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The next three IgTheme’s don’t inspire much from me, so I may 
start a semi-regular feature, “Weird Mechanic of the Month Club.” 
�t���[�o�o���•�����J���/�v���š�Z�����u�����v�Ÿ�u���X�X�X

Three Theses on Fantasy Races

The IgTheme
�^�t�Z���š�[�•���š�Z�����u�}�•�š���]�v�š���Œ���•�Ÿ�v�P���(���v�š���•�Ç���Œ���������˜�l�}�Œ���•���]���v�������.���Ÿ�}�v���•�‰��-
cies you’ve played, NPCed, or simply read about, and which, if any, 
���}���Ç�}�µ���‰���Œ�•�}�v���o�o�Ç���]�����v�Ÿ�(�Ç���Á�]�š�Z�M�_

�/���‰�o���Ç���Z�µ�u���v�•�X���^�}�u���Ÿ�u���•���š�Z���Ç�[�Œ�����]�u�u�}�Œ�š���o���Z�µ�u���v�•�U�����}�Œ���•�š�µ�����Ç�����o-
���}�Z�}�o�]�����Z�µ�u���v�•�U���}�Œ���u�]�v�]���š�µ�Œ�����Z�µ�u���v�•���Á�]�š�Z���‰�}�]�v�š�Ç���Z���š�•�X���K�š�Z���Œ���Ÿ�u���•��
�š�Z���Ç�[�Œ�����Z�µ�u���v�•���Á�]�š�Z���(�µ�v�l�Ç�������Œ�•�U���}�Œ���������������v�Ÿ�•�š�Œ�Ç�U���}�Œ���š�Z���Ç���Z���À����
�µ�P�o�Ç���Z�������r�Œ�]���P���•�����v�����š���o�l�������}�µ�š���Z�}�v�}�Œ�������o�}�š�X���^�}�u���Ÿ�u���•���š�Z���Ç�����Œ�]�v�l��
���o�}�}���U���•�Z�}�}�š���o���•���Œ�•���}�µ�š���}�(���š�Z���]�Œ�����Ç���•�U���}�Œ���G�Ç�����Œ�}�µ�v�����]�v���š�Z���]�Œ���µ�v�����Œ�Á�����Œ�X���>���š�[�•���(���������]�š�U���š�Z�}�µ�P�Z�W���d�Z���Ç�[�Œ�������o�o��
humans, in one way or another.

�d�Œ�}�µ���o�����]�•���Á�������}�v�[�š���Z���À�������v�Ç���P�}�}���U���Œ�����o���Á�}�Œ�o�������o�š���Œ�v���Ÿ�À���•���š�}���Z�µ�u���v�•���}�+���Á�Z�]���Z���š�}���u�}�����o�����‰���Œ�•�}�v-
���o�]�Ÿ���•�X�����š�������•�š���Á�����Z���À�������v�]�u���o�•�U�����v�����Á�Z�]�o�����•�}�u�������v�]�u���o�•�����Œ�����À���Œ�Ç���•�u���Œ�š�U�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�����Ÿ�}�v�•���Z���À���v�[�š��
evolved beyond “Koko want banana banana banana.”  Thoughts less inane than those are, for now, 
hidden from us.

Tolkien and Race
Fantasy “races,” as we know them today, are clearly derived from Tolkien1, and to understand them 
�/���š�Z�]�v�l���Á�����v���������š�}���o�}�}�l�����š���Z�]�•���Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�]�����o�����}�v�š���Æ�š�X���,���Œ�����]�v���š�Z�������u���Œ�]�����•���Á�����•�������^�Œ�������_���]�v���À���Œ�Ç�����Œ�}������
�š���Œ�u�•�W���t�Z�]�š���U�����o�����l�U�����•�]���v�U�����v�����}�š�Z���Œ�•���š�}���.�o�o���}�µ�š�������P���������•���•�X���d�Z���Œ���[�•�����v���}�o�����Œ�����}�v�����‰�š���}�(���^�Œ�������U�_��
�š�Z�}�µ�P�Z�U���}�v�����š�Z���š���‰���Œ�•�]�•�š�������]�v�š�}���š�Z���������Œ�o�Ç���î�ì�š�Z�������v�š�µ�Œ�Ç�W���^�Œ�������_�����•�������•�Ç�v�}�v�Ç�u���(�}�Œ���^�v���Ÿ�}�v�_���}�Œ�����š�Z�v�]����
group, a group with a shared ancestry, history and culture.

Tolkien, as a philologist and folklorist, would have been enmeshed in that framework. Historical lin-
�P�µ�]�•�Ÿ���•���Á���Œ�����]�v���]�•�‰���v�•�����o�����]�v���Á�}�Œ�l�]�v�P���}�µ�š�������^�Œ�������[�•�_���Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�Ç���r�r���}�v�o�Ç���Œ�������v�š�o�Ç���•�µ�‰�‰�o���v�š���������Ç�����E�������v���o�Ç-
�•�]�•���r�r�����v�����š�Z���š���Á���•���Œ���G�����š�������]�v���}�o���r�Ÿ�u���Ç���š���Œ�u�•���•�µ���Z�����•���^�š�Z���������o�Ÿ�����Œ�������U�_���^�š�Z�������v�P�o�}�r�^���Æ�}�v���Œ�������U�_���^�š�Z����
�^���u�]�Ÿ�����Œ�������_�����v�����•�}���(�}�Œ�š�Z�X���>���v�P�µ���P�����(���u�]�o�]���•�����v�����^�Œ�������_���Á���Œ�����]�v�š���Œ�š�Á�]�v�����X
1�����}�v�[�š�����}�š�Z���Œ�����Œ�P�µ�]�v�P�X���d�Z�����}�Œ�]�P�]�v���o�����˜�����Œ�������•���Á���Œ�������o�À���•�U�����Á���Œ�À���•�����v�����,�}�����]�š�•�U�����v�����š�Z���Ç���}�v�o�Ç�����Z���v�P�������,�}��-
���]�š�•���š�}���^�,���o�G�]�v�P�•�_�����L���Œ���š�Z�����d�}�o�l�]���v�����•�š���š�������}�u�‰�o���]�v�����X���'�Ç�P���Æ�������v�]�������š�Z�����]�v�G�µ���v���������µ�š���Z�����Á���•�����o�����Œ�o�Ç���o�Ç�]�v�P�X
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�d�Ç�‰�]�����o�o�Ç�U���š�Z�����u�}�•�š�����Œ���Z���]�����o�]�v�P�µ�]�•�Ÿ�������À�]�����v�������Á�����Z���À�����]�•���]�v���š�Z�����(�}�Œ�u���}�(�����‰�]���•�U���u�Ç�š�Z�•�����v�����(���]�Œ�Ç���š���o���•�U���•�}��
�]�š�[�•���v�}���•�µ�Œ�‰�Œ�]�•�����š�Z���š���u���v�Ç���•���Z�}�o���Œ�•�U���o�]�l�����d�}�o�l�]���v�U���Á���Œ�����š�Œ���]�v�������]�v���o�]�v�P�µ�]�•�Ÿ���•��and folklore, and possibly 
�š�Z�����P�Œ�����š���•�š���‰�]�}�v�����Œ�•���]�v�����}�š�Z���.���o���•���Á���Œ�����š�Z�������Œ�}�š�Z���Œ�•���'�Œ�]�u�u�X

�d�Z�����'�Œ�]�u�u�•�[���Á�}�Œ�l���Z�����������‰�}�o�]�Ÿ�����o�����•���Á���o�o�����•�������������u�]�����‰�µ�Œ�‰�}�•���W���d�}���•�Z�}�Á���š�Z���š���'���Œ�u���v�•���Z�����������Œ�]���Z��
�•�Z���Œ���������µ�o�š�µ�Œ�����r�r���i�µ�•�š���o�]�l�����š�Z�����'�Œ�����l�•�U���Á�Z�}�•�����]�v�����‰���v�����v�������•�š�Œ�µ�P�P�o�����Á���•�����������µ�•���������o�����Œ�����}�(���š�Z�����Ÿ�u����
-- and their volk�������•���Œ�À�����������µ�v�]�.�����U���]�v�����‰���v�����v�š���•�š���š���X���E���Ÿ�}�v���o�]�•�š�•�������Œ�}�•�•�����µ�Œ�}�‰�����(�}�o�o�}�Á�������š�Z���]�Œ�����Æ-
���u�‰�o���U���u�}�•�š���v�}�š�����o�Ç�����o�]���•���>�}�v�v�Œ�‚�š���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�����<���o���À���o��, who established the precedent that every “race” 
needed its own heroic, mythological epic.

�/���š�Z�]�v�l���š�Z�]�•���]�•���š�Z�����v�������•�•���Œ�Ç�����}�v�š���Æ�š���(�}�Œ���D�]�����o���������Œ�š�Z�X���d�}�o�l�]���v�������u�����µ�‰���Á�]�š�Z�����v���]�u���P�]�v���Œ�Ç���o���v�P�µ���P���U�����o-
�À�]�•�Z�U�����o�}�v�P���Á�]�š�Z���]�š�•���u���v�Ç�������•�����v�����v�š�•�X���/�š���Á���•���}�v�o�Ç���v���š�µ�Œ���o���š�}���(�}�o�o�}�Á���š�Z���š���Á�]�š�Z�������v���Ÿ�}�v���o�����‰�]���U�������<���o���À��-
la���(�}�Œ���š�Z�������o�À���•�U�����v����voila! �d�Z�����^�]�o�u���Œ�]�o�o�]�}�v was born.

�E�}�Á���]�(�����o�o���š�Z�]�•���š���o�l���}�(���^�Œ�������•�_�����v�����'���Œ�u���v���v���Ÿ�}�v���o�]�•�u���u���l���•���Ç�}�µ���v���Œ�À�}�µ�•�Y���š�Z���š�[�•���µ�v�����Œ�•�š���v�������o���X��
�E���Ì�]���]�����}�o�}�P�Ç�����}�u���]�v�������^�•���]���v�Ÿ�.���_���Œ�����]�•�u���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�������š�Z�v�]���r�o�]�v�P�µ�]�•�Ÿ���������š���P�}�Œ�]���•���}�(���}�o�����v���Ÿ�}�v���o�]�•�š�•�X��
�t�Z�]�o�����,�]�š�o���Œ�����]���v�[�š�������Œ�����u�µ���Z�������}�µ�š���(�}�o�l�o�}�Œ�����~���Æ�����‰�š�����•�����v�����Œ�Ÿ�•�Ÿ�����•�µ���i�����š�U���o�]�l�����]�v���t���P�v���Œ�]���v���}�‰���Œ���•�U��
other Nazis like Himmler very much did. Check out �d�Z�����K�����µ�o�š���Z�}�}�š�•���}�(���E���Ì�]�•�u���~�í�õ�ô�ñ�•�����Ç��
�'�}�}���Œ�]���l�r���o���Œ�l�����]�(���Ç�}�µ�[�Œ�����]�v�š���Œ���•�š�����X

�>�µ���l�]�o�Ç���v�}�v�����}�(���š�Z�]�•���Œ���G�����š�•���u�µ���Z���}�v���d�}�o�l�]���v�X���t�Z�]�o�������v�����Œ���Z�����}�v�•���Œ�À���Ÿ�À�����]�v���u���v�Ç���Á���Ç�•�U���Z���������š���•�š������
�Á���Œ�����v�����Á���Œ�r�u�}�v�P���Œ�•���o�]�l�����,�]�š�o���Œ���Z�������v�}�����‰�‰�����o���š�}���Z�]�u�X���������]�Ÿ�}�v���o�o�Ç�U���d�}�o�l�]���v���Á���•�����v�������������u�]�����Á�Z�}��
�l�v���Á���Á�Z���š���Z�����Á���•���š���o�l�]�v�P�������}�µ�š, while Hitler was a crank who made his shit up, and Tolkien could tell 
�Z�]�•���š���o�l���}�(��� �̂��Œ�Ç���v�•�_���Á���•���]�o�o�r�]�v�(�}�Œ�u�������P���Œ�����P���X

Fantasy Races … of the World!
�/�D�K���]�š���Á�}�µ�o���v�[�š���������(���]�Œ���š�}�������o�o���d�}�o�l�]���v�������Œ�����]�•�š�U���]�v���š�Z�������}�v�À���v�Ÿ�}�v���o��
�•���v�•���U���o���š�����o�}�v���������E���Ì�]�U�����µ�š���Z�]�•���‰���Œ�•�‰�����Ÿ�À�����Á���•�������Œ�š���]�v�o�Ç�����µ�Œ�}�����v-
�š�Œ�]���U�����v�����š�Z���š�����Æ�š���v���������š�}�����˜�������•���Á���o�o�X

Recently I heard someone say “Humans, being the best race, are 
���o�����Œ���•�š���v���r�]�v�•���(�}�Œ���Á�Z�]�š�����‰���}�‰�o�����]�v�����˜���U���Á�Z�]�o�����š�Z�����}�š�Z���Œ�•���•�š���v����
�(�}�Œ���‰���}�‰�o�����}�(�����}�o�}�Œ�X�_���d�Z�]�•���]�•���Á�Œ�}�v�P���}�v���š�Á�}���o���À���o�•�W���,�µ�u���v�•���Á���Œ�����v�}�š��
�š�Z���������•�š���Œ���������µ�v�Ÿ�o���ï�����r�r���Ç�}�µ���}�v�o�Ç���‰�o���Ç�����������í�����Z�µ�u���v���]�(���Ç�}�µ���Á���v�š������
a Paladin -- and ���o�o���}�(���š�Z�����Œ�������•���Á���Œ�����Á�Z�]�š��, not just humans. (See 
�����À�]�����^�µ�š�Z���Œ�o���v���[�•���]�o�o�}���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�����W�o���Ç���Œ�•���,���v�����}�}�l, on the right, if 
�Ç�}�µ�����}�v�[�š�������o�]���À�����u���X�•���/���Á�}�µ�o���v�[�š�������o�o���]�š���Œ�����]�•�š���~�/���š�Œ�Ç���š�}���•�Z�}�Á���Œ��-
�•�š�Œ���]�v�š���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�}�•�������o���]�u�•�•�U�����µ�š���]�š���Á���•�������Œ�š���]�v�o�Ç���‰�Œ�}�À�]�v���]���o�����v�����v���]�À��.

I �Á�}�µ�o�����o�]�l�����š�}���•�������(���v�š���•�Ç���Z�W�'�•���������}�u�����o���•�•�����µ�Œ�}�����v�š�Œ�]���U���v�}�š���}�v�o�Ç��
�(�}�Œ���•�}���]���o�r�i�µ�•�Ÿ�������Œ�����•�}�v�•�U�����µ�š���š�}���‰�Œ�}�À�]�������u�}�Œ�����À���Œ�]���š�Ç�U�����v�����š�}���]�v-
�š�Œ�}���µ�������µ�•���š�}���µ�v�(���u�]�o�]���Œ���Á�}�Œ�o�����š�Œ�����]�Ÿ�}�v�•�X���K�v�����Á���Ç���š�}���•�š���Œ�š���Á�}�µ�o����
be to recognize that Tolkienesque races ���Œ�������µ�Œ�}�‰�����v�U�����v�����]�(���Ç�}�µ��
�Á���v�š���š�}���P�}�������Ç�}�v�������µ�Œ�}�‰���U���Ç�}�µ�Œ���(���v�š���•�Ç���Œ�������•���•�Z�}�µ�o���������������•�������}�v���v�}�v�r���µ�Œ�}�‰�����v���(�}�o�l�o�}�Œ���X���E�}�š�Z�]�v�P��
�����‰�Œ���•�•���•���u�����u�}�Œ�����š�Z���v���.�v���]�v�P���������˜�����•�µ�‰�‰�o���u���v�š���(�}�Œ���&���v�š���•�Ç�����(�Œ�]�����U���&���v�š���•�Ç���/�v���]���U���&���v�š���•�Ç���K�������v�]����
�}�Œ���Á�Z���Œ���À���Œ�����v�����•�����]�v�P���š�Z�����µ�•�µ���o�����Á���Œ�À���•�U�����o�À���•�����v�����,���o�G�]�v�P�•�X
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There are many, many legendary creatures who could be used as PC races; you can look through Wiki-
�‰�����]���[�•���>�]�•�š���}�(���D�Ç�š�Z�]�����,�µ�u���v�}�]���•���š�}���P���š�������•���v�•�����}�(���š�Z�����‰�}�•�•�]���]�o�]�Ÿ���•�X���/�(���Ç�}�µ���Á���v�š���š�}���P���v���Œ���o�]�Ì�����/�[�����•���Ç��
�š�Z���•�������Œ�����•�}�u�����}�(���š�Z�����u�}�•�š�����}�u�u�}�v���š�Ç�‰���•�������Œ�}�•�•���š�Z�����Á�}�Œ�o���W


ý	 �>�]�©�o�����W���}�‰�o���X���d�]�v�Ç�U���u�]�•���Z�]���À�}�µ�•���P�}���o�]�v�r���}�Œ���P�v�}�u���r���o�]�l���������]�v�P�•�U���}�L���v���Á�]�š�Z���u���P�]�����o���‰�}�Á���Œ�•�X
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from sinister, solitary wilderness predators to sociable beings who can walk into villages without being 
lynched. I think that work would be worth it, though.
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the player characters.
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from the designer, as well as a lot of pages, 
which would lose games the coveted “rules light” 
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I’m glad surgery went well!
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Welcome back!
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ignore them. Sure, perform the rites and keep the gods happy, they seemed to say, but true wisdom 
comes elsewhere. This wasn’t universal -- Jews and Zoroastrians certainly didn’t feel that way -- but it 
was the dominant trend.
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�P�}�]�v�P���š�}���Z���À���������ò�ñ�r�Ç�����Œ�r�}�o�������}�u�]���•���µ�v�]�À���Œ�•���U���Á�Z�Ç���������•�}���•�Ÿ�v�P�Ç���]�v���]�v�À���v�Ÿ�v�P���]�v���v���Á�����Z���Œ�����š���Œ�•�M���&�]�v��������
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random woman in Mumbai selling sandwiches and make �Z���Œ��the next 
�t���š���Z���Œ�X���^�}�µ�š�Z�����•�]���v���Œ���������Œ�•���Á�]�o�o�����‰�‰�Œ�����]���š�����]�š�X

Brian Misiazsek
�W�µ�o�‰�����š�Z�µ�o�Z�µ���d���o���v�š�•�W���K�v�����}�(���š�Z���•���������Ç�•���/�[�u���P�}�]�v�P���š�}���P���š���������}�‰�Ç���}�(���W�µ�o�‰��
���š�Z�µ�o�Z�µ�U�����µ�š���•�����o�Ç���š�Z���Œ�����Á���Œ�����v�}�����}�‰�]���•�����š���u�Ç���&�>�'�^���}�v���u�Ç���o���•�š���À�]�•�]�š�X��
�^�}���/�[�u���P�}�]�v�P���]�v���•���u�]�r���o�]�v�����Z���Œ���X�����v�Ç�Á���Ç�U���u�Ç���‰�Œ���(���Œ���v�������]�•���(�}�Œ���š�Z���•�����š�}��
be ���]���P���Ÿ���U�� i.e., they can be explained in game world, non-mechani-
�����o���š���Œ�u�•�X���^�}���(�}�Œ�����Æ���u�‰�o���U���î�&�d���Z�����������^�W�o���•�Ÿ�����&�������_���P�]�u�u�]���l���~�o�]�l�����Á�Z���š��
�Z�]���Z���Œ���������v�•�}�v���Z�����•���Á�Z�]���Z���P���À�����Z���Œ�}���•�����}�v�µ�•���•���}�v�����]�•�P�µ�]�•�����Œ�}�o�o�•�X�����µ�š��
�Z�}�Á���]�•���•�}�u���}�v�����Á�]�š�Z���^�D�µ�•���o���•���}�(�����Œ�}�v�Ì���_�����]�+���Œ���v�š���(�Œ�}�u���•�}�u���}�v����
�Á�]�š�Z�������Z�]�P�Z���^�š�Œ���v�P�š�Z���•���}�Œ���M���t�Z�Ç���v�}�š���i�µ�•�š���P�]�À�����Z���Œ�}���•���Z�]�P�Z���Œ�������]�o�]�š�Ç���}�Œ��
�•�l�]�o�o���•���}�Œ���•�M

�^�K�v�����}�(���u�Ç�����}�v�����Œ�v�•���]�•���š�Z���š���Z�Á�������}�v�[�š���š���o�l�������}�µ�š���‰�}�o�]�Ÿ���•�[�������v���À���Œ�Ç�������•�]�o�Ç��
�������}�u�����Z�Á�������}�v�[�š���‹�µ���•�Ÿ�}�v���š�Z�����•�š���š�µ�•���‹�µ�}�X�[���,�µ�Ì�Ì���Z�J�����/�����P�Œ���������}�u�‰�o���š��-
�o�Ç�X�_���E�}�š�����š�Z���š�[�•���Z�}�P���Œ�[�•���‰�}�•�]�Ÿ�}�v�U���v�}�š���u�]�v���J�����o�š�Z�}�µ�P�Z���/�����}�v�[�š�����]�•���P�Œ������
�Á�]�š�Z���š�Z���š���•�š���š���u���v�š�U���v�}�š�����Æ�����š�o�Ç�X���^�Ÿ�o�o�U���Á�����•�Z�}�µ�o�����Œ���u���u�����Œ���]�š�������v���������������}�µ���o���r�����P�������•�Á�}�Œ���X���t�Z���v��
Nazis purged language of “Jewish” typefaces (as Avram �u���v�Ÿ�}�v�����•���š�Z���š���Á���•�������^�‰�}�o�]�Ÿ�����o�_�������š�X���/���v�}�Á��
�o�]�À�����]�v���������}�µ�v�š�Œ�Ç���Á�Z���Œ�����‰�Œ���À�]�}�µ�•�o�Ç�����‰�}�o�]�Ÿ�����o���]�v�•�Ÿ�š�µ�Ÿ�}�v�•�����Œ���������]�v�P���‰�}�o�]�Ÿ���]�Ì���������o�o���š�Z�����Ÿ�u���U�����v�����v�}�š���]�v��
�š�Z�����Œ�]�P�Z�š�����]�Œ�����Ÿ�}�v�J

�h�v�����Œ�•�š���v�����š�Z���š�����•���š�Z�����������l�P�Œ�}�µ�v�����(�}�Œ���Á�Z���š���/�[�u���Á�Œ�]�Ÿ�v�P�X���/���o�]�À�����]�v���������}�µ�v�š�Œ�Ç���Á�Z���Œ�����š�Á�}���•�]�����•�����}�v�[�š���š���o�l��
�š�}�U�����v�������Œ�������}�v�•���‹�µ���v�š�o�Ç���š���Œ�Œ�]�.�������}�(�U���������Z���}�š�Z���Œ�X���/���š�Z�]�v�l���š�Z�����Œ�]�P�Z�š���]�•���u�}�Œ�����š�}�����o���u�����(�}�Œ���š�Z�]�•�U�����µ�š���/�����o�•�}��
�š�Z�]�v�l���o���L�r�Á�]�v�P�������À�}�������Ç�������v���������š���Œ�Œ�]���o�Ç���µ�v�‰���Œ�•�µ���•�]�À�������v�����Z���o�‰���������Œ�]�v�P���µ�•���š�}���š�Z�]�•���‰�}�]�v�š�X

Patrick Riley
�^�d�Z�����u�����]���À���o�������š�Z�}�o�]�������Z�µ�Œ���Z�����}�µ�o�����.�š���]�v�������Z�P���v���Œ�]���[���(���v�š���•�Ç���P���u���_�W���d�Z�����‰�Œ�}���o���u���]�•���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�������o���Œ�]����
���o���•�•�U���Á�Z�]���Z���À���P�µ���o�Ç���Œ���•���u���o���•�������š�Z�}�o�]�����.�P�Z�Ÿ�v�P���}�Œ�����Œ�•�U�����µ�š���v�}�š�Z�]�v�P�����o�•���X���D�Ç�����}�u���]�v���}�(���š�Z�����������������˜����
�����u�‰���]�P�v���Z�����������‰�•���µ���}�r�K�Œ�š�Z�}���}�Æ�����Z�µ�Œ���Z�U�����µ�š���/���Z�������š�}�����Z���v�P�����š�Z�������o���Œ�]���W���/���š�}�}�l�����Á���Ç���]�š�•�����Œ�u�}�Œ���‰�Œ�}�.-
ciencies and gave it extra skills instead, which seemed closer to a “generic” priest class IMO. (I wrote 
�µ�‰���š�Z�������o���•�•���]�v�����v���}�o�������˜���U�����o�}�v�P���Á�]�š�Z���}�š�Z���Œ�����o���Œ�]�����À���Œ�]���v�š�•�X�•

AI�W���^�š�Z�����}�š�Z���Œ���v���Œ�Œ���Ÿ�À�����/���Z�����Œ�������}�µ�š�����/���]�•���Z�}�Á���Á�������o�o���•�Z�}�µ�o�������������u���Œ�����]�v�P�����v�����µ�•�]�v�P���]�š���]�v���}�µ�Œ���Á�}�Œ�l�X�_��
�K�Z�U�������Œ�š���]�v�o�Ç�X���/�[�u�����o�u�}�•�š�������Œ�š���]�v���š�Z�]�•���]�•�������.�v���v���]���o�����µ�����o���U���‰�Œ�}�‰�‰�������µ�‰�����Ç���s���U�����v�������/���]�•�������]�v�P���‰�µ�•�Z�������}�v��
�µ�•�����Ç���µ�v�]�u���P�]�v���Ÿ�À���U���•�}�µ�o�o���•�•���P�Z�}�µ�o�•�X�ï�����L���Œ���š�Z�������µ�����o�����‰�}�‰�•�U���š�Z�}�µ�P�Z�U���/���š�Z�]�v�l���Á���[�o�o�������P�]�v���š�}���•�������]�v�š���o�o�]-
�P���v�š���������‰�š���Ÿ�}�v�V���š�Z�]�v�l���}�(��pets.com in the dot-com bubble versus chewy today.

Lisa Padol
� �̂��v�Ç�š�Z�]�v�P���]�v���‰���Œ�Ÿ���µ�o���Œ���Ç�}�µ���Á���v�š���š�}���‰�o���Ç�l�Œ�µ�v�M�_���z�[�l�v�}�Á���Y���/�[�u���v�}�š���•�µ�Œ���X���������}�µ�‰�o�����Ç�����Œ�•�����P�}���/���i�}�]�v����������
�o�}�����o���P�Œ�}�µ�‰���(�}�Œ���}�v�����•���•�•�]�}�v�X���/�š���Á���•���}�À���Œ���•�}�}�u�U���š�Z�����‰�o���Ç���Œ�•���Á���Œ�����u�]�����o���r���P�������P�µ�Ç�•�U���š�Z�����Œ�µ�o���•���Á���Œ�����ñ����
���˜���U�����v�����Á�����Á���Œ�����.�P�Z�Ÿ�v�P���}�Œ���•�X���/���‹�µ�]���l�o�Ç���������]���������^�š�Z�]�•���]�•���o���u���_�����v�����‹�µ�]�š�X���/���(���o�š�������o�]�©�o�����������U�����v�����u���Ç������
�/���•�Z�}�µ�o�����Z���À�����•�š�µ���l���Á�]�š�Z���]�š�M���/���(�����o�����µ�Œ�v�������}�µ�š���}�v���'�D�]�v�P�����L���Œ���u�Ç���‰���v�����u�]���������u�‰���]�P�v�U�����µ�š���/���u�]�P�Z�š���Z���À����
to to get what I’d want.

�ï���/���l�����‰���š�Z�]�v�l�]�v�P���}�(�����/�r�‰�Œ�}�u�}�š���Œ���D���Œ�l���•�µ���l���Œ�����Œ�P�U���Á�Z�}���•�‰���v�š�����]�o�o�]�}�v�•�����µ�]�o���]�v�P�������À�]�Œ�š�µ���o���Á�}�Œ�o�����Y�����v�����µ�•�������]�š���(�}�Œ��
���µ�•�]�v���•�•���u�����Ÿ�v�P�•�X
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�/�����}�v�[�š���Á���v�š���š�}���������š�}�}�����Œ���v�l�Ç�������}�µ�š���š�Z�����'���u�����:���u�•�X���/�(���‰���}�‰�o�������Œ�����Z���À�]�v�P���(�µ�v���š�Z���Ç���•�Z�}�µ�o�����l�����‰�����}�]�v�P���]�š�X��
Heck, �/�����]�����•�}�u���š�Z�]�v�P���o�]�l��������� �̂P���u�����i���u�_���Á�Z���v���/���Á���•�������š�����v���P���Œ�U���Á�Z���v���/���Á���•�����Z���o�o���v�P�������š�}���Á�Œ�]�š�������v���Z�W�'��
in under an hour. I did it, although said friends told me it was lame. (*�•�Z�Œ�µ�P* They were teenagers, 
�Á�Z���š�������v���Ç�}�µ�����Æ�‰�����š�M�•���K�v�����]�•�•�µ�����]�•���š�Z���š���u���l�]�v�P���]�š������� �̂P���u���_���•�����o�•���]�š���}�+�����•���������}�u�‰�o���š�����‰�Œ�}���µ���š�X�������À���Œ�]-
���v�š�U�������u�}���µ�o���U���}�Œ�������•�µ�‰�‰�o���u���v�š���Á�}�µ�o�����������‰���Œ�š���}�(���������Œ�}�������Œ���.���o���X

Avram Grumer
� �̂��v�������À���v�š�µ�Œ�����]�v���������Z�}���}�o���š�����(�����š�}�Œ�Ç�_�W���/�š�[�•���(�µ�v�v�Ç�U���š�Z���������Ç�����L���Œ���/���•���v�š���]�v���u�Ç���Ì�]�v���U���/���Œ�����o�]�Ì���������˜���Œ�•���Á�}�µ�o����
�‰�Œ�}�À�]�������‰�µ���o�]�•�Z���������Æ���u�‰�o���•���}�(�����Z�}���}�o���š���������À���v�š�µ�Œ���•�X���~�/�š�����o�•�}���Œ���u�]�v���•���u�����}�(���}�µ�Œ���}�o�������]�•���µ�•�•�]�}�v���}�(���D���Æ��
���Œ���v�v���Œ�[�•���^���Z�}���}�o���š�������Ç���š�Z���������o�����D���v�X�_�•

�>�}�À�����W�Œ���•�]�����v�š���&�Œ���v�l�����]�P�P�U�����v�����]�š�[�•���š�}�}�����������^�š�Z�������]�P�P���'�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�_���]�•�������u�}�Œ�������Œ�]�Ÿ�•�Z�����}�v�À���v�Ÿ�}�v�U������-
�����µ�•�����š�Z���š���•�}�µ�v���•���•�}�����u���Œ�]�����v���š�Z���š���]�š���Z�µ�Œ�š�•�X�����o�•�}�U���]�š�����À�}�l���•���^�^�š���Œ���^�‰���v�P�o�������/���������Œ�����u�_���]�v���š�Z�����î�ì�ì�ì�•�U��
�Á�Z�]���Z���Z�������G���À�}�Œ�•���o�]�l�����>���•�•���'�}�À���Œ�D�]�v�š�U���/�Œ���‹�]���Z�}�����U�����v�����/���,���š�����š�Z�����&�Œ���v���Z���s���v�]�o�o���X���~�/�š�����]���v�[�š���o���•�š���o�}�v�P�X�•

�/�š�����}�µ�o���[�À�����������v�����Œ���v���}�v�����o�����l�u�}�}�Œ�U�����µ�š���]�š�[�•���������v���•�}���o�}�v�P���/�������v�[�š�����}�v�.�Œ�u�X���/���l�v�}�Á���š�Z���Œ�����Á���Œ���������u�]�o�o�]�}�v��
�o�]�����Œ�š���Œ�]���v�����˜���Œ�•�W�����������Y�µ���v�Ÿ�v���>�}�v�P�����v�����~�}�(�����}�µ�Œ�•���•�������Œ�Œ�Ç���'�}�o�����š�}���Ç�}�µ�Œ���o�]�•�š�U�����v�����o�]�l�����u�}�•�š���Á�Z�]�š�����u���o����
���u���Œ�]�����v���š�Á�����v�•�U���/���Á���•�����Œ�]���G�Ç���}�v�����u�Ç�•���o�(�X���^�}���/���•�Ç�u�‰���š�Z�]�Ì�����Á�]�š�Z���š�Z���u�U�����µ�š���o�]�����Œ�š���Œ�]���v�•���•�����u���µ�v�]�‹�µ���o�Ç��
prone to espousing their ideologies through space wizards and barbarian babes. I don’t remember any 
Marxists doing that sh*t.

�E�}�µ�v���À�X���À���Œ�����P���u���•�W���t�Z���š���Ç�}�µ�[�Œ���������•���Œ�]���]�v�P���r�r���]�v���Á�Z�]���Z���Z�]�š�����Z���v�������}�v�o�Ç�������‰���v���•���}�v�����©�����l���Œ�[�•���•�š���š�•��
�r�r���Á���•���š�Œ�µ�����(�}�Œ���u���v�Ç���}�o�����Z�W�'�•�W�����}�}�š���,�]�o�o�U���d�}�‰���^�����Œ���š�U���d�Z�����&���v�š���•�Ç���d�Œ�]�‰�U���d�Œ���À���o�o���Œ�Y���t�Z���š���•���‰���Œ���š�������š�Z���u��
�(�Œ�}�u�����˜�������v�����Z�µ�v���Y�µ���•�š���Á���•���~���•�����v�����u�‰�Z���•�]�•���}�v���Œ���v�P�������}�À���Œ���u���o���������}�u�����š�����v���l�}�Œ���~���•�����v���]�v�š���Œ���•�š��
�]�v���^�Œ�����o�]�•�u�_�����•���}�‰�‰�}�•�������š�}�����˜���[�•���Z���Œ�}�]�����(���v�š���•�Ç�X�����À���v���š�Z���v���]�š�[�•���v�}�š���•�}�����o�����Œ�r���µ�š�U�����•���'�h�Z�W�^���Z���•�������Ÿ�À����
defenses while its predecessor TFT did not, for example. It seems to be more of an old-fashioned thing 
which �D�}�v�•�š���Œ�Z�����Œ�š�•��has revived a bit.

Erica Frank
�^�µ�‰���Œ�Z���Œ�}���Z�W�'�•�W���^�z�}�µ�������v�[�š���‰�o���Ç���^�µ�‰���Œ�u���v���]�v�����v�Ç���d�d�Z�W�'���/���l�v�}�Á���}�(�X�_���t�Z���š�������}�µ�š���������,���Œ�}���•, in its as-
�•�}�Œ�š�������À���Œ�•�]�}�v�•�M���/���l�v�}�Á���]�š���Á�}�µ�o���������‰���v���������o�}�š���}�v���Z�]�•���‰�}�Á���Œ���o���À���o�U���Á�Z�]���Z���Z���•���À���Œ�]�����������o�}�š���}�À���Œ���š�Z�����Ç�����Œ�•�X��
�~�����v���Z�����Œ�����o�o�Ç���u�}�À�����‰�o���v���š�•���š�Z���•���������Ç�•�M�•���,���o�o�U�����À���v���]�v���d�Á�}�r�&�]�•�š�������d���o���•���/���•�š���©�������}�µ�š���š�Z�����}�Œ�]�P�]�v���o���^�µ�‰���Œ-
�u���v�U���Á�Z�}���v�����������������D�µ�•���o�����•���}�Œ�����}�(���ò�ñ���š�}���o�����‰���^���v�����]�P�Z�š�Z���}�(�������u�]�o���_�V���/�����µ�]�o�š���Z�]�u�����š�������>���P���v�����Œ�Ç���‰�}�Á���Œ��
�o���À���o���Á�]�š�Z���‰�}�]�v�š�•���š�}���•�‰���Œ���X�����µ�š�����v�Ç���‰�}�]�v�š�r���µ�]�o�����•�Ç�•�š���u���Á�]�š�Z���o�}�P���Œ�]�š�Z�u�]�����•�����o���•�����}�µ�o�����Á�}�Œ�l�U���]�v���š�Z���}�Œ�Ç�X

�>���š�Z���o�]�š�Ç���]�•�������Á�Z�}�o�����}�š�Z���Œ���]�•�•�µ���X���K�v�����P���v���Œ���o���‰�}�]�v�š���š�Z���š���/�[�u���Z���‰�‰�Ç���š�}���u���l�����r�r���(�}�Œ�������Œ���v�P�����}�(���P���v�Œ���•�U��
�v�}�š���i�µ�•�š���•�µ�‰���•���r�r���]�•���š�Z���š���š�Z�������}�µ�v�����Œ�Ç�������š�Á�����v���^�}�µ�š���}�(�������.�P�Z�š�_�����v����� �̂��������_���]�•���(���Œ���š�}�}���v���Œ�Œ�}�Á�X���d�Z���Œ�������Œ����
�u���v�Ç���]�v�š���Œ�u�����]���š�����•�š���‰�•�W���Á�]�v�������V���l�v�}���l�������}�µ�š�V���v�������•�����À���v�š�µ���o���u�����]�����o�����©���v�Ÿ�}�v�V���v�������•���]�u�u�����]���š����
�u�����]�����o�����©���v�Ÿ�}�v�V���v�������•���]�u�u�����]���š�����u�����]�����o�����©���v�Ÿ�}�v�����v����weeks of physical therapy; needs medical 
���©���v�Ÿ�}�v�U���š�Z���Œ���‰�Ç�U�����v�������À���v���š�Z���v will be permanently disabled; and �š�Z���v��there’s dead. ���Z���u�‰�]�}�v�•��
�•�]�u�µ�o���š�������š�Z�]�•�������©���Œ���š�Z���v���u�}�•�š�U�����µ�š���Á���������v�����}�������©���Œ���}�À���Œ���o�o�X

I’ll add that I really like the Hero System, although more to muck around with than to play. I love the 
�‰�Œ���‰�}�•�š���Œ�}�µ�•�����Z���Œ�����š���Œ�•�U���o�]�l�����š�Z���]�Œ�����Æ���u�‰�o�����}�(���d�Z�����>���v���o�}�Œ���U���������Z���Œ�����š���Œ���š�Z���š���•�‰���v�š���•�}���u���v�Ç���‰�}�]�v�š�•��
�}�v���Z�]�•�������•�����š�Z���š���]�š�����}�À���Œ�������š�Z�������v�Ÿ�Œ�����‰�o���v���š�X���/���Á���v�š�������š�}�����µ�]�o�����������}�u�‰���v�]�}�v�U���d�Z�������À�]���š�}�Œ�U�������P�µ�Ç���Á�Z�}�•����
���©�����l�•���Z�������•�}���u�µ���Z���l�v�}���l�������l���š�Z���Ç�����}�µ�o�����•�u���•�Z���š�Œ���•�‰���•�•���Œ�•���]�v�š�}���}�Œ���]�š�Y�X�����o�•�}�U���P�}�©�����o�}�À�����D�µ�Œ�‰�Z�Ç�[�•��
�Z�µ�o���•. 
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�/�����•�•�µ�u�����Ç�}�µ�Œ�����}�u�u���v�š�•���š�}���W�µ�u�����Œ���������š�µ���o�o�Ç���š�}���u���M���~�D�Ç���'�}���U���š�Z�������Z��-
�}�•���/�[�À�����µ�v�o�����•�Z�����J�•���d�Z���š�����}���•��look like a lot of work to collapse all those 
mini-maps together. 

Joshua Kronengold
�'�o�������š�}���Z�����Œ���Ç�}�µ�Œ���Z�����o�š�Z���]�•���K�<�J
���}�}�l�•�����Ç���P�}�o�����µ�P�•�����v�������v�����‰�����µ�����•�W���z�����Z�U���/���Œ���u���u�����Œ���Á�Z���v���u�Ç����������
handed me ���v���u�Ç���}�(���š�Z�����^�š���š�� by F. Paul Wilson. I was fascinated by 
�š�Z�����š�}�‰�]�����}�(���Œ���À�}�o�µ�Ÿ�}�v�•�����v�����Œ�������o�o�]�}�v�•���r�r���/���•�Ÿ�o�o�����u�J���r�r�����µ�š���u�Ç�����v�š�Z�µ�•�]���•�u��
drained when the book turned out to be an endless libertarian and gold-
���µ�P���Œ���v�š�X�����•���/���•���]�����š�}��Avram, I don’t know why ancaps et. al. turn out 
�š�Z�]�•���Á���Ç�X���D���v�Ç���D���Œ�Æ�]�•�š�•���Á�Œ�]�š�����v�}�À���o�•�U�����µ�š���š�Z���Ç���Œ���Œ���o�Ç���.�o�o���š�Z���]�Œ�����}�}�l�•���Á�]�š�Z��
�o�����š�µ�Œ���•���}�v�����]���o�����Ÿ�����o���u���š���Œ�]���o�]�•�u�X���~�h�v�o���•�•�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�•�š���P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�•��
�}�Œ�����Œ���š�Z���u���š�}�U���}�(�����}�µ�Œ�•���X�•���d�Z���Ç���•�Z�}�Á���Á�}�Œ�l���Œ�•�����•���Z���Œ�}���•�U���Œ�]���Z���u���v�����•��
bastards, and get on with it.

�'�Z�}�•�š�����}�P�W���^�/���Á�}�µ�o�����Z���À�����Á���v�š�������Y�������•���š���}�(���Œ�µ�o���•���š�Z���š���u���������]�š�������•�]���Œ���š�}�����Œ�����š���������•�š�}�Œ�Ç�������}�µ�š���(�}�µ�v����
�(�Œ�]���v���•�Z�]�‰�����À���v�������Œ�}�•�•���o���v�P�µ���P���������Œ�Œ�]���Œ�•�U�������}�µ�š���•�‰�o�]�š���‰���Œ�•�‰�����Ÿ�À�����Á�Z���Œ�������]�+���Œ���v�š�����Z���Œ�����š���Œ�•���Z���À�����Á�]�o��-
�o�Ç�����]�+���Œ���v�š���]�������•���}�(���š�Z�����•���u�������À���v�š�•�U�����v�������Œ���u�����Á�Z���Œ�����u�]�•�µ�v�����Œ�•�š���v���]�v�P�������v���š�µ�Œ�v���Á�]�o���o�Ç���À�]�}�o���v�š�U���}�Œ��
�•�µ���•�]�������]�v�š�}���]�v�š���Œ���•�Ÿ�v�P���Œ���‰�‰�Œ�}���Z���u���v�š�X�_���d�Z���•�������Œ�����.�v�����P�}���o�•�J���/�v���u���v�Ç���Á���Ç�•���/���š�Z�]�v�l���š�Z���Ç�[�����������š�}�µ�P�Z���š�}��
���}���µ�v�����Œ���š�Œ�����]�Ÿ�}�v���o���š�Z�����š���Œ�r�}�(�r�š�Z���r�u�]�v�����Z�W�'���•�š�Ç�o���•�U�����v�����Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ�����u�}�Œ�����>���Z�W�r�o�]�l�������}�v���]�Ÿ�}�v�•�X���D�����Z���v-
ics aren’t really the issue IMO.

�K�À���Œ���š�Z���������P���W���&�]�Œ�•�š���}�(�����o�o�U��I really liked the background in �K�À���Œ���š�Z���������P��, and thought it was a lot of 
�(�µ�v�X���D�}�Œ�����‰���Œ�Ÿ�v���v�š�U���š�Z�}�µ�P�Z�U���Á���•���š�Z���š���š�Z�����u�����Z���v�]���•���Á���Œ�����Z�]�P�Z�o�Ç���}�Œ�]�P�]�v���o�����v�����]�v�v�}�À���Ÿ�À���X�����À���Œ�Ç���P���u����
�µ�‰���š�}���š�Z���š���‰�}�]�v�š���Z�������.�Æ�������o�]�•�š�•���}�(���•�š���š�•�W�������]�o�]�Ÿ���•�U���•�l�]�o�o�•�U���l�v�����l�•�U���Á�Z���š���Z���À�����Ç�}�µ�X���d�Á�����š���š�Z�Œ���Á�����o�o���š�Z���š��
���Á���Ç�����v�����•���]�����‰�o���Ç���Œ�•�����}�µ�o�����u���l�����µ�‰���š�Z���]�Œ���}�Á�v���š�Œ���]�š�•�X�����v�����Y���]�š���Á�}�Œ�l�����J���/�š���Á���•�������Œ���À�}�o�µ�Ÿ�}�v���Œ�Ç���v���Á��
�����•�]�P�v�X���,���Œ���[�•���š�Z�����‹�µ���•�Ÿ�}�v�U���š�Z�}�µ�P�Z�W���,�}�Á���u���v�Ç���v���Á���•�Ç�•�š���u�•�����Œ�����š�Z���š���]�v�v�}�À���Ÿ�À���M

�K���À�]�}�µ�•�o�Ç�U���]�(���•�}�u���}�v�����Á���v�š�•���š�}�������•�]�P�v�������v���Á���•�Ç�•�š���u���š�Z���Ç���•�Z�}�µ�o�������}���•�}�X���/�[�u���.�P�Z�Ÿ�v�P�����P���]�v�•�š���š�Z�������•-
�•�µ�u�‰�Ÿ�}�v���r�r���•�����u�]�v�P�o�Ç�����}�u�u�}�v�����u�}�v�P���š�Z�����]�v���]�������Œ�}�Á�����r�r���š�Z���š�����À���Œ�Ç�����}�}�o���]���������v�������•�������v���Á���•�Ç�•�š���u��
���©�����Z�������š�}���]�š�U���Á�Z�]���Z���]�•���Á�Z���š������� �̂P���u���_���]�u�‰�o�]���•�X

Jim Vassilakos
�D�Ç���(���v�š���•�Ç���Á�}�Œ�o���W���^�,�}�Á���u�µ���Z���]�•���]�v�š���v���������(�}�Œ���š�Z�����‰�o���Ç���Œ�•�����v�����Z�}�Á���u�µ���Z���]�•���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����'�D�M�_���d�Z�������}�u���]�v��
�}�(���š�Z���������������t�]�l�]���Á���•���(�}�Œ���‰�o���Ç���Œ�•�X���d�Z�����}�š�Z���Œ���•�š�µ�+���]�•���(�}�Œ���}�µ�š�•�]�������Œ���������Œ�•�U�����Æ�r�‰�o���Ç���Œ�•�U�����v�����u�Ç�•���o�(�U���š�}���Z���o�‰��
keep track of it all.

�/�v���u�Ç�������Ç���Œ�����u���µ�v�]�À���Œ�•���U���/���Á�}�µ�o�����Z���À���������•�u���o�o���•�š���+���r�r���u���Ç�����������o�]�v�P�µ�]�•�š�����v�������v�����Œ�Ÿ�•�š���r�r�����v�����Á�����Á�}�µ�o����
�.�o�o���}�µ�š���š�Z�����������l�P�Œ�}�µ�v���U�����}�š�Z���Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�]�����o�o�Ç�����v�����Œ���P�]�}�v���o�o�Ç�X���t���[�����‰�µ���o�]�•�Z���•�]�Æ���•���«�v�P�����}�}�l�•�U���š�Z�����š�Z�Œ�������/������-
�•���Œ�]���������‰�o�µ�•���š�Z�Œ�������}�š�Z���Œ�•�U�����o�o���•�‰�Œ�������������Œ�}�•�•���š�Z�����Á�}�Œ�o���X���������Z���}�v�����Á�}�µ�o�����š���o�o���Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�Ç���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�����‰���Œ�•�‰�����Ÿ�À����
�}�(���š�Z���š���Œ���P�]�}�v, while the true story of the world would remain hidden (although we’d encourage read-
���Œ�•���š�}���•�‰�����µ�o���š���•�X���d�Z���v��we would come out with a giant volume that would tell the genuine story, from 
���Œ�����Ÿ�}�v���š�}���š�Z�������v���X���/���š�Z�]�v�l���]�š�[�•�������Á�}�v�����Œ�(�µ�o���À�]�•�]�}�v�U�����v�������o�o���/�[�����v���������š�}���Œ�����o�]�Ì�����]�š���Á�}�µ�o�����������À���•�š�����u�}�µ�v�š�•��
of money.

See you later, folks!
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In this issue

Overlord's Annals is a monthly
zine in which I share session reports
from games I either run or have par-
ticipated in.

Sometimes I also share our house
rules and other re�ections too. Art
is primarily from players—see attribu-
tions for details.

In this issue I share three session re-
ports from the Conquering the Bar-
barian Altanis Dungeons & Dragons
campaign.

Adventurers head into the deep jun-
gle. Unprepared.

Conquering the Barbarian
Altanis Campaign

I'm running a weekly online old-
school D&D game focused on under-
world and wilderness adventures in
the Wilderlands of High Fantasy Bar-
barian Altanis—a hostile land �lled
with ancient riches and antediluvian
evils.

You can learn more about our cam-
paign at: https://attronarch.com
/wilderlands

Beginners and experienced players
welcome alike. Write to me at
attronarch@mailbox.org if you'd
like to join.

Attributions

Text copyright © Attronarch, 2026.

Typeset in LATEX with Charter, a print-
friendly typeface.
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Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 114

Adventurers

Ajar of the Plan , dwarf level 2. Unbe-
lievably strong and dexterous dwarf.

Ambros, cleric level 5. Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Balarus , �ghter level 1. An ex-
woodsman, quite a crackshot with his
bow.

Beorg the Gravedigger, �ghter level
3. Inspired to adventure after burying
several adventurers.

Gomm, thief level 5. Swarthy, good
looking, dark-skinned thief. Sweet
opium-like aroma is his fragrance of
choice.

Ignaeus, elf level 2. A slightly weath-
ered looking elf with dull blonde hair
and chiselled features. Seeks wealth
and knowledge.

Tarkus the Promising , cleric level 4.
Follower of Bachontoi, God of Red
Wisdom.

Zhoron Trisrie , elf level 2. Always
frowning and morose; sporting thick
handlebar moustache down to his
chest and a black top knot.

Thistleburn 15th–19th

A week of feasting, partying, and ne-
gotiating in Ketche!

Upon the return of our merry band of
adventurers, Beklomda Mor, Altanian
chieftain ruling the village, threw a
feast in their honour. It was a hum-
ble gesture of gratitude for slaying the
troll that had slain some of Ketche's
inhabitants.

The feast was �sh-heavy, with local
fruits and vegetables from the Eye-
stone jungle. Games of strength and
dexterity were held: pulling rope in-
dividually and in teams, �shing with
throwing daggers, naked wrestling in
knee-deep water, and jumping over
boats.

“As long as you stay here” Beklomda
roared in front of her warriors “you
shall have food to eat and soil to sleep
on!” Lithe, muscular, and ferocious,
Beklomda had all the characteristics
of a typical Altanian woman. Her long
black hair was tied into a single braid
with dagger at the end. Few could
stand a sustained gaze into her brown-
green eyes. After all, she earned her
post by slaying all other pretenders.

Ketche Livery and Transport, an aban-
doned and run down house with at-
tached barn, was another gift. It is
no fancy townhouse like the one they
own in Hara, but it has a roof and
straw.

Following the feast each adventurer
found something to do. . . With vary
levels of success.

Beorg the Gravedigger volunteered to
tend to the village plot, chatting with
the local gravedigger, giving him pro-
fessional tips while inquiring about
any rumours of interest. That's how
he learned about old graveyard sitting
atop small hill three hundred yards
into the jungle. It was in fact several
centuries old, hailing to the days of
Great Empire of Kelnore. Altanians
don't bury their dead—they let them
feed the soil, or they burn them, or
they eat them.

Tarkus the Promising attempted to
preach about wisdom of Bachontoi
the God of Red Wisdom. He was met
with ridicule. “Are we not red enough?
Perhaps you should worship us!”

Ignaeus spent time with Aaron, a half-
elf �etcher. He ended up buying a
quiver of arrows, after inspecting each
personally.

Balarus loitered by the mill and
Church of the Ever-Shining Sun, hop-
ing to run into the local druid whom
visits Ketche from time to time. He
ran into Ernsorn Blue on the fourth
day. Supposed druid was a youthful
man with little possessions but loin-

cloth, a haversack, and an iron neck-
lace with inset egg-sized dark green
gem. Failing to make a good �rst im-
pression, Balarus was rewarded with
ominous advice “Jungle knows how to
take care of your ilk.”

Ajar offered a helping hand to Jeffar,
the priestess tending to the Temple
of the Ever-Shining Sun. She wel-
comed his help as long as he didn't
bore her with his adventuring stories.
Although she gave Ajar the cold shoul-
der treatment most of the time, she
did mention that “old mausoleum”
at graveyard ought to be checked as
well.

Zhoron made use of the temple as
well. First he asked Jeffar to bless
him. After she said no, he decided
to stay in the temple anyway. He
prostrated himself in prayer for eight
hours straight and then attempted to
communicate with the spirits within
Oathkeeper, a massive slab of sharp-
ened steel no one dared to wield ever
since young Harker died.

Elf took up a lotus position, sweat
pouring from his topknot after many
hours of bowing, entering a state of
deep focus. In the candle light he
drew the blade named Oathkeeper,
his eyes swimming along its steel in
fascination. He stilled his mind and
asked the spirits within a single ques-
tion.

“Whom must I slay?”

Sun poured through all stone ori�ces,
blinding Zhoron. Surrounded by to-
tal whiteout he sat alone. Before him
silhouettes of three warriors clad in
full suite armour stand. They threw
no shadows.

A cacophony of voices boomed:

“We see you!”

The middle �gure transformed, a gi-
ant warhorse appearing beneath it. It
charged Zhoron, roaring “Know Evil
when you see it!”
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It did not trample him; in fact it felt
as if it entered his body.

The left �gure �ied up in the air and
transformed into a ferocious dragon
of pure light. It dove into elf, whilst
a deep voice echoed “Protect others
from Evil!”

The right �gure stood in silence as
huge bird threw shadow over every-
thing. The paladin turned to Zhoron
and whispered “Consume no Evil.”

As darkness engulfed him, Zhoron
found himself sitting in the temple
as he was. The sword emitted a low
hum as he grasped it. Further, it felt
almost weightless, surprising for such
a large two handed sword.

Zhoron cleaned the sword in silence.
Then he said, loudly “I shall known
Evil when I see it. I shall ensure Evil
harms no-one so long as I can aid
them. I shall never commit or con-
sume Evil.”

He sheathed Oathkeeper. Then he ap-
proached Jeffar and told her of his
vision and asked to be baptised and
renamed as a warrior of Law.

Jeffar promptly kicked him out of her
temple.

“Booo!” Zhoron muttered to himself,
too full of religious zeal to feel bad
about it. “Too bad I am an elf, I should
have been a paladin!” he thought to
himself.

Ambros spent time contemplating his
remaining geas. He was to help Jeffar,
and Jeffar asked him to kill Greylock,
a vicious gnoll terrorising inhabitants
of the Eyestone jungle. But he knew
not where the beast laired, nor how to
secure resources needed to �nd it in a
jungle he knew nothing about. Hence
he approached Beklomda Mor, asking
for help.

Ketche's chieftain felt generous and of-
fered Nem, her best tracker. In return,
once he helped Ambros �nd what he
was looking for, the cleric would re-
main in Ketche for three months, pro-
viding divine services. And if Nem

dies, then Ambros would take his
place in Ketche.

“Clearly, Ambros is no longer wanted
by the gods in this path!” he lamented
in exasperation.

Failing to negotiate a better deal, Am-
bros politely refused the deal and con-
tinued contemplating further action.

But Ambros was not the only one con-
templating and scheming. No, no.
There was Gomm, too, weaving his
own web of ambitions. Following the
feast, he requested audience with Bek-
lomda Mor, which he was immedi-
ately granted.

“My lady, I bring a gift. Finest tigers
eye from the belly of the highest At-
lanian mountain. Seven men died
to procure it from an idol of a jade
dragon that breathed lava. Or so I'm
told. It was their �nest treasure. And I
took it from them. And now, it makes
its way into its new home.” Gomm
said with a pleasant, silky voice, as
he swept his cloak, fell down on one
knee, and produced the gem.

Then he continued, charming as ever
“You see I am a cunning thief and ex-
pert burgler. My name be spake as
far a�eld as Antil. Now I wish you
to name a thing to be stolen. Some-
thing you desire. And I shall name my
price.”

“You talk fast and your words are
as sweet as honey, Gomm! Do you
dare steal the cloak of terrible witch
Ah'sas?!” Beklomda replied. As she
asked, the warriors around her gig-
gled. They stopped after she booted
one straight in the head.

“The cloak is as good as yours. It shall
adorn your shoulders in no time at all.
Now, let us discuss my my fee, should
I succeed.” Gomm took a long draw
on his pipe and blown out a cloud of
fragrant smoke. He smiled with �nal-
ity. “After you claim the prize, I shall
claim my own. You shall become my
bride, and all those who follow you
shall thenceforth, also follow me.”

Audible gasps could be heard.

Beklomda smirked.

Her elongated muscles �exed as she
lunged off the ground towards the
thief.

She moved on all four, like a panther.

In a blink of an eye she cut through
the cloud of smoke and was now face
to face with Gomm.

She gazed into his eyes without blink-
ing.

Gomm felt like he was at the open sea,
�oating.

“You amuse me burglar. You will bring
me Ah'sas cloak and wand. Then we
will throw you a feast and give you to
the prettiest girl in our little village.”

As she broke eye contact, Gomm felt
like he was pulled into the water,
drowning.

That sensation continued until one of
his fellow adventurers shook him to
answer.

But Gomm couldn't think clearly any-
more.

He will do what Beklomda wants.

That's all he could think about.

He will do it.

Thistleburn 20th, Spiritday

“I am delighted that you've changed
your mind, Ambros! Nem shall be at
your service—just say when you are
ready to leave!”

Ambros conceded to Beklomda. He
decided to put the greater good ahead
of himself. After all, once his geas is
done what is to keep him in Ketche?
Some band of barbaric Altanians?
Now that is a preposterous thought.

In a sudden turn of events, Gomm per-
suaded everyone to focus on Ah'sas
the Witch, instead. Surely she would
know where this gnoll was!
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It didn't take adventurers long to
learn that Anit, another witch who
was actually the sister of the �rst
witch, lives just a mile north.

Four or so hours later the party had
found a small cottage surrounded by
exotic herbs and plants. It was a sim-
ple lean-to, almost indistinguishable
from surrounding foliage. Tarkus, Am-
bros, and Ignaeus were the chosen
three to approach the woman work-
ing in the garden. Other brave souls
hid between the trees and prepared
their bows.

After a surprisingly pleasant exchange,
the trio had learned that it has been a
while since Anit had seen Ah'sas. The
latter had left Ketche several years ago
and hasn't been seen since.

“My sister got a bit odd and started
keeping some questionable company.
But she is not a bad person! She is
just a bit lonely. . . Could you please
take this to her?”

Unable to resist Tarkus's charm, Anit
divulged that they had a favourite
spot in the jungle—a secluded area
where the river emerges from and
�ows through the jungle. She also
asked the cleric to take a basket of
herbs and colourful potions to her sis-
ter.

“And do no harm to her! Promise!”

“We won't do anyone harm who
doesn't do harm to us.”

“Well, she might harm you because
look at you! She might confuse you
for danger!”

“Wise people know that we won't hurt
them. And your sister sounds wise!”
Tarkus pounded. Equipped with this
new information, the party headed
north, deeper into the jungle.

Harvestime 6th, Airday

“Look! Up, between the trees!”

Gomm's voice could be barely heard
from starvation sounds coming from
adventurers' bellies. It's been six days

of trudging through green hell. Hav-
ing brought enough rations to eat for
one day, the adventurers thought they
could forage with great ease.

On the �rst day Beorg was surprised
by spitting cobra. He had snake for
dinner while others split rations. On
the second day they failed to �nd any
food whatsoever. Many went hungry.
On the third day they failed at forag-
ing once again. On the fourth day two
stumbled upon three great bushes of
nuts, suf�cient to feed everyone. They
found the river on the same day. On
�fth day only one adventurer found
food, but at least it was enough to
feed half of the party. By now every-
body wast starving, but no one was
dying. Yet.

Following the great jungle river up-
stream led them to a copse of abso-
lutely massive trees. This hardwood
jungle was dense in general, but what
stood before them was almost a wall
of trees.

River burst out from the bottom of the
largest tree. Some forty feet in the air,
a platform with nice wooden cottage,
was suspended between three trees.
Smoke was coming out of chimney.

“Listen, here is the plan. We wait for
the night to fall. You will cast Silence
on me, and you will cast Bless on me.
Then I will cover my lantern, climb
the tree, sneak into the cottage, steal
the cloak and wand, and we are out
of here!”

Everybody marvelled at Gomm's plan.
No one objected.

Come night, and Gomm put his plan
in motion. First he snuck up to the
tree east from the hut. Then he slowly
scaled them, lantern hanging from
his belt. He made sure to climb on
the side opposite the hut, and always
tried to remain within shadows of sur-
rounding trees. That was not so dif�-
cult given it was night and jungle had
thick canopy, letting little moonlight
through.

Once he was above the hut, he took
a good look. The suspended platform
was quite large, measuring some sev-
enty by �fty feet. Cottage itself took
a little but under half of that surface.
East wall was baked clay, warm to the
touch. Chimney was on that side, and
smoke was still slowly rolling out of it.
Rest of the hut were wooden planks;
thick and warm to the touch.

Landing like a cat on the east side of
the platform, our thief snuck up to
the clay wall. Then he prowled north,
took out his little mirror and checked
around the corner. Tall opening at the
end of sight suggested doors. Moving
south and repeating suggested south
wall had two windows.

At this moment Gomm caught sound—
loud, deep snoring sound. Wonder-
ing how clerical silence exactly works,
he snuck up to the �rst window. By
now he had completely covered his
lantern so he worked purely with min-
imal moonlight and his tactile senses.

The window opening was covered
with hanging blankets on the inside.
The sill was full of �owerpots, mak-
ing it impossible to climb on without
�rst clearing them or making noise.
Gomm carefully pulled the curtain to
the side, revealing a back of hulking
�gure going up and down.

Next, Gomm grabbed the upper frame
of the window, pulled himself up, then
extended both legs sideways, jam-
ming himself in place. Then he freed
his hands, and pulled the curtain wide
open. Sweat running down his face,
he observed the insides.

Dying embers in the �replace illumi-
nated bear-skin carpet, a cauldron,
part of straw mattress and hulk sleep-
ing on it, and a proper, framed bed
with decorated blankets on the north
side. The bed was empty.

Gomm jumped over the sleeping
beauty, and landed softly. Keen as
always, he sensed immediate danger.

4



Overlord's Annals � Volume 5 � Issue 7 � July 2026

Glancing to his left, a monstrous ogre
charged him, hands spread wide open.
Master thief pulled a small pouch
from his belt, jumped towards the
charging beastman, and waved his left
hand, opening the palm just before
the monster's face.

Ogre took a deep inhale of powder
that Gomm sprayed him with. He
began heaving, then he grabbed his
neck, panicking. Then he fell to his
knees, and then to his face; dead;
chocked.

Alas, Gomm did not have time to cele-
brate, nor to complete his mission. As
ogre died before him, so did Gomm
feel all his muscles tense unnaturally.
Next thing he knew, he couldn't move
at all. He could still feel everything,
but he couldn't move a muscle if his
life depended on it!

He watched as hooded �gure ran up
to dead ogre, threw itself on it, and
wept. Then it jumped up, hood falling
off her head, revealing gorgeous facial
features. Long locks of auburn hair
framed her perfect face; her emerald
green eyes captivating as most pre-
cious jewels; her locked jaw signalling
utter contempt and rage.

The woman walked up to Gomm and
slapped him. Three times. Then
she walked to the sleeping beauty,
slapped her awake, and commanded
her to squeeze Gomm. Thief could not
scream, for he could not move. But
he could suffer in silence, and so he
did.

Realising what is at play, woman sat
at her bed and waited.

By the time Silence and magical paral-
ysis had worn off, Gomm had been
properly hog-tied. He couldn't move
his arms, not even an inch! Stand-
ing upright, he faced the woman's
gaze. As soon as he felt he could
move his lips and tongue, he spoke
in monotonous voice:

“I must steal cloak and wand from
Ah'sas the Terrible Witch. I must do
that for Beklomda Mor.”

The woman gasped, and covered her
mouth with both hands. She stood up,
revealing she had nothing but hooded
blue cloak on her, poorly concealing
her luscious �gure. Then she walked
up to Gomm and caressed his face,
speaking softly:

“Oh, you poor soul. Another victim
of that greedy bitch! Men, it is al-
ways men! You were not charmed,
nor were you cursed. It is all in your
head. Altanian women easily get into
mens' head. Snap out of it!”

Her soft voice slowly progressed to-
wards more aggressive tone, culminat-
ing with a slap. Gomm, unchanged,
repeated his lines.

“I see that you are a foreigner. Did
you not know Altanian women have
psionic gifts? Oh, you poor soul. And
now my Gronk is dead. But do not
worry, Ah'sas the Magnanimous will
heal you. With a little bit of Cronk's
help, of course.”

She motioned to Cronk to grab
Gomm's head. Then the monster
squeezed the thief's jaw wide open
as Ah'sas poured vile tasting liquid
down his throat. Gomm almost vom-
ited, but his mouth were welded shut
by ogre's strong grip.

“Thinking clearly now? Thinking with
the right head?”

“I must steal cloak and wand from
Ah'sas the Terrible Witch. I must do
that for Beklomda Mor.”

“Give him another hug.”

“AAAAAAAAAAAaaaaaaaaa!”

This time Gomm's suffering was audi-
ble. All his friends could hear it.

Thinking quickly on his feet, Gomm
continued pretending and speaking in
monotonous voice. He explained that
he was here with a band of adventur-
ers, but they didn't know what he is
up to. He lied to them so he could �nd
Ah'sas and steal her cloak and wand.

“Friends! Invite them over!”

Cronk took Gomm out, and hanged
him over the platform. Ah'sas pulled
the curtains and looked through the
window. Gomm politely invited his
friends up—there are a set of wide lad-
ders just on the north side—stating he
was being nicely cared after this nice
witch.

Hungry and slightly bemused, adven-
turers came up to the hut, one by one.
Ah'sas was completely delighted. She
ordered Cronk to hang Gomm upside-
down from the platform while she put
�re to the stew. Then Cronk the Oger
set up a nice round table outside, with
candelabra. He put on a tattered silk
apron and acted as a clumsy server
until Ah'sas ordered him to do some-
thing else.

Adventurers gorged themselves on
fresh fruits and vegetables, nuts, and
warm stew. Everyone but Gomm, of
course. He could hear the conver-
sation above. Ah'sas was absolutely
enthralled to have such �ne visitors.
Strong! Wise! Educated! After all, it
is so dif�cult to �nd such good com-
pany in a jungle infested by Altanian
barbarian, cannibal elves, and dim-
witted monsters like ogres and trolls.

“Oh, Tarkus” the witch moaned “it's
been so long since I had a conversa-
tion with someone so wise. Tell me
more!” Indeed, Ah'sas took a special
liking to the cleric of Red Wisdom. He
tried to keep the conversation profes-
sional, but romantic candle-lit atmo-
sphere did not work in his favour.

Feast and pleasant conversation
�owed well until sunrise. In those
hours the adventurers had learned
that Ah'sas knows a lot about the jun-
gle and surrounding region, is very
pleasant and lonely, and that she is
probably very, very powerful. After
all, she lives alone at the heart of Eye-
stone jungle.

The question is, will they be willing to
pay the price of knowledge?

5



Overlord's Annals � Volume 5 � Issue 7 � July 2026

Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 115

Adventurers

Ambros, cleric level 5. Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Gomm, thief level 5. Swarthy, good
looking, dark-skinned thief. Sweet
opium-like aroma is his fragrance of
choice.

Ignaeus, elf level 2. A slightly weath-
ered looking elf with dull blonde hair
and chiselled features. Seeks wealth
and knowledge.

Nesterin Sylpetor , elf level 2. An avid
lover woods and jungles.

Zhoron Trisrie , elf level 2. Always
frowning and morose; sporting thick
handlebar moustache down to his
chest and a black top knot.

Harvestime 12th, Waterday

“I will sneak around and climb on top
of the rubble. Bakaru will come with
me. Once we are above the guard you
can approach him and see how he re-
sponds. In case he is hostile, we will
jump him from above.”

Gomm presented a plan, and once
again had everyone agree with him.
Zhoron, Ambros, Ignaeus, and newly
found Nesterin, all had enough of
entertaining tireless witch Ah'sas, so
Gomm found them a task that would
give them an excuse to leave.

“Well, you could get me a necklace
made of shadow. Here, I'll draw you a
map to the place where you can �nd
one.” the witch explained.

“How do I pick up a necklace made of
shadow?” Gomm inquired.

“With your hands.” the witch retorted,
annoyed.

Adventurers heeded her advice to
make a dugout and paddle downriver,
instead of marching through the thick
jungle. And so they found the de-
scribed sunken fort.

More a collection of stone rubble de-
stroyed by overgrowth, and consumed
by soft soil.

Double iron gates were the only visi-
ble entry point. An armoured guard
marched left and right in front. His
moves were stiff and repetitive. Mo-
ments before the party had arrived,
they spotted the doors opening, a
group of �gures entering, and then
the doors closing. It was dif�cult to
make out exact numbers due to lim-
ited visibility from all the trees and
foliage.

The plan was executed perfectly.
The guard remained unaware of the
thieves' presences while others hailed
it. The moment it spotted approach-
ing Nesterin, the guard raised its
greatsword and charged the elf.

Proving most unresponsive, the guard
had been met with violence and dis-
patched in mere two rounds of melee.
Zhoron delivered the killing blow with
his massive Oathkeeper. As he cut
through the plate mail, black ooze
splattered all over other adventurers.
The armour collapsed to the ground,
empty.

No bones; nothing but coating of
slimy, inky black ooze.

Inspecting the large iron doors hadn't
revealed any traps, nor raised any
other suspicions. Four adventures had
to join forces in order to pull them
open. Nesterin readied himself at
what he had believed to be the safe
distance.

Three puffer-�sh-like, barely airborne,
bloated bat-abominations �ew out
into the sun, and approached the elf.
Their pathetic �ight and low mobility
was amusing. It didn't help that they
couldn't hit Nesterin at all.

Alas, it stopped being funny after one
of the adventurers cut right through
one of the bloated monsters and was
rewarded by �aming liquid spraying

himself and others. Luckily, remain-
ing two did not explode, having been
killed with less pointy sides of the
weapon.

Moving forth, the party entered a mas-
sive antechamber, sixty feet wide and
seventy feet deep. Six girthy stone
columns, three on each side, held the
chamber in place. The middle column
on the left had several holes around
the circumference, all by the bottom
rim.

A grotesque horned devil protruded
out of the north wall, vile smelling
liquid leaking from its ori�ces down
into the fountain beneath it. Oh, how
bad it smelled. Oh, how �ammable it
smelled too.

There were two doors leading out of
this chamber, both at the north wall.
One was in the northwest, and one
in the northeast corner. Adventurers
choose the latter.

Smashing it open revealed a long cor-
ridor to the right. Two doors were vis-
ible, both on the left wall; one thirty
feet down, second another �fty feet
down.

Listening at the �rst doors revealed
sounds of clashing metal. Adventures
set up the marching order and Zhoron
forced the doors open, surprising two
armoured �gures �ghting each other
in the sand pit. One was armed with
mace and shield, while the other had
long sword and shield.

Zhoron stepped forth, knelt down,
and held Oathkeeper in his hand.

“Paladins of the Sword! Protect me
from evil and constructs!”

His fellows attacked two plated �g-
ures with missile weapons. Mostly
missing. Plated guards stopped �ght-
ing each other and stumbled towards
the doors blocked by Zhoron.
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Mace wielding one missed his swing.
On the other hand, the sword wield-
ing one loped off Zhoron's head with
a single swing.

Shocked, the party held the bottle-
neck whilst trying out everything at
their disposal.

Holy water?

Didn't work.

Hold person?

Didn't work.

Wrestle the plated guards and stab
them to death?

That worked!

After having plundered Zhoron's be-
headed the corpse, the party searched
the room. Besides the sandpit in
the middle, there were weapon racks
hanging from the walls. Most of the
weapons were rusted and barely us-
able. Gomm found a secret cache of
jewellery hiding behind a loose stone
at the rim of sandpit.

Next obstacle were the doors in the
north-east corner. Six attempts to
force them open. All failed. Then
a helpful trio of plated guards opened
the doors and charged into the cham-
ber swinging their greatswords.

Three rounds of mad wrestling and
the guards were no more but slimy
ooze stains on adventurers' clothes.

Moving on, next chamber looked like
dinning quarters. Long oak table,
�anked by benches, dominated the
center. The table was set for dinner,
with three table cloths on which two
plates rested. Although nice, they
were made from baked clay, making
them worthless. Utensils were rusted
steel, hence equally worthless. Am-
bros and Gomm inspected the tables.
When Gomm �ipped one of the tables,
the whole room �ashed with bright
light, making everyone blind for half
an hour.

Once everyone could see again, the
party resumed exploration. Opening
east doors led them down a short cor-
ridor, which opened up in an open
chamber reeking of military oil. Ad-
venturers closed the doors and opted

to go through north-west doors in-
stead. This time they forced them
open on the �rst try, surprising two
plated guards in their cots.

Bakaru killed one in his sleep, while
Gomm wrestled the other one, allow-
ing others to execute it. After ransack-
ing the room they found a tarnished
metal key in one of the rotten pillows.

Opening the south-west doors re-
vealed a smaller chamber full
of discarded armour pieces—
hauberks, pauldrons, gauntlets, chain
shirts. . . Scrap armour piled as high
as human's thigh!

Spending half an hour to rummage
through crap, Bakaru found a pristine
left-hand mailed �st. Unwilling to try
it on, despite Gomm's repeated assur-
ance, young thief passed it to one of
the elves.

“The runes on it say “Iron Claw” in
hobgoblin.”

So far they have found only oozes.
No sign of shadow necklace yet. Will
Gomm be able to deliver? Or will he
stumble once more?

Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 116

Adventurers

Ambros, cleric level 5. Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Gomm, thief level 5. Swarthy, good
looking, dark-skinned thief. Sweet
opium-like aroma is his fragrance of
choice.

Happy, hal�ing level 3 . Short, very
happy looking hal�ing. Hair covers
his eyes and he is nothing but smiles.

Hedwig Hogwarts , elf level 3. An al-
ways alert owl masquerading as an
elf.

Ignaeus, elf level 2. A slightly weath-
ered looking elf with dull blonde hair
and chiselled features. Seeks wealth
and knowledge.

Mayonnaise, elf level 1. Albino elf
with long white eyelashes, �owing
white hair, magni�cent white cape,
and long two-handed sword.

Nesterin Sylpetor , elf level 2. An avid
lover woods and jungles.

Harvestime 12th, Waterday

“Oh, hello there!”

Mayonnaise and Happy greeted
Gomm and friends in the long corri-
dor. Apparently they went for a walk
around Hara and ended up lost here,
in this sunken fort, deep in Eyestone
jungle. No questions asked—after all,
reinforcements are always welcome.

Following the corridor, the party
opted to check second doors on their
left.

Bursting in they surprised the plated
guard sitting on a crate. Using their
tried and true tactic of wrestle and
execute, they quickly dispatched an-
other ooze �lled suit of armour.

Wooden crates were �lled with adven-
turing equipment—ropes, lanterns,
torches, iron pitons, sacks, so on and
so forth. Ambros found a locked metal
plate hidden under one of the crates.

Key they retrieved from one of the
plated guards �t perfectly in the pad-
lock, revealing large sack with 1 800
gold pieces and �ve gems.
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Adventurers agreed to repackage the
coins into three sacks for easier carry,
and then locked them back in so they
can explore the dungeon unencum-
bered. Gems were stowed away in
pockets.

Corridor ended with a T-shaped junc-
tion. Straight ahead were doors with
chilly fog rolling underneath. Flame
smelling chamber was to the left, and
an open, dark chamber to the right.
Cold doors were left alone, and dark
chamber was chosen as safest option.

Spacious, vault domed chamber
spanned some �fty feet wide and sixty
feet deep, with nearly forty feet tall
ceiling at the highest point. Half of
the chamber was a pool of dark wa-
ter. On the west wall were two doors,
one in the dry portion, and one above
the pool. At the far south end of the
chamber another door stood, and a
small platform in front of them.

While Gomm scaled the west wall in
order to reach the doors hanging over
the pool, and Ambros and Ignaeus
trying to measure the depth of wa-
ter, Happy said “hold my beer” and
jumped right in. At least Mayonnaise
tied a rope around hal�ing's torso be-
fore the dive.

Splashing all around, Happy found
himself in neck-deep chilly water. The
ground was soft, which was unex-
pected since everything so far had
been solid �ag-stone. Undeterred, he
waddled towards the south platform.

Ambros, Ignaeus, and Mayonnaise
witnessed a towering black mass
erupting from the water, completely
engul�ng Happy. Mayo pulled on the
rope, and Ambros rushed to help. The
mass shook and pulsated, jerking both
with ease. Ambros let go off rope in
time. Alas, Mayo was pulled under-
water, screaming.

His last oxygen bubbles dramatically
popped on the the water surface; un-
til they were no more, and dark red
liquid �lled the pool.

Bakaru dropped the safety rope
around Gomm and �ed for his life.
Nesterin chased the young thief-in-
training. Ambros and Ignaeus re-
treated backwards to the junction,
holding torch so Gomm can return.

Master Thief Gomm pushed himself
from the closed doors, building up mo-
mentum to break them open with a
strong kick. He tumbled into a dark
chamber dominated by a bubbling
stone cauldron. A pile of cleaned
bones were in the south-east corner.
Two immobile plated guards stood by
the west wall. Black ooze caked the
cauldron. Gomm got out, scaled the
wall, spider-crawled along the ceiling,
and rejoined the party.

“Oh, hello there!” Hedwig Hogwarts
hailed the adventurers. He too went
for a walk after Mayonnaise and
Happy, and somehow ended up lost
here.

A loud splash could be heard, fol-
lowed by silence.

“Well, it seems like the creature is not
following us. We don't know what
triggered it. . . ”

“Should we go back to the antecham-
ber and explore west doors? Or see
what is beyond the oily chamber?”

Latter was the consensus.

Traversing the chamber covered with
broken oil vials took some time. Ad-
venturers made sure to douse their
light sources before crossing it. No-
body got hurt in the process.

Another t-shaped junction, this time
splitting left and forward. Up ahead
were double doors, and sunlight
shone through the cracks. Pulling the
doors wide open blinded everyone for
few seconds.

Once they could see again a surpris-
ing sight greeted them: an open court-
yard with a four story tower. Child-
size wall made of rocks bisected the
courtyard, and eight naked, hairy,
midget humanoids cowering behind
them.

Nesterin hailed them in Hobgoblin
and Ogre, which made the creatures
shake and shiver even more. Gomm
and Bakaru begun sneaking around
the courtyard, intended on jumping
over the wall and striking from be-
hind.

Hairy midgets tightened ranks in front
of the only clear passage between the
rocks, holding their little spears shak-
ily. Nesterin continued going through
the languages he knows, being ig-
nored until he tried—Elven!

One of the creatures replied in bro-
ken elven, demanding adventurers to
immediately leave.

“There will be no cutting throats!”
somebody coughed loudly in Com-
mon, making sure the thieves hear
them.

Conversation between Nesterin and
Tili, the only hairy humanoid that
dared to speak, was going too slow
for Hedwig so he cast Charm Person
on the small creature.

This resulted in total pandemonium
as other seven hairy naked midgets
begun screaming, crying, and running
all over the courtyard.

“Would you like to meet Sor'Ves the
Magni�cent? She is magni�cent! I
would like to take you to her!” Tili
offered. Sor'Ves, of course, waited in
the tower.

Everyone but Gomm followed little
hairy man. The thief opted to scale
the tower from outside instead.

Going through the door revealed noth-
ing but a round chamber �lled with
rubble and debris. Second and third
�oor were no better. Sun was pen-
etrating through cracks and window
sills, illuminating the insides.

Exiting through the �nal trapdoor was
quite an experience. Ambros came out
�rst, and what a sight greeted him! A
large blue dragon, her scales shimmer-
ing in the Altanian sun, face to face
with Gomm poking over the crenela-
tions. She was sprawled over thou-
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sands of coins, belly sideways; razor-
sharp fangs adorned her smile; her
yellow eyes focused on the thief.

“Your Magni�cence, I bring visitors
whom came to pay respects!” Tili an-
nounced loudly.

“Oh, how wonderful!” Sor'Ves puffed.
“So, what did you bring me?”

Gomm jumped over, and produced six
arrows, supposedly of Giantslaying va-
riety.

“Little thief, and what will happen if I
cast Detect Magic? Will they glow?”

Gomm quickly found an excuse that
amused the dragon suf�ciently.

Then Sor'Ves called out each adven-
turer, one by one, asking them for a
gift. Hedwig offered a gold and sil-
ver urn; Ambros a silver bracelet from
one of the dead guards; Nesterin, Ig-
naeus, and Bakaru a gem recovered
from the storage room.

Gomm tried to steal from Sor'Ves mag-
ni�cent treasure hoard while others
were adding to it.

“In broad daylight? My, how brave.
Why don't you stand here—yes right
here, in front of me—for a moment?
Others should step aside.”

The thief excused himself and jumped
over the edge, climbing down rapidly.

“What are you doing here? We are
looking for a necklace made out of
shadows? Do you know where we
could �nd it?” other adventurers be-
gun rapid �re questioning like they
were interrogating a lusty barmaid,
not a blue dragon towering over
them.

“My, my, so curious! That will require
appropriate tribute!”

Since the party discussed what magi-
cal items they could give that were
useless to them right in front of
Sor'Ves she cheerfully chirped “Yes, I'll
take them all, thank you for asking.
Just put them over there, yes, that's
the spot!”

In return they learned about stealer
of shadows that lairs just through the
northern exit from the courtyard. “If
you go there you will probably all die
a horrible death.” She also divulged
the fact that a shadow demon sits on
an onyx throne. He also grants wishes,
but unlike her, he has very unreason-
able expectations regarding tributes.

There were also mentions of a
younger green dragon, Larentis, that
had recently arrived in woods just
north-west of here. Somebody, best
left unnamed, proposed a match-
making service in return for addi-
tional help from Sor'Ves. She liked
the idea but adventures got cold feet.

“Little humies, you are boring me with
your constant chitter chatter. It is time
to reward my patience once again.
Have I not deserved it?”

Those that had no shiny treasure to of-
fer were left with nothing but clothes.
They had to empty their pockets, doff
their armours, leave their weapons,
and yes, all magical items.

“How nice. Now go, leave me be. I
have to get my beauty sleep in case
that green boy �ies over again.”

As a �nal gift she vomited out a wa-
ter elemental that will follow Am-
bros around and do his bidding. Tili
pushed the adventurers down and out
of the tower. Then he hugged Hedwig
and thanked the party for stopping by.

“You are always welcome here!
Sor'Ves likes shiny gifts!”

The party sulked back to the chambers
of plated guards and took whatever
armour, arms, and gear they could.
Then they left the sunken fort and
rowed back to Ah'sas the Terrible.

Gomm grovelled at the feet of the
witch, mainly using dragon's presence
as an excuse for failing to return with
a shadow necklace.

“We will brew a poison! Even a sin-
gle drop, down the dragon's ear whilst
she sleeps, will suf�ce!” And then they
cackled.

Will the third time be the charm for
Gomm?

In next issue
Charmed by gold; charmed by lust; charmed by the witch.
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BUILDING MY LEGACY: The Last Two  
of the Six Gods of Aegis The City 
 
THE CRONE 
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This is the goddess of the older woman, who is 
either past years of motherhood or who never 
took that path.  
She is the keeper of secrets and the knower of 
what should not be known. She is the guide of 
the dead souls on to their destiny. She is the 
patron of midwives and thus she also governs 
the ushering of souls into the world. 
She is the patron of sorcerers, which is defined 
as those who use magic as a technology or craft.  
She favours those who show respect, those who 
preserve knowledge from the past and those who 
keep confidences.  
She dislikes those who do not respect those who 
have lived long, those who destroy knowledge or 
release it carelessly.  
APPROPRIATE RELIGIOUS DISADVANTAGES 
Curious.  
Code of Honour (Professional) (Followers of 
The Crone keep the secrets they learn.) 
Sense of Duty: The City. 
 
THE UNCLE 
Oh what a trickster I am! I even trick myself! 
 
Uncle is the god of older men, mostly those who 
have never started a family for whatever reason. 
Some men pass directly into his cult on reaching 

adulthood and never even pass through the Cult 
of the Son.  
He favours the young, whether his relatives or 
not and aids them in any way he can. He favours 
the old, whether male or female and those who 
remember, help and honour them. 
He is the god for those who have no other place 
in society for whatever reason. He protects the 
vagabond and the deviant though not normally 
the criminal.  
He is the god who goes out from the City and 
seeks new immigrants. He is the god who sends 
out Heroes to find and collect the desperate.  
He is the Trickster figure of the religion, the 
patron of wizards defined as magicians who also 
know when not to use magic. 
He despises those who victimize the young and 
the helpless and feels contempt for those who 
are afraid of change and the unknown.  
APPROPRIATE RELIGIOUS DISADVANTAGES 
Curious 
Pacifism (Reluctant Killer)  
Sense of Duty: The City. 
Trickster 
Xenophilia.  
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CUNNING PLANS AND OVER-
REACHING AMBITIONS 
 
Games continue as normal whatever that may 
be. I�¶m reading STONEKEEP, an interested if 
long winded PbTA variant which I may have 
finished by the time either of the current 
campaigns wraps. I am however suffering from  
bursts of Old Geezer Shouting At The Clouds 
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because the author puts the word �µlike�¶ 
inappropriately into the dialogue of the GM in 
the worked examples. This is unfitting to the 
dignity of the GM�¶s task to say the very least.  
 
GLAMOUR DAYS AND NIGHTS  
 
Player Characters:  
 
Alan as ESHAN, a Seven Mothers worshipping 
Nobleman with a lot of social skills  
 
Graham as VOSTOR a worshipper of the Lunar 
war god Yanafal Tarnils with a dark secret. 
 
Drak as JARATHIR another YT initiate with a 
Big Sword. 
 
Martin as SANDENE, a (female) scout/sniper. 
Also worships YT.   
 
Pum as KEANUS another heavy infantryman 
who worships Humakt  
 
Non Player Characters In this Episode 
 
VISHI: A High Llama rider and a slave in 
Vostor's family since he was five. The Wise 
�6�H�U�Y�D�Q�W���W�R���9�R�V�W�R�U�¶�V���%�R�P�E�D�V�W�L�F���:�D�U�U�L�R�U���� 
 
THE EXAMINER OF THE CULT OF THE 
RED GODDESS An Illuminate 
 
SENATOR FALERIUS AGGARIUS Their 
landlord and Patron. 
 
NOSE RING: A totally reformed criminal.  
 
THE CHIEF CLERK AT THE MINISTRY OF 
WAR Already bought. 
 
A SUPERCILIOUS PERSON IN ROBES 
Probably a sorcerer.  
 
MASTER DEDRICK: A slightly strange master 
sorcerer. Known as �µthe Smelly�¶. 

 
1 08 10 25. It was recorded by Pum who had 
remembered to bring his recorder along 
when the GM had forgotten his.  

COUNT JULAN: A former Lunar Coder and 
now commander of a Bodyguard Regiment. 
Insufferably noble 
 
AN IMPERIAL TAX INSPECTOR On a jolly 
out of the office. 
 
Various Bureaucrats, Soldiers, Penitents on their 
knees, Elephants and other Riff Raff. 
 
ILLUMINATES, PENITENTS, 
SORCERERS, ELEPHANTS AND A 
REHEARSAL 1 
 
Jarathir was off to the Temple of the Red 
Goddess ( DRAK: Very flash, I'm guessing GM: 
Very imposing) to return the Enlightening Book 
he had been reading to their library and have a 
word with the Chief Examiner of the cult.  
 
The Temple depicted in its structure and  
decoration the stages of the Goddess' 
progression through the Otherworld and back in 
the Mundane World and her rise into 
Godesshood.  
 
As Jarathir walked along the streets, he noticed 
that his perceptions were a little strange. People 
all seemed to be wearing masks. Behind some of 
the masks the people appeared to be machines: 
he could almost hear the cogs grinding inside 
their heads. Occasionally, there were people who 
shone with the light of the Sun or the Moon. 
(Sometimes the moonglow was Red, sometimes 
Blue.) He had, he recalled, passed the 
Enlightenment checks on Insight [Human], 
Mineral Lore and Celestial Lore.  
 
When he got to the Temple of the Red Goddess 
and it looked as it should. There was no 
disturbing undertone to anyone. The 
receptionist, having been shown the 'If found 
please return to' note in the back of the book, 
blinked and asked him to come with her.  
They stepped into an office and the effect of 
people wearing masks came back again. They 

 



were wearing masks that seemed to say 'Clerk' 
or 'Scholar'. 'Bureaucrat' or 'Priest'.  
 
None of those glowed with an inner light but 
when they stepped into an inner office there 
waited a person with no mask but with the mark 
of the Goddess on his forehead and an inner red 
light behind his eyes which Jarathir recognised 
as similar to the one he had seen in the 
Illuminated gentleman who lived on the next 
floor up.  
 
EXAMINER:  Ah, come in! Excellent young 
comrade, young colleague, come in! This is 
something you read? 
JARATHIR:  Yes, umm yes. I didn't 
understand all of it. There are some bits which I 
feel I may have to revisit to connect in other 
ways. 
EXAMINER:  I'm not sure I can recommend 
that... 
JARATHIR:  No?  
EXAMINER:  Sit you down, tell me which bits 
you did understand. 
 
They talked through the details and when that 
was finished the Examiner rose and went to an 
nearby wall where there were shelf after shelf of 
books and scrolls and took down a scroll and 
rolled it out to a particular section.  
 
EXAMINER:  That is an unusual combination. 
That book reveals things in different ways to 
different people. When somebody reads that 
book and immediately thereafter awakens their 
Seventh Self, then things they read immediately 
before... 
JARATHIR:  Influence how they perceive the 
world?  
EXAMINER:  Flavour their illumination. So 
tell me where you found this. 
 
Jarathir took a moment to think about the 
numerous things he had told not tell people 2 and 
decided there was no intersection between those 
and the tale of the hunting down of the spider 
thing.  

 
2 THE Plain People of E&A: Your players complain 
about the long lists of things they are not supposed 
to tell people no matter what the campaign. ME: You 

 
EXAMINER:  Ah, that's what happened. There 
is a section (in the book)  on the Elder Races. 
From the way you describe the person who read 
it before you, I would say they followed the Path 
of Arachne Solara and imbued the spirit of the 
Sun Spider and that may have overcome their 
original nature.  
JARATHIR:  Oh. I sort of assumed that they 
were a spider-thing... 
EXAMINER:  No, I think not. I think they 
pursued a very high path and regretted it.  
JARATHIR: They didn't seem deeply 
regretful.  
EXAMINER:  They were seeking the centre of 
the path of Enlightenment. Perhaps to seek 
release from what was happening to them. I 
don't know.  
JARATHIR:  A spider seeks the centre of a 
web. 
EXAMINER:  I'm not enlightened in that way.  
 
There was a long conversation (some of it lost to 
the sound of crisp packets and side 
conversations which I will summarise: 
 

�x �7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���P�D�Q�\���Z�D�\�V�����7�K�H�U�H��
�D�U�H���I�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���D�U�H��
�,�O�O�X�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G���� 

�x �7�K�H���Q�H�Z���L�O�O�X�P�L�Q�D�W�H���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�H�H�G���W�R��
�P�D�V�W�H�U���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���5�X�Q�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���*�R�G�G�H�V�V��
�E�H�I�R�U�H���U�L�V�L�Q�J���I�X�U�W�K�H�U�����0�H�G�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
�F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�O�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�H�U�H���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G�� 

�x �-�D�U�D�W�K�L�U���Z�D�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���D���S�L�H�F�H���R�I���S�D�S�H�U��
�V�D�\�L�Q�J���K�H���K�D�G���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���S�D�W�K���R�I��
�(�Q�O�L�J�K�W�H�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���F�R�X�O�G���U�H�W�X�U�Q���I�R�U��
�I�X�U�W�K�H�U���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� 

�x �7�K�H���(�[�D�P�L�Q�H�U���I�H�O�W���W�K�D�W���E�\���U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
�E�R�R�N���K�H���K�D�G���G�R�Q�H���W�K�H���7�H�P�S�O�H���D���I�D�Y�R�X�U���W�R��
�E�H���U�H�S�D�L�G���O�D�W�H�U���� 

�x �$�V���D�Q���L�O�O�X�P�L�Q�D�W�H���K�H���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���W�R��
�6�S�L�U�L�W�V���R�I���5�H�S�U�L�V�D�O�����6�R�P�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�H�Q�W���D��
�E�L�W���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���W�R�S���R�U���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���H�G�J�H���Z�K�H�Q��

mean Drak does. THE PPoE&A: He's the spokesman 
for their discontent. 



�W�K�H�\���N�Q�H�Z���W�K�D�W�����7�K�H���)�H�H�G�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���%�D�W��
�Z�D�V���R�E�O�L�T�X�H�O�\���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���� 

JARATHIR:  I'm not? Are you saying that's 
what keeps most people loyal to their gods? 
EXAMINER:  Yeah. You believe that you are 
loyal to your principles without being punished?  
JARATHIR  Because it's the right thing to do? 

 
�x �-�D�U�D�W�K�L�U���Z�D�V���Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U���E�R�X�Q�G���W�R��

�R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H�V�����+�H���F�R�X�O�G���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���K�L�V��
�D�O�L�J�Q�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���/�L�I�H���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J��
�K�L�V���D�O�L�J�Q�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���'�H�D�W�K�����/�L�N�H�Z�L�V�H��
�0�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���6�W�D�V�L�V������ 

JARATHIR  Because they are all aspects of 
one thing. 
EXAMINER: As is the Goddess. 
JARATHIR As are we all. 
  

�x �+�H���Z�D�V���D�G�Y�L�V�H�G���W�R���V�S�H�D�N���W�R���R�W�K�H�U��
�,�O�O�X�P�L�Q�D�W�H�V���E�X�W���Q�R�W���W�R���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J��
�K�H���Z�D�V���W�R�O�G���³�:�H���F�D�Q���G�H�O�X�G�H���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V��
�M�X�V�W���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���J�Q�R�V�L�V���´�� 

JARATHIR If all Illuminates are different 
there are Truths and Delusions for all of us. 
EXAMINER:  How many possible paths are 
there in the seven fold book you read? 3 
 
As the Examiner rose to show him the door 
Jarathir saw again the light of the Moon shining 
behind his eyes but this time it shone White.  
 
Meanwhile, at Breakfast in the Insula (Berry 
porridge, red and fruity) there was a cry across 
the courtyard and a Senatorial Voice shouting. 
 
A few moments later the Senator stalked into 
their flat. 
 
SENATOR:  Right! Bugger Beatpot Aelwrin! 
... I have several problems I need your aid with. I 
need confirmation from the cult of Danfive 
Xaron that they are going to provide us with 
Elephant Poop Scoopers. 
VOSTOR:  Elephant Assistants? Elephant 
Followers? 

 
3 This is left as an exercise for the student.  

SENATOR:  (Nodding) Elephant Followers. 
And that they will be available for rehearsal 
either tomorrow or the day after. We have only a 
limited amount of time. We need a day�¶s 
rehearsal. Tomorrow would be better but we 
may be forced into the day after.  
 
Somebody brought up the Mouse Guards 
("Mouseketeers?") for the front of the Elephants' 
section of the parade. The Senator asked for 
suggestions for who to take care of it. 
 
Vostor queried whether there were that many 
mice in the city but Eshan brought up the 
possibility of some hostile person using them as 
sabotage for the parade.  
 
SENATOR:  I'm thinking there may be some 
magical solution. Somebody ought to go to the 
University. 4. I' am willing to pay....  
 
SENATOR: Task number...uh... three. Where 
are my notes?  
VOSTOR: Do mice come in herds?  
SENATOR:  The problem I started with was 
Beatpot Aelwrin who is still insists on a round-
up of the White Moonies. And your friend the 
Overseer who is unwilling to risk disruption on 
the streets. We need to ensure that Beatpot 
Aelwrin is satisfied. I am going to go into the 
Upper City. I think our Humakt will look 
impressive.. I may be able to bring pressure to 
bear on one of the people who commands the 
regiments to overrule Beatpot Aelwrin. Oh, and 
yes, and ah. Eshan I need you to go to the Office 
of the Minister of War. There isn't a Minister of 
War at the moment. I need orders out of the 
Ministry giving permission for us to use the 
Campus Militarius outside the City for the 
rehearsal and to detach the units that we need to 
attend the rehearsal and the parade. I've written 
you a letter to present. And a request to bring the 
elephants into the City. 
 
MARTIN: I'm fascinated that his Imperial 
Bodyguard is willing to overrule him and say 
'No you're not going to the parade...." 
DRAK 'Your Imperial Majesty'. 

4 ALAN: (Going all meta) Is there an equivalent of a 
Pied Piper here? 



GM: 'Your poor servant cannot abide the 
thought of you being in danger.' 
 
SENATOR:  Everybody wants to puff up their 
role. Everybody except me.  
JARANTHIR:  (Entering the room) The only 
honest senator left? 
SENATOR:  I wouldn't say that... Ah, you're 
going to the University!  
JARANTHIR:  I am?  
SENATOR:  I'm tasking you to find a sorcerer 
capable of shielding against rodents. Have some 
porridge while I write you a letter of 
introduction. 
JARANTHIR: Why is the porridge this 
colour?  
VOSTOR:  Berries in it. 
ESHAN:  Healthier. 
VISHI: (From the shadows) Religiously 
appropriate.  
 
The mission to Danfive Xaron first. They got 
referred to was a noted cultist who had been 
fully reformed from his evil ways, Nose Ring 5 
Vostor didn't recognise him but Sandene 
recalled seeing him pass through Tarsh while 
travelling by Moonboat to Prax on a 'special 
mission' which ended with the group he was 
with (the Lunar Coders) returning hurriedly to 
the capital for reasons that were never 
explained. They had managed to get the then 
Governor of Prax Sor-Eel dismissed before they 
left though.  
 
SANDENE That smells of politics so I shall 
ignore it.  
 
Nose Ring had a lot of tattoos on his body from 
a lot of cults and a large brand of his chest which 
he displayed proudly. And a brass nose ring that 
gave him his cognomen.  
 
GM: He is one of the successful products of the 
cult and is now sane, stable and respectable. 
MARTIN: For certain values of sane, stable and 
respectable. 
 

 
5 A major NPC from the STRANGERS IN 
PRAX supplement of RQ3 days.. 

NOSE RING: Greetings comrades. Let me 
show you something.  
 
Outside in the courtyard were a bunch of men 
with their eyes cast to the ground being shouted 
at by burlier men.  
 
NOSE RING:  They are a graduating class. 
They are what we are thinking of using as your 
pooper scoopers.  
SANDENE  Would they be available tomorrow 
or possibly the day after? For rehearsal?  
VOSTOR: Because we're not quite sure when 
it will be yet.  
NOSE RING:  Let us know as soon as possible. 
Thing is these are one year graduates....  They 
are at a delicate stage.  
Vostor didn't think they looked delicate. They all 
wore a bear cloak as their primary covering and 
a fresh looking brand over their hearts. Some of 
them were small and weedy, many were big and 
burly.  
 
NOSE RING:  They have just reached the point 
of being allowed to talk to people outside the 
cult again. It's a delicate moment in the process 
and we do lose people at this point. That's why 
the rehearsal is so important to us. We would 
appreciate it if you kept a light observance on 
them. I don't want them to think they are being 
too heavily supervised or observed by the other 
units. We think that some of them will run. And 
when they run we want it to be our people who 
pick them up. 
SANDENE You want us to let them run?  
NOSE RING:  Have a word with your 
centurions.  
SANDENE Tell them not to break rank?  
NOSE RING:  A very good way to put it. The 
ones who don't run we think will be stable 
enough to take part in the parade itself. The 
trouble is there are always damnable rumours 
about the few who get away. It's something we 
try to eradicate but there seems to be no way to 
erase from their minds the names of people 
like Vinval Jotoran. He was caught once, but got 
let go. That's the really deadly thing.6 

6 This was a massive Clue that as far as I recall never 
got followed up. 



SANDENE  Does your cult not have some way 
of enforcing oaths as Humakt does?  
NOSE RING:  We are supposed to turn our 
hearts away from hardness and away from 
criminality and put our faith into the Goddess as 
Danfive Xaron did.  And that works. We should 
be able to find them. But a few a very few run 
and stay run. We're not sure why. Thing about 
Jotoran when we found him he was a successful 
businessman in Phandaros. We took him in and 
he escaped again. Where he is now nobody 
seems to know.  
 
Meanwhile at the Ministry of War,  
 
Eshan entered the office of the Chief Clerk to 
the Ministry of War who looked at the list of 
requests and sniffed as if not at all impressed by 
the seal of the Master of Circuses. 
 
CHIEF CLERK: We're used to having this 
sort of notice well in advance. My late master 
the Minister was very specific about that. 
However, if as you say, it is at the Imperial 
Command I'm sure we can get things going.  
 
He paused, coughed and made a gesture 
indicative of gathering coins into his hands. 
Eshan looked blank and reflected that he had no 
idea how much the going rate was for that sort of 
thing. The Chief Clerk took out a chalk slate 
tablet and wrote a sum on it. The sum was 100 
Gold Wheels. 7 
 
Eshan estimated that would be enough to buy a 
very nice house in the country or a small 
townhouse in the city. It was twice a noble's 
standard ransom and more than Eshan had ever 
seen in one place.  
 
CHIEF CLERK:  A small inducement will be 
necessary. 
 
And then he wiped the chalk board clean.  
 
Eshan got the sense he knew it was outrageous 
and didn't expect Eshan to pay that. He didn't 
seem to be about to settle down to negotiate 
either. 

 
7 DRAK: I hope you're not carrying that much.  

ESHAN:  I can't pay that�« . I will have to get 
back to the Senator about the Emperor's parade. 
Because last time we saw him he was looking 
forward to it. (Sweeps towards the door 
decisively)  
 
That particular bit of intimidation caused the 
Chief Clerk to choke on the grape he was 
popping in his mouth at that moment.   
 
Jarathir was at the University.  
 
JARATHIR  (Still a bit 'spacey'.) Wow! A lot 
of these people are clockwork. Moving on....  
 
A Supercillious Person in Robes pointed him 
towards the Rat Tower where lived s sorcerer 
learned in animals and especially rodents.  
 
SUPERCILLIOUS PERSON IN ROBES:  
Smelly Dedrick is the person you want. Don't 
call him smelly, call him Master Dedrick.  
 
The Rat Tower was a tower decorated with 
carved rats. The tower smelled of urine. Mixed 
human and rat urine, if Jarathir was any judge. 
He came to a door which was locked and painted 
black. When he knocked a rough-edged voice 
snarled 'Go away!"  
 
JARATHIR  Master Dedrick? 
MASTER DEDRICK : What?  
JARATHIR  I have a potential commission 
from the Master of Circuses.  
 
The door opened to reveal a man with long 
tangled hair and beard down to his navel, 
wearing a black robe above his bare feet. 
 
MD:  What? 
JARATHIR (Showing him the letter of 
commission) We.. need a mouse free parade 
route for the length of a particular parade. For 
quite a long duration for fairly small targets. 
MD: Oh, targets aren't aren't aren't 
RELEVANT!  It's the strength of the magic, the 
magic which would be yes.  
JARATHIR  So it is possible then? 

 



MD:  (Sounding slightly more sane) Oh, yes, 
yes. Certainly. Certainly... Well, I'd have to whip 
it up in advance, you understand. I would say on 
the whole this would be a matter of... Have you 
considered a shaman? No, no, no shamans 
hereabouts. Forget what I said about shamans. 
They're a smelly, unpleasant bunch.8 That would 
be Command. You don't want them dead, do 
you?  
JARATHIR  No. We just want them not there.  
MD:  No, no. Command Beast. Area Effect Tap? 
No, not really. It wouldn't... Mice and rats? 
JARATHIR  I think it is specifically mice but 
mice and rats would be good. 9 
MD:  You must understand I am a Master of the 
Rune Beast.  
JARATHIR That would make sense. 
MD:  And a Master of the Rune Command. So it 
is a matter of Range and Duration and Intensity. 
The longer it lasts the shorter the range will be. 
The intensity won't need to be too high because 
they're Rodents you see. They don't have much 
willpower. They're skittish creatures. Super Rats 
are a problem. I gave my evidence to the 
enquiry. Super Rats are a problem.10 Basically, 
the way I think I would do this if, if, if, if I con, I 
con, I condescend to do this I would cast a 
bound spell on an ornament on the lead 
elephant... Is that word elephant? Never seen an 
elephant.  
JARATHIR  Very impressive creatures, sir. As 
someone interested in beasts you may�«   
MD : How long do you think this should last. Six 
Hours? Twelve Hours? A Day?  
JARATHIR  There's going to be a practice 
parade and then a parade.  
MD:  I would charge for both enchantments. 
JARATHIR  I think that's understood sir.  
MD:  Well, that, that,.that, that perf... Well, 
good! 11 
 
Two six hour spells were ordered and then the 
Range had to be decided: the elephants had to be 
protected from the sight or smell of a mouse 
which caused some chin scratching.  

 
8 This was the pot calling the kettle black.  
9 MARTIN: (Unhelpfully) Voles? PUM: Hamster? 
Group discount? 

MD What is the length of the group of 
elephants? .  
 
MARTIN: Let's just imagine an elephant in the 
room. 
GRAHAM: Let's not talk about that. 
 
Drak went on the assumption that there would be 
a dozen elephants with an elephant sized gap 
between them and ignored Graham's remark that 
in THE JUNGLE BOOK they were holding the 
tail of the elephant in front.  
 
DRAK: An elephant is five yards long? 
PUM: Bit longer than a double decker bus. 
That's really not helping is it?  
 
As the research went on unhelpful remarks about 
the difference between elephants African and 
Asian and male and female were thrown in. The 
conversation wandered into silliness. The GM 
vanished into calculations on the cost of magic 
which involved diving into obscurely written 
rules in badly indexed rulebooks. The players 
wittered on to fill the gap. 
 
GRAHAM: It's quite difficult to run over an 
elephant with a steam roller. 
PUM: It could be a Sicilian Dwarf Elephant 
 
When he returned from his trance of calculation 
Master Dedrick offered a price of fifty-five 
Lunars per casting plus an extra charge of five 
lunars per casting if they wanted him to take a 
bath first. Jarathir agreed this was probably 
prudent.  
 
They shook hands on the deal, and Jarathir got a 
sudden vison of Dedrick�¶s face turning into a 
mask and his body into a giant puppet with 
strings running up into the ceiling. He looked up 
and saw a Gold rank Mostali Dwarf operating 
him.  
 

10 . Graham muttered that he didn't believe that 
Rodents of Unusual Size existed. 
11 I had, as you can probably tell, a lot of fun with 
this aged magical loon. 



JARATHIR  (Sotto voce) everything's fine 
everything's fine....Just because the Universe 
doesn't actually exist... I'm still here.  
 
The Supercilious Person in Robes was pleased to 
hear that Master Dedrick had been able to help, 
noting that he didn�¶�W���J�H�W���R�X�W���P�X�F�K���� 
 
JARATHIR  I got that impression. Five Lunars 
is quite a lot for a bath but I'm sure it's a good 
investment.  
SPIR : We have to pay the servants extra to take 
water up to him.  
 
At the gates of the Upper City, the Senator and 
Keanus were stopped. Spells were cast on them 
to ensure that they were not terrorists or the 
Bronze Age equivalent.  
 
MARTIN: Any evil thoughts? 
ALAN: He's a Humakti. 
MARTIN: Any hidden weapons. 
ALAN: He's a Humakti.  
 
As they stepped through the gates everything got 
brighter, sharper and nicer. The feeling that this 
place was more Real than the Lower City was 
everywhere.  
 
The Statues of the Gods and Heroes around the 
parade ground looked bigger and more real. and 
Keanus looked at the Senator for reassurance. 
 
SENATOR:  Ah. You must understand here 
you are one step closer to the Goddess. One step 
closer to the Moon. If you look down the avenue 
there you will see the gate through which you 
can step and find yourself on the Moon. We 
don't recommend you do that unless invited.  
 
Keanus followed the Senator taking careful note 
of all around him. He noted that the people in 
the Upper City were watching him  too and with 
a certain amount of suspicion. Everybody else 
here was a member of a Lunar cult and he was 
an outsider.  
 
PUM: I do my best to look like a professional 
bodyguard.  
DRAK: Which he is.  
ALAN: He's a professional soldier. 

DRAK: Ha! Moonlighting!  
 
They marched into the offices beside a set of 
barracks. People were marching up and down 
outside in Glorious uniforms. 
 
KEANUS  Ah, that's what the Janitrix was 
trying to teach us.  
 
The Senator and his bodyguard were shown  into 
the presence of Count Julan, Commander of the 
First Imperial Footguard. (Also a former Lunar 
Coder and a comrade of Nose-Ring.) 
 
Julan was terribly sorry but it was strictly 
speaking Beat-Pot Aelwrin's responsibility to 
decide whether a particular environment was 
safe to have the Emperor in.  
 
JULAN:  I do outrank him but it would be 
invidious of me to try to use my rank to persuade 
him to change his mind.�«   I do not know how 
to advise you. I am new enough in this position 
that I do not wish to offend anybody.  
 
Keanus muttered something about just rounding 
up the ringleaders and holding them overnight. 
The other two men shook their heads sadly. 
 
JULAN:  I have as you may have heard a certain 
sympathy for the White Moonies. Not for their 
doctrine which I think ridiculous but let us say 
they have not always had the best justice of the 
Empire.  
 
In response to questions about what they knew 
about the White Moon movement. The GM said: 
 

�x �7�K�H�\���K�D�G���D�U�L�V�H�Q���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�H�L�J�Q���R�I���W�K�H��
�F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���0�D�V�N���R�I���W�K�H���(�P�S�H�U�R�U�����$�U�J�H�Q�W�L�X�V����
�3�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���D���W�R�W�D�O���F�R�L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�F�H�����W�K�D�W��  

�x �$���P�D�Q���F�D�O�O�H�G���.�U�L�V�K�Q�D�Q���W�K�H���9�D�U�O�H�H���Z�D�V��
�W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���O�H�D�G�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���:�K�L�W�H���0�R�R�Q��



�F�X�O�W���L�Q���W�K�H���&�L�W�\����12���7�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���D���U�H�Z�D�U�G��
�R�X�W���R�Q���K�L�P�� 

�x �.�H�D�Q�X�V���K�D�G���D�O�V�R���K�H�D�U�G���W�K�D�W���&�R�X�Q�W���-�X�O�D�Q��
�K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
�P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���G�R�Z�Q���L�Q���3�U�D�[���E�X�W���K�H���G�L�G�Q�
�W��
�N�Q�R�Z���D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���G�H�W�D�L�O�V��  

�x �:�K�L�W�H���0�R�R�Q���G�R�F�W�U�L�Q�H���K�H�O�G���W�K�D�W��
�H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���W�K�H���(�P�S�L�U�H���Z�L�O�O���I�D�G�H���D�Z�D�\���D�V��
�D���W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���,�O�O�X�V�L�R�Q�����D���G�L�V�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P��
�W�K�H���7�U�X�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���*�R�G�G�H�V�V���Z�K�R�V�H���I�L�Q�D�O��
�I�R�U�P���L�V���W�K�H���:�K�L�W�H���0�R�R�Q��  

GM: Universal Peace and Love. 
PUM: 'The Empire must wither away' 13 
DRAK: You can see why people in charge of the 
Empire might not be keen on this philosophy.  
 
Afterwards, the Senator thought the Count 
wanted to find a way to help him but couldn't 
find a way to do it. He also complimented 
Keanus saying he was "the quiet determination 
that I need to feel safe." 
 
DRAK: Now is not the time to go 'Huh?'.  
MARTIN: What he thinks is 'quiet determination' 
is just you noodling about.  
 
They all got back together at the Senator's 
office.  
 
Vostor had come up with a scheme to get twenty 
five carts and take them to the guy who wanted a 
hundred wheels. He thought this was 
funny. Sandene said carts normally had two 
wheels. What they wanted was fifty carts or 
twenty five wagons.  
 
The Senator had a burst of temper when told the 
size of the bribe being asked. Eshan apologised 
for not knowing enough about the bureaucracy 
to negotiate a reduction.  
 
SENATOR:  He's been got at. Did you notice 
his name? Ah, yes. He's probably related to the 
old man. His family are clients to the old man. I 
need some way to make that problem go away. 

 
12 This was another Big Clue that didn't get followed 
up. Krishnan is a character in CITIZENS OF THE 
LUNAR EMPIRE, the book about the Insula. 

Suggestions please. And no, you are not getting 
a hundred wagon wheels  
SANDENE  I thought you No, meant we 
weren't going to assassinate him.  
SENATOR:  Not that either.  
VOSTOR:  I could go and introduce myself to 
him. Explain what happened to the last Senator I 
met.  
JARATHIR  Or just offer to stay with him until 
it's sorted.  
VOSTOR:  Yeah! That works. �µI've been told 
not to leave until you make this happen and I'm 
here to make useful suggestions to make it 
happen.�¶ I can do that.  
SENATOR:  I need something that will 
persuade him that insisting on the bribe would 
be not in his best interest.  
KEANUS  The only person who's got that kind 
of money to throw around is the Emperor. We 
should go to the Emperor and say... 
SENATOR:  Let me give you a piece of basic 
of advice of surviving in the City of Glamour. 
JARATHIR Nothing that starts with 'Go to the 
Emperor' is a good idea.  
SENATOR:  Nothing that annoys the Emperor 
is a good idea.  
 
The Senator admitted he didn't have any useful 
ideas. Eshan wanted to know about breaking in 
to the Ministry after business hours to which 
Jarathir disrespectfully pointed out you couldn't 
just steal an authorisation. Vostor thought 
finding him in flagrante delicto with his 
secretary was the way to go. There was a lot of 
talking over each other.   
 
JARATHIR May I suggest a less polite 
delegation? �«  Drop some money on him and 
say 'take it or leave it'.  
SENATOR:  And if he leaves it, we don't have 
a rehearsal. 
JARATHIR  We could be quite physically 
persuasive. Sir. 
SENATOR:  I know it's what you're good at 
KEANUS  Want us to rough up the Minister of 
War? 

13 Yes, that's a direct parody of Marxism. A lot of 
'Red Empire' vibes in Chaosium material written in 
the 80s and 90s. 



JARATHIR He's not the Minister of War. He's 
a jumped up bureaucrat sitting in for the 
Minister of War. That was a little emotive. Sorry 
sir.  
VOSTOR: Threaten him with a blunt object? 
Hang on, I am a blunt object.  
 
Sandene suggested using sorcery to create a 
temporary 100 Wheels. Which the Senator said 
was counterfeiting.  
 
SENATOR:  Bribes are not legal. Technically 
speaking, if the Emperor wants to make a case of 
it, soliciting a bribe or giving a bribe is equally 
culpable. 
SANDENE So if he loses his hundred gold he 
isn't going to go to the authorities, is he?  
SENATOR:  Creating a temporary illusion of 
Imperial currency.... 
JARATHIR A temporary illusion of a 
promissory note? 
SENATOR:  Forgery.  
VOSTOR Can I hit him? Can I hit him and cast 
heal on him so he can't do anything about it. 
 
The Senator sighed and fetched a homing pigeon 
from another room, wrote a note and sent it off 
while they came up with more and more unlikely 
schemes. He then sent for hot beverages and 
snacks.  
 
A while later a pigeon arrived and the Senator 
read the message it brought. .  
 
JARATHIR  I will tell my hawk not to eat your 
messenger. 
SENATOR:  Oh, damn I've been an idiot. 
SANDENE Surely not. sir. 
SENATOR:  Eshan, I've got a little job for you. 
I want you to go to the Office of Ivex 
Devouring Dog and ask if I can have one of his 
tax officials for about of two hours. Say it is a 
matter of some potential undeclared income.  
 
At the dread name of Ivex several people in the 
room (including Jarathir who had an uncle who 
was driven to suicide by the attentions of the 
Tax Demons) came over a bit funny at the name 
of the chief tax gatherer of the Empire. 

Fortunately, Eshan was a cool as a cucumber 
who has never under-declared his tax liabilities.  
 
He took Vostor along, muttering "couldn't hurt".  
 
His skill at Bureaucracy failed him this time and 
he was told they were terribly, terribly busy and 
perhaps he could come back later in the week. It 
was clear that he did not look important enough.  
 
VOSTOR: Tell him you're here on business of 
the Emperor.  
 
He whispered that loudly enough to persuade the 
clerk to look again and when Eshan showed him 
the authorisation that they had been given by 
Chief Overseer Phranestes the clerk grumpily 
stood up and went into the inner office.  
 
PUM: Every time we go to the Palace we should 
nick one of their compliment slips.  
 
Eventually, they were shown into the presence 
of a tax inspector.  
 
ESHAN:  The Master of Circuses wishes to see 
you concerning some undeclared income. 
TAX INSPECTOR:  Of his? 
ESHAN Of somebody else. 
TAX INSPECTOR : Is this urgent?  
ESHAN:  Yes. It's for the Emperor's parade. 
Somebody is stalling it. 
TAX INSPECTOR : (Surprisingly) Ah. That is 
a reasonably request. Jaxarte! I'm Out Of The 
Office.  
 
The Senator said he was 'quite impressed' when 
they came back with the Tax inspector, adding 
that he was also quite impressed with his 
daughter. (Who came up with the idea.)  
 
The Tax Inspector, once he'd had the situation 
explained to him, said he'd be happy to 
'discourage this person'.  
 
Once in the office, the Senator asked the Chief 
Clerk for a loan of his slate and wrote on it '10 
Lunars' and said: "May I introduce you to..."  
 
TAX INSPECTOR:  Happy to witness the 



easing of the difficulties of a busy 
administrator.  
 
The Chief Clerk gasped. The Tax Inspector 
made a note of witness to an 'extra-curricular 
payment' and gave the Chief Clerk a copy.  
 
TAX INSPECTOR:  I'm sure it will not be 
necessary for me to order a full audit of your 
affairs.  
 
The Chief Clerk fainted. 
 
TAX INSPECTOR:  Ah, I may have leaned on 
him a little hard. 
 
The Chief Clerk was gibbering when he came 
around but none the less managed to complete 
the authorisations requested. He gave somewhat 
incoherent reassurances that he was not 
intending in any way to umm ummm ummm.  
 
They left with a bag full of authorisations with 
their associated stamps and seals.  
 
TAX INSPECTOR:  You have just increased 
the workload of one of my subordinates but 
thank you. That was very enjoyable. 
VOSTOR:  It will help you with your 
efficiency. 
TAX INSPECTOR:  What?  
VOSTOR:  You'll collect all the revenue that 
should have been paid.  
TAX INSPECTOR:  Yes. Or I may drive the 
poor chap to suicide. It's one of the things one 
has to risk14  
VOSTOR:  All he had to do is declare it in the 
first place.... 
ESHAN:  He had other masters. 
TAX INSPECTOR:  Are you saying that you 
don't understand why people defy the law. 
Because the innocent have nothing to fear. 
VOSTOR:  Yes! 
TAX INSPECTOR:  You are part of the 
backbone of the Empire. Or maybe something 
lower.  
 

 
14 MARTIN: It's one of the perks of the job. 

Suggestions as to what body part was meant 
came from the players who weren't in the scene. 
Pum won with "You're the pelvis of the 
Empire!"  
 
GRAHAM: Uh huh.  
 
The rest of the day was spent sending messages 
to the people in charge of various units telling 
them that they were going to be assembling on 
the Campus Militarius the next day. 
 
When Jarathir got to the University the wizard 
was in the middle of his bath. A maid servant 
stood by, with her eyes closed, pouring clean 
water over him to wash away the suds clinging 
to his person.  
 
When Jarathir stepped out of the Rat Tower after 
confirming arrangement for the next day there 
was a young man waiting for him. He thought he 
had seen him among the group of  University 
students, who lived on the floor above the 
squad's rooms. It wasn't the one who was 
annoyed with Vostor. Let me call this one Errio  
that being the name for the 'quiet, self-effacing 
one' among the students in CITIZENS OF THE 
LUNAR EMPIRE. 
 
ERRIO:  My friend is a bit annoyed with your 
friend. He's been paying attention to his girl.  
JARATHIR Oh yeah. Because she was upset, 
he got her a cat and was kind to her. I can see 
why that would be upsetting. 
ERRIO:  You don't want your girlfriend to go 
off and get cats off other men, do you?  
JARATHIR  I suppose it would be 
embarrassing to discover that someone else 
cared more about the person you profess to be 
your girl. 
ERRIO:  You are going aren't you? 
JARATHIR  We only have to see the Emperor 
a few more times and then we'll be back on 
duty.  
ERRIO:  Does that work with many people, 
hereabouts? Dropping the Emperor's name like 
that?  
JARATHIR That's why we're here. We�¶re here 
to receive a medal.  



ERRIO:  We did wonder.  
JARATHIR I don't think he was planning to 
steal her away or anything. He was just trying to 
see she was OK. 
ERRIO: You have to warn young girls about 
the dangers of fair speaking young men.  
JARATHIR  The entire subject is one of no 
interest to me. I'll make sure I'll mention to 
Vostor that your friend is upset.  
 
Errio clearly disliked Jarathir for some reason. 
He took a deep breath and his eyes flickered 
white for a moment before walking away.  
 
DRAK: I wonder if I've just been ensorcelled. 
Do I have all my limbs? 
GM: You still have all your limbs. You have no 
sudden urge to go out and interfere with gerbils 
or anything like that.  
DRAK No more than I had before. 
GM: I don't think we need to specify that about 
your character.  
 
As he headed back to the Insula through the 
gathering gloom he looked up to the Moon and 
the stars and he seemed to see cog's and wheels 
and levers between them. He wondered if that 
came from the Celestial Lore or the Mineral 
Lore. 
 
DRAK: I'd expect more in the way of 
interlocking celestial spheres myself.  
 
There was a brief lore interlude on Glorantha 
having only one crystal sphere and the reasons 
Aristotle came up with the idea "and a lot of 
other notions that turn out to be untrue as well".  
 
When he got back Jarathir passed on to Vostor 
the fact that there was a student upstairs who 
wasn't pleased with him.  
 
JARATHIR  I think he wanted you to tell her to 
beware of smooth talking strangers. 
VISHI: I think he believes you are a smooth 
talking stranger, Master. 
JARATHIR  Oh, yeah! That would make sense 
in context. Thanks Vishi. 
VISHI:  I didn't believe it either.  
VOSTOR:  So he wants me to go and tell her...? 

JARATHIR He doesn't want you to talk to her 
at all. 
VISHI:  Yes, that is the subtext here. Sorry, 
Master. I read that word in the newspaper. 
VOSTOR: If he'd been around to comfort her 
in the first place... 
ESHAN:  Have you seen this student before?  
VISHI:  There are four male students living 
upstairs and a girl. They come and go at unusual 
times. There is a certain amount of chanting go 
on up there. 
JARATHIR Sorcery students�¶ parties...  
 
The next day (the 19th) started bright and clear. 
At breakfast Vishi gave them a Very Spicy 
Porridge (Dragon's Breath from Kralorela with 
cooked prawns) and suggested they might want 
to visit the garderobe before going out.  
 
DRAK Do not question where the fishmonger 
got the prawns from given how far we are from 
any body of water.  
 
Vostor's enquiries as to how they could afford 
frozen prawns on their dole allowance led to 
Vishi admitting that he had been helping a dole 
queue speculator shift some of his more dubious 
coupons.  
 
JARATHIR What we have been eating is 
realised dole futures?  
KEANUS  Don't worry Vostor. I'm sure you can 
afford it.  
SANDENE  I don't want to think about prawn 
futures. 
 
They made their way to their assigned positions. 
Which was to get the parade sorted and in order 
under the command of the Senator. All of them 
did very well getting people senior in rank to 
them to follow instructions.  
 
As they accompanied the elephants down from 
the northern gate they saw a disturbance in shops 
and stalls along the streets, following the path of 
the elephants.  
 
Jarathir guessed quite rightly that this was all the 
rats and mic, on the surface and in the sewers 
below being pushed away by the wave of 
sorcerous Anti-Rat Commands.  



PUM: Are there that many rats? 
DRAK: It's a city! 
 
The sorcerer was standing right by Jarathir as the 
squad realised what was happening. 
 
JARATHIR  Was this anticipated?  
MD:  You did want them to stay away from the 
elephants. Perhaps I should modify the effect. 
 
They had a discussion and eventually agreed to 
try a command to all rodents to keep out of sight 
and hide as the elephants passed.  
 
VOSTOR:  Guess what the unnamed stew of 
tonight will be. 
SANDENE  Ratatouille?  
VOSTOR:   Honeyed rat. On a stick. 
JARATHIR Popcorn rat! 
 
Sandene and Keanus spotted that two of the 
Danfive Xaron following the elephants (with 
shiny, zinc plated and New! buckets which they 
would have to scrub clean when they got to the 
barracks) were edging towards the crowd of 
general populace surrounding them.  
Looking around for someone to report this to 
they spotted three or four people in the crowd 
not dressed as DX cultists who were keeping a 
close eye on the about-to-be runners.  
 
They followed instructions and Did Nothing and 
a few moments later the runners throw their 
buckets at the observers and ran away.   
 
They did a rehearsal for their own part of the 
ceremony with the Senator standing in for the 
Emperor.  
 
Everything went perfectly. Count Julan came 
over and complemented them.  
 
JULAN:  I hope this will not be in vain due to 
somebody's pride. I hope my unit will be able to 
be there. It makes sense for Beat-Pot Aelwrin to 
insist the streets be cleared of those he regards as 
scum 
KEANUS It's the danger to the Emperor. That's 
the main thing.  
JARATHIR Forgive me for speaking possibly 
out of turn. Isn't it slightly a slur on his abilities 

as a bodyguard if he feels a bunch of pacifist 
cultists are a problem.  
JULAN:  It's not my job to comment upon the 
other members of the High Command.  
 
He mentioned how appealing he found the 
White Moonies message of universal harmony 
and an end to all conflict between men. He didn't 
mention if he found it believable.  
 
JARATHIR It's going to be a very poor 
Imperial parade without the Emperor.  
VOSTOR:  Can't we just round them up? As 
they're pacifists? 
JARATHIR  It's more what rounding up 
general citizenry means... 
VOSTOR:  They're not general citizens! How 
many of them are there?  
ESHAN:  We don't know who they all are. And 
you also tend to get some innocent hangars on 
dragged along.  
JARATHIR Have you been involved in any of 
the round ups of villages we do in Tarsh.  
VOSTOR:  Yeah. 
JARATHIR Have you noticed you tend to get 
pelted with rocks on the way out?  
VOSTOR:  No.  
JARATHI R I suppose they're not hitting your 
helmet so you wouldn't.  
VOSTOR:  When you say rounding up it's more 
rounding down. 
JARATHIR  Oh right so you're on the 
execution squad.  
VOSTOR:  Nope. I'm there to suppress 
unnecessary violence. 
 
That evening Count Julan turned up at the 
Insula. He coolly walked up to the apartment of 
the Illuminated gent who lived on the floor 
above, paying no attention to the curious looks 
of the squad on the way in or the way out.  
 
GM: Does anyone do anything like.... 
DRAK: Try to listen in? 
MARTIN: Above our pay grade. 
DRAK: We're mostly professional soldiers. For 
whom curiosity is a very bad idea.  
GM: I was merely trying to tempt you.  
 



After the Count departed the old man came out 
looking irritated and went to the flat of the 
students where he had a long conference.  
 
JARATHIR:   It's not as if the Senator has a 
whole building full of White Moonies. That 
would be ridiculous! And nothing at all to do 
with why he didn't want investigators hanging 
around the place.  
 
In the corner Vishi was rolling his eyes hard 
enough to make his head hurt.  
 
The Illuminated chap came across and asked if 
Jarathir was busy tomorrow. He said he would 
have to ask his officer.  
 
ILLUMINATED OLD CHAP: 15  Would you 
be willing to help me to get the White Moon 
problem resolved for the day of the parade?  
JARATHIR:  If I could assist you in that it 
would be my honour and I think perhaps my 
duty.  
IOC:  I will come and see you when I have made 
the approaches I have to make.  
JARATHIR:   Is this something that may be 
shared.... 
IOC:  I would prefer it if you kept it 
confidential. But if you wish to tell your officer 
or the Senator that I may be able to solve the 
little problem for the duration of the parade.  
 
JARATHIR Sir, I have been told by an 
Illuminate of my acquaintance that with my 
assistance he may be able to cause the White 
Moon problem to not be a problem for the day of 
the parade. Will that be a problem? 
ESHAN:  You need any help?  
JARATHIR  Not that I'm aware of but I may 
come back to you once he's told me what he 
actually wants me to do.  
ESHAN:  Anything that will help solve it... 
 
Jarathir made it clear that the officer would have 
to explain it to the Senator.  
 
 

 
15 Can you guess his name, reader? 
16 TPPoE&A: As disappointed as you were in Nick 
Clegg and the Coalition? ME: No, a certain base level 

DISTRACTIONS 
 
Alan had brought in some unusual nibbles.  
 
GRAHAM: Do try the German Pilsner Chips.  
 
The GM tried it and the expression on his face 
caused general laughter. 
 
DRAK: It is akin to the sensation of walking into 
a pub just after it has opened. 
MARTIN: It tastes of the smell of stale beer.  
GM: It doesn't taste of anything except 
processed potato product.  
 
The Currywurst Sausage Chips were worse.. 
 
COMMENTARIAT ON E&A 12 
 
A GRAND COVER! AGAIN!  
 
MATT STEVENS: �¶Your deity is a different 
name for my deity�¶ changes meaning depending 
on the power relationship between the two 
cultures. // It occurs to me that divine names 
could change due to misunderstanding and egg-
corns. Which could be funny if done right. 
Easier than developing a whole artificial 
language and its historical changes too. // RYCT 
Me: I�¶m actually a long time Liberal Democrat 
voter and we don�¶t call the Tories rude names. 
We just tut and look disappointed.16 I voted 
Labour last time though because I really, really 
wanted to kick out our Brexit-supporting Tory 
MP. (We did! A small Woo hoo for democracy!) 
Starmer looks like getting his leadership 
challenged. I have no idea if he will prevail. I am 
currently taking some pleasure in the failure of 
Reform to even slightly impress the 
psephologists. (See the end of the zine) // Jane 
Austen, like most British people then and now, 
lived a long way from the hard edge of Empire 
where white people exploited non-white people 
for profit. She did not see the oppression and 
needed to do nothing to reenforce it.  Which 
meant, especially during WWII when black 

of disappointment is bound into the very word 
�ZTory�[. 



American soldiers arrived en-masse in Britain 
that British citizens could, without hypocrisy, 
object to the white American MPs trying to 
bring the social structure of the American South 
where you had to discriminate and oppress to fit 
in and prosper. It also meant that she fully 
supported the class discrimination that made her 
own social arrangements work.  
 
ROGER B_W: I have no problem with long-
term hidden magic if a) Magic is dangerous to 
the cosmos and the only sane thing to do is limit 
it or b) Magic is dangerous to the user and either 
destroys them or forces them out of Reality after 
a certain time. Or both of course. // In the Aegis 
Institute game, the Gods are right there in the 
centre of the city. They tolerate other gods if 
they act like respectful houseguests, put up with 
people who support no god and react variously 
to actual atheists. Crone cackles, Uncle giggles, 
Father, Daughter and Son frown with 
puzzlement and Mother just shakes her head 
sadly. RYCT Me:  I think Compulsive Habit 
(Matchmaking) is better. Not everyone hates 
Dolly Levi. -5 points in most cases. I have added 
that to the writeup. Thanks. (And Jaq�¶s Great 
Aunt has her next story arc.) Re Baron 
Rafe Tikhonov�¶s further adventures. Maybe. 
I have some published adventures in nearby 
space to where he ended up. I have some 
reading to do first. // Re your footnote to 
Patrick Riley: the number of things that the 
German High Command could have known 
and really should have known but didn�¶t is 
considerable. How Fighter Command was 
organised for instance.  
 
JOHN REDDEN: Congrats about the 
operations: my mum managed to outlive her first 
pacemaker and got an upgraded version for the 
last three years of her life. // The Mother and the 
Father (and the rest of the Six) are gods of the 
City of Aegis, the setting of my currently 
running GURPS game and nowt to do with 
Glorantha, at all, at all. Apologies for confusion.  
 
PATRICK BRADY: Welcome (back)! I�¶m 
sure you could find a dot matrix printer if you 
really needed one but didn�¶t they consume 
ribbons and stuff like that. The consumables 

might be the problem. // I would like to run 
Tekumel again but the lore barrier is even higher 
than Glorantha. // I can�¶t trace the novel (?) 
series you describe as containing Nightwatch 
London. Author? 
 
MYLES COCORAN: Finger ouch! 
Sympathy! // I was implying that the Mother�¶s 
wisdom  is deeper than humans can access. The 
Crone has wisdom humans would find very 
useful but she keeps it to herself. // Starmer may 
be all you say but I worry that a change of 
government leadership might be a problem just 
now. Note that the defence enthusiasts in the 
government are also pissed with him.  
 
BRIAN ROGERS: RYCT MATT 
STEVENS: Comic book continuity wanders 
into idiocy that writes over backstory even easier 
than DR WHO. Fewer budget constraints. // 
RYCT Me: Perhaps in the direction of more 
on-line gaming.  
 
LISA PADOL: RYCT me: Beat-Pot knows 
his boss the Emperor is a jerk and doesn�¶t want 
the jerk to get hit when he�¶s on watch. He also 
wants to establish his bureaucratic space. // The 
players never heard what happened about the 
Sky Guard subversion.  
 
AVRAM GRUMER:  I�¶m glad I�¶m not the 
only one who was confused reading 
FARFLUNG. RYCT HEATH ROW: Damn! 
If I �¶d remembered that polar co-ordinate paper 
existed maybe I�¶d have found mapping Aegis 
easier�«  Hmmm�« . 
 
ERIKA L FRANK: I think you�¶re wrong. 
From the point of view of the editors and writers 
the characters are immortal (as long as the sales 
stay up) From the point of view of the characters 
they are at risk from a serious enough challenge 
(yes, even Superman) and they don�¶t know they 
have Plot Immunity.  
 
So should the mechanics model the editors�¶ 
reality or the heroes�¶ reality. Good question. I�¶d 
say probably there should be a Luck resource the 
players have to keep an eye on and that the 
heroes know nothing about.  
 



If they aren�¶t overcoming their perfectly 
reasonable fears every time, are they really 
heroes? (As opposed to just good neighbours.)  
 
May I offer for your consideration:  
 
WILD TALENTS: The One Roll Engine supers 
game. Has several rather good settings including 
PROGENITOR. 
 
MARVEL HEROIC ROLEPLAYING A 
Margaret Weiss game. Very good on fight 
scenes: tends to handwave the rest of the 
experience.  
 
MASKS: A NEW GENERATION: A teen 
supers game Powered by The Apocalypse. I ran 
it will my family (nieces and nephews and their 
spouses who I suspect of being kind to old Uncle 
Mike) and it went well enough. Not sure I did it 
justice.  
 
None of these are my ideal supers game (I�¶ll 
know it if and when I see it) and they may not be 
yours but will at least add to your knowledge of 
the field.  
 
Re The Hit Points Of God: More years ago than 
I care to remember I passed a table at the 
Wednesday Night Club (as it was then) and the 
teenage GM was saying to his players: �³Well, 
last week you killed Satan. What are you going 
to do this week?� 1́7 
 
Even IN NOMINE which is all about Angels 
and Demons keeps the Archangels and Demon 
Princes out of the scope of the main system. 
Newly qualified angels, newly spawned demons 
are the run of player characters. They may aspire 
to their own Words (Angel of APAs, Demon of 
Internet Trolling) but not to the real heights of 
power. God, in that setting, doesn�¶t seem to want 
to get involved. 
 
RYCT Pum: The most annoying maps I ever 
saw in an RPG were those in the first Editon of 
REIGN. It had maps for most of the cultures but 

 
17 TPPoE&A: The number of times you�[ve told that 
story�Y ME: Please keep count for me. No, really 
please do.  

as they were laid out on the bodies of two gods 
who were the surface of the game world getting 
them to work together was (probably 
deliberately) quite impossible.   
 
JOSHUA K: RYCT Me: Having certain 
experiences in Glorantha gives you points in an 
Illumination skill. One of these (since the latest 
rewrite) is skill in the Moon Rune. Then once a 
year you get to roll under that skill to become an 
Illuminate. I abused that once a year rule 
horribly to encourage Drak to keep on trying to 
qualify, part of the magic of Glamour that my 
players kept saying was distorting the calendar. 
(I can�¶t help it if they don�¶t pay attention can I?) 
Re Roger�¶s Zombies. Well, from a purely 
materialist point of view consciousness is just a 
supervisor function that often can�¶t be arsed to 
over-ride the lower level systems that produce 
perception, language and other stuff. If you re-
activate the lower level functions you could get 
something that can understand you but not resist 
commands. (How pure materialists deal with the 
existence of magic is a problem I leave for the 
student.)  
 
Lo! The end of my allotted space 
approaches! Dread barrier to my 
continued waffling! Further comment 
must wait to next time. Maybe. 
Maybe the time after. Or maybe �«  
 
MY FINAL WORD FOR THIS ISSUE: 
PSEPHOLOGIST. People who study 
elections, derived from the Greek 
word for �¶pebble �· because the Ancient 
Greeks used pebbles to vote with 
when they weren �·t using potshards. 
(See �¶ostracism �·.) So literally �¶pebble 
theorist �·.  
 
Take good care of you and of yours 
as you seek the worlds-spanning 
criminal mastermind Quandos Vorn, 
you band of vengeance-seeking loons, 
you.   
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A Handful of Game Jams 

�,���J�R�W���F�D�X�J�K�W���X�S���L�Q���D���I�H�Z���J�D�P�H���M�D�P�V���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�������,���K�D�Y�H���D��
�O�R�W���R�I���V�W�X�I�I���J�R�L�Q�J���R�Q���L�Q���P�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���O�L�I�H�����V�R���R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H��
�,�j�P���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U�����S�U�R�M�H�F�W���Z�L�W�K���G�H�D�G�O�L�Q�H�����W�K�L�Q�J�V���W�R��
�G�L�V�W�U�D�F�W���P�H���� 

�)�R�U���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G�����7�7�5�3�*���&�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���&�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q��
�&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���-�D�P�������Z�L�W�K���D���J�R�D�O���R�I���������F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���L�Q���������G�D�\�V����
�,���V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G���*�R�O�G�H�Q���0�X�U�G�H�U���0�D�Y�H�Q�V�����W�K�H�������*�R�O�G�H�Q��
�*�L�U�O�V���D�V���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���I�R�U���%�U�L�Q�G�O�H�Z�R�R�G�������8�Q�W�D�P�H�G���)�$�(��
���E�H�W�D�j�G���E�\���/�L�V�D���3�D�G�R�O�������������L�V�K���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���7�K�H��
�8�Q�W�D�P�H�G���I�R�U���)�D�W�H���$�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H�G���������F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���	�������S�D�U�W�L�D�O������
�D�Q�G���.�L�W�K���R�I���*�O�L�W�F�K�����������F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���*�O�L�W�F�K���D�V���N�L�W�K��
�I�R�U���:�D�Q�G�H�U�K�R�P�H�������,���J�D�W�K�H�U���R�W�K�H�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R��
�Z�U�L�W�H���X�S���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���� 

�)�R�U�����0�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�R���-�D�P�����������������Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q��
�Y�L�G�H�R���J�D�P�H�V1�����,���Z�U�R�W�H���$�O�O���5�X�O�H�V���$�U�H���2�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�E�R�X�W��
�V�R�O�R���7�7�5�3�*�V�����a�����������Z�R�U�G�V�����V�R�P�H���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���D�E�R�X�W��
�V�D�I�H�W�\���W�R�R�O�V���L�Q���V�R�O�R���W�W�U�S�J�V�����,���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
�Z�K�R�O�H���W�K�L�Q�J���K�H�U�H���D�Q�G���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���W�K�D�W�
�G���E�H���U�H�G�X�Q�G�D�Q�W�� 

 

 

1�� �7�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���D���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���7�7�5�3�*���P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�R�V�����$�Q�V�Z�H�U���Z�D�V��
�E�D�V�L�F�D�O�O�\�����W�K�L�V���L�V���I�R�U���U�D�Q�W�V�����<�R�X���K�D�Y�H���U�D�Q�W�"���3�O�]���S�R�V�W���U�D�Q�W���� 

�7�K�H�U�H�j�V���V�R�P�H���D�P�D�]�L�Q�J���V�W�X�I�I���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� 
�x �1�2���2�1�(���,�6���*�2�,�1�*���7�2���%�8�<���<�2�8�5���*�$�0�(�����k�0�R�V�W��

�D�G�Y�L�F�H���D�E�R�X�W���P�D�N�L�Q�J���J�D�P�H�V���L�V���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���D�E�R�X�W��
�V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���J�D�P�H�V�y 

�x �2�E�V�F�X�U�L�W�\���L�V���D���F�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�����k�6�H�U�L�R�X�V���P�D�U�N�H�W��
�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���D�Q�D�O�\�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H���>�W�Z�H�H�W�@���O�L�N�H���L�W���Z�D�V��
�)�L�Q�Q�H�J�D�Q�V���:�D�N�H�����7�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���D�V�N�L�Q�J���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U���Z�K�R��
�W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���E�L�J�R�O�D�V���G�L�F�N�R�O�D�V���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���y 

�x �V�H�F�U�H�W���K�R�U�V�H�V���P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�R�����k�L���Z�L�V�K���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H��
�L�P�D�J�H�V�����D�X�G�L�R�����Y�L�G�H�R�����D�Q�G���V�X�U�H�����W�H�[�W�����Z�H�U�H���V�H�H�Q���D�V��
�P�H�G�L�D���Z�L�W�K���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H���Y�D�O�X�H�����y 

�7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���R�Y�H�U�����������H�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���V�R�P�H���D�U�H���D�P�D�]�L�Q�J���� 
�)�R�U���W�K�H�����<�R�X���&�D�Q�Q�R�W���3�O�D�\���7�K�L�V���7�7�5�3�*���-�D�P�������,��

�P�D�G�H���3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�L�D���'�L�V�F�R�U�G�L�D���W�K�H���7�7�5�3�*�����4�X�L�F�N���6�W�D�U�W��
�*�X�L�G�H�����,�W���P�D�\���Q�R�W���E�H���U�D�Q�G�R�P���H�Q�R�X�J�K�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����,���F�D�Q��
�S�U�R�P�L�V�H���L�W���L�V���Q�R�W���S�O�D�\�D�E�O�H���D�V���D���7�7�5�3�*�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W��
�T�X�D�O�L�o�H�V���L�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���M�D�P�����,�
�P���Q�R�W���V�K�D�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���k�F�R�Y�H�U�y��
�L�P�D�J�H���K�H�U�H�����D�V���L�W���K�X�U�W�V���P�\���H�\�H�V�����<�R�X�
�U�H���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�� 

�&�R�P�L�Q�J���X�S���V�R�R�Q���L�V���W�K�H���6�H�F�R�Q�G���7�7�5�3�*���0�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�R��
�-�D�P�������,���G�L�G�Q�j�W���N�Q�R�Z���D�E�R�X�W���L�W�����R�U���,���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���Z�R�X�O�G�j�Y�H��
�Z�D�L�W�H�G���W�R���S�R�V�W���$�O�O���5�X�O�H�V���$�U�H���2�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O�������,�W���U�X�Q�V���-�X�Q�H��������
�W�R���-�X�O�\�����������V�R�����W�K�H�U�H�j�V���W�L�P�H���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���W�R���Z�U�L�W�H���X�S��
�W�K�H�L�U���U�D�Q�W�V���H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\���F�R�U�U�H�F�W���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���D�O�O���V�H�Q�V�L�E�O�H��
�S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�R�X�O�G���D�J�U�H�H���Z�L�W�K���L�I���W�K�H�\���R�Q�O�\���K�D�G���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���L�I���L�W��
�W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� 

�8�S�F�R�P�L�Q�J���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���7�7�5�3�*���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���M�D�P�V���D�U�H�� 
�����������:�R�U�G�V���7�7�5�3�*���.�L�W�F�K�H�Q���������������&�U�H�D�W�H���D��

�F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���7�7�5�3�*���X�V�L�Q�J�������������Z�R�U�G�V���R�U���O�H�V�V�����D�Q�G���D�W���O�H�D�V�W��
�����R�I���W�K�H�������V�H�F�U�H�W���L�Q�J�U�H�G�L�H�Q�W�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�R�Q�j�W���E�H���S�R�V�W�H�G��
�X�Q�W�L�O���L�W���V�W�D�U�W�V�������-�X�O�\�����W�K���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���-�X�O�\������ 

�7�7�5�3�*���&�U�R�V�V�R�Y�H�U���-�D�P���������������&�U�R�V�V�R�Y�H�U���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�V��
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���7�7�5�3�*�V�����H���J�����%���;���'�	�'���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���I�R�U��
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�0�R�W�K�H�U�V�K�L�S�����0�D�X�V�U�L�W�W�H�U���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���I�R�U���0�¶�U�N���%�R�U�J�����H�W�F����
�0�D�U�F�K���������q���-�X�Q�H�����������Q�R�W���P�X�F�K���P�R�U�H���W�L�P�H���R�Q���W�K�L�V���R�Q�H�� 

�6�K�H�O�O���7�7�5�3�*���-�D�P�����&�U�H�D�W�H���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���I�R�U���6�K�H�O�O�����D��
���V�R�X�O�V���O�L�N�H���V�R�O�R���7�7�5�3�*�����V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G���E�\���+�R�O�O�R�Z��
�.�Q�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���6�L�O�N�V�R�Q�J�����,�W�j�V���Q�R�W���I�U�H�H�����L�W���Z�D�V���L�Q���W�K�H��
�7�\�S�K�R�R�Q���E�X�Q�G�O�H���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���Z�K�L�O�H���D�J�R�����6�\�V�W�H�P���E�D�V�H�G��
�R�Q���G�H�U�L�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���J�D�P�H���5�X�Q�H�����D�O�V�R���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q��
�V�R�X�O�V�O�L�N�H���Y�L�G�H�R���J�D�P�H�V�����,���G�R�Q�j�W���S�O�D�\���V�R�X�O�V�O�L�N�H�V���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H��
�V�H�H�Q���M�X�V�W���H�Q�R�X�J�K���R�I���+�1���D�Q�G���6�6���W�R���N�Q�R�Z���,�j�G���E�H���W�H�U�U�L�E�O�H��
�D�W���W�K�H�P�� 

�(�W�H�U�Q�D�O���7�7�5�3�*���-�D�P�����7�K�H�U�H�j�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���H�Y�H�U�\��
�P�R�Q�W�K�����-�X�Q�H�j�V���K�D�V���D���W�K�H�P�H���R�I�����1�L�J�K�W���6�K�L�I�W�������D�Q�G���D�Q��
�R�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���R�I�����6�L�Q�J�O�H���5�R�R�P�������-�X�O�\�j�V���Z�R�Q�j�W���E�H��
�S�R�V�W�H�G���X�Q�W�L�O���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���W�K�H�������U�G�����W�K�D�W�j�V���X�V�X�D�O�O�\���Z�K�H�Q��
�Q�H�[�W���P�R�Q�W�K�j�V���M�D�P���J�R�H�V���X�S�����7�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���D���'�L�V�F�R�U�G���I�R�U��
�S�H�R�S�O�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���K�H�O�S�� 

���0�D�N�H���������7�7�5�3�*���-�D�P�����&�U�H�D�W�H���o�Y�H���V�K�R�U�W���7�7�5�3�*�V��
�O�L�Q�N�H�G���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���L�Q���V�R�P�H���Z�D�\�������7�K�H�P�H�����P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�F�V����
�Z�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U�������0�D�\�������q���-�X�O�\���������1�R�W���P�X�F�K���W�L�P�H���O�H�I�W���R�Q���W�K�L�V��
�R�Q�H���H�L�W�K�H�U�����,�
�P���S�R�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J���L�I���,���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���V�R�P�H��
�E�R�R�N�P�D�U�N���J�D�P�H�V���I�R�U���L�W�� 

Current Bundles  

�8�S�G�D�W�L�Q�J���\�
�D�O�O���R�Q���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���J�D�P�H���E�X�Q�G�O�H�V���,�
�Y�H���I�R�X�Q�G��
�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���R�W�K�H�U���E�X�Q�G�O�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D���O�R�W���R�I��
�o�F�W�L�R�Q�����,���G�R�Q�
�W���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���E�X�\���W�K�R�V�H�� 

�5�R�P�D�Q�L���0�X�W�X�D�O���$�L�G�����7�K�H���6�N�\���	���(�D�U�W�K���%�X�Q�G�O�H 
�������L�W�H�P�V�����������P�L�Q�L�P�X�P���G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q 

�,�Q�I�R���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���F�K�D�U�L�W�\���D�W���W�K�H�V�N�\�D�Q�G�H�D�U�W�K�N�Q�R�Z���F�R�P����
�D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���,�Q�V�W�D�J�U�D�P�������,���G�R�Q�
�W���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�V�W�D�����,���K�D�Y�H��
�W�U�R�X�E�O�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J���O�L�Q�N�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�U�H�������,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���J�D�P�H�V��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� 

�7�K�H���*�R�D�W���0�X�V�W���%�X�U�Q���E�\���7�K�H���)�D�O�O�L�Q�J���'�U�H�D�P 
�D���S�U�L�Q�W���D�Q�G���S�O�D�\���J�D�P�H���D�E�R�X�W���D���J�L�D�Q�W���V�W�U�D�Z���J�R�D�W 

 
�����S�D�J�H���J�D�P�H�����F�O�R�V�H�U���W�R���D���E�R�D�U�G���J�D�P�H���W�K�D�Q���7�7�5�3�*����

�,�j�P���E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���X�S���W�R���7�X�P�E�O�U���O�D�W�H�U���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�� 

�%�O�R�R�G���D�Q�G���)�R�D�P���E�\���9�R�O�Y�R�G�M�D���3�U�H�V�V�� 
�$���V�R�O�R���J�D�P�H���D�E�R�X�W���P�H�U�P�D�L�G�V���F�K�R�R�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���I�D�W�H�V 

 
�������S�D�J�H�V�����&�&���%�<���6�$������������ 
�7�K�L�V���K�D�V���J�X�L�G�H�G���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���S�U�R�P�S�W�V���X�V�L�Q�J���D���G�H�F�N���R�I��

�F�D�U�G�V�����$���/�L�W�W�O�H���0�H�U�P�D�L�G���H�V�T�X�H���J�D�P�H�����<�R�X���D�U�H���W�K�H��
�\�R�X�Q�J�H�V�W���R�I�������V�L�V�W�H�U�V�����<�R�X���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�H�G���W�R���W�U�D�G�H���V�R�P�H-
�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���V�H�D���Z�L�W�F�K���I�R�U���O�H�J�V���������9�R�L�F�H�����L�V���Q�R�W���D�Q��
�R�S�W�L�R�Q���� 

�7�K�H���3�R�Z�H�U���R�I���3�U�L�G�H���%�X�Q�G�O�H�������������‹�����������3�:�<�&���(�G�L�W�L�R�Q 
���7�K�H���I�X�O�O�����������Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���L�V���D�O�V�R���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���� 
���������L�W�H�P�V�������������Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���D�O�V�R���K�D�V���D���V�H�W���R�I���3�U�L�G�H��

�Z�D�O�O�S�D�S�H�U�V���������������P�L�Q�L�P�X�P���G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����S�U�R�F�H�H�G�V���D�U�H��
�V�S�O�L�W���E�\���W�K�H���F�U�H�D�W�R�U�V�� 

 
�7�K�L�V���L�V���P�R�V�W�O�\���Y�L�G�H�R���J�D�P�H�V���Z�L�W�K���D���I�H�Z���7�7�5�3�*�V��

���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���L�W�H�P�V�����W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���D���I�H�Z���V�R�X�Q�G�W�U�D�F�N�V���L�Q���W�K�H��
�P�L�[�������7�K�H�U�H�
�V���D�O�V�R���o�F�W�L�R�Q�� 

�%�H���1�R�W���$�I�U�D�L�G���E�\��
�5�R�Q�R�Y�H�����D���I�D�V�W��
�S�D�F�H�G���E�O�D�]�H��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���+�H�O�O�������� 

�,���K�D�Y�H�Q�
�W��
�U�H�D�G���W�K�L�V���R�Q�H����
�E�X�W���,�
�Y�H���U�H�D�G��
�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���E�R�R�N���E�\��
�W�K�L�V���D�X�W�K�R�U��

���I�U�R�P���D���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���E�X�Q�G�O�H�����D�Q�G���H�Q�M�R�\�H�G���L�W���Y�H�U�\���P�X�F�K���� 
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�%�L�R�W�U�R�S�K�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�������'�D�U�O�L�Q�J���'�H�P�R�Q���*�D�P�H�V�����$���]�L�Q�H���J�D�P�H��
�R�I���D�O�L�H�Q���K�R�U�U�R�U���D�Q�G���Z�H�L�U�G���U�R�P�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���W�Z�R���S�O�D�\�H�U�V�� 

�1�H�Z���W�R���W�K�L�V���E�X�Q�G�O�H�����/�R�R�N�V���I�D�V�F�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J�����,���K�D�Y�H���Q�R��
�L�G�H�D���L�I���,���F�R�X�O�G���o�Q�G���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���W�R���S�O�D�\���L�W���Z�L�W�K�� 

�ƒ ���0�\���/�R�Q�H���6�X�P�P�H�U�������6�R�O�R���'�X�H�W���7�7�5�3�*���%�X�Q�G�O�H���ƒ  
���<�H�V�����Z�L�W�K���V�W�D�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���E�X�Q�G�O�H���Q�D�P�H�������������L�W�H�P�V�������������� 

�0�D�\���Q�R�W���E�H���Z�R�U�W�K���L�W���X�Q�O�H�V�V���\�R�X���O�R�Y�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J��
�V�R�O�R���D�Q�G�������S�O�D�\�H�U���W�W�U�S�J�V�����,�W���G�R�H�V���K�D�Y�H���7�D�Q�J�O�H�G��
�%�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���,�
�Y�H���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���E�H�I�R�U�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�V��
�V�R�P�H���U�H�Q�R�Z�Q���D�Q�G���L�V���D�O�P�R�V�W�����������R�Q���L�W�V���R�Z�Q�����.�D�V�V�D�Q�G�U�D��
�.�L�Q�J�����'�H�Y�L�O�
�V���'�L�F�H���D�O�V�R���O�R�R�N�V���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�����:�+�2���:�$�,�7�6��
�:�,�7�+�,�1���Z�L�Q�V���W�K�H���S�U�L�]�H���I�R�U���k�P�R�V�W���V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J���F�R�Y�H�U���D�U�W���y��
���1�R�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���L�W���K�H�U�H�����<�R�X�
�U�H���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�����'�R�Q�
�W���Z�R�U�U�\����
�\�R�X���F�D�Q�
�W���P�L�V�V���L�W������ 

�7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���D���V�Z�D�U�P���R�I���3�U�L�G�H���0�R�Q�W�K���E�R�R�N���E�X�Q�G�O�H�V����
�, �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���E�H���U�H�D�O�O�\���D�Q�Q�R�\�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���S�D�\�P�H�Q�W��
�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�R�U�V���W�K�D�W�����L�O�O�H�J�D�O�O�\�����U�H�I�X�V�H���W�R���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���S�D�\�P�H�Q�W�V��
�I�R�U���Z�R�U�N�V���W�K�H�\���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�����D�G�X�O�W�����q���H�[�F�H�S�W�����R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H����
�Z�K�H�Q���W�K�R�V�H���Z�R�U�N�V���F�R�P�H���I�U�R�P���P�D�L�Q�V�W�U�H�D�P���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�U�V����
���9�,�6�$���L�V���Q�R�W���E�O�R�F�N�L�Q�J���$�P�D�]�R�Q���I�U�R�P���W�D�N�L�Q�J���S�D�\�P�H�Q�W�V��
�I�R�U���������6�K�D�G�H�V���R�I���*�U�H�\�������,���K�D�G���W�K�H�����F�R���R�S���E�X�Q�G�O�H�V���Z�L�W�K��
�J�R�D�O�V�����S�D�J�H���E�R�R�N�P�D�U�N�H�G���D�Q�G���X�V�H�G���W�R���F�K�H�F�N���L�W��
�U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���W�R���V�H�H���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���P�H�J�D�E�X�Q�G�O�H�V�� 

�0�H�J�D�E�X�Q�G�O�H�V���D�Q�G���T�X�H�H�U���E�X�Q�G�O�H�V���Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U���V�K�R�Z��
�X�S���R�Q���W�K�D�W���S�D�J�H�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���D���V�L�Q�J�O�H���k�P�D�W�X�U�H�y��
�L�W�H�P���L�Q���W�K�H���E�X�Q�G�O�H���Z�L�O�O���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���L�W���I�U�R�P���E�H�L�Q�J���O�L�V�W�H�G����
�$�Q�G���R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����D���O�R�W���R�I���T�X�H�H�U���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���L�V���W�D�J�J�H�G�����D�G�X�O�W����
�H�Y�H�Q���L�I���L�W�j�V���Q�R���P�R�U�H���H�[�S�O�L�F�L�W���W�K�D�Q���Q�R�Q���D�G�X�O�W���K�H�W��
�F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�� 

�$�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���L�W�F�K�����+�X�P�E�O�H�%�X�Q�G�O�H���K�D�V���k�5�R�O�O���%�L�J���R�U��
�*�R���+�R�P�H�������y���������E�R�R�N�V���I�R�U�������������Z�L�W�K���D�����������������Y�D�O�X�H�����,��
�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���L�W���U�X�Q�V���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H�������W�K���R�I���-�X�Q�H�����������J�H�W�V���D�������L�W�H�P��
�E�X�Q�G�O�H���� 

�:�K�D�W���,�
�P���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q�����6�K�L�I�W�����)�D�E�X�O�D���8�O�W�L�P�D����
�%�O�X�H�E�H�D�U�G�
�V���%�U�L�G�H�����P�D�\�E�H���6�W�D�U���7�U�H�N���$�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�V���� 

�{�1�R�W���W�K�D�W���,���W�K�L�Q�N���,�
�G���H�Y�H�U���S�O�D�\���D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���� 
 

 
�,���Z�L�O�O���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���Z�D�I�p�H���I�R�U���D���F�R�X�S�O�H���P�R�U�H���G�D�\�V���D�Q�G��

�W�K�H�Q���E�X�\���L�W�����,���Z�L�O�O���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���Q�R�W���E�X�\���W�K�H�L�U���)�U�H�H���/�H�D�J�X�H��
�5�3�*���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�O�V�R���V�R�X�Q�G�V���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�����E�X�W��
�D�J�D�L�Q�����,�
�P���O�H�V�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���S�O�D�\�����7�K�H���5�%�*�+�����F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���R�W�K�H�U���J�D�P�H�V���,���K�H�D�U���W�D�O�N�H�G���D�E�R�X�W�����W�K�D�W��
�,�
�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���U�H�D�G���H�Y�H�Q���L�I���,���Z�R�Q�
�W���S�O�D�\���W�K�H�P�� 

Solo Play: Cage of Sand, part 6 

�*�D�P�H���O�L�Q�N�����K�W�W�S�V�������O�X�F�L�H�O�O�D�H�V���L�W�F�K���L�R���F�D�J�H���R�I���V�D�Q�G 

Cast of Characters 

�3�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W�����$�Q�Q�L���-�R�X�W�V�H�Q�����H�P�E�U�R�L�G�H�U�\���D�U�W�L�V�W 
���� �$�Q�W�R�Q���.�X�P�D�O�D���������R�I���:�D�Q�G�V�������D���Z�H�D�O�W�K�\��

�P�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W�����Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���K�L�V���V�K�L�S���W�R���F�R�P�H���L�Q 
���� �6�L�U���*�R�G�I�U�H�\���R�I���W�K�H���2�F�H�D�Q�����.�Q�L�J�K�W���R�I���&�X�S�V�������D��

�N�Q�L�J�K�W���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���V�P�X�J�J�O�H�U�V���D�Q�G���W�D�[���H�Y�D�V�L�R�Q 
���� �%�D�U�L�J�U�R�W�L�U���k�%�D�U�L�y���%�U�L�V�W�O�H�J�U�R�J�����W�K�H���(�P�S�H�U�R�U�������D��

�G�Z�D�U�I���M�X�G�J�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W���	���V�H�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J���D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�V 
���� �9�D�P�L�U�H�O�L�R�Q���������R�I���6�Z�R�U�G�V�������H�O�Y�H�Q���I�R�U�P�H�U���P�H�U�F����

�H�[�L�O�H�G���L�Q���G�L�V�J�U�D�F�H�����V�N�L�O�O�H�G���Z�R�R�G�Z�R�U�N�H�U 
���� �(�O�H�Q�Z�H�Q���&�U�R�Z�����:�K�H�H�O���R�I���)�R�U�W�X�Q�H�������S�U�L�H�V�W�H�V�V���R�I��

�W�K�H���J�R�G���R�I���O�X�F�N�����U�X�Q�V���J�D�P�H�V���R�I���F�K�D�Q�F�H�� 
���� �5�H�P�L���/�R�Q�J�I�R�R�W���������R�I���6�Z�R�U�G�V�������D���K�R�E�E�L�W���W�K�L�H�I���	��

�I�D�N�H���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�D�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���N�Q�R�W�Z�R�U�N 
���� �/�D�G�\���/�L�Q�\�L�Y�H���W�K�H���:�L�G�R�Z���������R�I���:�D�Q�G�V�������K�D�O�I���H�O�I�����D��

�U�D�Q�J�H�U���Z�K�R���Z�R�Q���D�F�F�R�O�D�G�H�V���I�R�U���D�U�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���E�D�Q�G�L�W�V 
���� �+�H�U���*�U�D�F�H�����0�D�U�L�W�K�D���R�I���+�H�O�L�R�W�����W�K�H���(�P�S�U�H�V�V������

�G�X�F�K�H�V�V���H�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U���W�D�S�H�V�W�U�L�H�V 
���� �/�D�G�\���3�K�R�H�E�H���������R�I���&�X�S�V�������K�H�U���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�����D�J�H���� 
������ �6�W�U�H�J�R�U�L���=�U�L�Q���������R�I���6�Z�R�U�G�V�������D���W�D�S�S�H�G���R�X�W���P�D�J�H��

�O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D�Q���D�S�S�U�H�Q�W�L�F�H���Z�K�L�O�H���K�H���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�V 

�7�K�H���W�R�Z�Q���R�I���%�D�\�V�K�H�H�U���L�V���K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���D�Q���D�U�W�V���I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�����W�K�H��
�E�H�V�W���D�U�W�L�V�W�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���S�L�H�F�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�X�S�F�R�P�L�Q�J���U�R�\�D�O���Z�H�G�G�L�Q�J���� 

First Loop  

�$�Q�Q�L���D�Q�G���D�O�O���������R�I���W�K�H���D�E�R�Y�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���N�L�O�O�H�G����
�P�D�Q�\���L�Q���J�U�X�H�V�R�P�H���Z�D�\�V�����$�Q�Q�L���W�K�H�Q���Z�R�N�H���X�S���L�Q���K�H�U��
�F�R�W�W�D�J�H���W�K�H���G�D�\���R�I���I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�j�V���V�W�D�U�W�����Z�L�W�K���D���Z�H�L�U�G��
�P�H�P�R�U�\���R�I���D���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���'�X�F�K�H�V�V�����Z�K�R�P��
�V�K�H���L�V���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���V�K�H�j�V���Q�H�Y�H�U���P�H�W�������D�Q�G���D�Q���X�Q�H�D�V�\���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J��
�W�K�D�W���V�K�H���K�D�V���G�R�Q�H���W�K�H���V�H�Z�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H�V�H���V�O�H�H�Y�H�V���E�H�I�R�U�H�� 
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Second Loop 

�����P�L�Q�R�U���H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�V�����+�H�U���*�U�D�F�H�����/�D�G�\���/�L�Q�\�H�Y�H����
�9�D�P�L�U�H�O�L�R�Q 

�����P�D�M�R�U���H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�V�����6�L�U���*�R�G�I�U�H�\�����6�W�U�H�J�R�U�L���=�U�L�Q 

Inciting Incident: Opening of the crafts pavilion 

�)�L�U�V�W���W�Z�R���G�H�D�W�K�V�����(�O�H�Q�Z�H�Q���&�U�R�Z�����5�H�P�L���/�R�Q�J�I�R�R�W������
�I�R�X�Q�G���D�W���W�K�H���J�D�P�H�V���E�R�R�W�K 

�6�H�F�R�Q�G���W�Z�R���G�H�D�W�K�V�����+�H�U���*�U�D�F�H���/�D�G�\���0�D�U�L�W�K�D�����6�L�U��
�*�R�G�I�U�H�\�������I�R�X�Q�G���R�Q���W�K�H���U�R�F�N�V���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U����
�G�L�V�P�H�P�E�H�U�H�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���E�H�L�Q�J���W�K�U�R�Z�Q���R�I�I���D���F�O�L�I�I 

�)�L�Q�D�O���W�Z�R���G�H�D�W�K�V���� 

�6�L�[���R�I���:�D�Q�G�V�����/�D�G�\���/�L�Q�\�L�Y�H�������6�L�[���R�I���&�X�S�V�����\�R�X�Q�J���/�D�G�\��
�3�K�R�H�E�H�� 
�&�D�U�G�����-�X�V�W�L�F�H�����P�R�U�H���J�U�X�H�V�R�P�H���U�L�W�X�D�O�L�V�W�L�F���G�H�D�W�K�V�����6�L�J�K���� 

�$�I�W�H�U���V�H�H�L�Q�J���+�H�U���*�U�D�F�H�j�V���E�R�G�\�����$�Q�Q�L���Z�H�Q�W���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U��
�K�H�U���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�����6�K�H���G�L�G�Q�j�W���V�H�H���K�H�U���D�U�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H��
�F�U�R�Z�G�V�����D�Q�G���K�H�D�G�H�G���E�D�F�N���W�R���W�K�H���S�D�Y�L�O�L�R�Q���W�R���V�H�H���L�I��
�V�K�H�j�G���E�H�H�Q���O�H�I�W���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���D�W�W�H�Q�G�D�Q�W���W�K�H�U�H�����6�K�H���G�L�G�Q�j�W���V�H�H��
�K�H�U���Q�H�D�U���W�K�H���'�X�F�K�H�V�V�j�V���E�R�R�W�K�����D�Q�G���V�K�H���F�R�X�O�G�Q�j�W���E�U�L�Q�J��
�K�H�U�V�H�O�I���W�R���V�S�H�D�N���W�R���W�K�H���V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W�V���W�K�H�U�H�����W�R���W�H�O�O���W�K�H�P��
�D�E�R�X�W���+�H�U���*�U�D�F�H�����7�K�H���J�X�D�U�G�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�O�R�Q�J���V�R�R�Q��
�H�Q�R�X�J�K�����V�K�H���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�\�j�O�O���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q���E�H�W�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q��
�V�K�H���F�R�X�O�G�� 

�6�K�H���F�D�Q���K�H�D�U���D�Q���H�F�K�R���R�I���W�K�H���'�X�F�K�H�V�V�j�V���Y�R�L�F�H��
�V�D�\�L�Q�J�����J�R���o�Q�G���K�H�U�������D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���V�K�H���V�X�U�H�O�\���Z�R�X�O�G�Q�j�W���E�H��
�W�U�X�V�W�H�G���W�R���o�Q�G���/�D�G�\���3�K�R�H�E�H���R�Q���K�H�U���R�Z�Q�����6�W�L�O�O�����V�K�H��
�O�R�R�N�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���W�D�E�O�H�V���D�Q�G���E�R�R�W�K�V�����D�Q�G���V�S�L�H�V���D���V�W�D�F�N��
�R�I���E�R�[�H�V���D�Q�G���F�U�D�W�H�V�����W�K�H���N�L�Q�G���D���F�K�L�O�G���P�L�J�K�W���O�L�N�H���W�R��
�F�O�L�P�E���R�Q���D�Q�G���K�L�G�H���L�Q���� 

�6�K�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���V�K�H���V�S�L�H�V���D���p�D�V�K���R�I���E�O�X�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H��
�E�R�[�H�V�����W�K�H���F�R�O�R�U���R�I���/�D�G�\���3�K�R�H�E�H�j�V���G�U�H�V�V�{���,�W���L�V���L�Q�G�H�H�G��
�K�H�U���G�U�H�V�V�����R�U���S�D�U�W���R�I���L�W�����2�Q�H���V�O�H�H�Y�H�{���D�Q�G���R�Q�H���D�U�P����
�$�Q�Q�L���S�X�V�K�H�V���W�K�H���E�R�[�H�V���D�V�L�G�H���W�R���o�Q�G���P�R�U�H���R�I���/�D�G�\��
�3�K�R�H�E�H�j�V���E�R�G�\�����D�Q�G���/�D�G�\���/�L�Q�\�L�Y�H�j�V���E�R�G�\���D�V���Z�H�O�O�����D�O�V�R��
�F�X�W���X�S�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�L�H�F�H�V���P�L�[�H�G���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���L�Q���D���F�R�X�S�O�H���R�I��
�E�R�[�H�V�� 

�$�Q�Q�L���I�D�L�Q�W�V���� 

Act 4: Revelations 

�5�H�p�H�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���F�D�U�G�V���‹���G�R�H�V���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J��
�F�K�D�Q�J�H�" 

���2�S�W�L�R�Q���W�R���G�U�D�Z���D���Q�H�Z���F�D�U�G�����,���G�H�F�O�L�Q�H���� 
�$�J�D�L�Q�����W�K�H���S�D�Y�L�O�L�R�Q���H�U�X�S�W�V���L�Q�W�R���F�K�D�R�V�����D�Q�G���$�Q�Q�L���L�V��

�F�D�X�J�K�W���X�S���L�Q���L�W�����3�D�U�D�Q�R�L�D���D�Q�G���M�H�D�O�R�X�V�\���D�Q�G���I�H�D�U�����D�O�O���R�I��
�Z�K�L�F�K���T�X�L�F�N�O�\���W�X�U�Q���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W���� 

�5�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V�����%�D�U�L���%�U�L�V�W�O�H�J�U�R�J�����$�Q�W�R�Q��
�.�X�P�D�G�D�����9�D�P�L�U�H�O�L�R�Q�����6�W�U�H�J�R�U�L���=�U�L�Q 

�7�K�H���O�D�V�W���W�K�L�Q�J���$�Q�Q�L���V�H�H�V���L�V���>�����R�I���Z�D�Q�G�V�@�����$�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W�V��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���S�D�Y�L�O�L�R�Q�����Z�L�W�K���D���V�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���O�L�J�K�W���F�D�V�W�L�Q�J��
�V�W�U�D�Q�J�H���V�K�D�G�R�Z�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���G�D�U�N���D�Q�G���O�L�J�K�W��
�H�P�E�U�R�L�G�H�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H���F�O�R�W�K���U�R�R�I�����6�R�P�H�R�Q�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H��
�V�K�D�G�R�Z�V���U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���D���K�X�J�H���E�O�D�G�H���D�Q�G���F�X�W�W�L�Q�J���R�I�I���%�D�U�L��
�%�U�L�V�W�O�H�J�U�R�J�j�V���K�H�D�G���‹���M�X�V�W���E�H�I�R�U�H���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���K�L�W�V���K�H�U��
�I�U�R�P���E�H�K�L�Q�G���D�Q�G���V�K�H���I�D�O�O�V�� 

�7�K�H���o�U�V�W���W�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�V��
�>�7�H�P�S�H�U�D�Q�F�H�@�����$���Q�H�H�G���W�R���U�H�F�O�D�L�P���R�U�G�H�U���D�Q�G���M�X�V�W�L�F�H�����D��
�Z�D�Y�H���R�I���F�R�Q�I�X�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�K�D�P�H���I�D�O�O�V���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H�P�����D�Q�G��
�W�K�H�\���T�X�L�H�W�O�\���F�O�H�D�Q���X�S���W�K�H���E�R�G�L�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�\�K�H�P�� 

�6�H�O�H�F�W���R�Q�H���R�U���P�R�U�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���D�Q�V�Z�H�U���V�R�P�H��
�T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���� 

�:�K�R���R�U���Z�K�D�W���L�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���P�X�U�G�H�U�V�" 

�$���J�U�R�X�S���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H�����D�Q�J�U�\���D�W���E�H�L�Q�J���N�H�S�W���I�U�R�P��
�F�R�P�S�H�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�����D�Q�G���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U��
�O�R�Q�J�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���J�U�X�G�J�H�V�����K�D�Y�H���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���R�X�W��
�V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���K�L�J�K���U�D�Q�N�L�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H�����D�Q�G���D���K�D�Q�G�I�X�O���R�I��
���Q�R�E�R�G�L�H�V�����W�K�H�\���D�U�H���X�V�L�Q�J���D�V���F�R�Q�I�X�V�L�R�Q���W�R���F�R�Y�H�U���W�K�H�L�U��
�W�U�D�F�N�V�����7�K�H���D�[�H���P�D�Q���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H�P���L�V���D���E�X�W�F�K�H�U���Z�K�R��
�Z�D�V���H�Q�U�D�J�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�L�V�����D�U�W�����Z�D�V���Q�R�W���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���o�W���I�R�U��
�W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W���� 

�$�Q�W�R�Q���.�X�P�D�O�D�����W�K�H���R�Q�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���Z�K�R���K�D�V�Q�j�W��
�P�D�G�H���D�Q���D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H���\�H�W�����L�V���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H�P�����K�H���Z�D�V��
�F�R�Q�Y�L�Q�F�H�G���W�R���E�U�L�Q�J���L�Q���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���L�Q��
�H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���R�I���J�U�H�D�W���S�U�R�o�W���I�U�R�P���K�L�V��
�Q�H�[�W���V�K�L�S�P�H�Q�W�����+�H���G�L�G���Q�R�W���H�[�S�H�F�W���W�R���E�H���F�D�X�J�K�W���X�S���L�Q��
�W�K�H���Z�H�E���R�I���G�H�D�W�K�V���K�L�P�V�H�O�I�� 

�:�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���W�U�X�H���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U���D�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I��
�W�K�H���W�L�P�H���O�R�R�S�" 

�7�K�H���S�D�Y�L�O�L�R�Q���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�G���D�V���D���J�L�D�Q�W���P�D�J�L�F�D�O��
�D�U�U�D�\�������W�K�H���G�H�F�R�U�D�W�H�G���W�D�U�S�V���D�Q�G���F�O�R�W�K�V�����W�K�H���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q���R�I��
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���S�R�O�H�V�����W�K�H���O�L�Q�H�V���W�U�D�F�H�G���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H�P���D�Q�G��
�D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���E�R�R�W�K�V�����D�U�H���D�O�O���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���Q�X�G�J�H���S�H�R�S�O�H��
�L�Q�W�R���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���� 

�2�Q�F�H���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���H�Q�R�X�J�K���G�H�D�W�K�V���Q�H�D�U�E�\�����D�Q�G���E�O�R�R�G��
�W�R���S�R�Z�H�U���W�K�H���F�L�U�F�O�H�����L�W���D�F�W�L�Y�D�W�H�V�����D�Q�G���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���L�Q�V�L�G�H��
�L�V���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���L�Q�W�R���D���I�U�H�Q�]�\�����,�W���G�R�H�V�Q�j�W���T�X�L�W�H���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H��
�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���P�D�N�H���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W�����K�H�Q�F�H���$�Q�Q�L�j�V��
�Y�L�F�W�L�P�K�R�R�G�������E�X�W���W�K�H�U�H�j�V���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H���T�X�L�W�H���D��
�O�R�W���R�I���G�H�D�W�K�V���� 

End of Loop 2.  

�6�K�X�I�p�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���F�D�U�G�V�����D�G�G�������W�R���W�K�H���W�D�O�O�\���V�K�H�H�W�����Z�H�j�U�H��
�D�W�����������D�Q�G���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���$�F�W���� 

�7�K�L�V���Z�L�O�O���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�������)�R�U���H�D�F�K���W�D�O�O�\���P�D�U�N�����G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H��
�R�Q�H���X�Q�U�H�P�D�U�N�D�E�O�H���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���R�U��
�P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K���V�H�H�P�V���H�L�W�K�H�U���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H�O�\��
�U�H�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H���R�U���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H�O�\���R�X�W���R�I���S�O�D�F�H���� 

�,�
�P���E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J���K�H�U�H���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���J�R�L�Q�J���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H��
�V�W�D�U�W���R�I���/�R�R�S�������L�Q���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���L�V�V�X�H�� 
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�,�Q�������L�V�V�X�H�V���R�I���6�0�5�����,�j�Y�H���J�R�W�W�H�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�������W�L�P�H��
�O�R�R�S�V�����+�X�K�����,���V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\���V�X�V�S�H�F�W���W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U���G�L�G���Q�R�W��
�H�[�S�H�F�W���W�K�L�V���P�X�F�K���W�L�P�H���R�U���F�R�P�S�O�H�[�L�W�\���I�U�R�P���D���V�L�Q�J�O�H��
�S�O�D�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� 

�,�j�P���F�D�X�J�K�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�����W�D�N�H���\�R�X�U���W�L�P�H�����O�H�W���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\��
�X�Q�I�R�O�G���V�O�R�Z�O�\�����J�R���D�K�H�D�G���D�Q�G���G�R���D���G�R�]�H�Q���O�R�R�S�V���L�I���W�K�D�W�j�V��
�Z�K�D�W���L�W���W�D�N�H�V�����D�Q�G�����G�D�P�P�L�W���Z�U�D�S���L�W���X�S���j�F�R�V���,���Z�D�Q�W���W�R��
�X�V�H���W�K�H���W�D�U�R�W���G�H�F�N���I�R�U���R�W�K�H�U���J�D�P�H�V������ 

���,���K�D�Y�H���R�W�K�H�U���W�D�U�R�W���G�H�F�N�V�����2�W�K�H�U���J�D�P�L�Q�J���W�D�U�R�W��
�G�H�F�N�V�����H�Y�H�Q�����,���Z�L�O�O���W�U�\���R�W�K�H�U���J�D�P�H�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�R�V�H���� 

IgTheme: Interesting Race/Species 

�:�K�D�W�
�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���I�D�Q�W�D�V�\���U�D�F�H���	���R�U���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H��
�o�F�W�L�R�Q���V�S�H�F�L�H�V���\�R�X�
�Y�H���S�O�D�\�H�G�����1�3�&�H�G�����R�U���V�L�P�S�O�\���U�H�D�G��
�D�E�R�X�W�����D�Q�G���Z�K�L�F�K�����L�I���D�Q�\�����G�R���\�R�X���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�O�\���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���Z�L�W�K�" 

�,���O�R�Y�H�G���V�R���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���k�*�8�5�3�6���$�O�L�H�Q�V�y���V�S�H�F�L�H�V�����D�Q�G��
�Q�H�Y�H�U���J�R�W���W�R���V�H�H���D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H�P���L�Q���S�O�D�\�������,�
�Y�H���Q�H�Y�H�U���V�H�H�Q��
�D���*�8�5�3�6���V�F�L�o���J�D�P�H�����L�W�
�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H�H�Q���k�Z�H���D�O�O���K�D�W�H���'�	�'��
�E�X�W���Z�H���O�L�N�H���D�O�O���W�K�H���J�D�P�H���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V���Z�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���I�U�R�P��
�'�	�'�����V�R���W�K�L�V���L�V���D���I�D�Q�W�D�V�\���Z�R�U�O�G���Z�L�W�K���X�P���H�O�Y�H�V���D�Q�G��
�R�U�F�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���G�U�D�J�R�Q�V���E�X�W���\�R�X�
�U�H���Q�R�W���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J��
�D�Q�\���G�U�D�J�R�Q�V���y�� 

�$�O�V�R���O�R�Y�H�G���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���0�L�G�Q�L�J�K�W���D�W���W�K�H���:�H�O�O���R�I��
�6�R�X�O�V���V�S�H�F�L�H�V�����H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���S�L�F�N���X�S���W�K�H���E�R�[�H�G���7�7�5�3�*��
�Z�K�H�Q���,���I�R�X�Q�G���L�W���� 

�{�,�W�
�V���E�D�V�L�F�D�O�O�\���X�Q�S�O�D�\�D�E�O�H���������V���V�K�R�Y�H�O�Z�D�U�H���E�H�I�R�U�H��
�W�K�H���W�H�U�P���H�[�L�V�W�H�G�����6�7�5���'�(�;���&�2�1���,�1�7���:�,�/�/���D�W�����G�����H�D�F�K����
�Z�L�W�K���5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����W�R���S�V�L���P�D�J�L�F�������)�D�W�L�J�X�H�����D�Q�G��
�(�Q�G�X�U�D�Q�F�H���F�D�O�F�X�O�D�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�R�V�H�����,���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U��
�U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���L�Q�I�R���q���O�L�N�H�����D���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���W�\�S�H��
�R�I���S�R�L�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���k�V�H�H���>�F�K�D�U�W�@���L�Q���>�R�W�K�H�U���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�@�y���Z�K�L�F�K��
�G�L�G�Q�
�W���H�[�L�V�W�� 

�,���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���X�V�H���L�W���D�V���D���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���J�X�L�G�H���D�Q�G��
�U�H�Z�U�L�W�H���D�O�O���W�K�H���D�O�L�H�Q���V�S�H�F�L�H�V���L�Q���*�8�5�3�6�����,���V�X�S�S�R�V�H���,���V�W�L�O�O��
�F�R�X�O�G�����R�U���,���F�R�X�O�G���Z�U�L�W�H���W�K�H�P���X�S���I�R�U���)�D�W�H�����D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���,�
�G��
�S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���Q�H�H�G���W�R���U�H���U�H�D�G���W�K�H���E�R�R�N�V���o�U�V�W�����,�
�P���W�R�O�G��
�&�K�D�O�N�H�U�
�V���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���D�Q�G�{���O�L�I�H���S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�L�H�V�����S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\��
�V�K�R�X�O�G�Q�
�W���F�D�O�O���W�K�H�P���k�N�L�Q�N�V�y�����D�U�H���P�R�U�H���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���E�H��
�D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W���R�Q���U�H���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�R�G�D�\�� 

�,���P�L�V�V���6�W�D�U���)�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�V�����,���O�L�N�H�G���G�U�D�V�L�O�L�W�H�V���D�Q�G���Y�U�X�V�N����
�G�L�G���Q�R�W���F�D�U�H���I�R�U���\�D�]�L�U�L�D�Q�V�����7�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���,���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U��
�W�K�H�L�U���Q�D�P�H�V���D�Q�G���U�R�X�J�K���G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q�V���L�V���D���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I��
�W�K�H�L�U���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���P�H���q���,���O�D�V�W���S�O�D�\�H�G���6�W�D�U���)�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�V���L�Q��
�P�L�G�G�O�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�����D�Q�G���Q�H�Y�H�U���R�Z�Q�H�G���D���F�R�S�\���� 

Comments on E&A #12 

Brazilian Interactive Fiction, Pt 2 �t Pedro 
Panhoca da Silva & Maira Zucolotto  

�,���K�D�Y�H���S�R�N�H�G���D�W���Y�L�V�X�D�O���Q�R�Y�H�O�V���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H�P�����7�K�H�\���V�H�H�P���O�L�N�H���W�K�H�\�
�G���E�H���H�[�D�F�W�O�\���P�\���N�L�Q�G���R�I��
�J�D�P�H���V�W�R�U�\�����E�X�W���,���N�H�H�S���F�O�D�V�K�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�H����

�7�K�H�\�
�U�H���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���k�W�K�L�V���L�V���D���Y�H�U�\���6�,�0�3�/�(���Y�L�G�H�R��
�J�D�P�H���V�R���2�)���&�2�8�5�6�(���Z�H���G�R�Q�
�W���Q�H�H�G���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D��
�W�X�W�R�U�L�D�O���R�U���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����(�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���N�Q�R�Z�V���K�R�Z���W�K�H�V�H��
�Z�R�U�N�����,�W�
�V���R�E�Y�L�R�X�V���Z�K�D�W���\�R�X���F�D�Q���F�O�L�F�N���R�Q�����K�R�Z���\�R�X���J�R��
�E�D�F�N�����D�Q�G���Z�K�H�Q���\�R�X���F�D�Q�
�W�������K�R�Z���\�R�X���V�D�Y�H���W�K�H���J�D�P�H����
�K�R�Z���\�R�X���U�H�V�W�D�U�W���Q�H�[�W���W�L�P�H���y 

���(�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���N�Q�R�Z�����D�Q�G���L�W���L�V���Q�R�W���R�E�Y�L�R�X�V����
�0�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���R�Q�F�H�����,���K�D�Y�H���G�H�O�H�W�H�G���P�\���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���,��
�I�D�L�O�H�G���W�R���o�J�X�U�H���R�X�W���Z�K�L�F�K���O�L�W�W�O�H���J�O�\�S�K���P�H�D�Q�W���k�V�D�Y�H�y��
�D�Q�G���Z�K�L�F�K���P�H�D�Q�W���k�H�[�L�W���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���V�D�Y�L�Q�J���y�� 

�,���G�R���L�Q�W�H�Q�G���W�R���N�H�H�S���W�U�\�L�Q�J���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���V�R�P�H��
�W�K�D�W���V�R�X�Q�G���O�L�N�H���P�X�F�K���I�X�Q���D�Q�G���R�U���D�P�D�]�L�Q�J���V�W�R�U�L�H�V�����$�Q�G��
�,�
�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q���W�R���Z�U�L�W�H���W�K�H�P�� 

Cowman Baloney Face #8 �t Matt Stevens 

�5�<�&�7�0�����:�K�L�O�H���\�R�X���F�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���D�������T�X�D�G�U�D�Q�W���V�S�O�L�W���Z�L�W�K��
�3�5�(���D�Q�G���&�2�0�����L�Q���U�H�D�O�L�W�\�{���E�R�W�K���Z�H�U�H���D�W���W�K�H���G�H�I�D�X�O�W��������
�P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�����8�Q�O�H�V�V���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���L�V���S�X�V�K�L�Q�J���I�R�U���k�P�\��
�F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���L�V���E�D�V�L�F�D�O�O�\���D���G�H�L�W�\���L�Q�F�D�U�Q�D�W�H�y���R�U���k�P�\��
�F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���L�V���D���V�Z�D�P�S���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U���y���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���D�O�P�R�V�W��
�D�O�Z�D�\�V���O�H�I�W���D�W���W�K�H���G�H�I�D�X�O�W�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�D�O���G�U�R�S���W�R��
�����L�Q���R�Q�H���R�U���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���W�R���V�T�X�H�H�]�H���R�X�W���D���F�R�X�S�O�H���R�I���H�[�W�U�D��
�S�R�L�Q�W�V�����7�K�H�\�
�U�H���V�W�D�W�V���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���V�X�S�H�U���K�H�U�R�L�F���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I��
�W�K�H���J�D�P�H���F�O�D�V�K�H�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\���K�X�P�D�Q��
�L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����$�������&�2�0���������3�5�(���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���D���V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J�O�\��
�X�J�O�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q���Z�K�R���V�R�P�H�K�R�Z���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�V���W�K�H���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I���D���U�R�R�P�����E�X�W�{���3�5�(���L�V���F�K�H�D�S�����D�Q�G���3�5�(���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H��
�F�K�H�D�S�H�U�������L�I���\�R�X���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G���W�K�H���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
�V�X�S�H�U�V�����L�W���Q�H�H�G�V���W�R���E�H���������R�U���K�L�J�K�H�U�� 

�0�D�\�E�H���L�W���Z�D�V���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���)�D�Q�W�D�V�\���+�H�U�R�H�V��
�J�D�P�H�V�����R�U���P�R�G�H�U�Q���H�V�S�L�R�Q�D�J�H���J�D�P�H�V���� 

Reddened Stars #11 �t John Redden 

�5�<�&�7�0�����,���D�P���H�Q�M�R�\�L�Q�J���E�L�W�V���R�I���*�0�L�Q�J���U�L�J�K�W���Q�R�Z���E�X�W��
�,�
�P���V�X�U�H���L�W���Z�R�Q�
�W���O�D�V�W�����,���D�P���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���Z�U�L�W�H���X�S���E�R�W�K��
�D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���P�R�G�X�O�H�V���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�O�G���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V�������,���o�J�X�U�H�G���,��
�V�K�R�X�O�G���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���U�X�Q���V�R�P�H���%�U�L�Q�G�O�H�Z�R�R�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���,���V�W�D�U�W��
�P�D�N�L�Q�J���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�V���I�R�U���L�W������ 

�%�R�W�K���P�\���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�V�
���P�D�L�Q���F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U�V���D�U�H���/�L�Q�X�[����
���0�L�Q�W���0�$�7�(�����,���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�����D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���R�Q�H���P�D�\���E�H���X�V�L�Q�J��
�3�R�S�2�6���I�R�U���R�Q�H���R�I���K�H�U���O�D�S�W�R�S�V�������,���D�P�����X�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�O�\�����D��
�S�R�Z�H�U���X�V�H�U���R�I���$�G�R�E�H���$�F�U�R�E�D�W���D�Q�G���0�L�F�U�R�V�R�I�W���:�R�U�G����
�7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���V�X�E�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���E�X�W���L�W�
�G���W�D�N�H���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O���W�L�P�H��
�W�R���O�H�D�U�Q���/�L�E�U�H�2�è�F�H���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���,���N�Q�R�Z���:�R�U�G�����L�I���L�W���H�Y�H�Q��
�K�D�V���D�O�O���W�K�H���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V�������D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���M�X�V�W���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W�
�V��
�W�K�H���H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���R�I���$�F�U�R�E�D�W�����0�R�V�W���3�'�)���H�G�L�W�R�U���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V��
�G�R�Q�
�W���H�Y�H�Q���K�D�Y�H���E�R�R�N�P�D�U�N�V���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���I�H�D�W�X�U�H���O�L�V�W�V�����,��
�F�D�Q�
�W���W�H�O�O���L�I���W�K�H�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���H�G�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P�� 

�7�K�D�W���V�D�L�G�����Z�K�H�Q���:�L�Q�������V�X�S�S�R�U�W���o�Q�D�O�O�\���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\��
�G�L�H�V���Q�H�[�W���\�H�D�U�����,�
�P���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���D�W���V�K�L�I�W�L�Q�J���P�\���P�D�L�Q��
�F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U���W�R���/�L�Q�X�[���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���D���V�L�G�H���O�D�S�W�R�S���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�V�S�H�F�L�o�F���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�N���W�K�D�W���W�D�N�H�V���:�R�U�G���R�U���$�F�U�R�E�D�W�� 
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�,���G�R�Q�
�W���N�Q�R�Z���Z�K�D�W���P�H�W�D���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���G�H�o�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H����
�E�X�W���,���K�D�Y�H���K�H�D�U�G���W�K�D�W���$�F�F�H�V�V���L�V���Z�H�D�N���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���L�Q��
�P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���D�U�H�D�V�����,�W�V���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�V���I�R�U���P�H���D�U�H�� 
�x �6�W�U�R�Q�J���*�8�,�����,���G�R�Q�
�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���V�S�H�D�N���F�R�G�H���V�F�U�L�S�W���L�Q��

�R�U�G�H�U���W�R���V�H�W���X�S���T�X�H�U�L�H�V 
�x �,�W���P�H�V�K�H�V���Q�L�F�H�O�\���Z�L�W�K���(�[�F�H�O�����I�R�U���R�E�Y�L�R�X�V���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V 
�x �$�O�O���L�W�V���W�D�E�O�H�V���D�U�H���Q�L�F�H�O�\���E�X�Q�G�O�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H��

�G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H�����,���G�R�Q�
�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���G�H�D�O���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�P���E�H�L�Q�J��
�V�W�R�U�H�G�����R�U���H�G�L�W�H�G�����H�O�V�H�Z�K�H�U�H�� 

�x �,���K�D�G���D���E�L�W���R�I���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q���L�W�����H�U�U�����������L�V�K���\�H�D�U�V���D�J�R������
�H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�K�D�W���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�H���L�V���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U 

�&�R�Q�V���R�I���$�F�F�H�V�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� 
�x �9�H�U�\���I�H�Z���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���W�X�W�R�U�L�D�O�V���R�U���D�G�Y�L�F�H���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V��

���&�R�P�S�D�U�H�G���W�R���6�4�/�����0�\�6�4�/�����H�W�F���� 
�x �0�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J���L�W���P�D�N�H�V���G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���V�F�U�X�Q�F�K���X�S��

�W�K�H�L�U���Q�R�V�H���D�Q�G���J�L�Y�H���P�H���W�K�D�W���Z�H�L�U�G���O�L�W�W�O�H���V�T�X�L�Q�W��
�W�K�D�W���P�H�D�Q�V���k�U�H�D�O�O�\�"�y 

�x �,���K�D�Y�H���$�F�F�H�V�V�������������D�Q�G���W�K�H�\�
�Y�H���V�W�R�S�S�H�G���V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���L�W��
�D�V���D���V�W�D�Q�G���D�O�R�Q�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����Q�H�Z���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���R�Q�O�\��
�D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���V�X�E�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���S�D�F�N�D�J�H���W�K�D�W���,���G�R�Q�
�W��
�Z�D�Q�W 

�x �$�F�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J���O�L�Q�N�V���L�V���P�R�U�H���W�U�R�X�E�O�H�V�R�P�H���W�K�D�Q���X�V�L�Q�J��
�D�Q���(�[�F�H�O���V�K�H�H�W�������7�K�L�V���P�D�\���E�H���W�U�X�H���I�R�U���D�Q�\��
�G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H������ 

�x �,�W�V���k�W�L�P�H�y���o�H�O�G���L�V���D�X�W�R�P�D�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���W�L�H�G���W�R���D���G�D�W�H����
�W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���k�Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���K�R�X�U�V���P�L�Q�X�W�H�V�y���R�S�W�L�R�Q��
�V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���I�U�R�P���D���G�D�W�H�����0�D�N�H�V���L�W���K�D�U�G���W�R���D�G�G��
�W�L�P�H�V�����D�Q�G���L�I���\�R�X���J�H�W���R�Y�H�U���������K�R�X�U�V�����L�W���M�X�V�W���D�G�G�V��
�R�Q�H���W�R���W�K�H���G�D�W�H�����W�K�D�W���P�D�\���E�H���L�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H���������7�K�H�U�H��
�D�U�H���Z�R�U�N�D�U�R�X�Q�G�V���q���H�Y�H�Q���,���F�D�Q���o�J�X�U�H���R�X�W��
�Z�R�U�N�D�U�R�X�Q�G�V���q���E�X�W���L�W�
�G���E�H���Q�L�F�H���W�R���K�D�Y�H���D���V�H�W�X�S��
�W�K�D�W���M�X�V�W���Z�R�U�N�H�G���Z�L�W�K���K�K���P�P���V�V������ 

�7�K�H���F�R�Q�V���P�D�\���O�R�R�N���O�L�N�H���W�K�H�\���R�X�W�Z�H�L�J�K���W�K�H���S�U�R�V����
�E�X�W���k�H�D�V�\���W�R���X�V�H���*�8�,�y���L�V���D���Y�H�U�\���V�W�U�R�Q�J���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�����$�Q�G��
�Z�K�L�O�H���,�
�P���U�H�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���,���Z�D�Q�W���D�U�H��
�P�R�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�Q���,���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�����L�P�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z��
�E�X�Q�G�O�H�V���U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���U�X�Q�V���L�Q�W�R���V�R�P�H���K�D�V�V�O�H�V�������,���G�R�Q�
�W��
�W�K�L�Q�N���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���,���Z�D�Q�W���L�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���U�X�Q���L�Q�W�R���Y�H�U�\���W�U�L�F�N�\��
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� 

In the Hall of Stone �t Patrick Brady  

�,���K�D�G�����K�D�Y�H�����S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\�����D���E�R�[�H�G���V�H�W���R�I���(�3�7�����,���O�R�Y�H�G���L�W��
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���K�D�G���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V�������,���G�L�G���Q�R�W���O�H�D�U�Q���W�K�H��
�V�F�U�L�S�W�����D�W���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�����W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���Q�R�W�L�R�Q���R�I���k�L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���D�Q�G��
�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���O�H�W�W�H�U�V���D�U�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�y���Z�D�V���E�D�I�p�L�Q�J���W�R���P�H�������,��
�F�R�X�O�G�Q�
�W���T�X�L�W�H���Z�U�D�S���P�\���K�H�D�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���K�R�Z���S�O�D�\��
�D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���Z�R�U�N�H�G�����E�X�W���,���O�L�N�H�G���K�R�Z���X�Q�L�T�X�H���W�K�H��
�Z�R�U�O�G�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���� 

�,���K�D�Y�H���Q�H�Y�H�U���V�H�H�Q���L�W���S�O�D�\�H�G�����D�Q�G���,�
�P���Q�R�W���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�G��
�L�W�
�V���P�R�U�H���R�E�V�F�X�U�H���Q�R�Z���W�K�D�Q���L�W���Z�D�V�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���Q�R�Z��

 

2�� �/�L�Q�N���W�R���5�H�G�G�L�W���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�����R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���Y�L�G�H�R���L�V���J�R�Q�H�����,�W�
�V���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\��
�I�U�R�P���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���S�R�G�F�D�V�W�V���E�X�W���,���K�D�Y�H���Q�R���L�G�H�D���Z�K�L�F�K�� 

�]�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V���R�I���R�W�K�H�U���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���X�Q�L�T�X�H���J�D�P�H�V���q���D�Q�G��
�%�D�U�N�H�U�
�V���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�F�R�P�H���S�X�E�O�L�F�O�\���N�Q�R�Z�Q���� 

�,���Z�R�X�O�G�Q�
�W���O�H�W���W�K�D�W���V�W�R�S���P�H���I�U�R�P���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���L�W�����D�Q�\��
�P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���,�
�G���D�Y�R�L�G���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���&�D�O�O���R�I���&�W�K�X�O�K�X�����E�X�W���,�
�G��
�S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���S�X�W���V�R�P�H���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���L�Q�W�R���K�R�Z��
�K�L�V���L�G�H�R�O�R�J�L�H�V���V�K�D�S�H�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W��
�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���,�
�G���Z�D�Q�W���P�D�G�H���W�R���W�K�D�W�� 

Twisting the Rope #12 �t Myles Corcoran  

�3�D�U�W���R�I���P�\���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���D���E�X�Q�G�O�H�V���G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H���L�V���E�H�L�Q�J���D�E�O�H��
�W�R���D�G�G���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���E�X�Q�G�O�H���W�R���W�K�H���O�L�V�W�����S�X�V�K���D���F�R�X�S�O�H���R�I��
�E�X�W�W�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����k���������R�I���W�K�H���Q�H�Z��
�E�X�Q�G�O�H���K�D�V���Q�R�W���E�H�H�Q���D�Q�\���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���P�H�J�D�E�X�Q�G�O�H�V���y���2�U����
�k���������R�I���W�K�L�V���V�P�D�O�O���E�X�Q�G�O�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���L�Q���S�U�L�R�U���E�X�Q�G�O�H�V����
�E�X�W���W�K�H���R�Q�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H�Q�
�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���>�W�L�W�O�H�@���D�Q�G���>�W�L�W�O�H�@��
�Z�K�L�F�K���P�D�\���E�H���Z�R�U�W�K���W�K�H���F�R�V�W���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���y�� 

�5�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���k�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�V�y���q���,���K�D�Y�H���D��
�I�R�O�G�H�U���I�R�U���L�W�F�K���L�R���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���,���P�D�N�H���D���I�R�O�G�H�U���I�R�U���H�D�F�K��
�E�X�Q�G�O�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�D�W�������,�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H�������V�R���I�D�U���Q�R�Q���L�W�F�K��
�E�X�Q�G�O�H�V�����,���F�D�Q���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���W�K�D�W���k�E�X�Q�G�O�H�V���J�R���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
�L�W�F�K���V�W�X�I�I���y�����$�O�O���o�O�H�V���I�R�U���J�D�P�H�V���J�R���L�Q���W�K�H���E�X�Q�G�O�H���I�R�O�G�H�U����
�R�I�W�H�Q���W�K�H�U�H�
�V���D���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���k�9�L�G�H�R���J�D�P�H�V�y���I�R�O�G�H�U���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�Y�L�G�H�R���J�D�P�H�V�������0�\���H�D�U�O�\���E�X�Q�G�O�H�V���X�V�H�G���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W��
�V�\�V�W�H�P���D�Q�G���,���Q�H�H�G���W�R���U�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���W�K�H�P���V�R�P�H�G�D�\������ 

�*�D�P�H�V���Z�L�W�K���������G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���J�H�W���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q��
�V�X�E�I�R�O�G�H�U�����������������R�U�������G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���J�R���L�Q���W�K�H���P�D�L�Q���E�X�Q�G�O�H��
�I�R�O�G�H�U�����Q�D�P�H�G���V�R���W�K�H�\���V�W�D�F�N���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���q���L�I���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���L�V��
�Q�D�P�H�G���k�P�D�S���S�Q�J�y���L�W���J�H�W�V���U�H�Q�D�P�H�G���W�R���k�J�D�P�H���W�L�W�O�H��
�P�D�S���S�Q�J���y���,���X�V�H���:�L�Q�G�R�Z�V���V�H�D�U�F�K���R�U�����P�R�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q����
�$�J�H�Q�W���5�D�Q�V�D�F�N���W�R���o�Q�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���J�D�P�H�V���L�I���,���F�D�Q�
�W��
�U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���Z�K�D�W���I�R�O�G�H�U���W�K�H�\�
�U�H���L�Q�� 

�,���W�U�\���W�R���G�R�Z�Q�O�R�D�G���D�O�O���W�K�H���7�7�5�3�*���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���D��
�F�R�X�S�O�H���G�D�\�V���R�I���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�X�Q�G�O�H�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���,�
�Y�H���K�D�G��
�F�D�V�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���D���J�D�P�H���G�L�V�D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���,���G�R�Z�Q�O�R�D�G�H�G��
�L�W���� 

�7�K�H���I�R�O�G�H�U���S�H�U���E�X�Q�G�O�H���W�K�L�Q�J���L�V���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���X�Q�Z�L�H�O�G�\���D�V��
�P�\���E�X�Q�G�O�H�V���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�������������%�X�W���,���K�D�Y�H�Q�
�W���E�H�H�Q���D�E�O�H���W�R��
�W�K�L�Q�N���R�I���D���E�H�W�W�H�U���D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�P�H�Q�W���� 

Denizens of the Library #11 �t Brian Rogers 

�5�<�&�7�0�����0�\���H�D�U�O�\���'�	�'���G�D�\�V���Z�H�U�H���K�H�D�Y�\���R�Q��
�H�[�S�O�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���V�R�O�Y�L�Q�J�����W�R�R�����%�X�W���D���O�R�W���R�I��
�Z�K�D�W���,���V�H�H���W�K�H�V�H���G�D�\�V���L�V���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���F�R�Q�T�X�H�V�W�����<�R�X��
�P�X�V�W���K�D�Y�H���G�X�Q�J�H�R�Q�V�����<�R�X���P�X�V�W���K�D�Y�H���%�L�J���%�D�G���(�Y�L�O��
�P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V���W�R���V�O�D�\�����<�R�X���P�X�V�W���K�D�Y�H���K�R�U�G�H�V���R�I���J�R�E�O�L�Q�V����
�R�U�F�V���X�J�O�\���Y�L�F�L�R�X�V���E�L�S�H�G�D�O���Z�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U�V���W�R���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���F�D�Q�R�Q��
�I�R�G�G�H�U���I�R�U���W�K�H���%�%�(�V���D�Q�G���Z�K�R�V�H���V�H�Q�W�L�H�Q�F�H���L�V���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���W�R��
�k�F�R�P�L�F���U�H�O�L�H�I�y���O�H�Y�H�O�����7�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���V�R���X�E�L�T�X�L�W�R�X�V���W�K�D�W���\�R�X��
�Z�L�Q�G���X�S���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�U�H�D�W�R�U�V���R�I���D���*�K�L�E�O�L���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G��������������
�J�D�P�H���V�D�\�L�Q�J��2 
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���$�V���V�R�R�Q���D�V���\�R�X���K�X�P�D�Q�L�]�H���W�K�H���I�D�F�H�O�H�V�V���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U����
�Q�R�Z�����\�R�X���J�R�W���D���K�X�J�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�����,�W���F�H�D�V�H�V���W�R���E�H�F�R�P�H��
�I�D�Q�W�D�V�\���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�����.�H�H�S���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V���P�R�Q�V�W�U�R�X�V��
�j�F�D�X�V�H���\�R�X���Q�H�H�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���W�R���N�L�O�O�����,�I���\�R�X���N�H�H�S���L�W��
�F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F���D�Q�G���F�D�U�W�R�R�Q�\�����\�R�X�j�O�O���K�D�Y�H���D���J�R�R�G���W�L�P�H��
�N�L�O�O�L�Q�J���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V�����,�I���\�R�X���V�W�D�U�W���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R��
�V�L�P�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����Z�K�H�U�H�������j�Z�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���+�R�Z�O�H�U���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�"��
�:�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H�"���$�Q�G���O�L�N�H�����G�R��
�W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���D���V�R�X�O�"�j���$�Q�G���O�L�N�H�����\�R�X�j�U�H���G�R�Q�H���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J��
�I�D�Q�W�D�V�\���J�D�P�H���D�Q�G���Q�R�Z���\�R�X�j�U�H���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���P�R�U�D�O��
�Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���R�X�U���Z�R�U�O�G���D�Q�G���H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���V�W�X�I�I���� 

�:�H���K�D�Y�H���D���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���J�D�P�H�U�V���Z�K�R���J�U�H�Z���X�S���Z�L�W�K��
�Y�L�G�H�R���J�D�P�H�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H�\���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���7�7�5�3�*�V�����D�Q�G��
�k�I�D�Q�W�D�V�\���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���J�D�P�H�y���P�H�D�Q�W���k�N�L�O�O���W�K�H���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V��
�D�Q�G���U�H�V�F�X�H���W�K�H���K�H�O�S�O�H�V�V���S�U�L�Q�F�H�V�V�y���E�H�I�R�U�H���L�W���P�H�D�Q�W��
�k�H�[�S�O�R�U�H���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�V���E�H�\�R�Q�G���K�X�P�D�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�R�V�W��
�E�R�W�K���F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���G�D�Q�J�H�U�V���E�H�\�R�Q�G���\�R�X�U��
�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���y�� 

�:�H���K�D�Y�H���D���O�R�W���R�I���J�D�P�H�U�V���Z�K�R���O�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\���F�D�Q�Q�R�W��
�L�P�D�J�L�Q�H���K�R�Z���D���Z�K�R�O�H���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���F�R�P�E�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G��
�Z�R�U�N�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���J�D�P�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U�V���Z�K�R���F�D�Q�
�W���L�P�D�J�L�Q�H��
�K�R�Z���q���R�U���Z�K�\���q���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���Z�R�X�O�G���S�O�D�\���D���I�D�Q�W�D�V�\��
�D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���J�D�P�H���Z�K�H�U�H���\�R�X���G�R�Q�
�W���N�L�O�O���k�P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V�y�����D�Q�\��
�V�S�H�F�L�H�V���Q�R�W���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���D�V���D���S�O�D�\�H�U���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�������W�D�N�H���W�K�H�L�U��
�O�R�R�W�����D�Q�G���J�R���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���E�L�J�J�H�U���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V���W�R���N�L�O�O�� 

�1�R���Z�R�Q�G�H�U���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���D�Q���H�Q�W�L�U�H���I�D�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�O�D�\�H�U�V��
�Z�K�R���L�Q�V�L�V�W���W�K�D�W���J�D�P�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���G�R�H�V�Q�
�W���P�D�W�W�H�U���E�H�F�D�X�V�H��
�W�K�H�\���D�O�O���G�R���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V�����7�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���Q�R���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V��
�W�K�D�W���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���S�O�D�\�V���5�3�*�V�����P�X�F�K���O�H�V�V���K�L�J�K���P�D�J�L�F���I�D�Q�W�D�V�\��
�5�3�*�V�����Z�L�W�K���D���I�R�F�X�V���W�K�D�W�
�V���Q�R�W���k�Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V��
�S�O�D�F�H�����N�L�O�O���W�K�H���G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V�����V�D�Y�H���D�Q�\���U�H�I�X�J�H�H�V����
�W�D�N�H���W�K�H���W�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�����U�H�S�H�D�W���y 

�$�V���I�D�U���D�V���,���F�D�Q���V�R�U�W���R�X�W�����W�K�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���W�K�H�\���Z�D�Q�W���W�R��
�S�O�D�\���'�	�'���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���Y�L�G�H�R���J�D�P�H�V���D�U�H 
�x �0�R�U�H���p�H�[�L�E�O�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���q���Q�R���Y�L�G�H�R���J�D�P�H��

�D�O�O�R�Z�V���W�K�H���I�X�O�O���F�X�V�W�R�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���F�D�Q���G�R��
�Z�L�W�K���S�H�Q���	���S�D�S�H�U�� 

�x �<�R�X���J�H�W���W�R���U�R�O�O���W�K�H���G�L�F�H���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I���q���D�Q�G���\�R�X���F�D�Q��
�D�U�J�X�H���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W�V�� 

�x �*�0���J�H�W�V���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U���G�D�Q�J�H�U�V���F�X�V�W�R�P�L�]�H�G��
�W�R���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�S�
�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V�� 

�5�H�����7�K�H�����*�U�D�Q�G�F�K�L�O�G���R�I���W�K�H�����3�X�S�S�H�W�H�H�U�����6�K�H���J�U�H�Z���X�S��
�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���W�D�O�H�V���R�I���K�H�U���J�U�D�Q�G�I�D�W�K�H�U�
�V���K�H�U�R�L�V�P�����P�R�V�W���R�I��
�Z�K�L�F�K���V�K�H���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���Z�H�U�H���M�X�V�W���P�D�G�H���X�S���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���W�R���S�D�V�V��
�W�L�P�H���Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�\���Z�R�U�N�H�G���W�K�H���S�H�W���V�W�R�U�H���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����:�K�H�Q��
�K�H�U���J�U�D�Q�G�I�D�W�K�H�U���S�D�V�V�H�G���D�Z�D�\�����V�K�H���L�Q�K�H�U�L�W�H�G���P�R�V�W���R�I��
�K�L�V���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���o�Q�D�O�O�\���Z�H�Q�W���W�R���F�O�H�D�Q���R�X�W���W�K�H��
�E�D�V�H�P�H�Q�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�H�
�G���D�O�Z�D�\�V���I�R�U�E�L�G�G�H�Q���K�H�U���W�R��
�H�[�S�O�R�U�H�� 

�6�K�H���o�Q�G�V���W�K�H���S�L�S�H���R�U�J�D�Q�����L�Q���K�R�U�U�L�E�O�H���G�L�V�U�H�S�D�L�U�����D�Q�G��
�V�W�D�U�W�V���W�R���F�O�H�D�Q���L�W�����2�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���W�K�L�Q�Q�H�U���S�L�S�H�V���E�U�H�D�N�V���R�I�I����
�D�Q�G���D�V���V�K�H���W�U�L�H�V���W�R���o�W���L�W���E�D�F�N���L�Q�W�R���S�O�D�F�H�����L�W���F�U�D�F�N�V���D�O�O��
�W�K�H���Z�D�\���G�R�Z�Q���q���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���F�X�U�O�V���L�Q�W�R���L�W�V�H�O�I�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��

�U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���F�U�D�F�N�V���L�Q���L�W�V���V�X�U�I�D�F�H���O�L�Q�L�Q�J���X�S��
�L�Q�W�R���D���p�X�W�H���V�K�D�S�H�� 

�7�K�H���P�D�J�L�F���R�I���W�K�H���S�L�S�H���R�U�J�D�Q���L�V���Q�R�Z���L�P�E�X�H�G���L�Q��
�W�K�L�V���R�Q�H���S�L�S�H�����K�H�U���o�U�V�W���I�H�Z���Q�R�W�H�V���K�D�Y�H���K�H�U���F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���L�Q��
�D���J�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���O�L�J�K�W���D�V���W�K�H���O�R�Q�J���G�R�U�P�D�Q�W���P�D�J�L�F���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�V��
�D�Q�G���o�O�O�V���K�H�U�� 

�6�K�H���J�D�L�Q�V���S�L�H�G���S�L�S�H�U���H�V�T�X�H���S�R�Z�H�U�V���W�R���X�V�H���W�K�H��
�P�X�V�L�F���W�R���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���D�Q�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���D�Q�\�R�Q�H��
�E�H�O�R�Z���D���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���O�H�Y�H�O���R�I���F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���D�Q�G���V�H�O�I��
�F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�������6�K�H���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�V���K�H�U���J�U�D�Q�G�I�D�W�K�H�U�
�V���I�D�Y�R�U�L�W�H��
�V�X�S�H�U�K�H�U�R�����k�W�K�H���3�X�S�S�H�W�H�H�U���y���D�Q�G���W�D�N�H�V���W�K�D�W���Q�D�P�H���I�R�U��
�K�H�U�V�H�O�I�����D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���W�X�[�H�G�R�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���V�K�H���O�R�Y�H�G���W�K�H��
�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���K�R�Z���K�H���G�D�Q�F�H�G���D�W���K�L�V���Z�H�G�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���J�D�Y�H���X�S��
�D�O�O���K�L�V���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�V���W�R���E�H���D���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�D�Q���� 

�6�K�H�
�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���W�D�N�H���K�L�V���V�X�L�W���D�Q�G���K�L�V���S�L�S�H���D�Q�G���J�R��
�K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�V���K�H���Z�D�O�N�H�G���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���� 

Age of Menace #249 �t Brian Christopher 
Misiaszek 

�5�<�&�7�0�����,���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���P�L�V�V���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���W�K�H��
�%�U�L�Q�G�O�H�Z�R�R�G���J�D�P�H�����7�K�H���S�O�D�\�H�U���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���G�L�G�Q�
�W���I�U�D�P�H��
�D�Q�\�R�Q�H�����W�K�H�\���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���P�X�U�G�H�U���Y�L�F�W�L�P���K�D�G��
�E�H�H�Q���I�U�D�P�H�G�����D�Q�G���L�P�S�U�L�V�R�Q�H�G�����I�R�U���D���P�X�U�G�H�U���V�K�H���G�L�G�Q�
�W��
�F�R�P�P�L�W�����D�Q�G���Z�K�H�Q���V�K�H���K�D�G���I�R�X�Q�G���S�U�R�R�I���R�I���W�K�D�W�����V�K�H��
�Z�D�V���N�L�O�O�H�G���W�R���N�H�H�S���W�K�H���V�H�F�U�H�W���K�L�G�G�H�Q�����7�K�H���G�H�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V��
�G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���W�U�X�W�K���D�Q�G���Z�H�U�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���U�H�Y�H�D�O���E�R�W�K���K�H�U��
�P�X�U�G�H�U�H�U�����W�K�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q���V�K�H���G�L�G�Q�
�W���P�X�U�G�H�U�����D�Q�G���W�L�H�V���W�R���D��
�O�R�Q�J���U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���H�Y�L�O���F�R�Q�V�S�L�U�D�F�\�� 

���'�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���D�O�O���W�K�L�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���D���������L�V�K���\�H�D�U���R�O�G��
�Z�R�P�D�Q���G�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���L�Q���D���E�L�N�L�Q�L���D�W���D���%�X�G�G�K�L�V�W���U�H�W�U�H�D�W�
�V��
�T�X�L�H�W���P�H�G�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���S�R�R�O�����7�K�H���/�D�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���V�F�D�Q�G�D�O�L�]�H�G���� 

Quasipseudoludognostication #12 �t Patrick 
Riley 

�5�<�&�7�0�����,���F�D�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�V���W�K�D�W��
�J�L�Y�H���D���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���D���I�H�Z���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���D�Q�G���O�H�W���W�K�H���*�0���o�O�O��
�L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�V�W�����W�K�D�W�
�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���\�R�X���F�D�Q���F�X�V�W�R�P�L�]�H��
�L�W���W�R���\�R�X�U���Z�R�U�O�G�����)�R�U���D�Q���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�����L�W�
�V���Q�L�F�H���W�R��
�E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���V�D�\���k�W�K�L�V���W�D�N�H�V���S�O�D�F�H���D�E�R�X�W���W�Z�R���G�D�\�V�
���W�U�D�Y�H�O��
�I�U�R�P���Z�K�H�U�H���\�R�X���O�H�I�W���R�I�I�����D�Q�G���>�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���P�R�G�X�O�H�@���\�R�X�
�Y�H��
�E�H�H�Q���K�L�U�H�G���D�V���J�X�D�U�G�V���Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�O���Y�L�V�F�R�X�Q�W�
�V���P�D�Q�R�U��
�L�V���E�H�L�Q�J���U�H�Q�R�Y�D�W�H�G�����7�K�H���W�R�Z�Q���L�V���X�Q�V�H�W�W�O�H�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H��
�>�P�R�G�X�O�H�����D���U�L�Y�D�O���O�R�U�G�
�V���I�D�F�W�L�R�Q�@���\�R�X�U���R�O�G���Q�R�W���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V��
�W�K�H���2�U�G�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���&�U�\�V�W�D�O���5�R�V�H���D�U�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���K�H�U�H����
�V�W�L�U�U�L�Q�J���X�S���W�U�R�X�E�O�H���D�Q�G���D�F�F�X�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���Z�K�R���G�R�H�V�Q�
�W��
�D�W�W�H�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���W�H�P�S�O�H���R�I���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�L�Q�J���G�D�U�N���V�R�U�F�H�U�\���y�� 

�$�Q�G���%�U�L�Q�G�O�H�Z�R�R�G���P�\�V�W�H�U�L�H�V���G�R�Q�
�W���Q�H�H�G���P�X�F�K����
�Z�L�W�K���Y�H�U�\���O�L�W�W�O�H���Q�X�G�J�L�Q�J�����W�K�H���S�O�D�\�H�U�V���Z�L�O�O���o�O�O���L�Q���D��
�U�L�G�L�F�X�O�R�X�V���D�P�R�X�Q�W���R�I���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�R�U�L�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U��
�R�Z�Q�� 

�,�
�G���M�X�V�W���O�L�N�H���D���E�L�W���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���k�Q�D�P�H���������G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�Y�H��
�Z�R�U�G�V�������������V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H���T�X�R�W�H�y���W�R���Z�R�U�N���I�U�R�P�����(�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\��



Shiny Math Rocks #9�v July 2026  8 
 

�V�L�Q�F�H�����L�I���L�W�
�V���Q�R�W���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q�����,�
�P���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���K�D�Y�H���W�R��
�W�D�N�H���Q�R�W�H�V���D�V���P�R�U�H���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���F�R�P�H���X�S�� 

An Unlooked For Zine #11 �t Lisa Padol 

�5�<�&�7�0�����&�D�J�H���R�I���6�D�Q�G���L�V���L�Q�G�H�H�G���H�D�V�L�H�U���W�R���J�H�W���V�W�D�U�W�H�G��
�Q�R�Z���W�K�D�W���,�
�P���S�D�F�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�D�U�G�V���D�Z�D�\���L�Q���O�L�W�W�O�H���S�R�V�W���L�W�V��
�W�K�D�W���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H���Z�K�D�W���H�D�F�K���V�W�D�F�N���L�V�����,���K�D�Y�H���R�Q�H���I�R�U���V�H�W�X�S��
���������F�D�U�G�V�����,���W�K�L�Q�N�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�Z�R���k�V�W�D�J�H�����y���F�D�U�G�V������
�W�K�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���G�H�F�N�����������F�D�U�G�V�����V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���V�S�O�L�W��
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���X�V�H�G���W�K�L�V���V�W�D�J�H���D�Q�G���Q�R�W�������G�L�V�F�D�U�G���S�L�O�H����
�X�Q�X�V�H�G���U�H�P�D�L�Q�G�H�U���R�I���G�H�F�N�� 

�&�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���E�X�Q�G�O�H���J�D�P�H�V���q���,���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H���V�F�U�L�S�W����
�K�W�W�S�V�������J�U�H�D�V�\�I�R�U�N���R�U�J���H�Q���V�F�U�L�S�W�V�����������������L�W�F�K���L�R��
�D�X�W�R�P�D�W�H�G���D�G�G���E�X�Q�G�O�H���W�R���O�L�E�U�D�U�\���,�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R��
�W�K�H���k�G�R�Z�Q�O�R�D�G�y���S�D�J�H���D�Q�G���O�H�W�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�F�U�L�S�W���U�X�Q���I�R�U���D��
�Z�K�L�O�H�����I�R�U���W�K�H���E�L�J�J�H�U���E�X�Q�G�O�H�V���� 

�)�R�U���W�K�H���V�S�U�H�D�G�V�K�H�H�W���q���W�K�D�W�
�V���W�K�H���U�H�G�X�F�H�G���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q����
�W�K�H���R�Q�H�V���,���K�D�G���R�Q���*�R�R�J�O�H���G�R�F�V���D�O�V�R���K�D�G���W�K�H���W�R�R�O�V���I�R�U��
�V�R�O�R���7�7�5�3�*�V�����F�D�U�G�V�����G�L�F�H�����E�O�R�F�N���W�R�Z�H�U�����W�R�N�H�Q�V�����H�W�F��������
�S�D�J�H���F�R�X�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���3�'�)�V�����D�Q�G���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���Y�L�G�H�R��
�J�D�P�H�V�����,�W���J�R�W���W�R���E�H���W�R�R���P�X�F�K���W�R���N�H�H�S���X�S���Z�L�W�K�����E�X�W���,��
�G�R���Z�D�Q�W���D�O�O���W�K�D�W���L�Q�I�R���L�Q���W�K�H���G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H�� 

Going to be Ad-Libbed #10 �t Avram Grumer  

�,�
�G���E�H�H�Q���G�H�E�D�W�L�Q�J���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�R���S�L�F�N���X�S���W�K�H���Q�H�Z��
�8�P�G�D�D�U�����2�Q���W�K�H���R�Q�H���K�D�Q�G�����,���Z�D�V���D���E�L�W���G�L�V�D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G��
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���,���O�L�N�H���)�D�W�H���$�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H�
�V���V�R���O�L�W�W�O�H��
�F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���I�R�U���L�W�����D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���I�H�H�O�V���O�L�N�H���W�K�H�\�
�U�H���U�H�P�R�Y�L�Q�J���R�Q�H��
�R�I���L�W�V���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V�������,���N�Q�R�Z���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���I�U�R�P��
�S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�����E�X�W�{���L�W�
�V���Q�R�W���O�L�N�H�O�\��
�S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�L�O�O���S�O�D�\���D�Q���R�O�G�H�U�����V�L�P�S�O�H�U���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I��
�W�K�H���P�R�U�H���H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�������*�O�D�G���W�R���K�H�D�U���W�K�H�\�
�U�H��
�D�G�G�L�Q�J���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H���S�O�D�\�H�U���Z�R�U�O�G�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���� 

Accidental Recall #11 �t Joshua Kronengold 

�5�H�����'�D�W�D�E�D�V�H���L�Q���(�[�F�H�O���q���,�
�Y�H���O�R�R�N�H�G���L�Q�W�R���L�W���D�Q�G���G�H�F�L�G�H�G��
�L�W���Z�D�V�Q�
�W���T�X�L�W�H���H�Q�R�X�J�K�����,���F�D�Q�
�W���T�X�L�W�H���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���Z�K�\��
�R�U���K�R�Z���,���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���W�K�D�W�����E�X�W���,���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R��
�I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���W�K�D�W���,���Z�D�Q�W���W�K�D�W���(�[�F�H�O���Z�R�Q�
�W���G�R�������5�H�S�R�U�W�V����
�P�D�\�E�H�"���6�R�P�H���N�L�Q�G�V���R�I���o�O�W�H�U�L�Q�J�"�� 

�)�R�U���W�K�H���Q�D�P�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�����*�D�P�H�����8�5�/�����F�U�H�D�W�R�U����
���G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q�����V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V�������:�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W��
�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���L�V�����L�V���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�����R�O�G���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���X�S�G�D�W�H�G����
�,�
�P���Q�R�W���N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���W�U�D�F�N���R�I���Z�K�H�Q���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G�������,��
�W�U�L�H�G���W�K�D�W�����L�W�
�V���D���Q�L�J�K�W�P�D�U�H�����,���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���W�K�D�W�
�V���P�H�W�D�G�D�W�D��
�,���G�R�Q�
�W���Q�H�H�G�������6�R���,���M�X�V�W���Q�H�H�G���D�Q���H�D�V�\���Z�D�\���W�R���X�S�G�D�W�H��
�W�K�H���R�O�G���G�D�W�D���Z�K�H�Q���D�Q���L�W�H�P�
�V���L�Q�I�R���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�����:�K�L�F�K��
�P�H�D�Q�V���,���Q�H�H�G���D���Z�D�\���W�R���p�D�J���k�K�H�\�����\�R�X���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���K�D�Y�H���D��
�J�D�P�H���E�\���W�K�L�V���F�U�H�D�W�R�U���Z�L�W�K���D���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���W�L�W�O�H�����L�V���L�W���W�K�H��
�V�D�P�H���J�D�P�H�"�y���R�U�����k�\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���W�K�L�V���W�L�W�O�H���E�\���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W��
�F�U�H�D�W�R�U�����L�V���L�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���J�D�P�H�"�y���R�U�����k�\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���W�K�L�V���W�L�W�O�H��
�	���F�U�H�D�W�R�U���E�X�W���W�K�H���G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���L�V���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�����Z�D�V���L�W��
�X�S�G�D�W�H�G�"�y�� 

�5�H�����6�D�P�H���Q�D�P�H���q���,���K�D�Y�H���W�K�U�H�H���J�D�P�H�V���Q�D�P�H�G��
�k�0�H�P�R�U�L�D�y���E�\���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���F�U�H�D�W�R�U�V�����W�Z�R���Q�D�P�H�G���k�)�U�H�V�K��
�%�O�R�R�G���y���D�Q�G���W�Z�R���Q�D�P�H�G���k�+�H�L�V�W���+�H�L�V�W���%�D�E�\���y���6�R���,���Q�H�H�G��
�Z�D�\�V���W�R���F�K�H�F�N���k�L�V���W�K�L�V���D���Q�H�Z���F�U�H�D�W�R�U���Q�D�P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���R�O�G��
�J�D�P�H�����R�U���M�X�V�W���D�Q���H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���J�D�P�H���W�K�D�W���V�K�D�U�H�V��
�W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�W�O�H�"�y 

�,���G�R�Q�
�W���P�L�Q�G���L�I���D���O�R�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�K�H�F�N�L�Q�J���K�D�V���W�R���E�H��
�G�R�Q�H���P�D�Q�X�D�O�O�\�����,�
�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���o�Q�G���D���E�H�W�W�H�U���Z�D�\���W�R���O�R�R�N��
�I�R�U���W�K�H�P���W�K�D�Q���k�V�R�U�W���(�[�F�H�O���E�\���W�L�W�O�H�����D�O�S�K�D�E�H�W�L�F�D�O�����V�F�U�R�O�O��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���O�L�V�W���R�I�����������������L�W�H�P�V���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���G�X�S�O�L�F�D�W�H�V���y�� 

�,���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�L�D�W�H���E�\���7�L�W�O�H�������&�U�H�D�W�R�U����
�W�K�D�W���F�R�P�E�R���V�K�R�X�O�G���D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H���X�Q�L�T�X�H�������$�Q�G���I�R�U���Q�R�Z�����,��
�K�D�Y�H���D�Q���k�R�U�G�H�U�y���o�H�O�G���W�K�D�W���E�D�V�L�F�D�O�O�\���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�V���D��
�S�U�L�P�D�U�\���N�H�\������ 

�*�0���5�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���*�0���2�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O���q���7�K�H�V�H���G�R���V�H�H�P��
�H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�����D�V���L�Q�����E�R�W�K���F�D�Q�
�W���E�H���P�D�U�N�H�G���k�\�H�V���y���7�K�H��
�S�U�R�E�O�H�P���L�V�����,���F�D�Q�
�W���K�D�Y�H���M�X�V�W���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�P�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H��
�V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���*�0���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���J�D�P�H�V�����*�0���R�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O���J�D�P�H�V���O�L�N�H��
�%�2�%���q���D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���Q�R���*�0���J�D�P�H�V�������6�H�Y�H�U�D�O���������D�Q�G������
�S�O�D�\�H�U���J�D�P�H�V���G�R���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���D���*�0�����Q�R�W���H�Y�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H��
�R�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�U�D�G�H�R�I�I���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���%�2�%���J�D�P�H�V�������6�R���\�R�X���F�D�Q�
�W��
�K�D�Y�H���k�*�0���5�H�T�X�L�U�H�G�����<�H�V�����*�0���2�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O�����<�H�V�y���q���E�X�W���\�R�X��
�F�D�Q���K�D�Y�H�� 
�x �k�*�0���5�H�T�����<�H�V�����*�0���2�S�W�����1�R�y�����P�R�V�W���W�W�U�S�J�V������ 
�x �k�*�0���5�H�T�����1�R�����*�0���2�S�W�����<�H�V�y�����%�2�%���J�D�P�H�V�� 
�x �k�*�0���5�H�T�����1�R�����*�0���2�S�W�����1�R�y�����6�W�D�U���%�D�N�H�U���L�V���R�Q�H��

�H�[�D�P�S�O�H�������,���Z�H�Q�W���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���R�Q�H���W�K�D�W�
�V���I�U�H�H�� 

�,���G�R�Q�
�W���N�Q�R�Z���Z�K�L�F�K���W�R���X�V�H���I�R�U���V�R�O�R���J�D�P�H�V�����,�W���P�L�J�K�W��
�Y�D�U�\���E�\���J�D�P�H�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���V�R�P�H���D�U�H���k�F�D�Q���E�H���V�R�O�R�y���D�Q�G��
�W�K�R�V�H���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H�O�\���E�H���*�0���R�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O�����V�R�P�H���D�U�H���F�O�R�V�H�U���W�R��
�k�\�R�X���D�U�H���W�K�H���*�0���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���D�O�O���W�K�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���y 

�,���K�D�Y�H�����R�U���K�D�Y�H���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R�����6�O�D�\���W�K�H���3�U�L�Q�F�H�V�V�����P�\��
�G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���K�D�V���L�W���R�Q���6�W�H�D�P�����D�Q�G���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���I�D�P�L�O�\��
�V�K�D�U�L�Q�J���� 

Last Minute Stuff  

�1�H�R�S�H�W�V���7�7�5�3�*���'�U�D�P�D���5�H�F�D�S���q���������P�L�Q�X�W�H���Y�L�G�H�R���� 

�3�O�D�\�W�H�V�W���0�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���0�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H���q���k�D���Q�R�W���I�R�U���S�U�R�o�W���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O��
�M�R�X�U�Q�D�O���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�R���U�R�O�H�S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���J�D�P�H�V�����:�H���S�X�E�O�L�V�K��
�H�V�V�D�\�V�����U�H�Y�L�H�Z�V�����L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z�V�����D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W�D�O���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J��
�R�Q���D�O�O���D�V�S�H�F�W�V���R�I���W�D�E�O�H�W�R�S���U�R�O�H�S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���y 

�,�W�
�V���M�X�V�W���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���D�Q�G���L�V���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D�O�O���N�L�Q�G�V��
�R�I���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���	���Z�U�L�W�H�U�V�����%�O�X�H�V�N�\�����,�Q�V�W�D�J�U�D�P�����7�K�H�U�H�
�V��
�D�O�V�R���D���'�L�V�F�R�U�G���I�R�U���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V�� 
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ATLANTIS FOR NOW #1 
June 20, 2026, for Ever & Anon #13 

Gabriel Roark 
Rancho Cordova, CA  

gabrielroark@gmail.com 
Primary Game System Keywords: Barrows & Borderlands, The Arduin Grimoire 
Secondary Game System Keywords: Original D&D, Advanced D&D (1e), Lamentations of 

the Flame Princess 
  

From the Edge of the Deep Green Sea 
After fifty issues of Bugbears & Ballyhoo, I decided that it is time to retire that zine title. 
Fifty is a decent run (thirty-nine issues in Alarums & Excursions and eleven in E&A). Plus, 
starting a new zine title with the thirteenth issue of this apa appeals to folkloric 
superstition, whether boon or bane. But you are probably wondering less about retiring 
�W�K�H���R�O�G���W�L�W�O�H���	���P�R�U�H���D�E�R�X�W���Z�K�D�W�·�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���R�Q�H. Well, I will tell you. First, Atlantis 
vibes with RPGs & fantasy. More importantly for me, the title is a tribute to my daughter 
Emma. When she was in elementary school, Ems & her best friend liked to play 
imaginary games while swimming. Usually, Emma & Isis would pretend to be mermaids or 
fairies. Playing in & around the pool, Atlantean themes came to the fore. One day, I 
�K�H�D�U�G���(�P�P�L�H���D�V�N���,�V�L�V�����´�:�K�D�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���Z�H���F�D�O�O���W�K�L�V���J�D�P�H�"�µ���,�V�L�V���U�H�S�O�L�H�G�����´�$�W�O�D�Q�W�L�V���I�R�U���Q�R�Z���µ���D�V��
in temporarily, until they came up with a better name. Emma being autistic took Isis 
�O�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\���	���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���K�H�U���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���D�V���´�$�W�O�D�Q�W�L�V���I�R�U���1�R�Z���µ���(�Y�H�U���D�I�W�H�U�Z�D�U�G�����Z�K�H�Q���(�P�P�D��
wanted to play their favorite poolside game, �V�K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���V�X�J�J�H�V�W���W�R���,�F�\�����´�/�H�W�·�V���S�O�D�\��
Atlantis for Now!�µ���&�H�O�H�V�W�H���	���,���G�R�Q�·�W���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�D�W���,�V�L�V���H�Y�H�U���W�R�O�G���(�P�P�D. 

Otherwise, The Zine Remains the Same, containing: 

�x A Further Examination of Arduin�·�V Portal to Adventure 
�x Appetite for Discussion: Comments on E&A #12 

A FURTHER EXAMINATION OF ARDUIN�·S PORTAL TO ADVENTURE 
In Bugbears & Ballyhoo #47 (E&A #9), I embarked on a serial review of �$�U�G�X�L�Q�·�V���3�R�U�W�D�O��
to Adventure, by Emperors Choice Games (Empcho). Issues 47 & 48 provided high-level 
overviews of this deluxe RPG box set, orienting the reader to the contents & their 
physical qualities. Many readers of E&A have at least a passing familiarity with David 
�+�D�U�J�U�D�Y�H�·�V��The Arduin Grimoire, so I decided to continue the series by looking at a 
component of the Portal that does not seem to have previously surfaced in E&A: Matthew 
�7�D�S�S�·�V Barrows & Borderlands Box Set, Limited Edition. The last two issues of B&B (#49�²
50; E&A #11�²12) surveyed the box set, described the physical characteristics of the first 
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volume of Barrows & Borderlands (Men & Mutants), & described the gaming content of 
Men & Magic. Now we move on to Volume 2: Psychics & Sorcerers (P&S). 

The physical characteristics of P&S are effectively identical to Men & Mutants, except 
that Tapp selected different art pieces for the book & page the count is 51, inclusive of 
the Open Gaming License. All illustrations are in black & white. The front cover piece is 
the work of Michio Okamura; Grimoire Games used this drawing on page 146 of The 
Compleat Arduin, Book One: The Rules (1993). Interior art is by Lavieille (probably the 
nineteenth-century French engraver Adrien Lavieille), Wallace Smith, & others. The back 
inside cover illustration is also Michio, dating to 1992 & featuring in The Compleat Arduin 
as well. Most pieces are not individually credited. The contents of Vol. 2 are as follows. 

�x Spell Craft, p. 6 
�x Counterspell, p. 7 
�x Roll to Cast, p. 8 
�x Critical Miscast, p. 10 
�x Spell Tables, p. 15 
�x Explanation of Spells, p. 18 
�x Item Identification, p. 37 
�x Psionics, p. 40 
�x Black Necromantic Rituals, p. 46 
�x Open Gaming License, p. 50 

Spell Craft. Much of this section will feel familiar to those who know the OSR, with minor 
variations. Casters, for instance, must be able to speak & have one (not two) hands free 
to cast spells. Spell Craft also covers the format of spell descriptions, range, duration, hit 
dice affected, magical research, & creation of magic items. Magical research is like that 
of Original D&D or Lamentations of the Flame Princess; one must have access to a 
study/laboratory worth 1,000 silver pieces (sp), & invest one week of time & 1,000 sp 
per spell level. The researcher must roll under their prime requisite on 1d20 to succeed. 

B&B does not assign a minimum experience level to create magic items, which I like, & 
the enterprise is subject to referee discretion as to time, money, & any special 
components required. All potions & some magic items require a Starshard for 
manufacture. 

Counterspells & Magic Duels. This is my favorite section of rules so far because it 
�F�D�S�W�X�U�H�V���D���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���´�G�X�H�O���D�U�F�D�Q�H�µ���R�I���I�D�Q�W�D�V�\���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H����Casters of the same class 
(magic-user vs. magic-user or cleric vs. cleric) may declare a counterspell to disrupt or 
�G�H�O�D�\���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���F�D�V�W�H�U�·�V��spell. The counterspeller cannot have already cast a spell in the 
same round that they want to counterspell. Once a valid counterspell is declared, the 
caster level of the casters is cross-referenced on the Counterspell Chart. This yields a 
number, C, or R result. A number is the score that the counterspeller must meet or exceed 
on 2d6 to start the duel. Failure means the counterspell is ineffective, on the other hand. 
Once an arcane duel is underway, the spellcasters are locked into the struggle & cannot 
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take any other actions. The following combat round, the original spellcaster must consult 
the Counterspell Chart for the roll needed to prevent the counterspell. The duel continues 
�L�Q���W�K�L�V���Z�D�\���X�Q�W�L�O���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�D�V�W�H�U�V���I�D�L�O�V���W�K�H�L�U���U�R�O�O�����´�&�µ���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���R�Q���W�K�H���F�K�D�U�W���P�H�D�Q���D�X�W�R�P�D�W�L�F��
�V�X�F�F�H�V�V���R�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�V�S�H�O�O�����´�5�µ���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�V�S�H�O�O�H�U��reflects the spell onto 
another target of their choice. 

Roll to Cast. In B&B, using magic is dangerous. When a magic-user casts a spell, the 
referee consults the Spell Complexity Table, cross-referencing the magic-user�·�V���F�D�V�W�H�U��
level with the spell level. The caster rolls 2d6. If the score may indicate immediate effect, 
delay of 1�²6 rounds, or a miscast. If a miscast is indicated, the magic-user must save 
versus Sorcery or roll 1d100 on the Critical Miscast Table, which has some very nasty 
results! It looks like these rules do not apply to clerics, although the rules do not explicitly 
preclude the idea. 

Magic-user & Cleric Spells. The spell assortment for both classes resembles the many 
varieties of D&D. Most descriptions are pithy, comprising as few two lines of text, 
average four lines, & max out at 20 lines or so. On my first read of this volume, I 
observed some contradictions & unhelpful omissions, although I cannot recall them just 
now. The magic-user spells are organized under 12 levels, whereas cleric spells have 
only seven levels. 

Item Identification. B&B does not have a Identify spell to figure out what magic items, 
let along exotic technology, does. B&B uses flowcharts instead. A character must have a 
study or laboratory worth 1,000 sp in which to examine magic items or advanced 
technology. For each turn (10 minutes) invested in examining the item, the researcher rolls 
1d10 on one of three charts according to the general type of item: (A) for magic items & 
less complicated advanced technology, (B) advanced technology, & (C) artifacts or relics. 

The result of the 1d10 roll moves the researcher to one of eight types of tiles in the 
flowchart. If the result takes a character back to the Start tile or to a blank one, nothing 
happens & the researcher is free to take another turn to roll again. Landing on the Finish 
�W�L�O�H���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���L�W�H�P�·�V���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q(s). Tiles marked I�²III will reveal 
how well the item functions (broken to pristine), information about the creator, or the 
�L�W�H�P�·�V���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�����K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����	���Q�R�W�D�E�O�H���X�V�H�U�V�����)�D�L�O�X�U�H���W�L�O�H�V���P�H�D�Q���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���L�V���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���	���W�K�H��
researcher must wait a week before trying again. Skull tiles indicate a severe mishap & 
the researcher must save vs. Devices or perish in the study/lab. 

Psionics. In Firnum, psionically gifted characters are called psychics. Such may be 
trained per the Psychic class or be a Wild Psion. 

All characters get a Psychic Strength score by rolling 1d100 with bonuses for 
Intelligence, Wisdom, or Charisma above 15. Psychic Strength functions as hit points for 
psychic duels. Psychic Strength must be above 100 to choose the Psychic class. Members 
of the Psychic class have an investment level of 0 (out of 6) in all psychic disciplines & 
begin play at first level with four points to make further investment in psychic disciplines. 
There are 12 disciplines: telekinesis, telepathy, object/aura reading, mental assault, 
remote viewing, precognition, cell adjustment, dream travel, spirit channeling, 
claircognizance, pyrokinesis, & living weaponry. 
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Level 1 Wild Psions must roll under their Psychic Strength�²100 on percentile dice to start 
with a psychic discipline at investment level 1. A roll of 95 percent or higher can cause 
the loss of Intelligence, Wisdom, or Charisma. 

Use of psychic disciplines requires a roll-under investment level on 1d6 & precludes 
movement during the activation round. Once activated, the psychic can move or attack 
while maintaining concentration.  

Psychic duels operate a little like magical duels, except the attacker secretly informs the 
referee of their attack mode, whereas the defender informs the referee of their defense 
mode. The referee cross-references these on a chart. A number indicates the number of 
�G���V���R�I���G�D�P�D�J�H���W�R���W�K�H���G�H�I�H�Q�G�H�U�·�V���3�V�\�F�K�L�F���6�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�����,�I���3�V�\�F�K�L�F���6�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���L�V���U�H�G�X�F�H�G���W�R���]�H�U�R����
further damage goes directly to hit points.  

Black Necromantic Rituals. �7�K�L�V���Y�R�O�X�P�H�·�V���U�X�O�H�V���Z�U�D�S���X�S���Z�L�W�K���K�H�L�Q�R�X�V���U�L�W�X�D�O�V�����7�K�H�\���D�U�H��
closely guarded secrets on Firnum but anybody who is willing can learn & attempt a 
necromantic ritual. This activity comes at considerable cost. Once a necromantic ritual is 
cast, the caster is marked as a reviled necromancer & may not enter heaven or hell. 
Good or neutral clerics lose their patron. Additionally, many rituals physically mark the 
caster such that common folk & small animals recognize their taint & avoid any dealings 
with the necromancer. The components, steps, & cost in hit points, experience, ability 
scores, or worse vary with each ritual. Some losses are temporary, others are permanent. 
Some known rituals are Skeleton Summoning, Inward Invultuation (a voodoo-like spell), 
False Life, Army of Darkness, Black Heart of Ahthmon-Ka, Mummy Creation, The Secret 
Rite of Lichdom, Creation of the Black Blade, Unholy Strength, & Draugon Summoning. 

Tan gent time�³ wait, not me, I mean tangent time! For my birthday this month, I 
purchased a set of paints from Army Painter. After bringing the set home, I decided to 
see which mini(s) I should paint first. I think it will have to be this Gandalf lookalike from 
Empcho: 
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This illustration was on the back of the plastic envelope that old Greyhame arrived in, 
just the sort of detail for which Empcho is known: 

 

That is a fantasized rendering of David Hargrave, creator of The Arduin Grimoire. This is 
a terrific piece, very moody & well rendered. �,�W���H�[�H�P�S�O�L�I�L�H�V���(�P�S�F�K�R�·�V���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�R���G�H�W�D�L�O��
& the way that they honor tradition in the Arduin product line, even as they innovate. You 
see, since the release of The Arduin Grimoire Volume IV: The Lost Grimoire, at least one of 
the artists contributing to each Grimoire would include a representation of Hargrave in a 
composition. It is cool to see Dave Bukata & George DeRosa keeping the practice alive 
forty years on. 

APPETITE FOR DISCUSSION: COMMENTS ON E&A #12 

�x Brazilian Interactive fiction �² part II (Pedro Panhoca da Silva & Maira Zucolotto) 
�x Cowman Baloney Face #8 (Matt Stevens) 
�x �)�L�U�H�G�U�D�N�H�·�V���+�R�D�U�G���1�R����10 (Roger BW) 
�x Reddened Stars No. 11 (John Redden) 
�x Twisting the Rope #12 (Myles Corcoran) 
�x Age of Menace #249 (Brian Christopher Misiaszek) 
�x Cts on lastish (Clark Timmins) 
�x Attack of Opportunity #11 (Dylan Capel) 
�x Shiny Math Rocks #8 (Elf) 
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�x Accidental Recall #11 (Joshua Kronengold) 
�x Computocracy (Jim Vassilakos) 
�x Convention: North Star 9 (Timothy Collinson) 

Brazilian Interactive fiction �² part II: Coração Acelerando (1998) (Pedro Panhoca da 
Silva & Maira Zucolotto): I enjoy your essays on Brazilian interactive fiction. You two 
keep the reviews balanced even when confronted with qualities like � f́alse interactivity.�µ 
Please keep these essays coming. 

Cowman Baloney Face #8 (Matt Stevens): Matt Stevens! I am late to the party, but my 
recent reading of older A&Es turned up something interesting (that E&Aers might have 
discussed): you had compiled an author index for A&E a couple of decades ago, right? 
As one who engaged in a similar but more focused project (Subject Matter Index of 
Arduin/Hargrave Content in A&E), I certify you as a madman. 

RYCT Elf: I am also on Team �¶Name Your Town NPCs, Adventure Writer�·. It is not the sort 
of thing that I want to have to think about on the fly, so I end up adding character names 
to town & adventure keys anyway. Name generators help. 

�)�L�U�H�G�U�D�N�H�·�V���+�R�D�U�G���1�R�������������5�R�J�H�U���%�:���� RYCT Clark that setting-rich RPG products should 
provide gameable information, hear, hear! I like your opinion about naming some tactics 
that rival factions use against one another. This information is immediately useable at the 
table & a referee (or clever, manipulative PCs) could use the standard modus operandi 
as a departure point. As Matt & I have both written, sometimes it is onerous to decide 
what it is in the middle of a game session. 

Reddened Stars No. 11 (John Redden): It is great to see you in print again. Felicitations 
on your successful surgery! I love the inspiration for your Face of God. 

RYCTM, I also wished I had gotten into Arduin when I first heard about it, late as it was 
(between 1988 and 1993; Hargrave had already died). Typo as a miscast is great. I 
think I will yoink that. 

Your scheme of having obvious buildings obvious to the PCs & keyed in advance, while 
reserving others for future definition is sensible. I can see it satisfying referee & players 
alike. Ice skating jokes�« how about this one? I wrote on our ice skating white board, 
� Ŕemember to channel your Ina Bauer!�µ 

Twisting the Rope #12 (Myles Corcoran): � D́on�·t try to wake me in the morning.�µ That is 
from � Ásleep,�µ by The Smiths. Great song. I did have to look up the lyrics, however, as I 
have heard it much less often than much of their catalog. Also musical regardence: 
Stereolab is a terrific band. Good on you & Sam; thank you for the congratulations.  

Age of Menace #249 (Brian Christopher Misiaszek): Thanks for the good wishes, Brian! 
I hope the second installment of B&B review thish satisfies. Cute picture of Lauren & Co. 

Cts on lastish (Clark Timmins): RYCTM about player-facing Elarian history, I suppose 
players have varying degrees of interest in that sort thing. I enjoy reading in any case. It 
is inspiring for historical developments in my own games. 
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Our peek behind Arduin�·s Portal to Adventure continues thish, good sir! It will be a few 
installments before I exhaust Barrows & Borderlands & tackle the Arduin material in the 
box set, especially with my work on a special Arduin project for its fiftieth anniversary 
next year. 

Attack of Opportunity #11 (Dylan Capel): RYCTM, the PCs who want to start a are 
both affiliated with the Church of St. Cuthbert, which has a meetinghouse & two mid-level 
clerics in Hommlet. The PCs intend to operate the hospital on a free basis. The nearby 
threat of the Temple of Elemental Evil has hijacked those plans for the time being. The 
hamlet�·s reception of the Ironheart brothers plan was underwhelming to the PCs & their 
player�³ even the local clerics were puzzled at the concept of a hospital or its need. I 
had suspected that the two clerics & druid in Hommlet had sufficient casting ability to 
keep disease outbreak tamped down. It was just an intuition garnered from looking at 
the number of spells that these NPCs could wield in a day & reading the AD&D (1e) 
Dungeon Masters Guide�·s probability charts for contracting disease or parasites. My 
simulation corroborated my instinct, as it turns out. I will write up the simulation for a 
future ish. Oh, the hospital idea also flopped because I do not regard Greyhawk as 
having a remotely modern medical sensibility & the PCs presentation was decidedly 
� áhead of their time.�µ 

Shiny Math Rocks #8 (Elf): RYCTM on religion, treatment of the dead, & undead in 
RPGs, yes to all that you wrote. In our AD&D campaign, I introduced the concept of 
unburied human or humanoid bodies becoming restless dead (undead) because of the 
lack of proper rites & divine propitiation. Part of the reason that I did this was cos a 
player was grousing about how � d́umb & useless�µ the ceremony spell from Unearthed 
Arcana is�³ who needs a burial ceremony in an RPG, like? I put on my anthropologist hat 
& asked myself, � Ẃhat are some of the reasons that people in the real world have 
burial rites at all & what do they purport to address?�µ. Undeath, moving souls to the 
afterlife, & others came to mind. My buddies really dug the sense of verisimilitude that 
this brought to our game, although it had some freaky consequences once in the hands of 
the Frog Leg Gang! They have, in fact, encountered the zombie of a former hireling, with 
all the shock & breast-beating that that entailed. It was awesome! 

Accidental Recall #11 (Joshua Kronengold) RYCTM on magic-users, did you really 
read � ḿaster�µ as � ḿonster,�µ or was it a typo? Hilarious in any case. Also cool. I would 
like to run a world in which magic-users had to study under monsters for specific powers. 
Excellent & weighty ethical conundrums would likely result! 

Computocracy (Jim Vassilakos): Thank you for providing the link to your zine 
database. Like I wrote to you by email, I have started using it for my new Arduin project. 
RYCT E&A by email on June 20, 2026, what is the addiction? Gaming or apa 
production? 

Convention: North Star 9 (Timothy Collinson): North Star Con? Go Sheffo (even if it is 
hard to get to). I appreciate your convictions about the meaning of � ín the image of 
God�µ & creativity. I will check out Spark. 

Happy Fathers�· Day! 
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Recap from E&A #11, AoM# 248:   By 7:30 p.m. on August 
12th, 1933, Mazorra stands on the brink. A disastro us 
shootout inside the Director's Manse has left the P orra 
divided and trapped with Machado's body double.   
 
Elsewhere, the Investigators pursue separate crises  across 
the asylum. El Rey  has seized La Oficina,  El General  
commands a loyal patient army, and radio reports wa rn that 
an angry anti-Machado mob is marching on Mazorra. T he 
fate of the institution may be decided before dawn.  
 
Key Events: 
 
6:30 pm El General  speaks to his Grande ArmŽe  
7:30 Ultimatum delivered to the DirectorÕs Manse. 
7:45 Lt. Cordero makes the Mazorra Vault offer. 
7:50 Cordero/Gandia Pact struck. 
7:55 Descent to the Vault begins. 
8:00 Aeroporto Mob arrives (see upcoming AoM #251) 
9:00 El ReyÕs ultimatum expires while the vault expedition 
is still underground. 
~9:20 to 9:30 MazorraÕs treasure Vault opens, the V ault 
Doom Clock  starts, & Claudio Ôthe MuteÕ acts.  
 

 
Tonight, you are the Wall! 
(ÒEsta noche tœ eres el muro!")   

 

By 6:30 p.m., ÒGeneralÓ Professor Gaspar Olivares, aka El 
General and la Espada de la Corona , has transformed the 
eastern grounds of Mazorra into something between p arade 
ground and mass delusion made operational. 

Years of harmless drills now prove useful. More tha n six 
hundred male patients stand in rough ranks along th e 
main east-west Avenida çlvarez-Cerice .  Others are 
stationed at the railway corridor, and approaches t o La 
Oficina, M1 and M12 They wear hospital whites, work 
jackets, straw hats, scavenged belts, and coloured laundry 
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sashes used as insignia. Brooms, rakes, shovel hand les, 
and crutches are wielded like rifles. A few of his select men 
even have those. 

In the failing light and rain, with hundreds of fac es fixed 
toward the gate, it looks almost like an army from a military 
painting done by Horace Vernet,  or ƒdouard Detaille.  

Olivares stands on an overturned laundry cart, whit e coat 
belted with a red sash. One hand rest briefly insid e his coat 
before he extends it toward the closed gate. 

ÒSoldiers of the Crown. Soldiers of the Mazorra! Beh ind 
you are the sick, the hungry, the children, the 
frightened, and those who cannot understand why the  
world has grown loud. Before you is the gate. Beyon d 
it come men with anger in their mouths and fire in their 
hands. Some seek justice. Some seek brothers and 
sons. Some seek only what they can steal. Or burn.  

ÒWe will not strike first. We will not chase rumour s. We 
will not abandon formation. A broom handle held wit h 
discipline is worth more than a rifle held by a cow ard. 
A gate held with courage is worth more than a palac e 
taken by thieves. 

ÒEl Rey speaks for judgment. I hold the ground. You  
will obey your marshals & captains. You will protec t 
the wards. No Porra man escapes through our lines. 
No mob enters among the helpless. Prisoners are 
seized, not beaten. The wounded are carried, not 
trampled. Those who surrender live to be named.Ó 

Rain runs down his face. For a moment the old profe ssorÕs 
voice softens. 

ÒYou have been called mad. Tonight, be orderly. You  
have been called useless. Tonight, be necessary. Yo u 
have been locked behind walls. Tonight, you are the 
wall! Ó 

Then, louder over the sudden roar of cheers: 

ÒAn army of men is not made by their weapons. It is  
made by obedience, courage, and the refusal to brea k 
when lesser men run. Hold fast, my soldiers. Histor y 
is watching through the rain.Ó 

El General leaves his cheering men and returns with a 
phalanx of ÒMarshalsÓ to his command post: the four th-
floor M1 boardroom. From there, using runners, sign al 
whistles, hand flags, and commandeered telephones, he 
exerts steady if delusional control. His orders are  
Napoleonic, grandiose, but his Marshals understand the 
practical meaning: hold the gate, watch the tracks,  stop 
looters, protect the wards, and do not strike unles s struck. 

El GeneralÕs  Grande ArmŽe 
 
Gaspar Olivares ÒGrande ArmŽe de la MazorraÓ is div ided 
into two main battalions, two smaller reserves, & a  Labour 
detail. 
 
Unit # Position Function 
Battalion I: 
Gate Guard ~240 Main gate, Boyeros 

Road approach 
Blocks the airport mob, forms 
ranks, man mobile barricades 

Battalion II: 
Rail Guard ~180 

Railway platform, 
service spur, east 
road 

Controls train access, watches 
for Porra escape or armed 
arrivals 

Mobile 
Reserve ~40 

Between M1, La 
Oficina, stables, 
and laundry routes 

Carries messages, plugs gaps, 
escorts VIPs, reacts to 
breakthroughs 

Guard 
Reserve ~60 

Female Dept. 
pavilions B, C & D; 
ChildrenÕs pavilion, 
M1 & M2 

Block entry, protect the 
vulnerable women, Children, & 
infirmaries, sound alarm. 

Labour 
Detail ~120+ 

Based behind the 
lines at New 
Laundry Pavilion 

Hauls brick-loaded laundry-
carts, man fire-brigade if 
arsonists, deliver troop meals. 

 
The mobile reserve is one of the most useful parts of his 
army. It includes patients with bicycles, laundry c arts, 
wheelbarrows, mules from the agricultural colony, a nd a 
even commandeered fire-truck.  
 
El GeneralÕs  Grand Battery 
 

 
 
By dusk, El GeneralÕs reserve has turned Avenida çlvarez-
Cerice into a defensive line. His men have opened four 
manholes along the road and tapped both the water m ain 
and the steam line running from the New Laundry Pavilion  
toward the hydrotherapy wards in M2, La Oficina , the two 
Manses, and parts of the ChildrenÕs Pavilion.  
 
At each marked blue G on the map, one water hose and one 
steam hose have been tapped to underground connecti ons 
and then have been hauled through open manhole cove rs 
above ground, fitted with nozzles, and braced in br ick-
weighted laundry carts packed with lumber. Such artillery 
carts are already aimed down likely approaches. A fire tr uck 
across from the DirectorÕs Manse is parked and waiting in the 
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open western-most  garage To El General, these are not 
industrial hoses. They are artillery pieces. 
 
 

 
 
 

KeeperÕs Note:  Water/Steam Hoses:  The hoses are semi-fixed 
weapons. El GeneralÕs men use them defensively, not as 
precision weapons. 

Pressurized Water Hose ( hospital, laundry, or fire truck 
hose ): STR 60+ or two operators. DEX/Mechanical Repair to  
aim. Target rolls STR or DEX or is knocked prone an d pushed 
1D6 feet; 1D3 damage if slammed into something. 

Steam hose:  STR/Mechanical Repair  to open safely. Targets 
roll D odge/DEX  to avoid. 1D6 damage, CON or lose next 
action and suffer Penalty Die for 1D6 rounds. Steam  cloud 10Õ 
radius gives Penalty Die to vision-based rolls for 1D4 rounds. 

 
El GeneralÕs armyÕs strength is mass, obedience, and local 
knowledge. Its weaknesses are fear, confusion, hung er, and 
the fact that while El GeneralÕs military vocabulary is 
accurate, their understanding of very practical ord ers may 
not be fully understood by others who have mental h ealth 
issues like delusions and paranoia of their own.  
 

KeeperÕs Note : Running El GeneralÕs  Army.  Treat the army as 
an environmental force, not six hundred When the In vestigators 
act with, against, or through El GeneralÕs troops, decide which of 
the following applies: 
 
Situation Effect 

Clear order from El General or 
trusted officer 

Patients act with surprising discipline 

Conflicting order from El Rey, 
guards, or PA 

Delay, argument, or split response 

Gunfire nearby Front ranks hold only on a Hard POW 
or Leadership success 

Fire, screams, Twsha victim, or 
Leopard Man attack 

One company wavers or breaks 

Investigator gives practical help Bonus Die if framed as Òorders,Ó 
Òdispatches,Ó or Òfield intelligenceÓ 

Investigator mocks the delusion Immediate hostility, obstruction, or 
detention as a ÒspyÓ 

 
Useful skills for the Investigators to consider: Persuade, Charm, 
Intimidate, Psychology, Military Science, History, Spanish, 
Navigate, Spot Hidden, Listen.  

 
 

Teresa PachecoÕs PA Proclamations for El Rey : 

Once El ReyÕs courtiers seize La Oficina , Teresa Pacheco 
remains at the switchboard, not as a prisoner but a s the 
CrownÕs reluctant voice. Her announcements are calm , 
formal, and strangely practical. Across Mazorra, pa tients, 
nurses, guards, cooks, & hiding Porra hear the same  
impossible thing: the hospital now has a government . 

SIDE-BAR:  PA  PROCLAMATIONS AFTER 5 P.M.: The proclamations 
below are not mere colour. They are El ReyÕs attempt to make the 
uprising sound lawful, organized, and merciful before panic, hunger, 
and vengeance pull the institution apart. 
 
¥! 5:44 p.m. ÒBy order of the Emergency Patient Council, all kitchen 

staff are thanked for their service and instructed to continue 
distribution of food without favour or punishment. Any person 
withholding food, medicine, or water from patients will be named 
before witnesses.Ó 

 
¥! 6:31 p.m. ÒCitizens of Mazorra. His MajestyÕs Council reminds all 

persons that the fall of tyrants does not abolish judgment. Prisoners 
are not to be struck. Records are not to be burned. The guilty will be 
named, and the helpless will be protected. Any staff member wishing 
to confess abuses may present themselves at La Oficina under 
escort.Ó 

 
¥! 7:08 p.m. ÒNotice to all wards, staff residences, and exterior posts. 

Headlights have been seen passing south on the Boyeros Road. No 
patient is to approach the east gate unless assigned to El GeneralÕs 
line. Families outside are not enemies. Looters are not liberators. 
Porra men attempting to flee under cover of darkness will be 
detained and held for examination.Ó 

 

KeeperÕs Note:  Teresa & Tessa at the Switchboard: Teresa 
Pacheco makes the first proclamations herself; everyone knows 
her voice.  Later, as calls multiply & El ReyÕs courtiers crowd 
La Oficina, she puts her daughter Tessa on the PA while Teresa 
handles the switchboard, listens to outside lines, & decides 
which messages are allowed through. Tessa is fright ened but 
obedient. If pressured or deceived, she may read th e wrong 
order aloud, cut off the right one, or accidentally  broadcast a 
private conversation across Mazorra. 

 
YolandaÕs Tearful Reunion 
!

!
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After persuading El GeneralÕs sentries to let her cross their 
Òmilitary linesÓ at 17:15, RN Yolanda Heres makes h er way 
into the old M1 substructure and finds ZorrillaÕs A uxiliary 
Laboratory. She is exhausted, frightened, and still  shaken 
by witnessed Yobama murdering Dr. Llerena.   

Inside, Yolanda finds Zorrilla alive, but visibly a ltered by 
Twsha and trying to remain composed. Their reunion is 
immediate and painful. She moves toward him at once , 
reaching for his bare hand, before Dra. Coutinho or  another 
Investigator can warn her not to touch his exposed skin.  

KeeperÕs Note:  For one suspended second, Yolanda looks not 
at Coutinho, Gil, or the Investigators, but at Zorr illaÕs 
uncovered hand. Ask plainly: ÒWho stops her, and ho w?Ó 

Once steadied, Yolanda asks what needs doing. If tr eated 
with basic kindness, she becomes useful immediately . She 
organizes clean gloves, gowns, gauze masks, basins,  and 
cloths; records pulse and temperature; and helps ca lm 
Zorrilla whenever his fascination with his own cond ition 
threatens to override sense. 

Mazorra Gate Guards 

The Main Gate is held by Mazorra guards Pepe SabatŽs  (25, 
deaf in one ear, and backs down in a fight) & çlvaro Recio  
(20, secretly sympathetic to the A.B.C.), neither o f whom 
belongs to the Porra. Their small sentry office is built into 
the north side of the gatehouse wall, with a barred  
observation window, steel hurricane shutter, doors to the 
pedestrian passage and main avenue, and a ladder to  the 
flat roof, flagpole, and escape-searchlight. 

Shortly after dusk, a patient-soldier emissary from  El 
General  arrives with four riflemen of the Grand ArmŽe . They 
politely inform the alarmed guards that they may re main at 
their posts. The patients are only reinforcing the gate 
against the airport mob, which may now be marching on 
Mazorra.  

 

With no orders from Capt. Gand’a, increasingly biza rre PA 
announcements, and armed patients before them, Saba tŽs 
and Recio hesitate. Yet the patients neither threat en them 
nor demand their weapons. SabatŽs is unsettled; Rec io sees 
proof that MachadoÕs order is collapsing.  

By nightfall, guards and patients stand watch toget her, 
each uncertain who truly commands whom. 

SIDE-BAR:  MAZORRA GUARD STATUS (7:00 p.m., Aug. 12, 1933):  
 
Mazorra's security force is near collapse. Only 12 deployable guards plus 
Capt. Gand’a remain available. Of the original Porra-loyal contingent, one 
guard is dead, one critically wounded, and one lightly wounded. Only 4 Porra 
loyalists who are armed remain under Gand’a's direct control: Leopoldo 
Enr’quez, Manuel Barbe, Oswaldo Miranda, & Jesœs Nadal. The remaining are 
exhausted, uncertain of events outside the asylum, & increasingly reluctant 
to obey orders. While some remain on post beyond their shifts, others never 
reported in.  
 
Current Deployment 

¥! Main East Gate: 2 rifle-armed guards  

¥! M1 Pavilion: 1 guard  

¥! M2 Pavilion: 1 guard  

¥! Male Violent/Refractory Pavilion: 1 guard  

¥! Female Violent/Refractory Pavilion: 1 guard  

¥! Grounds patrol with dogs: 2 guards  

¥! Remaining Porra guards + Gand’a form a mobile reserve.  
 
One guard recovering from Srta. VaronaÕs paint-fume exposure remains in the 
barracks. The lightly wounded Vicente Beltr‡n may also be present. If he 
escaped earlier events, Jorge Dolz has gone to ground with the Leopard Men 
Cult in the Old Laundry Pavilion. 
 
Equipment 

¥! Most guards carry only truncheons & handcuffs.  

¥! Gand’a & his Porra loyalists carry .38 service revolvers.  

¥! The two East Gate guards also have Mauser rifles  
 
Guard Cohesion 
 
Mazorra's guards are close to breaking. When confronted by violence, 
supernatural events, conflicting orders, or prolonged stress. Roll 1D6: 
 

D6 Reaction 
1-2  Hold position 3-4  Hesitate 
5  Withdraw 6  Abandon Post* 

*Porra loyalists ignore this result unless isolated or ordered to surrender. 

 

SIDE-BAR - CORDEROÕS ESCORT MEN AVAILABLE FOR ACTION: Teniente  
(Lt.) Esteban Corde roÕs Presidential Escort Porra should be tracked 
separately. They are not Mazorra guards, and do not answer naturally to 
Gand’a. After the Manse shootout, only Lt. Cordero and his 5 men 
Sargento (Sgt.) Tom‡s Arencibia, Cabo (Cpl.) Raœl Ferrer (mechanic/ 
driver), FŽlix Ochoa, Julio BŽcquer, & Anselmo Qui–ones remain unhurt or 
lightly wounded enough for immediate action.  

CorderoÕs Presidential Escort are better armed: Lt. Cordera & his two 
other officers carry Colt .45 automatics with spare magazines (1d10+2), 
while his other men retain .38 revolvers (1d10). A Thompson was secured 
in the Escort car, but is now in the hands of El ReyÕs men. They may 
cooperate with Gand’a, but their first loyalty is to their own escape, the 
recovery of MachadoÕs property, and preventing themselves from being 
handed over to the mob. 
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DIRECTOR'S MANSE CRISIS (7:30 p.m.) 
 
At 7:30 p.m., a burst of feedback shrieks across th e Mazorra 
PA system. A moment later comes Se–ora Teresa PachecoÕs 
strained voice, reading from a paper she has plainl y been 
handed: 
 
ÒBy order of the Crown, all armed servants of the fallen tyrant inside the 
DirectorÕs Manse are to surrender their weapons and stand for judgment. No 
prisoner is to be struck before examination. The guilty shall be named. The 
innocent shall be released.Ó 
 
The Public Address system order is followed almost 
immediately by action. 
 

 
 
Urratia, El ReyÕs man, arrives at the DirectorÕs Manse with 
eight of El ReyÕs courtiers, arrives at the DirectorÕs Manse 
with eight of El ReyÕs courtiers, supported by armed riflemen 
loaned from El GeneralÕs army. The arrest party moves 
quickly, but not wildly. The lone Presidential Esco rt guard 
covering the front approach is rushed, disarmed, an d bound 
before he can fire. The two vehicles parked outside  the Manse 
are seized and pushed back from the portico, denyin g 
Gand’a and Cordero any simple escape.  Urrutia then  orders 
the courtiers into cover and places the riflemen wh ere they 
can command the front and side approaches. 
 
The Manse is surrounded, but not yet assaulted. 
 
Inside the Manse are Captain Gand’a  and his surviving 
Porra, Lt. Cordero  and his Presidential Escort men, Salvatore 
MŽndez (the body double of Geraldo Machado), Esperanza 
Hidalgo-Gato,  Dr. Santiago Prats,  and any Investigators 
present. The air is thick with smoke, blood, fear, and failed 
authority.  
 
A patient courtier wearing a robe over a threadbare  grey 
smock with a stencilled number on the front approac hes the 
front door under UrrutiaÕs watch. He carries himsel f with 
immense seriousness, holding a sealed envelope in b oth 
hands. If no one answers, he slips it through the m ail slot, 
steps back, and bows to the house as if withdrawing  from a 
royal audience.  
 

The Royal Letter : The envelope is addressed in careful 
handwriting: To Captain Alberto Gand’a, Lieutenant Cordero, 
and all armed servants of the former Machado author ity 
presently enclosed within the DirectorÕs Manse.  
 
Inside is a formal notice, stamped with a crude wax  seal 
impressed by what looks like a brass coat button. 
 
[English Translation] 
 

By command of His Majesty Don Reynaldo Fontanilla, Alfonso XI I I , 

lawful King in exile and Protector of the sick of the Casa General de 

Dementes de Mazorra: 

 

All armed agents of the Porra, the Presidential Escort, and all other servants 

of the fallen tyrant are ordered to surrender their firearms, knives, clubs, 

keys, papers, and instruments of violence. 

 

Any person who has not taken arms against the patients shall be released 

unharmed. The wounded shall receive medical care, though they may remain 

under custody until their responsibility is determined. No prisoner shall be 

beaten, hidden, executed, or delivered to the crowd before judgment. The 

guilty shall be named before witnesses. The innocent shall be protected. 

 

You have until nine o!clock tonight to answer. Your reply may be given by 

telephone to the Main Switchboard, where His Majesty!s secretary will receive 

and transmit your words. 

 

If you refuse, you shall be considered armed fugitives inside an institution 

under royal protection and subdued when His Majesty judges it necessary. 
 
Given at Mazorra, at half past seven in the evening, 

by order of His Majesty, 

Se" or Anselmo Vald#s 

Provisional Secretary of Justice of the Crown 

Casa General de Dementes de M azorra 

 
 
 

SIDE-BAR - What the Letter Does: This is not simply a demand for surrender. 
It dramatically changes the situation inside the Manse. Capt. Gand’a now 
viscerally understands at once that the patients now control La Oficina, the 
switchboard, the PA system, and the grounds outside the Manse.  He also 
understands that the language of ÒjudgmentÓ is dangerous. If El Rey can 
produce witnesses, prisoners, files, or testimony, Gand’a may no longer be 
merely trapped. He may be exposed to severe judgement from either the 
in-patients or from any successor Machado government. Papers retrieved 
from his office safe now on his person are now uncomfortably damning and 
dangerous.  

Lt. Cordero reads the letter differently. He sees time. Until nine oÕclock, the 
patients are not storming the Manse. That gives him room to bargain, 
threaten, or reveal the existence of MachadoÕs treasure vault.  

As for the others, Esperanza recognizes the administrative power of the 
notice. It is absurd, but it is also orderly. Someone outside is trying to create 
process rather than slaughter. If treated respectfully, she may begin to see 
El ReyÕs court as a temporary structure she can use. Dr. Prats is quietly 
impressed and alarmed. The language is mad only in costume. Its 
principles are clearer than anything Gand’a has offered all day. 
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Immediate Reactions Inside the Manse 
 
Gand’aÕs first instinct is to reject the letter as lunacy. He may 
snarl that he does not surrender to inmates, kings,  saints, 
or stage actors. But he does not order an immediate  
breakout unless pushed. He looks instead to the win dows, 
the vehicles, the telephones, and the wounded. He i s 
calculating. 
 
 Lt. Cordero stays focused. He asks who controls th e roads, 
whether the main gate is still held, and whether th e outside 
telephone line truly works (it does not). If he bel ieves escape 
by vehicle is impossible, he begins looking for ano ther route 
out. 
 
Esperanza  asks to see the letter; Cordero hands it to her 
(which she notices). She reads it twice, then says quietly: 
ÒWhoever wrote this knows what a government is supp osed 
to sound like.Ó 
 

 
 
Dr. Santiago Prats offers to tend the wounded, incl uding 
wounded Porra. This may prevent panic, but it also lets him 
move through the room, assess weapons, and quietly speak 
to any Investigator. 
 
Salvatore MŽndez , body double remains either awake or 
semi-conscious, depending on the KeeperÕs needs. If  he 
wakes fully with the help of the Investigators rend ering First 
Aid or Healing successfully, he may worsen the cris is by 
begging not to be handed over as Machado. 
 
If the Telephone Is Used 
 
A call to La Oficina  is answered by one of El ReyÕs courtiers, 
who speaks with grave formality and relays messages  aloud. 
Teresa Pacheco is nearby at the switchboard, fright ened but 
listening. El Rey  may not speak directly at first. He lets his 
courtier take testimony, as if preserving procedure . 
 
Possible telephone replies from the courtier: 
 
¥! ÒHis Majesty asks whether Captain Gand’a denies 

command of the Porra at Mazorra.Ó 
¥! ÒHis Majesty asks whether the wounded are being 

tended.Ó 

¥! ÒHis Majesty commands that Se–orita Esperanza 
Hidalgo-Gato, Dr. Prats, and any Visitors be releas ed 
unharmed.Ó 

¥! ÒHis Majesty reminds all present that a king who ca nnot 
restrain his own soldiers is no king.Ó 

 
This last line should land hard. It applies to El Rey, El 
General, Gand’a, Cordero , and both President (& Director) 
Machado alike. 
 
If No Answer Is Immediately Given 
 
At 8:00 p.m., the PA repeats a shorter version of t he demand. 
By then, rumours of the airport mob are spreading. The 
deadline remains nine oÕclock, but pressure increas es as 
more patients gather at a distance to watch the Man se. 
 
Urrutia does not permit the courtiers to beat their  Escort 
Porra prisoner or rush the doors. If one of El ReyÕs men 
becomes excited, Urrutia physically pulls him back and says: 
ÒNo. The King said judgment.Ó 
 
This makes Urrutia more than muscle. He becomes the  only 
thing preventing the Manse siege from becoming a ly nching. 
 
If the Investigators Mediate 
 
Investigators can buy time, secure hostages, protec t 
Esperanza or Prats, arrange care for the wounded, o r press 
for release of non-combatants. They may also realiz e that El 
ReyÕs court, however delusional its ruler is, is current ly the 
only force trying to impose rules on the collapse. 
 

KeeperÕs Note:  Investigators can create leverage to intervene: 
medical authority, witnesses, control of a doorway,  an open 
telephone line, written notes, or evidence against one faction. 
They can successfully establish the following terms : 
1. ! Wounded men are treated under Dr. PratsÕ supervisio n. 
2. ! Esperanza & any non-combatants may leave or remain by 

choice. 
3. ! All armed men stay inside until a formal surrender is 

arranged. 
4. ! No one is handed to the mob. 
5. ! Gand’a & Cordero may speak by telephone, but not 

privately. 

 

SIDE-BAR- CORDEROÕS SECRET LEVERAGE:  Captain Gand’a does not know 
the full truth of the treasure store beneath Mazorra. He knows only that 
Director Machado reacts with unusual speed whenever certain messages 
arrive from his presidential cousin, and that those orders often involve the 
Old Laundry Pavilion, sealed passages, sudden ÒmaintenanceÓ clearances, 
or the removal of witnesses from inconvenient places. Over the years, 
Gand’a has seen enough to understand that Mazorra hides more than 
patients. But he does not know how the hidden reserve is reached. He does 
not know ClaudioÕs true role. He does not know the access procedure, the 
signals, or which parts of the old substructure remain usable. 
 
Lt. Cordero does. Cordero has assisted past discreet extractions for the 
Presidential Escort. He knows that Claudio, the mute patient, is no patient 
at all, but a concealed Porra guard assigned to the vault. He knows there is 
an access route, a procedure, and a way to remove portable wealth if the 
right men reach the place in time. 
 
He also knows something Gand’a does not fully understand: the vault was 
never meant to serve Mazorra. It was meant to serve Machado. 
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CorderoÕs Mazorra Vault Offer 

After reading El ReyÕs ultimatum, Cordero lets the silence 
lengthen. Lanterns move across the grounds below. T he 
Manse is not yet under assault, but it is surrounde d. 

ÒThey have given us until nine,Ó Cordero says. 

Gand’a snaps, ÒLunatics do not give terms.Ó 

ÒNo,Ó Cordero says. ÒMen with rifles do.Ó 

He draws Gand’a a few steps away from Esperanza, Dr . 
Prats, and any Investigators present. 

ÒWe still have the American money. Enough to buy a 
delay, perhaps a door, perhaps one frightened court ier 
willing to return a car. But not enough for all of us. Not 
safely.Ó 

Gand’aÕs eyes narrow. ÒYou have something else to s ay.Ó 

ÒThere is more under the Old Laundry.Ó 

ÒI know that much.Ó 

ÒYou know rumours. I know the man who guards it.Ó 

For the first time, Gand’a goes still. 

ÒThe mute. Claudio. He is not what your staff think  he is. I 
have the route, keys, lock combination, countersign , and 
enough authority that he may still obey. Without me , you 
have guesses. Without you, I cannot get my men thro ugh 
this madhouse.Ó 

Gand’a looks back at El ReyÕs letter. ÒAnd then?Ó 

ÒThen we stop bargaining like prisoners. We recover  tyrant 
money and offer it as royal treasure, placed under 
protection for the patients.Ó 

ÒTribute,Ó Gand’a says sourly. 

ÒPublicly, yes. Privately, passage.Ó 

Cordero glances at the scattered currency, the woun ded 
men, and the unconscious body double. 

ÒWe do not need all of it. The bullion buys the Kin gÕs 
honour. The paper money buys our road out.Ó 

Gand’a understands both the opportunity and the ins ult. 
Cordero is proposing to use MachadoÕs own hidden we alth 
to bribe madmen into saving them from MachadoÕs 
collapse. 

ÒIf we leave this here,Ó Gand’a says, Òwe may not g et back 
in.Ó 

ÒIf we stay,Ó Cordero answers, Òwe may not leave it  at all.Ó 

SIDE-BAR WHAT THIS CHANGES Lt. CorderoÕs revelation turns the Manse 
crisis into an escape opportunity. Until now, Gand’a has only a doubtful 
escape fund and a shrinking number of armed men. Cordero offers 
something better: a way to reach the Mazorra vault, recover enough 
treasure to bribe El ReyÕs court, and perhaps escape under Òroyal 
protection.Ó Cordero cares about the vault as leverage, not treasure. 
Gand’a cares about both. The American money remains useful but 
suspect, since some may be spoiled, crushed, damp, counterfeit, or 
impossible to sort quickly. The bullion is too heavy to move easily, but too 
tempting for Gand’a to ignore. If Cordero speaks openly, everyone in the 
room hears enough to understand that money and the Old Laundry are 
involved. If he speaks privately, allow nearby Investigators Listen or Spot 
Hidden Hard success catches ÒOld Laundry,Ó Òreserve,Ó or ÒClaudio.Ó 
Extreme success reveals the deeper point: Claudio is not a patient, and 
Cordero may know how to reach MachadoÕs hidden store. 

Vault Storm-Drain Shortcut 

 

Lt. Cordera explains that the Ôsimulated cloudburst Õ was 
the previous formal extraction protocol. It is how a prepared 
Porra team removes heavy crates through the Female 
DeptÕs Violent/Refractory airing yard: hydrants, sa ndbags, 
the float-controlled north gate, hoists, carts, & a  final 
washdown to hide evidence of passage. This cannot b e 
safely repeated. El GeneralÕs ÒGrand BatteryÓ has tapped 
the Mazorra water mains, reducing pressure. The for mal 
route requires all four hydrants running at full fo rce, 
sustained head in the junction chamber, and enough 
concentrated flow into the stilling-well intake to raise the 
hidden float and keep the north gate open. With pre ssure 
reduced, the yard would flood visibly and alert El GeneralÕs 
men, while the north gate might fail to lift, or dr op without 
warning. 

Poring over Underground Mazorra maps, Cordero point s to 
another way in (see map). The Mazorra Vault lies ju st south 
of the Old Laundry Pavilion. Its main entrance is reached 
through a dormant east-west sewer spur north of the  
chamber. A separate dormant north-south sewer runs 
along the vaultÕs east side at a different level an d does not 
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connect. To the west and partly beneath the failed side of 
the chamber, an old north-south storm drain runs pa rallel 
to the vault. A newer working north-south sewer lie s 
beyond that, but they can access the dormant line t hrough 
a ceiling access panel.  

Their pact is struck by 7:50. Five minutes later, t heir small 
armed party descends through the Manse sewer entry.   

Journey to the Vault 

 

Capt. Gand’a, Lt. Cordero, their surviving men, MŽn dez, 
Esperanza, & any Investigators present enter the 
Underground Mazorra through the sewer access beneat h 
the DirectorÕs Manse. They take all the paper curre ncy, 
cramming it all into pillowcases, split between Gan d’aÕs and 
CorderoÕs men. Esperanza just has time to change in  her 
bedroom into dungaree coveralls, boots, gloves, and  a work 
cap. She slips her two-shot .22 derringer into the bib of her 
coveralls. 

KeeperÕs Note:  The six currency bags weighs only 7.5 lbs each  
but the bags are bulky, damp-prone, and awkward in the 
tunnels. Any man carrying one has a Penalty Die to Climb , 
Dodge, or combat rolls without dropping. 

Accessing the line via a service hatch in the Manse Õs 
scullery, the party descends, & closes the hatch.  They 
follow the Manse sewer north line to the main trunk , then 
crosses into the newer east-west storm drain. Corde roÕs 
square-key opens a bolted hatch into a dormant nort h-
south storm drain running beside the vaultÕs west w all. 
When the hatch comes free, trapped runoff (from the  earlier 
simulated cloudburst ) spills out in a cold rush, then 
dwindles to a foul trickle. The ÒdormantÓ drain bey ond is 
slick, & treacherous underfoot [ KN : Penalty to movement rolls ]. 

They proceed north in single file by lantern light,  measuring 
distance carefully. At 112 metres they find a thick , three-
foot iron inspection panel set into the storm-drain  ceiling. 
This service plate was installed during the 1927 
reconstruction, allowing trusted insiders to inspec t the 
relation between the vault approach and the adjacen t storm 
drain without using the Female Dept. extraction rou te. 

Opening the ceiling panel takes ~12 filthy minutes.  It 
requires the square-key, crowbars, and two men stra ining 
overhead. One seized bolt must be broken. Above lie s the 
disused east-west sewer line. A short distance alon g its 
south wall, fake construction hoarding conceals the  vault 
antechamber. In their haste, Gand’aÕs men leave the  storm-
drain panel open behind them. This error later matt ers. 

KeeperÕs Note:  The underground trip takes about 35 min of 
cautious single-file movement, plus 5 min to open a nd drain the 
first hatch, and about 12 min to force the ceiling inspection 
panel. Allow another 5 -10 min to reach the hoardin g, clear it, 
and expose the vault door. The Vault can plausibly open around 
9:20 to 9:30 p.m. Not in time for the deadline, but  not too late 
that they cannot make a deal by telephone later fro m some other 
Mazorra location they can later access.   

Claudio may shadow the party from the Manse or pick  up their 
trail at the storm-drain access. Do not announce hi m. Offer one 
chance to notice: a muffled scrape behind them, a s wirling mud 
in the water, or a lantern-shadow briefly crossing the open panel 
below. Spot Hidden  or Listen  detects only that someone is 
following. Hard  success suggests the follower is barefoot, patient -
silent, and moving with practised purpose. 

Revelations in the Mazorra Vault 

 

With all four keys and all but the last combination  number, 
opening the vault is only a matter of time  KN : d10 minutes ].. 
At last, the final number is found. With a metallic  clunk, 
the lock releases. Helped by two of their men the v ault door 
groans outward.  

Gand’a raises his lantern, expecting stacked crates , 
strongboxes, and the reassuring geometry of stolen money. 
Instead, the light falls across cracked flooring, a n empty 
diagonal scar where half the floor should be.  

The western half of the chamber has fallen away. Th e south 
end is worse: a slab of floor hangs lower than the rest, tilted, 
treacherous, and already shedding grit. Beyond it 
everything drops into blackness. Somewhere below, w ater 
runs over stone. The heavier stored treasures are g one. 
Boxes, shelving, safes, metal strongboxes, and bull ion 
crates have slid down into the unseen lower depths.  
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SIDE-BAR HISTORY OF THE MAZORRA VAULT:  The hidden treasure room is 
the latest use of an older plantation substructure beneath the Old Laundry 
labelled the Refugio de Huracanes, or ÒHurricane Shelter.Ó The chamber began 
as part of a sugar & tobacco estate: punishment cellar & secure store-house. It 
was built over a natural limestone sinkhole, which widened insidiously over 
generations. During the plantation era, the same void became a place for 
disposing of the dead. Beneath the broken vault floor lies the Charnel Sink: a 
deep drift of human remains, shifted by floodwater and darkness rather than 
burial. At some point the opening was roughly sealed with poor cement, brick 
masonry, whether to stop the smell, prevent accidents, or hide what lay below. 
The work was crude and never meant to bear the weight now placed upon it. 
Beneath the Charnel Sink, natural limestone fissures & partly flooded 
chambers descend irregularly through to Karst structures toward the deep 
water-table, their full extent is unknown, but may possibly connect to the R’o 
Almendares ~3 km away. 

The Vault Now:  Unknown to anyone, poor quality concrete, compromised 
masonry, & decades of water movement gradually undermined the western 
floor. The 3 am August 12th the Porra extraction team success was the last 
straw; they disturbed the abandoned drainage system used to make their route 
passable. Too much water they released backed into old lines that had 
remained mostly dry for decades. Seepage has softened masonry beneath the 
vault. Heavy bullion, safes, bullion chests, and dense crates stacked along the 
weakened side have already begun to pull the floor apart. 

!
Use the full 10-point Doom Clock only if anyone descends into the 

Charnel Sink. If no one goes below, begin at 8. Each major action under 
pressure moves the clock down by 1: climbing, hauling, looting, fighting, 
forcing a barrier, freeing someone, or grabbing proof. Failed Climb, DEX, 

STR, Mechanical Repair, or reckless gunfire may cost 1 more. 
 

10. The broken floor groans but holds. Dust and mortar drift down. 
9. The Charnel Sink yawns open below. Rope descent is possible, but 
unwise. 
8. First descent or looting attempt. Light proof can be reached. Heavy 
treasure costs another tick. 
7. Bullion crates tilt on the upper ledges. If disturbed by anyone, roll 
1D6: 1-2 shifts but holds; 3-4 one crate falls, Dodge or 2D6 damage; 5 
avalanche, Dodge with Penalty Die or 3D6 and pinned; 6 deep rupture, 
DEX or slide toward a new hole. A direct hit is a Major Wound. 
6. A lower shelf cracks. Water and gravel pour through new seams. The 
sound below changes from dripping to rushing. 
5. Part of the broken floor gives way with a crash. Two more bullion 
crates slip, tilt, and fall. Anything heavy left unsecured begins moving. 
4. The bone drift shifts westward beneath any scavengers. Anyone 
carrying bullion, weapons, Porra loot, or heavy evidence rolls DEX, Climb, 
or Jump with a Penalty Die. 
3. Discipline fractures among the Porra who may refuse orders, drag 
comrades up/back, abandon loot, or threaten anyone blocking escape. 
2. The west wall bows inward. Bricks fall like hard rain. Anyone exposed 
below rolls Dodge or DEX. Success means 1 damage or losing the next 
action taking cover. Failure means 1D6 damage and knocked prone. 
Fumble, or refusing cover, means 2D6 damage and pinned. 
1. One final action is possible: save someone, or seize proof. No one 
can do everything. 
 
0. COLLAPSE. The vault seems to breathe once before giving way. 
The sodden west wall tears loose with a roar of stone, gravel, cement, 
and black water. The floor slides away in sections. The heavy vault door 
tilts in its frame, then crashes into the depths, dragging chains, brick, 
and treasure after it. When the dust and spray thin, only the cracked 
east wall and night-deposit roller ramp still stand. Anything below is lost 
unless the Keeper wants it as a later hook. 
 

!
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The Agony of Gold Below  

Near the vault door lies the first breadcrumb of ba it: a 
broken coin crate, a split leather case spilling ba nk-
wrapped Cuban currency, and enough loose gold coins  in 
to make everyone in the room stop breathing.  

KeeperÕs Note - Treasure on the Shattered Floor:  The spilled 
coin crate contains about 240 old Spanish gold doub loons, worth 
~ $4,000 in 1933 gold value. The Cuban paper curren cy totals 
about $30,000. Each bullion crate further on is an iron-banded 
strongbox about 24 !  14 !  10 inches, packed with twenty-four 
100-troy-ounce gold bars in straw and canvas. Each weighs 
about 200 lb and is worth roughly $50,000. Two stro ng men 
might shift one on level ground. Dragging one acros s a wet, 
cracking vault floor, through a storm-drain panel, and out while 
the vault door is closing is another matter. 

More bullion lies farther at or just below the coll apsing 
floor. Fifteen feet from the door, one banded crate  has split 
and yellow metals glints through straw inside. Two more 
crates sit roughly forty feet away, with another ba lanced 
near the broken western edge of the floor. They are  close 
enough to torment Gand’a, but far enough that reach ing 
them should feel nearly suicidal. About 20 feet bel ow, a 
dozen smaller crates rest on a rubble ledge near th e drift of 
yellowed bone and bone shards. One cracked case gli nts 
faintly. Below the broken floor, lantern light catc hes the 
Charnel Sink  >100 feet down. Other crates have already 
fallen through, leaving impact scars and dark holes  in the 
remaining floor.  

The space beneath the roller ramp is shadowed and e asily 
missed in the first frantic look. A deliberate sear ch with 
lantern or flashlight may reveal sealed storage: a long 
wooden case, waxed boxes, document packets, and a l ong 
metal cylinder. Contents are unknown until opened. The 
wooden case holds serviceable Mauser rifles; the bo xed 
ammunition, 10 boxes, is still dry enough to use. T he 
oilcloth-wrapped cylinder contains a rolled master oil 
painting, one of the three mentioned in AoM #239. 

KeeperÕs Note - The Stuck Document Case:  Wedged 18 feet up 
the night-deposit roller ramp is the rigid black le ather dispatch 
case dropped off by President MachadoÕs Porra Escor t 9 hours 
earlier. It is partly hidden by shadow and dust. A successful Spot 
Hidden  reveals it; if the vault is flooding, the roll req uires a Hard 
success. If the Investigators are already fleeing i n that direction, 
they notice it automatically. !It is roughly the size of a bankerÕs 
box and weighs 18 lb. One person can carry it, but not 
comfortably while climbing, fighting, or crawling. This may be the 
most valuable recoverable treasure in the vault. Go ld is heavy. 
Files can change governments. Retrieving the case c osts 1 tick 
on the Vault Doom Clock.  Choose a method: Hard Climb  plus 
STR or Mechanical Repair  to free it; DEX, Throw , or Mechanical 
Repair  to hook it from below with rope, crowbar, rifle sl ing, or 
improvised pole; Mechanical Repair  to work the rollers; or 
Firearms with a Penalty Die to shoot it loose, foll owed by DEX to 
catch or stop the fall. Failure wastes time, jams t he case, 
damages it, or leaves the retriever in trouble. A f umble risks a 
fall, ricochet, lost case, or another Doom Clock  tick. 

!

SIDE-BAR GANDêAÕS GOLD SALVAGE-MANIA: When Capt. Gand’a first sees 
the ruined Vault, he does not so much lose Sanity (SAN) as refuse it. Reality 
and authority briefly fail. For a few seconds he only stares, pistol lowered, 
as if entering a chapel, tomb, or judgment chamber. Then the explanations 
begin. This cannot be the true vault. Cordero must have tricked him. 
Director Machado must have kept another chamber hidden. His anger 
searches for a target because accepting the truth means accepting that his 
escape chances has already started flickering.  
 
Gand’aÕs final stage is not acceptance, but salvage-mania. He converts 
shock into obsession, becoming cold and practical again, wrongly so. He 
offers shares, forged papers, promotions, safe passage, or threats to 
anyone who will help recover Òonly one crate.Ó If challenged, Gand’a 
escalates: Keeper can choose or roll 1D6. 1) bargains, 2) orders men to 
bullion, 3) forces a rope descent at gunpoint, 4) seizes a hostage, 5) strips 
nearby valuables, or 6) goes himself rather than leave empty-handed. 
 
Gand’a quotes to use:  

1.! ÒMadre de Dios...No. This is not the vault.Ó 
2.! ÒCordero, if this is a trick, I will leave you down here with the 

bones.Ó 
3.! ÒThat crate. Not the coins. Beggars kill for coins. ÒNo one leaves 

empty-handed. Not after this.Ó 
4.! ÒYou there. Help me get this rope around my waist. Down & back. 

Two minutes.Ó 
5.! ÒDo not speak of danger. We are already dead if we go back 

poor.Ó 
6.! ÒI am still Captain here, until the ceiling says otherwise. 

ClaudioÕs Control Valve Flooding Mistake  

The Mute, Claudio Rivera y Zayas secretly follows G and’a 
from the Main Trunk line and overhears the plan to loot the 
vault. Claudio is not mute, and never was. He is a Porra 
plant assigned to protect the vaultÕs secrecy. 

 

He reaches the old east-west spur near the newer no rth-
south sewer line and opens a concealed diversion co ntrol 
valve. Foul water begins pouring into the approach tunnel. 
The trap is meant to cut off retreat, halt the remo val of 
treasure, and force Gand’aÕs party deeper into the 
antechamber and ruined vault. 

But Claudio does not know Gand’a has already damage d 
the precariously fragile system. In their haste, Ga nd’a and 
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CorderoÕs men left the storm-drain inspection panel  open 
behind them. Part of the diverted flow drops into t he 
dormant storm drain, runs along the vaultÕs comprom ised 
west wall, and begins seeping through old seams, po rous 
brick, and cracked concrete. 

 

What should have been a tunnel trap becomes a later al 
assault on the vault itself. Gand’aÕs shortcut crea tes the 
wound. ClaudioÕs flood makes it bleed. By the time anyone 
understands this, the wall is weeping, the mortar i s 
softening, and the broken western floor is moving a gain. 

Claudio Speaks & Acts  

As Gand’a shouts for rope and lanterns inside the V ault, 
the outward-opening vault door gives a deep iron gr oan. At 
first no one understands the sound. Then another bo om 
rolls through the chamber as the immense steel leaf  moves 
closer to its frame. 

Claudio, the supposed deaf-mute patient, stands out side 
the vault, half-hidden beyond the threshold, both h ands 
braced against the doorÕs outer edge. The harmless smile 
he has worn for months is gone. He has already begu n 
pushing. 

One Porra guard stares. ÒClaudio?Ó 

The supposed mute turns his head. His voice is flat , hoarse, 
and utterly sane. 

ÒTraitors! ÒYou were trusted with this place. Trust ed by the 
President. Trusted by the Cause.Ó 

He drives his shoulder into the battleship-steel do or. It does 
not swing shut quickly. It grinds by inches, each m ovement 
answered by a hollow boom. 

KeeperÕs Notes:  Claudio  begins closing the outward-opening 
vault door when the Doom Clock  is about 7. His first words 
should come only after the Investigators or Porra r ealize what is 
happening. Once the door is half shut, attacks agai nst Claudio 
suffer a Penalty Die unless a character moves into the threshold. 
Entering the narrowing gap requires a DEX roll. Failure leaves 
the character inside the Vault or exposed at the th reshold, 
KeeperÕs choice. Claudio does not need to win a fig ht. He only 
needs to steal time as the Doom Clock ticks down.  He kicks 
away any previously blocking wedges, strikes at han ds bracing 
the door, hides behind the steel leaf, and tries to  engage even one 
lock before he is stopped. Even if Claudio is stopp ed, the open 
Control Valve is causing havoc undermining the Vaul t, !
Mechanical Repair  or INT to realize this.  Shutting it off can give 
a little relief and can reset the Doom Clock  by two whole ticks, 
but the damage has  been done.   

Descent into the Charnel Sink 

From the broken vault edge, the apparent bottom is barely 
visible 120 feet below. Lanterns and flashlights ca tch only 
wet stone, bone-white ridges, and occasional glints  of 
bullion lodged on lower shelves. That should be eno ugh to 
tempt Gand’a, Cordero, and their men downward.  

KeeperÕs Note:  The descent forces an ugly choice on the 
Investigators: let Porra agents die, save them for trial, or use the 
confusion to escape with proof. Rigging rope and ma king the first 
descent takes at least five minutes and advances th e Doom 
Clock  by 1. Each later major action also advances the cl ock by 
1: climbing, searching, hauling, freeing someone, f orcing the 
door, fighting Claudio, or crossing unstable debris . Failed Climb , 
DEX, STR, Mechanical Repair,  or reckless firearm use may 
advance it by 1 more . 

 

While descending down to ~50 feet, the ÒbottomÓ com es into 
better view. It is not level ground. It rises in ri dges, breaks 
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into pockets, and drops away without warning.  Bull ion 
crates lie wedged on sodden ledges and broken shelv es. 
They look recoverable from above. They are not. Touching 
one, climbing over it, firing nearby, or disturbing  the ledge 
may send it sliding loose. Once one crate falls, ot hers may 
follow in a chain of impacts, splintering, spilling  gold, 
punching holes through the bone crust, or ricocheti ng from 
wall to wall before vanishing into darkness. 

KeeperÕs Note:  Falling Bullion Crates: When a crate is 
touched, struck, climbed on, or when the Doom Clock  
advances after loud or violent action, roll 1D6: 
¥! 1Ð2: It shifts but holds. Anyone nearby must make DEX or lose their 

next action steadying themselves. 
¥! 3Ð4: One crate falls. Anyone below or on a lower ledge rolls Dodge. 

Failure means 2D6 damage and knocked prone; success means 
1D3 damage from splinters, stones, and flying coins. 

¥! 5: Crate avalanche. Roll Dodge with a Penalty Die for anyone below. 
Failure means 3D6 damage and pinned until freed by STR or help. 

¥! 6: Deep rupture. The falling crate smashes through the visible bone 
crust, opening a new hole, and disappears to the bottom 40 feet 
below.  Anyone within 10 feet rolls DEX or slides toward it; failure 
requires Climb, Jump, or another characterÕs aid to avoid falling 
farther. A direct hit from a falling crate should be treated  as 
a Major Wound . 

The Bone Drift of the Charnel Sink 

 

Anyone foolhardy enough to descend by rope reaches the 
lower right of the Charnel Sink (red X on map) where a 
relatively flat shelf of collapsed plantation-era f looring is 
slowly sinking into the void. It is a soaked ossuar y drift of 
the skeletal remains of thousands of the dead over 
centuries, overlaid by a patina/crust of broken bri ck,  
crumbling concrete, splintered shelving, rotten pac king 
crates, and filthy water piled over unseen holes. T his is not 
even the true ground, which is a full 160 feet from  the top.  

This is a terrible place to scavenge, but Gand’a ma y order 
it at gunpoint. That should feel ugly. Men are bein g forced 
to crawl across a mass grave for gold while the who le vault 
continues to fail. 

Movement is miserable. Long bones roll underfoot. 
Splinters stab through soles. A boot placed firmly may 
twist, sink, or vanish between debris. Characters c annot 
run safely. Stealth is nearly impossible; every ste p produces 
hollow clatter, wet scraping, or sliding collapse. 

Something also moves along the drift. At first glan ce it looks 
like clusters of small bony hands. They are harmles s long-
legged cave arachnids, with pale bodies the size of  large 
beads and legs like bone needles. Huge mounds of th em 
hang on the walls which had looked like white Spani sh 
moss. They do nothing, except fall in sheets if dis turbed. 

KeeperÕs Note:  Each crossing, hurried movement, or 10 feet of 
progress under pressure requires DEX, Climb , or Jump,  
KeeperÕs choice. Failure means the character falls prone, loses 
1 round, drops something, or becomes briefly wedged . A fumble 
causes 1D3 damage from a puncture, twisted ankle, o r 
crushing stumble. Anyone carrying bullion, a crate,  rifle case, 
or unconscious person rolls with a Penalty Die. A f ailed roll 
while carrying heavy loot drops it to disappear thr ough the drift 
AND also advances the Doom Clock  by 1. Note that visible 
bone drift of jammed and interlocked remains is onl y the upper 
crust of the deeper sinkhole bottom 40 feet below t his level. 

Possible Finds  

¥ Water-damaged payroll packet proving Porra bonus payments and false 
staff names. 
¥ Small pneumatic dispatch tube containing partial orders signed only 
ÒG.M.Ó & referring to Òspecial removals to Mazorra.Ó 
¥ Soaked leather briefcase; $3,000 in counterfeit U.S. currency, green ink 
running off the worthless paper. 
¥ A waterproof oilcloth packet with a detailed nautical chart showing the 
wreck of something called the Vera V (a liquor transport vessel that vanished 
entirely in the Florida Straits with all crew/cargo early 1931)  
¥ A dry leather sack weighting about 30 lbs miraculously dry; it clinks when 
hefted and inside are ~500 worn silver coins, old Spanish pieces of eight. 
Worth ~ $150 in 1933 bullion, or several times that to the right antiquarian 
buyer, but heavy enough to slow a fleeing man and loud enough to betray 
every step. Any character carrying it suffers a Penalty Die to Climb, Jump, 
DEX, and Stealth until it is dropped. 
¥ Heavy bullion crate: about $50,000 in small gold bars, roughly 200 lbs. 
semi-floating in the bony jetsam. It can be shifted a few feet, not sensibly 
recovered during collapse. 
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Anyone below grabbing loot instead of evidence must  
choose: drop it, be slowed, or risk being trapped w hen the 
next section gives way. 

KeeperÕs Choice:  Baron Kriminal  Stirs  

 

Use this only if the Keeper wants the vault scene to take a sharp supernatural 
turn. If Matteo is dead or dying, Baron Kriminal reaches into the Charnel Sink 
below the vault. He does not raise the dead. He makes the pit judge the living. 

First, everything goes still. The bone-clatter stops. Ripples flatten. Dust hangs 
in the lantern light. The cellar spiders vanish. Then the cold arrives. 

The Bone Drift begins to move with purpose. Loose bones roll uphill. Cracks 
open beneath boots. Rifles, keys, Porra pay packets, marked papers, and 
loose bullion drag downward as if caught in a slow underground tide. The Sink 
does not swallow everyone equally. It favours the guilty, armed, and greedy. 

Porra agents, and anyone carrying MachadoÕs loot, weapons, or incriminating 
papers, suffer a Penalty Die on DEX, Climb, Jump, or STR rolls made to cross, 
climb out, pull free, or rescue someone from the Drift. Dropping weapons or 
loot removes this Penalty Die. Dropping evidence removes it too, but may lose 
proof forever. The Baron does not distinguish justice from vengeance cleanly. 
On a failed roll, the victim is caught knee-deep, knocked prone, or wedged in 
shifting bone and rubble. On a fumble, they are caught waist-deep or slide 
toward a new crack. They must be pulled free by STR, Climb, or another 
characterÕs aid before the Doom Clock advances again. A successful rescue 
saves them, but costs time and may force the rescuers to abandon gold, 
papers, or another trapped person. 

If the Investigators try to bargain, no voice answers. They may shout into the 
dark, name the guilty, command men to drop weapons, throw Porra keys or 
loot into the Drift, display a crucifix, or swear that prisoners will face judgment 
above. The response is not speech but movement. The Bone Drift loosens 
around one man, tightens around another, or goes still for a single breath. The 
BaronÕs demand, if understood at all, is simple: give him the guilty, or give up 
what the guilty carry. A named Porra agent who throws down his 
weapon/confesses loses the Penalty Die, but the Sink still remembers him. 

KeeperÕs Note:  Treat the Bone Drift as a physical hazard first & 
supernatural judgment second. Before Baron Kriminal  acts, it is 
unstable terrain. After he acts, it becomes selecti ve, patient, & 
cruel. Each failed escape attempt may advance the Doom Clock  
by 1. SAN loss should be brief: 0/1 for witnessing the Sink move 
with intent, 1/1D4 for being trapped or seeing some one 
deliberately taken.  

When the Vault Finally Collapses: 

The collapse is not observed so much as endured: a 
deafening roar, pressure in the chest, dust, spray,  falling 
grit, and darkness opening behind them. The western  half 
of the vault tears away. Treasure, broken flooring,  and the 
fallen door vanish into the Charnel Sink . Anyone looking 
back glimpses only fragments: the east wall still s tanding, 
cracked and wet; the night-deposit roller ramp clin ging to 
it like exposed ribs; black water pouring through b roken 
masonry; and dust swallowing everything below. The open 
storm-drain panel pours water into the system. The 
dormant east-west sewer begins filling with foul wa ter, 
falling brick, and bad air. Above, the Old Laundry boiler 
room cracks and partially subsides.  

The original route is gone. No one knows the way ou t.  

 

KeeperÕs Note:  Collapse Effects When the Doom Clock 
reaches 0, anything left below is lost. Call for SA N 0/1. If a 
character is trapped, separated, or sees someone va nish below, 
use SAN 1/1D3. Ordinary NPCs may instead roll POW; failure 
means panic, freezing, dropping loot, or random run ning 

Aftershocks:  The underground Vault environs shifts & settle. 
Each major delay, searching, arguing, looting, trea tment, 
rescue, or forcing an exit, advances this track by 1. The party 
may split willingly or by accident if masonry falls , water surges, 
etc. 

1. ! Dust & Foul Air:  Penalty Die to Listen, Spot Hidden , Climb , 
and similar rolls unless moving at once. 

2. ! Rising Water:  Flooding worsens; footing becomes 
uncertain; Penalty Die all mobility/movement rolls.   
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3. ! Structural Failure:  Bricks and mortar fall from the 
cracked sewer crown; pushed rolls or loud noise may  
trigger more collapse. See Doom Clock  for brick damage. 

4. !  Final Aftershock:  Immediate escape required. DEX, 
Climb,  or J ump to avoid injury, lost gear, separation, or 
entrapment 

 
Outcomes of the Mazorra Vault Encounter 
 
The Mazorra Vault has no fixed ending. It is a pres sure 
scene: escape, proof, rescue, revenge, or treasure.  The 
vault is failing. Gand’a wants gold, Claudio wants Porra 
betrayal punished, Cordero wants survival, and the 
Investigators may want evidence, justice, or a way out. 
They may recover the jammed document crate, loose 
papers, coins, photographs, the painting cylinder, or 
correspondence. The heavy bullion is largely unreac hable 
and lost below. 

!
Consequences for the Larger Finale 

Vault Result Later Effect 

Documents 
recovered 

Strengthens Esperanza, Castellanos, Ellery, Flash, or El 
ReyÕs tribunal 

Gand’a alive Allows public exposure, revenge temptation, or Baron 
Kriminal intervention 

Gand’a dead Satisfies poetic justice but weakens later accountability 
scenes 

Claudio alive Leaves a dangerous loyalist witness or pursuer 

Gold recovered Corrupts alliances and creates disputes over ownership 

Gold lost Cleaner and stronger thematically 

Vault fully 
collapses 

Ends the treasure question and forces the story back to 
survival, proof, and justice 

To Be Continued 
 

 
From Our Last EpisodeÉ 

 
 

 
 
The Fantastic Pulps Show & Sale  is Canada's premier 
convention dedicated to vintage pulp magazines and 
paperbacks.  I managed to visit again this year on May 30 th  
2026 & meet up with friends Don Hutchison ( who turned 
95 in April!; see photo below ) who made it despite a fall the 
week prior, along with other friends & others I rec ognized 
from the local pulp community.  
 

 
 

The mixed photo shows the dayÕs haul: 31 items in a ll. My 
favourite find was a coverless Sept 1935 Weird Tales  for $5. 
Despite its state, it contains an eldritch mileston e: 19-yo 
Robert BlochÕs ÒThe Shambler from the Stars,Ó in wh ich the 
future author of Psycho,  after writing himself in the story, 
blunders & causes the death of a ÒProvidence Dreame r,Ó (a 
thinly veiled H. P. Lovecraft & with HPLÕs explicit  written 
permission) by means of a Star Vampire .   In an in-joke 
sequel, HBP returned the favour, gleefully doing aw ay with 
a young writer named Robert Blake , in "The Haunter of the 
Dark" (1936). I donÕt know if permission was sought  from 
his young protŽgŽ. 

SIDE-BAR - VIABLE EXITS: Possible signs for an exit need to be searched for: 
air currents, hollow echoes, cracked masonry, flow of rising water, gaping 
cracks in the floor, or strange piles of fallen bricks from overhead The party 
may split willingly or by accident if masonry falls, ropes snap, water surges, 
or one group is already climbing when another finds a second exit. 

Possible Exit: Cracked Sewer Crown: The vault ceiling has fractured into 
the floor of a dormant sewer crossing above. Hard STR or Mechanical 
Repair forces a crawl into it. The line connects with the cultistsÕ concealed 
sewer access beneath YobamaÕs Old Laundry sanctum. Listen may reveal 
drums, footsteps, or whispered movement ahead. This exit may save the 
Investigators from drowning underground, but can deliver them directly 
beneath the Leopard Man SocietyÕs main temple. 

Possible Exit:  Night-deposit Breach: The concealed night-deposit route 
climbs nearly 100 feet through two narrow roller ramps toward the Old 
Laundry boiler room. The tube is barely a metre square, slick, tilted about 
20 degrees, and shaking apart. Each climber makes a Hard Climb roll. 
Mechanical Repair may jam rollers, brace the frame, or rig a rope; 
success grants a Bonus Die. Only one person climbs safely at a time. 
Failure drops gear or slides the climber back; anyone below must make 
DEX or Climb or be dislodged too. A pushed failure advances Aftershocks 
by 1 and may partly block this exit. The tilt-drop box is too small for a 
person, but cracked masonry now gapes beside and opens into the 
southern boiler and coal area. Hard Climb or combined STR reaches the 
ramp top as frame is twisted. The tilt-drop box at the far end remains too 
small for a person, but cracked masonry beside the ramp creates a 
jagged crawlspace. A pushed STR roll widens the breach. Failure drops 
gear, separates the party, or causes further collapse. Escapees emerge in 
the Old LaundryÕs southern boiler/coal area. 
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COMMENTS 
E&A #12 

 
ATTRONARCH:   There is a lot packed in these adventures; 
which I enjoyed very much even thought I donÕt play  fantasy 
any more.  I especially liked the bit where ÒCentur iaÕs quick 
thinking saved the day. She cast Ventriloquism, imi tating 
the fat, baby-headed ravenÕs call.Ó, and I shuddere d at even 
the sketch of this monstrosity.   I also could just  imagine 
even the online aghast looks of the players for thi s bit; 
ÒÒWow, you are so smart! This is a great plan! But I have some 
really bad news. GÕrÕsh is already at the farm.Ó Si lence. ÒUh, 
huh, where? ÓÓ !   It was a shame that BOTH burning carts 
they had the foresight to prepare missed hitting th e troll. "  
 
BRIAN ROGERS:   Thanks for your kind words, Bri.  It had 
been a few too many seasons of serial subtractions.   Things 
are better now all around.  Re burning it all down ; I think I 
found a way to stick-handle it; see nextish (or two ). 
 
CLARK TIMMINS:  RYCTM and Pixabay : It is not only the 
unattributed AI that bothers me. Pixabay  also seems 
increasingly weaselly in other ways. I tried four s earches for 
suitable Òfree images,Ó just as the search bar adve rtises, for 
an invited paper IÕm writing on Dementia with Lewy Bodies . 
Three times I was shunted straight to iStock and of fered the 
bargain of 10 images for US$55/month. The one semi- useful 
Lewy body image I found was a graphical rendering, not a 
proper microscopy slide.  No thanks, Pixabay . IÕll use 
picryl.com which you linked to, or Wikimedia Commons , or 
find or make my own. 
 
ERICA FRANK: Your essay on tabletop superhero RPGs 
rang very true to me, even though my own closest po int of 
comparison is not four-colour comics so much as the  heroic 
pulp tradition. I have run into much the same probl em trying 
to imagine a satisfying tabletop treatment of Doc Savage, the 
Shadow , the Spider , and similar pulp heroes. On paper they 
look like great RPG characters. In practice, they a re closer to 
protagonists with a built-in genre contract. The pr oblem is 
not simply that they are strong, clever, rich, myst erious, or 
hard to kill. It is that the stories around them ar e built to let 
those qualities matter in ways most RPG rules handl e badly: 
narrative timing, reputation, sudden competence, th eatrical 
entrances, improbable escapes, and the tacit assump tion 
that they are allowed to dominate certain kinds of scenes. 
Pulp Cthulhu  is the closest I have found to being usable for 
horror, but even there I ended up writing homebrew Pulp 
Talents  aimed less at improving combat statistics than at 
giving players permission to behave like pulp heroe s. 
 
That still does not solve the deeper problem you id entify. It 
only shifts the burden from rules to table culture.  A 
superhero game, like a hero-pulp game, needs agreem ent 
that the central question is not always Òcan the he ro survive 
this fight?Ó but Òwhat does failure cost, who gets hurt, what 
is lost, and how does the heroÕs legend survive or change?Ó 
Without that shared expectation, the Man of Bronze  simply 
becomes flightless Superman in a brown suit with a ripped 
Oxford shirt, and the whole thing collapses into an  ordinary 
tactical TT adventure with larger numbers. 

 
Re Brindlewood Bay:  I learned from a DM from Lisa Padol  
from your BB write-up that I got the facts wrong wh en I 
thought the player-controlled PCs had framed someon e but 
instead had determined another NPC else had done th e 
same. Mea culpa. 
 
JIM VASSILAKOS: ÒIn Search of a Peaceful PathÓ reminded 
me of the concept of the professional ÒFair Witness Ó from 
Stranger in a Strange Land , someone trained and legally 
empowered to observe events and report only what sh e 
directly perceives, without inference, assumption, 
embellishment, or advocacy. Your proposed ÒNeutral Truth 
ProtocolÓ is, in effect, a technological or institu tionalized Fair 
Witness  for the digital world: not necessarily a ruler at first, 
but a certified arbiter of provenance and factualit y.  A 2025 
essay on ÒFair Witnesses of the Digital WorldÓ  I read makes 
this same connection, but draws the opposite conclu sion.  
The problem is, they argue, once any Fair Witness  becomes 
digital, international, and plugged into all media traffic, it 
stops being merely a witness. It becomes an arbiter of public 
reality. HeinleinÕs ÔFair WitnessÕ Anne can say, in  effect, Òthe 
house is white on this side.Ó But an AI truth proto col might 
be deciding which houses the public is allowed to s ee at all, 
which images count as houses, and which authorities  get to 
certify the paint. That may still be preferable to universal 
deepfake epistemic collapse, but it is no longer ne utral 
observation. It is governance by a Computocracy  that curates 
its own certified reality. <> RYCTM on Masterpiece;  you 
realize such compliments just goad me on. !  
 
JOHN REDDEN:   So glad to learn you are on the mend! I 
personally know of some Family MDs who dread retiri ng 
since they know that their long-term patients will be cast 
adrift. SNERK at your comment to Gabriel & Raisin the Dead.  

JOSHUA KRONENGOLD:  RYCTM on Baron Kriminal and the 
PCs: ÒIÕm not quite sure how the PCs can protect pe ople from 
him, but apparently itÕs possible?Ó ! That is exactly the 
problem I am trying to solve. I do not think the PC s can 
simply fight Baron Kriminal,  banish him, or talk him into 
going away. My current thought is that their best h ope is to 
support Othello,  the blind former Santer’a practitioner, in 
performing a rite that is less a battle of Haitian vs Cuban 
Voudon traditions than an Orisha hearing . OthelloÕs 
argument would be that the BaronÕs grievance may be  real, 
but his reach has become excessive. The ceremony wo uld 
not deny vengeance, but set limits upon it: disting uishing 
the guilty from the merely vulnerable, naming where  the 
Baron may act and where he may not, and preventing him 
from roaming Mazorra indiscriminately. That gives t he PCs 
useful work & agency without letting them ÒdefeatÓ him 
conventionally. They can protect Othello, gather na mes and 
evidence, defend innocents, and help make the publi c 
declaration credible enough that even a supernatura l 
avenger must answer it. I see them helping Othello put 
Baron Kriminal  back inside a moral jurisdiction.  

Re Health Update:  To quote some of my surgeon colleagues, 
ÒBetter out than in!Ó and ÒHeal with SteelÓ; seriou sly kudos 
for good news. RYC to Roger BW on Traveller New Era :  If 
GDW had done as you suggest back in the 90s, that o f 
adding new Eras and not throwing everything out and  
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started with a setting no one liked but the writers  they 
wouldnÕt have alienated so many fans (including mys elf).  

LISA PADOL:  RYCTM on RYCTM on Peter Hildreth;  we had 
another Zoom Savage Worlds  session the week before this 
monthÕs deadline and he spontaneously mentioned wan ting 
to write something.  RYCTM on that AEG LotFR boxed set 
having a similar approach;  thanks for this tip for 
factions/timing, I have been struggling on how to b est 
accomplish this. ItÕs easy in my head but to write it down for 
someone else to possibly use is daunting. 

MARK A. WILSON : I hope you had fun at Origins and will 
share a con-writeup complete with photos thish! 

MATT ÔCapt. Baloney FaceÕ STEVENS:  Iceland! So 
jealous. DonÕt wander off a path, lose your footing , and 
end up with one leg in a geyser. Seriously, this ha ppened 
to someone I know. 

MICHAEL CULE ; My brain lurched every time I read ÔinsulaÕ 
since itÕs a neurological term for a part of the br ain. Looking 
it up itÕs an architectural term for an ancient Rom an 
apartment/city block and the meaning of the origina l Latin 
term is ÔislandÕ.  
 
MYLES CORCORAN: RARE.  The Magnolia/Bayleaf scene in 
Mausritter  was my favourite bit of your zine. This gives new 
meaning to ÔsparkingÕ, a now obsolete American Engl ish that 
means romancing, or wooing, and refers to sparking the 
attention of a woman Òcaused by the fire burning in  the heart 
of a gentleman admirerÓ. Your busy Landau  write-up was 
entertaining on so many levels too; would-be jewel thieves 
with bruised knuckles, fondue fork jabbing, flooded  grave-
yards, and finally a roving mob of religious zealot s which 
everyone acts as if like itÕs an approaching natura l disaster. 
It sounds like barely controlled chaos, and you hav e some 
amazing players to GM. 
 
PATRICK BRADY:   Hey, you are back!  Woot!  I still have the 
Tekumel RPG book you wrote (and it goes for bonkers prices 
now. I think the scenario at GenCon I played in yea rs ago 
was one you wrote but GMed by a colleague of yours Joe 
Saul ; I recall I had fun using the Ôeye of invisibility Õ my PC 
had in the game both offensively and defensively to  turn 
everyone, friend and foe alike , invisible, and everyone was 
floundering not knowing they were attacking their f oes or 
their friends.  I like very much the concept ÒSo yo u get 
plonked into a scenario with a pre-generated charac ter based 
on a real person and see how well you do compared t o the 
historical event.Ó  Yes, you can use my Mazorra mat erial.  
Any feedback would be greatly appreciated! 
 
PEDRO PANHOCA DA SILVA & CAMILA LOUREN‚O 
PANHOCA:  Re Cora•‹o Acelerando ; the limited choice list of 
three options was cut off at one; I can guess that one of the 
other three options is to just keep on reading, but  what on 
earth is the third?? 
 
ROGER BW :  RYCTM on Mazorra being challenging to run : I 
grant that completely. I am not sure it could be ru n easily by 
anyone other than me, and even then only if I were at the top 

of my GM game, with players who were patient, forgi ving, 
and willing to meet the material halfway. That said , I am not 
writing Mazorra only as a ready-to-run adventure in  the 
ordinary sense.  I am also writing it because I hav e a strong 
creative itch about role-playing that I am not othe rwise 
getting much chance to scratch as a monthly player in an 
online game. Part of the pleasure is pushing my gam ing 
brain against a difficult structure: too many facti ons, clocks, 
NPC agendas, and bits of history pressing in on one  terrible 
place. It may be overbuilt as a table document, but  it is 
deliberately overbuilt as an exercise in thinking t hrough 
choice and consequences.  
 
Mazorra may be difficult to run. It may even be too  much to 
run as written. But writing it is still useful to m e, and I hope 
useful to readers, because it lets me test the oute r limits of 
what a Pulp Cthulhu scenario can contain. Even if n o one 
runs the whole thing, pieces of it may be stolen, s implified, 
reskinned, or used as warnings about what happens w hen a 
horror scenario becomes a haunted machine with too many 
moving parts.<> Re Of Dice & Meeples:   The first issue looks 
very nicely put together.  All the best for issue # 2!  <> And 
another Grognard Files fan shout-out. !  
 
TIMOTHY COLLINSON: I was quite envious of your 
attendance at North Star 9. And then, only a month later, 
another UK convention run by BITS appears on the ca lendar. 
You are spoiled over there. I also remember reading  JGÕs 
Darthanon Queen  while looking for ideas to steal for my own 
homebrew Traveller  convention scenario, Fate of the Beowulf , 
though I came away empty-handed on that occasion. T he 
crocheted Alien-Spider Jane P. made, and which you 
photographed, was a delightfully odd convention tre asure. 
But no convention selfies?  Your ÒclosingÓ of Gee Cows to the 
Rescue as a press conference is genius. Finally, 
congratulations on your daughterÕs recent wedding, and I 
hope the speech went happily and well. 
 
ME:  I always wince when I spot a spelling or grammatica l 
error after spending hours skimming my own text. Na turally, 
one survived. For example, on page 8, where I wrote  ÒJ. 
BarreraÕs Post-MD Twsha Acceleration,Ó it should re ad Òpost-
mortem  Twsha Acceleration.Ó  
 
This milestone issue #250 of Age of Menace  also happens to 
coincide with my own milestone 60th birthday. To ma rk the 
occasion, IÕve added a little extra colour to the f ront page. I 
also somehow managed to write over 40 pages, gulp, and 
have bumped about two-thirds of the material into u pcoming 
issues. 
 
 

Everyone Else:  RAEBNC 
 
 
 

 
June 21st 2026. BCM 
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