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Cowman Baloney Face

T HE N EVERENDING SAca #9

The Ass is Strong with This One
by Matt Stevens
8 Hillside Avenue, Goldens Bridge, NY 10526
kent.allard.jr@gmail.com
artby Me and David C. Sullivan I

The next three IgTheme’s don't inspire much from me, so | may @
start a semi-regular feature, “Weird Mechanic of the Month Club
t [oo e J/v3Z u vYu XXX

Three Theses on Fantasy Races

The IgTheme
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cies you've played, NPCed, or simply read about, and which, if 3
} Cl}u % Ee<}v o00C ] vY(C A]JSZM_

| %0 C Zpu veX ~“}u Yu » 8Z C[E Juu}ESs
}Z}o] Zpu veU }E u]v] SUE Zpu ve A]SZ
§Z C[E Zpu ve A]JS8Z (pviC E-U }E
MPoC Z TrE&] P+ v § ol }us Z}IVIE o0}8X ~“}u Yu » 8Z C E]vl
0}} U ¢Z}}S 0 ¢« E* }usS }(SZ]E C U }E&E GC E}uv ]Jv SZ JE pnv
humans, in one way or another.

dE}p o ]+ A }v[]8Z A VC P}}UE o A}Eo0o o035 Ev YA -3} Zuu

0]Y «X &8 <8 A Z A v]uoeU v AZ]Jo *}u v]uoe E A EC -u
evolved beyond “Koko want banana banana banana.” Thoughts less inane than those are, for now,
hidden from us.

Tolkien and Race
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See vou later, folks!
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RI 5XVAD-QJNRQ %KHW LV ROGH
ERRN PDSSLQJ WKH FLW\ LQ .R

7KH ILUVW GD\ Rl WUDYHO -FUR
6KDQNLOO ZKR WUDYHO XSVWwU
WUDGH LURQPRQJHU\ ZLWK JU
LQ WKH MXQJOH IRU DVVLVWDGQ

I

2'XQ 'XQ 'XQQQQQQ

36R QRW VR GXQ GXQ GXQQQ %XW WKH ZR
4 2VKDOOD VROXWLRQ WR WKHDSORE® WP
O\FDQWKURSHV WR NLOO KIMVR [
WKH FXUH ZDV ZRUVH WKDQ WKH GLVHDVH
FRXUVH KH-V DOVR D VHQWLHQW FOD\ VW[

HAMD @LAK H V KDY WQR WH RY HDXIFE W K E
QLMK RBOQOPKPDLQ@ 5HBPRUR IDUPV
&RDUDW EBW K MREZ\ HQRXJK SUHPL
Q( WEIR Q DLW QRIR WHKCH ZKUXUKU IWFIOHD HW L
W R BIL RQY LFR/DRIGW K R DB RREX W RIDQIGU P
SPRRBEODVRURWKZAK KR WZK RURKMVKHW QR H
RPQL IV VG HKDXLBAGIXKBI@ GBI B Q GROQHHJ R Q
HRI WKHFUDEV NLOOHG ,SVVWHDG
VI W WWWMRﬁW i) PR
DV ZHOO DV JUXQW
K WkikIn PN R O D
RS\
\H

‘D)

H WK H
VD Hiklx fth @) D K DIy OARA Y
DY Q¥ ORW DU TURP

QPRDZQRQTW

RI"'WKH 6DQJNRQ %KHW VW\OH &RC
HRW HV R B G D(NORER QL § 5\YDK WWK KLY W U O
BB QJWHIRP WKH ROG PDQ-V SLOY
FRPB ERMWMHRW KMHRRORKRIN ' RALL WDFRAAVD
@V PHK D RIGOX O R0 W HPIWIIRQ\H W R W
HHR X VW K €@ VR FLISH FRRWBODQWDLQ M
FARKOHA WAUKKLFQANH @& FD @ KOH. 2 LEDQ) DAGLETHAH U
ORQJHU R%S)\ WR GLVFRYHU

FEkH RWHK Agv{/LQS\ Py @QWMB&E\'/*
P b yNGYLQI RQ WKH VDIHW\ RITHQW

R B by MK B )95 QY B \GRF RWHIL B VK
NS O %@gﬁY%QGéﬁmg\L kLo
ng%v% kAL QWR WKH GBUNQHVV +
SV RS (Y 5 R (O RE p @ HD U

IRU WKH WHPSOHYV PDLQ FKDPEHU
H WKHBIN RIVWKKRJIMJ LD \ ZE DVHN KB Q GO H U
HRIWWH ERD W KDHQFIKRGHI VI KHE AHL U H
URQBK W ISR IALRQ W.R RQUR W W DWNK MAK H
JAMKDOW KDYH GULHG UHDG IODNHYV §

D¥ R G DIORKQRSW L @ KBEXOM DMRIW KH V $

RD Q\A< W K B WO N RISHO X1 J W HAD Q@ HRGK DVFRE H
V DR DWHKHHG FAKLHOQ XX PRG BDYEVQJ W
WIORPDEBD HS BRGQ RIS W K HH @HH\SHHEQ WW
| VIORUW/SEHIRBW KX DQRPUW KWHIEO W D U
H[SORWDQY WW HZ B X PDLON i @ L WMU\L Q J

UNLOIOMG SEHPRODRXQRGGDWHHWK SH

UDOJHVK WV GD\V D7D\
I?O RQ GHVFHQGYV WKURXJK WKH

¥ \UHH\D S DM R JZ MWK 1 BFSFOR UM DOV R L ¢
HWR IFURFP B IGHR 2/ HOPMGHEILHG ERYHK VWP
HHQ WNLH §I-MB REKP BN SIEHIMIGY BX W |
FMR QH WLIOWD KSD B MHVSNQ 8 JW (PREE\Y KD

5$QLQODQG VLWHV KXPDQ DEDQGRQHG ZKHQ W
XYBHGDORYE € HE DXVIF W KWK KXRDQ JRG RI WKH GH
oz MBIV WRCEIX #R B . KHOG (OGRQ:-V SOD\HU EDF
VWARGAB. WKEXWOMIRXW KH V LQ IRRWEDOO GXULQ

d-QGWHH-P/X YDP bh EQWMLPU o D WR $RIFFO RHIRG 03 12D Q
W%KD\/\/Wﬁ‘é AW HXNEWELRH DR MQF@XWQ@XBM%%& GX

DW DW WKH\ DUH JLDQW EDJV RI KR RQH
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6WDWLQJ X S6SHG U WINKH PNYHELD O

,Q WKH ODQG RI "WKHU
WKH WKQ RREOWRKLQ H ls
ORUUHWJIXH RI 5HJUHM
WKH 6SLGHKRBRBRQ . D
DQG UHVHDUFK DVVLVV
JRYHUWRHOLVW +DUU\
HQHPLHV Rl KLV FRXQV
\RXQJ« WKH ILUVW L PClae
ZKLWH KWMWLQJ VKRW N
EDFN LQ ,Q DQ\ HYHQW
IOXLG IRUPXOD LQ +DU
KHUVHOI ZHE VKRRWLC
FULPH LQ D UHG3O0XWD XV
PLVXQGHUVWRRG DQG
DV PXFK DV E\ FULPLQDOV

<RX FDQ VHH ZK\ ODUYHO GHFL

6SLGHU 4XHHQ LV SUHWW\ EDG
QR IXFNV OHIW WR JLYH EXW Z|L
OHYHOV RI EDGDVV WKIXWVDGEX
EDGDVV 6KH:-V DOVR PXFK IXQQ
WKURXJK WKMW®ROHK N EHWRZLWK
2-%9HO0O0 WKH SROLFH GHWHFW
LQ ZKLFK LV ULJKW RXW RI D U

6R KRZ GR ZH EXLOGNVKWWXQSUL
'KLOHOODLQV DARVOOTYWHMO
HDUO\ %URQ]H $JH ODUYHO LV
2U DQ\ VRUW Rl HQWDQJOH DW
EXW LQ &KDPBHEBRN R XDV QMWDK
SRZHU" :HLUG :H DUH OHIW V
FORVH LV ,FH 3RZHUV ZKHUH
\RX ZLWK FOLQJHBRQ FWKH) AR M
SK\WLFV HQJLQH ZKHUH 'LVLQ
3RZHUV DFFXUDF\ D , XM GR

2U ZH FRXOG UHDFK LQWR WR

OLJKW\ 39RWHFWRWVILYHV XV
7KH FKDUDEFWHU FDRSSHWYR MHE
JOXH HQHUJ\ VWUDQGV HW
*UDSQHO UHTXLUHV D UROO
D 6QDUH DWWDFN LPPRELOL
WKHLU OLPEV IUHH XQOHVV
*UDSQHO OLQHV ODVW IRU

GHVWUR\HG RU POGXDSQHOM| =
EH XVHG DV VZLQJ OLQHV 7K||#
WKHLU *UDSQHO WR D VWXUG|fid

76SLGHU 4XHHQ ZDV FUHDWHG E\ f(OVD /L
DQG $UWXUR &D]HQHXYH IRU 7KH (DJOH

UHJDUGOHVV RI ZKDW O0DUYHO PLJKW FOD
PDNH KHU D ZDUWLPH SUR 1D]L DQWLFRPP
NLQG RI KRUVHEUD S D VAW KH. & 0DHULY R O L\ [DCS §

6LQFH 03 LV D SRLQ
UHVW RI WKW UX
UKHOSIXO EXW ZH
QDPH % XW KRZ
KDQGOH PHFKDQL

IXQ9 9 PRGHO
UHPOLUWDSQHOV
EUHDN SRLQWYV
99 LV 6WUXFW
5DWLQJ GDPDJH
\RX PXVW H[FHH

v GDPDJH LW LI \

NGDPDJH LW \RX G
FXELF IRRW SHU
RlI WBKkHDQG DWW H
WRUHDN LW ZLWK

J \RXUVHOBSR Q6O UG HE
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$ QHZ SUREOHP LQ VWDWWLQJ| XBK5HU H HWAMD/EDEHVHLDRWRBW DOO RI
WKHVH ILW 6SLGHU 4XHHQ ZHQO: kKEXXW RKRXH - RIDNKHBBEWIDPH VKRIJRLQH |
| ZH ZHUH VWLOO XVLQJ &KDU|LYWDERBMHMRAWHHUNLIB®WG JDQJVWHU
&KDULVPD LV D KXJH GHWULP H QR ZRUAK B NIXGWE b J EDOW KEL W K W R
RXU UXOHV FKDQJHV LQ "RW/ HDHERAVW KD SIDWHWDYDO OYVWHU SURE
VKH FDQ VWLOO KDYH D SRZHUIXRRJHEXHVOWILRED U W PLEQHW HRND W W Il RS
ERQXVHV DQG PDNH FRQWDFW\V FOlHWKH EHR KUY WKO Y LMP IR BX W1 WK
OHWV TXLFNO\ PRGLI\ WKH SUH MRXKMGHHF H 12 DA IR VDR WiKHH \S OO bH UQ
DQG *0 GHILQH KRZ LW ZRUNV RXW_ DWKR BA BBVN HBXNW PXHWKH ‘& Vw
YHU\ OHDVW WKH LQLWLDO LQW HARFONE RQOARGAHOH P RYHPD WHULRUPU®
TKRVWLOH EXWWDR R RILWE&HQW DAWORQDOWRXQHE ZKRVBUHQ -W SDUW R|l V
WKHVH UXOHV ZH FDQ-W UXOH |+ WH@&KPKHMAPURK®H RI ODVW UHVRUW
%DVHG RQ KHU 2B PNH/E GooD == Eam OLC MxXVW UHLUHDIRBEODU O
S KD U LAMED, WDNHV KH |EVENNG, ZKHUH 6SLGHU ODQEADV VX
KXPDO PD[LPXP WRR LIENTLEMEN., 2UGHU &KDRV WR VWRS 7K
WKH VSOLW IURP "FRWK WUDVKHG WKH $YHQJH
UROO JRHV WR DQRW VMU HWWLQJ ZKDW , VDLG W
VKH 'DVKLQJ &KD  $J ,-P JODG WR VHH WKDW QR)
&KD , WD WRXJK FD PHW ZLWK XQLYHUNBWK DG PO
%XW OHW IVVKREELW K & , PLJKW KDYH EHHQ WXUQ|HC
$ILZLWK  IRU EHL 0\OHV FRPPHQWHG RQ KHU ¢
DQG KHU D F F XRID\EENER DNLQ WR TEBHLQHWEKBPW WKF
WRNE® ([SHBGEWY H R YRS QHHGV 0DJQBWE WK GWR/ -\ Y
DQG WHKHDVW DJLOH HpxFK D /,7 /ILPLWHG E\ P\ | P
DQG KHU ZRXOG EH BH v QRXU 7ROHUDQFH 9R:
D VPDUW UHVHDUFKH! WG HF®PSUHVVHG VWRU\WH|OC
WKW~ ORYKIRY QBDVH UHUHDG -DP HW6\8RBPQ®RQ -
UDWH LV 1 DQG ZKL reNIBKH xs LQ GLvIXvw ZKHQ
FDQ VSULQW DW VXSt ' ¥BBWHU PDGH D VWRU\ DG Y]
FDQ DOZD\V JHW D OR HEJVESI%YHR,LWJRWWHQ ZRUVH YL
)DWLJXH LV ~ WR FDC JV DOG
UROOLQJ ZLWK DWWD PRV MIBNHVDLG VKH PG LGRY-MF JU
WKH WLPH WR HYDGH VKH:V G D PEHXELM GK DRAGKIME KL IVQ DIP\G DIQBOWK D \
JRRG DW UHGXFLQJ GDPDJH ZKH®DWIKHW \DQ\ UK DO DY Y DEM RORG WEH
) NLGV VD\ ,-G ZRUNHG RXWVOWLHD] K
%XW KRZ GR ARX SOD\ LW WR JHW LQYHQWLQJ SRLQWV IRU 0DJ
6KH LV DEVROXWHO\ D FKDUDFWHH YRS VS QP WV WRHW XQUDHY LBKHEXW W
D ZLGRZ EXW DV 6SLGHU 4XHHQ AWV PR Gl Bv RHLDUWVRDEG 75 W F
ZLWK KHU WDUJHWV WUXVWLQU WKIDIW WQPHNMKKH b WVoMNSHPRK AtitsiH &
XS WKHADDWKQHDW H IRUJHW [WKRME WKE MX BHKWHW BIWQPB OO\ FRUUHF
LKHDRFWONHU\ FRGHG HVSHFLDPO\ LQ WKH JROGHQ DJH DQG
6SLGHU 4XHHQ LV RQH RI WKR|VHRF&H R WIHSVDXKHW W L @ H§ wRUKEHYHUV
HQHPLHV XS VRUWV RI FKDUDRWHRINHWKB@RLPEEH SRHOOMV KEONYLQJ
DV ZHOO ZLWK D WHDP 2 PRUH|VFRYMKDRIYREHRNXEH@HDEP KW DJILFI
L@Q RYHUODSSLQJ VROR KHUR JOFH QWHA@ BRLRYWYV IRU UHOLDEOH
6SHOOV $ VR 0PDEADBDDEH/ WK H \
7KH ELJJHVW LVVXH LV VKH FRPP XQHWHD O EY HBNY| WD T8 REN TR F K
LQ WKPMREBID RI KHURLFV VR L| WWRPUHP RV HPIEWRD/URLWKBQG RSSRUWXQ!
SDUW\ ZDQW WR KDYH FODVVLF VXSHUV NQRFN RXWV 6SLGHU
4XHHQ DV D IHOORZ 3& PLIKW EHPWWWYN@ACFEW LQ ORRRNVVR VXUFL
10 1RW MXVW KHU JDPV , ILQG KHU OHJLW |FRIDZEPZQEIRMOW RO WYKDW WEBLQYWRULHY SDVW
WKH XVXDO SLQ XS JLUO ILJXUH
'"HQL]JHQV RI WHKIH /LE[UL




&RPPHQWY RQ ( $

3DQKRFD GV 6LOYD 0 POMAL @
DV DODBDWI WKH V HR@WDFIOWKH

S5RIJHU %HO&K XH\WBHGVIRWD 1R
ORQROLWKLF &DWK R O/LKAH. P P H
5RWDHQG WKDW ZDV P\ WDNH DZ
WKHQ WKDW JRG ZDV UHDO MX
5(<&7 &ODUN % 7LPPLQV RQ E
DEVRUE RU DV P\ I[ULHQG .DUH
IRU DQ\ RI \RXU HSLF FUDS 5
PDJDJLQHV , ORRN EDFN RQ W
QRWDOJLD DQ LQWHUHVW L{
IDVFLQDWLRQVZEWW PRIV BL W
PXFK QHHGV W R i®H VOLHDWMHEG H
, UHFHQWO\ U H U[HDGN W ¥ P\ V
EULQJV WR PLQG WKH WKLQJV
WR EHUWWXH V JDPLQJ WKDW M
RWRQROLWKLF RU GRFXPHQWH
( $HUV EHLQJ RXWOLHUV , ZD\
DERXW KRZ PXFK RULJLQDO FF
WRJHWKHU VPDOOHU SLHFHV R
RSSRVHG WR ZKDW , UHDG KHD
IHHOV ZHLUG 21 FRXUVH EDFN
XS HYHU\WKLQJ DQG ZRUH R
VW\OH DWW (W&H-WUYRHFHRQ 3HUIHF
ZKDW , YH VHHQ ZRUNV LQ WK
WKH QH[W SRVW SODQ FRPSOL
QH[W PLVVLRQ ZKHUH WKHUH
KRXUV Rl GHDG VHVVLRQ WLPH
SODQ DW WKH HQG RI WKH VH
H[SHULHQFHG IRU WKLV ZDV D
, *HUPDQV LQ D ]JHSSHOLQ UH
ODSOH :KLWH /DQG IRU XVH LQ
3URIHVVRU &KDOOHQJHU KLV
WR WKH FDYHV WKH\ ZHUH XVL
WKEX RXW DQG IOHZ DzZD\ IUR
PLQXWHV VWLOO RQ WKH FORF
DSRORJL]JHG WR WKH *0 IRU EH
HJJ KDWFKHG :H ZHUH IDFHG D
GLQRVDXU LQ WKH VFDIIROGL(
JRU WKH UHFRUG ILJKWLQJ D
IXQ 7KH *0 VDLG KH KDG DQRV
Ll ZH UHDFKHG WHYRDQEWLRQ JI
, XVH fJUDQXODULW\- fSUHV
ZH YH GLVFXVN@®&B®E UROOV |
XVHG IDLOV WLPH LQXQS$BIR&T
WRBHHPHJ DQ® LW LV JUHDW )
WR PLQG WK H &HUHHDEK W@ MDKUHD )
UHFUXLWHG VHYHUDO EDUEDU
DZD\ D GHFDGHQW FLW\ LV .2G
WR D EODQG UHSRUW WKDW L(
DQG ZHUH ZLSHG RXW E\ D IHZ
SLNHPHQ $W VFDOH /DZIXO EH}

N1

ODUN $ :LO?WRO® QRZ
$PHULFDQ $VWURQDXW
RMRQRWWR
JUHBWY 5HGWKQLOOHG WR OHDUQ
LPSODQW ZDV VXFFHVVIXO

H) 9LWD
PR@@M—LD.(ENQ%I@EDGR\ DQG ZHOFRPH
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FEW HRQDRYHM X R V@ H U H W © HaWd eV IGH
2PW R W /W6 B YWKRL ¥ OV IH IDY BIWE (

P.R AKKOH HAR F XARQ WK iR oSYHY BHRAWL Q
V VLKV HOH W VWMKSHEPR v M S HWIRHW YD YdHH
SX®P Hp GE HIFNW Be HBY KIHUXRWZ O < H WHR R
FRYOH BLRIWG LERPHP KWRP I WY PTRKRIQ L
W K U\ ¥ Wb oZBm AV H RROWWHGL
WHIREWERBEHIAQ I W EKHR WEDW FUHHVE R X
QJobW RVWER VDI 6V QHERIWKKUH B P W K
PWHH 60OPRVEBBDRHALWRU FLWLHV DFU
N IDQ GHIR YW b 8K IHID -8 RWKKH KRB E: ElH
I DWKIDQIN KL R U DWPI KO Q@ WHKBIGY RQ
UDPY BRIRXY WRHED SRLB2 WM WRDRFORQ

RI R OXEKEAURIHQRGDLWIPDRHN DV Z
EDE\ W UH[ ZLWK D NQLIH LV QRW

V K Y LPE0 € DVELRD AN D WHRIR H V

D PEHJ R B 1§ WXx\E B PR QFER QQ&WERFARDNRJ & D
X BXWIVREG RREFRIPYEHRM B EHO HGWW R
H DLW DWW R @ QG PDNH VSOLW VHFHRC
/-UIMX S DR ZHU D Q G DWIFIRVWF : P E H H
R U PHR LBW B B @B kv REYIHIWH YV WKDW %D W
DW&RYIKNWMMDYPPHGLDWHO\ IORZ WR|D
LDQVIF‘U[R;Q«/O EWKNY EO0HBXWR WKHMNH U
RSB EQH zEX \N\)WLKBMHZBQ@\V ZRUN EH
D KKV F[D‘Eg let HWW HHHOD QAKB WIWBHR H
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3DWULFNUBL@HARU *3 UDQW §PPRORQ ¥RSHIK (WKW WSDIAF LWHP |OF
GRQ W GR WK®WGMNWOM DV XY H| UMHHFRKHYIFGLY ZRQGHUIXO DW OHDNMW
LV D VIQHFGRFKH IRU KRZ HIIHFWLYH WKH GHOYH ZDV. _ W V. D

RIPN-Q D
U

VDQGER[ JDPH DZNZDUG WUDFNPBY HEH

DZDWRANVDZDUGLQJ H[SHULHQFH VRO HFHHEDN,
ZKLFK LV WR[LF WR LQWHUDF
EHVW V\V28BRDI@EER[ SOD\ 5(
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VLIQLILFDQW LQ 8W*6 EDVLFREPK &L

6R WKV@EXW , ZLOO WDNH DQRWXK @Hsmv_@y\g
yJ

P
5H:K\ QRW VD\ FDQ-W FDQ W QW @ HOSRQAV HY JH
%HFDXVH LQ % ; RQO\ VZRIGG

GDPDJH VZRUGV DUH LFRQLF QW HD 13 Rk YWHBM W&y WRY G |
JLIKWHUV 1 ROKIH KWHES ZLW K EJX(WHR/D@VWP\ZHOH(EMS%(O [LIH LV FKH

MXVW RU ZK\ FEDQ W WKLYV RWKHYFODYY N p KDY SR IR ERQB G Q)
"' GHVLJQ )25(9(5 IRU P\ RZQ RRQVHQ UDZ

WXUQLQJ IRXU OHYHO VNHOHWRQVDRUWWXWWHYEGODRPEWR RUH[S
DOO OHYHO SROWHUJHLVWYV |[XRHURHYDPIHRZ IRP FX\WHDRMXW ZKBIWKD G| S
RWKHU PHDQLQJ SRXVEHBHQRHRLIRIR @ XSFHWWPDQ :RQGHU :RPDQ RU| 6
RI IDLWK *RRG SRLQW , 00 HGLAMIWRQWR I BREBPINV+HURHY DQG LW

WKH FRPLFV JR DKHDG DQG ®VN -RV
&ODUN 7LP®M&\@N\LW"V\/BUWG I%WORVV RQ KRZ WR UHVSRQG
D GHVLJQ LQIOXMIOQWPR PZDQRUHGLIKWH UV

5RIXHV ODJLF 8VHUV DQG LQ WXRNKXXRV SIRNDHORREE UL KNQ/ WP H
6FKRODU ORQNYV HITHFWV PDNH LW D WRVV XS WR EHL

UH <&7 ODUN :LOVRQ :L]DUGV EHLQJ
OLFKDHO BBODAMEIB GRQ W KDYH MWMBIPEREVDBYFV IRU ZL]IDUGV LV [XC

WKHUH LV D [VWDPG\ SEDS IRERXW |LFHUY 0\ VRO XW L\RQ WIR LN
ODJLFLDQ ZDVHBKWW PH EHLQJ| D %P DWW B abpiRY) 7110 LW H R®HK
ORWKHU +XEEDUG V GLYLQDWLRQRWKBY &M RoH@BHBU@ADRHR KB

IORRG WKH SROLFH OLQHV ZLWK WL 1S HEEHEY UL BHY SOR M
RQO\ VKH FDQ PDNH VSLULWYV IlURK MK, Y DY S B Vs PIQE M B:IRFRUEH v/
SUHPRQLWLRQV FRPH ZKHQ VRHNLR@GB®YVORKYBIOKRAZRUBRZ SDUW RI RX

/LVD 3D%(R&®7 3DWULFN =RAK Ly A
0L O OLR Q DBWL W HW RELPY HYUERMNORNY
PExVHIKY BQyokRW :LDVX\S)%RXOG

Q
UXOHV IRU EHWZHHQ H DQG H FEH
! %&WWRH K SSH'@)J(Xqu OO0\ WKR>
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FRXOG MXVW VSHQG KHUR SHRL
OQRW VWHDO WKH P GLDPRQG |D BENRDFY DVRRERE GLBSRFAH Q W O

IO
IRU SUHYHQWLQJ D FULPH %ULEHRRPRQWY , ZDQW 6FXOSW (OHPHQ
LOWHUSUHW LW YHU\ EURDGEH IR

SWWURQIHUNKVVLRQ , YHU\ PWF&K SSHBWIHAL DWW/ XPH \RX PHDQ| &
WKHLU SURIHVVLRQDOLVP ILQ|G &DKHJ HREN KWDLY MHWYXHKIH FRDIH U IGRDADL DY L
WKH HJJ :DLW KRZ PDQ\ DVVLWRHIQWVDKFBY -DRIEKDYILYHDQRWKHU
$PEURV" +RZ ZLGH LV DQ\WKLQIWKKHWIYVBHNIMHW<QNAEKHU +RZHYHU
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WR JHW WKH HGJH VR LI &O
$ V VDYH GRHVQ W FKDQJH EX
FDQ JR RIl &KDULVPDWLF &OH
ZKHQ LW FRQFHUQV JRGV GHP
VHUYLWRUV WKDW ZDV LQ QR
IRU FDOOLQJ LW RXW 0\ PHQMW
FOHULFV DUH WKH H[RUFLVWYV
SULHVWYV DQG HYDQJHOLVWYV

LV WKH EUHDNGRZQ <HV \RX
IRRWQRWH LV FRUUHEW 0DUL
QXPEHU WR WKH PLGGOH ZKLQ
RU VXEWUDFW DW DQ\ SRLQW
<RXU H[SODQDWLRQ IRU ZK\W
ZRUN ZLWK FOHULFV DV RSSR
WKHP LV TXLWH FOHYHU ,W |
8W*6 EXW LW V HPLQHQWO\ V
DGYDQWDJH RQ WKLV LV B
GHVLJQ DQG WERYNIMYVRPNKH JR
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Name

Age 38

ST 10 HP 10
DX 14 will 14
1Q 14 Per 14
HT 13 FP 13

Lisa Cheepowjanesu

Player John Redden

Encumbrance None -+ 4 Move - 7 Dodge - 10  Totem-Sleek Fox

Attributes

Sense of Duty

Bad Temper

Curious

Delusions

Greed

Impulsiveness

Over Confident

Poor Monetary Transactions
Fear of Parties

~6000 Credits Wealth
Writes short Stories
Is pregnant, likely with twins
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Skills

Piloting 18

Astrogation 16

Xenology 15

Xeobiology, Biology 14
Zero-G 13

Gunner 15

Ships Systems Computer15
Anthropology 14
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Vac Suit 13
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Overlord's Annals

Attronarch, The Exalted Overlord of Uncontested Vastlands

Volume 5

Issue 7

In this issue

July 2026

Overlord's Annals is a monthly
zine in which | share session reports
from games | either run or have par-
ticipated in.

Sometimes | also share our house
rules and other re ections too. Art
is primarily from players—see attribu-
tions for details.

In this issue | share three session re-
ports from the Conquering the Bar-
barian Altanis Dungeons & Dragons
campaign.

Adventurers head into the deep jun-
gle. Unprepared.

Conquering the Barbarian
Altanis Campaign

I'm running a weekly online old-
school D&D game focused on under-
world and wilderness adventures in
the Wilderlands of High Fantasy Bar-
barian Altanis—a hostile land lled
with ancient riches and antediluvian
evils.

You can learn more about our cam-
paign at: https://attronarch.com
/wilderlands

Beginners and experienced players
welcome alike. Write to me at
attronarch@mailbox.org  if you'd
like to join.

Attributions
Text copyright © Attronarch, 2026.

Typeset in BIpX with Charter, a print-
friendly typeface.
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Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 114

Adventurers

Ajar of the Plan , dwarf level 2 Unbe-
lievably strong and dexterous dwarf.

Ambros, cleric level 5 Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Balarus, ghter level 1. An ex-
woodsman, quite a crackshot with his
bow.

Beorg the Gravedigger, ghter level
3. Inspired to adventure after burying
several adventurers.

Gomm, thief level 5 Swarthy, good
looking, dark-skinned thief. Sweet
opium-like aroma is his fragrance of
choice.

Ignaeus, elf level 2 A slightly weath-
ered looking elf with dull blonde hair
and chiselled features. Seeks wealth
and knowledge.

Tarkus the Promising , cleric level 4
Follower of Bachontoi, God of Red
Wisdom.

Zhoron Trisrie , elf level 2 Always
frowning and morose; sporting thick
handlebar moustache down to his
chest and a black top knot.

Thistleburn 15th—19th

A week of feasting, partying, and ne-
gotiating in Ketche!

Upon the return of our merry band of

adventurers, Beklomda Mor, Altanian
chieftain ruling the village, threw a

feast in their honour. It was a hum-
ble gesture of gratitude for slaying the
troll that had slain some of Ketche's
inhabitants.

The feast was sh-heavy, with local
fruits and vegetables from the Eye-
stone jungle. Games of strength and
dexterity were held: pulling rope in-
dividually and in teams, shing with
throwing daggers, naked wrestling in
knee-deep water, and jumping over
boats.

“As long as you stay here” Beklomda
roared in front of her warriors “you
shall have food to eat and soil to sleep
on!” Lithe, muscular, and ferocious,
Beklomda had all the characteristics
of a typical Altanian woman. Her long
black hair was tied into a single braid
with dagger at the end. Few could
stand a sustained gaze into her brown-
green eyes. After all, she earned her
post by slaying all other pretenders.

Ketche Livery and Transport, an aban-
doned and run down house with at-

tached barn, was another gift. It is

no fancy townhouse like the one they
own in Hara, but it has a roof and

straw.

Following the feast each adventurer
found something to do...With vary
levels of success.

Beorg the Gravedigger volunteered to
tend to the village plot, chatting with
the local gravedigger, giving him pro-
fessional tips while inquiring about
any rumours of interest. That's how
he learned about old graveyard sitting
atop small hill three hundred yards
into the jungle. It was in fact several
centuries old, hailing to the days of
Great Empire of Kelnore. Altanians
don't bury their dead—they let them
feed the soil, or they burn them, or
they eat them.

Tarkus the Promising attempted to
preach about wisdom of Bachontoi
the God of Red Wisdom. He was met
with ridicule. “Are we not red enough?

Perhaps you should worship us!”

Ignaeus spent time with Aaron, a half-
elf etcher. He ended up buying a
quiver of arrows, after inspecting each
personally.

Balarus loitered by the mill and
Church of the Ever-Shining Sun, hop-
ing to run into the local druid whom
visits Ketche from time to time. He
ran into Ernsorn Blue on the fourth
day. Supposed druid was a youthful
man with little possessions but loin-

cloth, a haversack, and an iron neck-
lace with inset egg-sized dark green
gem. Failing to make a good rst im-

pression, Balarus was rewarded with
ominous advice ‘Jungle knows how to

take care of your ilk.”

Ajar offered a helping hand to Jeffar,
the priestess tending to the Temple
of the Ever-Shining Sun. She wel-
comed his help as long as he didn't
bore her with his adventuring stories.
Although she gave Ajar the cold shoul-
der treatment most of the time, she
did mention that “old mausoleum”

at graveyard ought to be checked as
well.

Zhoron made use of the temple as
well. First he asked Jeffar to bless
him. After she said no, he decided
to stay in the temple anyway. He
prostrated himself in prayer for eight
hours straight and then attempted to
communicate with the spirits within
Oathkeeper, a massive slab of sharp-
ened steel no one dared to wield ever
since young Harker died.

Elf took up a lotus position, sweat
pouring from his topknot after many

hours of bowing, entering a state of
deep focus. In the candle light he
drew the blade named Oathkeeper,
his eyes swimming along its steel in
fascination. He stilled his mind and

asked the spirits within a single ques-
tion.

“Whom must | slay?”

Sun poured through all stone ori ces,
blinding Zhoron. Surrounded by to-
tal whiteout he sat alone. Before him
silhouettes of three warriors clad in
full suite armour stand. They threw
no shadows.

A cacophony of voices boomed:
“We see you!”

The middle gure transformed, a gi-
ant warhorse appearing beneath it. It
charged Zhoron, roaring “Know Evil
when you see it!”
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It did not trample him; in fact it felt
as if it entered his body.

The left gure ied up in the air and
transformed into a ferocious dragon
of pure light. It dove into elf, whilst
a deep voice echoed “Protect others
from Evil!”

The right gure stood in silence as

huge bird threw shadow over every-
thing. The paladin turned to Zhoron

and whispered “Consume no Evil.”

As darkness engulfed him, Zhoron
found himself sitting in the temple
as he was. The sword emitted a low
hum as he grasped it. Further, it felt
almost weightless, surprising for such
a large two handed sword.

Zhoron cleaned the sword in silence.
Then he said, loudly “I shall known

Evil when | see it. | shall ensure Evil
harms no-one so long as | can aid
them. | shall never commit or con-
sume Evil.”

He sheathed Oathkeeper. Then he ap-
proached Jeffar and told her of his
vision and asked to be baptised and
renamed as a warrior of Law.

Jeffar promptly kicked him out of her
temple.

“Booo!” Zhoron muttered to himself,
too full of religious zeal to feel bad
about it. “Too bad | am an elf, | should
have been a paladin!” he thought to
himself.

Ambros spent time contemplating his
remaining geas. He was to help Jeffar,
and Jeffar asked him to kill Greylock,
a vicious gnoll terrorising inhabitants

of the Eyestone jungle. But he knew
not where the beast laired, nor how to

secure resources needed to nditin a
jungle he knew nothing about. Hence
he approached Beklomda Mor, asking
for help.

Ketche's chieftain felt generous and of-
fered Nem, her best tracker. In return,
once he helped Ambros nd what he
was looking for, the cleric would re-
main in Ketche for three months, pro-
viding divine services. And if Nem
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dies, then Ambros would take his
place in Ketche.

“Clearly, Ambros is no longer wanted
by the gods in this path!” he lamented
in exasperation.

Failing to negotiate a better deal, Am-
bros politely refused the deal and con-
tinued contemplating further action.

But Ambros was not the only one con-
templating and scheming. No, no.
There was Gomm, too, weaving his
own web of ambitions. Following the
feast, he requested audience with Bek-
lomda Mor, which he was immedi-
ately granted.

“My lady, | bring a gift. Finest tigers
eye from the belly of the highest At-
lanian mountain. Seven men died
to procure it from an idol of a jade
dragon that breathed lava. Or so I'm
told. It was their nesttreasure. And |
took it from them. And now, it makes
its way into its new home.” Gomm
said with a pleasant, silky voice, as
he swept his cloak, fell down on one
knee, and produced the gem.

Then he continued, charming as ever
“You see | am a cunning thief and ex-
pert burgler. My name be spake as
far aeld as Antil. Now | wish you
to name a thing to be stolen. Some-
thing you desire. And | shall name my
price.”

“You talk fast and your words are
as sweet as honey, Gomm! Do you
dare steal the cloak of terrible witch
Ah'sas?!” Beklomda replied. As she
asked, the warriors around her gig-
gled. They stopped after she booted
one straight in the head.

“The cloak is as good as yours. It shall
adorn your shoulders in no time at all.
Now, let us discuss my my fee, should
| succeed.” Gomm took a long draw
on his pipe and blown out a cloud of
fragrant smoke. He smiled with nal-
ity. “After you claim the prize, | shall
claim my own. You shall become my
bride, and all those who follow you
shall thenceforth, also follow me.”
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Audible gasps could be heard.
Beklomda smirked.

Her elongated muscles exed as she
lunged off the ground towards the
thief.

She moved on all four, like a panther.

In a blink of an eye she cut through
the cloud of smoke and was now face
to face with Gomm.

She gazed into his eyes without blink-
ing.

Gomm felt like he was at the open sea,
oating.

“You amuse me burglar. You will bring
me Ah'sas cloak and wand. Then we
will throw you a feast and give you to
the prettiest girl in our little village.”

As she broke eye contact, Gomm felt
like he was pulled into the water,
drowning.

That sensation continued until one of
his fellow adventurers shook him to
answer.

But Gomm couldn't think clearly any-
more.

He will do what Beklomda wants.
That's all he could think about.

He will do it.

Thistleburn 20th, Spiritday

“I am delighted that you've changed
your mind, Ambros! Nem shall be at
your service—just say when you are
ready to leave!”

Ambros conceded to Beklomda. He
decided to put the greater good ahead
of himself. After all, once his geas is
done what is to keep him in Ketche?
Some band of barbaric Altanians?
Now that is a preposterous thought.

In a sudden turn of events, Gomm per-
suaded everyone to focus on Ah'sas
the Witch, instead. Surely she would
know where this gnoll was!
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It didn't take adventurers long to
learn that Anit, another witch who
was actually the sister of the rst
witch, lives just a mile north.

Four or so hours later the party had

found a small cottage surrounded by
exotic herbs and plants. It was a sim-
ple lean-to, almost indistinguishable

from surrounding foliage. Tarkus, Am-

bros, and Ignaeus were the chosen
three to approach the woman work-

ing in the garden. Other brave souls
hid between the trees and prepared
their bows.

After a surprisingly pleasant exchange,
the trio had learned that it has been a

while since Anit had seen Ah'sas. The
latter had left Ketche several years ago
and hasn't been seen since.

“My sister got a bit odd and started
keeping some questionable company.
But she is not a bad person! She is
just a bit lonely. .. Could you please
take this to her?”

Unable to resist Tarkus's charm, Anit
divulged that they had a favourite

spot in the jungle—a secluded area
where the river emerges from and
ows through the jungle. She also

asked the cleric to take a basket of
herbs and colourful potions to her sis-
ter.

“And do no harm to her! Promise!”

“We won't do anyone harm who
doesn't do harm to us.”

“Well, she might harm you because
look at you! She might confuse you
for danger!”

“Wise people know that we won't hurt

them. And your sister sounds wise!”
Tarkus pounded. Equipped with this
new information, the party headed

north, deeper into the jungle.

Harvestime 6th, Airday
“Look! Up, between the trees!”

Gomm's voice could be barely heard
from starvation sounds coming from
adventurers' bellies. It's been six days
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of trudging through green hell. Hav-
ing brought enough rations to eat for
one day, the adventurers thought they
could forage with great ease.

On the rst day Beorg was surprised
by spitting cobra. He had snake for
dinner while others split rations. On
the second day they failed to nd any
food whatsoever. Many went hungry.
On the third day they failed at forag-
ing once again. On the fourth day two
stumbled upon three great bushes of
nuts, suf cient to feed everyone. They
found the river on the same day. On
fth day only one adventurer found
food, but at least it was enough to
feed half of the party. By now every-
body wast starving, but no one was
dying. Yet.

Following the great jungle river up-
stream led them to a copse of abso-
lutely massive trees. This hardwood
jungle was dense in general, but what
stood before them was almost a wall
of trees.

River burst out from the bottom of the
largest tree. Some forty feet in the air,
a platform with nice wooden cottage,

was suspended between three trees.

Smoke was coming out of chimney.

“Listen, here is the plan. We wait for
the night to fall. You will cast Silence
on me, and you will cast Bless on me.
Then | will cover my lantern, climb
the tree, sneak into the cottage, steal
the cloak and wand, and we are out
of here!”

Everybody marvelled at Gomm's plan.
No one objected.

Come night, and Gomm put his plan
in motion. First he snuck up to the
tree east from the hut. Then he slowly
scaled them, lantern hanging from
his belt. He made sure to climb on
the side opposite the hut, and always
tried to remain within shadows of sur-
rounding trees. That was not so dif -
cult given it was night and jungle had
thick canopy, letting little moonlight
through.
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Once he was above the hut, he took
a good look. The suspended platform
was quite large, measuring some sev-
enty by fty feet. Cottage itself took

a little but under half of that surface.
East wall was baked clay, warm to the
touch. Chimney was on that side, and
smoke was still slowly rolling out of it.
Rest of the hut were wooden planks;
thick and warm to the touch.

Landing like a cat on the east side of
the platform, our thief snuck up to
the clay wall. Then he prowled north,
took out his little mirror and checked
around the corner. Tall opening at the
end of sight suggested doors. Moving
south and repeating suggested south
wall had two windows.

At this moment Gomm caught sound—
loud, deep snoring sound. Wonder-
ing how clerical silence exactly works,
he snuck up to the rst window. By

now he had completely covered his
lantern so he worked purely with min-

imal moonlight and his tactile senses.

The window opening was covered
with hanging blankets on the inside.
The sill was full of owerpots, mak-

ing it impossible to climb on without

rst clearing them or making noise.
Gomm carefully pulled the curtain to

the side, revealing a back of hulking
gure going up and down.

Next, Gomm grabbed the upper frame
of the window, pulled himself up, then
extended both legs sideways, jam-
ming himself in place. Then he freed
his hands, and pulled the curtain wide
open. Sweat running down his face,
he observed the insides.

Dying embers in the replace illumi-

nated bear-skin carpet, a cauldron,
part of straw mattress and hulk sleep-
ing on it, and a proper, framed bed

with decorated blankets on the north

side. The bed was empty.

Gomm jumped over the sleeping
beauty, and landed softly. Keen as
always, he sensed immediate danger.
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Glancing to his left, a monstrous ogre
charged him, hands spread wide open.
Master thief pulled a small pouch

from his belt, jumped towards the

charging beastman, and waved his left
hand, opening the palm just before

the monster's face.

Ogre took a deep inhale of powder
that Gomm sprayed him with. He
began heaving, then he grabbed his
neck, panicking. Then he fell to his
knees, and then to his face; dead;
chocked.

Alas, Gomm did not have time to cele-
brate, nor to complete his mission. As
ogre died before him, so did Gomm
feel all his muscles tense unnaturally.
Next thing he knew, he couldn't move

at all. He could still feel everything,

but he couldn't move a muscle if his
life depended on it!

He watched as hooded gure ran up
to dead ogre, threw itself on it, and
wept. Then it jumped up, hood falling
off her head, revealing gorgeous facial
features. Long locks of auburn hair
framed her perfect face; her emerald
green eyes captivating as most pre-
cious jewels; her locked jaw signalling
utter contempt and rage.

The woman walked up to Gomm and
slapped him. Three times. Then
she walked to the sleeping beauty,
slapped her awake, and commanded
her to squeeze Gomm. Thief could not
scream, for he could not move. But
he could suffer in silence, and so he
did.

Realising what is at play, woman sat
at her bed and waited.

By the time Silence and magical paral-
ysis had worn off, Gomm had been
properly hog-tied. He couldn't move

his arms, not even an inch! Stand-
ing upright, he faced the woman's

gaze. As soon as he felt he could
move his lips and tongue, he spoke
in monotonous voice:
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“l must steal cloak and wand from
Ah'sas the Terrible Witch. | must do
that for Beklomda Mor.”

The woman gasped, and covered her
mouth with both hands. She stood up,
revealing she had nothing but hooded
blue cloak on her, poorly concealing
her luscious gure. Then she walked
up to Gomm and caressed his face,
speaking softly:

“Oh, you poor soul. Another victim

of that greedy bitch! Men, it is al-
ways men! You were not charmed,
nor were you cursed. Itis all in your

head. Altanian women easily get into
mens' head. Snap out of it!”

Her soft voice slowly progressed to-
wards more aggressive tone, culminat-
ing with a slap. Gomm, unchanged,
repeated his lines.

“l see that you are a foreigner. Did
you not know Altanian women have
psionic gifts? Oh, you poor soul. And
now my Gronk is dead. But do not
worry, Ah'sas the Magnanimous will
heal you. With a little bit of Cronk's
help, of course.”

She motioned to Cronk to grab
Gomm's head. Then the monster
squeezed the thief's jaw wide open
as Ah'sas poured vile tasting liquid
down his throat. Gomm almost vom-
ited, but his mouth were welded shut

by ogre's strong grip.

“Thinking clearly now? Thinking with
the right head?”

“I must steal cloak and wand from
Ah'sas the Terrible Witch. | must do
that for Beklomda Mor.”

“Give him another hug.”
‘AAAAAAAAAAAaaaaaaaaal”

This time Gomm's suffering was audi-
ble. All his friends could hear it.

Thinking quickly on his feet, Gomm
continued pretending and speaking in
monotonous voice. He explained that
he was here with a band of adventur-
ers, but they didn't know what he is

up to. He lied to them so he could nd

Ah'sas and steal her cloak and wand.

5
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“Friends! Invite them over!”

Cronk took Gomm out, and hanged
him over the platform. Ah'sas pulled
the curtains and looked through the
window. Gomm politely invited his
friends up—there are a set of wide lad-
ders just on the north side—stating he
was being nicely cared after this nice
witch.

Hungry and slightly bemused, adven-
turers came up to the hut, one by one.
Ah'sas was completely delighted. She
ordered Cronk to hang Gomm upside-
down from the platform while she put
re to the stew. Then Cronk the Oger
set up a nice round table outside, with
candelabra. He put on a tattered silk
apron and acted as a clumsy server
until Ah'sas ordered him to do some-
thing else.

Adventurers gorged themselves on
fresh fruits and vegetables, nuts, and
warm stew. Everyone but Gomm, of
course. He could hear the conver-
sation above. Ah'sas was absolutely
enthralled to have such ne visitors.
Strong! Wise! Educated! After all, it
is so dif cult to nd such good com-
pany in a jungle infested by Altanian
barbarian, cannibal elves, and dim-
witted monsters like ogres and trolls.

“Oh, Tarkus” the witch moaned “it's
been so long since | had a conversa-
tion with someone so wise. Tell me
more!” Indeed, Ah'sas took a special
liking to the cleric of Red Wisdom. He
tried to keep the conversation profes-
sional, but romantic candle-lit atmo-
sphere did not work in his favour.

Feast and pleasant conversation
owed well until sunrise. In those
hours the adventurers had learned
that Ah'sas knows a lot about the jun-
gle and surrounding region, is very
pleasant and lonely, and that she is
probably very, very powerful. After
all, she lives alone at the heart of Eye-
stone jungle.

The question is, will they be willing to
pay the price of knowledge?
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Adventurers

Ambros, cleric level 5 Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Gomm, thief level 5 Swarthy, good
looking, dark-skinned thief. Sweet
opium-like aroma is his fragrance of
choice.

Ighaeus, elf level 2 A slightly weath-
ered looking elf with dull blonde hair
and chiselled features. Seeks wealth
and knowledge.

Nesterin Sylpetor, elf level 2 An avid
lover woods and jungles.

Zhoron Trisrie , elf level 2 Always
frowning and morose; sporting thick
handlebar moustache down to his
chest and a black top knot.

Harvestime 12th, Waterday

“I will sneak around and climb on top
of the rubble. Bakaru will come with
me. Once we are above the guard you
can approach him and see how he re-
sponds. In case he is hostile, we will
jump him from above.”

Gomm presented a plan, and once
again had everyone agree with him.
Zhoron, Ambros, Ignaeus, and newly
found Nesterin, all had enough of

entertaining tireless witch Ah'sas, so
Gomm found them a task that would

give them an excuse to leave.

“Well, you could get me a necklace
made of shadow. Here, I'll draw you a
map to the place where you can nd
one.” the witch explained.

“How do | pick up a necklace made of
shadow?” Gomm inquired.

“With your hands.” the witch retorted,
annoyed.

Adventurers heeded her advice to
make a dugout and paddle downriver,
instead of marching through the thick
jungle. And so they found the de-
scribed sunken fort.

More a collection of stone rubble de-
stroyed by overgrowth, and consumed
by soft soil.

Double iron gates were the only visi-
ble entry point. An armoured guard
marched left and right in front. His
moves were stiff and repetitive. Mo-
ments before the party had arrived,
they spotted the doors opening, a
group of gures entering, and then
the doors closing. It was dif cult to
make out exact numbers due to lim-
ited visibility from all the trees and
foliage.

The plan was executed perfectly.
The guard remained unaware of the
thieves' presences while others hailed
it. The moment it spotted approach-
ing Nesterin, the guard raised its
greatsword and charged the elf.

Proving most unresponsive, the guard
had been met with violence and dis-
patched in mere two rounds of melee.
Zhoron delivered the killing blow with
his massive Oathkeeper. As he cut
through the plate mail, black ooze
splattered all over other adventurers.
The armour collapsed to the ground,
empty.

No bones; nothing but coating of
slimy, inky black ooze.

Inspecting the large iron doors hadn't
revealed any traps, nor raised any
other suspicions. Four adventures had
to join forces in order to pull them
open. Nesterin readied himself at
what he had believed to be the safe
distance.

Three puffer- sh-like, barely airborne,
bloated bat-abominations ew out
into the sun, and approached the elf.
Their pathetic ight and low mobility
was amusing. It didn't help that they
couldn't hit Nesterin at all.

Alas, it stopped being funny after one
of the adventurers cut right through
one of the bloated monsters and was
rewarded by aming liquid spraying

himself and others. Luckily, remain-
ing two did not explode, having been
killed with less pointy sides of the
weapon.

Moving forth, the party entered a mas-
sive antechamber, sixty feet wide and
seventy feet deep. Six girthy stone
columns, three on each side, held the
chamber in place. The middle column
on the left had several holes around
the circumference, all by the bottom
rim.

A grotesque horned devil protruded
out of the north wall, vile smelling

liquid leaking from its ori ces down

into the fountain beneath it. Oh, how
bad it smelled. Oh, how ammabile it
smelled too.

There were two doors leading out of
this chamber, both at the north wall.
One was in the northwest, and one
in the northeast corner. Adventurers
choose the latter.

Smashing it open revealed a long cor-
ridor to the right. Two doors were vis-
ible, both on the left wall; one thirty
feet down, second another fty feet
down.

Listening at the rst doors revealed
sounds of clashing metal. Adventures
set up the marching order and Zhoron
forced the doors open, surprising two
armoured gures ghting each other
in the sand pit. One was armed with
mace and shield, while the other had
long sword and shield.

Zhoron stepped forth, knelt down,
and held Oathkeeper in his hand.

“Paladins of the Sword! Protect me
from evil and constructs!”

His fellows attacked two plated g-
ures with missile weapons. Mostly
missing. Plated guards stopped ght-
ing each other and stumbled towards
the doors blocked by Zhoron.
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Mace wielding one missed his swing.
On the other hand, the sword wield-

ing one loped off Zhoron's head with

a single swing.

Shocked, the party held the bottle-
neck whilst trying out everything at
their disposal.

Holy water?
Didn't work.
Hold person?
Didn't work.

Wrestle the plated guards and stab
them to death?

That worked!

After having plundered Zhoron's be-
headed the corpse, the party searched
the room. Besides the sandpit in
the middle, there were weapon racks
hanging from the walls. Most of the
weapons were rusted and barely us-
able. Gomm found a secret cache of
jewellery hiding behind a loose stone
at the rim of sandpit.
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Next obstacle were the doors in the
north-east corner. Six attempts to
force them open. All failed. Then

a helpful trio of plated guards opened

the doors and charged into the cham-
ber swinging their greatswords.

Three rounds of mad wrestling and
the guards were no more but slimy
ooze stains on adventurers' clothes.

Moving on, next chamber looked like
dinning quarters. Long oak table,
anked by benches, dominated the
center. The table was set for dinner,
with three table cloths on which two
plates rested. Although nice, they
were made from baked clay, making
them worthless. Utensils were rusted
steel, hence equally worthless. Am-
bros and Gomm inspected the tables.
When Gomm ipped one of the tables,
the whole room ashed with bright
light, making everyone blind for half
an hour.

Once everyone could see again, the
party resumed exploration. Opening
east doors led them down a short cor-
ridor, which opened up in an open
chamber reeking of military oil. Ad-
venturers closed the doors and opted
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to go through north-west doors in-
stead. This time they forced them
open on the rst try, surprising two
plated guards in their cots.

Bakaru killed one in his sleep, while
Gomm wrestled the other one, allow-
ing others to execute it. After ransack-
ing the room they found a tarnished
metal key in one of the rotten pillows.

Opening the south-west doors re-
vealed a smaller chamber full
of discarded armour pieces—
hauberks, pauldrons, gauntlets, chain
shirts. .. Scrap armour piled as high
as human's thigh!

Spending half an hour to rummage
through crap, Bakaru found a pristine
left-hand mailed st. Unwilling to try

it on, despite Gomm's repeated assur-
ance, young thief passed it to one of
the elves.

“The runes on it say “Iron Claw” in
hobgoblin.”

So far they have found only oozes.
No sign of shadow necklace yet. Will
Gomm be able to deliver? Or will he
stumble once more?

Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 116

Adventurers

Ambros, cleric level 5 Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Gomm, thief level 5 Swarthy, good
looking, dark-skinned thief. Sweet
opium-like aroma is his fragrance of
choice.

Happy, haling level 3. Short, very
happy looking hal ing. Hair covers
his eyes and he is nothing but smiles.

Hedwig Hogwarts, elf level 3 An al-
ways alert owl masquerading as an
elf.

Ighaeus, elf level 2 A slightly weath-
ered looking elf with dull blonde hair
and chiselled features. Seeks wealth
and knowledge.

Mayonnaise, elf level 1 Albino elf
with long white eyelashes, owing
white hair, magni cent white cape,
and long two-handed sword.

Nesterin Sylpetor, elf level 2 An avid
lover woods and jungles.

Harvestime 12th, Waterday

“Oh, hello there!”

Mayonnaise and Happy greeted
Gomm and friends in the long corri-
dor. Apparently they went for a walk

around Hara and ended up lost here,
in this sunken fort, deep in Eyestone
jungle. No questions asked—atfter all,
reinforcements are always welcome.

Following the corridor, the party
opted to check second doors on their
left.

Bursting in they surprised the plated
guard sitting on a crate. Using their
tried and true tactic of wrestle and
execute, they quickly dispatched an-
other ooze lled suit of armour.

Wooden crates were lled with adven-
turing equipment—ropes, lanterns,
torches, iron pitons, sacks, so on and
so forth. Ambros found a locked metal
plate hidden under one of the crates.

Key they retrieved from one of the
plated guards t perfectly in the pad-
lock, revealing large sack with 1 800
gold pieces and ve gems.
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Adventurers agreed to repackage the
coins into three sacks for easier carry,
and then locked them back in so they
can explore the dungeon unencum-
bered. Gems were stowed away in
pockets.

Corridor ended with a T-shaped junc-
tion. Straight ahead were doors with
chilly fog rolling underneath. Flame
smelling chamber was to the left, and
an open, dark chamber to the right.
Cold doors were left alone, and dark

chamber was chosen as safest option.

Spacious, vault domed chamber
spanned some fty feet wide and sixty
feet deep, with nearly forty feet tall
ceiling at the highest point. Half of
the chamber was a pool of dark wa-
ter. On the west wall were two doors,
one in the dry portion, and one above
the pool. At the far south end of the
chamber another door stood, and a
small platform in front of them.

While Gomm scaled the west wall in
order to reach the doors hanging over
the pool, and Ambros and Ignaeus
trying to measure the depth of wa-
ter, Happy said “hold my beer” and
jumped right in. At least Mayonnaise
tied a rope around hal ing's torso be-
fore the dive.

Splashing all around, Happy found
himself in neck-deep chilly water. The
ground was soft, which was unex-
pected since everything so far had
been solid ag-stone. Undeterred, he
waddled towards the south platform.

Ambros, Ignaeus, and Mayonnaise
witnessed a towering black mass
erupting from the water, completely
engul ng Happy. Mayo pulled on the
rope, and Ambros rushed to help. The
mass shook and pulsated, jerking both
with ease. Ambros let go off rope in
time. Alas, Mayo was pulled under-
water, screaming.

His last oxygen bubbles dramatically
popped on the the water surface; un-
til they were no more, and dark red
liquid lled the pool.
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Bakaru dropped the safety rope
around Gomm and ed for his life.
Nesterin chased the young thief-in-
training. Ambros and Ignaeus re-
treated backwards to the junction,
holding torch so Gomm can return.

Master Thief Gomm pushed himself
from the closed doors, building up mo-

mentum to break them open with a

strong kick. He tumbled into a dark

chamber dominated by a bubbling

stone cauldron. A pile of cleaned

bones were in the south-east corner.
Two immobile plated guards stood by

the west wall. Black ooze caked the
cauldron. Gomm got out, scaled the
wall, spider-crawled along the ceiling,

and rejoined the party.

“Oh, hello there!” Hedwig Hogwarts

hailed the adventurers. He too went
for a walk after Mayonnaise and
Happy, and somehow ended up lost
here.

A loud splash could be heard, fol-
lowed by silence.

“Well, it seems like the creature is not
following us. We don't know what
triggered it...”

“Should we go back to the antecham-
ber and explore west doors? Or see
what is beyond the oily chamber?”

Latter was the consensus.

Traversing the chamber covered with
broken oil vials took some time. Ad-
venturers made sure to douse their
light sources before crossing it. No-
body got hurt in the process.

Another t-shaped junction, this time
splitting left and forward. Up ahead

were double doors, and sunlight
shone through the cracks. Pulling the
doors wide open blinded everyone for
few seconds.

Once they could see again a surpris-
ing sight greeted them: an open court-
yard with a four story tower. Child-
size wall made of rocks bisected the
courtyard, and eight naked, hairy,
midget humanoids cowering behind
them.
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Nesterin hailed them in Hobgoblin

and Ogre, which made the creatures
shake and shiver even more. Gomm
and Bakaru begun sneaking around
the courtyard, intended on jumping

over the wall and striking from be-

hind.

Hairy midgets tightened ranks in front
of the only clear passage between the
rocks, holding their little spears shak-
ily. Nesterin continued going through
the languages he knows, being ig-
nored until he tried—Elven!

One of the creatures replied in bro-
ken elven, demanding adventurers to
immediately leave.

“There will be no cutting throats!”
somebody coughed loudly in Com-
mon, making sure the thieves hear
them.

Conversation between Nesterin and
Tili, the only hairy humanoid that
dared to speak, was going too slow
for Hedwig so he cast Charm Person
on the small creature.

This resulted in total pandemonium

as other seven hairy naked midgets
begun screaming, crying, and running
all over the courtyard.

“Would you like to meet Sor'Ves the
Magni cent? She is magni cent! |
would like to take you to her!” Tili
offered. Sor'Ves, of course, waited in
the tower.

Everyone but Gomm followed little
hairy man. The thief opted to scale
the tower from outside instead.

Going through the door revealed noth-
ing but a round chamber lled with
rubble and debris. Second and third
oor were no better. Sun was pen-
etrating through cracks and window
sills, illuminating the insides.

Exiting through the nal trapdoor was
guite an experience. Ambros came out
rst, and what a sight greeted him! A
large blue dragon, her scales shimmer-
ing in the Altanian sun, face to face
with Gomm poking over the crenela-
tions. She was sprawled over thou-
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sands of coins, belly sideways; razor-
sharp fangs adorned her smile; her
yellow eyes focused on the thief.

“Your Magni cence, | bring visitors
whom came to pay respects!” Tili an-
nounced loudly.

“Oh, how wonderful!” Sor'Ves puffed.
“So, what did you bring me?”

Gomm jumped over, and produced six
arrows, supposedly of Giantslaying va-
riety.

“Little thief, and what will happen if |
cast Detect Magic? Will they glow?”

Gomm quickly found an excuse that
amused the dragon suf ciently.

Then Sor'Ves called out each adven-
turer, one by one, asking them for a
gift. Hedwig offered a gold and sil-
ver urn; Ambros a silver bracelet from
one of the dead guards; Nesterin, Ig-
naeus, and Bakaru a gem recovered
from the storage room.

Gomm tried to steal from Sor'Ves mag-
ni cent treasure hoard while others
were adding to it.

“In broad daylight? My, how brave.
Why don't you stand here—yes right
here, in front of me—for a moment?
Others should step aside.”

The thief excused himself and jumped
over the edge, climbing down rapidly.

Volume 5 Issue 7

“What are you doing here? We are
looking for a necklace made out of
shadows? Do you know where we
could nd it?” other adventurers be-

gun rapid re questioning like they

were interrogating a lusty barmaid,
not a blue dragon towering over
them.

“My, my, so curious! That will require
appropriate tribute!”

Since the party discussed what magi-
cal items they could give that were

useless to them right in front of

Sor'Ves she cheerfully chirped “Yes, I'll
take them all, thank you for asking.

Just put them over there, yes, that's
the spot!”

In return they learned about stealer
of shadows that lairs just through the
northern exit from the courtyard. “If
you go there you will probably all die
a horrible death.” She also divulged
the fact that a shadow demon sits on
an onyx throne. He also grants wishes,
but unlike her, he has very unreason-
able expectations regarding tributes.

There were also mentions of a
younger green dragon, Larentis, that
had recently arrived in woods just
north-west of here. Somebody, best
left unnamed, proposed a match-
making service in return for addi-
tional help from Sor'Ves. She liked
the idea but adventures got cold feet.

In next issue
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“Little humies, you are boring me with
your constant chitter chatter. It is time
to reward my patience once again.
Have | not deserved it?”

Those that had no shiny treasure to of-
fer were left with nothing but clothes.
They had to empty their pockets, doff
their armours, leave their weapons,
and yes, all magical items.

“How nice. Now go, leave me be. |
have to get my beauty sleep in case
that green boy ies over again.”

As a nal gift she vomited out a wa-
ter elemental that will follow Am-
bros around and do his bidding. Tili
pushed the adventurers down and out
of the tower. Then he hugged Hedwig
and thanked the party for stopping by.

“You are always welcome here!
Sor'Ves likes shiny gifts!”

The party sulked back to the chambers
of plated guards and took whatever
armour, arms, and gear they could.
Then they left the sunken fort and
rowed back to Ah'sas the Terrible.

Gomm grovelled at the feet of the
witch, mainly using dragon's presence
as an excuse for failing to return with
a shadow necklace.

“We will brew a poison! Even a sin-
gle drop, down the dragon's ear whilst
she sleeps, will suf ce!” And then they
cackled.

Will the third time be the charm for
Gomm?

Charmed by gold; charmed by lust; charmed by the witch.
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BUILDING MY LEGACY: The Last Two
of the Six Gods of Aegis The City

THE CRONE

adulthood and never even pass through the Cult
of the Son.

He favours the young, whether his relatives or
not and aids them in any way he can. He favours
the old, whether male or female and those who
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This is the goddess of the older woman, who is
either past years of motherhood or who never
took that path.

She is the keeper of secrets and the knower of
what should not be known. She is the guide of
the dead souls on to their destiny. She is the
patron of midwives and thus she also governs
the ushering of souls into the world.

She is the patron of sorcerers, which is defined
as those who use magic as a technology or cratft.
She favours those who show respect, those who
preserve knowledge from the past and those who
keep confidences.

She dislikes those who do not respect those who
have lived long, those who destroy knowledge or
release it carelessly.

APPROPRIATE RELIGIOUS DISADVANTAGES
Curious.

Code of Honour (Professional) (Followers of

The Crone keep the secrets they learn.)

Sense of Duty: The City.

THE UNCLE
Oh what a trickster | am! | even trick myself!

Uncle is the god of older men, mostly those who
have never started a family for whatever reason.
Some men pass directly into his cult on reaching

in society for whatever reason. He protects the
vagabond and the deviant though notmally
the criminal.

v [He is the god who goes out from the City and

seeks new immigrants. He is the god who sends
out Heroes to find and collect the desperate.

He is the Trickster figure of the religion, the
patron of wizards defined as magicians who also
know when not to use magic.

He despises those who victimize the young and
the helpless and feels contempt for those who
are afraid of change and the unknown.
APPROPRIATE RELIGIOUS DISADVANTAGES
Curious

Pacifism (Reluctant Killer)

Sense of Duty: The City.

Trickster

Xenophilia.

7+( :$< 2) 7+( :25/"

, TP RIl WR 6WDEFRQ IRU WKH ODVW
-XO\ , IHHO OLNH , VKRXOG IO\ D IO
VFKRODUVKLS RU VRPHWKLQJ

CUNNING PLANS AND OVER-
REACHING AMBITIONS

Games continue as normal whatever that may
be. Ifn reading STONEKEEP, an interested if
long winded PbTA variant which | may have
finished by the time either of the current
campaigns wraps. | am however suffering from
bursts of Old Geezer Shouting At The Clouds



because the author puts the wdike
inappropriately into the dialogue of the GM in
the worked examples. This is unfitting to the
dignity of the GM$ task to say the very least.

GLAMOUR DAYS AND NIGHTS
Player Characters:

Alan as ESHAN, a Seven Mothers worshipping
Nobleman with a lot of social skills

Graham as VOSTOR a worshipper of the Lunar
war god Yanafal Tarnils with a dark secret.

Drak as JARATHIR another YT initiate with a
Big Sword.

Martin as SANDENE, a (female) scout/sniper.
Also worships YT.

Pum as KEANUS another heavy infantryman
who worships Humakt

Non Player Characters In this Episode

VISHI: A High Llama rider and a slave in
Vostor's family since he was five. The Wise

COUNT JULAN: A former Lunar Coder and
now commander of a Bodyguard Regiment.
Insufferably noble

AN IMPERIAL TAX INSPECTOR On a jolly
out of the office.

Various Bureaucrats, Soldiers, Penitents on their
knees, Elephants and other Riff Raff.

ILLUMINATES, PENITENTS,
SORCERERS, ELEPHANTS AND A
REHEARSAL

Jarathir was off to the Temple of the Red
Goddess DRAK: Very flash, I'm guessing GM:
Very imposingjo return the Enlightening Book
he had been reading to their library and have a
word with the Chief Examiner of the cult.

The Temple depicted in its structure and
decoration the stages of the Goddess'
progression through the Otherworld and back in
the Mundane World and her rise into
Godesshood.

As Jarathir walked along the streets, he noticed
that his perceptions were a little strange. People

6HUYDQW WR 9RVWRUTYV %R P E Dall seenfred © belnediodg masks. Behind some of

THE EXAMINER OF THE CULT OF THE
RED GODDESS An llluminate

SENATOR FALERIUS AGGARIUS Their
landlord and Patron.

NOSE RING: A totally reformed criminal.

THE CHIEF CLERK AT THE MINISTRY OF
WAR Already bought.

A SUPERCILIOUS PERSON IN ROBES
Probably a sorcerer.

MASTER DEDRICK: A slightly strange master
sorcerer. Known aghe Smellyf

108 10 25. It was recorded by Pum who had
remembered to bring his recorder along
when the GM had forgotten his.

the masks the people appeared to be machines:
he could almost hear the cogs grinding inside
their heads. Occasionally, there were people who
shone with the light of the Sun or the Moon.
(Sometimes the moonglow was Red, sometimes
Blue.) He had, he recalled, passed the
Enlightenment checks on Insight [Human],
Mineral Lore and Celestial Lore.

When he got to the Temple of the Red Goddess
and it looked as it should. There was no
disturbing undertone to anyone. The
receptionist, having been shown the 'If found
please return to' note in the back of the book,
blinked and asked him to come with her.

They stepped into an office and the effect of
people wearing masks came back again. They



were wearing masks that seemed to say 'Clerk’
or 'Scholar'. 'Bureaucrat’ or 'Priest'.

None of those glowed with an inner light but
when they stepped into an inner office there
waited a person with no mask but with the mark
of the Goddess on his forehead and an inner red
light behind his eyes which Jarathir recognised
as similar to the one he had seen in the
llluminated gentleman who lived on the next
floor up.

EXAMINER: Ah, come in! Excellent young
comrade, young colleague, come in! This is
something you read?

JARATHIR: Yes, umm yes. | didn't
understand all of it. There are some bits which |
feel | may have to revisit to connect in other
ways.
EXAMINER:
that...
JARATHIR: No?

EXAMINER: Sit you down, tell me which bits
you did understand.

I'm not sure | can recommend

They talked through the details and when that
was finished the Examiner rose and went to an
nearby wall where there were shelf after shelf of
books and scrolls and took down a scroll and
rolled it out to a particular section.

EXAMINER: That is an unusual combination.
That book reveals things in different ways to
different people. When somebody reads that
book and immediately thereafter awakens their
Seventh Self, then things they read immediately
before...
JARATHIR:
world?
EXAMINER: Flavour their illumination. So
tell me where you found this.

Influence how they perceive the

Jarathir took a moment to think about the
numerous things he had told not tell pefaad
decided there was no intersection between those
and the tale of the hunting down of the spider
thing.

2THE Plain People of E&A: Your players complain
about the long lists of things they are not supposed
to tell people no matter what the campaign. ME: You

EXAMINER: Ah, that's what happened. There
is a section (in the book) on the Elder Races.
From the way you describe the person who read
it before you, | would say they followed the Path
of Arachne Solara and imbued the spirit of the
Sun Spider and that may have overcome their
original nature.

JARATHIR: Oh. | sort of assumed that they
were a spider-thing...

EXAMINER: No, I think not. I think they
pursued a very high path and regretted it.
JARATHIR: They didn't seem deeply
regretful.

EXAMINER: They were seeking the centre of
the path of Enlightenment. Perhaps to seek
release from what was happening to them. |
don't know.

JARATHIR: A spider seeks the centre of a

web.

EXAMINER:

I'm not enlightened in that way.

There was a long conversation (some of it lost to
the sound of crisp packets and side
conversations which | will summarise:

X
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VD\LQJ KH KDG VWRUWHG RQ W
(QOLJKWHQPHQW DQG FRXOG U
IXUWKHU LQVWUXFWLRQ DQG H
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EWS$IDLG ODWHU
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mean Drak does. THE PPoOE&A: He's the spokesman
for their discontent.
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JARATHIR: I'm not? Are you saying that's
what keeps most people loyal to their gods?
EXAMINER: Yeah. You believe that you are
loyal to your principles without being punished?
JARATHIR Because it's the right thing to do?

either tomorrow or the day after. We have only a
limited amount of time. We need a diy
rehearsal. Tomorrow would be better but we
may be forced into the day after.

Somebody brought up the Mouse Guards
("Mouseketeers?") for the front of the Elephants’

X -DUDWKLU ZDV QR ORQJH U s&cRok @ftheWdrade. The Senator asked for
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JARATHIR Because they are all aspects of
one thing.

EXAMINER: As is the Goddess.
JARATHIR As are we all.

mice in the city but Eshan brought up the
possibility of some hostile person using them as
sabotage for the parade.

SENATOR: I'm thinking there may be some
magical solution. Somebody ought to go to the
University[¥] I'am willing to pay....

X +H ZDV DGYLVHG WR VSHDN WR RWKHU
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JARATHIR If all llluminates are different
there are Truths and Delusions for all of us.
EXAMINER: How many possible paths are
there in the seven fold book you regh?

As the Examiner rose to show him the door
Jarathir saw again the light of the Moon shining
behind his eyes but this time it shone White.

Meanwhile, at Breakfast in the Insula (Berry
porridge, red and fruity) there was a cry across
the courtyard and a Senatorial Voice shouting.

A few moments later the Senator stalked into
their flat.

SENATOR: Right! Bugger Beatpot Aelwrin!

... | have several problems | need your aid with. |
need confirmation from the cult of Danfive
Xaron that they are going to provide us with
Elephant Poop Scoopers.

VOSTOR: Elephant Assistants? Elephant
Followers?

3 This is left as an exercise for the student.

SENATOR: The problem | started with was
Beatpot Aelwrin who is still insists on a round-

up of the White Moonies. And your friend the
Overseer who is unwilling to risk disruption on
the streets. We need to ensure that Beatpot
Aelwrin is satisfied. | am going to go into the
Upper City. I think our Humakt will look
impressive.. | may be able to bring pressure to
bear on one of the people who commands the
regiments to overrule Beatpot Aelwrin. Oh, and
yes, and ah. Eshan | need you to go to the Office
of the Minister of War. There isn't a Minister of
War at the moment. | need orders out of the
Ministry giving permission for us to use the
Campus Militarius outside the City for the
rehearsal and to detach the units that we need to
attend the rehearsal and the parade. I've written
you a letter to present. And a request to bring the
elephants into the City.

MARTIN: I'm fascinated that his Imperial
Bodyguard is willing to overrule him and say
‘No you're not going to the parade...."
DRAK 'Your Imperial Majesty'.

4 ALAN: (Going all meta) Is there an equivalent of a
Pied Piper here?



GM: "Your poor servant cannot abide the
thought of you being in danger.'

SENATOR: Everybody wants to puff up their
role. Everybody except me.

JARANTHIR: (Entering the roomYhe only
honest senator left?

SENATOR: | wouldn't say that... Ah, you're
going to the University!

JARANTHIR: [am?

SENATOR: I'm tasking you to find a sorcerer
capable of shielding against rodents. Have some
porridge while | write you a letter of
introduction.

JARANTHIR: Why is the porridge this
colour?

VOSTOR: Berries init.

ESHAN: Healthier.

VISHI: (From the shadowsReligiously
appropriate.

The mission to Danfive Xaron first. They got
referred to was a noted cultist who had been
fully reformed from his evil ways, Nose Rifl
Vostor didn't recognise him but Sandene
recalled seeing him pass through Tarsh while
travelling by Moonboat to Prax on a 'special
mission' which ended with the group he was
with (the Lunar Coders) returning hurriedly to
the capital for reasons that were never
explained. They had managed to get the then
Governor of Prax Sor-Eel dismissed before they
left though.

SANDENE That smells of politics so | shall
ignore it.

Nose Ring had a lot of tattoos on his body from
a lot of cults and a large brand of his chest which
he displayed proudly. And a brass nose ring that
gave him his cognomen.

GM: He is one of the successful products of the
cult and is now sane, stable and respectable.
MARTIN: For certain values of sane, stable and
respectable.

S Amajor NPC from the STRANGERS IN
PRAX supplement of RQ3 days..

NOSE RING: Greetings comrades. Let me
show you something.

Outside in the courtyard were a bunch of men
with their eyes cast to the ground being shouted
at by burlier men.

NOSE RING: They are a graduating class.
They are what we are thinking of using as your
pooper scoopers.

SANDENE Would they be available tomorrow
or possibly the day after? For rehearsal?
VOSTOR: Because we're not quite sure when
it will be yet.

NOSE RING: Let us know as soon as possible.
Thing is these are one year graduates.... They
are at a delicate stage.

Vostor didn't think they looked delicate. They all
wore a bear cloak as their primary covering and
a fresh looking brand over their hearts. Some of
them were small and weedy, many were big and
burly.

NOSE RING: They have just reached the point
of being allowed to talk to people outside the
cult again. It's a delicate moment in the process
and we do lose people at this point. That's why
the rehearsal is so important to us. We would
appreciate it if you kept a light observance on
them. | don't want them to think they are being
too heavily supervised or observed by the other
units. We think that some of them will run. And
when they run we want it to be our people who
pick them up.

SANDENE You want us to let them run?
NOSE RING: Have a word with your
centurions.

SANDENE Tell them not to break rank?

NOSE RING: A very good way to put it. The
ones who don't run we think will be stable
enough to take part in the parade itself. The
trouble is there are always damnable rumours
about the few who get away. It's something we
try to eradicate but there seems to be no way to
erase from their minds the names of people

like Vinval Jotoran. He was caught once, but got
let go. That's the really deadly th[Fg.

6 This was a massive Clue that as far as | recall never
got followed up.



SANDENE Does your cult not have some way
of enforcing oaths as Humakt does?

NOSE RING: We are supposed to turn our
hearts away from hardness and away from
criminality and put our faith into the Goddess as
Danfive Xaron did. And that works. We should
be able to find them. But a few a very few run
and stay run. We're not sure why. Thing about
Jotoran when we found him he was a successful
businessman in Phandaros. We took him in and
he escaped again. Where he is how nobody
seems to know.

Meanwhile at the Ministry of War,

Eshan entered the office of the Chief Clerk to
the Ministry of War whdooked at the list of
requests and sniffed as if not at all impressed by
the seal of the Master of Circuses.

CHIEF CLERK: We're used to having this
sort of notice well in advance. My late master
the Minister was very specific about that.
However, if as you say, it is at the Imperial
Command I'm sure we can get things going.

He paused, coughed and made a gesture
indicative of gathering coins into his hands.
Eshan looked blank and reflected that he had no
idea how much the going rate was for that sort of
thing. The Chief Clerk took out a chalk slate
tablet and wrote a sum on it. The sum was 100
Gold Wheeld]

Eshan estimated that would be enough to buy a
very nice house in the country or a small
townhouse in the city. It was twice a noble's
standard ransom and more than Eshan had ever
seen in one place.

CHIEF CLERK: A small inducement will be
necessary.

And then he wiped the chalk board clean.

Eshan got the sense he knew it was outrageous
and didn't expect Eshan to pay that. He didn't
seem to be about to settle down to negotiate
either.

" DRAK: | hope you're not carrying that much.

ESHAN: | can't pay thak. | will have to get
back to the Senator about tBmperor'sparade.
Because last time we saw him he was looking
forward to it.(Sweeps towards the door
decisively)

That particular bit of intimidation caused the
Chief Clerk to choke on the grape he was
popping in his mouth at that moment.

Jarathir was at the University.

JARATHIR (Still a bit 'spacey) Wow! A lot
of these people are clockwork. Moving on....

A Supercillious Person in Robes pointed him
towards the Rat Tower where lived s sorcerer
learned in animals and especially rodents.

SUPERCILLIOUS PERSON IN ROBES:
Smelly Dedrick is the person you want. Don't
call him smelly, call him Master Dedrick.

The Rat Tower was a tower decorated with
carved rats. The tower smelled of urine. Mixed
human and rat urine, if Jarathir was any judge.
He came to a door which was locked and painted
black. When he knocked a rough-edged voice
snarled 'Go away!"

JARATHIR Master Dedrick?

MASTER DEDRICK : What?

JARATHIR | have a potential commission
from the Master of Circuses.

The door opened to reveal a man with long
tangled hair and beard down to his navel,
wearing a black robe above his bare feet.

MD: What?

JARATHIR (Showing him the letter of
commission)Ve.. need a mouse free parade
route for the length of a particular parade. For
quite a long duration for fairly small targets.
MD: Oh, targets aren't aren't aren't
RELEVANT! It's the strength of the magic, the
magic which would be yes.

JARATHIR So it is possible then?



MD: (Sounding slightly more san®h, yes,

yes. Certainly. Certainly... Well, I'd have to whip
it up in advance, you understand. | would say on
the whole this would be a matter of... Have you
considered a shaman? No, no, no shamans
hereabouts. Forget what | said about shamans.
They're a smelly, unpleasant bufftfhat would

be Command. You don't want them dead, do
you?

JARATHIR No. We just want them not there.
MD: No, no. Command Beast. Area Effect Tap?
No, not really. It wouldn't... Micandrats?
JARATHIR | think it is specifically mice but
mice and rats would be gofl.

MD: You must understand | am a Master of the
Rune Beast.

JARATHIR That would make sense.

MD: And a Master of the Rune Command. So it
is a matter of Range and Duration and Intensity.
The longer it lasts the shorter the range will be.
The intensity won't need to be too high because
they're Rodents you see. They don't have much
willpower. They're skittish creatures. Super Rats
are a problem. | gave my evidence to the
enquiry. Super Rats are a prob[&Basically,

the way | think | would do this if, if, if, if | con, |
con, | condescend to do this | would cast a
bound spell on an ornament on the lead
elephant... Is that word elephant? Never seen an
elephant.

JARATHIR Very impressive creatures, sir. As
someone interested in beasts you ray

MD : How long do you think this should last. Six
Hours? Twelve Hours? A Day?

JARATHIR There's going to be a practice
parade and then a parade.

MD: | would charge for both enchantments.
JARATHIR | think that's understood sir.

MD: Well, that, that,.that, that perf... Well,
good(H]

Two six hour spells were ordered and then the
Range had to be decided: the elephants had to be
protected from the sight or smell of a mouse
which caused some chin scratching.

8 This was the pot calling the kettle black.
9 MARTIN: (Unhelpfully) Voles? PUM: Hamster?
Group discount?

MD What is the length of the group of
elephants? .

MARTIN: Let's just imagine an elephant in the
room.
GRAHAM: Let's not talk about that.

Drak went on the assumption that there would be
a dozen elephants with an elephant sized gap
between them and ignored Graham's remark that
in THE JUNGLE BOOK they were holding the
tail of the elephant in front.

DRAK: An elephant is five yards long?
PUM: Bit longer than a double decker bus.
That's really not helping is it?

As the research went on unhelpful remarks about
the difference between elephants African and
Asian and male and female were thrown in. The
conversation wandered into silliness. The GM
vanished into calculations on the cost of magic
which involved diving into obscurely written

rules in badly indexed rulebooks. The players
wittered on to fill the gap.

GRAHAM: It's quite difficult to run over an
elephant with a steam roller.
PUM: It could be a Sicilian Dwarf Elephant

When he returned from his trance of calculation
Master Dedrick offered a price of fifty-five
Lunars per casting plus an extra charge of five
lunars per casting if they wanted him to take a
bath first. Jarathir agreed this was probably
prudent.

They shook hands on the deal, and Jarathir got a
sudden vison of Dedrick face turning into a

mask and his body into a giant puppet with
strings running up into the ceiling. He looked up
and saw a Gold rank Mostali Dwarf operating
him.

10 Graham muttered that he didn't believe that
Rodents of Unusual Size existed.

11 had, as you can probably tell, a lot of fun with
this aged magical loon.



JARATHIR (Sotto vocegverything's fine
everything's fine....Just because the Universe
doesn't actually exist... I'm still here.

The Supercilious Person in Robes was pleased to
hear that Master Dedrick had been able to help,
noting that he did§W JHW RXW PXFK

JARATHIR | got that impression. Five Lunars
is quite a lot for a bath but I'm sure it's a good
investment.

SPIR: We have to pay the servants extra to take
water up to him.

At the gates of the Upper City, the Senator and
Keanus were stopped. Spells were cast on them
to ensure that they were not terrorists or the
Bronze Age equivalent.

MARTIN: Any evil thoughts?
ALAN: He's a Humakti.
MARTIN: Any hidden weapons.
ALAN: He's a Humakti.

As they stepped through the gates everything got
brighter, sharper and nicer. The feeling that this
place was more Real than the Lower City was
everywhere.

The Statues of the Gods and Heroes around the
parade ground looked bigger and more real. and
Keanus looked at the Senator for reassurance.

SENATOR: Ah. You must understand here

you are one step closer to the Goddess. One step
closer to the Moon. If you look down the avenue
there you will see the gate through which you

can step and find yourself on the Moon. We

don't recommend you do that unless invited.

Keanus followed the Senator taking careful note
of all around him. He noted that the people in
the Upper City were watching him too and with
a certain amount of suspicion. Everybody else
here was a member of a Lunar cult and he was
an outsider.

PUM: | do my best to look like a professional
bodyguard.

DRAK: Which he is.

ALAN: He's a professional soldier.

DRAK: Ha! Moonlighting!

They marched into the offices beside a set of
barracks. People were marching up and down
outside in Glorious uniforms.

KEANUS Ah, that's what the Janitrix was
trying to teach us.

The Senator and his bodyguard were shown into
the presence of Count Julan, Commander of the
First Imperial Footguard. (Also a former Lunar
Coder and a comrade of Nose-Ring.)

Julan was terribly sorry but it was strictly
speaking Beat-Pot Aelwrin's responsibility to
decide whether a particular environment was
safe to have the Emperor in.

JULAN: | do outrank him but it would be
invidious of me to try to use my rank to persuade
him to change his mine | do not know how

to advise you. | am new enough in this position
that | do not wish to offend anybody.

Keanus muttered something about just rounding
up the ringleaders and holding them overnight.
The other two men shook their heads sadly.

JULAN: | have as you may have heard a certain
sympathy for the White Moonies. Not for their
doctrine which I think ridiculous but let us say
they have not always had the best justice of the
Empire.

In response to questions about what they knew
about the White Moon movement. The GM said:
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GM: Universal Peace and Love.
PUM: 'The Empire must wither awgy]

DRAK: You can see why people in charge of the

Empire might not be keen on this philosophy.

Afterwards, the Senator thought the Count
wanted to find a way to help him but couldn't
find a way to do it. He also complimented
Keanus saying he was "the quiet determination
that | need to feel safe."

DRAK: Now is not the time to go 'Huh?'.
MARTIN: What he thinks is 'quiet determination'
is just you noodling about.

They all got back together at the Senator's
office.

Vostor had come up with a scheme to get twenty
five carts and take them to the guy who wanted a

hundred wheels. He thought this was

funny. Sandene said carts normally had two
wheels. What they wanted was fifty carts or
twenty five wagons.

The Senator had a burst of temper when told the

size of the bribe being asked. Eshan apologised
for not knowing enough about the bureaucracy
to negotiate a reduction.

SENATOR: He's been got at. Did you notice

his name? Ah, yes. He's probably related to the
old man. His family are clients to the old man. |
need some way to make that problem go away.

12 This was another Big Clue that didn't get followed
up. Krishnan is a character in CITIZENS OF THE
LUNAR EMPIRE, the book about the Insula.

not to leave until you make this happen and I'm
here to make useful suggestions to make it
happenfl can do that.

SENATOR: | need something that will
persuade him that insisting on the bribe would
be not in his best interest.

KEANUS The only person who's got that kind
of money to throw around is the Emperor. We
should go to the Emperor and say...
SENATOR: Let me give you a piece of basic
of advice of surviving in the City of Glamour.
JARATHIR Nothing that starts with 'Go to the
Emperor' is a good idea.

SENATOR: Nothing that annoys the Emperor
is a good idea.

The Senator admitted he didn't have any useful
ideas. Eshan wanted to know about breaking in
to the Ministry after business hours to which
Jarathir disrespectfully pointed out you couldn't
just steal an authorisation. Vostor thought
finding him in flagrante delicto with his
secretary was the way to go. There was a lot of
talking over each other.

JARATHIR May | suggest a less polite
delegation?« Drop some money on him and
say 'take it or leave it'.

SENATOR: And if he leaves it, we don't have
a rehearsal.

JARATHIR We could be quite physically
persuasive. Sir.

SENATOR: | know it's what you're good at
KEANUS Want us to rough up the Minister of
War?

13Yes, that's a direct parody of Marxism. A lot of
'Red Empire' vibes in Chaosium material written in
the 80s and 90s.



JARATHIR He's not the Minister of War. He's
a jumped up bureaucrat sitting in for the
Minister of War. That was a little emotive. Sorry
Sir.

VOSTOR: Threaten him with a blunt object?
Hang on, | am a blunt object.

Sandene suggested using sorcery to create a
temporary 100 Wheels. Which the Senator said
was counterfeiting.

SENATOR: Bribes are not legal. Technically
speaking, if the Emperor wants to make a case of
it, soliciting a bribe or giving a bribe is equally
culpable.

SANDENE So if he loses his hundred gold he
isn't going to go to the authorities, is he?
SENATOR: Creating a temporary illusion of
Imperial currency....

JARATHIR A temporary illusion of a
promissory note?

SENATOR: Forgery.

VOSTOR Can | hit him? Can | hit him and cast
heal on him so he can't do anything about it.

The Senator sighed and fetched a homing pigeon
from another room, wrote a note and sent it off
while they came up with more and more unlikely
schemesHe then sent for hot beverages and
shacks.

A while later a pigeon arrived and the Senator
read the message it brought. .

JARATHIR
messenger.
SENATOR: Oh, damn I've been an idiot.
SANDENE Surely not. sir.

SENATOR: Eshan, I've got a little job for you.
| want you to go to the Office of lvex
DevouringDog and ask if I can have one of his
tax officials for about of two hours. Say it is a
matter of some potential undeclared income.

| will tell my hawk not to eat your

At the dread name of Ivex several people in the
room (including Jarathir who had an uncle who
was driven to suicide by the attentions of the
Tax Demons) came over a bit funny at the name
of the chief tax gatherer of the Empire.

Fortunately, Eshan was a cool as a cucumber
who has never under-declared his tax liabilities.

He took Vostor along, muttering "couldn't hurt".

His skill at Bureaucracy failed him this time and
he was told they were terribly, terribly busy and
perhaps he could come back later in the week. It
was clear that he did not look important enough.

VOSTOR: Tell him you're here on business of
the Emperor.

He whispered that loudly enough to persuade the
clerk to look again and when Eshan showed him
the authorisation that they had been given by
Chief Overseer Phranestes the clerk grumpily
stood up and went into the inner office.

PUM: Every time we go to the Palace we should
nick one of their compliment slips.

Eventually, they were shown into the presence
of a tax inspector.

ESHAN: The Master of Circuses wishes to see
you concerning some undeclared income.

TAX INSPECTOR: Of his?

ESHAN Of somebody else.

TAX INSPECTOR : Is this urgent?

ESHAN: Yes. It's for the Emperor's parade.
Somebody is stalling it.

TAX INSPECTOR : (Surprisingly)Ah. That is

a reasonably request. Jaxarte! I'm Out Of The
Office.

The Senator said he was 'quite impressed’ when
they came back with the Tax inspector, adding
that he was also quite impressed with his
daughter. (Who came up with the idea.)

The Tax Inspector, once he'd had the situation
explained to him, said he'd be happy to
‘discourage this person'.

Once in the office, the Senator asked the Chief
Clerk for a loan of his slate and wrote on it '10
Lunars' and said: "May | introduce you to..."

TAX INSPECTOR: Happy to witness the



easing of the difficulties of a busy
administrator.

The Chief Clerk gasped. The Tax Inspector
made a note of witness to an 'extra-curricular
payment' and gave the Chief Clerk a copy.

TAX INSPECTOR: I'm sure it will not be
necessary for me to order a full audit of your
affairs.

The Chief Clerk fainted.

TAX INSPECTOR: Ah, | mayhave leaned on
him a little hard.

The Chief Clerk was gibbering when he came
around but none the less managed to complete
the authorisations requested. He gave somewhat
incoherent reassurances that he was not
intending in any way to umm ummm ummm.

They left with a bag full of authorisations with
their associated stamps and seals.

TAX INSPECTOR: You have just increased
the workload of one of my subordinates but
thank you. That was very enjoyable.
VOSTOR: It will help you with your
efficiency.

TAX INSPECTOR: What?

VOSTOR: You'll collect all the revenue that
should have been paid.

TAX INSPECTOR: Yes. Or I may drive the
poor chap to suicide. It's one of the things one
has to ri

VOSTOR: All he had to do is declare it in the
first place....

ESHAN: He had other masters.

TAX INSPECTOR: Are you saying that you
don't understand why people defy the law.
Because the innocent have nothing to fear.
VOSTOR: Yes!

TAXINSPECTOR: You are part of the
backbone of the Empire. Or maybe something
lower.

¥ MARTIN: It's one of the perks of the job.

Suggestions as to what body part was meant
came from the players who weren't in the scene.
Pum won with "You're the pelvis of the

Empire!"

GRAHAM: Uh huh.

The rest of the day was spent sending messages
to the people in charge of various units telling
them that they were going to be assembling on
the Campus Militarius the next day.

When Jarathir got to the University the wizard
was in the middle of his bath. A maid servant
stood by, with her eyes closed, pouring clean
water over him to wash away the suds clinging
to his person.

When Jarathir stepped out of the Rat Tower after
confirming arrangement for the next dénere

was a young man waiting for him. He thought he
had seen him among the group of University
students, who lived on the floor above the
squad's rooms. It wasn't the one who was
annoyed with Vostor. Let me call this one Errio
that being the name for the 'quiet, self-effacing
one' among the students in CITIZENS OF THE
LUNAR EMPIRE.

ERRIO: My friend is a bit annoyed with your
friend. He's been paying attention to his girl.
JARATHIR Oh yeah. Because she was upset,
he got her a cat and was kind to her. | can see
why that would be upsetting.

ERRIO: You don't want your girlfriend to go
off and get cats off other men, do you?
JARATHIR | suppose it would be
embarrassing to discover that someone else
cared more about the person you profess to be
your girl.

ERRIO: You aregoingaren't you?

JARATHIR We only have to see the Emperor
a few more times and then we'll be back on
duty.

ERRIO: Does that work with many people,
hereabouts? Dropping the Emperor's name like
that?

JARATHIR That's why we're here. Wie here
to receive a medal.



ERRIO: We did wonder.

JARATHIR 1don't think he was planning to
steal her away or anything. He was just trying to
see she was OK.

ERRIO: You have to warn young girls about
the dangers of fair speaking young men.
JARATHIR The entire subject is one of no
interest to me. I'll make sure I'll mention to
Vostor that your friend is upset.

Errio clearly disliked Jarathir for some reason.
He took a deep breath and his eyes flickered
white for a moment before walking away.

DRAK: | wonder if I've just been ensorcelled.
Do | have all my limbs?

GM: You still have all your limbs. You have no
sudden urge to go out and interfere with gerbils
or anything like that.

DRAK No more than | had before.

GM: I don't think we need to specify that about
your character.

As he headed back to the Insula through the
gathering gloom he looked up to the Moon and
the stars and he seemed to see cog's and wheels
and levers between them. He wondered if that
came from the Celestial Lore or the Mineral

Lore.

DRAK: I'd expect more in the way of
interlocking celestial spheres myself.

There was a brief lore interlude on Glorantha
having only one crystal sphere and the reasons
Aristotle came up with the idea "and a lot of
other notions that turn out to be untrue as well".

When he got back Jarathir passed on to Vostor
the fact that there was a student upstairs who
wasn't pleased with him.

JARATHIR | think he wanted you to tell her to
beware of smooth talking strangers.

VISHI: | think he believegouare a smooth
talking stranger, Master.

JARATHIR Oh, yeah! That would make sense
in context. Thanks Vishi.

VISHI: |didn't believe it either.

VOSTOR: So he wants me to go and tell her...?

JARATHIR He doesn't want you to talk to her
at all.

VISHI: Yes, that is the subtext here. Sorry,
Master. | read that word in the newspaper.
VOSTOR: If he'd been around to comfort her
in the first place...

ESHAN: Have you seen this student before?
VISHI: There are four male students living
upstairs and a girl. They come and go at unusual
times. There is a certain amount of chanting go
on up there.

JARATHIR Sorcery studentfparties...

The next day (the 19th) started bright and clear.
At breakfast Vishi gave them a Very Spicy
Porridge (Dragon's Breath from Kralorela with
cooked prawns) and suggested they might want
to visit the garderobe before going out.

DRAK Do not question where the fishmonger
got the prawns from given how far we are from
any body of water.

Vostor's enquiries as to how they could afford
frozen prawns on their dole allowance led to
Vishi admitting that he had been helping a dole
gueue speculator shift some of his more dubious
coupons.

JARATHIR What we have been eating is
realised dole futures?

KEANUS Don't worry Vostor. I'm sure you can
afford it.

SANDENE | don't want to think about prawn
futures.

They made their way to their assigned positions.
Which was to get the parade sorted and in order
under the command of the Senator. All of them
did very well getting people senior in rank to
them to follow instructions.

As they accompanied the elephants down from
the northern gate they saw a disturbance in shops
and stalls along the streets, following the path of
the elephants.

Jarathir guessed quite rightly that this was all the
rats and mic, on the surface and in the sewers
below being pushed away by the wave of
sorcerous Anti-Rat Commands.



PUM: Are there that many rats?
DRAK: It's a city!

The sorcerer was standing right by Jarathir as the

squad realised what was happening.

JARATHIR Was this anticipated?
MD: You did want them to stay away from the
elephants. Perhaps | should modify the effect.

They had a discussion and eventually agreed to
try a command to all rodents to keep out of sight
and hide as the elephants passed.

VOSTOR: Guess what the unnamed stew of
tonight will be.

SANDENE Ratatouille?

VOSTOR: Honeyed rat. On a stick.
JARATHIR Popcorn rat!

Sandene and Keanus spotted that two of the
Danfive Xaron following the elephants (with
shiny, zinc plated and New! buckets which they
would have to scrub clean when they got to the
barracks) were edging towards the crowd of
general populace surrounding them.

Looking around for someone to report this to
they spotted three or four people in the crowd
notdressed as DX cultists who were keeping a
close eye on the about-to-be runners.

They followed instructions and Did Nothing and
a few moments later the runners throw their
buckets at the observers and ran away.

They did a rehearsal for their own part of the
ceremony with the Senator standing in for the
Emperor.

Everything went perfectly. Count Julan came
over and complemented them.

JULAN: | hope this will not be in vain due to
somebody's pride. | hope my unit will be able to
be there. It makes sense for Beat-Pot Aelwrin to

insist the streets be cleared of those he regards as

scum
KEANUS It's the danger to the Emperor. That's
the main thing.

JARATHIR Forgive me for speaking possibly
out of turn. Isn't it slightly a slur on his abilities

as a bodyguard if he feels a bunch of pacifist
cultists are a problem.

JULAN: It's not my job to comment upon the
other members of the High Command.

He mentioned how appealing he found the
White Moonies message of universal harmony
and an end to all conflict between men. He didn't
mention if he found it believable.

JARATHIR It's going to be a very poor
Imperial parade without the Emperor.
VOSTOR: Can't we just round them up? As
they're pacifists?

JARATHIR It's more what rounding up
general citizenry means...

VOSTOR: They're not general citizens! How
many of them are there?

ESHAN: We don't know who they all are. And
you also tend to get some innocent hangars on
dragged along.

JARATHIR Have you been involved in any of
the round ups of villages we do in Tarsh.
VOSTOR: Yeah.

JARATHIR Have you noticed you tend to get
pelted with rocks on the way out?

VOSTOR: No.

JARATHI R | suppose they're not hitting your
helmet so you wouldn't.

VOSTOR: When you say rounding up it's more
rounding down.

JARATHIR Oh right so you're on the
execution squad.

VOSTOR: Nope. I'm there to suppress
unnecessary violence.

That evening Count Julan turned up at the
Insula. He coolly walked up to the apartment of
the llluminated gent who lived on the floor
above, paying no attention to the curious looks
of the squad on the way in or the way out.

GM: Does anyone do anything like....

DRAK: Try to listen in?

MARTIN: Above our pay grade.

DRAK: We'remostlyprofessional soldiers. For
whom curiosity is a very bad idea.

GM: | was merely trying to tempt you.



After the Count departed the old man came out
looking irritated and went to the flat of the
students where he had a long conference.

JARATHIR: It's not as if the Senator has a
whole building full of White Moonies. That
would be ridiculous! And nothing at all to do
with why he didn't want investigators hanging
around the place.

In the corner Vishi was rolling his eyes hard
enough to make his head hurt.

The llluminated chap came across and asked if
Jarathir was busy tomorrow. He said he would
have to ask his officer.

ILLUMINATED OLD CHAP: [5]Would you
be willing to help me to get the White Moon
problem resolved for the day of the parade?
JARATHIR: If | could assist you in that it
would be my honour and | think perhaps my
duty.

IOC: | will come and see you when | have made
the approaches | have to make.

JARATHIR: s this something that may be
shared....

IOC: | would prefer it if you kept it
confidential. But if you wish to tell your officer
or the Senator that | may be able to solve the
little problem for the duration of the parade.

JARATHIR Sir, | have been told by an
llluminate of my acquaintance that with my
assistance he may be able to cause the White
Moon problem to not be a problem for the day of
the parade. Will that be a problem?

ESHAN: You need any help?

JARATHIR Not that I'm aware of but | may
come back to you once he's told me what he
actually wants me to do.

ESHAN: Anything that will help solve it...

Jarathir made it clear that the officer would have
to explain it to the Senator.

15 Can you guess his name, reader?
8 TPPOE&A: As disappointed as you were in Nick
Clegg and the Coalition? ME: No, a certain base level

DISTRACTIONS
Alan had brought in some unusual nibbles.
GRAHAM: Do try the German Pilsner Chips.

The GM tried it and the expression on his face
caused general laughter.

DRAK: It is akin to the sensation of walking into
a pub just after it has opened.

MARTIN: It tastes of the smell of stale beer.
GM: It doesn't taste of anything except
processed potato product.

The Currywurst Sausage Chips wernerse.

COMMENTARIAT ON E&A 12
A GRAND COVER! AGAIN!

MATT STEVENS: ¥our deity is a different
name for my deitfichanges meaning depending
on the power relationship between the two
cultures. // It occurs to me that divine names
could change due to misunderstanding and egg-
corns. Which could be funny if done right.
Easier than developing a whole artificial
language and its historical changes too. // RYCT
Me: | fin actually a long time Liberal Democrat
voter and we dofjcall the Tories rude names.
We just tut and look disappoin{&dL voted

Labour last time though because | really, really
wanted to kick out our Brexit-supporting Tory
MP. (We did! A small Woo hoo for democracy!)
Starmer looks like getting his leadership
challenged. | have no idea if he will prevail. | am
currently taking some pleasure in the failure of
Reform to even slightly impress the
psephologists. (See the end of the zine) // Jane
Austen, like most British people then and now,
lived a long way from the hard edge of Empire
where white people exploited non-white people
for profit. She did not see the oppression and
needed to do nothing to reenforce it. Which
meant, especially during WWII when black

of disappointment is bound into the very word
Zory|



American soldiers arrivedn-massén Britain

that British citizens could, without hypocrisy,
object to the white American MPs trying to

bring the social structure of the American South
where you had to discriminate and oppress to fit
in and prosper. It also meant that she fully
supported the class discrimination that made her
own social arrangements work.

ROGER B_W: | have no problem with long-
term hidden magic if a) Magic is dangerous to
the cosmos and the only sane thing to do is limit
it or b) Magic is dangerous to the user and either
destroys them or forces them out of Reality after
a certain time. Or both of course. // In the Aegis
Institute game, the Gods are right there in the
centre of the city. They tolerate other gods if
they act like respectful houseguests, put up with
people who support no god and react variously
to actual atheists. Crone cackles, Uncle giggles,
Father, Daughter and Son frown with
puzzlement and Mother just shakes her head
sadly.RYCT Me: | think Compulsive Habit
(Matchmaking) is better. Not everyone hates
Dolly Levi. -5 points in most cases. | have added
that to the writeup. Thanks. (And JRdsreat

Aunt has her next story arc.) Baron

Rafe Tikhonows further adventures. Maybe.

| have some published adventures in nearby
space to where he ended up. | have some
reading to do first. // Re your footnote to
Patrick Riley: the number of things that the
German High Command could have known
and really should have known but difiis
considerable. How Fighter Command was
organised for instance.

JOHN REDDEN: Congrats about the
operations: my mum managed to outlive her first
pacemaker and got an upgraded version for the
last three years of her life. // The Mother and the
Father (and the rest of the Six) are gods of the
City of Aegis, the setting of my currently

running GURPS game and nowt to do with
Glorantha, at all, at all. Apologies for confusion.

PATRICK BRADY: Welcome (back)! fin
sure you could find a dot matrix printer if you
really needed one but didithey consume
ribbons and stuff like that. The consumables

might be the problem. // | would like to run
Tekumel again but the lore barrier is even higher
than Glorantha. // | cafitrace the novel (?)

series you describe as containing Nightwatch
London. Author?

MYLES COCORAN: Finger ouch!

Sympathy! // | was implying that the Moth$§r
wisdom is deeper than humarenaccess. The
Crone has wisdom humans would find very
useful but she keeps it to herself. // Starmer may
be all you say but | worry that a change of
government leadership might be a problem just
now. Note that the defence enthusiasts in the
government are also pissed with him.

BRIAN ROGERS: RYCT MATT

STEVENS: Comic book continuity wanders

into idiocy that writes over backstory even easier
than DR WHO. Fewer budget constraints. //
RYCT Me: Perhaps in the direction of more
on-line gaming.

LISA PADOL: RYCT me: Beat-Pot knows

his boss the Emperor is a jerk and dogamnt

the jerk to get hit when Hgon watch. He also
wants to establish his bureaucratic space. // The
players never heard what happened about the
Sky Guard subversion.

AVRAM GRUMER: 1 fn glad Ifn not the
only one who was confused reading
FARFLUNG.RYCT HEATH ROW: Damn!

If | fl remembered that polar co-ordinate paper
existed maybe i have found mapping Aegis
easierk Hmmm«.

ERIKA L FRANK: I think youfe wrong.

From the point of view of the editors and writers
the characters are immortal (as long as the sales
stay up) From the point of view of the characters
they are at risk from a serious enough challenge
(yes, even Superman) and they fidmow they
have Plot Immunity.

So should the mechanics model the edifors
reality or the heroe§eality. Good question.l

say probably there should be a Luck resource the
players have to keep an eye on and that the
heroes know nothing about.



If they arenfovercoming their perfectly
reasonable fears every time, are they really
heroes? (As opposed to just good neighbours.)

May | offer for your consideration:

WILD TALENTS: The One Roll Engine supers
game. Has several rather good settings including
PROGENITOR.

MARVEL HEROIC ROLEPLAYING A
Margaret Weiss game. Very good on fight
scenes: tends to handwave the rest of the
experience.

MASKS: A NEW GENERATION: A teen

supers game Powered by The Apocalypse. | ran
it will my family (nieces and nephews and their
spouses who | suspect of being kind to old Uncle
Mike) and it went well enough. Not sure | did it
justice.

None of these are my ideal supers ganfe (|
know it if and when | see it) and they may not be
yours but will at least add to your knowledge of
the field.

Re The Hit Points Of God: More years ago than
| care to remember | passed a table at the
Wednesday Night Club (as it was then) and the
teenage GM was saying to his playeidell,

last week you killed Satan. What are you going
to do this weekf]

Even IN NOMINE which is all about Angels

and Demons keeps the Archangels and Demon
Princes out of the scope of the main system.
Newly qualified angels, newly spawned demons
are the run of player characters. They may aspire
to their own Words (Angel of APAs, Demon of
Internet Trolling) but not to the real heights of
power. God, in that setting, doefseeem to want

to get involved.

RYCT Pum: The most annoying maps | ever
saw in an RPG were those in the first Editon of
REIGN. It had maps for most of the cultures but

" TPPoE&A: The number of times yi@itold that
story YME: Please keep count for me. No, really
please do.

as they were laid out on the bodies of two gods
who were the surface of the game world getting
them to work together was (probably
deliberately) quite impossible.

JOSHUA K: RYCT Me:  Having certain
experiences in Glorantha gives you points in an
lllumination skill. One of these (since the latest
rewrite) is skill in the Moon Rune. Then once a
year you get to roll under that skill to become an
llluminate. | abused that once a year rule
horribly to encourage Drak to keep on trying to
qualify, part of the magic of Glamour that my
players kept saying was distorting the calendar.
(I canf help it if they dorf] pay attention can 1?)
Re Roge§ Zombies. Well, from a purely
materialist point of view consciousness is just a
supervisor function that often c§ibbe arsed to
over-ride the lower level systems that produce
perception, language and other stuff. If you re-
activate the lower level functions you could get
something that can understand you but not resist
commands. (How pure materialists deal with the
existence of magic is a problem | leave for the
student.)

Lo! The end of my allotted space
approaches! Dread barrier to my
continued waffling! Further comment
must wait to next time. Maybe.

Maybe the time after. Or maybe «

MY FINAL WORD FOR THIS ISSUE:
PSEPHOLOGIST. People who study
elections, derived from the Greek

word for  febble -because the Ancient
Greeks used pebbles to vote with

when they weren  t using potshards.
(See tstracism :) So literally  fiebble
theorist

Take good care of you and of yours
as you seek the worlds-spanning
criminal mastermind Quandos Vorn,
you band of vengeance-seeking loons,
you.
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SMR Issue #9  for E&A #13, July 2026
Erica L Frank(call me EIf){Eris Lord FreedomHitch.io

A Handful of Game Jams

, JRW FDXJKW XS LQ D IHZ JDPH MDPKKHBIFHQWPH DRDMMDVWXII LQ WKH FR
ORW RI VWXIlI JRLQJ RQ LQ P\ SHUVRQD|Q 20Q1IH ,6VR2 RLI* FFRX% ¥ H < 2B RYW
,jP ORRNLQJ IRU SURMHFW ZLWK GHDG OIGYH FW DIERXMVWRDNLQJ JDPHV LV DF\

GLVWUDFW PH VHOOLQY JDPHV
JRU WKH YHPRBO® @KDUDFWHU &UHDWLREBVFXULW\ LV D FX|BWURRXYUREQNHRP
&KDOOHQJHZLWR D JRDO RI FKDUDFWHUNVIHDUF&BWUN ZHUH DQDO\]LQJ WKH

, VXEP | WRDKGE Q 0XUGHUWKHY HOR'OGHQ )JLQQHJIDQV :DNH 7KH\ ZHUH DVNLQJ
*LUOV DV FKDUDFWHU Y8IRWD®BHIGQBOHZRWEH QH[W ELJRODV GLFNRODV FRXO(
EHWDjG E\ /LVD 3DGRO KK FKDURHAWHEYHWRARUV HK ZRDYKIBN@HRUDWLYH
8QWDRRG )DWH $FFHOHUDWHG FRPSOHMBUHYV SDXMAMIIRDO'LGHR DQG VXUH W
DQG WK RI FOLWKBUDFWHUV IURP *OLWFEHBM. DNIAWWK FUHDWLYH YDOXH vy
IRU :DQGHUKRPH , JDWKHU RWKHU SHRKHUMH WHRARYHWR HQWULHV DQG VF
ZULWH XS RULJLQDO FKDUDFWHUYV JRU WX &DQQRW 30D\ 7KLY 7753* -DfF
JRIODOLIHVWR }DBKLFK LV IRFXVH@DR@ULQ%LSLD‘—LVFRUGLDWKKWSS* 4%
YLGHR [JDPEMEWE 5X0HV s b ERXW OB HW PD\ QRW EH UDQGRP HQRXJK +R
VROR 7753*V a ZRUGV VRPH RI ZKURRIDAHHLWERXWRW SOD\DEOH DV D 775
VDIHW\ WRROV LQ VROR WWUSJV , AKQVLGHVHG LIREOWEHQUDWKH P QRW VKD
ZKROH WKLQJ KHUH DQG GHFLGHG WKDWHGKER W HBWX Q WDKXW WYV P\ H\HV <RX
&RPLQJ XS VRBROAR/QWKMH 53* 0DQLIHVW
, GLGQjW NQRZ DERXW LW RU , SUR
ZDLWHG WR SRVW $00 5XOHV $UH 2SWLR
WR -XO\ VR WKHUHjV WLPH IRU HYHU\
WKHEY UDQWY HQWLUHO\ FRUUHFW RSLG
SHRSOH ZRXOG DJUHH ZLWK LI WKH\ RQC
WKHPVHOYHYV
8SFRPLQJ RQJRLQJ 7753* UHODWHG MI
| 'RUGV 7753* .LWF&HBDWH D
FRPSOHWH 7753* XVLQJ ZRUGV RU OH
: RI WKH VHFUHW LQJUHGLHQWV ZKLFK
Solo TTRPGS: XQWLO LW VWIMKWR X IKOX O\

[7753* RURVVRYH[U&DRVVRYHU DGYHQW

All Rules Are Optional EHWZHHQ 7753*V HJ % ;' ' DGYHQWXUF

! 7KHUH ZDV D TXHVWLRQ DERXW 7753* PDQLIHVWRV $QVZHU ZDV
EDVLFDOO\ WKLV LV IRU UDQWYVY <RX KDYH UDQW" 30] SRVW UDQW
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ORWKHUVKLS ODXVULWWHU DGYHQWXQRRIR D QU)SRRGR BE MDNVFUH V V
ODUFK g -XQH QRW PXFK PRUH WLBH RQRMIOPHRIBERXW PHUPDLGYV FKRRYV

[6KHOO 7733&UEHPWH FRWHHEDW IRk
VRXOV OLNH VROR 7753* VWURQJOR
.QLJKW DQG 6LONVRQJ ,WjV QRW I
7\SKRRQ EXQGOH D OLWWOH ZKLOH
RQ GHULYHG IURPXWKHOVRPIHRFXVHG
VRXOVOLNH YLGHR JDPHV , GRQjW [
VHHQ MXVW HQRXJK Rl +1 DQG 66 W
DW WKHP

[(WHUQDO 775BKHDRjV RQH Rl WK
PRQWK -XQHjV KDV D WKHPH RI 1L§S
RSWLRQDO FKDOOHQJH RI 6LQJOH
SRVWHG XQWLO <G RECEW)\VWKAKDO O
QH[W PRQWKjV MDP JRHV XS 7KH\
SHRSOH ORRNLQJ IRU FROODERUDW}

[ ODNH 7754*&0DRDWH oYH VKRUW
OLQNHG WRJHWKHU LQ VRPH zZD\ 7KHPH

S 0,1 HV%
ZKDWHYHU 0D\ g -XO\ 1RW PXFK_ W7L'§JLHVd<|-P|\4v GULWLQJ SURPSWV 3

H 0HUPDLG HVTXH JDPH
%XQJHVW R VLVWHUV <RX ZLOO QHHG
WKLQJ WR WKH VHD ZLWFK IRU OHJV 9|

RQH HLWKHU , P SRQGHULQJ LI , FD
ERRPDUN JDPHW IRU

Current Bundles RSWLRQ
0, .
8SGDWLQJ \ DOO RQ FXUUHQW JDPHESEBAHL RJ'BU*‘G'H”(‘;XQGYOH DEOH 3:<
LOWHUHVWLQJ 7KHUH DUH RWKHU Exo0 &'dh LWF%Q%’HL@\?LR dj%vg\l;Rg PPN
OFWLRQ , GRQ W JHQHUDOO\ EX\ WKRVH Q
ZDOOSDSHUV PLQLPXP GRQDWLRQ S

S5RPDQL OXWXDO $LG 7KH 6N\ (DUV\M<S@)|_X\,@CE®IWKH FUHDWRUV
LWHPV PLQLPXP GRQDWLRQ e
_ W\
e Y/ )

,QIR DERXW WKRVRKBDNLMIGW U WK £
DQG WKHLU ,QVWDJUDP , GRQ W K ‘§%WW
HPuids

WURXEOH FROOHFWLQJ OLQNV IURP
LQFOXGH
Itch.io Bundle
296 Projects by & !

ueer:Creators for & (J
) & ‘with Wallpaper Bonug Pack or 810+ PWVC

7KLV LV PRVWO\ YLGHR JDPHV ZLWK D
DQG RWKHU LWHPV WKHUH DUH D IHZ V
PLJ 7TKHUH V DOVR oFWLRQ

%H 1RW [$HUDLG
5RQRDHDVW
SDFHG EOD]H
WKURXJK +HOO
, KDYWQ

UHDG WKLV RQH
EXW , YH UHDG
DQRWKHU ERRN E
WKLV DXWKRU

,jP EULQJLQJ WKLV XS WR 7XPEOU on)lmeJDNRUHY\HIR)XJV EXQGOH DQG HQMR\H

7KH *RDW 0X\EW ZKHUDOOLQJ 'UHDP
D SULQW DQG SOD\ JDPH DERXW I
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R@LL BIG
OR GO HOM

, ZLOO SUREDEO\ ZDIpH IRU D FRXSOH
WKHQ EX\ LW , ZLOO SUREDEO\ QRW EX\
‘ - 53* FROOHFWLRQ ZKLFK DOVR VRXQGV L
WM$*DMJDPDJDLQ , P OHVV OLNHO\ WR SOD\ 7KH 5¢

RIQ t' OXGHV_VHYHUDO RWKHU JDPHV , KHD

F
RI DOLHQ KRUURU DQG ZHLUG URPDQ%HOIIBI\&JHVWIB SO YYHO LI . ZRQ W SOD\
1HZ WR WKLV EXQGOH /RRNV IDVELQDWLQJ , KDYH QR

LGHD LI , FRXOG 0QG DQ\RQH WR S%\]d_magllz.w&geofSand,part6

[ 0\ JROQH 6XPPHU G6ROR XHW753%3p4RERGWSY OXFLHOCROMB|QGVFK LR FI
<HV ZLWK VWDUV LQ WKH EXQGOH QDPH CWHPV

0D\ QRW EH ZRUWK LW XQOHVV \RCasO& CHaFR@RBHFWLQJ
VROR DQG SOD\HU W\WADSIMOHW GRHV KDYH
[%OHVVERUFK , YH PHQWLRQHG EHIROHRYPIBRRBHYRXWFEQRLGHU\ DUWLVW
VRPH UHQRZQ DQG LV DOPRoWVD O n w9 RZ@® -XPDOD  RD ZDHIGOW K\
07 HYL DOV IORRNY [LOWBUT WL QP HUFKDQW ZDLWLQJ IRU KLV VKLS W

~.7+.1ZLQV WKH SUL]H IRU kPRVW VW ULRLG IR VY %'U‘O(/KrRZFHDQ DQLJKW R

IRW LQFOXGLQJ LW KHURQMRXRUUEZHOFRPHW ORRNLQJIRU VP XJIOHUY DA
\RX FDALVV LW %DULJURWUUYy %ULVWOHJURD WKH (P

GZDUI MXGJLQJ WKH FRQWHVW VHOF
7KHUH DUH D VZDUP RI 3ULGH ORQWK E@[RFNLQM@@@QIV RHOZXRIWGNRUPHU PHUF
FRQWLQXH WR EH UHDOO\ DQQR\HG DWWEHES PP ERWJUDFH VNLOOHG ZRRG
SURFHVVHUYOMKD®WIXVH WR SURFHVV SPORHQWY &URZ :KHHO RUNRVWNEPH RI
IRU ZRUNV WKH\ FRQVLGHU DGXOW q RMkHIWGRIIFRXEN HUXQV JDPHV RI FKE
ZKHQ WKRVH ZRUNV FRPH IURP PDLQVWYHD P/ S FIRIRMAK H UY D srmREELW WKL H I
9,63 LV QRW EORFNLQJ $PDJRQ ITURP WHNHR £ ROWHAMINVO\QW ZLWK KLV NQRWZ
IRU  6KDGHV RI *UHERRSKDGOWRHIYV ZLWKG\ /LQ\LYH WKH :LGRZ KDRII:BQG\D

[JRHCSDIH ERRNPDUNHG DQG XVHG WR R)FFMUW KR ZRQ DFFRODGHV IRU DUL
UHJXODUO\ WR VHH WKH QHZ PHIDEXQGQPUV*UDFH ODULWKD RI +HOLRW WKF

OHJDEXQGOHV DQG TXHHU EXQGOHV @RFRRQVHOWIRA QJ WKH FRQWHVW Z
XS RQ WKDW SDJH EHFDXVH KDYLQJ D MOQIPHRKERWX B M N DD XIKWHU DJH
LWHP LQ WKH EXQGOH ZLOO SUHYHQW BW U H RRUEHLQIQO L MNNEBSRIUHGV R XW P D J

$QG RI FRXUVH D ORW RI TXHHU FRQWUQWNLL\QWHQJGHDQD B§§@I¥VQWLFH ZKLOH

HYHQ LI LWjV QR PRUH H[SOLFLW WKDQ QRQ DGXOW KHW
FRQWHQW 7KH WRZQ Rl %D\WKHHU LV KROGLQJ DQ

$ZD\ IURP LWFK +XPEOH%XQGOH KBYWPRIG- YWY g5O00 EH VHOHFWHG WR
*R +RPH y ERRNV IRU zZLWK D XSFRRIpQKHURIDO ZHGGLQJ

EHOLHYH LW UX@SRXQUQHO WKHWV DFirJ’tWA_})?J
EXQGOH
:KDWP ,LQWHUHY&MKHGW )DEXOD s8O0OWQRD DQG DOO Rl WKH DERYH FKDUDFV
%OXHEHDUG V %YULGH PD\EH 6WDU PUDHN BQGYHIWXRRN ZD\V $QQL WKHQ ZRN
{1RW WKDW , WKLQN , G HYHU SODRWWMDRIHWKKRN D\ RI IHVWLYDOjV VWDU\
PHPRU\ RI D FRQYHUVDWLRQ ZLWK WKH '

VKH LV FHUWDLQ VKHjV QHYHU PHW DQ

WEKW VKH KDV GRQH WKH VHZLQJ RQ WKH
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Second Loop 7KH ODVW WKLQJ> RALZDBBY @V $UIXPHQ
WKURXJKRXW WKH SDYLOLRQ ZLWK D VL
/DG ILRVHY W UDQJH VKDGRZV WKURXJK WKH GDUN
HPEURLGHU\ LQ WKH FORWK URRI 6RPHF
PDMRU HQFRMQWHRGYUH\ 6WUHJRUVKGRZY UDLVLQJ D KXJH EODGH DQG F»
%ULVWOHJURJ]V KHDG <« MXVW EHIRUH Vi
IURP EHKLQG DQG VKH IDOOV

JLUVW WZR HIQVZKNQ &URZ SHPL /RQMBRMW vw WKLQJ WKH UHVW RI WKH ZR Ut
IRXQG DW WKH JDPHV ERRWK >7HPSHUDQFH@ $ QHHG WR UHFODLP RLU

6HFRQG WZR GHWDWWKIVFH /DG\ ODULWKDYBLRI FRQIXVLRQ DQG VKDPH IDOOV R/
*RGIUH\ IRXQG RQ WKH URFNV LQ WKKHY D WIHUIW O\ FOHDQ XS WKH ERGLHV D¢

GLVPHPEHUHG EHIRUH EHLQJ WKURZ&QyBHFWFRONM RU PRUH FKDUDFWHUV DO«
JLQDO WZR GHDWKYV TXHVWLRQV

6L[ RI :DQGV /DG\ /LQ\LYH 6L[ RI &DK‘R\/RU?ZQDWDLCM UHVSRQVLEOH IRU WKH
SKRHEH JURXS RI SHRSOH D%JU\ DW EHLQJ NH

&DUG -XVWLFH PRUH JUXHVRPH ULW&(P&H.MW&E G MW EVIH8 WEKY DO DG VRP
$IWHU VHHLQJ +HU *UDFHjV ERG\ $Q@RQZMYWQEBRRN LZIXRIHV KDYH GHFLGH(
KHU GDXJKWHU 6KH GLGQjW VHH KHMHBUHRQ X LIKWIKHNLQJ SHRSOH DQG D
FURZGV DQG KHDGHG EDFN WR WKH GREFROGLRY WKKNWHBUH XVLQJ DV FRQIXVL
VKHjG EHHQ OHIW ZLWK DQ DWWHQGWHYHIW MK HBPH BKHRQ U G/OKWPVHW D EXWFKH
KHU QHDU WKH 'XFKHVVjV ERRWK D3QBVVHK®UDRMGG\YK® W KILYJ DUW ZDV QRW
KHUVHOI WR VSHDN WR WKH VHUY D Q¥WKH \WRQWHWWR WHOO WKHP
DERXW +HU *UDFH 7KH JXDUGV ZLOO BRWBRQXKMRRY WKH RQH FKDUDFWHU
HQRXJK VKH VXSSRVHV DQG WKH\j®0 GH SP DE FHIWWDIQEF WKV LV DPRQJ Wit
VKH FRXOG FRQYLQFHG WR EULQJ LQ VXSSOLHV DQG
6KH FDQ KHDU DQ HFKR RI WKH 'XIFKHMDQVHYRRWFEMWKH RSSRUWXQLW\ RI JUH
VD\LQJ JR 0QG KHU DOWKRXJK VKIQNVNGBLIRKQBQW BHG QRW H[SHFW W
WUXVWHG WR 0QG /DG\ 3KRHEH RQ WWHHHRZHE BWGHO WKKHKLPVHOI

ORRNV DURXQG WKH WDEOHV DQG ER(%VVVK VQ\R(CI:H Y/\?l.']’k'ly QND\(/\Y&E?JFH\IRI WKH GLV
R

RI ER[HV DQG FUDWHV WKH NLQG D \fKLQF BLHIKWRRLNH
FOLPE RQ DQG KLGH LQ

6KH WKLQJV VKH VSLHV D pDVK RI”TKEBXSP EHWARAHHEDVKEHHHQ DUUDQJHG DV |
ER[HV WKH FRORU RI /DG\ 3KRHEHj\WEBYRVVWKH IGHEFRERAWE G WDUSV DQG FO
KHU GUHVV RU SDUW RI LW 2QH VOWHYSRWO SR DWKH OLQHV WUDFHG EI
$QQL SXVKHV WKH ER[HV DVLGH WR RYBXREuUW KH FIR&AWKYV DUH DOO GHVLJQI
3KRHEHjV ERG\ DQG /DG\ /LQ\LYHjV [ERWR DV RADOFHOVR

FXW XS ZLWK WKH SLHFHV PL[HG WRJHK®@KH Y K@ WHFRX 3R RXIJK GHDWKV QH
ER[HV WR SRZHU WKH FLUFOH LW DFWLYDWHYV

LV GULYHQ LQWR D IUHQ]\ ,W GRHVQjW -
DELOLW\ WR PDNH HYHU\RQH YLROHQW

PLQRU HQFRXQW HWIF H
9DPLUHOLRQ

Inciting Incident: Opening of the crafts pavilion

$QQL IDLQWYV

Act 4: Revelations YLFWLPKRRG EXW WKHUHjV HQRXJK WR
RI W KV

S5HpHFW RQ WKH SUHYLRXV FDUGV RN R b BRRLYDY

FKDQJH" End of Loop 2.

2SWLRQ WR GUDZ D QHZ FDUG , GH#FKXNIQH FKDUDFWHU FDUGV DGG WR WK
$JDLQ WKH SDYLOLRQ HUXSWV LOWR FHKIRY UBQX $Q WLRLYFW

FDXJKW XS LQ LW 3DUDQRLD DQG MHDAKRX VX LIDYG LIGIHBAWX &H O )RIU HDFK WDOO

ZKLFK TXLFNO\ WXUQ YLROHQW RQH XQUHPDUNDEOH HOHPHQW RI WKHLL

SHPDLQLQJ FKDUDFWHUV %DUL %RRYW@QHIDRWLYQWRKRY ZKLFK VHHPV HLW

.XPDGD 9DPLUHOLRQ 6WUHJRUL =UURSHWLWLYH RU VWUDQJHO\ RXW RI SOL

, P EUHDNLQJ KHUH UDWKHU WKDQ JRI

VWDUW RI /RRS LQ WKH VDPH LVVXH
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,Q LVVXHV RI 605 ,jYH JRWWHQ WKHARKHKRQW IRAFHW KRVH KWKLV LV D YHU\
ORRSV +XK , VWURQJO\ VXVSHFW WRIPH XWKR WK 235 QRWGRQ W QHHG WR S|
H[SHFW WKLY PXFK WLPH RU FRPSOM/XWR UL RV LAINOWMUXFWLRQV (YHU\RQ
SOD\ WKURXJK ZRUNMV REYLRXV ZKDW \RX FDQ FOLFN RC

,jP FDXJKW EHWZHHQ WDNH \RXUEWERNH DQKWZ WHKG® W\RWRRDQ W KRZ \RX VD
XQIROG VORZO\ JR DKHDG DQG GR EKRERIRR ORRWD UWLW VOQKIDW jWLPH vy
ZKDW LW WDNHV DQG GDPPLW ZUDS LWHKB\F@RN GEBQWRW NQRZ DQG LW L
XVH WKH WDURW GHFN IRU RWKHU JDOPRPBN WKDQ RQFH , KDYH GHOHWHG P\ S

, KDYH RWKHU WDURW GHFNV 2WRHOH® MR & WXDBURRKXW ZKLFK OLWWOH J(
GHFNV HYHQ , ZLOO WU\ RWKHU JDPE®¥ ZKWKKWHKHROWHN kH[LW ZLWKRXW VDYL

,GR LOQWHQG WR NHHS WU\LQJ EHFDXYV
IgTheme: Interesting Race/Species WKDW VRXQG OLNH PXFK IXQ DQG RU DP]

:KDW V WKH PRVW LQWHUHVWLQJ DR SPvVNHpER CRBYRE W gLEWH WKHP

OFWLRQ VSHFLHV \RX YH SOD\HG 13%lManBHlontyraée w8Vt Stevens
DERXW DQG ZKLFK LI DQ\ GR \RX SHUVRQDOO\ LGHQWLI\ ZLWK"
5<&70 :KLOH \RX FRXOG KDYH D TXDGU

, ORYHG VR PDQ\ RI WKH k*8536 $SOLHOVY YS %hbHY QDR OLW\{ ERWK ZHUH D
QHYHU JRW WR VHH DQ\ RI WKHP LQpSORY r1 W IR Wit VEIH®HVY VRPHRQH L\
D *8536 VFLo JDPH LW V DOZD\V EHHQIYHFRHY KRWEDHVIFDOO\ D GHLW\ LQFI
EXW ZH OLNH DOO WKH JDPH SDWWHUQ\ & HWAHP PR hOvABS PRQVWHU y WKH
' VR WKLV LV D IDQWDVA ZRUOG ZL\gz B HOHIMWV DRR WKH GHIDXOW ZLWK W
RUFV DQG SUREDEO\ GUDJRQV EXW \RX H R RHEIVARKHU WR VTXHH]H RX
DQ\ GUDJRQV y SRLQWYV 7KH\ UH VW D WKHIZRKHF UGIDWBH) W R
$OVR ORYHG PDQG ®UINWHDW WKH WKk@OJBPH FODVKHV ZLWK WKH RUGLQDU
6RXOYHFLHV HQRXJK WR SLFN XS WKHWERIEGHMWBWLRQV $ &20 35( VKRX(
ZKHQ , IRXQG LW XJO\ SHUVRQ ZKR VRPHKRZ FRPPDQGV W
{LW V EDVLFDOO\ XQSRMNBEDBUH RIIRYKRP EXW{ 35( LV FKHDS DQG 35(
WKH WHUP H[LVWHG 675 '(; &21 ,17 pkHBYHE HPFEX zDQw WR FRPPDQG WKI
ZLWK SHVLVWDQFH WR SVL PDJLF  yRWL{XH | RREHHGY WR EH  RU KLJKHU
(QGXUDQFH FDOFXODWHG IURP WKRVHqp\@HPHPEHY GLIIHUHQW LQ WKH )DQ!

UXQQLQJ LQWR PLVVLQJI LQIR g OLNKpPHRHQYLREGRUB WYSHRQDIH JDPHYV
Rl SRLVRQ DQG kVHH >FKDUW®@ LQ >RWKHU VHFWLRQ@y ZKLFK

GLGQ W H[LVW Reddened Stars #11 - John Redden

_ZDQWHG WR XVH LW DV D UHIHUMOE IXIGH 0%\ 03 &L wy RI *0LQJ ULJ
UHZULWH DOO WKH DOLHQ VSHFLHV L0 58530 4 Ros RY B o AL °% sobooLo
FRXOG RU , FRXOG ZULWH WKH®G XS, 'EVI-PB\WJZ'UIP(BW 86U peG zrRUOG VHWW
SUREDEO\ QHHG WR UH UHBGVRRIE EBRAY D EE xn o) ngR\VRPH %ULQGOHZ

&KDONHU V SROLWLFV DQG{ OLIH SKLORV, JSgSIGW\QQWﬁJE,_P\F U LW

VKRXOGQ W FDOY WHHM RNIEHQOLNHO\ WR HK P\ GDXJKWHUV PDLQ FRPSXWHL

%
DSSDUHQW RQ UH UHDGLQJ WRGD\ F%?‘/&'é HOLHYH DOWKRXJK RQH F

, PLVV 6WDU )URQWLHUV OLNHG LQb Y, %?%HY&)@{)'\&WRSV DP X
GLG QRW FDUH IRU \D]JLULDQV 7KH 2/Y-|L\JN§9WU’ Fy, dEEHY rUREDW DéG OLF
WKHLU QDPHV DQG URXJK GHVFULSV\;IK ARNTRY i EXWDQWLD
WKHLU LPSDFW RQ PH q , ODVW SOD\AFH;GOGNVDDL}JQ)HPE%‘MHHN 5% zHoo DV, NQR

PLGGOH VFKRRO DQG QHYHU RZQHGR\FE8b wkH IHDWXUHV DQG WKHUH L\

Py

"Co

Comments on E&A #12 WKH HTXLYDOHQW RI $FUREDW ORVW 3')
GRQ W HY HERRFPIDYUNY RQ WKHLU IHDWXUH
Brazilian Interactive Fiction, Pt 2 - Pedro FDQ W WHOO LI WKH\ VXSSRUW HGLWLQJ

7KDW VDLG ZKHQ :LQ VXSSRUW 0QDC
GLHV QH[W \HDU , P ORRNLQJ DW VKLIW|
» KDYH SRNHG DW YLVXDO QRYHOV RRRpH MKIPQR WRDLEXY DQG KDYLQJ D VLGH

WKHP 7KH\ VHHP OLNH WKH\ G EH H{RHWOIFPSNREKRFRVLRQ ZRUN WKDW WDNF
JDPH VWRU\ EXW , NHHS FODVKLQJ ZLWK WKH LQWHUIDFH

Panhoca da Silva & Maira Zucolotto
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, GRQ W NQRZWHIW XFWXUH GHoQLWDRQQ\WBHRWKHU LQWHUHVWLQJ XQLT
EXW , KDYH KHDUG WKDW $FFHVV LV%D-U[NN-IOL\PBWGGV\U@XE‘CD_\FI'@!ENQREQ
PXOWLSOH DUHDV ,WV DGYDQWDJHV IRBRAOOQHW OHW WKDW VWRS PH IURP
X 6WURQJ *8, , GRQ W KDYH WR VSHPODWHFWRKBIQVFGLBWRLG SOD\LQJG&DOO RI

RUGHU WR VHW XS TXHULHV SUREDEO\ ZDQW WR SXW VRPH VHULRXYV
X ,W PHVKHV QLFHO\ ZLWK ([FHO IRUVREGHRRILHYVRVKIDSHG WKH ZRUOGEX|
X $00 LWV WDEOHV DUH QLFHO\ EXRKOOHEV. QWRZW&W PDGH WR WKDW

GDWDEDVMKDYAR YR GHDO ZLWK WKHP EHLQJ

VWRUHG RU HGLWHG HOVHZKHUM/lstmgtheRope#n Myles Corcoran
x , KDG D ELW RI WUDLQLQJ LQ LW3BUW RI PYK QRHDHUOHDWRLQ D EXQGOHV GL

HQRXJK WKDW DW OHDVW WKH LQVWRHDGG-WKM OHFPAEBXDGEOH WR WKH OLVW

&RQV RI $FFHVV LQFOXGH EXWWRQV DQG DQQRXQFHRWR KMHK R HR UC
X 9HU\ IHZ RQOLQH WXWRULDOV RUERGQGE DHHKDWWIRWHVWHQ DQ\ SUHYLRXV P
&RPSDUHG WB464/HWF k RI WKLY VPDOO EXQGOH KDV EHHQ L«

X OHQWLRQLQJ LW PDNHV GDWDE DEKX 8 HRISHD R /HF W XA\GKKWXBDYHQ W LQFOXGF
WKHLU QRVH DQG JLYH PH WKDW ZZHIFKGPOL \EW @R UV KLWKH FRVW RQ WKHI
WKDW PHDQV kUHDOO\"y 5HDUGLQJ KkRUJDQL]LQXBXHRAKDVHVY

X , KDYH $FFHVV DQG WKH\ YH VRVRGISH GRUHOWERQLRWRQWHQW DQG , PD
DV D VWDQG DORQH SURJUDP QHZX@BOWLRIQVKD QHWK@AIW R DQF Q RQ L IQW FKK H
DYDLODEOH LQ WKH VXEVFUL SW LIRXQQ SDFHNVD JHF V@ W P HPEEGIU WKDW kEXQG
ZDQW LWFK VWXIl y $00 o0OHV IRU JDPHV JR L(

X $FFHVVLQJ OLQNV LV PRUH WU R XFEIGHNR WH MUGHD § RWLH)IDUDWH k9LGHR JD
DQ ([FHO VKHHW 7KLV PD\ EH WYKGBHRUDMRHY 0\ HDUO\ EXQGOHV XVHG
GDWDEDVH VIVWHP DQG , QHHG WR UHVWUXFWXUH V

X ,WV KWLPHy oHOG LV DXWRPDWLFDODP MM HEWKR DGRFWRHQWY JHW WKHLL
WKHUH LV QR kKQXPEHU RI KRXUVVXEQRWENY RSWLRY GRFXPHQWYV JR LQ
VHSDUDWH IURP D GDWH ODNHV IROEBUGQDR Hh& § R WKHLNRBHW KR JIHWK
WLPHV DQG LI \RX JHW RYHU  KRXRNG kW DBXF QI P ¢ &VvIHWP K MQ DWFCHG W R
RQH WR WKH GDWH WKDW PD\ EPDOYSQLBEQHKVH7KIHQARZV VHDUFK RU PR
DUH ZRUNDURXQGV q HYHQ , FD(Q$dHQUH HMWMRDFQG LQGLYLGXDW JDPHV LI
ZRUNDURXQGW gEEXQWLFH WR KDYH BPWHHPENE ZKDW IROGHU WKH\ UH LQ
WKDW MXVW ZRUNHG ZLWK KK PP VV WU\ WR GRZQORDG DOO WKH 7753* F
7KH FRQV PD\ ORRN OLNH WKH\ R¥WXHOHKOMKWY BIURWWWLQJ WKH EXQGOH

EXW kHDV\*8)R DWH YHU\ VWURQJ IHIFWXUM ZQi®WH D JDPH GLVDSSHDUHG EHII

ZKLOH , P UHDOL]LQJ VRPH RI WKH IHWWXUHV , ZDQW DUH

PRUH FRPSOLFDWHG WKDQ , WKRXJKW 7KHSIRGWEYNGAH WKLQJ LV JHWWLQJ

EXQGOHV UHJXODUO\ UXQV LQWR VRPHEKQGOMNVDSSERDFK %XW , KDYHQ

WKLQN DQ\WKLQJ , ZDQW LV JRLQJ WK IUXN) RQW & HWWHW DLUFWR QIJHPHQW

UHTXLUHPHQWYV

Denizens of the Library #11 - Brian Rogers

In the Hall of Stone - Patrick Brady 5<&70 0\ HDUO\ ' ' GD\V ZHUH KHDY\ RQ

, KDG KDYH SUREDEO\ D ER[HG VHW[RORYDWLRRYBQA WUREOHP VROYLQJ V

EHFDXVH LW KDG ODQJXDJH WKLQJVZKPWLGVORWVGEHBH @G WWHLY DGYHQWXUH

VFULSW DW WKH WLPH WKH ZKROHPRXVNDES QXKRQUERRBVEBRMQWGLI %DG (YLO

HQGLQJ OHWWHUYV DUH GLIIHUHQW y PZRYVEMH P VQW RCHB Y KRORUGHVY RI JREOL

FRXOMRLWH ZUDS P\ KHDG DURXQG RREVG®DO\ YLFLRXV ELSHGDO ZKDWHYHU

DFWXDOO\ ZRUNHG EXW , OLNHG KRIRXQHUXIHRWMHKH %% (V DQG ZKRVH VHQW

ZRUOGEXLOGLQJ ZDV kKFRPLF UHOLHIy OHYHO 7KHVH DUH VR X
, KDYH QHYHU VHHQ LW SOD\HG XQQG KSQRMVYXWEHLAMHDWRUV RI D *KLE

LW PRUH REVFXUH QRZ WKDQ LW zZD¥DHAKBUI DUH QRZ

2 JLQN WR 5HGGLW GLVFXVVLRQ RULJLQDO YLGHR LV JRQH ,W V SUREDEO\
IURP RQH RI WKHLU SRGFDVWV EXW , KDYH QR LGHD ZKLFK
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$V VRRQ DV \RX KXPDQL]H WKH | DHPOHLQY PRGHQYWY DQG FUDFNV LQ LWV
QRZ \RX JRW D KXJH SUREOHP , VI QAWM R \DH | XWRH E/HKFDRSAHH

IDQWDV\ DGYHQWXUH .HHS PRQVWHUKHPFROJVW RRXWKH SLSH RUJDQ LV QRZ
jFDXVH \RX QHHG WR KDYH WKLQJWKALR RQBICSLSHRXHHIEEVUW IHZ QRWHV K
FLQHPDWLF DQG FDUWRRQ\ \RXjCD0D JORZH @J JRIRIE W DFVHWKH ORQJ GRUPDQ
NLOOLQJ PRQVWHUV 1 \RX VWDUDNQGIwOQY XHQWR

VLPXODWLRQ ZKHUH jZKDW LV WKI8KH 2DHQVFSIBGHB BREZBIUV WR XVH WK
"KDW LV WKH QDWXUH RI LQWHOORXNQF W RS 6 R QQLUIRIO ®RLPDOV DQG FKLO:
WKH\ KDYH D VRXO"j $QG OLNH \FPHORZGBR FH BWDLQQOHYHO Rl FRQVFLRXV
IDQWDV\ JDPH DQG QRZ \RXjUH L QFVRR) W/BRIOP REIOM UHPHPEHUV KHU JUDQGI|
QDWXUH RI RXU ZRUOG DQG H[LVWXOMULRKMWURWKWKH 3XSSHWHHU y DQG WEC

'H KDYH D JHQHUDWLRQ RI JDPHUYV fk"&”ﬁgﬁﬁ POBRPY ELWK KLV WX[HGR EHF
YLGHR JDPHV EHIRUH WKH\ GLVFRYHULE 753 8F2dEEPQRFHG DW KLV ZHGGL
KIDQWDV\ DGYHQWXUH JDPHy PHDOW RS WeH RRYSWHY WR EH D IDPLOL P
DQG UHVFXH WKH KHOSOHVV sULQFHVYEENABRIWVELEBIH KLV VXLW DQG
KH[SORUH WKH 0DQGV EH\RQG KxPDQPFRQWURE CFKFK\WrwH 2DONHG D2zD

ERWK FLYLOL]DWLRQV DQG GDQJIHU XgE 5r'MéhSce' R4~ Brian Christopher
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ y Misiaszek
‘H KDYH D ORW Rl JDPHUV ZKR OLWHUDOO\ FDQQRW
LPDJLQH KRZ D ZKROH VHVVLRQ ZLWKRXW FEPAR W YR POEY H[SODLQHG WKH
ZRUN :H KDYH JDPH GHVLJQHUV ZKROPBRGPIHARRGQHPPH 7KH SOD\HU FKDUD
KRZ g RU ZK\ q DQ\RQH ZRX0G SsoD\ BORQKp WMKH\ GLVFRYHUHG WKDW WKH P
DGYHQWXUH JDPH ZKHUH \RX GRQ WENH&IKPRYGFWRYGyLMALVRQHG WRU D F
VSHELHVY QRW DOORZHG DV D SOD\HBRPEHIWDb U Z KWW BN KEPIGU TR X QG SURF
ORRW DQG JR ORRNLQJ IRU ELJJHUZFRQNWHYUNCWRRNN B S WKH VHFUHW KLG
1R ZRQGHU ZH KDYH DQ HQWLUH ®DFWIRRY kit @ MOKHUIWUXWK DQG ZHUH DEC
ZKR LQVLVW WKDW JDPH V\VWHP GRRX9GH Pphbiy WHUH SHRDWRQ VKH GLGQ W PX
WKH\ DOO GR WKH VDPH WKLQJV 7KARRH YWXQRLEZDUHEHWRQVSLUDF\
WKDW DQ\RQH SOD\V 53*V PXFK OHVV KLMKRPMHMHIQPHBAP WKLY LQYROYHG D
53*V ZLWK D IRFXV WKDW V QRW kYEZRPW Qv R Q@ J HIUR R ¥ELBH MWD WHW U HD W
SODFH NLOO WKH GDQJHURXV UHVLBHIWAWP NG KY DVHY Ry SRR v7KH /DQV ZH
WDNH WKH WUHDVXUH UHSHDW y . o .
$V IDU DV , FDQ VRUW RXW WKHEﬁf%‘%*‘ﬁ‘if‘@"\ﬂ%ﬂ?%ﬁ%°%%F'z"a“'c"
SOD\ ' ' LQVWHDG RI YLGHR JDPHV DU®
X ORUH pH[LEOH FKDUDFWHU FUHDW®RQ g ORQYXQBRUDWBQG SXEOLVKHG D
DOORZV WKH IXO0 FXVWRPL]DWLRIQY W KODW DR M ZFROUN @R G D IHZ GHWDLOV |

ZLWK SHQ SDSHU LQ WKH UHVW WKDW V RQH RI WKH ZD\V
X <RX JHW WR UROO WKH GLFH \RXUWHWOR §RXWYGZRRKXOEGDQRU DQ RQJIJRLQJ FDF
DUJXH DERXW WKH UHVXOWYV EH DEOH WR VD\ kWKLY WDNHV SODFH DE

x *0 JHWV WR FUHDBMHOBRQVEXVWRERMHEKHUH \RX OHIW RIl DQ@RXI YRP WK
WR WKH JURXS V DELOLWLHV DQEHIQWHUBN® DV JXDUGV ZKLOH WKH ORF
LV EHLQJ UHQRYDWHG 7KH WRZQ LV XQ\

* V\m )
SH7KH UDQGFKLOG RI JXI&S)HVg XOH D ULYDO ORUG V IDFWLRQ@ \R

KUK ViH WrRXaKw 2HUH mxvw p ol USRI R WL iy woo sRvH DUk I
WU VR YE VU R et o pDEmKVLQJ D

WLPH ZKLOH WKH\ ZRUNHG WKH SHWDVVV\\;\B_'U%FBWFI[IL KV|_\|/HP.S RI SUDFWLFLQ.
KHU JUDQGIDWKIBUY VIV VR KHNAWHG PR I G ZRRG P\WWHULHV GRQ W

KLV SRVVHVVLRQV DOQG DOO\ ZHaW AWK FOHS 8Y
Q QG 0Q 1059 W GJLQJ WKH SOD\}
W RI GHWDLOV DQG \

Y H
EDVHPHQW ZKLFK KH G DOzZD\V IRU
= vHp S BT E RO BB

R

6KH 0QGV WKH SLSH RUJDQ LQ KRTQLE PN ARy UH WKDO kOD
VWDUWYV WR FOHDQ LW 2QH RI WKH WKIQOHU §h%IUVVH§HHD|J\J( VF\QIHYDWR SRUN 1
DQG DV VKH WULHV WR oW LW EDFN LTQWR SODFH UDFNV DO
WKH ZD\ GRZQ g DQ/GQWKRH QWAKHI®I ZLWK WKH
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VLQFH LI LW V QRW DOUHDG\ ZULWWHRH , 6D PRILQ DKFMHREHKW XH HHRIDPHYV QDPHC
WDNH QRWHYVY DV PRUH GHWDLOV FRRHHRRULDY E\ GLITHUHQW FUHDWRUV WZ

i . %ORRG vy DQG WZR QDPHG k+HLVW +HLVW
An Unlooked For Zine #11 - Lisa Padol ZD\V WR FKHEN KLV WKLV D QHZ FUHDWR

5<&70 &DJH RI 6DQG LV LQGHHG HDVRPRU VRR MPW WWPU WWLUHON GLITHUHQYV

QRZ WKDSMDFNLQJ WKH FDUGYV DzD\ L\WKbL WEAPAIHWSLRN/QH v v

WKDW LQGLFDWH ZKDW HDFK VWDFN LV GR®IXE RO RRWRWWEH FKHFENLQJ
FDUGV L@KQORGLQJ WKH WZR kvWIRI@H PPRXBQ®O\ , G OLNH WR 0QG D EHV

WKH FKDUDFWHUV GHFN FDUGV VRPHMKHPRHWKBOLWWYRUW ([FHO E\ WLWOH
EHWZHHQ XVHG WKLV VWDJH DQG Q MK URNIKEOULEBWS R H LWHPV ORRNLQJ
XQXVHG UHPDLQGHU RI GHFN , VKRXOG EH DEOH WR GLIITHUHQWLDW #

WKDW FRPER VKRXOG DOZD\V EH XQLTXH
&ODLPLQJ EXQGOMKIRMNHWILYV LV WKHAUFRHIRIME HUy oHOG WKDW EDVLFDOO\ IX

KWWSV__JUHDVIIRUN RUJ ARVEUL SWY,| pp i\ K

DXWRPDWHG DI MTXLUHV JRLQJ Y4Rrx| uHG *0 2SWLRQDO q 7KHVH GI

WKH KGRZQORDGY SDJH DQG OHWWLQJ WK WMFUSS W I XR WY o w En PDUN

ZKLOH IRU WKH ELJJHU EXQGOHV = gurEQHP LV | FDQ W KDYH MXVW RQH RI
JRU WKH VSUHDGVKHHW g WKDW \, {f§ &WEB'%JSM\U-HR@JDPHV *0 RSWL

WKH RQHV , KDG RQ *RRJOH GRFV DOV, BDGoHKEKNBRDURYR 0 apPHY  6H

VROR 7753*V. FDUGV GLFH EORFN WRAHHY, @ﬁﬁlﬁ'QERH RW KDYH D *0 QRW F+

SDJH FRXQW RI WKH 3)V DQG SODWIRWF Kk OBY Wb CHBNRVHQVH RiWe2% JDP

IDPHV W JRW WR EH WRR PXFK WRNHHS X5 £h P AV <iy +0 2SWLRQDO
GR ZDQW DOO WKDW LQIR LQ WKH GEW&)%%\QI—A

Going to be Ad-Libbed #10 - Avram Grumer x k*0 5HT <HV *0 25W 1Ry PRVW WWU
x k*0 5HT 1R *0 2SW <HVYy %2% JDPHYV

. G EHHQ GHEDWLQJ ZKHWKHU WR SLEN XS sliH QH 20 2 Sowv b B ypaVNRIQH

8PGDDAR WKH RQH KDQG , ZDV D ELW GUYREIREQYHWCORRNLQJI IRU RQH WKD
EHFDXVH , OLNH )DWH $FFHOHUDWHG DQG WKHUH V VR OLWWOH

FRQWHQW IRU LW DQG WHHPRMHOYV FOZRA WINQRZ ZKLFK WR XVH IRU VROR J
RI LWV VHWWLQJV , NQRZ QRWKLQYRBUYHEHSIRMAHSRREBYVHRRPH DUH kFDQ |
SOD\LQJ WKH RULJLQDW $RWVORRHEWXWRVH ZRXOG OLNHO\ EH *0 RSWLRQDO

SHRSOH ZLOO SOD\ DQ ROGHU VLPSORY PHOWRD 1RPWHPHERPY DOO WKH F

WKH PRUH H[SDQGHG VHWWLQJ *OD&AMWHKHDWKWKHEH DEHHVY WR 60D\ WKH =
DGGLQJ LQQRYDWLYH SOD\HU ZRUOGHXURWHWI KBDWWIURY 6WHDP DQG ZH KI
VKDULQJ

Accidental Recall #11 - Joshua Kronengold

5H 'DWDEDVH LQ ([FHO q , YH oRRNkastiMinute 8tufbc cHFLGHG
LW ZDVQ W TXLWH HQRXJK , FDQ W :LI|_)|§#§V|_I|-|\AH/HJ/-’ PSI;HUI%J%\ BHOXWH YLGHR
RU KRZ , GHFLGHG WKDW EXW , UH WR
IHDWXUHV WKDW , ZDQW WKDW ([FHOZR&® WV &R0 D $/Hi$m BW\Q BRW |RQHSUROW FL
PD\EH" 6RPH NLQGV Rl 0OWHULQJ" MRXUQDO GHGLFDWHG WR UROHSOD\LQJ
JRU WKH QDPH FKDQJHV *DPH 85HVNODMYWRUWYLHZYV LQWHUYLHZV DQG HJS
GHVFULSWLRQ VRPHWLPHV :KDWHY®HDWXBWSFHAWEXRIUMQOEBOHWRS UROHSO
YHUVLRQ LV LV FRUUHFW ROG YHUVLRW WRKKRX\O GHMHWX QE DWHDE WHG DQG LV
, P QRW NHHSLQJ WUDFN Rl ZKHQ V RRAHVRIOXEQ QEW, URRAUH
WULHG WKDW LW V D QLJKWPDUH ,DBWR GHGWRDOW MNREHMROEQWDHI HUV
, GRQ W QHHG 6R , MXVW QHHG DQ HDV\ ZD\ WR XSGDWH
WKH ROG GDWD ZKHQ DQ LWHP V LQIR FKDQJHV :KLFK
PHDQV , QHHG D ZD\ WR pDJ kKH\ \RX DOUHDG\ KDYH D
JPH E\ WKLV FUHDWRU ZLWK D VLPLODU WLWOH LV LW WKH
VDPH JDPH"y RU k\RX KDYH WKLV WLWOH E\ D GLIITHUHQW
FUHDWRU LV LW WKH VDPH JDPH"y RU k\RX KDYH WKLV WLWOH
FUHDWRU EXW WKH GHVFULSWLRQ LV GLIIHUHQW ZDV LW
XSGDWHG"y
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Primary Game System Keywords: Barrows & Borderlands, The ArduimeGrimoi
Secondary Game System Keywords: Original D&D, Advanced D& D dfreentations of

the Flame Princess

From the Edge of the Deep Green Sea

After fifty issues of Bugbears & Ballyhoo, | decided that it is time to retire théitleine

Fifty is a decent run (thirty-nine issueédanums & Excursicarsd eleven in E&A). Plus,
starting a new zine title with the thirteenth issue of this apa appeals to folkloric
superstition, whether boon or bane. But you are probably wondering less alvmgg re
WKH ROG WLWOH PRUH D E.RveNVI WKt WouVFigst, WHENntw KH Q
vibes with RPGs & fantasy. More importantly for me, the title is a tribute to my daughter
Emma. When she was in elementary school, Ems & her best friend liked to play
imaginary games while swimming. Usually, Emma & Isis would pretend to be mermaids
fairies. Playing in & around the pool, Atlantean themes came to the fore. Onie day
KHDUG (PPLH DVN ,VLV ":KDW VKRXOG ZH FDOO WKL
in temporarily, until they came up with a better name. Emma being autistgigook
OLWHUDOO\ XQGHUVWRRG KHU PHDQLQJ DV "$WODC
wanted to play their favorite poolside gam& KH ZRXOG VXJJHVW WR | F\
Atlantis for Nowmu & HOHV WH , GRQ-W WKLQN WKDW ,VLV HY}H

Otherwise, The Zine Remains the Same, containing:

X A Further Examination of Ardulortal to Adventure
X Appetite for Discussion: Comments on E&A #12

A FURTHERXAMINATION OFARDUINS PORTAL TCADVENTURE

In Bugbears & Ballyhoo #47 (E&A #9), | embarked on a serial revie®ldiG XL Q -V 3R
to Adventure, by Emperors Choice Games (Empcho). Issues 47 & 48 provideelhigh
overviews of this deluxe RPG box set, orienting the reader to the contents & their
physical qualities. Many readers of E&A have at least a passing familiarity with David

+ D U J U Dh¥ ArdJin Grimojreo | decided to continue the series by looking at a
component of the Portal that does not seem to have previously surfaced MaE&#w

7 D S Barxbws & Borderlands Box Set, Limited Editieriast two issues of B&B (#49

50; E&A #11212) surveyed the box set, described the physical characteristics of the first



volume of Barrows & Borderlandidefh & Mutanjs& described the gaming content of
Men & Magic. Now we move on to Volum@gychics & Sorcer@pgS).

The physical characteristics of P&S are effectively identib&ios Mutanfexcept
that Tapp selected different art pieces for the book & page the count is 51, inclusive of
the Open Gaming License. All illustrations are in black & white. The front cover piece is
the work of Michio Okamura; Grimoire Games used this drawing on page T4t of
Compleat Arduin, Book One: The RL&&3). Interior art is by Lavieille (probably the
nineteenth-century French engraver Adrien Lavieille), Wallace Smith, & others. The bac
inside cover illustration is also Michio, dating to 1992 & featurigarCompleat Arduin
as well. Most pieces are not individually credited. The contents of Vol. 2 alews.fol
x Spell Craft, p. 6
Counterspell, p. 7
Roll to Cast, p. 8
Critical Miscast, p. 10
Spell Tables, p. 15
Explanation of Spells, p. 18
Item Identification, p. 37
Psionics, p. 40
X Black Necromantic Rituals, p. 46
x Open Gaming License, p. 50

X X X X X X X

Spell CraftMuch of this section will feel familiar to those who know the OSR, with minor
variations. Casters, for instance, must be able to speak & have one (not two) hands free
to cast spells. Spell Craft also covers the format of spell descriptions, rangjendara

dice affected, magical research, & creation of magic items. Magicalrobsisdike that

of Original D&D or Lamentations of the Flame Princess; one must have access to a
study/laboratory worth 1,000 silver pieces (sp), & invest one week of time & 1,000 sp
per spell level. The researcher must roll under their prime requisite on 1d2@ed.succ

B&B does not assign a minimum experience level to create magic items, which | like,
the enterprise is subject to referee discretion as to time, money, & any special
components required. All potions & some magic items require a Starshard for
manufacture.

Counterspells & Magic Duel3his is my favorite section of rules so far because it
FDSWXUHV D VHQVH RI WKH ’ G X KCast&r4JdF thesbinpe Bdsd D Q W
(magic-user vs. magic-user or cleric vs. cleric) may declare a counterspell to disrupt or
GHOD\ D QR Wsgkell.UIhE Bodverdpel&f cannot have already cast a spell in the
same round that they want to counterspell. Once a valid counterspell is declared, the
caster level of the casters is cross-referenced on the Counterspell Chart. This yields
number, C, or R result. A number is the score that the counterspeller must meet or exce
on 2d6 to start the duel. Failure means the counterspell is ineffective ptimethhand.

Once an arcane duel is underway, the spellcasters are locked into the struggle & canna
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take any other actions. The following combat round, the original speltnasteconsult

the Counterspell Chart for the roll needed to prevent the counterspell. Thentineks

LQ WKLV ZzD\ XQWLO RQH RI WKH FDVWHUYV IDLOV WK
VXFFHVV RQ WKH FRXQWHUYVSHO O reflBgts th® spellFobtsv HV W
another target of their choice.

Roll to Castln B&B, using magic is dangerous. When a magic-user casts a spell, the
referee consults the Spell Complexity Table, cross-referencing theuseagi¢ FD VW H U
level with the spell level. The caster rolls 2d6. If the score may indicate iterefdi,

delay of 12 rounds, or a miscast. If a miscast is indicated, the magic-user must save
versus Sorcery or roll 1d100 on the Critical Miscast Table, which has some very nasty
results! It looks like these rules do not apply to clerics, although the rules ddiauity exp
preclude the idea.

Magic-user & Cleric Spell3he spell assortment for both classes resembles the many
varieties of D&D. Most descriptions are pithy, comprising as few two lines of text,
average four lines, & max out at 20 lines or so. On my first read of this volume, |
observed some contradictions & unhelpful omissions, although | cannot recall them just
now. The magic-user spells are organized under 12 levels, whereas clericasf@e

only seven levels.

Item Identification.B&B does not have a Identify spell to figure out what magic items,

let along exotic technology, does. B&B uses flowcharts instead. Aetharst have a

study or laboratory worth 1,000 sp in which to examine magic items or advanced
technology. For each turn (10 minutes) invested in examining the item, the ras#larche
1d10 on one of three charts according to the general type of item: (A) for magic items &
less complicated advanced technology, (B) advanced technology, & (C) artifalats.o

The result of the 1d10 roll moves the researcher to one of eight types of tiles in the
flowchart. If the result takes a character back to the Start tile or to a blank one, nothing
happens & the researcher is free to take another turn to roll again. Landing on the Finis
WLOH LQGLFDWHY VXFFHVVIXO (§)JHeQatkedIF DiNrevBaD R |
how well the item functions (broken to pristine), information about the creator, or the
LWHP-V SXUSRVH KLVWRU\ QRWDEOH XVHUV )DLO
researcher must wait a week before trying again. Skull tiles indicate a severe &ishap
the researcher must save vs. Devices or perish in the study/lab.

Psionics.In Firnum, psionically gifted characters are called psychics. Such may be
trained per the Psychic class or be a Wild Psion.

All characters get a Psychic Strength score by rolling 1d100 with bonuses for
Intelligence, Wisdom, or Charisma above 15. Psychic Strength functions as hit points fc
psychic duels. Psychic Strength must be above 100 to choose the Psychic class. Memt
of the Psychic class have an investment level of O (out of 6) in all psychic di&ciplines
begin play at first level with four points to make further investment in psychic dsscipline
There are 12 disciplines: telekinesis, telepathy, object/aura reading, mentat,assa
remote viewing, precognition, cell adjustment, dream travel, spirit channeling,
claircognizance, pyrokinesis, & living weaponry.
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Level 1 Wild Psions must roll under their Psychic S#Ed@ibn percentile dice to start
with a psychic discipline at investment level 1. A roll of 95 percent or higher can cause
the loss of Intelligence, Wisdom, or Charisma.

Use of psychic disciplines requires a roll-under investment level on 1d6 & precludes
movement during the activation round. Once activated, the psychic can move or attack
while maintaining concentration.

Psychic duels operate a little like magical duels, except the attacker secretly informs the
referee of their attack mode, whereas the defender informs the referee of theisdefen
mode. The referee cross-references these on a chart. A number indicates the number c
GV RI GDPDJH WR WKH GHIHQGHU: -V 3V\FKLF 6WRUHQ.
further damage goes directly to hit points.

Black Necromantic Ritualsr KLV YROXPH:-V UXOHV ZUDS XS ZLWK
closely guarded secrets on Firnum but anybody who is willing can learn & attempt a
necromantic ritual. This activity comes at considerable cost. Once a necromantic ritual i
cast, the caster is marked as a reviled necromancer & may not enter heaven or hell.
Good or neutral clerics lose their patron. Additionally, many rituals physically mark the
caster such that common folk & small animals recognize their taint & avoid any dealings
with the necromancer. The components, steps, & cost in hit points, experience, ability
scores, or worse vary with each ritual. Some losses are temporary, others areperma
Some known rituals are Skeleton Summoning, Inward Invultuation (a voodel}like sp
False Life, Army of Darkness, Black Heart of Ahthmon-Ka, Mummy Creation, The Secre
Rite of Lichdom, Creation of the Black Blade, Unholy Strength, & Draugon Summoning.

Tan gent timé wait, not me, | mean tangent time! For my birthday this month, |
purchased a set of paints from Army Painter. After bringing the set home, | decided to
see which mini(s) | should paint first. | think it will have to be this Gandalf lookalike from
Empcho:




This illustration was on the back of the plastic envelope that old Greyhame arrived in,
just the sort of detail for which Empcho is known:

GAMES & MINIATURES CORP

NOT SUITABLE FOR AGES 12 AND UNDER

That is a fantasized rendering of David Hargrave, creator of The Arduin Grimoire. This i
a terrific piece, very moody & well renderegfW H[HPSOLILHYV (PSFKR:-V D
& the way that they honor tradition in the Arduin product line, even as they innovate. Yo
see, since the releaseDfie Arduin Grimoire Volume IV: The Lost Griatdgast one of

the artists contributing to each Grimoire would include a representation of Hargrave in a
composition. It is cool to see Dave Bukata & George DeRosa keepingctice@live

forty years on.

APPETITE FABISCUSSIONCOMMENTS ONE&A#12

x Brazilian Interactive fictiotpart Il (Pedro Panhoca da Silva & Maira Zucolotto)
x Cowman Baloney Face #8 (Matt Stevens)

X J)LUHGUDNH Y0 @UBW)1 R

X Reddened Stars No. 11 (John Redden)

x Twisting the Rope #12 (Myles Corcoran)

x Age of Menace #249 (Brian Christopher Misiaszek)

x Cts on lastish (Clark Timmins)

x Attack of Opportunity #11 (Dylan Capel)

x Shiny Math Rocks #8 (Elf)



x Accidental Recall #11 (Joshua Kronengold)
x Computocracy (Jim Vassilakos)
x Convention: North Star 9 (Timothy Collinson)

Brazilian Interactive fiction? part II: Coracéo Acelerandb®998) (Pedro Panhoca da
Silva & Maira Zucolotto)! enjoy your essays on Brazilian interactive fiction. You two
keep the reviews balanced even when confronted with qualitiedli&e interactivityp
Please keep these essays coming.

Cowman Baloney Face #8 (Matt Stevensjatt Stevens! | am late to the party, but my
recent reading of older A&Es turned up something interesting (that E&Aers might have
discussed): you had compiled an author index for A&E a couple of decadeiglaifo,

As one who engaged in a similar but more focused project (Subject Matter Index of
Arduin/Hargrave Content in A&E), | certify you as a madman.

RYCT EIf: I am also on Tefflaame Your Town NPCs, Adventure Wrikeis not the sort
of thing that | want to have to think about on the fly, so | end up adding character name:
to town & adventure keys anyway. Name generators help.

JLUHGUDNH: -V +RDUG RKCT Clak®at-seéttifg-rich RPG products should
provide gameable information, hear, hear! | like your opinion abouhgaome tactics

that rival factions use against one another. This information is immediately useable at tf
table & a referee (or clever, manipulative PCs) could use the standard medarsdo

as a departure point. As Matt & | have both written, sometimes it is onerous to decide
what it is in the middle of a game session.

Reddened Stars No. 11 (John Reddelh)s great to see you in print again. Felicitations
on your successful surgery! | love the inspiration for your Face of God.

RYCTM, | also wished | had gotten into Arduin when | first heard about it, latesas it wa
(between 1988 and 1993; Hargrave had already died). Typo as a miscages. |
think I will yoink that.

Your scheme of having obvious buildings obvious to the PCs & keyed in advance, while
reserving others for future definition is sensible. | can see it satisfying refergei& pla
alike. Ice skating jokeshow about this one? | wrote on our ice skating white board,
‘Remember to channel your Ina Bauer!

Twisting the Rope #12 (Myles CorcoranjDont try to wake me in the morning.hat is
from ‘Asleep by The Smiths. Great song. | did have to look up the lyrics, however, as |
have heard it much less often than much of their catalog. Also musical regardence:
Stereolab is a terrific band. Good on you & Sam; thank you for the congramslat

Age of Menace #249 (Brian Christopher MisiaszeKhanks for the good wishes, Brian!
| hope the second installment of B&B review thish satisfies. Cute picture of Lauren & Cc

Cts on lastish (Clark TimminsRYCTM about player-facing Elarian history, | suppose
players have varying degrees of interest in that sort thing. | enjoy reading caseaylt
Is inspiring for historical developments in my own games.



Our peek behind Arduis Portal to Adventure continues thish, good sir! It will be a few
installments before | exhaust Barrows & Borderlands & tackle the Arduin nrategal i
box set, especially with my work on a special Arduin project for its fiftieth ezamye
next year.

Attack of Opportunity #11 (Dylan Capel)RYCTM, the PCs who want to start a are

both affiliated with the Church of St. Cuthbert, which has a meetinghouse & two mid-lev
clerics in Hommlet. The PCs intend to operate the hospital on a free basiatbyhe ne
threat of the Temple of Elemental Evil has hijacked those plans for the time being. The
hamlets reception of the Ironheart brothers plan was underwhelming to the PCs & their
player3 even the local clerics were puzzled at the concept of a hospital or its need. |
had suspected that the two clerics & druid in Hommlet had sufficient casting ability to
keep disease outbreak tamped down. It was just an intuition garnered from looking at
the number of spells that these NPCs could wield in a day & reading the AD&D (1e)
Dungeon Masters Guidgorobability charts for contracting disease or parasites. My
simulation corroborated my instinct, as it turns out. | will write up the simulation for a
future ish. Oh, the hospital idea also flopped because | do not regagh®ndk as

having a remotely modern medical sensibility & the PCs presentation was glecided|
‘ahead of their timep

Shiny Math Rocks #8 (EIfRYCTM on religion, treatment of the dead, & undead in
RPGs, yes to all that you wrote. In our AD&D campaign, | introduced the cbncept o
unburied human or humanoid bodies becoming restless dead (undeadebefdhe

lack of proper rites & divine propitiation. Part of the reason that | did this was cos a
player was grousing about howumb & uselegshe ceremongpell fromUnearthed
Arcanais® who needs a burial ceremony in an RPG, like? | put on my anthropologist hat
& asked myself,What are some of the reasons that people in the real world have
burial rites at all & what do they purport to addregs@ndeath, moving souls to the
afterlife, & others came to mind. My buddies really dug the sense of verisimilitude that
this brought to our game, although it had some freaky consequences once itstioé han
the Frog Leg Gang! They have, in fact, encountered the zombie of a former huling,
all the shock & breast-beating that that entailed. It was awesome!

Accidental Recall #11 (Joshua Kronengol@®YCTM on magic-users, did you really

read ‘mastenas ‘monstenor was it a typo? Hilarious in any case. Also cool. | would

like to run a world in which magic-users had to study under monsters for specific power
Excellent & weighty ethical conundrums would likely result!

ComputocracyJim Vassilakos) Thank you for providing the link to your zine

database. Like | wrote to you by email, | have started using it for my new Arduin project
RYCT E&A by email on June 20, 2026, what is the addiction? Gaming or apa
production?

Convention: North Star 9 (Timothy Collinsoriyorth Star Con? Go Sheffo (even if it is
hard to get to). | appreciate your convictions about the meanifig tife image of
God & creativity. | will check oSpark

Happy FathersDay!
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6FULEEOHYV DQG +F
+ X O\

E\ 6FULEEOH O

IRUYHU $QRQ

+RUURIL

,Q 7KLV ,VVXH
S 5XOH OXWDELOLW\ LQ 1RPLI

S 7TKH (QGOHVV %LUWKGD\ RI
S 5HDOP RI <ROPL 6HVVLRQ 5
S &RPPHQWY DQG (QG ODWW

5XOH OXWDELOLW\
'XQJHRQV 'UDJRQ'

,Q PRVW JDPHV SOD\ DOW
RQO\ 1RPLF DQG 'XQJHRQV
XQXVXDO WKRXJK QRW XQLT
SDUWLFLSDQWY WR FRQVWD:
PRGLI\ WKH IDEULF RI WKH J

7KH UXOHV RI 1RPLF DQG '
GLVWLQFWLYHO\ PXWDEOH \
RUGLQDU\ SOD\ SDUWLFLSD¢
HPHUJHQW FRPSOH[LW\ SURC
PXWDELOLW\ LV FUXFLDO WR

7TKHUH DUH PDMRU GLIIHUF
"' PXWDELOLW\ LV H[SUHVVI
FRPSOHWH DXWKRULW\ RI Wt
VFHQDULRY DQG UHVROYH VI
DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH ORJLF R
WKHLU EHVW MXGJHPHQW IR
PXWDELOLW\ LV HQIRUFHG W
UXOHV DPHQGLQJ SURFHGXU
YRWH SURFHGXUHV WR ZKLF
ULJRURXVO\ VXEMHFW

, ZDQWHG WR VKDUH VRPH
DQDO\WVHVY DERXW WKHVH WZ
PLQH , GRQYfW UHDOO\ KDYH
SDUDGLJP VKDWWHULQJ DUJ
DQG GHVFULSWLRQV PRVWO\

KHUH DERXW "' LV RI FRXUVH DS
ZDUJDPHV DQG 53*V HVSHFLDOO
).5 OHDQLQJ SOD\VW\OHV /LNHZ
LWV SHHUV LQ 'LSORPDF\ UHDO
GULQNLQJ JDPHV DQG WKH OLNF

$ JDPH RI 1RPLF LQ SURJUHVYV

W GRHV VHHP WR PH WKHVH W
NLQVKLS+, GR QRW NQRZ RI DQ\
SDSHU JDPHV VR HQWKXVLDVWLF
WZR

1RPLF LV DOVR PRUH REVFXUH
PLVXQGHUVWRRG DW OHDVW LQ
LW ZHUH PRUH ZLGHO\ NQRZQ OI
OHVVRQV DUH XVHIXO IRU WKLQN
VWUXFWXUH RI JDPH UXOHV LQ J
HVSHFLDOO\ WKRVH ZKLFK KDY
ZKDWVRHYHU

KLFK " '"

%\'XQJHRQV DQG PDRODRQAWHDQ
ZKDW , SOD\ WKH WKUWHHRULJILC
VXSSOHPHQWYV 7KH /%%V DPRXC
VRPHWKLQJ OLNH VDFUHG WH[W\
DXWKRUV ZHUH GLYLQHO\ LQVSL
QR EXW EHFDXVH WKH\ FDUU\ I
LPSHQHWUDELOLW\ ZKDW ODUFL

6D\ VR LI \RX NQRZ DQ\+,100 EH UH|

6FULEEOHY +RUURUV + -)



LQ ZKLFK LW GRHV QRW VXU’

$FFLGHQWDO JHQLXV , WKLC
W\ASH VWXII
KDW LV 1RPLF"

1RPLF LV 3% *DPH RI 6HOI ¢

LQYHQWHG E\ 3HWHU 6XEHU
RQ KLV ERRN RQ O/HKID @DIMLE
6HOI $PHQGPHQW $ 6WXG\ L
2PQLSRWI&KBQJIKH ERRN ZD
SXEOLVKHG LQ DQG LV D
6XEHUTV ZHE VLGN KV LDLON KX\ K
1IRPIPDNLQJ XS $SSHQGL]

~ PARADOX
" SELF-

AMENDMENT

PETER SUBER

6 XEHROMDGR[ RI 6HOFRRKEAQGAH
DZDUG IRU 8JOLHVW &RYHU ,PBJL

1RPLF LV GHVLIJQHG PRUH
WRRO WKDQ DPXVHPHQW W
GHPRQVWUDWH 6XEHUTfV SKL
WKH QDWXUH RI OHJDO DXWt
LI , XQGHUVADORD OWIDEY GRF

YJURP WKH HQGPDWWHU HVVD\ |
&DPSDLJQV DQ LQWHUHVWLQJ UH)
KWWSV _WUDYHUVHIDQWDV\ LWFK

7KH UXOHV IRU 1RPLF ZHUH ILL
'RXJODV +RIVW H DOGWHDWP P [EFRIIOQT &
6FLHQWLILF $PHULFDQ

6XEHUYV 1RPLF SDJH LV KHUH
KWWSVY OHJDF\ HDUOKDP HGX aSt

JUDQW DPHQGLQJ DXWKRULW\ W|
DPHQGLQJ DXWKRULW\"

$FFRUGLQJ WR IRUPDO ORJLF
VXSSRVHGO\ SPMPGCRKHF VOPH SU
DEDQ DQ RPQLSRWHQW *RG FUHI
FDQIWS ORIBVZKR FRXOGQIW FUHEL
URFN LVQIW RPQLSRWHQW EXW
ZRXOGQIW EH DEOH WIRO®RIW D L
LVQIW RPQLSRWHQW 'RHV D OH.
UHDOO\ KDYH WKH SRZHU WR UH
DXWKRULW\"

,Q WKH UHDO ZRUOG RI SROLW
NLQGV RI DPHQGPHQWY SODLQO\
DOO WKH WLPH ZLWKRXW GLIILF)
SDUDGR[ 6XEHUfV FODLP LV WKI
UHDVRQLQJ V\VWHP IRU GHDOLQ
LQFRQVLVWHQFLHVY SROLWLFDO

1RPLF WKHQ LV D WHVW FKDP
SKLORVRSKLFDO SUREOHPV RI O
SXUSRVH EXLOW WR UDLVH GLIIL
WKH QDWXUH RI UXOHV WKHPVHC

7KH ,QLWLDO 5XOHVHW IRU 1R|
UXOHV JRYHUQLQJ SODDQ@XPEHU
7KHUH LV QR LPDJLQHG VH

QR UROH SOD\LQJ QR UHIHUHH F
ZULWWHQ FRQFLVHO\ DQG ORJLF
H[SODQDWRU\ UHPDUNV 6RPHWL
PHFKDQLVP LV VSOLW XS LQWR V
ZKLFK FDQ PDNH LW GLIILEXOW V
PDNHV WKH UXOHVHW PRUH PRG:

5XOHV DUH GLYLGHGXMIVER KV Z
5XOAMQ EH DGGHG DPHQGHG R
XQDQLPRXV ODWHBPOWIREAA\
5XOAMQQRW EH DPHQGHG EXW F
LQWR OXWDEOH 5XOHV E\ XQDQL

4XLWH SRVVLEOH WKDW ,fP PLVUHD
GDQJHURXVO\ RYHUVLPSOLI\LQJ 6XEHU
GLG P\ EFB\DWDERWR| 6HOL$PHGERPNAW
ERRN
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VRPH UXOHV DUH KDUGHU Wi
UHTXLULQJ PRUH SROLWLED
PRUH LPSRUWDQW DQG IXQG
LQLWLDOO\ ,PPXWDEOH ZKL!
SURFHVV UXOHV DUH OXWDE!
VRPH Rl WKH PRUH GDQJHUR
H[ -XGJHPHQW :LQ E\ 3DUD

7KH PDLQ JDPHSOD\ ORRS
GHVFULEHG ZLWK WKH IROOF

Yor3€$Ya%<T@MN NC<GG <GC(
>GJ>FRDN@ JM?@Mt O<FD
OPMI <KD@>@ % PMIN H<T
NFDKK@? JM K<NN@?t <I1?
OPMIN H<T I1JO =@ JHDOOC(
KGT@MN =@BDI RDOC U@

%0 %0 %60

Y»Y %@ OPMI >JINDNON .
K<MON DI OCDN JM?@M" V:
KMJKJNDIB JI@ MPG@S$>Cx<
C<QDIB DO QJO@? JIt <I?
OCMJRDIB JI@ ?D@ JI>@ <
OC@ IPH=@M JA KJDION JI
0J JI@®N N>IM@ %o

5XOH VHWV WKH YRWH UHT
SURSRVHG UXOH FKDQJH WR
XQDQLPRXV H[FHSW DIWHU
FLUFXLW Rl WXGBM QBXM®HU X
HLWKHU WKH DPHQGPHQW
OXWDEOH UXOH RU WKH WUD
,PPXWDEOH BBH.QHV WKH ZL
ILUVW SOD\HU WR DFKLHYH

0DQ\ RI WKH RWKHU UXOH\
RUJDQL]H DQG LQWHUSUHW 1
5XOH GHVFULEHV WKH SURFF
ZKHUHE\ GLVDJUHHPHQWYV DI
RI WKH UXOHV DUH VHWWOH!
XGJH 7KH -XGJH LV VXSSOL

ELQGLQJ SDUDPHWHUV DQG FDQ
RWKHU SOD\HUYV

7KH PDOOHDELOLW\ RI WKH 1R
HQIRUFHG 6LQFH SDUWV RI WXU
SODWXMBW RSRVH UXOH FKDQJHV
SRLQWYV DUH DOORFDWHG IXUWK
FDQQRW JDLQ SRLQWV XQOHVV V
UXOH FKDQJH LV DGRSWHG*\RX ¢
WLPH RQH RI \RXU SURSRVDOV L

W LV FRQYHUVHO\ UDUHO\ W
SRLQWV ZLMHDWRWHRNWHS OD\HU TV
XQGHU WKH LQLWIFRMRBXEBWHW
HOVHYV SURSRVDO JLYHV WKHP
QRWKLQJ 7KH SOD\HUV DUH LQ I
XQWLO WKH\ ZRUN FRRSHUDWLYt
UXOHV /LNH 'LSORPDF\ VLPSOH
EURXJKW DOLYH E\ WKH FRPSOLF
LQWHU SHUVRQDO UHODWLRQ ,C
SURJUHVV DW DOO SOD\HUV PXV
DIDLOWYKW VLWXDWLRQ SUHVHQWF
5XOHVHW

OXFK RI WKH JDPHSOD\ RI 1RPL
FRPH XS ZLWK QHDW UXOH LGHD!
IHOORZ SOD\HUV WR YRWH IRU W
WKHVH SODQV XQUDYHO ,W¢YV Gl
$ VRFLDO JDPH PDVTXHUDGLQJ D

/ILNH "' WKH 1RPLF ,QLWLDO 5
FOXQN\ VRPHWLPHVY GHQVH DQC
I[UXVWUDWLQJ ,W VHH®PW IMDR GHF
""" ZKDWHYHU IL[HV JHW LPSOHP
EUHDN VHYHUDO PRUH WKLQJV
FKXUQLQJ SDWFKZRUN UROOHUF

(ODLQH 6FDUU2Q @ KBXWRRNG %HLQ
VDLG RI EHDXWLIXO WKLQJV HAYKIMWRK F
UHTXLUH WKH DFW RI UH SPA DWW @/ K [
ZHOO PDGH SHQ DQG SDSHU JDPH UXOF
UHTXLUH RQH WR SOD\ ZLWK LW
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, KLJKO\ HQFRXUDJH DQ\ S
DOO LQ JDPHV RI DQOQNWQBO/
5XOHVWWY D ZRUN RI DUW

5XOH OXWDELOLW\ LQ '

'XQJHRQV DQG 'UDJRQV VW
SDUWLFLSDQWY VKRXOG DGF
LQWURGXFWLRQ DQG WKH DI
SDUDJUDSK RI WKH ,QWURG X

OPIlhl gkYlh <gl <h E]ZdY/|
qQJPQ[ jPI YQZQj<jQ][h QZ«
IN jPgll D]]XYIljhe OP<j Qh-e
Z<W]g <hdIEjh ]N N<J[j<hs E
glZ<Q[ NYIrQDYIle h qQjP <
ZQ[Q<jkglh gkYlh jPls <gl C
Q[ GIhQO[Q[O s]kg Ja[ N<[j«
E<Zd<QOJ[s OPIs dg]pQGI jP
<g]k[G gPQEP s]k gqQYY Dk
hQZdYQEQjs ]g jglZI[G]kh E
JQZI <[G QZ<OQ[<jQ][ <gl j!
N<EiWghlqg GlIj<QYh E<[ DI <
“Y<qh” <YjlglG h] <h j] dglp
[la <[G GQNNIgI[j¥hQtkeqg Q][

7KH UXOHV SRVLWLRQ WKFE
D JXLGHOLQH IUDPHZRUN SL
PXVW EH DVVHPEOHG 7KHUH
NLQG RI JDPH ZKLFK FDQ EH
FRPSOH[+tDQG WKH IXQGDPH:(
WKLV NLQG RI EXLOGLQJ LV
LPDJLQDWLRQ«’

7KH UXOHV H[SOLFLWO\ DC
UXOHV DGGLQJ QHZ GHWDLC
H[LVWLQJ RQHV DOWHULQJ |
IRU WKH PXWDEOH DSSURDFI
3 WR SURYLGH FRQWLQXDO!
VLWXDWLRQV’

7KH $IWHUZRUG UHVWDWH"

OPIgl <gl k[fklhjQ][<DYs -
P<pl DII[ OY]hhIG ]Jplge 7PQ
glOglj jPI [IEIhhQjse hd<EI
dkj Q[ jPI IhhI[jQ<Yh J[Yse <
gQYY INjQZIlh P<pl j] DI <G
<[G PQh dY<slghe 71 P<pl <
Nkg[QhP <[ <ZdYIl Ng<Zlqlg.
hP]kYG DI D]jP I<hs <[G Nk
kgOl s]k j] gINg<Q[ Ng]Z qg
Qlilgdglj<jQI[h Jg jPI YQXI |
<Dh]YkjlYs <j < Y]hhe N]g I
N<[j<hjQEes <[G jPI DIhj gq<s
slk q]kYG YQXI Qj j] DI« <][C
jP<j q<$%s¥ee de AA!

+HUH LV DGGHG WKDW WKH DV
IURP HVVHQWLDOV LV SDUW RI W
DQG IXQD@MHLVWILEK EH WKH PDLQ
IRUFH RI WKH JDPH ZKLFK SXVKI
PXWDELOLW\ 7KH UHFRPPHQGHG
VHWWOLQJIQREWEWWEY IIRU FODUL
EXW WKH IDU PRUH IUHHLQJ 1IDQ
XQFKDUDFWHULVWLFDOO\ IULHQ!
GHFLGH KRZ \RX ZRXOG OLNH LW
PDNH LW MXVW WKDW ZD\ ~ 7KH [
FDXWLRQUJDQBPWLNQI D QRQ PXV
DSSURDFK WR WKH UXOHYV

KDW &RXQWYV DV OXWDELC

$UHQYW DOO JDPHV PXWDEOH
WR EH" <RX FDQ DOZD\V FKDQJH
UXOHV RI DQ\ JDPHV \RX SOD\ O
FRPPRQ WR IRUJHW UXOHV DQG
GLVFRYHUHG WR ILQG D JURXS |
SURFHHG 8VXDOO\ WKRXJK WK
VKHQDQLJDRXVRBIKHIUMIOHY DV Z|
7KH UXOHV GR QRW WKHPVHOYH)
NLQGV RI DOWHUDWLRQV 0\ GHI
PXWDELOLW\ LV WKDW WKH UXOF
GR LW
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5XOH PXWDELOLW\ LV QRW
KDSSMW®RV1IRPLF DQG "' LW L
FRPSRQHQW RI SOD\LQJ WKR
\RX QHHG D UHIHUHH WR UXC(
WR SURSRVH UXOH FKDQJHYV

"ULWLQJ 'RZQ 5XOH FKI

%RWK 1RPLF DQG "' KDYH
LQVWUXFWLQJ SOD\HUV WR =z
,Q 1RPLF ZH KDYH WKH IROC

Vu» A% G KMIKIN@? MPG
NC<GG =@ RMDOO@I ?JRI
<M@ QJO@? Jl%o A O
<?JKO@?tT OC@T NC<GG B
OC@ AJMH DI RCD>C OC@
J | %o

,Q'' WKH VHFRQG SDUDJL
,QWURGXFWLRQ GLUHFWHG
UHDGYV

« N s]kg gINIgll P<h zZ<G
jPl gkYlh <[G>]g j<DYlhe hQ
dI[EQY ¥N]g qP] X[lgh qPI[
E]hZ]h qQYY Z<XI jPQ[Oh h
<[G XIId jPI gkYIlh [I<gDs <l
fkQEX EPIEX ]JN h]lzZIl gkYI ]«
slkg Q[YO<24!2N QN | B!

,Q 1RPLF SOD\HUV ZULWH
EHIRUH LW LV LQ HIIHFW DV
RI WKH SURFHVV RI PDNLQJ I
SURSRVHG UXOH FKDQJHV FLC
WKH\ DUH ZULWWHAQL &R DIV LD
HVVHQWLDO IRU JXLGLQJ SO
ZULWLQJ GRZQ D UXOH LV D

, Q"' SOD\HUV ZULWH UXO
UHIHUHH KDV DOUHDG\ DOWF
DUH GLUHFWHG WR PDUN GR

‘ULWLQJ LV GRQH LQ SHQFLO LQ
FKDQJH DJDLQ 7KH ZULWLQJ LV
DQG SHUKDSV IRU VWUDWHJ\ EX
QHFHVVDU\ IRU WKH UXOH WR EH

"'ULWWHQ GRZQ UXOH FKDQJHYV
RQO\ DQ DLG+QRW GHILQLWH EX
KHOSIXO 7KLV UHIOHFWV WKH Z
DSSURDFK WR UXOH WKHPVHOYH
JXLGHOLQHV

5XOH YV ,PPXWDEOH 5X(

35 X0OH LVQIW SUHVHQW LQ W
EXW DV , XQGHUVWDQG WKH VHQ
YHU\ FORVH WR WKH LGHD WKDW
GHFLGH \RX ZDQW LW B@MXH-LSO
RWKHU WH[W LQ WXHKHJ®HIHH UHDHP H
LIQRUH DQ\ RU DOO RI WKH UXOt
SOD\ WKH JDPH 'GHWIKIHHGSULQFLS!
PXWDELOLW\ LV FORVHO\ WLHG X
RI WKH UXOHV LQ JHQHUDO 8QG
SRZHU ZKLFK HIITHFWV UXOH PXW
ZKLFK UXOHV DUH LQ HIIHFW DQ

, EULQJ WKH WHUP 35XO0OH =~ XS
LW ZLWK 1RPLFYV ILUVW UXOH Z
WKH RSSRVLWH VHQWLPHQW

Ya»Ya%$5G KG<T@MN HPN
<=D?@ =T <GG OC@ MPG
@AA@>0t1 DI OC@ AJMH D
<M@ OC@!| DI @AA@ >0 %o

OC@ IDOD<G @O0 <M@
RC@I@Q@M < B<H@ =«
IDOD<G @O >JINDNON

YVa» uSY s A YDHHPO<=G @
YHPO<=G@ %o

1RPLF WKH JDPH DERXW UXOH
VHWYVY DV LWV PRVW IXQGDPHQWIL
WKDW SOD\LQJ D JDPHORKBQV IR
UXOHV FXUUHQWO\ LQ HIITHFW 1F
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VXSHUVHGHVLRXWHKH ,QLWLD(
WKH KDUGHVW UXOH WR DPH

1RPLF LV WKXV """ LQVLGH
VNHOHWRQ RI JXLGHOLQHYV Z
IOHVKHG RXW E\ FUHDWLYH I
SDUWLFLSDQWVRVRMHLAFHVHR D1
SOD\HUV DUH WKH IOHVK\ SD
VNHOHWRQ DQG LI WKH\ ZLV
VWUXFWXUH PXVW EH PROWE
SOD\ ZLWK WKH UXOHV LQ 1
SOD\LQJ DIJDLQVW WKH UXOH

20H WURXEOLQJ DVSHFW F
FDQ EH UHIHD EBHSE KBV, QLWI
5XOHVHW BURVHUV DUH QR O
WR DELGH E\ WKH UXOHV RI "

TKHUH LV QR VXFK FOHDU
,WITIV QRW FOHDU WKDW D 5H
DXWKRULW\ VR WKRURXJKO\
SDUDGLJP SHIHUHH UXQV WI
ZKDW WKH UXOHV DUH DQG K
GLVVROYHG 6D\LQJ DQ\WKL(
ZLOO UHTXLUH JHWWLQJ GHF
KRZ FXOWXUHV RI SOD\ DIIHF
UXOHV WH[WV VR , ZRQTW JI

5HDVRQV IRU &KDQJLQ.

$V ,1YH VDLG EHIRUH LQ 1
HQIRUFHG \RX FDQQRW SOD
PDNH FKDQJHV ,Q '' PXWDE
DYDLODEOH D VHW RI WRRO
XS 7KH GLIIHUHQFHV EHWZH
LQ WKH NLQGV RI UXOHV PXV
IUHTXHQWO\ HQJDJHG LQ ,Q
JRLQJ WR GHVFULEH D IHZ G
PXWDELOLW\ DQG KRZ WKH\

SOD\DELOLW\ OXWDELOLW\

&KDQJIJLQJ WKH UXOHV WR
PRUH LQWHUHVWLQJ RU UXQ

DFFRUGLQJ WR VRPH RWKHU JDP
OLNH VLPXODWLRQ

([DPSOHV DERXQG LQ '' FRPEI
LOQWHUSUHWDWLRQV KRXVH UXO
DELOLW\ VFRUHV WXQLQJ PRQV\
IRU EDODQFH UHDVRQV GHYHOR
DFFRXQW IRU SOD\HUV WU\LQJ Q

1RPLF LV IXOO RI WKHVH DV ZF
ILUVW UXOHY DGGHG LQ QHZ 1RF
LQ DUH FOHDU YRWLQJ SURFHGX
FODULILFDWLRQV

'LHIHWLF 5XOH OXWDELOLW\

'LHIJHWLF UXOH PXWDELOLW\ R
LV PDGH LQ RUGHU WR KDYH WK}
PRUH IXOO\ WR DQ LPDJLQHG ZR
H[HUFLVHV WKLV NLQG RI PXWDE
JHQHUDOO\ GRHVY QRW EHFDXVH
DQG 1RPLF GRHVBRWWPRVW RI WK
RI '' WDNHV SODFH ZLWKLQ WKL
UXOHV WKHQ HQJDJH LQ D GLD(
IDQWDV\ ZRUOG ERWK FUHDWLQ
ZLWKLQ LW 7KH ,QWURGXFWLRQ
UHSHDWHGO\ H[SUHVV WKH GHVL
VLWXDWLRQV VSDUNHG E\ SOD\}F
LQLWLDWLYH 7KHVH QHZ VLWXD
VLWXDWLRQV LQ WKH LPDJLQDU\

7TKHUH LV QR IDQWDV\ LQ 1RPL
YHULVLPLOLWXGH WR GHIHQG 7|
I1RPLFTV UXOHV LV QRW D PHDQV
TXLFNHU RU PRUH IXOO HNMSHULFE
WKH H[SHULHQFH 1RPLF RIIHUV
1RPLF LV QRW EHWZHHQ 30D\HU
OLNH LQ RWKHU JDPHV QRW EHYV

,QLWLDOO\ DW OHDVW /RWV RI 1RF
LPDJLQDULHY ZKLFK DSSURDFK VWDWX
6XFK PDWHULDO LV XVXDOO\ IHRMPUUHO\
UXOHV ZKLFK WR PH DW OHBEKWW PDNH
SUHDO JDPH" LV VWLOO VHWWLRWOHVYV
RI 1IRPLF LV SOD\HUV DQG UXOHYV
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)DQWDVWLFDO OLNH LQ " " I
DQG 30D\HU

%RWK JDPHV LQ FRPPRQ S
ZKDWHYHU \RX ZDQW~ EXW E
UHVWULFWLRQV " " E\ HQIRU
LQ ZKLFK WKH DFWLRQ KDSS
WKH RSSRVLWH

*RQIR 5SXOH OXWDELOLW\

*RQ]JR UXOH PXWDELOLW\ L
LQWR VRPHWKLQJ EL]DUUH R
ZKDW ZLOO KDSSHQ 7KH :LN
1RPLF OLVWV D UHDOO\ WUH
GHVFULELQJ RQH SOD\VW\OH
RI WKURZLQJ ORJLFD,0ZRIXQG
VD\ 1RPLF KDV WKH HGJH RQ
1RPLF 3QHZ DQG LQWHUHVWL
HYHU UXOHV GHILQHG ,W LV
WKDW HYHU\ SOD\HU FRPSOL
EHIRUH WDNLQJ D WXUQ RU
PLQG EHQGLQJ RIILFLDO KLH
RYHUODSSLQJ SRZHUYV

, Q' " WKH UHIHUHH PD\ YH
ZLWK YHU\ VWUDQJH ZLOG
EXW WKHVH DUH RIWHQ LQ V
PRQVWHU RU VLWXDWLRQ LV
HISHFWHG E\ WKH UXOHV HQ
PHFKDQLFVY WR EH GHYHORSI

-XGIJHPHQW DQG WKH 5

1RPLF GRHVY DFWXDOO\ KD"
D SDUWLFLSDQW ZKR PDNHYV
WKH VFRSH DQG LQWHUSUH!
-XGJH %RWK ' " DQG 1RPLF K
35X0OLQJV 1RW 5XOHV" PDQW

KWWSY OLVWY HOOLSVLY F[ DUFEk

VV PVJ KWPO

7TKH -XGJH LV DQ LQWHUHVWLQ
EHFDXVH WKH\ KDYH ZLGH DXWKI
UXOHV LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ EXW
XQDQLPRXV YRWH IURP DOO RWK

IJLNHZLVH PXWDELOLW\ PLJKW
HQWLUHO\ LQ WKH KDQGV RI WKF
QRW LQ FRQWURO RI ZKDW VLWX
DERXW WKH UHIHUHH LV EHKRO(
ZRUOG DQG WKH JDPHVWDWH GH
ZLOO FRQWLQXH WR SURGXFH QF
QHHG DGMXGLFDWLRQ $V SOD\H
ZRUOG WKURXJK WKH UXOHV WK
EDFN RQ UXOHV LQWHUSUHWDWL
EULQJ XS SRLQWV RU FODULI\LQ.
SXVK WKH UHIHUHH WR HQDFW U
WKH SOD\ DW WKH WDEOH ,Q '
FROODERUDWLYH HIIRUW DOWKF
DV\PPHWULFDO RQH

8QIROGLQJ *DPHV DQG 3D\

%RWK JDPHV VWDUW VLPSO\ D
LV D VHQVH WKDW DQ\WKLQJ LV
FRVPRV RI SOD\DELOLW\ LV ZLWE
\RX WLQNHU KHUH DQG WKHUH ¢
OLNHZLVH FKDRWLF ZKLFK LV W
I[UHTXHQWO\ IHDWXUH DZIXO JDP
ERWK WKLV LV EHVLGHV WKH SRI
SOD\WHIDWR WKHVH PHFKDQLFDO °

SURFHVV LV PRUH LPSRUWDQW
7KHVH DUH H[SHULHQWLDO JDPH
HIFLWHPHQW LV WKDW WKH SOD\
ZKDW NLQGV RI WKLQJV ZLOO EH

7ZR WHUPV FRPH WR PLQG WR

2QHXIMROGLQD WHPWP IURP WK
(IWUD &UHGLWYV ZRK WXIEWMLQLG HR
*DPH :K\ :HLUG *DPHV %HFRPH ¢
+LWWQ XQIROGLQJ JDPH LV RQH

(fIWUD &UHGLWYV 9LGHR
KWWSYV 77zZ \RXWXEH FRP ZDWFK"Y SW
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PHFKDQLFV RU V\VWHPVY DUH JDPHV GHDO ZLWK RQERDUGLQJ
XVXDOO\ UHFRQWH[WXDOL]Lt PLIJKW EH DQRWKHU HVVD\ WKRX

7KH RWKHSDWHDUPRKDBK , <
IURP WKLWBURERDUWK FRPG
3DWDJDPLQJ GHVFULEHV D Z
JDPH GUDZV RWKHU JDPHV L
GXQJHRQ PDSBQGJFRPEDW
VLPXODW DRO@ ADPHVOH PDLQ)
DQBQ RYHUODQG WUDYHO JC
JDPHV DUH IDLUO\ VHSDUDEC
VWULNLQJ SRVLWLRQ ' ' WDN
VHWV LW DSDUW IURP RWKH!
WKHVH WRJHWKHU

7TKH SUDFWLFH RI SDWDJDI
LQYROYHV EULQJLQJ PRUH D
RI JDPHV LQWR WKH PL[ 1HH
MRXVWV" 8VH WKH MRXVWLQ
IO\LQJ FUHDWXUHV" +HUHYV
V\VWHP 1HHG WR JHW LQIRU
GXQJHRQ" +HUHYV IDQWDV\ L
SOD\HUV SXOO IURP DOO NLC(
ODZV LQ RUGHU WR DFFRPSC
LQ D PLVK PDVK RI GLITHUHQ
RSHUDWLQJ DOO WRJHWKHU

5XOH OXWDELOLW\ LV LPSF
RU XQIROGLQJ VLQFH LW DO
PLPLF RWKHU JDPHV ,W DOO
ZKLFK SOD\ RFFXUV WR VKLI'

&RPPXQLW\ DQG &RQWI

)LQDOO\ ERWK 1RPLF DQG
GHYHORS D FRPPXQLW\ RI SC
ODUJHO\ EHFDXVH WKH VWR
UHTXLUHY LQYHVWPHQW $ U
FRPPXQLW\ SURMHFW 7KHUF
FDQ EH VDLG RQ WKLV HVSH

6LU 'XFNODVV )HQZLFN
RGG WKUHDG PD\ UHTX

ORXMWNSY RGG SURERDUGV FR
DPHY HOJDJLOQJ GLYHUVH OHJHQGI
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JJH JIO@ION
7KH (QGOHVYV %LUW

.D]]JRR WKH :LVH

7KH (QGOHVV %LUWKGD\ 3I
'LVHV D JURWHVTXH PRQXPH
DEVROXWH SRZHU 7KH FRUS
SKLORVRSKHUV IURP GLVSDL
'LVH ODUWLQ 7UHQFK 20L )
BORRS KDYH EHHQ H[KXPHG
SODFHV EURXJKW WR D FUD
VWLIIO\ DURXQG D WDEOH D
LQ D SKLORVRSKLFDO GLDOR
RI LPPXWDEOH URW 7KH GLE
SURJUHVV IRU PDQ\ FHQWXU
TXHVWLRQLQJ DQG VSHFXOD
LOQWHUUXSWLRQ

7KH 'LDORJXH LQ 3URJUH"

7TKH LQWHUORFXWRUYV ZLO
FRPHVY LQWR WKH URRP DQG
DQ\RQH EXW WKHPVHOYHV 7
FRUSVHVLQ QR ZD\ DOLYH
DFWLYH $WWHPSWV WR DWW
PHHW QR UHVLVWDQFH 7KH
FRQWLQXH XQWLO DOO RI Wt

,QFOXGHG RQ WKH IROORZ
WUDQVFULSW RI D VQLSSHW
SHUKDSV WKH ELW ZKLFK \R
KDSSHQV WR ZDON LQ RQ UL

VKRXOG EH UHDG YHU\ VORZO\ L
GURQH 2WKHU VQLSSHWYV FDQ E

7TKH FRQYHUVDWLRQ JHQHUDO(
IHZ PRQWKY EHWZHHQ .D]J]JRR 7Ut
.D]]RR )RRSV ODUWLQ 7UHQFK R’
KDV TXHVWLRQV DERXW RQWROR
HSLVWHPRORJ\ 20L )RRSV LV FR
DHVWKHWLFVY SROLWLFV DQG K
WKHRORJ\ 20L LV DOZD\V DVNL
'"HPLXUJH .D]J]JRR LV FKDUDFWHL
FLUFXPVSHFW SRNLQJ KROHV LC
ZLWKRXW PDNLQJ PDQ\ KLPVHOI
FKDLU URWWHG RXW IURP XQGHL
KXQGUHG \HDUV DJR VR KH UHPI
RFFDVLRQDOO\ JURDQLQJ 2QH
.DUO 60RRSTV SKLORVRSK\ ZDV (
WKDQ WKH RFFDVLRQDO JURDQ C

'K\ LQ *RGYV QDPH 7KDFNHUDF
7HUULEOH VHW XS VXFK D GLVS¢
3HUKDSV LW LV VLPSO\ EHFDXVH
QRW RXW RI D UHDO ORYH RI ZLV
QRZ ORQJ JRQHQDBG Q& WR WLV K G
.D]]RR WKHQ&¥XUHV DV D KDUPO|
XQVHWWOLQJ ODQGPDUN

<RXQJ SKLORVRSKHUV KDYH R
YHQWXUHG WR DXGLW WKH GLDO
KRSLQJ WR JDLQ VRPH ZLVGRP L
SDUWLDO WUDQVFULSW ZDV HYH
ODWFKVWLFN\ DV SDUW RI KHU 3
RI .QRZLQJ 1HZ (SLVWHPRORJLH
ORLFHV ~’

,Q JHQHUDO WKRXJK WKH GLE
DQG DEVWUXVH RI QR JUHDW LQ
ZKR NQRZ WKDW LW LV WDNLQJ S
DUH PDLQO\ FRQFHUQRG@LWK Jt}
ZRUN SXEOLVKHG DQG UHJDUG L
+LVWRULDQV RI SKLORVRSK\ FRC
WR EH SXUH DQDFKURQLVP XQZI
VWXG\
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@NNDJI @KJMO
(VFDSH JURP 6SHFL

2SHUDWLRQV &RPS

+HUH LV D VHVVERDQDAMHBRUW
<ROBDPH , UDQ UHFHQWO\ 7
WKH VFHQDULR ZDV WR EHJL
XQGHUJURXQG FRPSOH[ DQG
VXUIDFH 7KH 5HDOP RI <ROF
IDVFLQDWLQJ JDPH

'HHS ZLWKLQ WKH FRPSOH]
RQ &U\RVOHHS SRGV RSHQ
ZDNLQJ IURP LQGHILQLWH °
DGYHQWXUHUV HDJHU WR
RSHQ DLU«

'LRUDPD -R®RLWWLDQD 0XOFFk
JRRWPODXHUQ =DB®R®DUDPRQG
OLFURRRO/DWHU MRLQLQJ WE
BKXQW 2UJBHQWID\QN D QW

7KH SDUW\ EHIJDQ ZLRIKWXI
FRPSOH[ SODVWHUHG WR WK
ILQGLQJ ZKHUH WKH\ ZHUH R

7KH SDUW\ FOLPEHG WKURXJ
ZHVWZDUG UHYHDOLQJ D UR
FRQWDLQ DQ LPPDFXODWH U
GHVFHQGHG LQWR WKH URRF
DQG WKH FDU ZDV UHYHDOH(
LOOXVLRQ SXW XS E\ DQ 2PH
VXEPDFKLQH JXQV DQG D SK

7KH RPHIDFURQ ZDUQHG DJC
DVNHG IRU DXWKRULWDWLYH
HQJDJH LPPHGLDWHO\ HQDE
GRZQ WKH ZHVWHUQ SDVVDJ

7KLV PDS RULJLQDBIOGXGUDZQ
FDPSDIWHSXUSRVHG KHUH

7KH EHHSLQJ VRXQGV RI WKH RP
JURXS Rl KHDYLO\ DUPRUHG 7U
KRZHYHU ZKR LPPHGLDWHO\ FKEC
WR D RQH RQ RQH XQDUPHG FRP
HDWHQ

4XHUQ =DGRNL URVH WR WKH FK
JRRG ILIJKW EXW ODFNLQJ WKH
DQG FKLYDOULF PLOLWDU\ SURZ]
XS WR WKH PXVFXODU IRH

ORYLQJ
VRXWK DV
WKH 7UXH
2QHV
IHDVWHG
WKH SDUW\
ZHQW XS
DOQRWKHU YHQW LQ KRSHV RI UH
ZKLFK WR PRXQW WKHLU HVFDSH
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ZHUH *DOLFV KRUULI\LQJ C
ZKLFK UROOHG D B®IULHQGOV\’

8SRQ GHVFHQW WKH *DOLFV
PHHW WKH SDUW\ DQG JDYH
XQKHOSIXO VHHPLQJ DGYLFF
WR PDNH WKHLU HVFDSH 7K
VKDNH KDQGV :KHQ VKDNLOQ.
KDQG RI *DUDPRQG D JDOLF
1LQH UHIXVHG WR OHW JR D(
KDUG WKDW *DUDPRQGYV DU
$W WKLV SRLQW WKH JDOLFV
XSURDULRXV ODXJKWHU WKH
WZLWFKLQJ OXUFKLQJ WRZC
RZQHU DJJUHVVLYHO\ DQG V
VLPSO\ PDGH D EUHDN IRU L)\
HDVWZDUGV 7KH QHZ PHPEH
SDUW\ 6KXQW JUDEEHG WK
IOLJKW LQ FDVH LW PLJKW E
WKH JDOLFV GLGQYW PHDQ P
SXUVXH

$W OHQJIWK LW ZDV GLVFRYH
DPELIJXRXV SDUW RI WKH PD:
QDYLIJDWLRQ LQ WKHLU IDYR
SX]]JOHG DW KRZ WR SURFHH:
1R SDWK VHHPHG WR WDNH V
WR JR

7KH\ FRQWLQXHG QRUWKZDU
PROH OLNH 6QHWV ZKR RUG
WKHPVHOYHV LQ IHDOW\ WR
'LVV 7KH SDUW\ VLPSO\ WXU
EDFN

7KH SDUW\ UH FKHFNHG WKH PD S
DOQRWKHU VHFUHW SDWK RXW W
$V D MRNH WKH\ WLHG *DUDPRQ
KLP IRU WKH *DOLF WR VKDNH 7
UXVH GHOLJKWIXO DQG GLG QRYV
DV WKH SDUW\ VFUDPEOHG XS W
ZRXQG DURXQG IRU D ORQJ ZD\

$W OHQJWK WKH SDUW\ IRXQG W

FDU ORW UXQ E\ D VROLWDU\ 5H.

WKHP D ORZ HQG PRGHO IRU L

SDUW\ EDONHG DW WKLV KH RIIt

SODQ DW UPRQWK RYHU PRC
ZHUH QRW UXQQLQJ ZHO
'LRUDPD KLW LW ZLWK W
QXQ FKXNV 2QH WKH VH
RI FRPEDW 2VWLDQD VKR
RXWULJKW

7KH SDUW\ IRXQG
RQO\ UXVW\ FDUV
WKHUH EXW QRWLFHG
EDQN GHSRVLW
ER[HV LQ DQ DGMDFHQW URRP I
ZKLFK WKH\ UHFRYHUHG
&KURPLNV *DOLNYV
5XSQLNV  *HPV ZRUWK U
U DQG U DQG D VXLW RI
PHFK DUPRU

.QRZLQJ WKH\ ZHUH FORVH WR W
H[LW WKH SDUW\ TXLFNO\ PDGH
WKHLU ZD\ SDVW D WUHDVXU\ UR
GHIWO\ HYDGLQJ VRPH *DPEOHU\
VWUDLJKW LQWR D FRQIHUHQFH
LPPHGLDWHO\ EHJDQ KDUDQJXLC
NLQGV RI DJJUHVVLYH QRQVHQV
NHURVHQH VSODVKHG DURXQG D
2UJDQPDQ FDXVHG HQRXJK RI D
SDUW\ FRXOG HVFDSH WR WKH H
DLU ZLWK WKHLU WUHDVXUH 7Kt
D VXFFHVV

6FULEEOHY +RUURUV + -X



6FULEEOHYV

+RUURUV



&RPPHQWYV

, KDYH QRW NHSW XS SURSH!
EXW WKDQN \RX WR DOO ZKR

JLQH
ZLOO WU\ WR EH EHWWHU L

(QG ODWWHU

(YHU\WKLQJ LQ WKLV JLQH LORF
QRW FRQVHQW IRU DQ\ SRUWWF
WUDLQLQJ GDWD IRU DQ\ //0
GDWD KDUYHVWLQJ RSHUDWLI
GHGLFDWHG WR DUFKLYDO SUF}
SRUWLRQ RI P\ ZRUN DV SDU
*HQHUDWLYH $, LV DQWLWKHWL

6FULEEOH 0 +RUURU 3VHX
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Recap from E&A #11, AoM# 248: By 7:30 p.m. on August

12th, 1933, Mazorra stands on the brink. A disastro us
shootout inside the Director's Manse has left the P orra
divided and trapped with Machado's body double.

Elsewhere, the Investigators pursue separate crises across
the asylum. ElI Rey has seized La Oficina, El General
commands a loyal patient army, and radio reports wa rn that
an angry anti-Machado mob is marching on Mazorra. T he

fate of the institution may be decided before dawn.
Key Events:

6:30 pm El General speaks to his Grande ArmZe

7:30 Ultimatum delivered to the DirectorOs Manse.

7:45 Lt. Cordero makes the Mazorra Vault offer.

7:50 Cordero/Gandia Pact struck.

7:55 Descent to the Vault begins.

8:00 Aeroporto Mob arrives (see upcoming AoM #251)
9:00 El ReyOsultimatum expires while the vault expedition
is still underground.

~9:20 to 9:30 MazorraOs treasure Vault opens, the V
Doom Clock starts, & Claudio Othe Mute® acts.

ault

Tonight, you are the Wall!
(CEsta noche tce eres el muro!")

By 6:30 p.m., OGeneralO Professor Gaspar Olivares,  aka El
General and la Espada de la Corona , has transformed the

eastern grounds of Mazorra into something between p arade
ground and mass delusion made operational.
Years of harmless drills now prove useful. More tha n six

hundred male patients stand in rough ranks along th e
main east-west Avenida clvarez-Cerice Others are
stationed at the railway corridor, and approaches t o La
Oficina, M1 and M12 They wear hospital whites, work
jackets, straw hats, scavenged belts, and coloured laundry



|
sashes used as insignia. Brooms, rakes, shovel hand

les,
and crutches are wielded like rifles. A few of his select men
even have those.
In the failing light and rain, with hundreds of fac es fixed
toward the gate, it looks almost like an army from a military
painting done by Horace Vernet, or fdouard Detaille.
Olivares stands on an overturned laundry cart, whit e coat
belted with a red sash. One hand rest briefly insid e his coat
before he extends it toward the closed gate.
CBoldiers of the Crown. Soldiers of the Mazorra! Beh  ind

you are the sick, the hungry, the children, the
frightened, and those who cannot understand why the
world has grown loud. Before you is the gate. Beyon d
it come men with anger in their mouths and fire in their
hands. Some seek justice. Some seek brothers and
sons. Some seek only what they can steal. Or burn.

OWe will not strike first. We will not chase rumour ~ s. We
will not abandon formation. A broom handle held wit h
discipline is worth more than a rifle held by a cow ard.
A gate held with courage is worth more than a palac e
taken by thieves.

OEIl Rey speaks for judgment. | hold the ground. You
will obey your marshals & captains. You will protec t
the wards. No Porra man escapes through our lines.

No mob enters among the helpless. Prisoners are
seized, not beaten. The wounded are carried, not
trampled. Those who surrender live to be named.O

Rain runs down his face. For a moment the old profe ssorOs

voice softens.

OYou have been called mad. Tonight, be orderly. You
have been called useless. Tonight, be necessary. Yo u
have been locked behind walls.  Tonight, you are the
walll O

Then, louder over the sudden roar of cheers:

OAn army of men is not made by their weapons. It is
made by obedience, courage, and the refusal to brea  k
when lesser men run. Hold fast, my soldiers. Histor y
is watching through the rain.O

El General leaves his cheering men and returns with a

phalanx of OMarshalsO to his command post: the four th-
floor M1 boardroom. From there, using runners, sign al
whistles, hand flags, and commandeered telephones, he
exerts steady if delusional control. His orders are
Napoleonic, grandiose, but his Marshals understand the
practical meaning: hold the gate, watch the tracks, stop
looters, protect the wards, and do not strike unles s struck.

El General®s Grande ArmZe

Gaspar Olivares OGrande ArmZe de la MazorraO is div ided
into two main battalions, two smaller reserves, & a Labour
detail.

Unit # Position Function
Battalion I 240 Main gate, Boyeros Blocks the airport mob, form:
Gae Guard Road approach ranks, man mobile barricades
. . Railway platform, Controls train access, watche
Battalion II: -
. ~180 service spur, east for Porra escape or arme
Rail Guard )
road arrivals
Mobile Between M1,La  Carries messages, plugs gap
Reserve ~40 Oficing, stables,  escorts  VIPs, reacts t
and laundry routes breakthroughs
Female Dept.
Guard pavilions B, C & D; Block _ entry, protect the
~60 - = ..’ vulnerable women, Children, «
Reserve ChildrenOs pavilior infirmaries, sound alarm
M1 & M2 ' :
Labour Based behind the Hauls brick-loaded laundry
p ~120+ lines atNew carts, man fire-brigade i
Detail - . .
Laundry Pavilion arsonists, deliver troop meals
The mobile reserve is one of the most useful parts of his
army. It includes patients with bicycles, laundry c arts,
wheelbarrows, mules from the agricultural colony, a nd a

even commandeered fire-truck.

El GeneralOs Grand Battery

By dusk, EI GeneralOs reserve has turned  Avenida clvarez-
Cerice into a defensive line. His men have opened four
manholes along the road and tapped both the water m ain
and the steam line running from the New Laundry Pavilion
toward the hydrotherapy wards in M2, La Oficina , the two
Manses, and parts of the ChildrenOs Pavilion.

At each marked blue G on the map, one water hose and one

steam hose have been tapped to underground connecti ons
and then have been hauled through open manhole cove rs
above ground, fitted with nozzles, and braced in br ick-
weighted laundry carts packed with lumber. Such artillery
carts are already aimed down likely approaches. A fire tr uck

across fromthe DirectorOs Manse is parked and waiting in the



open western-most garage To El General,
industrial hoses. They are artillery pieces.

these are not

KeeperOs Note: Water/Steam Hoses:  The hoses are semi-fixed
weapons. El GeneralOs men use them defensively, not as
precision weapons.

Pressurized Water Hose ( hospital, laundry, or fire truck

hose ): STR 60+ or two operators. DEX/Mechanical Repair to

aim. Target rolls STR or DEX or is knocked prone an d pushed
1D6 feet; 1D3 damage if slammed into something.

Steam hose: STR/Mechanical Repair
roll D odge/DEX to avoid. 1D6 damage,
action and suffer Penalty Die for 1D6 rounds. Steam
radius gives Penalty Die to vision-based rolls for

to open safely. Targets
CON or lose next
cloud 100
1D4 rounds.

El GeneralOs armyOs strength is mass, obedience, and local
knowledge. Its weaknesses are fear, confusion, hung er, and
the fact that while El GeneralOs military vocabulary is
accurate, their understanding of very practical ord ers may
not be fully understood by others who have mental h ealth
issues like delusions and paranoia of their own.

KeeperOs Note : Running El GeneralOs Army. Treat the army as
an environmental force, not six hundred When the In vestigators
act with, against, or through El GeneralOstroops, decide which of
the following applies:

Effect
Patients act with surprising discipline

Situation

Clear order from El General or
trusted officer

Conflicting order from El Rey,
guards, or PA

Gunfire nearby

Delay, argument, or split response

Front ranks hold only on a Hard PO\
or Leadership success

Fire, screams, Twsha victim, or ~ One company wavers or breaks

Leopard Man attack

Investigator gives practical help  Bonus Die if framed as Oorders,0

Odispatches,O or Ofield intelligence!

Immediate hostility, obstruction, or
detention as a OspyO

Investigator mocks the delusion

Persuade, Charm,
History, Spanish,

Useful skills for the Investigators to consider:
Intimidate, Psychology, Military Science,
Navigate, Spot Hidden, Listen.

$!

Teresa PachecoOs PA Proclamations for El Rey :

Once El ReyOscourtiers seize La Oficina , Teresa Pacheco
remains at the switchboard, not as a prisoner but a s the
CrownOs reluctant voice. Her announcements are calm
formal, and strangely practical. Across Mazorra, pa tients,
nurses, guards, cooks, & hiding Porra hear the same
impossible thing: the hospital now has a government

SIDEBAR: PA PROCIBMATIONS AFTER 5 P.M.: The proclamations
below are not mere colour. They arél ReyOattempt to make the
uprising sound lawful, organized, and merciful befe panic, hunger,
and vengeance pull the institution apart.

¥ 5:44 p.m. By order of the Emergency Patient Council, all kitchen
staff are thanked for their service and instructed to continue
distribution of food without favour or punishment. Ary person
withholding food, medicine, or water from patients will be named
before witnessesO

¥ 6:31 p.m. (Ciizens of Mazorra. His Majesty® Cauncil reminds all
persons that the fall of tyrants does not abolish judgment. Prisoners
are not to be struck. Records are not to be burned. The guilty will be
named, and the helpless will be protected. Any staff member wishing
to confess abuses may present themselves at_a Oficinaunder
escort.0

¥ 7:08 p.m. ONctice to all wards, staff residences, and exterior posts.
Headlights have been seen passing south on the Boyeros Road. No
patient is to approach the east gate unless assigned to El General®
line. Families outside are not enemies. Looters are not liberators.
Para men attempting to flee under cover of darkness will be
detained and held for examination.O

KeeperOs Note: Teresa & Tessa at the Switchboard: Teresa
Pacheco makes the first proclamations herself; everyone knows
her voice. Later, as calls multiply & El ReyOscourtiers crowd
La Oficina, she puts her daughter Tessa on the PA while Teresa

handles the switchboard, listens to outside lines, & decides
which messages are allowed through. Tessa is fright ened but
obedient. If pressured or deceived, she may read th e wrong

order aloud, cut off the right one, or accidentally broadcast a

private conversation across Mazorra.

Yolanda®s Tearful Reunion
|
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After persuading El GeneralOssentries to let her cross their

Omiilitary linesO at 17:15, RN Yolanda Heres makes h  er way
into the old M1 substructure and finds ZorrillaOs A uxiliary

Laboratory. She is exhausted, frightened, and still shaken
by witnessed Yobama murdering Dr. Llerena.

Inside, Yolanda finds Zorrilla alive, but visibly a Itered by
Twsha and trying to remain composed. Their reunion is

immediate and painful. She moves toward him at once ,
reaching for his bare hand, before Dra. Coutinho or another
Investigator can warn her not to touch his exposed skin.

KeeperOs Note: For one suspended second, Yolanda looks not

at Coutinho, Gil, or the Investigators, but at Zorr ) illabs
uncovered hand. Ask plainly: OWho stops her, and ho w?0
Once steadied, Yolanda asks what needs doing. If tr eated
with basic kindness, she becomes useful immediately . She
organizes clean gloves, gowns, gauze masks, basins, and
cloths; records pulse and temperature; and helps ca Im
Zorrilla whenever his fascination with his own cond ition

threatens to override sense.
Mazorra Gate Guards

The Main Gate is held by Mazorra guards Pepe SabatZs (25,

deaf in one ear, and backs down in a fight) & ¢lvaro Recio
(20, secretly sympathetic to the A.B.C.), neither o f whom
belongs to the Porra. Their small sentry office is built into

the north side of the gatehouse wall, with a barred

observation window, steel hurricane shutter, doors to the
pedestrian passage and main avenue, and a ladder to the
flat roof, flagpole, and escape-searchlight.

Shortly after dusk, a patient-soldier emissary from El
General arrives with four riflemen of the Grand ArmZe . They
politely inform the alarmed guards that they may re main at
their posts. The patients are only reinforcing the gate
against the airport mob, which may now be marching on

Mazorra.

%!

With no orders from Capt. Gand’a, increasingly biza rre PA
announcements, and armed patients before them, Saba tZs
and Recio hesitate. Yet the patients neither threat en them
nor demand their weapons. SabatZs is unsettled; Rec io sees
proof that MachadoOs order is collapsing.

By nightfall, guards and patients stand watch toget her,

each uncertain who truly commands whom.

SIDEBAR MAZORRA GUARD STATUS (7:00 p.m., Aug. 12, 1933):

Mazorra's security force is near collapse. Oni2 deployable guards plus

Cept. Gand’'a remain available. Of the original Porra-loyal camjent, one
guard is dead, one critically wounded, and one litihwounded. Only Parra

loyalists who are armed remain under Gand'a's direct controLeopoldo
Enr'quez, Manuel Barbe, Oswaldo Miranda, & Jescegd®aThe remaining are
exhausted, uncertain of events outside the asylung increasingly reluctant
to obey orders. While some remain on post beyondeih shifts, others never
reported in.

Curent Deployment

Main East Gate: 2 rifle-armed guards

M1 Pavilion: 1 guard

M2 Pavilion: 1 guard

Male Violent/Refractory Pavilion: 1 guard

Female Violent/Refractory Pavilion: 1 guard

Grounds patrol with dogs: 2 guards

Remaining Porra guards + Gand’a form a mobile reser

One guard recovering from Srta. VaronaOs paint-fuerposure remains in the
barracks. The lightly wounded Vicente Beltrfn maysa be present. If he
escaped earlier events, Jorge Dolz has gone to gnobwith the Leopard Men
Cult in the Old Laundry Pavilion.

Equipment

¥ Most guards carry only truncheons & handcuffs.

¥ Ganda & his Porra loyalists carry .38 service revers.
¥ The two East Gate guards also have Mauser rifles

Guard Cohesion

Mazorra's guards are close to breaking. When confited by violence,
supernatural events, conflicting orders, or prolomgl stress. Roll 1D6:

D6 Reaction
1-2 Hold position 3-4 Hesitate
5 Withdraw 6 Abandon Post*

*Porra loyalists ignore this result unless isolatedr ordered to surrender.

SIDEBAR - COREROSESCORMEN AVAILABLE FORACTION: Teniente
(Lt.) Esteban Corde roO$residential Escort Porra should be tracked
separately. They are not Mazorra guards, and do remiswer naturally to
Gand’a. After the Manse shootout, only Lt. Cordeaiad his 5 men
Sargento (Sgt.)Tomis ArencibiaCabo (Cpl.Racel Ferrer (mechanic/
driver), FZlix Ochoa, Julio BZcquer, & Anselmo Q@uies remain unhurt or
lightly wounded enough for immediate action.

CorderoOs Presidential Escort are better armed:Qérdera & his two
other officers carry Colt .45 automatics with sparmagazines (1d10+2),
while his other men retain .38 revolvers (1d10). Ahompson was secured
in the Escort car, but is now in the hands &l ReyOsien. They may
cooperate with Gand'’a, but their first loyalty i®ttheir own escape, the
recovery of MachadoOs property, and preventing tresives from being
handed over to the mob.
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DIRECTOR'S MANSE CRISIS (7:30 p.m.)

At 7:30 p.m., a burst of feedback shrieks across th e Mazorra

PA system. A moment later comes  Se—ora Teresa PachecoOs
strained voice, reading from a paper she has plainl y been

handed:

OW order of the Crown, all armed servants of the fallen tyrant inside the
Director® Manse are to surrender their weapons and stand for judgment. No
prisoner is to be struck before examination. The guilty shall be named. The
innocent shall be released.O

The Public Address system order is followed almost
immediately by action.

Urratia, El ReyOsman, arrives at the DirectorOs Manse with
eight of El ReyOscourtiers, arrives at the DirectorOs Manse
with eight of ~ El ReyOscourtiers, supported by armed riflemen
loaned from El General®s army. The arrest party moves

quickly, but not wildly. The lone Presidential Esco rt guard
covering the front approach is rushed, disarmed, an d bound
before he can fire. The two vehicles parked outside the Manse

are seized and pushed back from the portico, denyin g
Gand’a and Cordero any simple escape. Urrutia then orders
the courtiers into cover and places the riflemen wh ere they
can command the front and side approaches.

The Manse is surrounded, but not yet assaulted.

Inside the Manse are Captain Gand'a and his surviving
Porra, Lt. Cordero and his Presidential Escort men, Salvatore
MZndez (the body double of Geraldo Machado), Esperanza
Hidalgo-Gato, Dr. Santiago Prats, and any Investigators
present. The air is thick with smoke, blood, fear, and failed
authority.

A patient courtier wearing a robe over a threadbare grey
smock with a stencilled number on the front approac hes the
front door under UrrutiaOs watch. He carries himsel f with
immense seriousness, holding a sealed envelope in b oth
hands. If no one answers, he slips it through the m ail slot,
steps back, and bows to the house as if withdrawing from a

royal audience.

&!

The Royal Letter : The envelope is addressed in careful
handwriting:  To Captain Alberto Gand’a, Lieutenant Cordero,
and all armed servants of the former Machado author
presently enclosed within the DirectorOs Manse.

ity

Inside is a formal notice, stamped with a crude wax seal

impressed by what looks like a brass coat button.

[English Translation]

By command of His MajestyDon Reynaldo Fantanilla, Alfaiso Xl 1/,
lawful King in exile and Protector of the sick ohe Casa General de
Dementes de Mazorra:

All armed agents of the Porra, the Presidential Est, and all other servants
of the fallen tyrant are ordered to surrender thefirearms, knives, clubs,
keys, papers, and instruments of violence.

Any person who has not taken arms against the pateshall be released
unharmed. The wounded shall receive medical ca@gh they may remain
under custody until their responsibility is determied. No prisoner shall be
beaten, hidden, executed, or delivered to the cbefate judgment. The
guilty shall be named before witnesses. The innbskall be protected.

You have until nine &lock tonight to answer. Your reply may be given by
telephone to the Main Switchboard, where His Majéstsecretary will receivg
and transmit your words.

If you refuse, you shall be considered armed fugt inside an institution
under royal protection and subdued when His Majegtidges it necessary.

Given at Mazorra, at half past seven in the evening
by order of His Majesty,

Sé o Ansdmo Valds

Provisaonal Sexretary of Justiceof theCrown

Casa Ganeal deD ementesdeM azorra

SIDEBAR -What the Letter Does: This is not simply a demand for surrender|
It dramatically changes the situation inside the Mee. Capt. Gand’'a now,|
viscerally understands at once that the patients o controlLa Oficing the
switchboard, the PA system, and the grounds outsidlee Manse. He also
understands that the language of OjudgmentO is demuus. IfEI Reycan
produce witnesses, prisoners, files, or testimongand’a may no longer be
merely trapped. He may be exposed to severe judgenidrom either the
in-patients or from any successor Machado governmieriPapers retrieved
from his office safe now on his person are now unodortably damning and
dangerous.

Lt. Cordero reads the letter differently. He sedsne. Until nine oOclock, thg
patients are not storming the Manse. That gives hinoom to bargain,
threaten, or reveal the existence of MachadoOs tseae vault.

As for the others, Esperanza recognizes the admitvitive power of the
notice. Itis absurd, but it is also orderlfsomeoneoutside is trying to create
process rather than slaughter. If treated respectfly, she may begin to see
El ReyOsourt as a temporary structure she can use. Dr. &s is quietly
impressed and alarmed. The language is mad only icostume. Its
principles are clearer than anything Gand’a has effed all day.
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Immediate Reactions Inside the Manse
Gand'aOs first instinct is to reject the letter as lunacy. He may

snarl that he does not surrender to inmates, kings, saints,
or stage actors. But he does not order an immediate

breakout unless pushed. He looks instead to the win dows,
the vehicles, the telephones, and the wounded. He i S
calculating.

Lt. Cordero stays focused. He asks who controls th e roads,
whether the main gate is still held, and whether th e outside
telephone line truly works (it does not). If he bel ieves escape
by vehicle is impossible, he begins looking for ano ther route

out.

Esperanza asks to see the letter; Cordero hands it to her
(which she notices). She reads it twice, then says quietly:
OWhoever wrote this knows what a government is supp osed
to sound like.O

Dr. Santiago Prats offers to tend the wounded, incl uding
wounded Porra. This may prevent panic, but it also lets him
move through the room, assess weapons, and quietly speak

to any Investigator.

Salvatore MZndez , body double remains either awake or
semi-conscious, depending on the KeeperOs needs. If he
wakes fully with the help of the Investigators rend ering First
Aid or Healing successfully, he may worsen the cris is by
begging not to be handed over as Machado.

If the Telephone Is Used

Acallto La Oficina is answered by one of El ReyOscourtiers,
who speaks with grave formality and relays messages aloud.
Teresa Pacheco is nearby at the switchboard, fright ened but
listening. El Rey may not speak directly at first. He lets his
courtier take testimony, as if preserving procedure

Possible telephone replies from the courtier:

¥ OHis Majesty asks whether Captain Gand'a denies
command of the Porra at Mazorra.O

¥ OHis Majesty asks whether the wounded are being
tended.O

¥  OHis Majesty commands that Se—orita Esperanza

Hidalgo-Gato, Dr. Prats, and any Visitors be releas ed
unharmed.O
¥ OHis Majesty reminds all present that a king who ca nnot

restrain his own soldiers is no king.O
This last line should land hard. It applies to El Rey, El
General, Gand'a, Cordero , and both President (& Director)
Machado alike.

If No Answer Is Immediately Given

At 8:00 p.m., the PA repeats a shorter version of t he demand.
By then, rumours of the airport mob are spreading. The
deadline remains nine oOclock, but pressure increas es as
more patients gather at a distance to watch the Man se.
Urrutia does not permit the courtiers to beat their _Escort
Porra prisoner or rush the doors. If one of El ReyOsmen
becomes excited, Urrutia physically pulls him back and says:
ONo. The King said judgment.O

This makes Urrutia more than muscle. He becomes the only
thing preventing the Manse siege from becoming a ly nching.
If the Investigators Mediate

Investigators can buy time, secure hostages, protec t
Esperanza or Prats, arrange care for the wounded, o r press
for release of non-combatants. They may also realiz e that El

ReyOscourt, however delusional its ruler is, is current ly the
only force trying to impose rules on the collapse.

KeeperOs Note: Investigators can create leverage to intervene:
medical authority, witnesses, control of a doorway, an open
telephone line, written notes, or evidence against one faction.
They can successfully establish the following terms

1.! Wounded men are treated under Dr. PratsO supervisio n.

2.! Esperanza & any non-combatants may leave or remain by
choice.

3.1 All armed men stay inside until a formal surrender is
arranged.

4.! No one is handed to the mob.

5.! Gand'a & Cordero may speak by telephone, but not

privately.

SIDEBAR- CORIEROSSECRHLEVERAGE: Captain Gand’a does not know
the full truth of the treasure store beneath Mazoa. He knows only that
Director Machado reacts with unusual speed wheneveertain messages
arrive from his presidential cousin, and that thoserders often involve the
Old Laundry Pavilionsealed passages, sudden OmaintenanceO clearanc
or the removal of witnesses from inconvenient plase Over the years,
Gand’'a has seen enough to understand that Mazorraides more than

patients. But he does not know how the hidden resee is reached. He does
not know ClaudioOs true role. He does not know Hwess procedure, the
signals, or which parts of the old substructure reain usable.

Lt. Cordero does. Cordero has assisted past discteextractions for the
Presidential Escort. He knows that Claudio, the naupatient, is no patient
at all, but a concealed Porra guard assigned to theult. He knows there is
an access route, a procedure, and a way to removentable wealth if the
right men reach the place in time.

He also knows something Gand'a does not fully undg¢and: the vault was
never meant to serve Mazorra. It was meant to serwdachado.
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Cordero®s Mazorra Vault Offer

After reading El ReyOsultimatum, Cordero lets the silence
lengthen. Lanterns move across the grounds below. T he
Manse is not yet under assault, but it is surrounde d.

OThey have given us until nine,O Cordero says.
Gand’a shaps, OLunatics do not give terms.O
ONo,0O Cordero says. OMen with rifles do.O

He draws Gand’a a few steps away from Esperanza, Dr
Prats, and any Investigators present.

OWe still have the American money. Enough to buy a

delay, perhaps a door, perhaps one frightened court ier
willing to return a car. But not enough for all of us. Not
safely.O

Gand’a0Os eyes narrow. OYou have something elsetos ay.O
OThere is more under the Old Laundry.O

Ol know that much.O

OYou know rumours. | know the man who guards it.O

For the first time, Gand’'a goes still.

OThe mute. Claudio. He is not what your staff think he is. |
have the route, keys, lock combination, countersign ,and
enough authority that he may still obey. Without me , you
have guesses. Without you, | cannot get my men thro ugh

this madhouse.O
Gand’a looks back at  El ReyOsletter. OAnd then?0

OThen we stop bargaining like prisoners. We recover tyrant
money and offer it as royal treasure, placed under
protection for the patients.O

OTribute,0 Gand’a says sourly.
OPublicly, yes. Privately, passage.O

Cordero glances at the scattered currency, the woun ded
men, and the unconscious body double.

OWe do not need all of it. The bullion buys the Kin g0s
honour. The paper money buys our road out.O

Gand’a understands both the opportunity and the ins ult.
Cordero is proposing to use MachadoOs own hidden we  alth
to bribe madmen into saving them from MachadoOs

collapse.

Olf we leave this here,0 Gand’a says, Owe may not g et back
in.O

OIf we stay,O Cordero answers, Owe may not leave it at all.O

SIDEBAR WHAT THIS CHANGES Lt. CorderoOs revelation turns the Manse
crisis into an escape opportunity. Until now, Garadhas only a doubtful
escape fund and a shrinking number of armed men. @tero offers
something better: a way to reach the Mazorra vaulgcover enough
treasure to bribeEl ReyOsourt, and perhaps escape under Oroyal
protection.O Cordero cares about the vault as lesge, not treasure.
Gand’a cares about both. The American money remainseful but
suspect, since some may be spoiled, crushed, damggunterfeit, or
impossible to sort quickly. The bullion is too hegto move easily, but too
tempting for Gand'a to ignore. If Cordero speaks eply, everyone in the
room hears enough to understand that money and th@ld Laundry are
involved. If he speaks privately, allow nearby Imnstéggators Listen or Spot
Hidden Hard success catches OOId Laundry,0 Oreserv&)Claudio.O
Extreme success reveals the deeper point: Claud®riot a patient, and
Cordero may know how to reach MachadoOs hidden stor

Vault Storm-Drain Shortcut

Lt. Cordera explains that the Osimulated cloudburst O was
the previous formal extraction protocol. It is how a prepared
Porra team removes heavy crates through the Female
DeptOs Violent/Refractory airing yard: hydrants, sa ndbags,
the float-controlled north gate, hoists, carts, & a final
washdown to hide evidence of passage. This cannot b e
safely repeated. El GeneralOs OGrand BatteryO has tapped
the Mazorra water mains, reducing pressure. The for mal
route requires all four hydrants running at full fo rce,
sustained head in the junction chamber, and enough
concentrated flow into the stilling-well intake to raise the
hidden float and keep the north gate open. With pre ssure
reduced, the yard would flood visibly and alert El GeneralOs

men, while the north gate might fail to lift, or dr op without

warning.

Poring over Underground Mazorra maps, Cordero point sto
another way in (see map). The Mazorra Vault lies ju st south

of the Old Laundry Pavilion. Its main entrance is reached
through a dormant east-west sewer spur north of the
chamber. A separate dormant north-south sewer runs
along the vault®s east side at a different level an  d does not



connect. To the west and partly beneath the failed side of
the chamber, an old north-south storm drain runs pa rallel
to the vault. A newer working north-south sewer lie s

beyond that, but they can access the dormant line t hrough
a ceiling access panel.

Their pact is struck by 7:50. Five minutes later, t heir small
armed party descends through the Manse sewer entry.

Journey to the Vault

Capt. Gand’a, Lt. Cordero, their surviving men, MZn dez,
Esperanza, & any Investigators present enter the

Underground Mazorra through the sewer access beneat h

the DirectorOs Manse. They take all the paper curre ncy,
cramming it all into pillowcases, split between Gan d’als and
CorderoOs men. Esperanza just has time to change in her
bedroom into dungaree coveralls, boots, gloves, and a work
cap. She slips her two-shot .22 derringer into the bib of her
coveralls.

KeeperOs Note: The six currency bags weighs only 7.5 Ibs each

but the bags are bulky, damp-prone, and awkward in the

tunnels. Any man carrying one has a Penalty Die to Climb,

Dodge, or combat rolls without dropping.
Accessing the line via a service hatch in the Manse Os
scullery, the party descends, & closes the hatch. They
follow the Manse sewer north line to the main trunk , then
crosses into the newer east-west storm drain. Corde roOs
square-key opens a bolted hatch into a dormant nort h-
south storm drain running beside the vaultOs west w all.
When the hatch comes free, trapped runoff (from the earlier

simulated cloudburst ) spills out in a cold rush, then
dwindles to a foul trickle. The OdormantO drain bey ond is
slick, & treacherous underfoot[  KN:Penalty to movementrolls |

They proceed north in single file by lantern light, measuring
distance carefully. At 112 metres they find a thick , three-
foot iron inspection panel set into the storm-drain ceiling.
This service plate was installed during the 1927

reconstruction, allowing trusted insiders to inspec t the
relation between the vault approach and the adjacen tstorm
drain without using the Female Dept. extraction rou te.

Opening the ceiling panel takes ~12 filthy minutes. It

requires the square-key, crowbars, and two men stra ining
overhead. One seized bolt must be broken. Above lie s the
disused east-west sewer line. A short distance alon g its
south wall, fake construction hoarding conceals the vault
antechamber. In their haste, Gand’a®s men leave the storm-
drain panel open behind them. This error later matt ers.

KeeperOs Note: The underground trip takes about 35 min of

cautious single-file movement, plus 5 min to open a nd drain the
first hatch, and about 12 min to force the ceiling inspection
panel. Allow another 5 -10 min to reach the hoardin g, clear it,
and expose the vault door. The Vault can plausibly open around
9:20 to 9:30 p.m. Not in time for the deadline, but not too late

that they cannot make a deal by telephone later fro m some other

Mazorra location they can later access.

Claudio may shadow the party from the Manse or pick up their
trail at the storm-drain access. Do not announce hi m. Offer one
chance to notice: a muffled scrape behind them, a s wirling mud

in the water, or a lantern-shadow briefly crossing the open panel
below. Spot Hidden or Listen detects only that someone is
following. Hard success suggests the follower is barefoot, patient -
silent, and moving with practised purpose.

Revelations in the Mazorra Vault

With all four keys and all but the last combination number,
opening the vault is only a matter of time KN : d10 minutes ]..
At last, the final number is found. With a metallic clunk,
the lock releases. Helped by two of their men the v ault door

groans outward.

Gand'a raises his lantern, expecting stacked crates ,

strongboxes, and the reassuring geometry of stolen money.
Instead, the light falls across cracked flooring, a n empty
diagonal scar where half the floor should be.

The western half of the chamber has fallen away. Th e south
end is worse: a slab of floor hangs lower than the rest, tilted,
treacherous, and already shedding grit. Beyond it
everything drops into blackness. Somewhere below, w ater
runs over stone. The heavier stored treasures are g one.
Boxes, shelving, safes, metal strongboxes, and bull ion

crates have slid down into the unseen lower depths.



Use the full 10-pointDoom Qock only if anyone descends into the
Charnel Sink. If no one goes below, begin at 8. Eamajor action under
pressure moves the clock down by 1: climbing, hang, looting, fighting,
forcing a barrier, freeing someone, or grabbing pyb Failed Climb, DEX,

STR, Mechanical Repair, or reckless gunfire may tdsmore.

10. The broken floor groans but holds. Dust and mortarift down.

9. The Charnel Sink yawns open below. Rope descenpéssible, but
unwise.

8. First descent or looting attempt. Light proof canebreached. Heavy
treasure costs another tick.

7. Bullion crates tilt on the upper ledges. If distuéd by anyone, roll
1D6: 1-2 shifts but holds; 3-4 one crate falls, Dage or 2D6 damage; 5
avalanche, Dodge with Penalty Die or 3D6 and pinne@ deep rupture,
DEXor slide toward a new hole. A direct hit is slajor Wound.

6. A lower shelf cracks. Water and gravel pour througlew seams. The
sound below changes from dripping to rushing.

5. Part of the broken floor gives way with a crash. ®uwnore bullion
crates slip, tilt, and fall. Anything heavy left wecured begins moving.

4. The bone drift shifts westward beneath any scavenge Anyone
carrying bullion, weapons, Porra loot, or heavy dence rollsDEX, Climb
or Jumpwith a Penalty Die.

3. Discipline fractures among the Porra who may refuseders, drag
comrades up/back, abandon loot, or threaten anyonklocking escape.

2. The west wall bows inward. Bricks fall like hardira Anyone exposed
below rollsDodgeor DEX Success means 1 damage or losing the next
action taking cover. Failure means 1D6 damage anché&cked prone.
Fumble, or refusing cover, means 2D6 damage and piad.

1. One final action is possible: save someone, or seiproof. No one
can do everything.

0. CO_LLAPSEThe vault seems to breathe once before giving way.
The sodden west wall tears loose with a roar of ste, gravel, cement,
and black water. The floor slides away in sectionthe heavy vault door
tilts in its frame, then crashes into the depths, ihgging chains, brick,
and treasure after it. When the dust and spray thjronly the cracked
east wall and night-deposit roller ramp still standAnything below is lost
unless the Keeper wants it as a later hook.

*|

SIDEBAR HISTORYOFTHE MAZQRRA VALLT: The hidden treasure room is
the latest use of an older plantation substructuréeneath the Old Laundry
labelled the Refugio de Huracanesor OHurricane Shelter.O The chamber beg
as part of a sugar & tobacco estate: punishment dat & secure store-house. It
was built over a natural limestone sinkhole, whicidened insidiously over
generations. During the plantation era, the same idbbecame a place for
disposing of the dead. Beneath the broken vault fw lies the Charnel Sink a
deep drift of human remains, shifted by floodwateand darkness rather than
burial. At some point the opening was roughly sealevith poor cement, brick
masonry, whether to stop the smell, prevent accidés) or hide what lay below.
The work was crude and never meant to bear the waignow placed upon it.
Beneath theCharnel Sink natural limestone fissures & partly flooded
chambers descend irregularly through to Karst strtures toward the deep
water-table, their full extent is unknown, but magossibly connect to theR’o
Almendares ~3 km away.

TheVaulk Now: Unknown to anyone, poor gquality concrete, comprised
masonry, & decades of water movement gradually unaeined the western
floor. The 3 am August 12th the Porra extractionaen success was the last
straw; they disturbed the abandoned drainage systemsed to make their route
passable. Too much water they released backed intdd lines that had
remained mostly dry for decades. Seepage has softethmasonry beneath the
vault. Heavy bullion, safes, bullion chests, and dee crates stacked along the
weakened side have already begun to pull the floapart.
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The Agony of Gold Below

Near the vault door lies the first breadcrumb of ba it: a
broken coin crate, a split leather case spilling ba nk-
wrapped Cuban currency, and enough loose gold coins in
to make everyone in the room stop breathing.
KeeperOs Note - Treasure on the Shattered Floor: The spilled
coin crate contains about 240 old Spanish gold doub loons, worth
~ $4,000 in 1933 gold value. The Cuban paper curren cy totals
about $30,000. Each bullion crate further on is an iron-banded

strongbox about 24 ! 14 | 10 inches, packed with twenty-four

100-troy-ounce gold bars in straw and canvas. Each weighs
about 200 Ib and is worth roughly $50,000. Two stro ng men
might shift one on level ground. Dragging one acros s a wet,

cracking vault floor, through a storm-drain panel, and out while

the vault door is closing is another matter.

More bullion lies farther at or just below the coll apsing
floor. Fifteen feet from the door, one banded crate has split
and yellow metals glints through straw inside. Two more
crates sit roughly forty feet away, with another ba lanced
near the broken western edge of the floor. They are close
enough to torment Gand'a, but far enough that reach ing
them should feel nearly suicidal. About 20 feet bel ow, a
dozen smaller crates rest on a rubble ledge near th e drift of
yellowed bone and bone shards. One cracked case gl nts
faintly. Below the broken floor, lantern light catc hes the

Charnel Sink >100 feet down. Other crates have already

fallen through, leaving impact scars and dark holes in the
remaining floor.

The space beneath the roller ramp is shadowed and e asily
missed in the first frantic look. A deliberate sear ch with
lantern or flashlight may reveal sealed storage: a long
wooden case, waxed boxes, document packets, and a | ong
metal cylinder. Contents are unknown until opened. The
wooden case holds serviceable Mauser rifles; the bo xed
ammunition, 10 boxes, is still dry enough to use. T he
oilcloth-wrapped cylinder contains a rolled master oil

painting, one of the three mentioned in AoM #239.

KeeperOs Note - The Stuck Document Case:
the night-deposit roller ramp is the rigid black le

Wedged 18 feet up
ather dispatch

case dropped off by President MachadoOs Porra Escor t 9 hours
earlier. It is partly hidden by shadow and dust. A successful Spot
Hidden reveals it; if the vault is flooding, the roll req uires a Hard

success. If the Investigators are already fleeing i n that direction,
they notice it automatically. lit is roughly the size of a bankerOs
box and weighs 18 Ib. One person can carry it, but not
comfortably while climbing, fighting, or crawling. This may be the
most valuable recoverable treasure in the vault. Go Id is heavy.
Files can change governments. Retrieving the case c osts 1 tick
on the Vault Doom Clock. Choose a method: Hard Climb plus
STR or Mechanical Repair to free it; DEX, Throw , or Mechanical
Repair to hook it from below with rope, crowbar, rifle sl ing, or
improvised pole; Mechanical Repair to work the rollers; or
Firearms with a Penalty Die to shoot it loose, foll owed by DEX to
catch or stop the fall. Failure wastes time, jams t he case,
damages it, or leaves the retriever in trouble. A f umble risks a
fall, ricochet, lost case, or another Doom Clock tick.

ll+!

SIDEBAR GAND&®S GOID SALVAGEMANIA When Capt. Gand’a first sees
the ruined Vault, he does not so much lose Sanit3AN) as refuse it. Reality
and authority briefly fail. For a few seconds he bnstares, pistol lowered,
as if entering a chapel, tomb, or judgment chambeThen the explanations
begin. This cannot be the true vault. Cordero mustave tricked him.

Director Machado must have kept another chamber hién. His anger
searches for a target because accepting the truth@ans accepting that his
escape chances has already started flickering.

Gand'aOs final stage is not acceptance, bsalvage-mania He converts
shock into obsession, becoming cold and practicalgain, wrongly so. He
offers shares, forged papers, promotions, safe paage, or threats to
anyone who will help recover Oonly one crate.O Hallenged, Gand’a
escalates: Keeper can choose or roll 1D6. 1) barge, 2) orders men to
bullion, 3) forces a rope descent at gunpoint, 4)eizes a hostage, 5) strips
nearby valuables, or 6) goes himself rather thandee empty-handed.

Gand’'a quotes to use:

1. OMadre de Dios...No. This is not the vault.O

2. OCordero, if this is a trick, | will leave you dowere with the
bones.O

3.1 OThat crate. Not the coins. Beggars kill for coiidNo one leave
empty-handed. Not after this.O

4.! OYou there. Help me get this rope around my waidown & back.
Two minutes.O

5.1 ODo not speak of danger. We are already dead if ge back
poor.O

6. Ol am still Captain here, until the ceiling sayshetwise.

ClaudioOs Control Valve Flooding Mistake

The Mute, Claudio Rivera y Zayas secretly follows G and’'a
from the Main Trunk line and overhears the plan to loot the
vault. Claudio is not mute, and never was. He is a Porra
plant assigned to protect the vaultOs secrecy.

He reaches the old east-west spur near the newer no rth-
south sewer line and opens a concealed diversion co ntrol
valve. Foul water begins pouring into the approach tunnel.
The trap is meant to cut off retreat, halt the remo val of

treasure, and force Gand'aOs party deeper into the
antechamber and ruined vault.

But Claudio does not know Gand’a has already damage d
the precariously fragile system. In their haste, Ga nd'a and
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CorderoOs men left the storm-drain inspection panel

open
behind them. Part of the diverted flow drops into t he
dormant storm drain, runs along the vaultOs comprom ised
west wall, and begins seeping through old seams, po rous
brick, and cracked concrete.

What should have been a tunnel trap becomes a later al
assault on the vault itself. Gand’aOs shortcut crea tes the
wound. ClaudioOs flood makes it bleed. By the time anyone

understands this, the wall is weeping, the mortar i S

softening, and the broken western floor is moving a gain.
Claudio Speaks & Acts

As Gand’a shouts for rope and lanterns inside the V ault,
the outward-opening vault door gives a deep iron gr oan. At
first no one understands the sound. Then another bo om
rolls through the chamber as the immense steel leaf moves
closer to its frame.

Claudio, the supposed deaf-mute patient, stands out side
the vault, half-hidden be~y0nd the threshold, both h ands
braced against the doorOs outer edge. The harmless smile
he has worn for months is gone. He has already begu n
pushing.

One Porra guard stares. OClaudio?O

The supposed mute turns his head. His voice is flat , hoarse,
and utterly sane.

OTraitors! OYou were trusted with this place. Trust ed by the
President. Trusted by the Cause.O

He drives his shoulder into the battleship-steel do or. ltdoes
not swing shut quickly. It grinds by inches, each m ovement

answered by a hollow boom.

KeeperOs Notes: Claudio begins closing the outward-opening
vault door when the  Doom Clock is about 7. His first words
should come only after the Investigators or Porra r ealize what is
happening. Once the door is half shut, attacks agai nst Claudio
suffer a Penalty Die unless a character moves into the threshold.
Entering the narrowing gap requires a DEX roll. Failure leaves
the character inside the Vault or exposed at the th reshold,
KeeperOs choice. Claudio does not need to win a fig  ht. He only
needs to steal time as the Doom Clock ticks down. He kicks
away any previously blocking wedges, strikes at han ds bracing
the door, hides behind the steel leaf, and tries to engage even one
lock before he is stopped. Even if Claudio is stopp ed, the open
Control Valve is causing havoc undermining the Vaul t!
Mechanical Repair or INT to realize this. Shutting it off can give

a little relief and can reset the Doom Clock by two whole ticks,
but the damage has been done.

Descent into the Charnel Sink

From the broken vault edge, the apparent bottom is barely
visible 120 feet below. Lanterns and flashlights ca tch only
wet stone, bone-white ridges, and occasional glints of
bullion lodged on lower shelves. That should be eno ugh to

tempt Gand’a, Cordero, and their men downward.

KeeperOs Note: The descent forces an ugly choice on the
Investigators: let Porra agents die, save them for trial, or use the
confusion to escape with proof. Rigging rope and ma king the first
descent takes at least five minutes and advances th e Doom
Clock by 1. Each later major action also advances the cl ock by
1: climbing, searching, hauling, freeing someone, f orcing the
door, fighting Claudio, or crossing unstable debris . Failed Climb,
DEX, STR, Mechanical Repair, or reckless firearm use may
advance it by 1 more

While descending down to ~50 feet, the ObottomO com  esinto
better view. It is not level ground. It rises in ri dges, breaks
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into pockets, and drops away without warning. Bull

ion
crates lie wedged on sodden ledges and broken shelv es.
They look recoverable from above. They are not. Touching
one, climbing over it, firing nearby, or disturbing the ledge
may send it sliding loose. Once one crate falls, ot hers may
follow in a chain of impacts, splintering, spilling gold,
punching holes through the bone crust, or ricocheti ng from

wall to wall before vanishing into darkness.

When a crate is
Doom Clock

KeeperOs Note: Falling Bullion Crates:

touched, struck, climbed on, or when the

advances after loud or violent action, roll 1D6:

¥ 1B2: It shifts but holds. Anyone nearby must makeBX or lose their
next action steadying themselves.

¥ 3Db4: One crate falls. Anyone below or on a lowedge rollsDodge.
Failure means 2D6 damage and knocked prone; successeans
1D3 damage from splinters, stones, and flying coins

¥  5: Crate avalanche. Roll Dodge with a Penalty Dar inyone below.
Failure means 3D6 damage and pinned until freed TR or help.

¥  6: Deep rupture. The falling crate smashes throughe visible bone
crust, opening a new hole, and disappears to the tiom 40 feet
below. Anyone within 10 feet roll®EXor slides toward it; failure
requires Climb, Jump, or another characterOs aichimid falling

farther. A direct hit from a falling crate should be treated as
a Major Wound .
The Bone Drift of the Charnel Sink
Anyone foolhardy enough to descend by rope reaches the
lower right of the Charnel Sink (red X on map) where a
relatively flat shelf of collapsed plantation-era f looring is
slowly sinking into the void. It is a soaked ossuar y drift of

the skeletal remains of thousands of the dead over

centuries, overlaid by a patina/crust of broken bri ck,
crumbling concrete, splintered shelving, rotten pac king
crates, and filthy water piled over unseen holes. T his is not
even the true ground, which is a full 160 feet from the top.
This is a terrible place to scavenge, but Gand’a ma y order
it at gunpoint. That should feel ugly. Men are bein g forced
to crawl across a mass grave for gold while the who le vault

continues to fail.
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Movement is miserable. Long bones roll underfoot.
Splinters stab through soles. A boot placed firmly
twist, sink, or vanish between debris. Characters ¢
run safely. Stealth is nearly impossible; every ste
hollow clatter, wet scraping, or sliding collapse.

may
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Something also moves along the drift. At first glan

like clusters of small bony hands. They are harmles
legged cave arachnids, with pale bodies the size of
beads and legs like bone needles. Huge mounds of th
hang on the walls which had looked like white Spani
moss. They do nothing, except fall in sheets if dis turbed.

KeeperOs Note: Each crossing, hurried movement, or 10 feet of
progress under pressure requires DEX, Climb, or Jump,
KeeperOs choice. Failure means the character falls prone, loses
1 round, drops something, or becomes briefly wedged . Afumble
causes 1D3 damage from a puncture, twisted ankle, o r

crushing stumble. Anyone carrying bullion, a crate, rifle case,
or unconscious person rolls with a Penalty Die. A f ailed roll
while carrying heavy loot drops it to disappear thr ough the drift

AND also advances the Doom Clock by 1. Note that visible
bone drift of jammed and interlocked remains is onl y the upper
crust of the deeper sinkhole bottom 40 feet below t his level.

Possible Finds

¥ Water-damaged payroll packet proving Porra bonpsyments and false
staff names.

¥ Small pneumatic dispatch tube containing partiabrders signed only
0G.M.O & referring to Ospecial removals to MazOrra.

¥ Soaked leather briefcase; $3,000 in counterfeit L. currency, green ink
running off the worthless paper.

¥ A waterproof oilcloth packet with a detailed naital chart showing the
wreck of something called the Vera V (a liquor traport vessel that vanished
entirely in the Florida Straits with all crew/cargearly 1931)

¥ A dry leather sack weighting about 30 Ibs miracously dry; it clinks when
hefted and inside are ~500 worn silver coins, oldgnish pieces of eight.
Worth ~ $150 in 1933 bullion, or several times thato the right antiquarian
buyer, but heavy enough to slow a fleeing man analid enough to betray
every step. Any character carrying it suffers a Padty Die toClimb, Jump,
DEX and Stealth until it is dropped.

¥ Heavy bullion crate: about $50,000 in small goldvars, roughly 200 Ibs.
semi-floating in the bony jetsam. It can be shifted few feet, not sensibly
recovered during collapse.



Anyone below grabbing loot instead of evidence must
choose: drop it, be slowed, or risk being trapped w
next section gives way.

hen the

KeeperOs Choice: Baron Kriminal ~ Stirs

Use this only if the Keeper wants the vault scene take a sharp supernatural
turn. If Matteo is dead or dying, Baron Kriminal aehes into the Charnel Sink
below the vault. He does not raise the dead. He mekthe pit judge the living.

First, everything goes still. The bone-clatter stepRipples flatten. Dust hangs
in the lantern light. The cellar spiders vanish. €h the cold arrives.

The Bone Driftbegins to move with purpose. Loose bones roll ufihiCracks
open beneath boots. Rifles, keys, Porra pay packetsmarked papers, and
loose bullion drag downward as if caught in a slownderground tide. The Sink
does not swallow everyone equally. It favours theilly, armed, and greedy.

Porra agents, and anyone carrying MachadoOs lo@apons, or incriminating
papers, suffer a Penalty Die oDEX, ClimbJump, or STRrolls made to cross,
climb out, pull free, or rescue someone from the B Dropping weapons or
loot removes this Penalty Die. Dropping evidencemeves it too, but may lose
proof forever. The Baron does not distinguish jusé from vengeance cleanly.
On afailed roll, the victim is caught knee-deep, knocked proner wedged in
shifting bone and rubble. On dumble, they are caught waist-deep or slide
toward a new crack. They must be pulled free IHTR, Climb or another
characterOs aid before thBoom Qock advances again. A successful rescue
saves them, but costs time and may force the rescue to abandon gold,
papers, or another trapped person.

If the Investigators try to bargain, no voice answ& They may shout into the
dark, name the guilty, command men to drop weaponthrow Porra keys or
loot into the Drift, display a crucifix, or sweahat prisoners will face judgment
above. The response is not speech but movement. TB®ne Drift loosens
around one man, tightens around another, or goesikfor a single breath. The
BaronOs demand, if understood at all, is simpleveyhim the guilty, or give up
what the guilty carry. A named Porra agent who thwve down his
weapon/confesses loses the Penalty Die, but the Sirstill remembers him.
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KeeperOs Note: Treat the Bone Drift as a physical hazard first &
supernatural judgment second. Before Baron Kriminal acts, it is
unstable terrain. After he acts, it becomes selecti ve, patient, &
cruel. Each failed escape attempt may advance the Doom Clock
by 1. SAN loss should be brief: 0/1 for witnessing the Sink move
with intent, 1/1D4 for being trapped or seeing some one
deliberately taken.

When the Vault Finally Collapses:

The collapse is not observed so much as endured: a
deafening roar, pressure in the chest, dust, spray, falling
grit, and darkness opening behind them. The western half

of the vault tears away. Treasure, broken flooring, and the
fallen door vanish into the Charnel Sink . Anyone looking
back glimpses only fragments: the east wall still s tanding,
cracked and wet; the night-deposit roller ramp clin ging to
it like exposed ribs; black water pouring through b roken
masonry; and dust swallowing everything below. The open

storm-drain panel pours water into the system. The
dormant east-west sewer begins filling with foul wa ter,
falling brick, and bad air. Above, the Old Laundry boiler
room cracks and partially subsides.

The original route is gone. No one knows the way ou t.

When the Doom Clock

N O0/1. Ifa

nish below,
failure

ning

KeeperOs Note: Collapse Effects
reaches 0, anything left below is lost. Call for SA
character is trapped, separated, or sees someone va
use SAN 1/1D3. Ordinary NPCs may instead roll POW;
means panic, freezing, dropping loot, or random run

Aftershocks:
Each major delay, searching, arguing, looting, trea
rescue, or forcing an exit, advances this track by
may split willingly or by accident if masonry falls
etc.

The underground Vault environs shifts & settle.
tment,

1. The party

, Water surges,

1.! Dust & Foul Air:  Penalty Die to Listen, Spot Hidden , Climb,
and similar rolls unless moving at once.

2.! Rising Water: Flooding worsens; footing becomes
uncertain; Penalty Die all mobility/movement rolls.



3.1 Structural Failure: Bricks and mortar fall from the
cracked sewer crown; pushed rolls or loud noise may
trigger more collapse. See Doom Clock for brick damage.
4.! Final Aftershock: Immediate escape required. DEX,

Climb, or J ump to avoid injury, lost gear, separation, or
entrapment

SIDEBAR-VIABLEEXTS Possible signs for an exit need to be searched fo
air currents, hollow echoes, cracked masonry, floaf rising water, gaping
cracks in the floor, or strange piles of fallen rks from overhead The party
may split willingly or by accident if masonry fallsopes snap, water surges
or one group is already climbing when another findssecond exit.

Possble Bxit: Cracked Sewer Crown: The vault ceiling has fractured into
the floor of a dormant sewer crossing above. Ha®&TRor Mechanical
Repairforces a crawl into it. The line connects with theultists© concealed
sewer access beneath YobamaOs Old Laundry sanctuisten may reveal
drums, footsteps, or whispered movement ahead. Thexit may save the
Investigators from drowning underground, but can teer them directly
beneath the Leopard Man SocietyOs main temple.

Passible BExit: Night-deposit Breach: The concealed night-deposit route
climbs nearly 100 feet through two narrow roller raps toward the Old
Laundry boiler room. The tube is barely a metre sape, slick, tilted about
20 degrees, and shaking apart. Each climber makestard Climb roll.
Mechanical Repairmay jam rollers, brace the frame, or rig a rope;
success grants a Bonus Die. Only one person climésfely at a time.
Failure drops gear or slides the climber back; anye below must make
DEXor Climb a be dislodged too. A pushed failure advances Afsérocks
by 1 and may partly block this exit. The tilt-drdgox is too small for a
person, but cracked masonry now gapes beside andens into the
southern boiler and coal area. Harlimbor combinedSTRreaches the
ramp top as frame is twisted. The tilt-drop box &te far end remains too
small for a person, but cracked masonry beside theamp creates a
jagged crawlspace. A pushed STR roll widens the &ck. Failure drops
gear, separates the party, or causes further collap. Escapees emerge in

the Old LaundryOs southern boiler/coal area.

Outcomes of the Mazorra Vault Encounter

The Mazorra Vault has no fixed ending. It is a pres sure
scene: escape, proof, rescue, revenge, or treasure. The
vault is failing. Gand’a wants gold, Claudio wants Porra
betrayal punished, Cordero wants survival, and the
Investigators may want evidence, justice, or a way out.
They may recover the jammed document crate, loose

papers, coins, photographs, the painting cylinder, or
correspondence. The heavy bullion is largely unreac hable

and lost below.
I
Camsequences for the Larger Finale

Vault Result Later Effect

Documents Strengthens Esperanza, Castellanos, Ellery, Flash El

recovered ReyOs tribunal

Gand'a alive A||‘OV\.IS pL_JbIlc exposure, revenge temptation, or Baro
Kriminal intervention

Gand'a dead Satisfies poetic justice but weakens later accounhlity
scenes

Claudio alive Leaves a dangerous loyalist witness or pursuer

Gold recovered Corrupts alliances and creates disputes over ownétip

Gold lost Cleaner and stronger thematically
Vault fully Ends the treasure question and forces the story bk¢o
collapses survival, proof, and justice

"%!

To Be Continued

From Qur Last EpisodeE

The Fantastic Pulps Show & Sale is Canada's premier
convention dedicated to vintage pulp magazines and
paperbacks. | managed to visit again this year on May 30 th
2026 & meet up with friends Don Hutchison ( who turned
95 in April!; see photo below ) who made it despite a fall the

week prior, along with other friends & others | rec ognized
from the local pulp community.

The mixed photo shows the dayOs haul: 31 items in a Il. My
favourite find was a coverless Sept 1935 Weird Tales for $5.
Despite its state, it contains an eldritch mileston e: 19-yo
Robert BlochOs OThe Shambler from the Stars,0 inwh ich the

future author of  Psycho, after writing himself in the story,
blunders & causes the death of a OProvidence Dreame r,0 (a
thinly veiled H. P. Lovecraft & with HPLOs explicit written
permission) by means of a  Star Vampire . In an in-joke
sequel, HBP returned the favour, gleefully doing aw ay with
a young writer named  Robert Blake , in "The Haunter of the
Dark" (1936). | donOt know if permission was sought from
his young protZgZ.



COMMENTS
E&A #12

ATTRONARCH: There is a lot packed in these adventures;
which | enjoyed very much even thought | donOt play fantasy
any more. | especially liked the bit where OCentur iaOs quick
thinking saved the day. She cast Ventriloquism, imi tating
the fat, baby-headed ravenOs call.O, and | shuddere  d at even
the sketch of this monstrosity. | also could just imagine
even the online aghast looks of the players for thi s bit;
O®Wow, you are so smart! This is a great plan! But | have some

really bad news. GOrOsh is already at the farm.O Si  lence. OUh,
huh, where? OO It was a shame that BOTH burning carts
they had the foresight to prepare missed hitting th etroll. "
BRIAN ROGERS: Thanks for your kind words, Bri. It had
been a few too many seasons of serial subtractions. Things
are better now all around. Re burning it all down ; I think |
found a way to stick-handle it; see nextish (or two ).

CLARK TIMMINS: RYCTM and Pixabay : It is not only the
unattributed Al that bothers me. Pixabay also seems
increasingly weaselly in other ways. | tried four s earches for

suitable Ofree images,O just as the search bar adve rtises, for
an invited paper 1Om writing on  Dementia with Lewy Bodies

Three times | was shunted straight to iStock and of fered the
bargain of 10 images for US$55/month. The one semi- useful
Lewy body image | found was a graphical rendering, not a

No thanks, Pixabay . 10l use
Wikimedia Commons , or

proper microscopy slide.
picryl.com which you linked to, or
find or make my own.

ERICA FRANK:
rang very true to me, even though my own closest po
comparison is not four-colour comics so much as the
pulp tradition. | have run into much the same probl emtrying
to imagine a satisfying tabletop treatment of Doc Savage, the
Shadow , the Spider, and similar pulp heroes. On paper they

Your essay on tabletop superhero RPGs
int of
heroic

look like great RPG characters. In practice, they a re closer to
protagonists with a built-in genre contract. The pr oblem is
not simply that they are strong, clever, rich, myst erious, or
hard to kill. It is that the stories around them ar e built to let

those qualities matter in ways most RPG rules handl e badly:
narrative timing, reputation, sudden competence, th eatrical

entrances, improbable escapes, and the tacit assump tion
that they are allowed to dominate certain kinds of scenes.
Pulp Cthulhu s the closest | have found to being usable for
horror, but even there | ended up writing homebrew
Talents aimed less at improving combat statistics than at
giving players permission to behave like pulp heroe S.

Pulp

That still does not solve the deeper problem you id
only shifts the burden from rules to table culture. A
superhero game, like a hero-pulp game, needs agreem ent
that the central question is not always Ocan the he ro survive
this fight?0 but Owhat does failure cost, who gets hurt, what

is lost, and how does the heroOs legend survive or change?0
Without that shared expectation, the Man of Bronze simply
becomes flightless Superman in a brown suit with a ripped
Oxford shirt, and the whole thing collapses into an ordinary
tactical TT adventure with larger numbers.

entify. It
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Re Brindlewood Bay: | learned from a DM from  Lisa Padol

from your BB write-up that | got the facts wrong wh en |
thought the player-controlled PCs had framed someon e but
instead had determined another NPC else had done th e

same. Mea culpa.

JIM VASSILAKOS:  Oln Search of a Peaceful PathO reminded
me of the concept of the professional OFair Witness O from
Stranger in a Strange Land , someone trained and legally
empowered to observe events and report only what sh
directly  perceives, without inference, assumption,
embellishment, or advocacy. Your proposed ONeutral Truth
ProtocolQ is, in effect, a technological or institu tionalized Fair
Witness for the digital world: not necessarily a ruler at first,
but a certified arbiter of provenance and factualit y. A 2025
essay on OFair Witnesses of the Digital WorldO | read makes
this same connection, but draws the opposite conclu sion.
The problem is, they argue, once any Fair Witness becomes
digital, international, and plugged into all media traffic, it
stops being merely a witness. It becomes an arbiter of public
reality. HeinleinOs OFair WitnessO Anne can say, in  effect, Othe

e

house is white on this side.O But an Al truth proto col might
be deciding which houses the public is allowed to s ee at all,
which images count as houses, and which authorities getto
certify the paint. That may still be preferable to universal

deepfake epistemic collapse, but it is no longer ne utral
observation. Itis governance bya  Computocracy that curates
its own certified reality. <> RYCTM on Masterpiece; you
realize such compliments just goad me on. !

JOHN REDDEN: So glad to learn you are on the mend! |
personally know of some Family MDs who dread retiri ng
since they know that their long-term patients will be cast
adrift. SNERK at your comment to Gabriel & Raisin the Dead.

JOSHUA KRONENGOLD: RYCTM on Baron Kriminal and the
PCs: OIOm not quite sure how the PCs can protect pe ople from
him, but apparently itDs possible?0 ! That is exactly the
problem | am trying to solve. | do not think the PC s can
simply fight Baron Kriminal, banish him, or talk him into
going away. My current thought is that their best h opeisto
support Othello, the blind former Santer'a practitioner, in
performing a rite that is less a battle of Haitian vs Cuban
Voudon traditions than an Orisha hearing . OthelloOs

argument would be that the BaronOs grievance may be real,
but his reach has become excessive. The ceremony wo uld
not deny vengeance, but set limits upon it: disting uishing

the guilty from the merely vulnerable, naming where the
Baron may act and where he may not, and preventing him
from roaming Mazorra indiscriminately. That gives t he PCs
useful work & agency without letting them Odefeat® him
conventionally. They can protect Othello, gather na mes and
evidence, defend innocents, and help make the publi c
declaration credible enough that even a supernatura I
avenger must answer it. | see them helping Othello put

Baron Kriminal back inside a moral jurisdiction.

Re Health Update: To quote some of my surgeon colleagues,
OBetter out than in!O and OHeal with SteelO; seriou  sly kudos
for good news. RYC to Roger BW on  Traveller New Era : If
GDW had done as you suggest back in the 90s, that o f
adding new Eras and not throwing everything out and



started with a setting no one liked but the writers
wouldnOt have alienated so many fans (including mys

they
elf).

LISA PADOL: RYCTM on RYCTM on Peter Hildreth; we had
another Zoom Savage Worlds session the week before this
monthOs deadline and he spontaneously mentioned wan ting
to write something. RYCTM on that AEG LotFR boxed set
having a similar approach; thanks for this tip for

factions/timing, | have been struggling on how to b est
accomplish this. ItOs easy in my head but to write it down for
someone else to possibly use is daunting.

MARK A. WILSON : | hope you had fun at Origins and will
share a con-writeup complete with photos thish!

MATT OCapt. Baloney FaceO STEVENS: Iceland! So
jealous. DonOt wander off a path, lose your footing , and

end up with one leg in a geyser. Seriously, this ha ppened

to someone | know.

MICHAEL CULE ; My brain lurched every time | read Oinsula®
since itOs a neurological term for a part of the br ain. Looking

it up itOs an architectural term for an ancient Rom an
apartment/city block and the meaning of the origina | Latin
term is QislandO.

MYLES CORCORAN: RARE. The Magnolia/Bayleaf scenein
Mausritter was my favourite bit of your zine. This gives new
meaning to Osparking®, a now obsolete American Engl ish that
means romancing, or wooing, and refers to sparking the
attention of a woman Ocaused by the fire burning in the heart

of a gentleman admirerO. Your busy  Landau write-up was

entertaining on so many levels too; would-be jewel thieves
with bruised knuckles, fondue fork jabbing, flooded grave-
yards, and finally a roving mob of religious zealot s which
everyone acts as if like itDs an approaching natura | disaster.
It sounds like barely controlled chaos, and you hav e some

amazing players to GM.

PATRICK BRADY: Hey, you are back! Woot! | still have the
Tekumel RPG book you wrote (and it goes for bonkers prices

now. | think the scenario at GenCon | played in yea rs ago
was one you wrote but GMed by a colleague of yours Joe
Saul; | recall | had fun using the Oeye of invisibility ~ O my PC
had in the game both offensively and defensively to turn

everyone, friend and foe alike , invisible, and everyone was

floundering not knowing they were attacking their f oes or
their friends. | like very much the concept OSo yo u get
plonked into a scenario with a pre-generated charac ter based
on a real person and see how well you do compared t o the
historical event.0 Yes, you can use my Mazorra mat erial.

Any feedback would be greatly appreciated!

PEDRO PANHOCA DA SILVA & CAMILA LOUREN,O
PANHOCA: Re Coraso Acelerando ; the limited choice list of
three options was cut off at one; | can guess that one of the
other three options is to just keep on reading, but what on
earth is the third??

ROGER BW : RYCTM on Mazorra being challenging to run  : |
grant that completely. | am not sure it could be ru n easily by
anyone other than me, and even then only if | were at the top

of my GM game, with players who were patient, forgi ving,
and willing to meet the material halfway. That said , am not
writing Mazorra only as a ready-to-run adventure in the
ordinary sense. | am also writing it because | hav e a strong
creative itch about role-playing that | am not othe rwise
getting much chance to scratch as a monthly player in an
online game. Part of the pleasure is pushing my gam ing
brain against a difficult structure: too many facti ons, clocks,
NPC agendas, and bits of history pressing in on one terrible
place. It may be overbuilt as a table document, but it is
deliberately overbuilt as an exercise in thinking t hrough
choice and consequences.

Mazorra may be difficult to run. It may even be too much to
run as written. But writing it is still useful to m e, and | hope
useful to readers, because it lets me test the oute r limits of
what a Pulp Cthulhu scenario can contain. Even if n 0 one
runs the whole thing, pieces of it may be stolen, s implified,
reskinned, or used as warnings about what happens w hen a
horror scenario becomes a haunted machine with too many
moving parts.<> Re Of Dice & Meeples: The first issue looks
very nicely put together. All the best for issue # 2! <> And

another Grognard Files fan shout-out. !

TIMOTHY COLLINSON: | was quite envious of your

attendance at North Star 9. And then, only a month later,
another UK convention run by BITS appears on the ca lendar.
You are spoiled over there. | also remember reading JGOs

Darthanon Queen while looking for ideas to steal for my own
homebrew Traveller convention scenario, Fate of the Beowulf
though | came away empty-handed on that occasion. T he
crocheted Alien-Spider Jane P. made, and which you
photographed, was a delightfully odd convention tre asure.
But no convention selfies? Your Oclosingd of ~ Gee Cows to the
Rescue as a press conference is genius. Finally,
congratulations on your daughterOs recent wedding, and |
hope the speech went happily and well.

ME: | always wince when | spot a spelling or grammatica I
error after spending hours skimming my own text. Na turally,
one survived. For example, on page 8, where | wrote 0J.
BarreraOs Post-MD Twsha Acceleration,O it shouldre  ad Opost-
mortem Twsha Acceleration.O

This milestone issue #250 of ~ Age of Menace also happens to

coincide with my own milestone 60th birthday. To ma rk the
occasion, 1Ove added a little extra colour to the f  ront page. |

also somehow managed to write over 40 pages, gulp, and
have bumped about two-thirds of the material into u pcoming
issues.

Everyone Else: RAEBNC

June 21st 2026. BCM
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