRKQYHTXHQFHY ,Q D FLQHPDWLF JDPH

7KH WKLQJ LV WR PDNH D VXSHUEKRQR HDPHQWHK PW JIKIW EWHW kVSUDLQHG DQI
OLNH WKH FRPLFV \RX QHHG DQ HOQOWDUNOKGHWUHRWLVWLF JDPH LW PLJK)
IUDPHZRUN 2QH WKDW GRHVQ W KD¥N RRAMWERDDQWW DBHFDXWHKH UHDO ZRUO
%DWPDQ LV QHYHU JRLQJ WR EH WDRH@XRXW EXW OXANDWIORW[HG E\ WDNLQ
I[IURP '"HDWKVWURNH 2QH WKDW GRHNVQGWIKOQOWHWDEHEMXVW LW D VSUDLQHG D
PHDVXUHG E\ kKRZ PXFK FDQ \RX OLFRQ \EHPOXYHHIRWHQ DIWHU WUHDWPHQW
6XSHUPDQ WKDW PD\ EH PHDVXUHGSIUREOBRWHWWRU @RWNV
SRXQGV J)DWH LQLWLDOO\ FDSWXUHV WKH IHHC

, ORYH )DWH DV D IUDPHZRUN IRUZWOH UFK D,I\D ¥ WRVUNO 6DIRWDYH DELOLWLE
SUREOHPV :KLOH WKH VWUHVV ER[HWKHFRIQAH TKX HQ PMHR WKH VWDGLXPy ZLWK
QLFHO\ HYDGH WKH DFWXDO GHDWKID¥W&RWMW RKHOHVYIVSROQWWKHDQG DQ D
SUREOHP RI ZRUOG EUHDNLQJ SRZHBRZIDWWWWY DO ORIWKEIDD®OY WY H[SORVLRQV
WKHP WKH LV XXHADQKWWS OD\ \RXU | DMRVWKRWHVFRBDFNLQJ VHYHUDO LQGLYLG)>
ERRN KHUR LQ )DWH &RUH WKH SRZHU OHYHOV RI V.

7TKDW V WKH FUX[ RI WKH SUREOHRL JKHWUW\WXHDL SWIOHHRWYHUDJH SHUVRQ $ |
RI VXSHUKHUR 7753*V UXQV LQWR WEDWHADIO®Y RIRH WRIXVRPH VRUW DQG D UH
FDQ W SOD\ \RXU IDYRULWH FKDUDFWW SD@® YRXWDIQW SERWMLFH RI {,1 KI
VRPHWKLQJ NLQGD OLNH WKHP ZLW K DRVKH B 2QKW QL \NQN HMWNVIWWH RU )LIKWL
\RX QHHG WR OHDUQ WKH JDPH IUDFRHEZEBHMRXQ&EHY +H FDQ W KDYH V LQ VL
OLPLWDWLRQV DQG OHDUQ WR LPDDUQH KHDWDROHY WKDW oW
ZLWKLQ WKRVH OLPLWYV J)DWH ZLOO OHW \RX SOD\ D KLJKO\ GH

7KH\ DUH IXQ OLPLWV $IWHU D ZKROXVH® R NVXGHW KHHN&HY EXW DIWHU I
DQ\ ZRUVH WKDQ "'V k\RX FDQ W S @O YHD@QWPOPWHWGRQ W VHHP kHSLF VFDOH
$UDJRUQY RU 6WDU :DUV kKk\RX FDQ WGHML/XNHHG6INREZDBOANHWU KM QW SRZHU OHYHO
2N oQH \RX UH QRW SOD\LQJ OHJHQGY OWRYXHUMK®OD)DQWH ZRXOG OHW \RX KL
\RXQJ XSVWDUWYV ZKR PLJKW VRPHGIOOVEMARPHHBOHQARQGBGYDWHG UHDZDNHQHG

([FHSW \RX ZRQ W W V QRW MXVWRGMRX FPOQ@ WHEIAMRTGHMNDRRKNKHU \HDU RC
6SLGHUPDQY LW V DOVR k\RX FDQ W ISVOWHD RZKIRUBPW IR BRREHUV v )DWH V Q
PLIKW EHFRPH 6SLGHUPDQ v 7KH SREXMDOWDWR @ 0ODREZVERWK RI WKRVH WR KD
ZRQ W OHW \RX KDYH WKDW PXFK UDVK&SRIYMHRH HYHU WKH
QDUUDWLYH RQHV ZRQ W OHW LW EH VBHHIGRZQVLGH LV $Q\ FKDUDFWHU FR

. BLETXHDN DV D VHULRXVY FKDOOHQJH
ate

6SLGHUPDQ V k, FDQ WKURZ FDUV D%rﬂ?a)qlgl r)]/SVWUHQJWK LV
MXVW D WR )RUFHIXOO\ 2YHUFRPH DRMWHD&IOMHR/SLR Q DWASHOIWDRSLRQV EHIRU
$FFHOHUDWHG <« D VWXQW WKDW PLJIKRNNVEEH VKD UHGREGSCWKHP DQG TXLWH D
ERXQFHU DW WKH ORFDO EDU IDPLOLDUMAMKWR X'IKGLWLRQ "“5DKQBGY H

6XUH KH FDQ VD\ k, WKURZ-WKH FKIRWHICQWKWOWURDGRHVQ W VHHP GUDVW
EORFN RXW RI WKH ZD\'y DQG WKH SODWMWHVMPBHIUQRPD WR ZDV KXJH &KD
VFHQH RI FDUV EHLQJVORVKKHNVDL UV R\DXENGLING! PDQ\ JDPHV LV GHVLJQHG IURP
RI WKH ERXQFHU V k, SXVK WKURXJKWXYKXHUND UK LLFKGRPHFRBRWBIONSHRSOHY DUH
VRPH RI WKHP DVLGH D ELW WR PDNRYDB B®PRZKHHY HEHXW WKH
PHFKDQHARE®BW LQ JDPH LV WKH VDPH

! 7KH VWRU\ IRU D ORQJ WLPH ZDV WKH RQO\8RIOBHUBAY HHW ¥ KIR FALJHHI@EX JK IDQ IROORZLQJ
GRQjW FRPH EDFN DUH %XFN\ %DUQHYV -DVRQHWRIGYGHGDQG 8QFOH %HQ I
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7KLIWKRXEHG kRI FRXUVH \RX GRQ W UROO
VRGD ERWWOH |lyRRXWKH WKBB®RWHG WR L
FRPEDW RU RWKHU KLJK VWUHVV VLWXD'
RI WKH SKDVH WXUQ LW V D KDOI VHF
WKH LWHP DQG ZLWK DQ RUGH QWD URSDU

WKHQ \HDK §SRHWRHOVLPH
0\ WHHQ JURXS KDG RQH FDPSDLJQ ZK
FKDUDFWHUV ZHUH SW VXSHUV 1RUP
q 7KH\ JHQHUDOO\ KDG RQH UHODW
DELOLW\ DQG D VPDOO FOXVWHU RI UHO
KDQGIXO RI XVHIXO JDGJHWV RU kpDPH
DOORZHG pLJKW DQG D FORVH FRPEDW o
VBWFN RI VS\ VNLOOV PDUWLDO DUWV D
‘H DOVR JRW UHDOO\ FUHDWLYH ZLWtk
$QG ZH FDPH XS ZLWK DVWSRLBWD OO\ LQo
,Q P\ WHHQ JDPLQJ JURXS DOO kQRPRPOY¥WHYHREHIRUH WKH\ FORWIEG WKDW
DVVXPHG WR EH kRXW RI FRPEDWy DOQHW(KF’{IYWGP@OSK_'—Q\J &KDPSLRQV , G VW
WRN GRXEOH GDPDJH DQG DOZDyV KRKpMKHRKYXYPULRKDG 0QG D VLPLODU J
SHQDOWLHV %HFDXVH ZH UDQ WKH QXpgWUMy BR¥EOLROS MK LM SOD\ FKDUDF
ZDV DQRWKHU 0XUSK\ V 5XOMYHWKL QIKFXMRPGHABRRNYV ZH KDG WR VHYHUHO
D QRUPDO SHUVRQ FRX®& UAXIDOLO{HDR) G zKDW LV D VXSHUKHWRS QR\WKLV JDP
PLIKW ZDON DZD\ IURP D VWRU\ IDOO<RX FDQ W ZULWH XS WKH )ODVK RU :F
7KH VWDWV DUH JHDUHG VXFK WKDW R p QbW Y@ WUKxISVoRRW JRX .DWVXN L
kPRGHUQ GD\ DYHUDJH SHUVRQy RUghWpi@ kS HoRHPVYRY <RX FDQ W ZULWH

DYHUDJH SHUVRQ y EXW kUHDVRRQDE@ Y HPIWHY @ MRk W KW U WHUV IURP 7
QRW WRR H[SHQVLYH WR EH 6XSHU 6WURQJ Yy 6WUHQJWK LV{

ZHDN EXW PD\EH QRW ZHDN HQRXJther Games

0ObQ\ VXSHUKHUR JDPHVY KDYH WURXEOH
DELOLWLHV ORUBRDHIHBBYHOV DQG Wk
UDQGRPQHVV RI GLFH UROOV

$QG WKH WDFWLFDO VLGH RI WKH UXOHV PHDQW WKDW LI \RX
UHTXLUH UROOV IRU{HRMUDED D RORWQV

3DUW RI WKH SUREOHP ZLWK VXSHUKHUF
WKHLU VRXUFH PDWHULDO LV DOPRVW Q
JDPH VRXUFH PDWHULDO
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' ZDV EDVHG RII PLQLDWXUHV ZBpl®PlgICage of Sand, part 5
ZDUJDPHV OLNH LQ ZDU SHRSOH GLH ,Q WKH P\WKV DQG

IDQWDV\ OLWHUDWXUH SHRBW H GLsIL TG OK@WSV  OXFLHOCOWVQAMWFK LR FI
HSLF TXHVW WHDP ORVHV D IHZ RI WKHP WKH ZD\ WR
ODF*Xe&Q 7RZHU RU WKH HYLO VRUF\%Q#RIE\I%B"B@SWKH oUVW
WZR SULQFHV EHGRHMW WRMNW KRW KLBWRYDAROQYWRXWFHQRLGHU\ DUWLVW
DQG VR RQ 6R WKH JDPH UXOHV DUH P$@®W RQW R FODIDMR Z RRUZDHDEOW K\
VLPXODWLRQ RI WKRVH GHDWKYV PHUFKDQW ZDLWLQJ IRU KLV VKLS W|
7KH VXSHUKHUR JHQUH{ GRHVQ W KDoMH) GRGWHKN RURWKRI2FHDQ DQLJKW R
WKH PDLQ FKDUDFWHUV ,W GRHV RFFDNORIDMD ORRNEDHQREXWP XIJJOHUV DQC
LW D PDMRU SORW HYHQW QRW D ULVNABUIR¥BWUYIHUBIHVWOHIURD WKH (P
EDWWOH GZDUI MXGJLQJ WKH FRQWHVW VHOE
,Q IDQWDV\ OLWHUDWXUH PD\EH W KH KHWHROERQ EHERB®MRWDGNRUPHU PHUF
D NLQJ g $UDJRUQ GLG %XW WKH QRURJOOKHIJRQSERVUHYNMRANLOOHG ZRRG
WLPHOLQH GRHV QRW LQFOXGH kUXQV ONDZHEOREY DWW WKHO RUNRVWMNEWY RI
HQG RI LW /LNHZLVH WKH DYHUDJH WHDMHR V& FHUWXWNPYUXQV JDPHV RI FKE
OLQH GRHV QR WHIRBIHX G HHG QHZ RQBMPL /RQJIRRW R D 6KZAREJEALMV W KLHI
MRLQHGY LQ D QRUPDO \HDU 1RW LQ WIOH K FRIFVHVWDQW ZLWK KLV NQRWZ
,Q VFL 0o DGYHQWXUH VWRULHV ZH FPDpGEHQLHYH WWHY:UGRBZ KIR1I:BQG W
OXFN WKDW /XNH /HLD +DQ DQG &KHZUHQRUI BRR ¥MP OEERODGHV IRU DUL
DW WKH HQG RI WKH DWWDFN RQ WKH "HPWKUBWBUBOHWMWD RI +HOLRW WKF
RWKHU SHRSOH GLHG QHDUE\ WKH\ MX¥¥FKBSSHAHBHYRQIJ WKH FRQWHVW Z
VTXHDN WKURXJK *DPHV EXLOW IRU VFIp@\DIKRHEWMX U RK ERDAD XIKWHU DJIH
KDYH D UHDVRQDEO\ KLJK FKDQFH RI G&WWHIRRIL KW BL F R WEOZSRSIHGEV RXW P D J

PDQHXYHUYV ORRNLQJ IRU DQ DSSUHQWLFH ZKLOH
,Q VXSHUKHUR VWRULHV ¢« WKH KHURHV Rl WKH -X

VWLFH
/HDJXH RU WKH : 0HQ DUH ORW QRUBBBNRAR & VAPRYKHHU LV KROGLQJ DQ |
GHDWK 7KHLU IDLOXUH SRLQWV DUKKYWZRVYRY W VAFRE R ((HOHFWHG WR
YLOODLQ PDQ\ SHRSOH zL0O JHW KXVWRPRBIKWKCoHERY R R
WKLV SODFH REMHFWy RU kWKH\ OORj}QL Qo KH SRZHU WR GR
HYHQ PRUH GDVWDUGO\ GHHGV LQ WKH IXWXUH y :KHQ
%DWPDQ LV WU\LQJ WR VWRS WKH -RRRU DI \WWDOBRW BDWHKHQDERYH FKDUDFV
ZKRVH OLIH LV RQ WKH OLQH PDQ\ LQ JUXHVRPH ZD\V $QQL WKHQ ZRN
7753*V DUH QRW EXLOW IRWkDFWERRWWDVIRIXWHKIHED\ RI IHVWLYDOjV VWDU\
JRQQD GLH EXW \RX VWLOO QHHG WPHHPRBUHRIER X WOV KIY \UHW XROQVE¢LWK WKH '
Rl WKH EDWWOH y )DWH WULHV W X RWKHUWMDB/AVX K HjYK@K UMY PHW  DQ
QRW EXLOW IRU k\RX FDQ UXQ OLWHWEW Y\KHDY®W G RXQOHIKWZLQI RQ WKH
EXW \RX VWLOO FDQ W VWRS HYHU\ EXOQOHW EHIRUH LW KLWV QRW
HYHQ ZLWK D JRRG EXOOHW FDWFK§ RH y
$QG WKDW V ZLWKRXW JHWWLQJ AxW:RaWakehiiP VVOHV RI

JDPLQJ ZLWK WHOHSRUWDWLRQ WLPH WUDYHO RU YDULRXV
W\SHV RI (63 7KHUH DUH D ORW RI PREHUPLRNHYV YWADHR @I KWPDUH DQG KI

FKDUDFWHU LQ D IULHQG V JDPLQJ VWX I EHNPRYX DV VKH JRHV DERXW
PDQLSXODWLRQ SRZHUV ORVW JDPHHAREWYRR zD\ WR GR
WKDW DQG WKH RQHV DHKIDWNG & YK DA6H2 LiteP¥tions
QDUUDWLYH HIIHFW :H KDYH GHWDLOHG VWDWV IRU kZKHUH LV
WKH SK\VWLFDO LQMXU\ DQG KRz EDGYWTH (PERN PWENWD o
SRZHUV DUH RIW K® FOFH LW Z&RWKV K X +HU *UDFH /DG\ ODRLWX®YV EX\V VRPF
VRPHWKLQJ y HPEURLGHU\ IURP $QQL

, UHSHDW , ORYH VXSHUKHUR JDREHYDG\Mk QWWKRIor WHIWREKRQW DVNV WR
DQ\ RI WKH JDPHV , YH WULHG <« DQG , YREWBLBHW ORW «

DFWXDOO\ FDSWXUH WKH HVVHQFH RI YREHUKQUROFRRIGY +H SURWHFWYV Kt
VWUHHW WKXJV DQG ORVHV VRPH RI |
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ODMRU (QFRXQWHUYV 7LPH LV VXSSRVHG WR SDVV EHWZHHC

X 6LU *RGIURN 6ZRUGV :DQWV WR FRPP L/ FRREHVV SXWWLQJ WKHP DOO LQ\
UHLQIRUFHG FORWKLQJ EXW LWjVRWMKEFHRMVoWPRY wkRy D IHZ GD\V PD!
IHVWLYDO VKH GRHVQjW KDYH WLAHP\ SURWDIRQLVW ZHUH D GHWHFWLYH

X 6WUHJRUDRMUL®I 3HQWDFOHYV *Lg gp R gR HDFK RQH FRXOG EH LQYH

DPXOHW WKDW VKRXOG ZDUQ KHU Byt Q GHWDLO BKH LV QRW ., DI

Uk Y WDOWKV RQ WRS RI HDFK RWKH L

InCiting InCiden(Same in ever}dp JLUVW WZR GHDWKYV

7KH RSHQLQJ FHUHPRQ\ Rl WKH DUWY &RFUOERQ WKHKHH® Rl )RUWXQH (OH
PRUQLQJ RQFH PRVW RI WKH DUWLVWSWKBYWHWKRHRUVEZRKWHRG RI OXFN RI
GLVSOD\HG %DUL PDNHV D VKRUW VSHROHEIRRWV KK HU RRBEE L W
HQWUDQFH DQG SHRSOH IURP WKH 4D lglphy & WAUW &V R IFRRIG ¥Q 2EYLRXV VLIQ
DQG ORRN DW HYHU\WKLQJ $QQL ZRQGHUV LI KH RIWHQ XVHV
WKH VDPH VSHHFKHV 21 FRXUVH VKE|WVROYYHWWLBY XK KU WDEOH EHIRUH
LOQWURGXFH DQ HYHQW EHIRUH ExwW QYUeRDYVRAY BERU®v ¥igH FRYHUV KHU 2
UHJXODUO\ FRSLHG E\ RWKHUV DQG BR&HWIY VZ RXWKWMR WRKG BHVWLYDO WR JH
IDPLOLDU DQG VAWWOH KHU WKRXJKWV 6KH LV GU
7KH ZDUHV EHLQJ GLVSOD\HG KHWH BB HVERWEBHH&) SOD\V JDPHV RI FKDQ
VROG WKHVH ZLOO EH MXGJHG EXWRMAUWHPXFKoVER WD ERQHY EXW VKH KD
GD\V GLVSOD\ oUVW DQG WKH DUWLWKHRAY MHleP Bp M HOFRIQAR G UWR\LYH SDLG Kt
DQG EXVLQHVV DUUDQJHPHQWV zZLWKKW I REREHYY HQMR\EQJI WKH GDJJHU
DJDLQ QH[W WR WKH 'XFKHVV ZKR QRANKBJE AP Ry VO ORRN RIFLW VLQF
KHU DV VKH VHWV XS %RWK RI WKHBDYQIWR QXHEE & Hr! RGH
3KRHEH DV WKH\ DUUDQJH WKHLU DUW2RBWNEKHQ VKH JHWV WR WKH JDPHV E
$QQL LV LQ D VHFWLRQ UHVHUYH®RER FoWHRUBIU WYHRPRRNV DURXQG (OF
YDULRXV VRUWV VKH VHHV 9DPLUH®CRKBEIW KDY QRWHYRPH KRZ VKH NQI
WKH SDYLOLRQ DQG D KREELW zKR 8K¢HRYXVMONY GRAHNKVRYE LW 6KH JHWYV
DURXQG WRZQ MXVW D IHZ WDEOHV DEON VVRYWRH QS Wkt ERRWK  DQG ITUHHIF
DGPLWWHGO\ PHGLRFUH NQRWZRUN dHHREBH®R BRURE PRS PVKH KREELW DUH
IHZ SUDEWLFDO SLHEHV 6KHjV QRW VXUH KRZ WKH EORRG GLGQj\
7KHUHjV D VXUUHDO TXDOLW\ WR XHRWWL&WRX WX, QRZ VWDUWLQJ WR V
HPEURLGHU\ OLNH VKHjV GRQH WKLWKHWRIFOR QoL VXSSRVHV
LWjV MXVW WKDW VKHjV DWWHQGHG VHYHBBBFbY MWhH > WR/ B HEDKWKRDUUDC

SURFHVV VWDUWV WR EH IDPLOLDU XSULJKW EXW OHDQLQJ RYHU ~VWDNHG
ZLWK WKUHH RI WKH EOXQW ZRRGHQ GD.

Act 3: The Turn JDPH 2QH GDJJHU LV DOVR WLHG WR HD

6L GHDWKV WKLV WLPH LQ EDWFKHASREIKW DWWkl VKL AHUH RQ D WKURQH
UHPHPEHUHG WKLV ZDV FRPLQJ +RYFHSH¥BA\UWKkLY |,

GHFLGH DW WKH VWDUW RI 7KH 7xUQ K% KfBU ity e Wiih KGEELW  TROGH
WKHP XS RU DW D WLPH VR DOFMYMHRRURBC WRHG ZLWK KLV RZQ NQR
LQFLGHQWY WKHQ GUDZ WKH FKDUPRRNYWEBREIHw k! FRUG LV ZUDSSHG

DQRWKHU FDUG WKDW JLYHV GHWD LK USERWkPHY DQG KLV IDFH LV DOPRVW
VWDUHV IRU D ORQJ PRPHQW V

X 6ZRUGWKH NLOOHU OHDYHV REYLPP)ﬁ\?}VQ/%iQI\//HRISW§§|OH EXW VKH IHHOV WK
FDXVH RU WLPH RI GHDWK ZHUH IULHQGV $QG WKHQ VKH UHDOLVH
x :DQGWKH WLPH RU FDXVH RI GHDXHO RPVWIOH UL RYRXWUWHU DQG VKH VFUH
RI' WKH YLFWLP V LV KLGGHQ 7KH JXDUGV FRPH DQG $QQL DQVZHU\
X &XSWQRWKHU FKDUDFWHU UHDFWW RWQW RIHOD{HWRV MRV DQG WKHQ WULL
PXUGHU DUWLVW SDYLOLRQ EXW LV WROG VKH V
x 3HQWDRM®HPWWKLQJ KDV EHHQ VWRONYY 1JEF MXSH @) Z2LO0 WDNH VHYHUD
ZLWK WKH YLEWLP V PDNH VXUH QRW WR JHW WR KHU ZRUNYV

WKDW DGYLFH
X ODMRU $URMKMPDPXUGHU LV XQXVXDOO\ JUXHVRPH

VKRZ\ RU ULWXDOLVWLF
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6HFRQG WZR GHDWKV Xx 6LIJQV RI WKH<RXPH®D\ DV D VWDUYLQ

x &KDUDFWHUV 7KH (PSUHVV +HU *UDFW\FBER MMULR&kMWR VFUDSH E\ DQG V
.QLJKW RI 3HQWDFOHV 6LU *RGIUH\ RRWKIPSRREBQ\SWLF $SPHULFD ULGGOF

x &DUG 7KH 6XQ *UXHVRPH RU ULWXD%Q.%MPFQPHQWDO DQG PDJLFDO KDJD
7KH QH[W PRUQLQJ $QQL LV ZDONLQJ DORQJ WKH EHDFK DW
VXQULVH HQURILQI WKH ZDYHY DO fythieihé RRTISZISHRMiJHHS and Other

VHHYV WKHP VPDVKHG RQ WKH URFN E{:]II%J *RGIUH\ DQ
*UDFH %RWK RI WKHP KDYH EHHQ G '\f/f PEHUHG DQG UH

SODFHG LQ WKHLU FORWKLQJ ZKLFKRKDN EHH QRN W SWiRHR sLiiuDil 51
ZD\ WR NHHS WKHLU ERGLHV ZKROH pBW @R VIR PM P QUQWLDO

YLHZ %XW $QQL QRWLFHV WKH VWUDQJHQHVV Rl WKH FORWKLQJ
HYHQ EHIRUH VKH UHDOL]HV WKH ERGVRY LR ¢HE®Y MRHPORWDUW $V D 3DJDQ
ZKROH DUH FXW DSDUW DQG SODFHEWHLFN KPFRERAWYEUHVWLQJ , UHDOO\
FORWKLQJ EOHHGLQJ DW WKH MRLJWWHWHKRERAP RR P EoRREFKVRT GHLWLE
ZDVKHG DZD\ RQ WKH URFNV UHVRXUFH SRRO DQG WKDW \RX SLFN R(
,Q VKRFN VKH UHDOL]JHV WKLV PXWMPHFHLERRO SRHM @QRW DFNQRZOHGJH €
*RGIUH\ DSSURDFKHG KHU +H KDG DXRYVLRRY BSERMIUR @ leHiL W
%XW VKHjV QRW VXUH EHWWHU FORWKLEHZRX® d RU4R kK VHERMIRPYHLWLHYV D
6KH VWDUHV DW WKH VFHQH IRU HORYIBIGY\ BRAR FYRYYLQJI RXW WKH KLW <
EHIRUH UHDOL]LQJ VKH QHHGV WR WRAGO N RPHREH DerXAvir®w {.Q SHQFLO
7KHUH ZLOO EH PRUH TXHVWLRQVF KACUKDBDRYH RWVQRWHU LI QHHGHG
ZDQW WR GHDO ZLWK WKHP EXW VKWZANF KkpDERXW PHPWANSRJI ERRNV ZLWK S
LJQRUDQFH ZKHQ +HU *UDFH GRHVQjw MR XSHWIHQ YDULRXV DWWHPSWYV
DUUDQJH KHU WDSHVWULHV WRGD\ NLQG RI FRQFHSW ZLWK kZHOO WKRVH [
BKXGGHULQJ VKH ZzDONV WR WKHWBHLYURXDWRYUpR@ HDUWK LQ WKHLU KF

JRHV WR 0QG D JXDUG DQG %DUL WHKRAWHIBOKY pt REKRXFK PRUH" /RRN  WKHIL
'XFKHVV ZRQ]W EH FRPSHWLQJ QRWKR ®RUWDO DGYHQWXUHU FDQ GR W|

LODO WZR GHDWKV WKHLU KRPH UHDOP
)he 7KHUH DUH ZULWHXSV RI ZKROH SDQW

x &KDUDFWHUV 6L[ Rl :DQGV /DG\ HWNKYHDVHE RQ UHDO ZRUOG OHJHQGV |
&XSV \RXQJ /DG\ 3KRHEH OFWLRQDO{ ZLWKRXW DQ\ XQGHUVWDQG|L
X &DUG -XVWLFH PRUH JUXHVRPH WIKWXBBDLARVINY GROMKOHVY D ZRUOG ZKF

(TKLV LV EHLQJ EXPSHG WR @H[W LV &?‘ EOFBFSEom UHDO ZRUOG SDUWLFLS
UXQQLQJ LQWR GHDGOLQH FRQVWU

7KLY JDPH KDV D SUREOHP ERX]]__IQ %/bVQ/D W?DDIL:JSHGULLVFPD;;F?\E

GHFN WR XVH IRU VROR 7753*V EXW U
WKLV RQH EHFDXVH ,jP PLG JDPH Z ://VF:(ZH\?F?UHYiII:E EIID
YHU\ ORQJ WLPH WR SOD\ ,jP HQMR\ d%

HDW R KULVW
VRPH SRLQW , KDYH WR DFWXDOO\ 0 L\?F\}XUFQI: SQ% gDUV\/
RQ DQG ZKRjV GRLQJ WKH PXUGHUV

V\\AIH@J Q%\A_{ﬁUDFW ZLWK 7KH\

FDQjW WU\ RWKHU WDURW EDVHG J UH ZRUVKLSSHG L

XQWLO , VROYH WKH WLPH ORRS DQSZ)FH&%\_/?I{J JDQ UHFROVWUXFWLROL
2WKHU JDPHV , ZDQW WR WU\ JHW GDPQHG WHVW\ LI \RX SRLQW RXW W

X 7DQJOHG %OHV\DLYROR MRXUQDOARUVRUSMIR RI =HXV $WKHQD 2GLQ 7K
SOD\HU 53* LQVSLUHG E\ GDUN DEEGABRDDRWGERNQBHFKWLY .ZDQ <LQ .D
JKRVW VWRULHV DQG JUDGXDWH/RFK®RO ODJLF
DFDGHP\ KRUURU LVK WKLQJ , GRQ W NQRZ LI WKH o[ LV WR KDYH Z

X 7KH /[RQHVRPH &DU\WRWDDBMHED V-H& XAROFODWDQ -+9+ ODU\ OLFKDHO 5DS
WWUSJ DERXW EHLQJ D FDUWRJUDSIKHY DIQRS LWD W IBR/SWHHBVD W QY R WIR L W
ZLWK WKH UHVHDUFK DQG FUHDWLRWRRAULWHSXS %XGGKD {SRWHQWLDOO
UHSUHVHQWLQJ D SODFH WKDW L5WEPSRKUDQVWIWRQRX6KDNWL /DNVKPL
\RXU VXSHULRUV RU \RXU FRPPX®MWW\PD DQG VR RQ
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, OLNH WKH IDQWDV\ GHLWLHV , DR K@iz EficisHigtig H PURR U H
LI PRUH JDPH H[SORUHG ZKDW LW PH OLYH L

DQV WR LQ D
SRO\WKHLVWLF VRFLHW\ RQH ZKHUH KJ%%\)N?LB%RLB\'F?%_@%B\%DUNH@ V SROLW
DQVZHU SUD\HUV LQ DQ XQGHQLDEOH Fp\lRW VXUSULVHGDWHRIDIKQ RIHUH
, G EH KDSSLHU LI PRUH JDPHV H[ZSORHRBLMPAHLDQ IDVELYVP WKDW UXQV W
VRFLHWLHV ZRX0G FKDQJH zLWK IXOEWERBbY P Y RREHVEJK VRPH QHZHU |
HYHQ JHWWLQJ LQWR WKH UHOLJILRXW VG R Wh o YW QIHV IURP RYHUW WF
. ZRX0G OLNH PRUH JDPHV DQG PRYH SGHH YR EH VHFUHW PHVVDJIHV DV
JURXSV WR WDMUUROLALDYV kwkLV K spEYWHR W DUHQ W KLGLQJ WKH\ Ul
WKH FXOWXUH DQG FRPPXQLW\ LQ Wi Hd Wﬁl}b&’d/'(dkbq(&%z 1DJLV
PXVLF OLNH IRRG OLNH IpPWaEHYwwearw x §RISPLIQ &DUWRIUDSKHU g, P QF
KWKLV LV D ZHLUG VLGH KREE\ WKDWPVRRBALOFRYEH RBy Y + G QHHG 7KH SUF

DQG LI WKH\ UH UHDOO\ JRRG Dw LwWY R MK WHééﬁQL%%ﬁ%VWHRP

3RZHUV EXW \RX JRWWD EH REVHVVEEHIRBAZEGWVERREP YLRRY RPELQHG P D!

ZRUWK LW IRU WKH UHVW Rl XV vy

Comments on E&A #11

=

Back to Brazilian Gamebooks, Pt 9 t Pedro
Panhoca da Silva & Maria Zucolotto

<RXU PHQWLRQ RI FUHDWXUHV WKDW IHHG RQ OHWWHUYV

UHPLQGHG PH RI D FRX/®H3RDBDRRWY q

7ROOERRWHKK , UHFHQWO\ JRW DV DQ HERRN DQG DP UH

UHDGLQJ IRU WKH oUVW WLPHOWIDQFH FKLOGKRRG DQG

OLQQRZ BHODUN 'XQQ ZKLFK KDV QR VXSHU

QDWXUDO HOHPHQWY EXW VWLOO LQYROYHV D YDQLVKLQJ

DOSKDEHW )RU H[DPSOH %RUWROD FRQQHFWV W

Bumbling Through Dungeons #9 t Mark A. /LGD 2UPRQRV $ODNRO VKRZQ DERYH

Wilson ‘H KDYH UHJLRQ PDSV IRU D®WO WKRVH
OLQH XS SHUIHFWO\ $OVR WKH\ DOO KD

%DED ,L. K RQH RI P\ IDYRULWHV LWDQEHH® ILQHD OX ZDQW WKRVH UHPRYHG

EXQGOHV ,W V RQH RI WKH IHZ SL[HOKBIBW BHSPB¥HGEZQWK ORFDWLRQ PDUNH|

WROHUDWH SOD\LQJ $QG YHU\ IHZ R Z/DIKQWEW R QNBIHIG KIRVH R1 WKH VWUHHW

DQ\ QDPH UHFRJQLWLRQ ,WFK LR RSRMHQMAL WKB\PNEAHS DOO RI WKHP EXW

kSRSXODULW\ y ZKDWHRHLU \W K DBR @ HFIRWQ 4 RWHG OLQHYV

UFRJQL]H DQ\ Rl WKH oUVW  RU VR \RWGUEH QRO DIKWHIXIOWRR KDYH WKHP Ut

EH IDPLOLDU ZLWK WKH UHVW RWK KD R\SCD.Q QVEBIURGRG) RIFKRU , G FRQVLGH

WZR \RX PD\ KDYH UXQ DFURNV IURPGRRRHARMHP\VHOI EXW , GRQ W KDYH WL

VXJIJHVWLRQ WKRXJKW RI OHDUQLQJ D ZKROH DUW SU

0\ JHQHUDO WKRXJKWV RQ WKH EXOGDWWKDRBINBQ\PH WZLWFK\

EXQGOH ZLWK PRUH WKDQ JDPHV LV ,ZREWRSSIVFNQQIWS GR EDVLF LPDJH P

MXVW IRU WKH QRYHOW\ RI UHDGLQ3 KRR KRSV KHF BEPBVFHUWDLQO\ SDVWH

ZLWK PRUH WKDQ RU VR VDPH &WXHUW POLSMH MEXWDFDQ W PDNH WKHP

ORW RI EXQGOHV WKHUH V D QRQ |HVS HFAIDDFH FKBDWH, KION RULJILQDOV GR(

KDOI WR WZR WKLUGV RI DQ\ VPDOO EX&B Q1) ®IOYUHEX®\O VW HHWV ORFDWLR

WKDW LQPXHQFHV ZKHWKHU , 0O EXDOQWKRXRUPRVEK@GWHKWHP DUH MXVW kOR

ZLWK PRUH WKDQ " $EVROXRUWO\ QR TXHVWLRQ G

FDUH LI , WKLQN , OO ZDQW WR SOD\ DQ\ Rl WKH JDPHV

k/IXGLF UHVHDUFKy VRXQGV VR PXFK PRUH

SBIHVVLRQDO WKDQ kZWI DUH W8H LQGLH JDPH PDNHU
WR WKLV RQWK" FRUSPE L ERRG Bk sopaLwwor vwror

LQ WKH FHQWHU OHIW LV WKH VXEZD\ VYV
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+HUH V 7DPLOD %RUWROD DQG 2URRQRYXQG LW V WRR FORVH WA kFDQ \R
PLQG"Yy &0OXHV FRQWDLQ FRQQRWDWLRQ\
DUH VXSSRVHG WR MXVW XQGHUVWDQG
RWHQ GRQ W VKDUH HQRXJK RI WKH EDV
DERXW KRZ WKLQJV ZRUN WR GR WKDW

0\ JURXS VHHPV ZHLUG WR FDOO WKH
RQO\ kPLQHY LQ WKH VHQVH WKDW , P W
UXQQLQJ D JDPH VROYHG WKHLU oUVW ¢
ZRUNLQJ RQ WKHLU VHFRQG DQG EHFDX
WKH\ VROYHG WKH oUVW , PDGH GDPQ V
DFWXDO ERG\ WKLV WLPH

7KH\ VSHQW D ORW RI WLPH RQ KZKDW
UHDOO\ GHDG"y $QG LQ %% WKDW V D
,MXVW GLGQ W ZDQW WR GHDO ZLWK LW
P\VWWHU\

Bugbears & Ballyhoo #49 t Gabriel Roark

, YH IJRW FRPPHQWY HDUOLHU LQ WKLV L
LQ WWUSJV |, ZLVK PRUH JURXSV ZRXO0OG
DFNQRZOHGJH DV DQ LVVXH q WKH FRQF
RI WKH GHDG DV SDUW RI UHOLJLRQ %X
VRPHWKLQJ HOVH DUH WKHUH FHPHWHU
PHPRULDOV RU KROLGD\V DUH UHFRJQL]
MXVW D KRUURU RU DQ DERPLQDWLRQ"
""" GRHVQ W DFNQRZOHGJH WKDW VNH
JRPELHY ZUDLWKYV JKRXOV ZLJKWYV JKDV
ROQFHRSDKIDW WKH\ AISHKUWE® XRX NQRZ
RU D SHUVRQ \RX ZHUH VHQW WR 0QG RL

The Phoenix Nest #11 t Michael Cule

, DP 0QGLQJ %% WR EH PXFK HDVLHU WK
, YH UXQ 3DUW RI WKDW PLJKW EH WKH
ZLWK WKHP IRU D FRXSOH RI \HDUV DQG
ZLWK ORZ DFWLRQ KRHKSDEDSODVIW LD QR

$V \RX FDQ VHH WKH\ GRQ W OLORXEVSWYPYEWEH VWUXFWXUH ZRUNV Z|
DOWKRXJK WKHVH DUH FORVHU WKDQ PRGH\IHRRGIKWMB bW HWHU\ RWKHU FDQ
ZRXOGQ W ZRUN WR MXVW WKURZ DV® RYWHKY PWKHDPRRIH LV MXVW SRRI JF
3KRWRVKRS GRFXPHQW DQG OLQH WMKDYG FR® XFM MK PRQHY NHHSV LW D
WKH2)k EXWWRQ IRU WKH UHJLRQ ERUVBERGY PWwHKHUHYK® ¥4 EHHQ .6 V WKDW
EHWWHU WKDQ QRWKLQJ DQG , KDYPQGERWY K HVKWHDHWP WIRVKMXYMZ EDVLFDOO\ YD

VHFWLRQV , GHOQLWHO\ GRQ W KDYHUWHYLE@N LDRBL AR JHRRWEDUN RQOLQH
WKH ZHE RI VWUHHW OLQHYV WKH HWKHU ZLWK WKHLU QHZ VWDVK R

&]E E | [+ ,} RogedBell West An Unlooked For Zine #10 t Lisa Padol

7KH LGHBPURGOHZRRG LV P\WWHULHVSRUWXEIDMWSV zKk®RW RI FRPSDQLHV DUH
GRQ W OLNH P\WVWHULHVy{ PDNHV VRO PMIGIVHH YV XPHIMON RIPDNH YHUN VXUH V
P\WHOI DV VRPHRQH ZKR kGRHVQ W OLMRWEYWHIHL HQ yRXU UHVXPH

KDW FRQYLQFHG PH WR SOD\ %ULQGOHYRRAHYPV BREGAXFIK OXFN ZLWK kDS!
RYHU WKH ODYHQ ORYHV g HDFK QD PHRY FPIRMW B! ARAVEHROWW U MREV E\ SXWWL
79 RU ERRN GHWHFWLYH q DQG UHD®WIKIHQDUNRXY BR@AWQAH MRE VSRWV WKH"
PXFK DOO RI WKHP , KDG WR FKHFNQEGKH ©@pPRE RBLWLQJ WR JHW FDOOHG
VHYHUDO EXW WKHQ VDLG kR®&LNHK BXKHKIRZH YHIKWRY¥ XSGDWHG \RXU UHVXPF
LGHD WKH SURFHVV RI GHGXFWLRQ VERWH®@OJBHA G HNMPVWER"Y HPDLOV
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%ODGHV LQ WKH 'DUN LV WHUULEO\ PHJUWDQUA G IRGRQLYPINQRZ SUREOHPV ZLV
kEDGO\ ZULWWHQY LV WKH ULJKW WHR YHRWLRWYV KDASH WL XUHZKHUH WKH
DV D JDPHERRN 7KH YLEHV GRQ W RRWEK WRIP WKWIS®D\HU GLUHFWO\ WR W
DQG WKH SDUWV \RX QHHG WR SOD\IDWHVWHRNKQ W \ERWKHU PH WKH VDPH ZD
VFDWWHUHG 7KHUH LV QR VROLG F ORHWD URKU+ BHHWN @AKHD LQIR \R X
QHHG WR VWDUW D KHLVW y DQG WKH FPQR/MH GDFRI XURXWKE VSHFLDO HYHQW
GHwWDLOV DUH VFDWWHUHG DOO RY HU JXWG QRW R D@FROW EFID HDKHHZ KBEXUMH \RX JHW
WKH JDSV DUH &RRO 9HUVLRQ vy ZKDWHYHU WKDW LV
W oQH WKDW LW V JRW D ORW RI HRBW\FDHDKRIOGG D GDQFH LQ \RXU OLYL
'XVNYRO LV WKH IUDPHZRUN RI D SONEH Q®WKHU IWKBQ3D\LQJ WRWR WR D F
GHWDLOHG FDPSDLJQ VHWWLQJ %XWRWKIBRHPWH KPYH YRPRIXU URRPPDWH WR
VSHFLoF GHWDLOV DQG WKRVH DUHZWMENIOD G DMXFAHR 8 DKIRMKWP MKWV EH ZHLUG
ERRN DW UDQGRP SRLQWYV VWUDQJHU WR YLVLW WR '- IRU \RXU ZHF
7KH FORFNV DUH YHU\ PXFK QRW ZROOCHEFOBYRQR ETHLUGHU

5<&70 , DJUHH WKHUH DUH WWUSJV Wﬁ(%%lquvwg%%%%ﬁg\ﬁwu -LQJ ZRXOG
RU VLWERP . GR®@GVORGREW, 00 WO PRUHVWULFW LT | 'ZHUH SDILQJ VRF
\RXU ZRUG IRU LW 0\ SRLQW LV WKB%?VVLlfQ'ﬁLi/ﬁHWZE\FJHLﬁ'QGV IRU D IHZ KR
GRJHQ ZHLUG LQGLH JDPHV wkpw DORYGECH ELFJEWVHU D

R

*
S1OUts SRy G Lov00LoDwn P gERl KT HERIC A e SPLS, o192
7753*V VXFN DW WKLV y Q Q

E®WLHYH HYHU\ JDPH DYDLOBEOH WRIRXxEAWRYKDW PDNHV WKH *0 DQ HP

VHDUFK LOQWHUIDFH ODFNV WKH UHVRXORSV \WRMRBRIRSSSPRIPHQW WKDW
R E¥G VWDWH R

WKH QXREH LY, 7TKH QXPEHUV D1
G xBYRY PR P PEBYHSIBKRJ
WRFDYNGW WKHPVHOYHV UHDO
7KRVH FDQ VKLIW IDLUO\ zHOO #owR XRUDK J PES WS (# kBR 2DJIH DW Lw )HC;
WR JHW YHU\ YHU\ IDU IURP WKH U W & G RHQL LQLPXP $V ORQJ DV
VXSSRUW JHQUHV WKDW WKH IRXQGHUUWER QW HRRYHE

'KHQ , KDYH WLPH KDK , zLoo zuLwh % CH UDFWLFH IRU D MRE FD

8QWDPHG %ULQGOHZRRG DGYHQWxUH @LWFﬁDLG IRU E\ WK
i

W
$ ,
DOG $2 ,W OO KDYH VXEVWDQWLDQQY®P kEZUUHQW k*0 ORRT
PRVW RI WKH %ULQGOHZRRG P\VwHUGLIHRW KH LQIR , G ZDQW
VHHP WR EH LQ WKH IRUPDW RI| SD H RSWLRQ RI RIIH
VWXS ZKR GLHG KRZ VXVSHFW EHHQ SOD\LQJ ZKDW
SDDJUDSK HDFK ORFDWLRQV ZLWHK VAWKHEEY VHVVLRQ LV V
FOXHY  YRLG FOXHYV H W H Rl WKHP OHW PH ORRN
. P GHEDWLQJ ZKHWKHU WR LQFORY 1BV KDV UHYLHZV q E

ZRUNHG RUAM )RHHGHG WR NQRz kKRS MAFW WR EDG UHYLHZV |

DJR GLG DOO WKLV KDSSHQ" :KHQ ZI!)J\|7| FI)-HQRQH MXGJIHV WKH\ UH |
GLG WKH\ PRYH WR WKH 86"y DQG VFE“T—'Q%V
PD\EH WKDW V QR W OMLFRGGDIHD UV DJF?Y
/IDQ IXUHQ GLHG \HDUYV ODWHUkH[}\H
VEULWXDO PDUWLDO DUWYV VHFWYV Qm\%%
VHFW LVK \HDUV DJR WKH\ PRYHG IFQL
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K \ FXOWXUH ZDQWYV WR WUHD!
+DYH \RX QRWYWHHX@RHZ D WHKHUDIRWKIULHQGY QRW OLNH SHRSOH SURYLGLQJ
WKH RULJLQDO WKH QHZ /HYHUDJHY BB BIHRS WX RIQHEMWI WHRYUDWLQJV
DUH DPD]JLQJ 7UDFN GRZQ WKH FRUUHMRRWEHYUHRY pUY® VD\ k, OLNHG WK
VHDVRQ WKH\ VKRZHG LW RXW Rl RWEHUPL®GO HP RURELE \ORWWo QLVK WKH
GRHVQ W PXFK PDWWHU EXW VRPH 8UWXH OH WWHIKy GRHIVIDROVXQ GRQ W ZDC
VQDS LQWR SODFH EHWWHU , FDQ W ZDLW IRU WKH QH[W RQH WKH F
UHQW IUHH LQ P\ KHDG IRU WKH QH[W oY
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*0 UHYLHZV GR QRW VD\ kWKH D &0 W k& Ad \bbedws & Avram Grumer
ZHOO DQG WKHQ ERJJHG GRZQ GXUL%‘_]PRYHUOD%OC/S WUD

YHO

DQG GLGQ W SLEN XS DJDLQ XQWLO 24P PRW UWReY Wi G‘*JZ'§?HB SHFQD OLQN
. GRQ W WKLQON WKLV *0 NQRZV KRZ WH APRoéps YWfW LV D IDVFLQDWLQJ VW
WKDW V QRW RQ D JULG P ESVyJudDveROF VYR §753"V - KDYH \HW WR HYHQ I
ZLWK FKDUDFWHU VHWXS EXW KH GFPIWg\NWd&yR(RLFHV IRU
138V RU DQ\WKLQJ OLNH wkpw , FrRxo&§Kwp oYy KwH@E WkRQ LV ZHDN B>
ZH ZHUH WDONLQJ ZLWK ,\D PKER RANRLQ@W AN KG ORVDLEWBMSIM FWWFEK LR SK\VLF
D VHDRMLV[Q#DU V ZRUWK RI JDPHV y HIRMKH#YU WDJ PRVDLF VWULFW

$DDDQG RI FRXUVH WKHUH V QR ZD KQRYD DRRBERQAH. FWy LQ WLWOH RU GHVF
DERRWVLQJ VWIORWW UHYLHZV ZRXOG @QINHOX LWFK LR VHDUEK"T PRVDLE V
UHPRYHG FODLPLQJ GHIDPDWLRQ RU VRPHWKLQJ FORVH WR
LW7KLV JX\ JLYHV PH WKH FUHHsVy Zxidental ®Resall #10otRIashua Kronengold

VWD\ . 7KH *RRG 6RFLHW\ k&ORXG %RDUGLQJ 6F
$QG RI FRXUVH g *0V ZKR JHW D IHZ,RFWARPOY  WKLON , 0JXUHG RXW ZK

QHIDWLYH UHYLHZV FDQ MXVW FORVH, Wik BAFRX W BRE &SWBPHG FDORO 2
D QHZ RQH XQGHU D GLIIHUHQW QD PRy \IRERGHEDY o\ $XxVWHQ DQG DP VKDN'
HQRXJK ORQJ WHUP UHS WR FDUH DER¥M| ) JHLS_‘QHVLgv\]”&LHQJOO ORZ DERXW LW
%HVLGHV WKH\ SOD\ RQ 'LVFRUG RU, WKHK O ptkHEFRWQ RQOLQH 6RPHGE

NHHS LQ WRXFK ZLWK WKHLU UHJXODUV DQG MXMW, VLLWFKS\

WKHP WR WKH QHZ $V PXFK DV , G OLNH WR EHOLHYH k53
VW\OH JDPH y , DP ORXGO\ LQIRUPHG E\
DQG PXOWLSOH RWKHU SHRSOH WKDW Z1
oUVW PHDQV D NLQG RI YLGHR JDPH DQ¢
5<&70 , DOVR 0QG FRPLQJ XS ZIMBK BEWWDBOUXFEZYSKDVR FODULI\ WKH JDPHYV
LI WKH\ KDYH WR OHDG DQ\ZKHUH KW H\@ V%LIQ G GO AHRR G

\RX GRRRPH XS ZLWK EUHDGFUXPEV <HXHKDYGHHROIDAH FURZG RXWQXPEHUV
RI FOXHV OLNH PLOOLRQ VR , JXHVV LW V WKWLU DFUR

x GDWHERRN ZLWK SDJHV WRUQ RX@WLNH LW HLWKHU , ZRQGHU LI WKLV LV |

x HQYHORSH RI UHFHLSWV VRPH QRFENGWEPWHFSHY {OY{EKHQ 2ULVWZDWI
LG EZQwiHY *OLWFK LV IDU WRR FDUW

x DQVZHULQJ PDFKLQH PHVVDJH HQ
VEUHDP SHRSOH SKRWRJUDSK\ , GR QRW KDYH W
x IRUELGGHQ ORYH DIIDLU VFHQHV LQ FOD\ , KDYH SOD\HG ERWK &
x XOXVXDO VKRSSLOJ OLVW 2GG *LDQWYV WKH\ DUH UH FUHDWLRQV F
x EURNHQ NOLIH 6R/(OHYHQ 7KH\ KDYH PDQ\ Rl WKH VDP
DV WKH RULJLQDG* CDIQMKR KDK/ VZLWFKH

1R GHWDLOV <RX HLWKHU GHFLG\-P\W@WBDD\\/\N WRH PR By EW vV QRW VW XF
WKH SOD\HUV GLVFRYHU WKH FOXH E\RW(Ro%%_L%R/NVgBQF&B y PXW WKH VFU
X

VFKHGXOH ERRN ZLWK VHYHUDO sDJYRV$? ZKDW ARX FDQ JHW

Quasipseudoludognostication #11 t Patrick
Riley

WKHUH DUH YHU\ IHZ SHF

\

L

7KH\ GHFLGH ZKR WKH PDLQ VXVSHEW ¥ b VHE \QKRW WKH EXVWOLQJ

KRZ WKH\ LOWHUSUHW WKH FoxHv WRHU ¥ Y'ﬁ(QfW%%'% U WKH FURZGV OLQ
§ i

KDYH WR PDNH WKH SLHFHV SRLQW \\/V%Hﬁl{ﬂ N \J;‘s r OE;PDGKJLRGZHL\JN E\L(JHV
+XPDQV DUH $BMVQHURU HDWXUH YV I \6§ [ Q Q
W

k¥

L
LQWHUHVWLQJ WR UXQ WKH VDPH pxya® 2 Wkt@k¥ ¢ SBRHG IDFH RITV RU C
P NG PRGREERQ LQ kVWDQGLE
v SOH UDUHO\ IDFH\

e
WR VHH KRZ WKH\ SXW GLIIHUHQW S?
HYHU KDG WR GLY

PD\EH 0QG D GLIIHUHQW DQVZHU ’

Q.
Z
<

N A
z Io
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2QH RI RXU PDYHQV LV SDUWLFXOORPGo@haracteHCré&atibn Challenge
DQG GRHV VRPH kFOLﬂ?lE\LLQ:JDUERmLGj%IWM)/
DQG PLJKW PDQDJH D FKDVH VFHQH

JRU RXU VHFRQG P\VWHU\ LW V YHN\VUKEBSQNO S/ ¢QVWKKDU , MRLQHG D
ODYHQV DUH QHDUE\ ZKHQ WKH ERGQRWRLYFRY¥KHUHMHDYRLW UXQV XQWLO W
LW PRUH UHDVRQDEOH WKDW HYHU\RQWHWKHEMRNHW JX\WY PRV "
VXVSHFW

, OO0 KDYH WR ZULWH XS WKH GH

PDIEH QHI IV JRW EXVL WKLV FI>_R(SPD\ WKDWjV FKDUDFWHUV XVH DQ\
GLGQ W KDYH WLPH Q ¢ ) Q

5H 1HRSHAWGQ W HYHQ WKLQN WK FRWr G NHPFO \RXU FKDUDFWHUV LQ |
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DFWXDOO\ SOD\HG PDNH D G G FKDUDFW
Traveller PBEM: Plankwell, Ch 56 t DQG PDNH WKHP DW OHYHO ORW OHYHO
Vassilakos, Collinson, and Rader PH[LELOLW\ LQ KRZ \RX ZDQW WR HQJDJF
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