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Menace

Brian Christopher Misiaszek

Habana Horror
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EL LIMBO

Image generated via ChatGPT-5.5

Staff call it Pabell—n de Observaci—n Judicial. Older clerks
in La Oficina still call it SI, the old map code for Sub-
infirmary. It stands near the MenOs DepartmentOs Vi  olent
and Refractory Wards, close enough to seem part of
Mazorra, but not quite belonging to it.

El Limbo . OLos del Limbo
leave by

Patients whisper another name:
no salen por la puerta.O (OThe men in Limbo do not
the front door.O)

During the 1927 rebuilding campaign, MachadoOs
administration converted the old MenOs Sub-infirmar y into
a judicial-observation annex. Officially it receive s accused
offenders, violent admissions awaiting assessment, and
court-ordered psychiatric cases. In practice, it al so houses
political detainees certified as insane for conveni ence. Men
can be treated as patients, prisoners, witnesses, 0
nuisances according to the needs of the moment. Tha t
ambiguity is the buildingOs purpose.

5 Livingstone Drive,
Dundas, ON, L9H 7S3 CANADA

brian.misiaszek@gmail.com

Control is divided. Mazorra staff handle feeding, r estraint,
& medication; Polic’a Nacional officers control restricted

prisoners, files, transfers, & outside access. Each authority
can deny responsibility. Dr. Llerena was the only M azorra
MD regularly assigned, lending a medical explanatio n to
forced exhaustion, drugging, or unexplained injurie s.

Main Floor

The main floor is built for intake and classificati on. A

separate police entrance leads to the duty room, Lt
Falc—nOs office, and an Annex whose files do not al ways
match the hospital ledger. Detainees pass a guard p ost,
holding pen, search bay, admissions desk, and
examination room before entering Ward AOs eight cel  Is and
fenced airing yard. A hand-operated service lift li nks the
main floorto 2 nd floor guards® room and basement, carrying

meal trays, medicines, linen, and small supplies. | ts 3-foot-
square car can hold one crouching adult, though rid ing it
or entering the shaft is cramped, noisy, and danger ous.
Second Floor

The second floor is where cases wait. Ward B holds men
already certified, disputed, forgotten, or made use ful to

someone. La Pecera (the Ofishbowl® or guard station,



overlooks the corridors; nearby are an interview su ite, day
room, nursing desk, and the Sala de Detenidos Pendientes ,

where overdue files, unsigned transfers, and tagged effects
accumulate.

Three special rooms are up here. Obs. Z is for medi cal
watch, Obs. Y for disputed judicial holds, and Obs. X,
marked Incomunicado, for men not meant to be visited or
counted too carefully. No Room 13 appears on eithe r
occupied floor. Patients insist it exists below, wh ere names
stop appearing on rosters.

Basement

The lower level contains boiler and fuel rooms, mai ntenance
and cart stores, and the base of the dumbwaiter. A coal

chute, garbage hoist, and dormant storm-drain hatch
provide discreet routes in and out.

The rumours are also true. Room Xl lies beneath El
LimboOsoccupied floors, although it is actually a conceal ed
suite of four chambers. Maintenance plans identify it only

as S-13: Dep—sito de Instrumentos. Police call it El Trece, &
avoid naming it in official paperwork. The suite oc cupies
part of a former laundry area, later divided into a holding

cell, interrogation chamber, audio-equipped observa tion

room, and central vestibule connected to the utilit y

corridor. Its original locked entrance still appear s on older
plans, but now opens onto a solid brick wall. The t rue
entrance was rerouted through the service passages,
allowing prisoners to be brought below unseen.

Although ORoom XIIIO refers to the entire suite, st aff most
often mean the narrow tiled cell at its centre. A o ne-way
glass panel lets police, physicians, and political handlers

observe, while a microphone and speaker allow them to
listen and speak without entering.

A mesh-protected bulb glares across glazed walls wh ile
water from a leaking tap runs toward the floor drai n. The
room contains a bolted steel bed with wooden slats and
restraints, additional leather cuffs fixed to the w all, a low
chair made painful for prolonged sitting, and a cha mber
pot. Here EI LimboOs veneer of medical observation and

forensic assessment gives way entirely to covert st ate
violence.
Horrors of the Mazorra
A 1933 Pulp Cthulhuscenario (Part 11)

Recap from E&A #13, AoM #250: By 8:00 p.m. on Augus 112,
1933, patient-held Mazorra is bracing for an anti-M achado
crowd at the east gate. Elsewhere, Investigators ha ve been
drawn into the raid on MachadoOs hidden vault and t he

worsening Twsha outbreak.



Key Events:
Time Ewent
20:00 Aeroporto Mob reaches gate; outcomes [
20:35 Delegationto El Limbo. ! I
21:00 Leopard Men Cultists emerge for raids #"
~21:10 Cultists clash with El GeneralOsforces. ! ' $
!
Player Agency Hags
# FIXED An Anchored or established state. This

happens regardless of Investigator action.

! DEFAULT This proceeds unless players intervene

" MUTABLE Player choices or rolls alter time,

participants or consequences.

$ OFF-SCREEN May be resolved outside InvestigatorsO

view, or summarized.

|
I AEROPORTO MOB ARRIVES AT MAZORRA

1"#$%&$%'Vo(H#) Yo* &+ #&-.#)/012343&

By 8:00 p.m., the first vehicles appear heading nor
the Boyeros Road, east of Mazorra. They are not, at
coming for the asylum.

th along
first,

Earlier that afternoon, hundreds of Habaneros had
converged on Aeropuerto General Gerardo Machado, ho ping
to prevent the fallen PresidentOs escape. Open tour  ing cars
chalked with A.B.C. carried young men in pale suits and
straw hats, some clinging to the running boards. Om nibuses
held striking teachers, students, hotel workers,
dockworkers, and young Directorio women wearing gre
armbands. A few military lorries joined them, crowd
partially uniformed soldiers and civilians gathered
road.

en
ed with
along the

They arrived too late to slake their thirst for rev enge.
FrustratiorJ carried the crowd onward to La Nenita,
MachadoOs abandoned country estate outside Santiago delas
Vegas. What followed was half reprisal, half fiesta

Portraits, furniture, books, doors, and even a pian
dragged outside or thrown from windows. Fires were

0 were
lit,

0]l

liquor passed around, and MachadoOs possessions bec  ame
trophies of the fallen regime.

Now the rain-thinned convoy is returning toward Hab ana
without clear leadership. Many are wet, tired, and merely
trying to get home. Others remain eager to find ano ther
symbol of MachadoOs rule.

Then, through the dripping palms, they see Mazorra brightly
lit against the darkness. Its gates are closed.

Rumours move faster than the vehicles: MachadoOs co _ usinis
hiding there; Porra men are trapped in the Director Os Manse;

political prisoners will be killed before morning; records are

already burning.
The first car slows then stops.

Another car stops behind it, and headlights gather
wet road.

along the

The detour begins almost by accident.

SIDEBAR - FRST IMPRESSION OFTHE®MOBO The gathering OmobO loq
more dangerous at a distance than it is close uphe first twenty or thirty
arrivals include a dilapidated taxi, a farm truckilled with men in

shirtsleeves, a flag-draped touring car, several riwocycles, and a lorry|
piled with bottles, rolled carpets, broken furnite, and a slashed portrait of
Machado. Most wear pale summer clothing stained \witrain, mud, soot,

sweat, and rum. Some carry placards, photographs,@mmitment papers.

Others bear sticks, machetes, shotguns, ropes, blats, iron bars, or chair
legs.

Within twenty minutes the gathering may grow to 12 180 people, but
only twelve to twenty form its committed violent ¢e. The rest are students,
A.B.C. sympathizers, families seeking relatives, hexsted travellers,
opportunists, & onlookers caught in the momentum.

A closer look reveals that most are not pressingeahgate or preparing to
fight. Families shelter photographs & documents beath clothing. Drivers
remain near their vehicles. Students argue among eémselves. Men
carrying sticks or machetes hold them loosely rathéhan ready for use.

The wider crowd remains wet, hungry, tired, curiguand uncertain what
should happen next. Heads turn when music soundfn a vehicle, when
food or coffee is mentioned, or when a priest, te@er, or other recognizable|
figure climbs high enough to be seen. As the raifaskens, people begin
looking for awnings, tarpaulins, open lorries, anather dry places to wait.

# First Contact at the Gate

Those with the Aeroporto convoy do not arrive quiet ly.

The first touring car brakes across the Boyeros Roa d
entrance and sounds its horn repeatedly. Motorcycle s gather
behind it. Men climb onto running boards and vehicl e roofs
to see over the wall. Someone strikes the wrought-i ron bars
with a stick, and others take up the noise with fis ts, bottles,
and the flat sides of machetes.

From the fourth-floor boardroom of M1, El General has
already seen the headlights through field glasses. He has one
of the Marshals call the East Gate and give instruc tions to

his soldiers there.
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A few men from the Mob shake the pedestrian gate or test
the larger leaves, but the first arrivals make no o rganized
attempt to force them. Most are trying to attract a ttention,

discover who controls the entrance, and make themse Ives
heard above the engines and now slackening rain.

Inside the gate, Mazorra guards Pepe SabatZs and ¢l varo
Recio {A.B.C. C346} are plainly visible through the bars and

barred sentry-office window. Their Mauser rifles re main

lowered rather than aimed. Recio steps close enough to

answer through the bars of the Main gate while Saba tZs
remains near the telephone and repeatedly glances a t El
GeneralOssilent Marshal who had stayed with them.

Recio steps forward and raises his right hand in a halt
symbol; when the noise of the crowd goes down to ab out half

volume he calls loudly to them through the gate.

OThe Mazorra gate remains closed. Machado is not he re.
State your names and your business.O

This satisfies no one, but it establishes to the gr owing crowd
that the gate is occupied and that those inside are listening.
ONo one enters until  El Rey answers through La Oficina. | see
over 300 of youEno | See 346 (emphasizing his A.B.C.

designation) of you here. | need ONE speaker to ta Ik to me
at atime.O

Several try to answer at once (Valctrcel, Felo, & A na Teresa
are the first, nearest &After a long movement the | oudest).
Guard SabatZs inside the East GateOs sentry office  built into
the MazorraOs east wall telephones the Main Switchb oard,
while those at the gate start talking very rapidly and loudly
to one another. He reports the number of vehicles, visible

weapons, demands concerning  El Limbo, and the growing
crowd. Teresa Pacheco relays the report to El ReyOspeople in
La Oficina & to El GeneralOsheadquarters in the boardroom

of M1.

When several people begin shaking the Main Gate, so
shouts, OBring that truck about!O The tall man with
A.B.C. button angrily answers, OAre you loco? We ha
friends inside!O

meone
the
ve

El GeneralOsMarshal instantly blows his whistle. Like wound

clockwork, one hundred patient-soldiers march sudde nly
into view from both sides of the avenue, halt twent y yards
behind the entrance, and form silent geometric rank s. Most
carry broom & axe handles, crutches, or bed slats u pright
against their shoulders. The few rifles from a squa d at one

side remain pointed toward the ground.
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After a long moment, feedback shrieks from the Mazo rra0s
loudspeakers at the gate. Teresa PachecoOs voice fo llows,
strained but unmistakable:

OPersons assembled at the East Gate, attend. Mazorr ~ a will
hear families and lawful delegates. Armed men, loot ers, and
those seeking vengeance will remain outside. Names may be
given at the gate. Prisoners and patients will be i dentified by
record, by witness, and by medical examination. No person
will be surrendered to violence.O

This does not satisfy the crowd, but it changes the
argument. The shouting becomes less unified. Famili es
begin calling names. Political men demand witnesses . The
violent core keeps shouting for the Porra, but othe rs now

shout back OEsomeone must be allowed inside!O
A second PA announcement inside Mazorra follows:

OAttention! La Oficina, medical staff, and Visitors to
Mazorra. A large crowd has gathered at the East Gat e
demanding political prisoners and access to El Limbo. The
gate remains secure. Persons able to identify relat ives,
speak for the A.B.C. or Directorio, or assist with medical
negotiations are requested to reportimmediately to the East
Gate.O

KeeperOs Note: The request reaches Investigators in La
Oficina, M1, the DirectorOs Manse, or elsewhere across Mazorra;
no Listen roll is required. Those already occupied with anoth er
crisis must decide whether to respond personally, o r allow
events at the gate to proceed without them.
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" Investigators on the Scene

OBring out the Porra! Bring out Gand'alO

OMy brother is inside!O

OThe Porra have prisoners here!O

OWe are hungry and tired; let us rest and move onO
ONo, get records first!O

OWe must cleanse all Machado has touchedO
OA.B.C. speaks firstlO

OEI Limbo! Open EIl Limbo!O

" KeeperOs Note - This Is Not One Mob A successful
Psychology , or INT roll reveals the crowdOs weakness: it has no
single demand & no recognized commander. The violen t men
shout for Porra blood. Families shout names. A.B.C. and
Directorio speakers demand political prisoners and records.
This is the opening. Several visible people speak f or
I HSI6RSYV ()00 &k 8- #)/0123458 o;/r:erlap?mg f?ctl?ns, (I;Ut nct)ne a;ttomatlcally cor:}:ro | Is ct‘het
The first shouts they hear are confused and overlap ping: others. 'nvestigators do not need to overpower the oudes
faction if they can give those important faces in t he crowd a
N I reason to stop, listen, & organize. On a success, a n
OOpen the Mazorra gates!O . o Investigator identifies a workable bargain before a  nyone says
OFools! This is a hospital! There are loco peoplei  nside!O it aloud: OThey do not all need to enter. They need  witnesses.O
OOpenEl Limbo !0
FACES AT THE GATE
# Face Represents / Wants Usein Py
1 Mar'a del Pilar Sosa Families of patients. Wants proof that her son Joatp is alive and Makes the families the crowdOs moral centre.
opposes burning or opening wards indiscriminately.
2 Lidia MenZndez Striking teachers and clerks. Wants names, testimgnand an orderly Records statements and organizes credible
accounting. witnesses.
3 Refael Geloc'xglesada A.B.C. militants. Wants political prisoners freedhd Porra records seized. Vargas or Prats can use him as a bridge to the
{AB.C.B36} armed militants.
4 Juio Casta—eda A.B.C. legalists and reformists. Wants evidence pegved for prosecution. Argues against burning records or lynching
prisoners.
5 AnaTeresa Bamreto Directorio members and relatives of political detaées. Wants her brother Her demands first introduce the name EI Limbo t
Tomis produced alive. the Investigators.
6 Pade Ignado Rivas Clergy, older citizens, and cautious families. Warpatients and Can legitimize an agreement and accompany the
surrendered prisoners protected. delegation.
7 Sagento Emilio Armed avengers and embittered former soldiers. Wantmmediate street Tries to turn any delay into proof of betrayal.
Vakitrecel justice.
8 Ragelio = ChivoO Arsonists, looters, and thrill-seekers. Wants spexie, access, and Thrives on secrecy, confusion, and unattended
Mantilla something worth stealing or burning. fuel.
" AEROPORTO CROWD TEMPERATURE CLOCK The Clock should measure which faction the uncertai n
majority is following, not how angry every individu alis. The
. violent core remains violent at every level. At low
CLOCK Level Aepporto Crowd Behaviour Temperature, the wider crowd restrains them. At hig h
1 Waiting Families sit or shelter near vehicles. Weapons are Temperature, the wider crowd stops restraining them or
lowered. Constructive speakers control the fronth@ begins following them.
delegation agreement holds until its reporting dedithe.
2 Restive Shouting and heckling continue, but Felo, Lidia, Ma, Crowd/Mob Temperature begins at Level 3. A Gate Bea t
and Padre Rivas can keep the violent core isolated. . . . .
A5wasd e e J————_—_—————— represents roughly five minutes or one major develo pment;
mide: gp : people : gatay expect 8D12 beats before the Leopard Man raids at 9 :00
speakers shout over one another; no one faction ctrols .
. p.m. During each Beat:
4 Surging Valctrcel gathers the armed avengers near the entree.
Objects are thrown, opportunists probe side routeand
the gate guards test their cohesion. 1.! Describe what named Faces & violent core are doing.
5 Breaking A truck or mass of bodies advances against the gatél 2.! Investigators attempt one meaningful intervention.
GeneralOs meprepare their hoses & reinforcements. An 3.! Shift the Temperature if their action or a new
further escalation causes an actual breach. provocation warrants it.

2!

4.1 Keeper applies the new stateOs visible consequence.
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No argument should be rolled repeatedly. To try aga

Investigators need new evidence, a different speake
concrete concession.

in, the
r,ora

Visible actions usually shift the Clock automatical ly:

Development Temperature Shift

Food, coffee, water, or first aid actually 11, once
reaches the crowd

Four credible delegates are accepted 11
and disarmed publicly

A named detainee is confirmed alive, 1

with a medical report

Credible records or photographs
contradict a rumour

El Reypublicly promises identification
and judgment rather than revenge

Credible Mazorra Staff NPCs brought -1
onboard to help with the crowd

11 or cancel an imminent rise

1

Ten minutes pass without explanation +1
or progress

A visible Porra attempts escape +1
An insulting or unbelievable PA +1

announcement
Fire, gunfire, or an attack

A delegation misses its 45-minute
reporting deadline

+1, or +2 if clearly deliberate

+1, then another +1 for each
further ten minutes of silence

Social skills determine whether from the

Investigators are believed:

promises

Regular success makes a credible proposal count.

Hard success lowers Temperature by 1 or
constructive PC/NPC to dominate the next Beat.

Failure produces no shift.
Fumble or failed pushed roll raises Temperature by 1.

allows a

Pure rhetoric should not reduce the Clock below 2.
Reaching 1 requires something tangible, such as foo d
arriving, delegates entering, a weapon being surren dered,
or a prisoner being named. At Temperature 5, a truc k or
mass of bodies begins moving against the gate. The

Investigators have one final intervention before th e final
breach.

" Convincing the Crowd

The most effective offer combines three visible con cessions:

¥ Food and drink distributed outside the gate.

¥ A small delegation admittedto  El Limbo

¥ Names and conditions of those found announced over
the PA.

Other solutions are possible, and Investigators may think to
rope in friendly Mazorra staff NPCs such as Ricky, Dr. Prats,
Mons. Aurelio, and perhaps Castellanos to help with calming
the crowd but this bargain answers the crowdOs prin cipal
demands without admitting the entire gathering. Suc cess
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transforms the crowd from an angry mob into an audi ence

awaiting a report.

Calming the crowd enough to admit delegates require S
agreement from three centres of authority:

1.1 The crowdOs influential factions agree to wait.
2.! ElRey approves the terms.

3.1 El General confirms that the route is secure.
The Investigators cannot simply order the gate open ed. They

must create a bargain acceptable to all three.

" Permission from Crown & Army

Recio telephones La Oficina with the proposal. El Rey gains
lawful witnesses and a public accounting; El General retains
control of the gate and interior route.

They decide four named, unarmed delegates may enter
under Investigator responsibility. They will be sea rched,
escorted directly to  El Limbo, & prevented from wandering
elsewhere. Records and prisoners must be preserved, and a
report must reach the gate within forty-five minute s.

El Rey announces: OThe Crown recognizes the petitions of
families and lawful representatives. Four shall ent er under
our protection. They come as witnesses, not conquer ors.O

El General adds: OThey will surrender their weapons, march

by the route assigned, halt when ordered, and retur n on
schedule. The gate opens for delegates. It does not open for
an army.O

KeeperOs Note: A suitable social,
Military Science success secures agreement. Grant a
if the Investigators quote either leaderOs proclama
personal responsibility. Failure adds restrictions
failed pushed roll raises Mob Temperature by 1. !

Psychology , History, or

Bonus Die
tions or accept
or delay; a

I " . The Delegation

The default delegation is Felo Quesada, Ana Teresa Barreto,
Lidia MenZndez, and Padre Ignacio Rivas, accompanie d by
whichever Investigators accept responsibility for t hem. Mar'a
Sosa and Julio Casta—eda remain at the gate to orga nize



families and preserve the public record. Substituti
possible, but more than four outsiders begins to re
invading party.

ons are
semble an

Delegate Demand Behaviour Inside
AnaTeresa  Her brother Tomts must Breaks from the group if she hear:
Barreto be found alive. his voice or sees his name.

Feb Quesada Political prisoners & Distrusts delays, locked doors, an

{AB.C.B36} records must be secured private discussions.
Lidia A complete accounting Records names, injuries, room
MenZndez must be made public. numbers, and contradictions.

Padre Ignacio Patients must be
Rivas protected.

Tends the injured & restrains
retaliatory impulses.

Dr. Prats {A.B.C. C341} or Investigator Se—or Varga s{A.B.C.
B34} may identify themselves privately to Felo. Thi s gains
his trust but exposes their A.B.C. affiliation. Ric ky may

vouch for Ana Teresa, while medical Investigators c an
demand safeguards & Flash can photograph the delega tes
and record their time of entry.

Terms at the Gate

¥ Four named delegates enter without firearms.

¥ Investigators accompany & remain responsible for them.

¥ One representative each from
accompanies them

¥ Prisoners are identified & medically assessed; th eir
names and conditions are reported through La Oficina
¥ Records are to be preserved.

¥ No prisoner is surrendered directly to the crowd.

¥ The party returns/reports within 45 minutes.

El Rey & El General

Urrutia joins as El ReyOs bailiff.  El General assigns Ernesto

Collado Martnez, newly commissioned OSargento
Cronista,O to accompany the delegation, record its findings,
& report directly to headquarters. Felo accepts him at once,
recognizing {A.B.C. C363} as one of his own operati ves.!

| $ SIDEBAR-DBAULT IF INVESTIGATORS ABSENT/DONOHING:
Ricky & Dr. Prats answer the PA summons. Ricky bews the public
negotiator, while Prats provides medical authori& A.B.C. connection.
Ricky offers food, coffee, water, & first aid outd¢ the gate. Dr. Prats
promises a medical inspection of named detainees.erivately
identifies himself to Felo as A.B.C., but does nahnounce this to the
crowd. By ~20:45, they secure a limited agreementhe default
delegation is nowAra Teresa Barreto, Mar'a del Pilar Sosa, Felo
Quesada, & Padre Ignacio Rivas. Urratia & Collado join them. Lidia
MenZndez remains outside to record names & announcents, while
Julio Casta—eda stays to argue against destroyingigence. Prats
accompanies the delegation as medical officer. Rigkemains at the
gate to continue speaking to the crowd. This lonethe Mob
Temperature to 2. Most of the crowd waits restivelyhile they head to
El Limbg but Valctrcel remains openly hostile anll Chivosends
several opportunists to reconnoitre the rail spurrad side roads.
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KeeperOs Note: Ernesto Collado Mart'nez ( The False
Madman ). Ernesto infiltrated Mazorra two weeks ago for a
Carteles exposZ, feigning a hysterical fear of women while

secretly documenting corruption and abuse. With Mac hado
gone, he has finally revealed himself to El General. He knows
Cede-o0 as a young Universidad journalist and has re cently
dreamed of translucent, cadaverous patients wanderi ng

Mazorra by moonlight. He no longer knows whether th e
dream was prophecy or proof that Mazorra has broken him.
[see AoM #240, E&A #3 for stats & full write-up.]

Felo reluctantly surrenders his pistol. Valctrcel i s not
admitted; he seeks prisoners, not an inspection. On e
pedestrian gate opens only far enough to admit the party of
four, then closes behind them.

Teresa Pacheco announces the delegates® names over the
PA, making the expedition public and granting limit ed
protection. If they fail to return, everyone will k now who

entered and when.

SIDEBAR-AB.C. CELLCODES
Founded in 1931, A.B.C. was a
secret Cuban revolutionary society
opposed to President Machado. Its
compartmentalized structure used
7 senior A-cells (A1, A2, A3, etc.)
directing subordinate B- and C-cells,
limiting what any arrested member
could reveal. Members knew only
their immediate superior & direct
contacts. Code records rank/chain
of contact.B34 is the 4 B-rank
operative underA3; B36 is the 6th.
A C-rank code adds its supervising
B-member:C361 is the first C-rank
operative underB36. Thus Se—or
Vargas B34) & OFeloO Quesada
(B36) share the A3 branch, while
Ferrer C361) reports through Felo.
Dr. Prats C341) & guard Recio
(C346) report via Vargas.

# THE GUARDED FORENSIC PAVILION

El General and El Rey have not forgotten El Limbo. After La
Oficina came under El ReyOs authority, Teresa Pacheco
telephoned the Judicial Observation Pavilion  and called for its
officers over the PA. No one answered, so El General sent
twenty patient-soldiers from his Mobile Reserve to surround
the building.

By the time the delegation arrives they can see El GeneralOs
soldiers covering the main entrance, separate polic e door,
airing yard, exterior fire escape, and visible cell ar windows.

Ernesto OSgt CronistalCollado speaksto El GeneralOssoldiers
outside. Their orders are: ONo one leaves.O They r eport no
one has been seen leaving since  El GeneralOs cordon formed

at 6 pm. The patient-soldiers say they knocked, sho uted, but

no one has replied from inside. East Gate recorded two
Polic’a Nacional automobiles leaving Mazorra. The car first

left shortly after noon carrying officers, luggage, & document

boxes. A second followed less than half an hour lat er with
more police personnel.
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I I" SIDEBAR OPENINGEL LIMBQ: ElLimbo is secured, not
impregnable. The route chosen determines where the Investigators enter,
what they find first, how long entry takes, and whether the delegation

remains together.

Raute Method Advantage Cast or Danger
Main Entrance Regular Locksmith; Entire delegation 1 minute by
Hard STR or tools trand medical Locksmith; 5

minutes to force.
Extremely loud.

force. equipment enter

together.

Police Hard Locksmith or Direct accessto 5D10 minutes;
Entrance Mechanical Repair duty room, files, failure may jam
with tools. and evacuation  the lock.
evidence.
Coal Chute / Spot Hidden finds Basement access Single file, filthy,

through coal, and confined; 5B

Garbage Hoist latch; STR or
garbage, or soiled- 10 minutes

Mechanical Repair

opens it. linen stores. without bolt
cutters.

Fire Escape  Regular Climb; Reaches the 10 minutes; rusty
upper door second-floor staff and limited to 1D2
unlocked or forced. corridor, bypassing people at once.

Ward A.

Roof Hatch Reach by fire Quiet entry 10 minutes.
escape, ladder, or througlj the
rope; Hard STR or janitorOs room.

Mechanical Repair.
Underground Storm drains and  Reaches the May encounter
Mazorra sewers; Tambor  basement and Perdomo or the

must guide. active storm-drain Leopard Men first.

hatch.

Faied Entry Rolls: Faiure complicates or delays entry. Every significant
delay advances the clock toward 9:00 p.m.

CROSSING THE THRESHOLD

However the Investigators enter, the default being the main
entrance, El Limbo initially looks & feels abandoned rather
than defended.

Electric lights remain on in some rooms and dark in others.
One ceiling fan turns slowly above the Admissions D esk. The
air smells of damp plaster, carbolic disinfectant, stale
tobacco, and food left too long in tropical heat. A meal cart
stands in the lower corridor. Its covered trays hav e not been
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touched. Commitment papers, property tags, and seve ral
loose photographs lie scattered across the floor. A chair has
overturned beside the police entrance. One internal gate
hangs open, while others remain locked.

There are sounds inside: voices yelling and mutteri
metal clanking against bars both ahead and upstairs

ng, &

I I" SIDEBAR-FOUR LAERS OF EL LIMBO DISCOMVERY

Offices stripped of personal effects, unfinishe
records, absent keys, & signs of hurried departure.

Patients remain locked without food,
medication, or attendants since noon.

Abandonment
Captivity wate
A dead officer and evidence that the final shots we
fired between men already inside.

Several political prisoners show visible Twsl
changes. The remains of a dead guard have lost th
human shape.

Violence

Cantamination

Every substantial search, medical examination, f@d internal gate, or
argument among delegates consumes five to ten mires.

The Clock is ticking. Every significant delay brinthe clock closer to the
imposed deadline. The Leopard Men raid strikes &itpm inside.

Delegates Inside

The four delegates bring names, photographs, commit ment
orders, & rumours, but no reliable roster of who is inside;
Castellanos also lacks this information. Ana Teresa seeks
Tomis; Felo wants surviving police & restricted rec ords;
Lidia records every name and injury; Padre Rivas fo llows
calls for water or treatment. Their priorities may divide the
search.

I "" SEARCHING EL LIMBO

The main entrance opens into an abandoned intake ar ea.
Two barred gates control access, but only the inner gate is
locked. A key board behind the outer grille holds t he room
keys. Locksmith opens the inner gate without damage ;
failure costs five minutes. The admissions ledger | ies open.
Its final entries stop before noon and record that Roberto
Cede—o was transferred from Room 12 to Habana.

Several patients were scheduled for review that aft ernoon,
but no physician or police representative signed th e page. Dr.

Llerena was expected. The internal intercom, main P A
speaker, and telephone to the switchboard still wor k. The
search bay and holding pen are empty. The security

equipment locker stands open, with several truncheo ns and
restraint belts still there.
Ward A holds ordinary judicial patients, violent ad missions,

and prisoners whose assessments were never complete d.
Their locked doors have Judas observation slots; ro om keys
hang on the Admissions key board. Keys to the barred
corridor gates are missing, carried away by Perdomo , Puig,
and Miret.

Patient/prisoner reactions range from pleading and
confusion to suspicion and opportunism. Opening ev ery cell



is dangerous. Refusing to open any confirms the del egatesO
worst suspicions.

Police Duty Room & Federal Police Annex

The separate police room shows hurried evacuation r ather
than defence. Desk drawers have been pulled open. P ersonal
photographs and spare uniform & clothing are gone. Two
empty luggage straps lie beneath a desk. Ordinary d uty
records remain, while selected folders and prisoner -transfer

files are missing. A coffee cup has been knocked ov er and the
tan puddle is sticky where it fell.

A sign out book confirms that Falc—n and several of his HHSIESHIH e - #)/0123438
officers/staff left shortly after noon. TodayOs bla ckboard duty

b W th OMO and - oth Agente Pablo Miret lies face-down opposite the Hold ing Hall
roster hears t(:ny the ngmes PERDOMO and MIRET; othe r and glassed guard station. His name appears on his badge
names have been wiped away. & government identity card. His body is cooling; wh en rolled

. heir desks in th deral Poll lack over, two gunshot wounds are visible in his chest. His pistol
Ni ﬁ ng IS .ﬁtg eIIIr es i'nf.t € Fe. erg PIS |8(zehAnne x. B ac lies several feet away with one spent cartridge. Hi s belt keys
Ink had spilled all over the fingerprint desk, & th € camerain open ordinary grilles and rooms, but not Obs. X, Y, or Z.
front of the height measure wall is gone from its t ripod. Lt.
Falc—nOs office is locked; the file cabinets are em pty, as is the "
hooked board for cell keys. The armoury door is ope n; two THE PRISONERS INSIDE
Mauser rifles, a pistol, and thi rounds remain. The . . . . .
telephone here stillpreaches Main gv itchboard The Investigators (ideally) must identify each man being

' sought for, assess his condition, & decide what can safely be

The Uoper Corridor done for them and for any others they find using First Aid or

PP Medicine. Not everyone held in El Limbo is a political
Blood spatters mark the stairs to the upper landing where a prison.er..Ward A aIsp contqins accused Oﬁe”defs aw aiting
handprint stains the wall. From there, a heavier tr ail leads psychiatric examination, patients whose court revie Ws were
toward the basement stair ' repeatedly postponed, & several men simply abandone d

between the police, courts, and Mazorra.

Prisoner Affiliation Room Seeker Present Condtion Safest Possible Disposition?
Tamis Barreto Directorio courier Obs. Y Ana Teresa (sister), Lucid but showing early Twsha changes. Kno'Medical isolation under trusted
Directorio Cede-o vanished from Room 12 protection, not direct release
Joaqu'n Sosa Junior A.B.C. printer Obs.Z Mar'a Sosa A.B.C. Dehydrated, frightened, & at risk of seizure afte Medical evacuation with his mother
{AB.C. C362} and courier families missed anticonvulsants. observing at a safe distance.
EdebanFearer  A.B.C. legalist and 9 A.B.C. legalists, labou Injured but mentally clear. Refuses to leave Protective custody & witness status.
{AB.C. C361} labour lawyer organizers without files & other prisoners.
Basilio Mena Independent _ 10 Unionists,Padre Rivas Hypervigilant after beatings & isolation. Panics Supervised release through trusted
dockworkersO when approached by uniforms. civilians.

organizer, A.B.C. ally
EusbioVaela  A.B.C. source and Obs. X A.B.C, reformers, Witness to secret payments. Broke down undel Medical isolation & protective

Gobernaci—n whistle- Porra enemies  threat of torture. Twsha lesions spreading. custody.
blower.
AnslmoRojas  Dockworker with a 3 No outside advocate Killed a man during a florid religious delusion. Humane forensic detention with new
genuine mental illness He may become violent if he believes someone supervision.
threatens a sacred person or object.
Rogelio ¢H GalgoC Violent criminal falsely 7 Falsely claims A.B.C. Manipulative, claims to be {A.B.@C367}; Criminal custody. Disarm, search, an
Céebrera claiming political physically dangerous & already working loose keep under double guard.
status part of his bedframe for use as a club.
Raberto Cede—o  Student journalist Room Students, Directorio, Missing from his recorded room 12. Dehydrate(Rescue, treatment, & public
linked to the Directorioc  XIIl  journalists and secretly imprisoned. identification.

OTHER PRISONER-PATIENTS INSIDE EL LIMBO

Pdient Room# Why He Is Held Immediate Problem and Disposition
Ram—n 2 Arrested for disorderly violence while intoxicatethen left Tremulous, sweating, confused, and seeing thingsathare not there. This is a
Curbelo without alcohol or treatment. medical emergency, not grounds for release. Transfender escort to M1.

6!



Hilario 5
Pons

A suggestible young porter with developmental lirattons,
accused of helping burglars carry stolen propertyis
competency review was never completed.

Celestino 8
Mora

Set fire to his boarding room during an expansiveligious
and grandiose episode. Has not slept for severalghits.

Elderly vagrant found mute and nearly immobile afte
weeks in police custody. No clear charge in hisgfil

Franciscc 6
Leyva

Frightened and easily led. Move to the superviseéylroom and release only to
verified relatives or responsible hospital staff.

Charismatic, excitable, and likely to turn a releasnto a general breakout. Feed,
calm, and transfer to a secure clinical ward.

Dehydrated and physically neglected. Requires immiate nursing care & medical
transfer, not continued confinement.

OBS. Z: Joaqu'n Sosa

An unwell young man is lying on

the narrow cot behind the bars.

He is thin, unshaven, his lips

are dry & cracked, & his eyes
sunken.. At the sound of their

approach, he turns his head but

does not rise. If he attempts to
sit, dizziness forces him back
onto one elbow. He has received
neither water nor his
anticonvulsant meds since the

staff abandoned El Limbo.

KeeperOs Note: First Aid stabilizes Joaqu'n & prevents a
pending seizure. He is initially wary and asks who has come,
whether the police remain outside, & OAMi madre est 1 en la
puerta?0 If told truthfully that his mother Mar'a S osa is waiting
at the East Gate, no Persuade roll is needed; he relaxes enough
to fully cooperate.

Not long ago Joagu’n heard shouting, several shots, a body
falling, running boots, & afterward a heavy, wet se ttling
sound. He recognized Sgt. PerdomoOs voice yelling,  then saw
a wounded officer stagger down the stairs. | Before they
leave, he grips the cot and says, OTell my mother | am alive.
Tell her not to let them open the Mazorra gate.O Th en he
adds, OBarreto is next door. He was answering me be fore &

spoke of Cede-0.0

Obs. Y: Tomis Barreto
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A young man stands several feet behind the grille. He is
lean & dark-haired, perhaps 25, with several daysO stubble
and a fading bruise beneath one eye. His wrinkled w hite
shirt hangs open at the collar, one cuff torn; his dark

7!

trousers have been stripped of belt & braces, and h e is
barefoot. He is able to stand, but he watches the n ewcomers
warily after hearing them talk to Joaquin.
If Ana Teresa is present, she calls his name.OATomt  s!O
He moves quickly toward the bars, relief breaking t hrough
his caution. OAAna? AC—mo entraste?0
Only when he reaches the grille and raises a hand t oward
her does light catch the translucent patches spread ing from
an abrasion on his wrist. Similar changes are visib le
beneath the stubble along his jaw and low on his ne ck.

KeeperOs Note - Preventing

Contact:  Anyone familiar with

the Twsha recognizes the risk.

The locked grille gives time to

intervene. A direct warning  stops

Ana. Vague warnings require

Persuade or Psychology. On a

failure , she clasps Tom$sOs hand

through the bars and risks

exposure.

Ana accepts temporary isolation

only if given a clear explanation

and a credible plan for his

examination and release.
Once reassured, Tomfs speaks, though only because A na
is present. He remembers Puig and Perdomo restraini ng
him that morning. Puighs hands felt damp, and the s kin

beneath his damaged glove already looked odd, almos t
glistening with frosted blood. He denied speaking t 0 Cede-o
but said Varela had said he had seen him in the Lav atory
once under guard.

Obs. X: Eusebio Varela

Eusebio Varela is a narrow-
faced man in his late thirties
with thinning blond hair & wire-
rimmed spectacles. He is sitting
upright on his cot in
shirtsleeves. He is awake, &
looks well, and still has on his
belt and & shoes. The contrast
to the othersinside Obs Y & Z is
striking.

"AQuiZnes son ustedes?... Are
you... con ellos? ALa polic’'a?"

A former Gobernaci—n bookkeeper, Varela handled par t of
the gastos reservados ledger concealing payments to police



informers and Porra auxiliaries. He copied several

entries
for an A.B.C. intermediary. An intercepted A.B.C. r eport
repeated an incorrect total found only in VarelaOs working
copy, allowing the Porra to trace the leak to him. Falc—nOs
men seized him outside Gobernaci—n, falsified his t ransfer
to Mazorra, and brought him to Obs. X to identify t he
payees, his A.B.C. contacts, and the location of hi s

duplicate records.

KeeperOs Note: Spot Hidden inside his cell reveals an enamel
mug still holding water, the remains of rice and be ans, a partly
used packet of cigarettes, and two smoked stubs. Va rela notices

the delegates studying them. OThey wanted me awake. To
question me.O Only at close range and with another successful
Spot Hidden are fine, glasslike flecks visible beneath his che ek
and wrists where Perdomo had gripped him. They are slowly
spreading; he too is infected with Twsha.

A search of the Obs. X clipboard or the Pending Roo m finds a
carbon interrogation summary impossibly initialled by Falc—n

who left at noon:  016:40. Subject provided one name and one
dead-letter address. Duplicate records not recovere d.
Continue below.O  This proves Varela spoke, although not why.

If Felo sees the carbon summary, he recognizes the contactOs
alias & the dead-letter address as genuine. He shar ply demands
what else Varela revealed. Padre Rivas insists that coercion be
established before anyone calls him an informer, wh ile Urrutia

declares very firmly that only El Rey may pass judgment within

Mazorra. Psychology recognizes shame and fear rather than
smugness. Threatened with Room XlII and told that C ede—o had
already been taken below, Varela gave up one A.B.C. contact &
a dead-letter drop. He did not reveal where he conc ealed the
duplicate payment records. He does not know whether police
reached either target before abandoning El Limbo. A calm
promise of protective custody, backed by a successf ul Persuade
roll, gets him to admit this. Accusations of betray al make him
defensive and silent. The food and cigarettes were rewards for
submission, not evidence that he was treated humane ly.

SIDEBAR -WHAT THE PRISONERS KNOW OF THE PATIENT UPRISING

The detainees in Obs. X, Y, and Z have heard fragntseof PA announcements|
through the corridor loudspeaker: references to ar@uvn, an Emergency
Patient Council, the East Gate, and orders that goners not be harmed. They,
do not know whether this is a genuine uprising, @scue attempt, or another
police deception. Cede—o in XlIl heard none of tRé& announcements clearly
from the basement. Cede—o heard little beyond gurdiand PerdomoOs panid
and remains unsure who now controls Mazorra above.

Inside the Upstairs Guard Station

Through the reinforced glass of the locked guard st ation,
something lies crumpled behind an overturned chair. From
the corridor it resembles a heap of wet uniforms or sodden
laundry. The door is unlocked but closed.

Once inside, the truth becomes harder to mistake. A low
mound of cloudy, jelly-grey tissue has spread acros s the floor
and partly over the fallen chair. On the wall behin ditis a
broad crimson stain at chest height, marked by two bullet

holes.
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Keeper® Note - Remains of Guard Puig: Previously infected, the Mazorra
guard Mario Puig was shot & killed at 7:40 pm & TWwa transformation
accelerated after death. Without a living nervousystem to retard, Twsha
tissue transforms into Twshwa control nodule. Seajrthe remains clearly
requires a SAN roll, 0/1D3. Recognizing the remairss Puig raises the
total loss for this discovery to 1/1D6; it is not amulative. This was once a
Mazorra guard temporarily assigned t&l Limbo.Torn khaki cloth, a leather
belt, one boot, a riot baton, a brass whistle, ana Mazorra guardOs badge
are embedded in the mass, as though a man had begroured out of his
uniform and left to set badly. Several bullets anmhetallic fragments hang
motionless within the tissue. A successfi8pot Hiddenreads PuigOs name
on the badge and notices a ring of keys hanging frohis belt. The keys
open rooms 9D17. Recovering them without direct ctact requires gloves,
cloth, forceps, another tool, or cutting away theeltt.

Bare skin touching Puig©s moist remains or an attst prisoner risks
Twsha exposure. Direct contact with contaminateddud, tissue, or an
affected person requires a Hard CON roll; residue objects requires a
Regular CON roll. Gloves or another impermeable ber reduce the
difficulty by one level; proper intact medical prettion prevents exposure.

SIDEBAR DHEGATEESCORT REAQIONS TOTWSHA

NPC PON Success Faiure
Am Teesa DI TO"?*‘S.OS re.leas.(Rushes toward him despite
Barret 55  but accepts brief isolation if RIS

ELS dealt with honestly. 9s-
Rafael GreloO 60 Suspects a Porra weapon, Publicly accuses the police
Quesada experiment, or poisoning. risking panic.
Lidia 55 Records the lesions & asks Freezes, drops her notes,
MenZndez who touched Puig. or refuses to approach.

Supports precautions, but
insists the affected remain
patients and witnesses.

Shields the others. ONo ha

Prays aloud; urges

Padre Rivas 70 immediate withdrawal.

Backs away with fists

Balta_sar g5 ~ campana M9 ER Ievantg.o raised or shoves others
Urrutia He stops anyone touching clear
the remains. :
. . Convinced his dream is
SEEENEES TG (BT unfolding exactly as before
Emesto OST s V5 @lselins, Al oL He loudly warns that more
N controlled, he records every : :
Cronista® 65 detail & whispers. Ol have affected patients will cross
Cdlado [P the grounds, risking panic

seen this before, walking

outside by moonlight.O & ferEalling li S Enses

OmadnessO may be real.

Player Investigators make the usual SAN rolls. For NPCs, roll POW only when
reaction matters.

In the same room, beside a metal waste bin next to one of
the desks is a stack of restricted files. Matches a nd a bottle
of lamp ail lie nearby, but the papers were never b urned. The
files identify the detainees held in rooms 9917 and include




separate folders for those confined in Obs. X, Y, a
additional folder is empty. Its tab bears only an X
O10s0r XIlI.

nd Z. One
with three

I " FINDING CEDE,O

Ernesto recognizes Cede—00s name as a younger stude nt
journalist who occasionally supplied Carteles reporters with
campus rumours, arrest notices, & names of missing

students. Cede—00s Police Annex file assigns him to Room 12
and records his transfer to Habana that afternoon. That
entry is false. His shoes, belt, University ID, and effects

remain in the Federal Police Annex , while a carbon copy in
the Pending Room gives different  time & forged signature.
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Cede—00s hidden notebook would identify Porra offic ers,
secret members, informers, and Mazorra collaborator s
connected to false transfers and vanished prisoners . Before
MachadoOs fall it threatened exposure; now that he has fled,
the names inside may become death warrants when

revolutionaries and victims® families begin reprisa Is.
Perdomo remained behind to force Cede—o to reveal t he

notebook and identify anyone holding copies.

KeeperOs Note: First Aid & water help to revive him. Only at close
range and with a successful  First Aid , Medicine , or Spot Hidden

roll are pathognomonic Twsha transparenting marks v isible
along one arm and his neck, where Puig gripped him while
fastening the restraints.
After he becomes coherent, Cede—o will talk. Perdo mo &
Puig brought him downstairs after his supposed tran sfer &
demanded the location of his notebooks & the names of
other Directorio investigators. Cede—-o gave them a false

meeting place but concealed where his records were
hidden.

Roberto Cede-o said after the shooting upstairs the

observation-booth light came on behind the one-way glass
allowing him to see inside. He saw an injured Perdo mo open
a cabinet, gather papers, and struggle with a ring of keys.

"/
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Through the open intercom, he heard Perdomo gasping &
muttering: Through the open intercom, Cede—o heard him
mutter: OPuig melted like clear wax... like liquid glass, after

| shot him. A Dios m'o... Madre Sant'sima! Am | next?0 He
never entered Room XIII, much to RobertoOs relief.

" $ SDEBAR REPORING TO THEAEFOPORTOCROWD: The
Investigators must decide what the delegates repoaver the PA before
communications are cut off ~ 9:05 p.m. Concealingé visible changes
risks destroying the delegationOs trust. Announcig unidentified
contagion may provoke panic among the families aramed men
outside. A controlled report by the Investigatorsvgs names and
conditions without speculation, such a®Tomzs Barreto, Eusebio
Varela, and Joaqu’'n Sosa have been found alive. Thequire medical
treatment and cannot yet be safely moved. No detage is to be
approached without medical supervision.O

Ideally the report reassures the crowd that namedrigoners are alive
while buying the Investigators time to determine velther the Twsha can
be contained.

! " FINDING SGT. PERDOMO

Prior bloodstains along the basement corridor from the stairs

to Room XIlIOs antechamber and observation booth ar e his.
The side door opening onto the utility stair has bl oody
handprints. More blood stains on the descending sta irs
beside scuffed boot marks and smears of cloudy, tra nslucent
tissue. At the bottom and around the corner, Perdom o0s
escape has failed. Blood and grey-clear residue str eak the
wheel of a storm-drain hatch he turned only partway before
collapsing.

Sargento Nicanor Perdomo lies beside it, feverish, bleeding,
and visibly changing. His wounded hand is partly
translucent, with patches spreading beneath his sle eve. His
revolver lies within reach with one cartridge unfir ed, and his
lit flashlight has rolled away.

He did not remain from loyalty. After Falc—n fled a nd
Machado fell, Perdomo knew the Porra and their
accomplices, like himself, would face reprisals. Ce de-00s

notebook could name them. Perdomo stayed to force i ts
location from him, destroy the most dangerous recor ds, and
escape before MazorraOs new rulers found him.
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Blood loss and Twsha
e hatch
overy &

| turns cold

KeeperOs Note - The BaronOs Hand.
weakened Perdomo, but Baron Kriminal also seized th
spindle, holding a torturer inside Mazorra for disc
judgment. As Perdomo strains at the wheel, the meta
beneath his hands & a low, mocking laugh seems to r ise through
the drain. He sees no one & cannot tell whether the sound is real.
Mechanical Repair finds no lasting fault; the wheel turns after he
releases it. While Mateo lives & OthelloOs wards ho  Id, the Baron
is limited to brief, targeted interventions against the guilty. Spot
Hidden shows that beneath his blood soaking coat are pape rs;
Porra payment chits, falsified transfers, interroga tion summaries
bearing his initials, concealed-detainee lists, and signed removal

orders. They establish that Perdomo accepted Porra payments,
assisted interrogations in Room XIIl, beat prisoner s, falsified
custody records, and helped dispose of detainees wh o died under
questioning.

If approached calmly before 9 p.m., Perdomo admits Puig

began horribly changing inside La Pecera. He shot him, but

cannot say whether terror, recognition of his own i nfection,
or a wish to silence Puig made him fire. Miret ente red, saw
Perdomo standing over the apparently unarmed guard, drew
his pistol, and died in the exchange. Cede—o remain ed inside

Room XllI. He adds, OSomeone was below me when | wa S
trying to leave. Laughing. The wheel would not turn forme.O

SARGENTO NICANOR PERDOMO
Federal Cuban Police official]

[Corrupt 50 yo male

STR 55, CON 45, SIZz 60,
HP 1+1D6, Move 4, DB/Build 0/0

DEX 50, POW 55

Skills:
%,

Combat: Brawl 40% (1D3); .38 Revolver 60% (1D10);
Dodge 25%, First Aid 35%, Intimidate 55%, Listen 50
Psychology 35%, Spot Hidden 50%. Perdomo suffers a
Penalty Die on physical actions.

Perdomo fires his
or a monster.
n; threats may

KeeperOs Note B PerdomoOs Last Cartridge:
last bullet only if rushed, attacked, or mistaken f
A promise of medical help elicits a brief confessio

make him seize the revolver before speaking. He los es 1D3 HP
every five minutes. First Aid delays further loss f or fifteen
minutes; Medicine delays it for one hour, or longer if he is
returned to M1. Contact with Perdomo, his blood, r evolver,
papers, keys, or the hatch risks Twsha exposure. Spot Hidden

notices cloudy residue on each contaminated surface

0!

o Twsha
collapses
ns upstairs.

Iffwhen Perdomo dies, his body sags & collapses int
matter within 1D3 minutes. After ~5-10 minutes he
entirely into a cloudy mass resembling PuigOs remai

Every five minutes spent treating, questioning, or
Perdomo interferes with their countdown Delegate mi

moving
ssion.

The Investigators may save Perdomo, preserve eviden  ce,
protect the prisoners, or intercept the approaching Leopard
Men (see below). Unless they act decisively, theya  re unlikely

to accomplish all four in the time remaining.

# " THE LEOPARD CULTISTSO RAIDON  EL LIMBO
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The Leopard Men raid begins inside El Limbo at 9:00 p.m.

This is one of seven raiding parties being sent thr ough
MazorraOs Underground to spread fear, kill isolated
resistance, seize victims, & demonstrate that Yobam a now

commands the night (  see upcoming AoM #252 ).
YobamaOs Orders

Yobama chose EIl Limbo personally as one of his revenge

sites. Years ago, after Habana Harbour police disco vered him
murdering & consuming a sailor, bribed officials sp ared him
trial and committed him to Mazorra as criminally in sane. He
was first processed through this forensic pavilion, where
police and physicians stripped, restrained, photogr aphed,
fingerprinted, interrogated, & classified the forme r Bati Yeli
as a numbered lunatic.

He has never forgotten the humiliation. Tonight, hi s Leopard
Men who enter will decide who will be captive. His cannibal

Cultist Raiders are to:

enter El Limbo through the storm drain;

kill / incapacitate anyone who bars their way;

cut its telephone & PA connection;

seize 1-2 suitable prisoners for sacrifice;

leave YobamaOs leopard-claw mark on a body inside

I
I
I
I

A

.I' withdraw before organized resistance arrives.

O WNE

Theydonotplantohold  ElLimbo. They ignore prisoners who
neither resist nor obstruct them. Once they have on e captive,
or if two raiders are incapacitated, the survivors retreat.
The terror raid Cultists know nothing about Perdomo Os
shootings, Room XIII, or the Twsha.



Raider Rde, Equipment & Tactics

Jar Former Mazorra guard. Carries stolen keys, flasliitgrevolver, knife,

Dolge & leopard mask. Controls doors, lights, & communittans; avoids
prolonged combat.

Ablio  Enforcer with claw-fork, knife, & cord. Kills resénce, blocks pursuit.

Maceo & subdues captives.

Scout & carrier with shaded lantern, pry bar, gagsilcloth sack, and

ggf;? ritual marking materials. Selects/carries one capte; retreats rather
than fight.

. HP/ . .

Raider Move Cambat Key Skills & Special Rules
POW 55, Intimidate 60%,

Jage 12/ Brawl 55%; .38 Revolver 55% Loocksmlth SOZ"d Nawgate

g (1D10); Knife 45% (1D4+2); 007 Spot Hidden 60%,
Ddz 8 ! ' Stealth 65%. Bonus Die to

Dodge 35% - .
navigate or manipulate doors,

lights, & services inside

Abdlio 14/ Brawl 70% (1D3+1D4); Claw- STR 80, POW 65, Build 1;
Fork 70% (1D6+1+1D4); Knife Climb 55%, Intimidate 70%,

Maceo 8  goy, (1D4+2+1D4); Dodge 35% Stealth 50%.
POW 45, Listen 65%,
Locksmith 55%, Sleight of
Nicasio 11/ Brawl 40% (1D3); Pry Bar 45% Hand 60%, Spot Hidden 70%,
> (1D6); Knife 40% (1D4+2); Stealth 75%. Bonus Die on
CuZlar 9 Dodge 50% manoeuvres to seize keys,

captives, or escape close
combat.

" WHO ARRIVES AT THE HATCH FIRST AT 9:00 PM?

r where
pends on

Raiders open the hatch precisely at 9 p.m. no matte
the Investigators are. The order of happens next de
how what time it is when they finally get down here

Situation What Happens

Raiders first The hatch opens next to Perdomo. If conscious & agah he
fires at Dolz. His shot, death, or transformationistupts but
does not stop entry.

Investigators They find Perdomo beside shut hatch. During treatmieor

first questioning, the wheel turns & lantern light appearbelow.

Bath arrive The hatch rises as the PCs arrive. Maceo opens &lD

together enters first. Perdomo fires at Dolz; CuZllar theariges for
his gun.

Raderspass  They kill Perdomo, cut El LimboOs communicationsm

unopposed cells, seize a captive, mark a body, and withdraw.

I " $ PERDOMOOS LAST SHOT?

Seeing Leopard masked Cultists climb through the ha tch,
Perdomo fires if conscious, still armed, not restra ined.
Whether alone or with Investigators he shoots at Do Iz.

Result Effect

Extreme Dolz is badly wounded. Maceo attacks Perdomo unles®pped.
Hard Dolz is wounded and falls back; the raid stalls lefiy.

Regular  The bullet grazes Dolz or shatters the light.

Faiure The shot strikes masonry; Maceo surges through aattacks.
Fumble The revolver jams or falls from PerdomoOs chandiagd; CuZllai

seizes it (and becomes infected)

Image generated via ChatGPT-5.6

PerdomoQs single shot disrupts the raid by attracti ng
attention from anyone in  El LimboOsbasement or main level.

KeeperOs Note: Investigators may parley, but Dolz stalls only
while CuZllar reaches for PerdomoOs keys & Maceo wa its to
strike; Psychology exposes the ruse. Fast Talk or Persuade
opposed by POW 55 buys one minute, two on a Hard su ccess.

Once Perdomo is dead, his horrible Twsha changes be gin after
1D3 minutes; seeing this triggers the raidersO POW rolls;
complete collapse follows 5 more minutes. Investiga tors
deliberately stalling for this eerie change gain a Bonus Die on

their first action against each raider who fails th eir POW. A
Fumble will send that raider fleeing out & towards their temple.
In darkness and masked, Dolz recognizes a previousl| y

encountered Investigator only with Spot Hidden 60% at Penalty;
But if light catches their face or he hears their v oice, roll Spot
Hidden normally. Anyone able to identify him becomes a

witness the raiders cannot safely leave behind & wi Il be
attacked by Dolz & his men.

I $ ~9:05P.M. PA ANNOUNCEMENT

A loudspeaker overhead crackles with Tessa Pacheco® s
pressured and frightened voice:

OAttention! Attention! All Mazorra wards & pavilion s are
instructed to secure their cellar, drain, & service entrances.
Unidentified masked men have been seen emerging fro mEQO

If Dolz reaches the basement telephone junction, he cuts El

LimboOstelephone/PA line & warning dissolves into static.

I " $ TWSHA COMPLICATIONS

The Leopard Men Cultists misread & misunderstand Tw sha.

Dolz calls it contamination. Maceo proof that Yobam aOs
power preceded them. CuZllar refuses to touch anyon e

visibly affected.

to be continuedE



COMMENTS
E&A #13
ATTRONARCH: GommOs attempted theft seems to have
earned his humiliation, although Beklomda MorOs war rior
minions® amusement at her order should have warned him.
In addition to that quest for finding that necklace of shadows
which left the entire party but Gomm shorn of treas ure and
magic from that powerful dragon, | wonder if the sp ell caster

cannot make Gomm make true amends by arranging for
resurrection of her non-human companion?

AVRAM GRUMER : RAE all three of your role-playing &
adjacent play write-ups that spanned a week of real life.
Thanks also for the game-news information about Fre d
Hicks et al. 1 like the fact that both the tinted page colour
and inclusion of your name at the bottom of each pa ge makes
it easier to landmark your zine in EQA.

BRIAN ROGERS: Happy Birthday Brian! RAE your
reminiscences about role-gaming as WWI Germans in a
zeppelin recovering dinosaurs from Maple White Land , and
having a T-Rex egg hatch on board. Ditto your statt ing up
Spider-Queen for V&V. <> Thanks for your flattering remarks

re Twsha and Pulp Talents.

ERICA L. FRANK: | continue to be in awe of the variety of
solo/indie games you write about, ditto your recent Game
Jams. Thanks also for the details of the many qui rky and
obscure bundled games you mention that support good
causes both here and on the E&A Discord.

DYLAN CAPAL: Your comments about enjoying the film
Backrooms suggest you may enjoy the meta-media horror
novel House of Leaves by Mark Z. Danielewski.

JIM VASSILAKOS: Thanks for your kind words about
Medical Horror. Ditto bringing up the topic of exp anding the

E&A page limit: | may be one of the few inclined to push
beyond A&EQs former sixteen-page limit, but | do no t think
DylanOs preference for interaction and LisaOs prefe rence for
substantial essays are necessarily in conflict. The strongest
zines often contain both: new material worth discus sing and
enough room for thoughtful responses to it. Patrick RileyOs
observation is relevant here too, since play narrat ives
become especially valuable when they reveal the
participants® reasoning, disagreements, rulings, an d later
reflections. That kind of commentary takes space, b ut it is
often where the most useful exchange occurs.

My own difficulty is that cutting material does not always
solve the problem. | can remove a section and postp one it,

but comments from other contributors then generate
revisions, qualifications, and entirely new ideas. The prose
grows back like kudzu. My  Pulp Talents essay was written
last November and omitted wholesale from 5 earlier issues,
and Secrets of the Twsha was largely complete by January,
bumped 3 months (and Lisa PadolOs extensive comment s
prompted another substantial revision). A little mo re room
would also let me respond properly to other zines i nstead of
compressing comments into terseness or sending larg e
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portions privately by direct message, where they no longer
contribute to the wider discussion.

| am not convinced that the limit needs to be doubl ed, nor
that every zine should become exactly 16 pages. A m ore
modest increase, or occasional flexibility when an essay or
project genuinely requires it, might preserve the d iscipline of

a limit without forcing contributors to choose betw een
substantial content and substantial interaction. El ectrons
may be cheap, but readers® attention is not; the an swer,
however, is good editing and clear organization rat her than

an inflexible page count.

JOHN REDDEN: RAE vyour gaming write-ups. Re

Slugblaster ; this looks interesting, if a bit too young for me

| found a related YT video for this game which had some
vintage commercials with one including this dubious line;
OThere is nothing cooler than homework.O I Very cool to

see your vintage Parisienne copy of LOAppel de Cthulhu 8!
Obviously, that was no earthquake that knocked it o ff the
shelf, it was the rumblings of one of the Burrowers Beneath.

JOSHUA KRONENGOLD: Re Accidental Recall #12 ; just
below this | misread OFor Ever & Anon 130  as Forever &
Anon(!) RYCTM: Yes, | think the homebrew Pulp Talent
Commanding Presence could help to reverse the effects of a
failed SAN roll, at least for a short time.

LISAPADOL: Thankyouveryv ery much for your thoughtful
comments and constructive criticism regarding AoM # 249. |
took them seriously, and the resulting revisions ma de for
stronger Pulp Talents and a clearer, better-organized
OAppendix A: Secrets of the Twsha.O This amended AoM
#249, marked as such on the first page, will eventu ally
replace the earlier version. IOm most grateful for the time and
care you put into those comments. IOve also added p  layer
agency tags to this monthOs write-up. BTW Twsha is
pronounced exactly as it is spelled: "TWO-shuh" (/ 'tu".#$
in IPA).

MATT OCapt. Baloney Face® STEVENS: RYCTM on my
homebrew Pulp Talent, Muscles of Bronze . That is a fair
question, especially when a  Talent risks sounding like an

ability-score bonus in disguise. My intent is not s imply Othis
hero has a high STR.O Muscles of Bronze represents a

distinctively pulp-heroic physicality: a body devel oped
through exceptional upbringing, relentless training , and
constant exposure to danger. Doc Savage is the obvi ous
inspiration for the name, but Tarzan is another mod el. Both
possess more than brute strength. They combine powe r,
endurance, balance, reflexes, breath control, resil ience, and
an almost instinctive command of their own bodies. DocOs
abilities were deliberately cultivated from childho od by
experts, while TarzanOs developed through survival and
adaptation from infancy. Either way, the result is not merely
large muscles. It is an integrated physical discipl ine of those
same muscles that allows the hero to climb, grapple , swim,
resist fatigue, absorb punishment, break a fall, ho Id an
impossible position, or summon one final desperate effort

when an ordinary athlete would fail.

I view Muscles of Bronze as diegetic in much the same way
as your OPlastic FaceO example for Richard Benson,  alias The



|
Avenger . It is neither magical nor a substitute for a good STR

score or appropriate skills. A high STR tells us th at a
character is powerful.  Muscles of Bronze tells us what kind

of power they possess and why it operates according to the
heightened logic of pulp adventure. In other words, this is
not merely a strong person, this is a human body al most
supernaturally forged for pulp adventure.

[BTW, in answering your question | was suddenly rem inded
that >30 years ago | created a very similar trait, Pulp

Athleticism, for Robin Laws® OTE campaign when | played the
great-grandson of the Spider, Richard Wentworth IlI ]

MICHAEL CULE: I very much hope your swan-song
attendance at STABCON will be an amazing one.

MYLES CORCORAN: RAE Mausritter write-up as usual. |

guess if you are gonna have an NPC knight named Sir Alf
Shrewslayer there will be some shrew slaying, with the
possibility of additional vole mauling too. Our dau ghter
picked up the keys for her own LaurenGaff June 1 st; after
movers shifted furniture into the top floor of the place she is
renting with two other young women, she moved in Ju ly 14.

Re Jerry GretzingerOs Map: This example of (outsider)
generative art was quite fascinating to behold. | found that
you can explore a high-resolution, interactive arch ive from
10years ago hosted onthe  Jerry's Map Digital Scan Viewer

PATRICK RILEY: RAE your Kublacon Prime write-up . The

Zone sounds fascinating with the right players, but The
Crooked Moon for 5e downright exasperating. Re your 7e
pre-published Cthulhu scenario; | am envious; | remember
when at GenCon a few years ago | tried to get into about 6-
7 CoC events, & with the lottery got into only one, OAcross
the PacificO (for 6e) & one adjacent event for the  Arkham

Horror RPG. Re Aurora Cove: RAE. But no emergency

services (voluntary or permanent) to deal with fore st-fires,
marine emergencies, unruly tourists, or Moose shoo- ing?
No village dump? No gasoline pump for visiting vehi cles?

RYCTM: | forgot that in  Pulp Cthulhu the option to spend
Luck to avoid certain death, called coincidentally Avoiding
Certain Death . Cost: all Luck points, 30 points minimum
required (page 74 of ChaosiumOs Pulp Cthulhu ). So | will
eliminate OCliffhanger Escape® as homebrew talent. | RYC
on the Pulp Talent Wild Man/Woman  Operhaps it could come

"3l

with a drawback, such as penalty dice on some other skills
or when within an urban setting.O | think what | really need
to do is to write an entirely new Jungle Hero Pulp Archetype

to include the types of pulp heroes like Tarzan, Ka -Zar,
Sheena, Jan of the Jungle, Ki-Gor, Bomba the Jungle Boy,
and the like. Or even expand to include prehistoric heroes

frozen & thawed out (ala Olce-Cube Man0).

PETER HILDRETH: 1Om
glad | was the catalyst for
your premier issue here in
E&A. As for your personal
Gen Con history, it was
careless of you to share that
vintage badge. Now anyone
can now use/update it for
admissionto Gen Con LIX!

SCRIBBLE M. HORROR: | had never heard of Nomic before;
thanks for the introduction. It seems much deeper t han
another "self-modifying" game I0Om familiar with called Fluxx .

<> | RAE your Yolmi write-up from the online session you

ran, not least because of the quirky Quentin Blake- ish
illustrations, but also for that wonderfully evocat ive map you
drew. It was quite a surprise to see such an almost pre-
Cambrian RPG relic re-surface in 2026, and the map itself
was astonishingly beautiful. | seem to recall that The Realm
of Yolmi was once one of E&Aer Matt StevensO collectible Ho  ly
Grails. | later followed your embedded links down y our
gaming blog, which led me to even more wonderful Yolmi

material, including still more scribbly horrors.

PATRICK ZOCH: Life is too short to be without a clicky
keyboard. | miss my old WASD  CODE 104-Key Mechanical
Keyboard - Cherry MX Clear | first purchased in 201 4, and
then foolishly spilled soda on it earlier this year . It was
loud, heavy & perfect for me. !'!"#$%$! &%$! '()B! "#$%E&'( !
*$+,(&%-"1()&O( (L) &+123.-) (%$I'134&,5$12(%!  +(1%!.$$-'6!!!

TIMOTHY COLLINSON:  Huzzah for breaking out of the foot-
notes and in front of the footlights with Travelling Light . You
look like a delighted father! Re Thomas M Price pseudonym
for Tom Mouet for Reasons; looking this up, | can see why.
Kudos for getting to role-game  Traveller with him as Referee.
OHappy LandingsO was a very inspirational WD Travel ler
article for myself as well back in the day.

Everyone Else: RAEBNC

July 14n 2026 Forest-fire smoke from northwestern Ontario colours
HamiltonOs skies an unhealthy yellow.

July 18th 2026 B.C.M.
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Attronarch, The Exalted Overlord of Uncontested Vastlands
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Overlord's Annals is a monthly
zine in which | share session reports
from games | either run or have par-
ticipated in.

Sometimes | also share our house
rules and other re ections too. Art
is primarily from players—see attribu-
tions for details.

In this issue | share three session re-
ports from the Conquering the Bar-
barian Altanis Dungeons & Dragons
campaign.

Charmed by gold; charmed by lust;
charmed by the witch.

Conquering the Barbarian
Altanis Campaign

I'm running a weekly online old-
school D&D game focused on under-
world and wilderness adventures in
the Wilderlands of High Fantasy Bar-
barian Altanis—a hostile land lled
with ancient riches and antediluvian
evils.

You can learn more about our cam-
paign at: https://attronarch.com
/wilderlands

Beginners and experienced players
welcome alike. Write to me at
attronarch@mailbox.org  if you'd
like to join.

Attributions
Text copyright © Attronarch, 2026.
Dalkanarion's Poenby Theo.

Typeset in BTpX with Charter, a print-
friendly typeface.
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Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 117

Adventurers

Ambros, cleric level 5 Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Gomm, thief level 5 Swarthy, good
looking, dark-skinned thief. Sweet
opium-like aroma is his fragrance of
choice.

Hedwig Hogwarts, elf level 3 An al-
ways alert owl masquerading as an
elf.

Harvestime 18th, Earthday

Another week with Ah'sas the Terrible
Witch.

All adventurers were put to hard
work—no loiters allowed! Six were
ordered to construct two new tree-
houses so they have a covered place
to sleep. Her little hut was too small
to house them all. Hedwig, being a
female elf, was delegated to bushes
and hardest of duties.

Beorg and Balarus fell to the witch's
charm, and were trying their best to
full all her wishes. Others went
along, if for no other reason than for
having food and safe place to rest
whilst lost in the Eyestone jungle.

Gomm and Ambros had a plan of their
own though. Whilst others toiled,

they set out for a scouting expedi-
tion, aiming to investigate as much

of sunken fort as possible. Hedwig
joined them. After all, anything is bet-

ter than abuse from Ah'sas the Envi-
ous!

Ambros and elf took off their heavy
armours, and only carried backpacks
with adventuring gear. Gomm also
took off his clothes, carrying nothing
but loincloth, backpack, and a few
vials of oil. Bakaru joined them to
guard the dugout. And so they left for
the dungeon.

The trio moved with haste, doing
their best to remain as quiet as pos-
sible. They traversed the pillared
antechamber, opting for north-west
doors this time. That led them into
a corridor with two doors and a junc-
tion. First doors were steel and with-
out any visible hinges. Second were
plain wooden doors, like those they've
encountered before. Junction splin-
tered left, and forward. Path for-
ward was blocked by thick glass bar-
rier within which an angry incorpo-
real form banged, mouthing curses in
silence.

Gomm picked the steel doors open,
leading into a corridor with two junc-
tions. Then him and Ambros nailed
the doors shut while beefy Hedwig
held it open.

Scouting just a bit ahead, the party
had found the following:

— Stairs leading down, past their
torchlight. Teeth covered some
of stairs.

— A dead end with stone wheel be-
hind a plate. Hedwig was strong
enough to turn it, but the wheel
would rotate back in the start-
ing position as soon as she let
go of it.

— A corridor with iron caltrops
large enough to stop an ogre
from passing further.

— A dark chamber with fountain in
the centre. Small, squat, hairy,
naked creature slurped liquid
from it every minute or so.

Judging that all three paths into the

unknown sounded very risky, they re-
turned to the corridor with glass bar-

rier. Listening at the wooden doors
revealed nothing but silence. Except
glass banging to the side, that is.

“Hey, | hear something.”
Hedwig informed her allies.

Indeed, sound of metal scrapping
against the oor could be heard.
Sound was getting louder by the sec-
ond, approaching wooden doors they
came through. Thinking on their feet,
they opted to run towards the glass
barrier, then turn left into the un-
known.

That led them down a turning corri-
dor and to another wooden doors. Ad-
venturers promptly doused their light
sources, and waited in silence.

Loud bashing sound could be heard,
as doors swung open and slammed
against the stone wall. Metal scrap-
ping was now very loud, as was the
thick smell of oil. Another sound of
slamming doors, and scrapping be-
came quieter and quieter.

Estimating that the danger is over,
adventurers re-lit their torches and

lanterns, and proceeded to open the
newly found doors. A small chamber,
some twenty by thirty feet, with noth-

ing much but two dozen of clay pots.
Each had a lid with primitive symbols.
Three had abstract ames, one round
triskellions, and the remainder had

abstract stick-snakes on them.

Following a brief investigation, they
backtracked to previous wooden
doors, and forced them open. A weird
thirty by thirty feet chamber with two
lines of shelves. A dozen gurines
of gnomes with various mining equip-
ment rested on each shelf.

Ambros returned to the pot cham-
ber, cast Find Traps and surveyed the
room. All lids with snake symbols
lit gently. He informed Gomm, and
moved to the gnome chamber. Noth-
ing lit up. Then he went to the glass
barrier.
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Angry ghost cowered in fear in the
presence of Curate of Aniu! Ambros
could see only portion of the chamber
beyond the glass barrier. It was a hole
with stone bridge standing on a pil-
lar. The bridge was perpendicular to
Ambros, or in other words, was going
from left to right.

Gomm delightfully opened re and
triskellion pots, nding ammable oil
in the former, and ve hundred silvery
coins in the latter. How delightful!

But there was little time to celebrate.
Ambros's torch begun to icker. An-
gry shadow in the glass barrier threw
itself towards the cleric and crum-
pled in a terri ed ball. Ambros no-
ticed shadowy gures stepping on
the bridge. He quickly retreated and
doused his torch.

The party waited for a moment.
Gomm took the pot with triskellion
coins, and the party retreated all the
way to the dugout Bakaru was wait-
ing them in. They left the coins
with him and then they returned
to the antechamber, intent on ex-
ploring the eastern portion of the
fortress. Ambros commanded the wa-
ter elemental—the one that Sor'Ves
the Magni cent vomited for him—to
follow him.

Upon emerging into the long corridor
leading east, they ran into two plated
guards.

The guards slammed doors wide open,
right in front of Hedwig. They ignored
her, turned left and marched down
the corridor.

“How weird, they have surely spotted
us...”

“Remember how some of them just
stood and did nothing?”

“Maybe they only respond to metal?
We are currently unarmoured.”

“Maybe they react to something else?”
“Let's follow them!” Gomm suggested.

Trailing them at the edge of their
torch, the party followed the ar-
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moured duo. They went straight and
then turned right into the large cham-
ber with dark pool. They marched
straight to the edge of the pool and
stood still.

Water splashed as a towering mass of
black sludge rose, shaking and shiver-
ing in front of the guards. The guards
turned towards each other, holding
a shield between them, like a plate.
Black mass loomed over it, and then a
chunk of sludge dropped on the shield.
The guards' lower portion turned to-
wards the party and marched straight
towards them.

Adventurers fell back. The guards
walked out of the chamber and down
the corridor they came through. Black
mass made a loud splashing sound as
it threw itself back in the pool.

Gomm, of course, wanted to explore
that chamber. This abomination must
be guarding some awesome treasure,
right?!

Forcing the north doors open revealed
a square chamber with copper disc in-
set into the stone oor. A three inch
groove was around it, with ame sym-
bols etched into the disc's ring. Black
scorch marks on the stone oor circled
the ring. Crumpled suit of armour laid
discarded in the south east corner.

Next course of action for Gomm was
to scale the wall and go all the way
up to the ceiling. This was a vaulted
chamber, and the highest point was
some forty feet off the oor. Then he
swung like a monkey and traversed to-
wards the platform on the south side
of the chamber.

Naturally, this provoked the mass of
black sludge that rested in the pool. It

emerged with rage, swinging for the

top. Ambros ordered the water ele-
mental to charge the black mass. It
obeyed without delay. As sludge and
elemental duked it out in the pool,

Hedwig and Ambros shot at the aber-
ration from safe distance.

Gomm dropped on the platform. The
doors were stuck. With battle raging
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behind him, he jumped up, grabbed
the head jamb, swung and kicked the
doors with both legs. Ahead of him
was a humbly sized chamber domi-
nated with a stone table. On it a
number of alchemical implements like
alembics, vials, pestle and mortars, so
on and so forth, rested. Everything
was caked with mould and dust.

The thief took off his loincloth and
wrapped it around his face. Then
he entered the laboratory and begun
methodically ransacking it. Water
roared as battle went on; elemen-
tal and sludge in a vortex of body
slams, beating chunks of each other
out. Hediwg landed arrow after ar-
row. And so did Ambros land stone
after stone.

By the time Gomm had nished in-
vestigating the chamber, he recovered
three intact vials that still had liquid
in them: one with light blue hue, one
clear as alcohol, and one with red-
dish hue. He stepped on the platform
just in the right time to witness the
black sludge completely demolishing
the water elemental.

The thief threw his dagger, missed,
and then ed up the wall. The mass

approached him ominously. At this

moment the sludge was not what it

was moments ago. It was nearly trans-
parent in places, with many holes. In

fact, it was more like a mess of thick
black strings, than a bulbous giant it

was. Nonetheless, it threw itself to-
wards eeing Gomm. Hedwig aimed

at the thickest string, and unleashed
an arrow.

Steel tip went straight through it, sev-
ering the oily string. The pool hor-
ror completely felt apart. Curdled oll
slicks oated to top of the water. Pok-
ing them elicited no response. Am-
bros collected a sample.

“l think this expedition was a great
success and that we should leave im-
mediately!” Gomm announced, de-
lighted to be alive.
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“Hey, | hear something.”
Hedwig informed her allies.

Familiar sound of scrapping metal
could be heard from the north. With-
out much time to think the party

moved north and then decided to con-
tinue north, towards the oil chamber

and then circle back through cham-
bers they fought plated guards in.
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Alas, they ran straight into the source
of all the noise. A large lizard-like

creature, some eight feet wide and
most likely at least fteen feet long,

made of scrap metal, rushed towards
the adventurers.

They pivoted around, and sprinted as
quickly as they could.
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“It's made of metal! We are surely
faster!”

Gomm yelled as iron lizard nearly bit
his naked ass.

Adventurers made it out alive, jumped

into the dugout and paddled hard

back to Ah'sas. At least her teeth
aren't that sharp.

Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 118

Adventurers

Ajar of the Plan , dwarf level 2 Unbe-
lievably strong and dexterous dwarf.

Ambros, cleric level 5 Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Balarus, ghter level 1. An ex-
woodsman, quite a crackshot with his
bow.

Dalkanarion , ghter level 2. A youth-
ful specimen in full strength, full of
purpose, bluster, and eagerness to
prove himself.

Gomm, thief level 5 Swarthy, good
looking, dark-skinned thief. Sweet
opium-like aroma is his fragrance of
choice.

Ignaeus, elf level 2 A slightly weath-
ered looking elf with dull blonde hair
and chiselled features. Seeks wealth
and knowledge.

Nesterin Sylpetor, elf level 2 An avid
lover woods and jungles.

Goodgrove 19th, Fireday

Adventurers fell in love with Ah'sas,
the terrible witch they've been warned
about by denizens of Ketche. Well,
most of them, but not all. Balarus, Be-
org the Gravedigger, and Bakaru were
completely enchanted by Ah'sas, do-
ing her bidding at snap of her ngers.

Tarkus resisted the witch's charms,
and so did Gomm, Ambros, Ajar, Ig-
naeus, and Nesterin. Hedwig, the
only other female around, had differ-
ent kind of problems with the witch.
Owly elf was forbidden from sleep-
ing in the treehouse and relegated to
tasks most foul.

Ah'sas was delighted to have a com-
pany of such young and virile adven-
turers. She ordered them to build two
additional treehouses, since her small
hut was hardly suf cient for a dozen
she is hosting now! That took a full
month. Ambros used the opportunity
to convince Ah'sas to teach Ignhaeus
new spells. He bribed her by gifting
her a vial of black sludge retrieved
from the sunken fort. She also de-
manded he teach her all about Aniu,
the Lord of Time. The witch was par-
ticularly interested in sacred rituals,
divine time magic, and secret of im-
mortality.

Ignaeus brought Ah'sas wild owers
everyday. He realised her power and
treated her as the lowly student that
he is. The elf attempted to irt at
a polite, low level, but respectfully
with a bit of unexaggerated attery.
Ah'sas welcomed such attention from
her pupil.

After a month of intense mentor-
ing, Ignaeus had learned Read Magic,

Read Languages, and Wizard Lock.

He had written them with magical
inks on a seven feet long scroll made
from tanned goat hides sewn together.

This scroll now served as his spell-
book; an important asset since his
original spellbook was in Ahyf.

Gomm spent a month putting together
a plan. “It is time to backstab the
witch.” he thought to himself. “She

is just stringing me along!” Dragon

poison she promised to Gomm was
nowhere near done. And it's been
nearly two months since she began
“brewing” it!

One sunny day a muscular, well oiled,
heavily armed and armoured man ap-
peared beneath Ah'sas hut. It was
Dalkanarion! He too, like few before
him, went for a walk around Hara
and somehow ended up lost in the
Eyestones Jungle several dozen miles
from the city.

The party agreed to head back to the
sunken fort one last time. They'd get
the shadow necklace for Ah'sas and
leave her at once. Bakaru and Balarus
were left with the witch—they were
too much of a risk. What if they heard
Gomm's treacherous plan and spilled
the beans to Ah'sas?

Six brave adventurers hopped in their
dugout pirogue and paddled to the
dungeon. With Ajar's and Dalka-
narion's mighty thews no doors stood
a chance! The muscle-bound duo was
strong enough to open the great iron
double doors on their own.
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Gomm led the party to the steel doors
he unlocked on his last visit. Much
to his dismay he found the doors
locked again—this time he failed to
pick the lock. Ambros walked north,
to the glass barrier with the angry
ghost. Incorporeal gure threw itself

on the ground, cowering in front of

the cleric's divinity.

Adventurers moved east, through the
chamber with gnome gurines, and
then north, into a square chamber
with archways to the west, north, and
east. A skeleton with a scroll case
clutched in its hands rested beneath a
glass panel in the centre of the cham-
ber.

Nesterin the Torchelf took a peek
through the west archway. Another
square chamber, some thirty by thirty
feet. Three things immediately stood
out. First, the chamber was actually a
large pit. Second, a stone bridge con-
nected east and west exits stood on
a single pillar. Third, south exit was
blocked by glass barrier with an angry
ghost, while north exit was blocked
by chunky portcullis.

The elf was ready to jump on the
bridge and explore further, but he was
stopped by other adventurers.

“What if the bridge turns?!”

“Wouldn't it be silly if a bridge turned
just because you step on it?”

“l suppose it would. . .”

Gomm remembered a stone wheel
Hedwig found on their last expedition.
They couldn't gure out what it was
for.. . Perhaps this bridge? But it was
a moot point now, given that the thief
failed to pick the lock.

Nesterin the Scout stepped back and
checked north and east archways. The
latter led to a t-shaped junction, while
the former turned right. Going north
the party entered a large rectangular
chamber with eight bottomless pits.
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The pits were not concealed and there
was suf cient walking space between
them to easily navigate the cham-
ber. Shrieking and wailing lled the
chamber just as the party had split
to investigate north and south ends.
Screaming, aming skulls ew out
from seven of the eight pits. Ambros
ashed his holy symbol and all seven
exploded.

“Nice.”

Nesterin the Explorer proceeded
south, alone, to investigate the junc-
tion and corridor it led to. Others re-
mained in the pit chamber, attracted
by the steel portcullis. Or rather, by
alien sight behind it.

A vast chamber shrouded in darkness.
Three onyx obelisks covered with in-
decipherable runes. A shallow pool of

slowly swirling purple mass between

them.

“Look!”

Gomm pointed at the shadows thrown
by the steel bars. They did not match
their light sources! The thief squinted,
attempting to read the runes on the
obelisk closest to him. Alas, such scrip-
ture was way beyond his understand-

ing.

Ajar and Dalkanarion joined forces to
lift the portcullis. Then Ignaeus and
Gomm snuck into the chamber. The
elf cast Read Magic and approached
one of the onyx obelisks. Gomm held
a lantern, following Ignaeus.

Nesterin hugged the wall, creeping
down the corridor. He held up the
torch with one hand, whilst keep-
ing the other on the grip of his
weapon. He soon felt a familiar smell
of ammable oil tickling his nostrils.
Few steps forward. Few more. Few
more, once again. Stop!

The corridor opened up into a room
mostly lled metal scraps—pieces of
armour, broken weapons, pots and
pans, so on and so forth. Some of
them looked a tad shiny, like they
were coated with liquid re ecting his
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torchlight. Oil slicks were all over the
oor. Squinting, the metal heap kind
of looked like a large lizard. Nesterin
quickly retreated.

Ignaeus observed the obelisk. Runes
danced in front of him, rearrang-
ing themselves until he could nally
read them. Understanding them, now
that was a completely different mat-
ter. First, it was clear that this was
some kind of portal to a place best
left unvisited. Second, the longer he
tried to comprehend true meaning
of what he was reading, the weaker
elf became. Third, Gomm observed
Ignaeus's shadow becoming thinner
and thinner. By the time the elf had
reached third obelisk his shadow was
merely a collection of specks.

The thief grabbed the elf by the hand

and led him out of this accursed place
and back into the pit chamber. At the

same time Nesterin returned. With

perfect timing, another seven scream-
ing skulls arrived, only to be exploded

by Ambros once more.

“l think we should get out of this
place.”

“But we haven't found anything yet.”

“What about that skeleton with scroll?
Surely it must be the key to this!”

And so adventurers went back to
the resting skeleton. One good soul
passed the sledgehammer to beefy
Dalkanarion who smashed the glass
with great gusto. Suddenly a loud
sound of metal scrapping against the
stone oor could be heard rapidly
approaching from the east. Ambros
yanked the scroll case out of skele-
ton's disintegrating hands, and the
party bravely ed through the gnome
gurine chamber.

Nothing chased after them. After
nearly half an hour of discussing
where to next, they agreed to back-
track to the antechamber and then
follow the route towards the court-
yard. They decided to investigate the
chamber just before the exit into the
aforementioned yard.
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“Huh?”

A chamber chock full of dust. A
layer of dust so thick it acted as a
uffy lining for anything thrown into
the chamber. Dalkanarion the Brave
moved in, sweeping the oor with
his spear. No danger, sans choking
to death if one had an allergy.

“Look!”

The Grecian warrior spotted a broom
in the south-east corner. It too was
covered in dust. Dalkanarion went
straight for it. He grabbed the broom
with his muscular hand, placed it be-
tween his legs, squeezed hard with
his mighty thighs, and then jumped
around the chamber.

“Fly! Fly!”

Alas, the broom did not y, but he
did get a good chuckle out of other
adventurers.

Ambros decided that was a good time
to check the scroll they recovered ear-
lier. It exploded straight into his face,
singing all facial hair and scarring him
for life. The ash blinded him, leaving
him to the mercy of his friends.

The party retreated into the dust
room, barred the doors, and spent
half and hour treating Ambros and
planning their next move. And a plan
was forged indeed.

Corridor leading up to this room had
two junctions. The one closer to them
split into a corridor that was yet un-
explored, but they were con dent it
would lead to the chamber with scrap
pile. Adventurers would come to the
junction, make some noise, and then
defeat the metal lizard with re and
steel.

Once Ambros had recovered, the party
proceeded to execute the plan.

Dalkanarion and Ambros took the
front rank.

Ajar and Nesterin were in the second
rank.
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Gomm and Ignaeus were in the back
rank.

Dalkanarion banged his shield and
roared like a lion.

Sounds of metal falling all over, fol-
lowed by familiar sounds of scrap-
ping, was exactly what the party had
wished for.

Scrap metal lizard appeared at the
edge of their torchlight.

Gomm swung clay pot full of
ammable oil. It struck the lizard
and set it alight, as well as the whole
area around it. Metal lizard sucked
in the ames and then vomited them
straight back at the party, burning ev-
eryone in the corridor.

Still roaring, Dalkanarion charged the
metal beast. Ambros followed. Gomm
most certainly did not follow.

Steel blades clanged against iron and
steel junk that formed the lizard's
body. Monster sucked in the ames
burning around it and breathed re
once more. Ambros and Dalkanarion
endured and pushed on sel essly,
bashing and slashing pieces of metal
junk off the beast.

The lizard retreated backwards, leak-
ing through all ori ces.

“Run it down! Chase it!” Ajar of
the Plan yelled, as everyone pursued
the monster. Dalkanarion the Mighty
skewered his sword straight into the
beast's gullet, twisted it between the
metallic plates, and then jerked up-
wards. Metal junk ew all over, as
the lizard fell apart into nothing more
than a pile of inanimate scrap.

The party stood singed but victorious.

“What if it comes back alive? Remem-
ber all those plated guards we fought?
All of them had some ooze inside of
them.”

The party stood singed and paranoid
but victorious.

“Let's get out of here!”
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“Come on, just one more doors! Just
one more! Look, those over there! If it
is something dangerous we just run!”

“But what if we can't run?”

“We just slam the doors shut and we
run!”

“OK, ne...”

The party entered into a chapel-like
chamber with tall stained glass win-
dows looking into the courtyard. The
windows were painted, depicting a
scene of a man screaming re into the
sky while a witch on the broom ies

high above. The witch in the image
held a crossbow in each hand, pelting
crying peasants and their chickens in
the elds below.

Dalkanarion once again took the
broom and tried the “Fly! Fly!”
trick. While the warrior was jump-
ing around with a stick between his
legs, Gomm scaled the window with
the witch. Then he took out a dagger
and tried to pry out the part with the
witch herself. Alas, he applied a bit
too much force and cracked the glass.
Diabolic laughter could be heard.

Dalkanarion abruptly rose off the
ground, the broom lifting him. He
grabbed onto it, intent on mastering
the stick. But the broom had differ-
ent ideas. It turned towards the win-
dow and ew straight through, shat-
tering it backwards into the courtyard.
The sky darkened and heinous laugh-
ter boomed all around. The warrior
jumped off the broom, just in time.

“Well, well, well. | must congratulate
you, young warrior.”

A blue dragon stared down at Dalka-
narion from the tower in the court-
yard.

“Do let me know your name, brave
warrior!”

“Dalkanarion!”
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“You just set free a witch that has been
trapped in that glass for a century or
two. | will endeavour to tell everyone
| meet it was you who bravely set her
free! Bravo!”

“Mighty dragon, would you be able to
aid me in defeating that evil! | could
use magical weapons and armour!”

“I might be able to, yes. But that
largely depends on your tribute.”

“I swear my life and my honour, two
most valuable things | posses!”

“My dear boy, | readily admit | am
more of gems and jewellery gal my-
self.”
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“Oh majestic dragon, my life and hon-
our are all | can offer!”

“Oh” Sor'Ves repeated in mocking tone
“in that case strip yourself of all be-
longings. You can remain in your
clothes, | am not interested in soiled
goods, thank you. Leave everything
here and then leave me be.”

Other adventurers have been bravely
hiding in the chapel, giggling softly.

‘At least | keep my life...” Dalka-
narion muttered to himself as he
stripped. Then he jumped through the
window where others consoled him.

“Hey, we went through the same thing.
Don't feel bad about it.”

August 2026

“l just wanted a ying broom...”
“Don't we all. Don't we all.”

Grecian warrior equipped himself
with some scrap armour and weapons.
Then the adventurers hauled lizard
junk into one of the non-screaming
pits. And then they nally left the
dungeon.

Ah'sas did not welcome them, for they
returned few hours after the nightfall.
She was soundly sleeping, surrounded
by her thralls.

Gomm plotted.

“It is time to act.”

Conquering the Barbarian Altanis: Session 119

Adventurers

Ajar of the Plan , dwarf level 2 Unbe-
lievably strong and dexterous dwarf.

Ambros, cleric level 5 Follower of
Aniu, Lord of Time.

Balarus, ghter level 1. An ex-
woodsman, quite a crackshot with his
bow.

Dalkanarion , ghter level 2. A youth-
ful specimen in full strength, full of
purpose, bluster, and eagerness to
prove himself.

Gomm, thief level & Swarthy, good
looking, dark-skinned thief. Sweet
opium-like aroma is his fragrance of
choice.

Ignaeus, elf level 3 A slightly weath-
ered looking elf with dull blonde hair
and chiselled features. Seeks wealth
and knowledge.

Goodgrove 20th to Black-
moon 6th

With two new treehouses built it was
much more comfortable to sleep and
live with Ah'sas the Terrible witch.
Alas, the witch had fallen ill and spent
most of the time in her hut.

Ignaeus was lled with conicting
emotions. He felt strong longing for
the sunken fort; a strong call to return.
At the same time he felt doomed; that
nothing good would come from re-
turn. His shadow was still frail and
inconsistent.

Gomm was unable to sleep without
light. He always felt like he was

watched. He still had three shadows.
Whenever it was dark it looked as if
two shadows were choking or other-
wise abusing the middle one. Gomm
could feel it. But when he looked at

them, all was well. When light was

around all was well. Uncanny.

Neither Ambros nor Tarkus had much
wisdom to share on their friends' ail-
ments. They might be potent curses,
but it was dif cult to say.

Dalkanarion became the new wielder
of Oathkeeper. Three mighty paladin
spirits within welcome the strong war-
rior. They would grant their power
as long as he kept his path a Lawful
and Righteous one. In return the Gre-
cian warrior proclaimed his fealty and
new-found path to follow.

Gomm was suspicious of Ah'sas. She
has been quite vital and virile up to
now. What's with the sudden twist?
For that reason he spent the week
observing her. The witch got worse
by the day. She spent her time fully
dressed, something quite uncommon
for her, and frequently claimed to be
cold. Anyone who touched her could
con rm that she was in fact boiling
hot.

Master Thief also noted that she had
private audiences with Bakaru (sec-
ond day), Balarus (third day), and
Beorg ( fth day).

Ah'sas asked Balarus to promise
her that he will protect her sister
Anit. She then told him a loving
story of how she—Ah'sas, not Anit—
fornicated with a knight so hard the
man perished from exhaustion. She
described where she buried him with
his equipment. His sword and shield
detected as magical, so Balarus might
nd them useful.

“Well now! Have to dig up the “heavily
fornicated” knight!!” Dalkanarion ex-
claimed excitedly to Balarus sharing
the request with other adventurers.
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“I hope the shield doesn't bear a phal-
lus for heraldry.”

Ah'sas described Beorg in great de-
tails how and where she would like to
be buried: wrapped in linen, ten feet
deep, beneath a owerbed of wild-
owers. If possible something sweet
and poisonous, so passer-bys can en-
joy while they suffer.

Gomm and Ambros had a secret meet-
ing where they agreed their best
course of action is to wait it out.

On morning of Blackmoon 6th, Airday,
Bakaru ran out of Ah'sas hut, bawling.
The witch had passed away.

Beorg buried her as requested while
Ambros held an eye-watering sermon.
The gravedigger made sure to wrap
Ah'sas in linen, but not in her cloak,
that might be magical after all. Then

the adventurers spent rest of the day
ransacking her belongings.

They were surprised to nd out Ah'sas

had spent her last moment labelling

all the vials—numerous potions—so

they can use them. She had also left
a special note written in self-erasing

runes in her spellbook:

“Ignaeus, only this text is safe to read.
| have cast an almighty curse on re-
maining pages. Gift this spellbook to
someone you truly detest.”

Adventurers also exhumed the former
lover, nding an obsidian sword with
bone hilt and a a round steel shield
with three circles in the center. One
of the circles was solid stone, while
other two were polished steel.

Finally, they counted the total rations.
Enough food for next two weeks.
Gomm grinned.

Bakaru presented the witch's last gift:
A vial of red lotus extract.

A drop can kill a man.

A vial can kill a village.

“It's time to kill the dragon.”
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Blackmoon 7th, Waterday

Party of six reached the sunken fort
by noon. They headed straight to the
chapel overlooking the courtyard and
the tower. Everybody hid behind bro-
ken windows, crouching, waiting for

Gomm to complete his daring mission.
Hairy midgets were oblivious to ad-
venturers' presence.

Sharper Thief quaffed potion of in-
visibility, jumped into the courtyard,

and then snuck all the way up to the
tower. Then he slid all the way east,
until he was between tower wall and

fortress wall. He slowly scaled the
tower. Upon reaching the top crenel-
lations, Gomm gingerly pulled himself

up.

There she was in all her glory. Sor'Ves
the Magni cent, a blue dragon, bask-
ing in the sun. She rolled in her glim-
mering hoard, half-asleep, belly ex-
posed to the sun. Her head was rest-
ing on her belly, her wings tucked to
the side, her talons stuck in mounds
of gold and silver.

The thief held his breath and climbed
on top of the crenelations. Then he
squatted there motionless; waiting
for the perfect opportunity. His plan

was simple: pour the red lotus poi-
son down the dragon's throat, or if
such opportunity does not present it-
self, down its ear.

Gomm waited and waited.

Sor'Ves kept her mouth shut, rolling
over here and there, but otherwise
failing to present an attractive open-
ing to the thief.

Gomm could see his ngers and feet
beginning to materialise. Invisibility
was up!

Sharper Thief jumped on Sor'Ves neck,
surprising her. He hugged her tight
with his left arm, whilst trying to un-
cork the poison vial with his right.
Alas! The dragon jerked, sending
Gomm and red lotus vial ying!

August 2026

The thief landed safely, as did the vial.
But the latter got quickly lost in the
massive treasure hoard!

Sor'Ves boomed with rage at the au-
dacity of someone assaulting her right
in her home.

“This is my signal...” Dalkanarion

thought. He drank the potion of gi-

ant strength, drew the massive Oath-
keeper, and jumped into the court-
yard. He walked with swagger of a
conqueror and bellowed out his chal-
lenge to the dragon atop the tower.
Many foul words were used. They
de nitely worked.

Gomm exploited the chaos to chug
another potion he had with him. Ev-
erything became larger as he turned
into one foot long ying gecko! He
shimmied into the mounds of silver
and gold, desperately searching for
the vial of red deadly poison.

Dalkanarion's terrible visage broke
the morale of pygmy guardians and
half of them ed into the tower.
Sor'Ves, now standing in all her glory,
could see everyone in the courtyard,
including those hiding in the chapel.

“l am coming for you!” Dalkanarion
boomed as he broke through the
tower doors and rushed up.

Ambros, Balarus, Ignaeus, and Ajar all
took a shot at the dragon's nose. All
missed but Ajar.

Sor'Ves snickered.

Dozens of little sparks snapped
around her head. Then she opened
her mouth, unleashing a deafening
lightning strike.

Ajar was turned into a deformed char-
coal hunk; his weapon and armour
fused to his lifeless body.

Gecko Gomm, in a stroke of luck, man-
aged to nd the poison, but then strug-

gled to handle the vial since he no
longer had opposing thumbs.
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Dalkanarion chucked aside two pyg-
mies whom had tried to block his ad-
vance up the tower stairs.

He stopped by the trapdoor, and bel-
lowed out insults and provocations
once more.

Ambros, Ignaeus, and Balarus hacked
the furry midgets in the courtyard,
and then entered the tower to do the
same to those inside.

Sor'Ves faced the trapdoor, ready to
rend the arrogant warrior to shreds.

His suffering will be legendary.

She will charm or sleep him, and then
force him to watch as she butchers his
friends.

Then she would cripple him, and

leave his mangled corpse hanging on
the tree—as a warning for all oth-
ers whom might have similar stupid

ideas.

Dalkanarion, imbued with frost gi-
ant's strength, interrupted her day-
dreaming as he burst through the trap-
door. She turned to bite him, but the
warrior was quicker.

Sor'Ves was surprised as he held her
maw wide open with ease. She tried
to bite as hard as she could, but Dalka-
narion's mighty thews did not give in.

“GOOOMMMMMM!INN”  the warrior
roared.
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A ying gecko emerged from the coins,
vial of red liquid in its tiny jaw. It
ew over the struggling duo, and then
dropped the vial straight into Sor'Ves
open mouth.

Another fail!

He missed her open throat by
inches, jamming the vial between the
dragon's fangs.

Calling on Zeus, Dalkanarion smashed
Sor'Ves mouth shut with all his might.
Shards of glass intermingled with red
lotus poison ew down the dragon's
gullet. Within seconds she was bleed-
ing from her eyes and ears.

Coughing blood, Sor'Ves disengaged
and stepped back, intent on ying up-
wards.

Dalkanarion seized the moment.

He picked up the Oathkeeper that he
had to lay down in order to wrestle
with Sor'Ves the Magni cent.

Sun re ected off her exposed belly.
The sea of coins sung beneath the war-
riors sandaled feet.

“O Three
come sing with me
a song not of words
but of deed”

Dalkanarion tightened his grip.

“Shine bright
strike true.”

In next issue
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He swung with one hand, for the po-
tion had bestowed him strength of
frost giants, allowing him to wield the

massive slab of steel with great ease.

“The wings of Nike utter
here
but for a moment.”

Greatsword imbued with High Pal-
adins of the Phoenix Order, Roan Or-
der, and Dragon Order cut into the
Sor'Ves exposed esh.

“For blind Themis,
blood-sacri ce,
for he scales of Justice.
Drink deep of Glory.
Nenikikamen!”

Dragon guts spilled all over the tower
oor, gore caking thousands of coins
and gems and other valuables. Sor'Ves
cried out, apped impotently, stag-
gered backwards, and fell down.

Dalkanarion faced the sun, bloodied
and victorious. He pointed Oath-
keeper to the skies and uttered:

“Where once | entered this apocryphal
demesne Dalkanarion 6 Pelasgos, |
now exit Dalkanarion Dracoktonus!”

Adventurers happily sifted through
the messy treasure hoard, counting 66
000 silver pieces, 45 000 gold pieces,
200 small gems, and 80 medium
gems. They also recovered all their
previous “tributes” to Sor'Ves.

All they had to gure out now was
how to haul all of this back home.

Journey to civilisation.

Plus exedra
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All About Me

The family craziness that has been going on samck |
is now pretty definitively settled. That has lechyto
suddenly having tons more free time and not h#iag
what to do with it. Which might be why this issugi

against deadline. Still, it's a whole new world.

The Summer of Westerns is ongoing with the kic
Support Your Local Shelagnificent Se@hanePale
RidemMaverigiButch Cassidy and the Sundane é&Sidint
the Bad and the ,Uaiyepisode diild Wild Wesand

Mavericko far, with th€@uick and the Ddadasure of tf
Sierra Madr®ances with Wol@dseradand Blazing
Saddlesill to come. We also hesearcharsdUnforgiver

Inside the Library

)y Because nothing is ewasythe library administration
has decided the RPG program tharagyedinto being

g Viatwo yearsf negotiatiorand themran forthree years
the satisfaction of the kids and administratiie, is
now ‘not alignedwith how programs are supposed to
run. This new adminisdtor also thinks itcommon for

ddibrary gaming clubs to run 20 kids to 1 adulalsat
won't give me apace/timgor me to act as supervisor
as 20 kidsplitinto 34 kidledtablesso I'm supposed
to DM for 20 kids at a timeguessThey are trying to

nenix any long forncampaigns what the kids wantas

sometimes there are kids expressing an interessh'tve

find space for until the nes¢ason’m guessing their

in the house, but | don’t know how those would.landpreferred model is continuahh8ur one shots with

It's fascinating watching these with her and h@éig
afterwards as her understanding of the tropes.grow

The Swords of the Serpeatimign has wrapped U
book 1, and | will be finishing the waufe ortline soon;
I'll put a link to it next month. | am taking aakravhile
one of the other players tries aStdt based, animg
inspired “Strange Band” one or two shot. We ar]
young jobbing band on the economically dying @&n
New Clevelandompeting in a music competition a

recording contract to get us off this rock. Myathar

is the lead sing&rsynthplayeiEeay, an uplifted Raven.

We had ther8session of thBtar Wargame on the ¥9
S0 expect to see thatitsup. I'm not sure how much it
still feels authenticafbgar Wardut it now feelsursso

I'm happy with it. We have one more session and
the new gamer who | started this to show her styles
and GMing will be running one or two sessionsmés
game: maybe the Cubicl®dctor WhbE, which she
borrowed, or mayhidoney Heisin either event it will
be her first running a non D&D game and the firs t
not for family. We are all very supportive.

For you long timers, the elder kiddo spent a week U
Boston with her college D&D group fbdays of D&D

and a few days of tasting, and the group happil
adopted the mantle Gfeekapalodnathis generation.
This was the name we gave for a small occasioBal
gaming weekend, and I'm thrilled that they pitkexd i
and that the kiddo got to experience games thaitoun
4 am and then you pass out.

Have a great summer, everyone!

however many kids show up that week?

[2)

To say | am frustrated by this newn of events would

p be an understatement. Since the summer sessialhs are

‘whoever shows ujpes a dungeon cragdmesrayway

as the kids schedules are so ematluing is changing

now but come fall thiKnavegre going on hiatus for a

e series of 2 sessiaggames to give mesédhours of play

et where any new kids get preference over any whd play
last time, but | guarantee the existing kidshaeilV sip
anyway in hopes of weaseling a seat.

D

C

The Denizens of the Libsdliycontinue as that's1h
Ageepic that we ara year from finishing; these kids
have put 3 years into this gameone racingback
betweenyouth Symphony Orchestrp& performance
théor 90 minutes of playand I'll be damned if we aiten
going to finishwhat was promisdoecause the library
decided it wanted to change the miesgamel have
never had a person so stare daggers at me assaigen |
this was nomegotiable, and if they insistadtdp this
bi-weekly gamkewould justnot volunteer evergther
week insteaatlaimnga study roonto run for the kids
They seriously startetbuntingan argument for why |
couldn’tuse publicesource® run the game rather than
accede tademand that | use my volunteer timeer
their ordersl was not supposed to just... not volunteer

D

y

A&here is also nonsense going on with the schoahdra
club, which leads me to the conclusion that there i
teen program so beloved that some administrator can
claim control of and drive it into the grouidyway...

Denizens of the Librapg.1




The Knaves of Ridgefield

Continuing from theinfinished 6/2 write ufRandalf
and Eldon justell through the illusionary floor into th
pit below, seriously wounding Eldon, wiis to drop
nearly all his gear just to stand up. Ratnigato brush
thisoff as acomic errorEldon wants to push Randalf
head through a wall. Instetimty yellthat they survived
and explore the pit, findiagcattering of bones (anim
& human, coins, and a few of the blue gemstones
the dakon so prize. They also find a dgood as the
rope stops 15 feet above their heads. Eldonncgusgt
the Arms Argent and his one spellbook (Banishayy ¢
stalks outtrying to find a way up.

Above,Remus and Chandler look over the exits to
room while Conrad finishes checking the corpse
pouch hold a few coins, but also one of the slegy
potions that the group recognizes as healing padiien

pockets everything, and then joins the other tvaa in

exit that is a ramp down to a lower level, whereaf
straight corridor there’s another stair down. Tihese
find Conrad and Randalf, who have opened a dog
the south to find a room of animal carcasses ameeky
decay; the ribcage of oimertwined with a creepin
vine bearingellow orchids. Only Remus, trusting
terra cotta construction, enters the room; thesflodo
nothing (as the yellow musk creeper can’'t dedduidy
heat), and they close the door on this mystergiging
to look into it later. Back in the hatl argument is
breaking out where Conrad is demandisggmpense
for giving the wounded Eldon the healing poWdter
the number of times he has saved their lives Edq
apoplectidut Conrad is angry that he still doesn't h
any magical equipment unlike the others. It ishlt
Remus returns and dope slaps Conrad that the ima
resolvedEldon may be healed, but bad blood remai

The party leaves this branch of the temple te biack
to the path Remus and the others topkening double
doors that lead to a room that clearly had a usgal
with several more of those blue gemstones orothe
and a throne against the wall. When Conrad explc
the throne is revealed gwatein polympapimuch more
advanced form of mimim the struggle the polymorp
encompasses Conrad, then when the pair are tur
back and two Conrads are there. Eldon takes
opportunity to punch the closest Conrad squatein
face, and when the shipwright's nose explodesoih k

1 Fallingdirectly damages wounds, and Eldon took 9 wourmishis 12
total in this spill, whereBsindalf made his dex check and only took 1.
2 Eldon’s player always wants to kill animated staitretheir own body

the group knows to train their blows on the ofiae
the GMs chance to recreate scenes from The Thing.

e (6/16) Some catharsis having been achieved, Bldon i
now in a much better mood. He Remus, and Chandler
(the only PCs to show up in this last week of ipég

s out of the throne room into another well apportione
spaceThe walls of the room hold a fresco of someone

Al in religious regalia wielding a distinctive-g@oloossed

th&inife on a sacrifice, and Eldon findeeoratetbox that
contains that very knif€he others explore the room
(finding moldeatenspellbookso Remus’ satisfaction

Ll and several sticks of incetseChandler’'s confusion)

before turning to see Eldon has been staring latifiee

for several long minutes before he slams the dsedcl

th?he knife is clearly sentient, magical, and reigray

ihe blessing of his god Ord (the great tree) hehizet

?ILkept him from using it to sacrifice Randalf and&tbn

? to the lost god of this place. They bind the bamsed

and send the rest of theewout with their treasures

The other doors off that central corridor leadgbat

I teallway ending with an arch that leads to stairs deeper
down. A carved gargoyle with the sapstike features

) as the massive statue in the temple above hangsove

nisarch Eldon instinctively moves to attack it, and is
attacked in return in an inconclusive exchangedi€ha
hammers on the stone creatue with his mace taiho av
and the group quickly realizes only enchanted mgeapo
can kill this guardian. Eldon delivers a powerflé s
with the Arms Argent that tears off the gargggies
even as the blow sends the weapon flyirexchange

nthe creatures tail wraps around his neck as ¢h&sin

avéself through the archway in flight, with Eldoitkju

I dangling feet kicking helplessly for purchase, as the

testairs descend under hiRemushis first attack having

nsbeen useless, snatches the Arms Argent and leaps,

cleaving through thgargoyle’s tail. Eldon lands, pulls

the tail free and lashes at the gargoyle witthitioosee

it cause a small crack. Chandler scoops up rockeo

broken jaw and uses his sling to hurl it at thst,bea

ﬂreshattering its brow and sending it crashing tibothré.

Exploring the room they have fallen into, the it s

1 holds a large granet block of an altar and two more

nbétatues reminiscent of the gargoyle (sans witaj§.or

thkehe air in the room has an oily sensation that fkesnu

t knows asftereffects ola summoningvhenreminded

| Eldon connegito the feel of the Sharp Ciclghandler
remains out of his element, collecting gargoyg-.roc

3 a knife based protective triangle that he stoledrdead wizard'’s tower,
sold to the rival cult in Cabra’s religious wdrhad tosteal back.
4| mean hey, why not! They are magic!

parts, and Chandler pulled that off, albeitantly
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Eldon uses some of the gargoyle dust as the dras
casting Banishing Clay, smearing some of it crdaadhi
Remus’ swordand molding the rest into two slin
bullets for Chandler; if there was a summoning,
abjurativesarth will aid then©nce prepared, the nen
change the two statues, hoping to cut them dowrebe
they animatélas, the statues aren’t the thrednzon
abarlegurdo be speciftcleaps from bd@ndthe granite
block, snatching at both men. Remus drops oueof
way, but Eldon is grabbed, clawed, and nearlg ull
for a bite that would have removed his head.

He puts all his strength behind the counterstr
embedding the Arms Argent in the demon’s body,
not killing it. Chander’'s sling bullet flies wilej
Remus blade finds no purchase on the creatire#
vanishes, then reappears in three different plaites
room. The one closest to Chandler raises a farger

the sailor flies into the ailing with sickening force|.

s Eldon’sOrditeinsurgents includedand of alchemists
(The cult of Molyneaux, the god of Animal Husbandry

g hadmade alchemy illegal in Cafisait relies on what

ththey see as a desecration of animal remains)dand E
was able to collect Apples of Ord for the alcherust

ef distill into potions that put you in direct conteitth the
deity. Ord is the god of soldi&she hearth, anfbr a
soldier like Eldon this potion boosts his Strebgthto

thd points based on proximity to Calfoa otherst has

e other effects. Eldon always carries two flasks.

This is what Eldon just poured down the-Bsgura’'s
kehroat. At the very least this is a vial of pdtelytwater,
bwnd | quickly ruled that it would do as much daasge

a power attack fromBanishing Ctayated weapoithe

dice were even kinder to Eldon this time tharattéit

and the demon gurgled and collajostee floor, dying.

If this had been Banishing Claiy the demon would

have popped badiome but it wasn'’t; it was an attack

Eldon snags the banishing clay sling bullet gxlits
onto one of the statues before throwing it at sode
only to have it pass through the illusion andesh
Remus charges blade first through the one neines
expecting it to be fake, it is, and into the one
Chandler, which he assumes is real. Alas theftbiat
shell game is to get you to accept the premisenas
of the demons were real. The invisible barlegaga 1
Eldon and again prepares to bite his head off.

Eldon, readyor this, shoves a clay potigphereinto
the demon’s mouth.

This requirean explanatiomas you recall from the lor
dump in DotL 10, Eldon. Blangh& Gigglehook raided
the Tomb of St. FestysEldon and Blanche found
sapling ofOrd, the Great Treagyenus loadf the city of
Cabraa few days distant. St. Festus has led a com

of Ordite Raladins ages ago. The sapling, now a decey}

sized tree, had been planted in St. Festus t@ambaak
of the God’s love for his fallen paladins. Alas, lackar

:

from aminorgod so the demowas writhing ideath

Eldon’s player:Do you remember when | asked what
t would happen if | drartkvo Ord potiors at once?
t h Me: Yeah, | said you'd be cheesing the rules and the
bypotion miscibility woulttansform you into a sapling

of Ord, removing your PC from play.

Eldon’s player:Great | pourmy second Ord potion
5N down the demon’s throat.
Once again Eldon’s player knocked my damn socks off

The demons body started to spout roots and linbs, i
screamed and tried to escape what was happening
pushing past the heroes it staggered... blindly, they
thought at first, but now they believe diredtedugh

the dungeon to the pit that nearly killed Eldooreef
rooting fully and growing through titlasionary floor

to burst its canopy into the temple above. Theléeohp
PR lost god of the Serpent Folk has tseemtified by

d. the Great Tree of Cabra. The players went nuts

a)

;!

And then explored the remaining rooms, with Remus

(@ human corrupted by worshiping the inexplicabie go goingback to the strange yellow orchid vine and cutting

of the Serpent People; thpecific type of spellcastg
Remus’ goddess Oshalla created lycanthropgdhtacdi
broken into the tomb and rune cursed the sapling.
unknown curse was slowly draining Ord’s power

r one flower free; the blade was still smeare8avitshing
| Clay All but that flower of the¥ellow Musk Creeper
T disappeared. Remus put it in his pouch; the pkasvs
andOC what it is and are wondering if Remus should

was the root cause (heh) for the Cult of Molyreauxinnocently bring it to tireenemyWizard's Guild at

taking over Cabr&/henBlanche and Eldon remove
the rune, Ord’s power began to retleading to not
just the Cabra civil wamytithe first fruiting of Ord in a
generationa pivotal point in the conflict.

0 Cabraor examination. What could go wrong?

This? All of this? This is why leimgm playof RPGsis
important.Thanks, library administration.

5 4| take foolish risks in combat, just as my fefilomans do!”

6| need to mention that this comes from the adveitiierShrine dksidahur
from Dungeon magazine 10, by John Nephew

7 A reskinne@Queen of Bramthlegeon itWoeful BarrowfMenagerie Préss
to fill out the idea dt. Festus Tomb marked on one of the m&psinmer’s
End, a collection of Knave adventures by Ben Milton.
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SatingUp Regretsl3 Funnyman

Welcome to the first npquest Regrettable, Funnymd
Matt Stevensasked:“Speaking of which, have yo
thought of stang up Funnyman? For those who do
know, Funnymawas Siegel & Shuster’s folapvto

Superman, about a vaudeville comedian who fo
crime. The humor was painfully dated bytithe it

came out (the mid0s), and thétle was a completd
flop. | thought of playing Funnyman's gre
granddaughtewho inherited the mantle but kept h
idertity secret, more out of embarrassment tf
anything elsk.Since Funnyman meets the criteria
being inJon MorrisLeague of Regrettable Supexniner|
happy to oblige, even if | have to correct Matt after
runningarticles praising Mother Hubbard_adySatan

the 6 issueun, period as a comic strip and an hon s{:
attempt at a movieRichard Belzer wanted to play the

character elevates him out éop. AnotherSuperman
Heavens no. But we here at Regrettables HQ kee
bar low even without that, he's got a fascinat

history8

Larry Davis wasfadingTV comedian whengaged in
whatmay bethe first of the noweliche‘dressing as g

superhero to ‘foil’ a staged cronéy to stop a real crime

and become hooked on the joy ofgdmding His
secret ID is known onlyy his agentjune Farrelyho,
in a turn on the Lois Lane trq@ows whas going on
and wants him to stop thisroicshit and get some rea
work. Still, his routineimproveswhen he riffs off
Funnyman'’s heroicaPeter Parkarsing his secret ID
to make a living off his heroic.lDonsciously modelec
on comedian and actor Danny Kaye, Funnyman is
called out as the first Jewish sin@eo, andvhen you
read it an adept poke at the entire sheesr comic
book genre that Seigel & Schuster originktedot

dissimilar téAmbush Bubhestory wher@anon-the-run

mobster Funnyman is looking &&nds his moll out to
find a patsyf his measurements to use as the mode
plastic surgery, and just happens to run into mamy
whom she does not recognize but happens to fit the

and our heroliterally turns
and winks at the audisee
N lets himself get set upt

U was ahead of its time.
n't
Plus, look at this splash

ugpagel mearcome on! That
is just a great, compelling
layout not dissimilar to a
ht Will  Eisner Spirit splash
or pageour hero is in on the
haigagis taking the piss out of
ofthe genre, and the creasive
pbeknow what they’re doing.

So how do we build
| funnyman inv&V ? This
~is one of those areas where

everything runs on a strong heekaudeville- that

) twgkes me wish that 2.1 still hadGimemickower

NGFirst off, He clearly hasdeightened Agilityaf+16to
boost him to a near human max Pben Heightened
Defensso he always has anotideto be hit: the whole
of his combat style is jumping around, arrangirtgso
foes to hit each other fall over things or out windows.
His technique is making people look the fbla.
produces a stream of ‘bedigflating pattegla Spider
Manor chaotic on@ipsmanshimodeled on Kayand

| like the idea of him havindeightened Charisma& A
with the’Charmingsplit(see DotL #6) for5 Charisma
and +3 Intelligencéle hasStr 12, End 13, Agi 25, Int
| 14, Chaf:just scraping into 1d6 basic HTH aasing
nafyvery respectable 19 .Hifcely heroic, no issues there.

=

Now his gearHe clearly ha¥ehicl¢hat is either his
voiceactivated, gadgiiied car the Jdelalopyor the

smaller three wheeled T@xycle For these sorts | rule
the power has a silent S and give them the bikiet¢ar

. helicopter/subhang glider.... Don’t sweat this.
or
Finally, aMutant Power Dewuaeich...wait for it...

bilmimicsGimmickrom V&V 1E! last seeim DOTL 99,
Gimmick starts the character with 1d10 invensods
by my rules assumes the PC always has the dlitl nee
to invent things related to the gimmick (because where
woulda TV comic get the skills to build this stuff?) and
at another multiple of his Int (so his % chanasvent
is56%, not 42% I had started to stat out his shoes as a

8|t goes without saying that Funnyman was creafeeidgsl & Schuster an
is in the public domain. You can read this whang sthere | got the images
at https://fourcolorshadows.blogspot.com/2013/07/fumngnjerry
siegeljohssikelal948.htmlit's a hoot.

Heightened Movement power and then realized that th

9 In which | clearly and with no room for confusindut the rasom origin
type tabke2 2
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makes it all so much easier. | r@ll o he begins play
with the following:

1) Claynoseacts as his ‘masfoud of smelling salts
if removed waking himpul action stun foothers
in 1” radius.

2) Spring shodsuble all jumps, no damagmfrfirst
50’ of fall

3) oy buzzetouch based lightning attack #u10
Fatigue andouble that for Movement damage.

4) Pistol holdsS different gadgets:
a.Pepper Sprayrange, 2" radiGhemicaPowers

attackfor ‘paralysis’ til targets d20 End save.
b. Water Spray’ range 1" spreackn put out fires
and might irritate people; this is 10"
movement and not an attack.
c.Laughing G&S$ range 2" radius emotion contrg
attack for unstoppable laughter until d20 vs
is made, target will stagger in a random direc

5) Hidden Clobbe€@mce per adventure he can p
out an oversized hammer or spring moun
boxing glove to get +4 to hit +1d8 damage on
first attack due tom surprise, and +2 to hit, +1
damage with it thereafter.

As far as a weakness, | don't think he has orfeage
foil in the form of Sgt. Harrigan, but that doess to
the ‘hunted by the cops’ levelRogjudidglaybe d.ow
Self Contafl‘overconfident, vainglorious blowhard’ b
that's just a longer way to write ‘player charaodr
think we are settled on no weaknesses.

| do want to call out that since he’s
the public domain, Gallant Comics d
2 issues oFunnymahis millennium
but while they kept the appearance
though that confetti spraying and po
makes him look like an Astro Clack
in the Bogxpy— it is an entirely new
character otherwise: not Larry Da
but Bruce Kellera disgraced staigh
comediarwho stumbled into an intra
dimensional war and gained the poy
to change into Funnyman. Meh. | ca
find any issues dime.10

But how do you play it?

Funnyman is a straightforward PC for a playerikéso
to lay down the line of patter...not much fun otresw
You need to want to get the better of people rhaire t
you want to beat them to enjoy the particular neas
the character has. That said, this sort of P@risaa

10 This image sourcednttps://www.firstcomicsnews.com/review
funnymanl/ The rextis aframefrom Annie Hall

team member to counterbalance the more serioys part
members, as his jokes don't stop him from doirjgtihe

The regrettable world

Funnyman clearly isn’'t a wartime hero, but in the
Regrettable world the wastkdthrough the year of his
appearance in our world, but he also does nubfihie
Regrettable 1970’s. So lets say he appearpastihiar
mid 50’s, and pdWatt’'s requestunnyman’slaughter
take the namé&stherDavis is atuntwomancharacter
actres# observational comichose tightlO focuses on
life as aHollywood nep-baby
She inherited mom’s darker hair
but hides it under a cantop wig
bf as shenas taken on dad’s mantle
now that Larry’s kneésve given
| out from too many pratfallhere
endill be rumordn '77that theAnnie
[IOPtall look was inspired by
Il Funnygirty, and the comic has
ledunning gag of her running from
lhaviiss Sbbhan Harrigan Esg.a
déColumbia Pictures lawysyingto
serve aopyright infringemersummonson her name.
It's all much more tongue in cheek than the resieof
Regrettable’s line, every comic universe needs thei
slapsticldeflater of the powerful enemy.

Ut Regretting what | said to you...

Facing up to the Puppeteer challeMydesturns the
descendent into a proper Teutonic miyidt seems like

in @ proper Iegapy characte_r! And gloriously incargioio

ig be a rhinemaiden and still be code named Puppeteer.

Elf swaps out the pipe organ for a flabekes sense,

and the characterss much more cotmerettie original!
Se

Dylan posits a Puppeteer as a city to world sddilesb
manipulator which could be irggiing. (andgah, Babs
iswanting to stick around to see the fight is mersrab

Lisa considereala mind controlleexpy fromMy Hero
L efrcademiaut my response is too long for this margin.

't Josh points out the possibility of Puppeteer aa®ha
analoguel do legit love the idea of the Puppetter family
where everyone gets the same powers from B5th, but
different color costumelniquetransformation turse
would be my go tdhe trick is figuring out your soul's
transformation tuneHe also put forward a new
Puppeteer withbuppetcarving minionsperhapkin to

Toy Box fromTop 1@That works for me.

C

11 seriously, make those pamitkadotted give her the comic nosad
we're good to go; like Jack in the Box, her s@dhélof proptricks.
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I will pick a favorite and stat them up nextish.

Comments on E&A4

Patrick Brady:reyct ELF on supers adventures, yq
inclusion oWatchméninteresting as the fixC Heroeg
Watchmenodule was endorsed by Moore & Gibbg
and feels veyvatchmeglated in a way that the Snyd
movie did not. | did a brief blog piece dreitz RE real
world inspiration ethics: just go into it with go
intentions; this is highly personal and idiosyecaaid
that you are asking the question means you'relyitdik
be entering in the spirit of "how is this foreighuce
inferior to our proper British ways".

Matt Stevens:OK, | had to go look up Star Spang|é
Ice Cream to make sure you were serious. WTFep€

Patrick Riley: | do like the Goblin cultural tradition

of "if you aren't cheating, you aren't trying"o,Ale
Kobold level of the undercity being a trap havesuse
there are worse things underneath is an excetiesttc

Sorry youlSotSxperience was middlin’, but | get how

you got there ThZonesounds fascinating as a one
two gamehing Yeah, | love the CONCEPT ©he Role
Enginéut in practice it strugglegbeing too clever for
its own goodre YCTM orSotStules are integrated wit
the settingmore than half the book is setting specific
is against my nature of run someonésedséting, but |
kinda have to fasotSor some of it tavork It's clever
enoughthe idea of the city being the goddess and
goddess being the divinity of commerce reallyang
certain feete The Soldier trait: the player is able to
6 of the skills in the game that fall into eadh $rait is
both descriptive "I have this because | am arsddigd
proscriptive "my time as a soldier trained meeseth
skills, not all soldier dkfl. It nipped the My Mentat
Acrobat skill covers all physi€alimental skills" play
because the 6 things are right there. Re your @bsnr
on the V&V gridding, well you're atgghtin that it is
much easier to skip than in modern designs, Ilgyoh
over corrected.

John Redden thanks for the minicon write up; an
glad to hear the surgery went well.

Myles Corcoran:yeah, seeing the differences in ¢
daughter after even just a few weeks at univeesity
astonishing. As for your player who fell off thike,b
astounding that the surgeon inserted the pldte htis

2 stop 22 ThePeople Make Gatnesvas fascinating. A

for Anthony Head, when your passing would be marked

just from your work on instant coffee commercals
know you had the goodBAE Mausritterall queen's
consorts, like Pullman drivers, are hamed Georg

legit scaryre Invisibleall 62 issues in one book? Yikes?
It requires extra dimensions to hold it

Attronarch: LOL at "Too bad | am an elf, | should
Uthave been a paladin." Back inAD&D 1E days my
friend Mike was playing an elvish wizard (namgd EIf
NSwho lamented not being able to be a Bard, back when
€'becoming a Bard meant somethiaddappy's end: well

OIthat was just damn stupid.
D

Michael Cule:re your gaming future: online gaming
really has come a long way since the panderid. Stil
find a lot of the tabletop platforms lean in ta evere
fiddly rules where you can rely on the platfomho the
math and targeting. REYCT Roger re Dolly Levi: and
2d how | haveHello Dollstuck in my head you bastard. Still,
ont always makes me giggle because when we tiglthe s

in High School we didn't have enough boys toufill o

the waiters in that number so the, um, least eddzfwe

the girls in the chorus was drafted to join yzaictice

we always changed the lyric to "and you stillageeg
from us handsome men... and Margaret teoY'CT
Erica onReignaps: to the games credit, they specify
that mapmaking technology is very much in itscinfan
the maps aren't supposed to work!

or

1 Roger BW:There are two types of players: those who
- Iwill knife each other to play the commanding office
and everyone else who runs from it like the pl@diue.
it was more than just BritaBbmeone in my HS game

_th@roup used this exact circle as to why gays shbeldn
iIsallowed in the military in 199&.YCT John Redden: |
ickiways remembereti:level spells f@ummon Rainstorm
andSummon Artad the same material component of a
packed picnic lunch. REYCT me: | have been told not
to have bad guys us&\Bngs as it's one plagéavorite
ship.re YCT Dylan on thievesansitions: one of the
games | want to someday run is sel3th Ade
N€Drakkenhalwhich is a city run by a blue dragon with
monstrous lieutenants and the PCs are Paladimagrun
a a 'protection racket' that provides actual proteatid
services the locals as a means of fomentingorebelli

d ELF: the Star Frontieraces were memorable and
evocative, even if the Yazarians were most fabvpred
ufeenage boys by far. (I was a Vrusk man myself.)

Gabriel Roark:| love the new Zine title, and it's a
lovely tribute B&B's item identification rules do not
reduce my comparison of this @amma Worl@he
S Black Necromantic Rituals are pretty extreme! Yikes

ki
Scribbles Nomic?There's a name | have not heard

y : ; ;
for a long time.... | do love the phrase "churning
le_p@tchwork roller coasteihis whole essay brought up

admit | didn't see the shrew attack coming andsit

\ for me how hard it is for me to play most rules aet
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written, just because my own preferences alwsg's
their heads in game design. Sometimes the ga
amenable to thaD&D 3E somehow left me lots of

places to fiddle without making sweeping changés, w

B/X andV&V can end up nigh unrecognizakieae
is so loose that | have all of 1 house rule (nvagjgons
don't break, but you lose them for the fight ¥ theuld
break) RE endless birthday: getting tenure in a univ
with Liches in it must be a nightmare.

Dylan Capel:Like you, | enjoye@iM&G for what it
was, and | don't really expect much figmar Wars
adjacent properties these days even as IStan Wars
game. Not everything canAedoy and not everything
needs to be. Thanks for the note8Bankroomshich |
suspect | will stream at some point as the coiscap
lovely modern twist on the haunted hoAsdorD&D
and scaled play3th Agecales cleanly, but itaisoso
structured that | can have you fight an Orc Glarchad

mob of Goblin mooks at 1st level, or at 8th byngral

up the monsteso you don't even change the label. T
being saida playersawvidth of optionsexpanded wildly
in that time, which is where the sense of accomglig
comes from. The mordheorize orOSR play the moreg
the tiers make sense and scaling is natuladigets 1
4 as dungeon exploratjdevels 8 aslonger outdoor
guestsand levels 9+ as realm control play are three
different outcomes rather than 3E and later "l&ved
mostly similar to level 3 in what you're doihdbn't
know that any game has handled the concept o&br
improvement as well darvel Sugderoeswhere the
easiedmprovemenpath is stunting off existing powe
— youstart accumulating new ways to use what you
— though the RAW for the cost of thasisl punishing.

Avram Grumer:re Crime Wauhe flashback idea i
neat, but one flashback every 6 rolls feels like 3
Thanks for theGoing for Brokeite up; it's not to my
taste but the breakdown of specific scene franaiag
interestingRe the Alan Moore quote: If you ever go|
chance to read Ron Edwar@kampions N@apturing
this mad energy in your game is his thesis stateme

Patrick Zoch: Congrats on youkid's engagement
I'm glad you're enjoyii@CCsince I've been pushing
here- like you | have no frame of reference on the vi
game bits, but game design is such an ourobdings @
point that it was all explicable Magical Kitties Save
Day awwwwwwwAWWWWWWWWWie SdtmarsHh
did enjoy the punchgff beat nature of the adventure

12 There were bunches of other people writing marotiesnless you're a

rdbince we just discassthe 'death by crabs' scene in
meAgainst All Flagath the kiddo it resonated.

Lisa Padol: Sinnereeally is top notcHt's the first
movie my elder kiddo has dragged mantb| don't
regret seeing it in the thealReGood Sociesysomeone
who has built a game system set a Jane Austen style
LrSgtting (albeit on a colony planet where contrivances
restore a Regency social milieu so that we cabenave
Austen Romance and Giant Robot Coirilzatmit that
having toconsider'why do all the pilots have to be
women? why can't | be the one male pilats one
reason | decided to stop my covid era noodling
publication.Again,"don't monetize your hobbiegbw
my mantra.) Ultimately the creator needs to beaable
set thebaselingone this is a game designed to roleplay
Jane Austen courtship romances (and in mygGase
robots) anything thatloes not advances teefraneous.

If some tables want to address the sins of Engjtatad

the Regency era, they may absolutely do so, bet tho

hashouldn’t béncluded in the rules as they are not relevant
to the core activity. It literally does not mattezre the
familiesmoney comes from aside from how it applies
to social status markers that might push one sud#or
another; but in Austen romances you are so pdar tha

CAN'T matter. Alsof iyou want to queer up Austen |
vesgalute you, butrh not designing game of "Queering
Up Jane Austen". | suppose it doesn't help that Jan
Austen is the John Phillip Sousa of regency dpurtsh
ndromance®. re YCT Me:World Cup visitors were
apparently tickled that our school buses are Inctual
s yellow. As for a Cozy game icyaerpunisetting, sure
haifehat's the premise you sold, but breakinddoama
Systefor the trials and tribulations Wfght City Noodle
| Shops a better cathan trying to us€yberpunk 2020
> kinda for the same reasons | articulated abovengun
L that far against the rules system intent isiflesays

premise rejectioRE your supers LARRIo appreciate
Wthe very specific rules for secret identity detunging
: 8pelled out. Secret Identities are an insaneveoogi

but they are also a genre law. | remembery early
' V&V game where, whépulledcharacters from@risis

at Crusader Citaideluding Manta Man, aka Carter
t Manning who ran an ocean research based tech firm,
HeWhenone player tried to casually reveal Maisriiddgo
.t some of his staff... yes, yes, a 5oldaan figure this
theut, but it's not how the genre is run, so dontt d®L

at the correct role for that plater being "not ajga
 this larp”, but Josh should have knighted him for a
proper Python referencRE the quality of my work:
aha, but if my stuff weren't bather you wouldré toa

Conway, the Great Creatore, or W.C Handy as Hlatteyed out the entire

real fan oMusic Mayou're highly unlikely to be able to name GilnRate,

genre to Soushikewise with Austen.
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spend half a page arguing over my foot note. Blath
sayfre Nadia Swan: it's the next line ddWse with all

Guns. Influence, Notice, Society, Stealth/Crinay€elr
tests". Each of those capitalized terms is an egiache
skill in the game system. That's also why sinceeN
and Stealth/Crime are on her 6 skills picked idie¢go
she gets a synergy bonus, as the skills are gaiesls.
ReKnaverou are correct on your read of Gedes Teet
situation: Francdgdturned 6 of the sailors into futur
mutineers, saignscrupulouslogs went into the junglé
as an excuse fwetend to get sick so they could be
position for the mutinynd while there sole the Dakon
jewels. And yes, the Dakon are a very civilizgtepeo

re Puppeteer and Hitoshi Shinso: | think yg
approaching this backwaedsl in play the power wor
as followsHistoshi talking to the advetbarattack roll.
If the attack roll hits, they talk back, and hatiamed
Mind Control. If he misses, they don't talk badkha]
doesn't. Now the power always workprasentedin
V&V Mind Control hits on a 9 or less (10 if you're n
charismatic than the target, 11 if you're smaneithis
power clearly has Ht. Expertise connected tdé bas
a 13 or less base, up to 15. The GM can easityatgd
doesn't know you have thigspdhrdsidingh combat
them for another +4Against normalunsuspecting
people he probably has a 19 or less 'to hit' lagieqg
them in conversation, but smart, aware foes heid
tongue much of the time. Now, alsoViaV Mind
Control is punishingly expensive f@@yu¢ but you're
only charged when it works, so it mostly balante
Not a character | would enjoy playing, but it cak. w:

—

5
O

Brian Misiaszek REYCT ELF: huge amounts of
genre emulation in play is dependent on everythee ;
table knowing the genre rules and leaning intq likem
the writersroom of a TV show. Game mechanics ¢
help or hurt with that though, and the outcomeean
more-or lesssatisfactory to the genre experience. T
is true of pretty much all RPA3&D gets a little bit of
a by because the rules of its particular genrdouikere
by and around itHEYCT Josh on Baron Kriminal: tha
does feel like a satisfactory ending. As foGiDi@/
thoughts supporting Josh's plan for adding new
rather than replacing old, it's good if they didiehate
player but also maybe tvegulddo whatTSRdid and
perpetually fracture their base into boxed séttings

Peter Hildretch: Welcome back! Do you need a co

e your streak if you miss a day. Only wins and fosses
actual played days count. Now, | still try to @layy
day because | enjoy it, but there's no fear a@fglosi
because | didn't prioritizeRE YCTmeSure, go ahead

otand rub in your still havirgvisible$ don't have that

much dosh lying around for a massive book. /A&dor

Warsmy experience as a youth was everyone dumping

h points into Blaster, which is the nlmdi equivalent

e version of Laser Sword. Baalays everyone has some

» things at 5d or higher but are spreading out wagt th

indo.re Rangers: one of my concerns with contemporary

's game design is having to worry about a clear cafebat
by class, but | knowi part of the TTRPG To CRPG

_ To TTRPGouroborosso | don't kick too much. Well

"0t much. Well, not in publiddy own gamehas

5 "Fighter". reV&V Metacurrency use: oh you guys used
the one built into that version. In thHeevolutigame |
instituted "You can use this to reroll" hero poamis
everyone just forgot they existed in the heatesl ev
fight. reV&V Gridding: See my comments to Patrick

Pr'ehisish Diskettehaving galactic range would potentially
be game breaking but would sure show her brother he
was wrong about her power being useless to thg, fami
wouldn't it?Two consecutive watches is 8 hours of
sleep. But | don't overstress having people irt shor
watches, it's just if you have a fgyitounteyou gotta
start over. Everyone loves the very reasonable Bako

h expect to see more of them when we come backto thi
re your comment to Clark: man, havirB” as our
universal differentiator is hard when dealingclaties,

Owhere Pathfider 1E is a 3.5E clovieose2E moved

closer to 5E.Re YCT Lisa on my reviving thegion

game: I'm considering it, now that my life situasio
very different. it' more likely than my publishing

V&V hack forit. re YCT ELF: actually, | didn't. Tlsere'

ard point where our experiences are so differemtnas t
"tacilitate the conversation.

nt

'his Jim Vassilikos re YCT Patrick Brady on Aristotle:

theDiscworlitboks better with priesthoods claiming that

the sausages being cooked sent the 's@esagap to

it Offler the Crocodile god, while yhewvore thenaterials
that remained were like ashes in the prieststh,

eraghich is why thedon't share... pass the hot sauce.

Timothy Collinson: Congratulations! Nice photé
an official ‘zine: welcome to The Shawlotal nudity:
as someone who spent part of a few summers asa nud
PYcamp as a kid in the 70's, | always have proldting g

of The Man from UNCLE #5: the Mad ScientiSt Affgir this across the peoplshen everyone is naked all the

Joshua Kronengoldre game dbexlitethat's spelled
Flaggerbastard. Sounds like a fun game thoeg
Games that are bad for you: one of the reasoegel p
Rouglever, sayWordlés thatRoguldoesn't zero out

time, it's just a background state, not an arousal.

N Everyone elseRAEBNC

=

Goodnight Speed Centauwvherever you are.

Denizens of the Librapg.8




ATLANTIS FORIOW #2
July 20, 2026, forEver & Anow#14
Gabriel Roark
Rancho Cordova, CA
gabrielroark@gmail.com

Natter

Hello, friends & readers. AfN #2 is a commentzine this time around owing to a busy
month. As of this writing, Celeste & | are wrapping up our third quarter of Lezkateo
class. We also had our first skativersary this month. On August 1, | will move up into
Freestyle 1, in which we will learn how to do forward spirals (can do already)jalf fl
jumps, two-foot spins (can do), waltz jumps (can do, but need to learn the entrance), an
backward edges. Skating backward will be important in this course,lbpinCeleste

in taking up private coaching to get my reverse skills up to snuff. | am loowagifto

the challenge.

Gaming continues with my two usual groups, Advanced D&D (referee) and Star Wars
(player). Work continues on thet®&@nniversary of Arduin project, which has taken much
time away from reading & writing ziness l& shame, seeing as E&A #13 is a banger &

| still have loads of material to share from Arduortal to Adventure. Theabkay: one

can only do what one can do.

Additional Contents:

x Our Examination of Arduif?ortal to Adventure has gone for a smoke break
x Talk Talk: Comments on E&A #13

TALK TALK: COMMENTS ONE&A#13

In the Hall of Stone (Patrick Brady)

Quasipseudoludognostication #13 (Patrick Riley)

Denizens of the Library #12 (Brian Rogers)

Reddened Stars No. 12 (John Redden)

Twisting the Rope #13 (Myles Corcoran)

Ronin Engineer (Jim Eckman)

Scribbles and Horrors #2 (Scribble M. Horror)

Attacks of Opportunity #12 (Dylan Capel)

An Unlooked for Zine #12 (Lisa Padol)

$UDJDUWK:-V 0XVLQJY 3HWHU & +LOGUHWK

X X X X X X X X X X
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x Computocracy: Character Options, Pt. 1 (Jim Vassilakos)
x Travelling Light No. 1 (Timothy Collinson)

In the Hall of Stone (Patrick Bradylice to see you back in these pages, Patrick
(apologies for not acknowledging your reappearance lastish). On zine desigriptee co
that you used for highlighting text & watermarks are soothing. The triangular watermark
breaks the expected pattern pages 3 & 4 (no triangle & position 1 again, regekgt

It is not bothersome, but | do wonder why.

| appreciate your ethical dilemma concerning cultural appropriation in nosgooia
campaign design. | think that audience does matter & that a close circle of gaming
compatriots reduces your ethical burden to a considerable degree. Here is atgugge

for handling your borrowing of real-Earth religious practices for your home g¢ampai
Minimally, you have already taken step one in that you have identified some (or all?) of
the religions from which you want to borrow. Be sure to identify them in your
documentation & verbally with your players. Step two, determird wpecific aspects

of religious practices you want to incorporate into your campaign. Her thii

structures or relationships & ritual enactment are probably most important. After you
have done this, ask yourself whether it is important to keep the names of these
phenomena as you find them in your sourcestW LVQ-W FKDQJH WKHP
material just a little further removed from the real-Earth situation. Depending on the arc
of your campaign, these religions could well see change anyway.

You might include a disclosure statement in your campaign materthis:liReligious
practices in this campaign are modeled directly on the Kuksu Cult, as practiced b
several California Indian tribes during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. | have
incorporated Kuksu CHMUDFWLFHY LQ WKLV FDPSDLJQ:-V UHOL
interest in the culture as well as to have a religious milieu that feels vital& part

culture, not tacked on merely because clerical classes demand it. In usingetis insp
material for inspiration in our games, | paid special attention to the purpose ofr@mmu
rituals, their settings (including architecture, such as the ceremonial roundhouse), offici
& participation by the lay community. [One could go on.] The Kuksu Cult was the [a]
major source of inspiration for religious life in this campaign & my borrowing does not
lend or detract from the dignity of the Kuksu Cult, its adherents, or their descendants.
Likewise, | do not claim to possess authority to interpret the meaning of the Kuksu Cult
cultural competency inxLQDOO\ , ZLOO QRW XVH WKLOhPDWHU
yeah, have a list of your sources somewhere, too, even if only in your campesgn no

, G R QwWh&tr@mRhis is helpful & admit that it is far from a detailed consideration of
your problem. Ah, another idea occurred to me. If possible, prioritize sources of
information that living (or recently living) adherents published themselves. Look at those
sources for any admonitions against incorporating the published information in any
capacity. Older native-published sources are unlikely to have suchiadnsp but my
experience with North American Indian literature (I am an anthropologist and cultura
resource manager) suggests that authors writing more recently address this issue (albe
not in a roleplaying setting) directly. In the final analysis, | think you are not abusing the

source material have motivations that few would fault.
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Quasipseudoludognostication #13 (Patrick RileyrYCT Roger BW, unconscious foes
are indeed a conundrum all around. Certainly, it creates more for the rebetraek, in
addition to the concerns that you identified. That said, my table seems to enjoy the mor
& pragmatic issues that unconscious foes impose upon their PCs. To be honest, as is
probably known by longtime readers of my zines, the PCs in my campaigns seldom hay
gualms about summary killing of unconscious enemies. In our current Temple of Eleme
Evil campaign (Advanced D&D), the good-aligned PCs have been trysgg to u
negotiation or intimidation to surmount opposition in lieu of outright slaughter. Various
inputs, of which alignment is but one, have influenced this decision. Another big impetu:
reduce body count is the nasty convention that | use, where corpses that are ngt propet
consecrated can return as undead.

RYCTMLQLWLDWLYH RUGHU DW RXU $' ' We@REOH LV FXPI
encumbered primarily by the warband size of the PCs, not so much action type. | find tr
order of actions easy to adjudicate (this does not always mean quick) for a couple of
reasons. First, you are right, the PCs have known tactical preferences & the players
provided me with a good default description of their martial preparation during
exploration. Second, | try hard to give the players comprehensive ititorroa what

sort of armor & armament their PCs can see. This allows the PCs to make informed pla
Third, in resolving the order of actions, | concern myself more with whether there are an
conflicts between actions instead of establishing an absolute sequence. A good exampl
is determining whether a charging foe can engage and strike a spellcastes thefo

spell goes off. If the attacker is nearby & using a fast weapon, | really must know the
difference between the casting time and the combined movement + weapon speed of
the assailant. In most melee exchanges, the longer weapon gets first strike. Easy.
Declaring intentions is what takes ages at my table, to the degree that | ammogside
alternative approaches to what we are doing now.

Denizens of the Library #12 (Brian Roger§3YCTM, yes, Matthew Tapp wears his
influences on his sleeve in Barrows & Borderlands.JO D G P \oflB&B haMeZ V
been an interesting read., GLRV\QFUDWICcEIDOO\ PLQHpu?3

Reddened Stars No. 12 (John Reddeimppreciate your kind words about the Arduin
(and B&B) essay$nvisibley ZDV 7D\ORU-V OHDVW REWUXVLYH W
UHPDUN DERXW UHVHUYLQJ VSDFH IRU KHU ZDV D UF

Thanks for continuing Jargon Zen and Humor.
Twisting the Rope #13 (Myles Corcoranflrish to the pointofselED UR G\ p
modifying a James Taylor tune to describe your local weattwbr

| had not heard that John Blanche died till | read your zine. Skinty fia. Man, d sipake
his art in my teens & early twenties thanks to a steady dMtashammer Fantasy Role
Play(2d ed., | think) &Vhite Dwarflan Miller is in the pantheon, too (still living).

See my comment thishto JohiR X SUREDEO\ JRW WKH MRNH ,I \R
Ronin Engineer (Jim Eckmamn email requesting a copy of Wanderer is on its way.
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Scribbles and Horrors #2 (Scribble M. HorroglR XU HVVD\ "5XOH OXWDE
DQG 'XQJHRQV 'UDJR Qidgupérmitting M BhoQ@dddhip@d some of the
concepts that you covered W KRVH LQ 5REBYMW $UQHWWRQW 7UXH
(Corsica, France: Three Line Studio, 2017). Also, | am surprised that | heaak not r
aboutNomicbefore encountering your essay in my reading on wargaming & simulation
gaming., VHH PDQ\ UHIHUHQFHV WR &KULV (QJOH:-V ODW
(https://sites.google.com/view/free-engle-matrix-games/hgrhat recall no references

to Nomic.

Attacks of Opportunity #12 (Dylan CapellRYCTM Myles on sketch maps &
characterizing play situations for players, how did you use index cards to tngdbkvi
problem?

An Unlooked for Zine #12 (Lisa PadolRYCTM, thank you!

S$UDJDUWK -V 0XVLQJV:Wlamel hhck, PetdrOrgadkd-/ovKor sharing
your RPG origin story. | always find these a joy to read.

Computocracy: Character Options, Pt(Jim Vassilakos)RE: Silver vs. Gold (with
apologies to Lee & Barry). | admire your commitment to making gold moreleatua

your AD&D campaign(s). Your description tells me that | had correctly understood that
effecting such a conversion would be a lot of work, which would only compound if one
used published AD&D adventures.

Travelling Light No. 1 (Timothy Collinson):like your new zine title. Therein is the
reference to the game system that you & Jim V. use. That would be a good title for a
4XDNHU QHZVOHWWHU DV ZHOO DQG OHVV FKHHN\ W
Congratulations on seeing your daughter wed: may she & her husband havedd&lesse
lengthy marriage.

This sentence dwells between something & nothing.
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30D\WHVW BDWHYLD®OD\WHVWY DW@HULDQVRYS SODFH RYHU VHYHUDO VHVVL
XSFRPLQJ kQRW IRU SUROW FULWLFDO M%)Wﬁgﬂcg)lé@?ﬁvg%v\\fvﬁe%\ﬂ EH FRQWLC
UROHSOD\LQJ JDPHV :H SXEOLVK HvvDW "URpVIHZY KHQ ., oQLVK $QQL V D
LQWHUYLHZV DQG H[SHULPHQWDO zULWEOY RA'KB IVEER BRRAP gy PP FROWL
WDEOHWRS UROHSOD\LQJ y ,W V VWLooRLQ\AWk"HR\W-W*’sV\PVVDFJ@DUDFWHUV q
WKH\ YH 0QLVKHG DFFHSWLQJ SLWFKHV R WA XEWER@ B gRDILQI &R6 ZLV
VWLOO SRWHQWLDOO\ RSHQ WR DOUHD'G{'FkbSEHWM G/ BHW FoHil WHFKQLFL
7KH\ DUH ORRNLQJ IRU YROXQWHHUV RI DO VARAY EURFHUR WKH SUHYLR
DUWLVWYV SURRIUHDGHUV OD\RXW HGLWRUYTIRYERY EXW WKH DUH RIWHGQ
5LIKW QRZ WKH\ SD\ QRWKLQJ , EHOLHYH WHY R BRLZECRAK ZDIVHYHUA
- R Pl GDWDEDVH SODQQ]
plans (or at least hopes) to change that at some po int. b ¥ 6D\ ZH OHDUOHG DER
. YH YROXQWHHUHG WR KHOsS zLwK opyrRxWH@JRR] ¢b! 2H OHDU
UHDGLQJ WKLQJV DQG SRWHQWLDOO\ zUl ARPRWKHVH WKH DHVWKF
VHULRXV SLWFKHV DV RSSRVHG WR WKHRKDO] %HGLQD]WEBQ’\’/\PKQLW WKDQ WKH FFR
FRXOG EH DQ DUWLFOHy FRQFHSWYV , WKg HVKDSHG SRHPy U

YROXQWHHULQJ IRU OD\RXW LVK HGLWLC%J VY-ﬁD QdDEHV E\F/QVIZBW].HF\?JVI;/UI-{Y:U\(X
DFFHSWHG DV KHLWKHU RI WKHVH ZRXOG Q
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O\ULF JDPHV DUH WDJJHG

LVVXH ZKLFKHYHU \RX SUHIHU LV OQ%-'7¥3*V ZLWKSM UEB <RX QHHG oUH WR
0\ WZR DUWLFOH LGHDV DUH |
6ROR 7753* W\S"HHWVRUWHG RXW PD]IiA%l::l)J_\'V\IIQZélEVD&(IQD\??%OHHO/ KL|}|/DV5}(<3HRTR|¥XVWIDIT
DOQG RQH{ RWKHWW\SH RI USJ '

D &KRRVH <RXU 22Q $GYHQWXUH LVKIWR G500 By WKHP

7TKHVY UDQJH IURP FRRNLQJ JDPHV WR
$ORQH $JDLQVW I1RDUWKKWRYHS
)DOWEBRRNV KLW SRLQWY vy WR FDQGOHV IRU DHVW

= keWDQGDUG USIV ZLwkrxw RwKHIPYYDRYWKEFEDUDFWHU VIKHHW DIw
*0y OLNRQVZRUWKLF *@KHUH y o Q Q

\RX XVH RUDFOHV H[WHQVLYHO\ v@ﬁf'ﬁ?hg'ﬂiﬁ\WWﬁ KHDU DERXW

ODEN RI RWKHU SOD\HUV UHDOO\{ , EHW \RXU UHDFWLRQ Z|

F -RXUODOLQJ FDPSDRIGKULWRLONIYWLQIY QRW kRK ZRZ ),5( LV ZKDW
JORDWLOJ %MNNKD—‘ELHSH -vr sruy KDYH FHHQ PLVVLQJ +RZ GR , JHW PH
WKH 'XOJBEROFK KDV PxFK oHvv ¢l WBYoY
ZKHUH WKHUH V RQJRLQJ DG Y HERW X W W KD FKRRQWM GR \RX WKLQN , V
KDYH WR HQG W V OLNHO\ , 0O ZULWH ERWK HYHQWXC

G -RXUQDOLQJ RQK QIKRWHQELNHEH SXEOLVKHG LQ LVVXH RI WKH MRXU«
EHOLMHYRXVDQG <HDU 2 ®® GPFGKRIHBH DUH LQLWLDO WKRXJKWV HLWKHU
&DJH Rl 6DQG ZKHUH DOWKRXZKWKKPRIOP ADPDNIJRULHY RU GLITHUHQW
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, UHDOO\ DP XQGHFLGHG 6ROR 7 ¥53JVHDWH U3HDIOLP VFROOHG VOLSVSDFH W
P\ KHDUW DQG , KDYHQ W VHHQ D QWIQH RI@®HRELHW EKWRKHPXOG QDYLJDWH L
GRZQ OLNH WKLV $QG kJDPIKWWR WKZBWHRUILS MXFRQjW UHPHPEHU KHUV
FRQVLGHU %XW , FDQ W GR ERWK DW7&HRVWR QW W HOH S/RKHWQIDIWLY H[SHQV
LVVXH Rl 30D\WHVW ODWHULDO DQG EULQJLQJ SHRSOH DORQJ LV PRUH |
, KDYH D ORW PRUH FRKHUHQW WWRXOIKIRWWERXWLMRDRPLGGOH JRQH LV D
7753*V , YH EHHQ FRQVLGHULQJ WKH[VUQ® BRZHUWBHBRIGODELOLW\ WR FKDQJF
7KDW GRHVQ W PHDQ LW V DQ HDVLRRB YCHPMIQVD D WRHOUO WM GRXU RZQ LV DO\
WKHUH V D ORW PRUH JURXQG WR FRYHNG DQ® WHHHW K KO WBKFHWHU 1LUYDQD
ULVN RI PLVVLQJ VRPHWKLQJ PDMRIZMWKRWSSLRXWKHBHG\ ZKR PDGH DQ LPS
LQWHUHVW VHW GRPH WKDW oW RYHU KHU DQG WKH QHD
*DPHV ZLWK oUH LV QHZ WHUULWRBXOI®R PRGIQBERWHU DQG WKH GRPH ZRX
WDONLQJ DERXW WKHP VR , FDQ W ®RB SMDUURQRX Q@ KW VFRODLHY FRXOG VH
ORW OHVV UHOHYDQW WR WKH FXUUHIHP UDW IFRX OEIQQW DK DQ\WKLQJ 3R\
FRPPXQLWLHV , KDYH WKH YDJXH LEBVHGVREA @ KK ZI/VLWRX FEKL QJ KHU ZKHQ
D PRUH HQMR\DEOH DUWLFOH EXW QRERIGPRENOG/ISHKWFRQYH DQ\WKLQJ LQW
IH[W LVVXH LVQ W XQWLO QH[W \BRE H, XDW HOVIX\WE VD [P @ WELRDAR
WLPH WR PDNH D GHFLVLRQ JHW DQ BHWIXBWVZIKBMW'H®SHQHWUDEOH ZDO
USJV :HOO 3RZHUIXO ZDOOV DUH FRVW
Superhero Games ZDOOV GRQjW H[LVW LQ PRVW JDPHV  $¢(

, JRW VHYHUDO FRPPHQWY DERXW P%%%%L\/&Ig‘kﬁl—bﬁgﬁijUHDIISL(J;HQVSKQI—RVzBEOXI-
KHUR USJV QRW FRYHULQJ WKH JHQ |F|7£|I-P dN ,'E O%NHW(%NE KDG LPDJL HGQD
DGGUHVYV D IHZ SRLQWYV QRW DLPHG D\ﬁkbé_‘\/% l'—_|| I['\%QJ ' Q
SDUWLEXODU ZHOO_E \RQ G KH VWDUWLQJ DELOLW\ C
, DGRUH VXSHUKHUR USJV WKH\jL7J|§D Igf IEIHV\%?I-'T| 7§H LVVXH DV ., KDG L

|
JHQUHV , SOD\ UHJXoDUO\ DQG ERPRPT ¥ céég YREERWK D SRZHU ZHC

H _
WKH RQO\ JHQUH ,jG *0jG LQ WKH NP EHY' EH\RQEQBERIDPH D

e Eh
iYH SOD\HG VHYHUDO RI WKHP PBEIWSY BRYP 4850 q1e fightwitha  street
DJR WKDW WKH GHWDLOV DUH D EB% o880 ARVELHYE SO RP SRZHUIXO
WKHP , KDG DFFHVV WR DQG zkLYH®Ngqane expsyipidimitations, and weak where

PRUH WKDQ RWKHUV , zDV KDss\"W# ¢ B("dﬁ?"ﬁ'fw“e EHIRQG QRUPDO St
WKHP DOG OLNHG WKHP PRUH WKDQ PR w‘é’ ULWLQJ WKHP XS IRU J
7

, FRQWLQXH WR EHOLHYH WKDW g UFI-?%[{J%&/W , LPDJLQHG V
|§LOLWLH WKH\ KDG EHF

WKH FRPLF ERRN VXSHUV JHQUH E@W)\&VV\%@S}&%F@DUDFWHU GRHV ORW WU
PRYLHV 2U VKRQ/HK®@®\DRDL@HH D ID |%ZUI\IJ_WH v HUK U.S J FKDUDI?WHU
W\SH RI JDPH DQG VWLOO OHDYH ILI I?L%NE%J Wﬂgﬁ L\§

/KHUH ZHUH RWKHUV LQFOXGLQJ P\ |

QRW ZKDW LW VD\V RQ WKH SDFND|J:H .
DFWHUV , GRQjW UHPHPEHU WKH GHWDL

([SODQDWLRQ :KHQ , ZDV D WHHQDIHWEQ WDFERDYHUMQWR JDPH FKDUDFWHU\
ZKR ZDV UHDOO\ LGWRHBPRPRFWRW RIFKHHQH V
7LWDQV 1HZ OXWDQWV WRIJHWKHU 6kRXPOEXKDYRZQOHQW)\ RI IXQ SOD\LQ.
SDFN Rl VXSHUV FKDUDFWHUV ZULWWHY XSRHR M O EDWKHWRH JDPH PHFKD(
RZQ VWRULHV g QDPHV VHFUHW ,' (RXVEKDVBWLR@WHBUQ WR IRFXV \RXU FKD
SRZHUV RULJLQ VWRU\ HWF , DGR3W\WGVXESIRQUGVRBCGH WKRHHIDPH V\VWHP ¢
RI P\ RZQ /DWHU ZKHQ , JRW LQWRWNXBHWVZUSBKVWKMWUEWERQ \RXjOO DOPR
ZULWLQJ WKHP XS ZLWK D FKDUDFWHU WKDW QHHGV H[WHC
W GLGQjW ZRUN (YHQ P\ ZHDN EKSHOBDKHIRZANMIZXNYHY WKH JDPH ZDQWV
HLWKHU WRR SRZHUIXO RU RXW RI WARSOGRA DY\ BEPEHLWLHY WKH JDPH FDQ
VI\VWHP , FRXOG 0QG DOWHUDWLRQ UHPRYDO LV RQH kDXUD \
, GRQjW UHPHPEHU WKH GHWDLOWRQOKDRD RH WKBIRQHVVHY WKDW ZLOO P

,KDG D SDLU RI WZLQV q KH KDG LQMRWKXD FIRQHWYIROH VR QBEKH\ JHW YHU\ OXI
VKH KDG D NLQG Rl WHOHSRUW WKDW PRYHG WKURXJK D

! $QJLH 3DWULFN LI \RX HYHU VHH WKLV JHW LQ WRXFK SOHDVH
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{,WjV HDV\ WR IRUJHW WKLV DlW@b'é@%}@h@@@f@dh@ part 7
\HDUV ,WjV QRW XQWLO \RX VWDUW WU\LQJ WR ZULWH XS

IDYRULWH FKDUDFWHUV IURP VKRZzV REOHERRIW HM p W >XAH Ui FOUDQAGVFK LR FI
REYLRXVO\ QRW LQpXHQFHG E\ USJW W \RX UHDOL]H WKDW
WKH JDPHV FDQjW UHpHFW WKH JH(;E?ﬁt(I)<fl%:w"’""’lceIrS
7KHUH DUH UHDVRQV IRU WKLV &KWDRW B MW WR XARPEBRLGHU\ DUWLVW
ERRNV GRQjW JHW WR XVH DOO WKHLU 7BV ROWKHEY AR H RE UAHDEOW K\
HQFRXQWHU WKH\ KDYH HQGOHVV DPRXIQWAK BQW WAHDA WK@WIRU KLV VKLS W
JRW XVHG RQFH DQG ZDV QHYHU PHQWBROQHMRA UBILRIRWKH 2FHDQ DQLJKW R
FRQYHQLHQW FRQWDFW ZLWK JRRG LQNRLIKWR DIRRMNEPIVYRU\WPXIJIJOHUV DQC
XVHIXO IRU D LVVXH VWRU\ DUF DQG QHUH U WRIBHIB/ U%RIDAVROHIJURD WKH (P
7KH OLPLWV Rl WKHLU DELOLWLHV DUHGEDWH M RQILZKPWKIREREWHVW VHOF
IRU WKLV VWRU\ JLYHQ +HUR $jV GHWDRD®Y UHRWQKRRABXRBGNRUPHU PHUF
, GHIHDW (QHP\ = JLYHQ +HUR $ V SRZHY MW DQGGYRBUDFH VNLOOHG ZRRG
DYHUDJH GLFH UROOV (OHQZHQ &URZ :KHHO RUDRVWMNQW RI
30D\HUV FDQ ZULQJ D ORW PRUH XVIKRAQRGVRRXIW RN DUXQV JDPHV RI FKL
PLQRU SRZHU WKDQ FRPLF ERRN ZULWHEV HRGUYRRRY ,IRD GZREELW WKLHI
\RXjYH HYHU VHHQ D ' ' JURXS ORDG X8 iRNH FERROMUHBWDQW ZLWK KLV NQRW?Z
LQVWHDPGHRIHO VSHOOV \RX NQRZ ZKDYWGPHORLYH WKH :LGRZ KDROI:BQG\W
%XW WKDW YHUVDWLOLW\ PHDQV W KiDKLIHUHK®R SRIHOFMFRODGHYV IRU DUL
QHHG WR EH WRQHG GRZQ DQG WKH PLEWBPREHHR QDY IQWHKIEBE RI +HOLRW WKF
WR EH GHVFULEHG ZLWK H[WHQVLYH OIGPAAKHVY HQWHULQJ WKH FRQWHVW Z
&DQ \RX XVH \RXU PLQRU OE OLPLWDWH QKR OH WLRK XSSO XIJKWHU DJH
ZLQG SRZHU WR EXUVW VRPHRQHjV HDY@WXRR'UTRBO®FNR WOSRSHEV RXW PDJ
WKH H[KDXVW SRUWV RQ D FRPSXWHU OYRERNLBYHRKEHPVY 5 &PRQWLFH ZKLOH
\RX XVH EXJ FRQWURO WR KDYH PRVTXLWRY VSUHDG
YDFFLQHV" 'RHV URFN VKDSLQJ zR U (KR QWR € @ X! %BB’KHHU LV KROGLQJ DQ
FDQ \RX XVH WKDW WR ZHDNHQ W K HE UWLVWV ZLOO EH VHOHFWHG WR
'HSHQGV RQ WKH JDPH WKH *0 WRERULRIsYRPE FVRIGGLR
RQ %XW HYHU\ JURXS ,jYH PHW KDV5RERPJXS ZLWK
TXHVWLRQV OLNH WKHVH ZKHQ WKH\JUH IDFHG ZLWK D
VLWXDWLRQ ZKHUH , KLW LW ZLWK $QQH BQ6vVINO AV RRWKMKRERYH FKDUDF\
REYLRXV VROXWLRQ PDQ\ LQ JUXHVRPH ZD\V $QQL WKHQ ZRW
:KLFK PHDQV WKDW FRPLFV VW\OKRKRWWYDBW VOKHVEGDD\WRI THVWLYDOjV VWDU
RSSRVHG WR SOD\HU VKHQDQLJDQVPHPRMWWIA WRQXMHIBAP W RQ ZLWK WKH
FRVWLQJ D ORW PRUH VKH LV FHUWDLQ VKHjV QHYHU PHW DQ
,Q FRPLFV \RX FDQ KDYH 5DQGRPVBWH MK &YWDRFQH WKH VHZLQJ RQ WKH
DSSHDU IRUMMKRMY FDVH 7KH\ VKRZ XS IRU D IHZ
LVVXHV PD\EH WKH\jUH UHFXUULQJ ﬁ@ﬁ‘éﬁroﬂﬁ’z \HDUV 7KH\
SURYLGH LQIR DQG PD\EH DFFHVV W@R/EHYIIRGHQPOBU ZHUH NLOOHG DOWKR)
H[SHULPHQWDO WHFK RUGHU WKLV WLPH $QQL VWDUWHG WR ¢
,Q JDPHV{ ,Q *8536 \RX SD\ SRLOQOWEJdRIERRWKWKH IHZ GD\V DURXQG WKH
VSHFLoF QDPHG FRQWDFW <RX SD\IRRWHYWDONKKHDOMXGYHYFH KDV EHFRPH [
WDOHQWHG RU KDYH DFFHVV WR RWKKN PRUHX® IHIKRXEY WHKMH WLPH ORRS D
'KLFK PHDQV \RX DUH SURQH WR OHPRWRH L RIWROPV IZ&R KDVQjW PDGH DQ R

WKHP LQ HYHU\ JDPH \RX FDQ EHFDX\H MR BDEH XD
RQ DOO KHDULQJ UROOV WR JHW WKLV JX\jV SKRQH QXPEHU

, UHSHDW , ORYH VXSHUKHUR UsGhird Leap FXUUHQW O\
UXQQLQJ RQH DIWHU D FRXSOH RI ﬁHFlPWe@ QRW *0LQJ
)DWH $FFHOHUDWHG JDPH VHW LQ XSHUSRZHUV DUH
QHZ WR WKH ZRUOG DQG VWLOO HYRR®ML@RRS EHJLQV DV QRUPDO ZLWK D V
"HjUH KDYLQJ IXQ ZLWK LW WX NIV PH\PRDVG WRP WKH SUHYLRXV ORRS KD X
WKHLU FKDUDFWHUV LQ )DWH WHUPWDBRWOOHOOWRDQNWKHRERERE VHOHFW I
ERRNVK LGHDV WKH\ VWDUWHG ZLWKHLWKHU VWUDQJHO\ UHSHWLWLYH RU V!
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$QQL DZDNHQV IURP D QLJIKWPDUH WWHWDRDQJWEDRLUWHRXVO\ WR RQH VLGH D\
UHPHPEHU VRPHWKLQJ LQYROYLQJ WWRUHDIPRODDQG VEBRG\QJ WR XQORDG LW ,V
SDUWV EXWFKHUHG LQWR JRUH 6KH X¥XWGKIHH KDFS DHOGHHIGV YIRVE&DPDJH LW LC
DV D JRDW EOHDWY RXWVLGH KHU ZLQ@ERY\ NIRW®&8 LFJUDDWHA \6 EVHMWQJ UHPRYHG
OLNH VRPHRQH LV ODXJKLQJ DW KHQ®PW S&BLWUERMWE XM DO FKHVWYV ZLW
RIl WKH LPDJHV RI EORRG DQG GHDWRFNYV 7KH FUHZ KDV SXVKHG SHRSOH F
6KH WULHVY WR UHPHPEHU ZKDW WWDFNVWIKRHR RQ WKH SLHU EXW WKH\ DI
\HVWHUGD\ DQG WKLQNV VKH{ WD X JIXHMH & PMER) BIHOHWH WRRPB SHRSOH JXDUGLQ
WLWOHG ODG\" 7KDW FDQjW EH ULJKVW ORDWG KR XHD QWKMRIRRRNLQJ PHUFKDQV
KXPEOH KHU ZRUNV DUH WRR VLPSOKWGWMR ¥ HWHXK WHKWIWOH RQ $QQL
DWWHQWLRQ RI{ D ZDUULRU BDRL\" 6RPHRRWEKHWK DKH VD\V DQG SRLQWV D
6KH VKDNHY KHU KHDG DQG ORRNV DURXIQG KHU KRPH DQG
UHDOL]JHVY VKH QHHGV WR SUHSDUH IRU<KWKKH\RXDWX ZHRUMLFWOWKH %OXH )L\
6KH VHZV WKH VOHHYHV RQ WKH QRMW'\BAWBFG \ORQW R XW
ODVW QLJKW 6KH UHPHPEHUY OHDYLQJRXKMH/ BQUWMRXRN, NBRBW\RX"
WR EH 0QLVKHG LQ WKH PRVREP OLIKWRXGISBWFKHG XS D MDFNHW IRU D IUI
EHUV VHZLQJ WKHVH VOHHYHV « WKMWZR WXRBRWUNWE WHKNH WK \RWLWFKHV VWL
WKH VKRXOGHU WKHUHjV WKH OLWW O6KAUELXQUWWODWHLY WKMH JOBEGLWR KHDU LW
WKDW VKH KDV WR pDWWHQ SLQFKLQJ<RKIHUWOKRHQYHIVMD WKIHJ VIDOV DEUXSW O\
VR LW KROGYV WKH VKR XO GWM KHWW WKIH KW WDLQGVBLEBKWR" 6KHjV QRW VXUH Z¥
IUD\HG HGJH Rl WKH FXUYH WZR WLQRLQKRUW WKUHDGYV
WU\LQJ WR SXW WKHPVHOYHY RQ WKH RXWOQOGCGDL QR XIVWRGZRWWIKHRYHU WKRYV
LQVLGH« QRGY DW WKH VWDFN RQ WKH SLHU :H
%XW RI FRXUVH VKH KDVQjW DOUWBGWVRXW EKHBUW KW KHKIHW ZDWHU GDF
EHIRUH 6KH PXVW EH PL[LQJ LW XS ZLWEKRXIOK: EBDIVKMD B HWR EXW{ , DP QRW
VKH GLG % XW 7KDW RQH ZDV EOXNDWKLOWKHVFDIQQRW IDEKM.FRRII WKLHYHV V
6KH VKDNHY KHU KHDG WR FOHDU LWROQNWG QRHE WWRUHQJIWK MXVW D YRLF
UHSODFH WKH pRZHUV RQ WKH WDEOR G6KIHDW RV H \J WKIN GRID@®/URXEOH \HO
URVHV LQ WKH PLGGHQ KHDS DQG JHMQKKMHY HD EKKIWQ &/IKHD\ RDQjW ZDWFK DQG .
IUHVK JROGHQURGV WR EULJKWHQ XELWHKH URRP
6KH SXWV WKHP LQ WKH YDVH DQG 6KKHQ PRERNDIJURBGLQJ DQG KH KDQGV
6KH UHDUUDQJHYVY WKHP LQ WKH YPRXFKWRKHKFRBIRD j WKBERKRMY WR VWDQG DW
OHVV ZURQJ 6KH DGGV D IHZ PRUH HRIMRHVWRIRH REWRBRDWXQLW\ IRU D FORVH
JROGHQ FRORU ZLOO KHOS" ,W GRHY¥KHWVV6KAHK PN HNNH WEKIHPI HQRXJK GLVWD
WR WKH FHQWHU RI WKH WDEOH DQGRWKHILNMNKNKHIVYHHYKBGIXDWLQJ KRZ WR
FRQWLQXH WR ORRN RGG 6KH FRQVL GHére/areteMhE Ao rhndvik generators online for
ZLWKHUHG URVHV WR UHSODFH WK Hrpg tiinQsiard Hdné &f théh \gekidpale tasure chests.
ULGLFXORXV 6KH PXVW EH QHUY R XRlemyEoRtXevd Vil KsHirdd$u&\itensDd0ins, etc; none of
DQG VR FRPPRQ pRZHUV MXVW GRQ jfhémalesBrie théllmied. @ammit. I'm leaving this for

HQRXJK WRGD\ later. Suffice to say that there are, in addition to a stack
6KH JDWKHUV KHU VXSSOLHV D Q Gf dridirbyy shipping idreliesoBvatilil sizes, several
WDEOH IRU VDOHV WRGD\ "treasure chests" made of different materials and

shapes.
6KH ZDWFKHV WKH XQORDGLQJ IURP X
PLOQRU HQFREQWRHQUWPDOD /DGl /LERKBB®HH RI KRXUV ZKLOH WKH VKLS VLQN
Rl -DOS@WRQ .XBQDOO\ PDNHV Do KDUERU 1RERG)\ DWWHPS.WV WR VWHDO
DSSHDUDQFH .LQJ RI 6ZRUGYV SDLG EHWWHU WKDQ VKHjG H[SHFW WR F

$XWKRULW\ ([SHULHQFH :LVGRP « YRIOH@H HBRWHRHYHYD

VLWXDWLRQ UHTXLULQJ FODULW)\ D@G[ZLIV®ORIAD\E K LIFE\ BWAN | \E2RNE®\S H
PDLQWDLQ DEVROXWH FRQWURO RYHHWRXH HKRRWMLRQV

:KLOH $QQL LV VHWWLQJ XS VKH KHBUYQD IFRVPARINLRQ OQ® WKH ODVW RI WKH
WKH GLVWDQFH QHDU WKH GRFNV 6RHb &MRE RQWRH FFURAGE BOG KDXOHG DZC
RQORRNHUV WR VHH ZKDWjV JRLQJ RQRPQ ®R Y HHRHDGRIKINSVWDUWYV WR WXUQ

Act 2:Interactions
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RI D VLQNLQJ VKLS LV GUDZLQJ PRUMKIHRGOWL D@Q\G $SRXWBRQ[W QHHG WR §$ .
FUHZ ZKLFK IXQFWLRQHG DV JXDUGWR KD GH WRV QW EXRQSUREDEO\ ZRQjW EF
$QQL LV ORRNLQJ IRU D ZD\ WKURXJKR V¥ DK RQ RZER WEIPD®A D Q & WHKLXLKB'G EHH
ZRQjW FDWFK SHRSOHjV DWWHQWLRWKIKRHQI K KIRRN RQBWWLF FKDQJHV WR S

DJDLQ UHFRJQL]HG GD\ 86
<RX WKHUH D FKHHUIXO ZRPDQjV YBPFHN DUGJYZURXWWHQ ZLWK WKH IDPLC
6HDPVWUHVV ODG\ WKH VHFRQG SDUW LV D SHUVRQjV JLYH!

$QQL VHHV /DG\ /LQ\LYH ZDYLQJ [3W RKGMQAL@GLRQ QRWHY DUH LQFOXGHG
+RZ GR , NQRZ KHU" :H KDYHQ|jW{ PHW"GLIIHUHQW IURP (QJOLVK VSHOOLQ
%XW WKHQ $QQL UHPHPEHUV WKHUH ZDV D SURFHVVLRQ

D IHZ GD\V DJR ZKHQ /DG\ /LQ\LYH OreeentipgdherMysierwrz o

WR WKH PDIRUjV PDQVLRQ ZKHUH Dglhl@¥ N APMKHACDLE xcoKLVW UHWUHDW
KHU KRQRU IRU KHU DQG KHU ODWHURP/ BRQBIYoMHIZRRW VbR 7KH\ DUH NQR?
FOHDULQJ RXW WKH EDQGLWV LQ WikH; 8 PWIKHYRoKE §QYRDFKHY WR PHGLWE
/KDW PXVW EH ZK\ , UHFRJQLIH KHY "W WRBEEBHW WKHKLFK LV WR VD\
NQRZ PH" DQG VRPHZKDW ZHLUG DOWKRXJK WKH\
$QQL ZDONV XQFHUWDLQO\ WR P HIHYE Kt R G hRESvwWV GHVSLWH KDOI R
/LQ\LYH WKURZV DQ DUP DURXQG KHMZ NEB¥ O GRUEBQSVOH JKRVWO\ PRQVWH L
EHJLQV ZDONLQJ ZLWK KHU  $QQL wkRY KRSLRI WMRIGREXPPHU WKH\ KDYH

\RX WRGD\ OHFWXUHV RQ SKLORVRSK\ DQG PHGLWD

JP VRUU\ PLODG\{ GR , NQRZ \RX[{DURXQG PXVLF FRXUVHV DQG WUDGLW
.QRZ PH " 21 FRXUVH :HjUH{ VKH/ERXM¥BV

k<RXjUH{ 6KH ORRNV ®RNQRB \R'R",{

%XW , NQRZ \RXU QDPH DQG \RX WHYMPRPEY R QIHAXHRYWLRQDWWHQGHG W
\RX QRW" VXPPHU OHFWXUHV D IHZ \HDUV DJR :KD

{ FRXOG" $QQL VD\V \RX WDNH DQG KRZ GLG WKH\ WUHDW W|

/IDG\ /LQ\LYH JULQV *UHDW 7KHYWKFSRWY gt WhRQW TURP FODQ PHPE!
\RXU SODFH DQG \RX FDQ WHDFK PH WKH EDVLFV

7KH UHVW RI WKH HYHQLQJ LV SOHDARHR! WKH LY WM PHPERUYV
FODQ DSSURDFKHV WKH ODYHQV
1H[W WLPH 7KLUG PLQRU HQFRXQWHU DQG KRSHIXOO\ ERWK

PDMRU HQFRXQWHUV IRU WKLV ORRIsan Wangji explains

Lost in the Clouds: A Brindlewood K$SERXW ~ \HDUV DJR P\ IDWKHU PHW P\
ZDQGHULQJ VSLULWXDO DGHSW +H IHOC
Bay Mystery

VLIKW 6KH{ GLG QRW UHWXUQ KLV IHHO

7KLV LV WKH GUDIW 8 pWIVWHEGSVRIIGP PKkWHU WKH\ PHW VKH KDG D FRQpLFW Z
P\WWWHU\ ,W OO0 HYHQWXDOO\ EH RQWWRKKHIV WO E WKFHRHWAHGC WKH PDQ
VRPHZKDW XQSROLVKHG , KDYHQ WK&ER QY RPk RHARYHH kKbFXWHG PDUULHG KH
UHYLHZ WR VRUW RXW LI WKH GHWDK Y FKREKDE-ERQALR H KHU DQG KH DOVR
GLIIHUHQW RUGHU IRU UHDGHUV ZKRINBRA YRWRXYLHRE WikH\ PXVW KDYH KD
RULJLQDO VWRU\ B6XJJHVWLRQV |HHEETPN AHOFRPIYWKHU DQG , H[LVW

, JDYH QDPHV WR FDQRQ FKDUDFWKHVQai P¥H\G \RGUYV ROG VKH GLHG
LV /DQ <RQJVKDQ /DQ )XUHQ LV :DQXQeHbVWphQLeppWh WKH WLPH LW ZDV \HL
VKH NLOOHG LV /DQ =HPLQ , DOVR MEREEL gz KA FHgHoL OO0 0V IDWKHU GL

FKDUDFWHUV WKH\ UH LQ WKH VXV®HWRWEHYWY LQ D FRQpLFW EHWZHHQ GLI
VHEWV DIWHU WKH ZDU RXU VHFW PRY}F

&RPSOH[LW\ UHEXLOW &ORXG +DYHQ KHUH

%DFNJURXKQ® LV VKDPHOHVVO\ VWROHPE RYMpopWHHQ \HDUV ODWHU , ZDV
EDFNJURXQG VWRU\ ELW LQ 7KH 8QWbEHER¥KGEXILBH BPRPIKRYR PDUUN VRRC
DGDSWDWLRQ RI 0'=6 E\ 0;7; ,I \RX GRQjW UHFRJQLI]H

2 tRZHYHU WKLV GRHV FRQWDLQ VRPH VSRLOHUV IRU FDQRQ 1RWKLQJ
DERXW ZKDW DFWXDOO\ KDSSHQV EXW VRPH RI WKHVH UHODWLRQVKLSV
DUHQ W NQRZQ XQWLO QHDU WKH HQG RI WKH VWRU\
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k7UDGLWLRQDO &KLQHVH PDUULDJHVIKDCR ONBINHER ZARWKLRJ HOVH LQ &OR
RQHjV DQFHVWRUV DQG VHUYLQJ WHD IWRPWKKLNOSSCHUK R1 WK H
IDPLO\ ,Q JRLQJ WKURXJK P\ PRWKHU|j¥ZRHOIRIDIDQIWWRGHQWY EHLQJ SXQL
SUHSDUH D VKULQH IRU P\ SDUHQWYV LRXR ® YRRW UMHKARUIBUM NQHHOLQJ LQ
WKDW OHDG PH WR EHOLHYH VKH PD\ @RW KH OHEWXQH.RDOO IDFLQJ HDFK

k:KLOH SHUKDSV WKHUH LV OLWW O H 8YDMXHWRH\ DUH UHDG\ WR DSRORJL]
LQYHVWLIJDWD@D 6 SRVVLEOH PXUGHULWKDWMU\ FRUUHFW EXW FORVH REVHU"
KDSSHQHG RQ DQRWKHU FRQWLQHQW {D UAR WG PRI B Y DIRWK WKH VWUHVV R
WR KDYH P\ PRWKHUjV PXUGHUHU DW BRIXH®EGRQJIRU VR ORQJ ZKLOH NQHHO
ZRXOG HVSHFLDOO\ SUHIHU QRW WRx V# YR WHD WRHWKHPO NV IEMWZHHQ WK L
WXUQV RXW WKH\ DUH SDUW RI P\ LPPHGWRWH DIFRULLGAH VZRUGYV FRUUHFWLQ

k30OHDVH KHOS PH 0QG RXW ZKDW UBRGORIPDLDQUHWKAHP UXQ WKURXJK D VH

PRWKHUjV GHDWK vy IRUPV 7KH\ JUXPEOH WKDW WKH\jOO ¢
, DVDQ :DQV¥RLWKH VZRUGPDVWHU VKRX
Keeper Introduction VR VKDUS ZLWK WKHP

7KH ODYHQV ZLOO EH LQYLWHG WR YLVIER ¥BRRGDPDNVY EBDI\WER JR LQ DQ RXW
VWD\ LQ WKH VWXGHQW GRUPV LI WKH\LWMK/R WP&GEE&H EHVLGH WKH JDPHERD
LQYHVWLIJDWH WKH SODFH DQG WDON YK@AWYHSWROOMR G RHP\DADHDNHV 2QH R
EH EURXJKW DMQR/BMICH L QW U RIMXFHG WRWKH ROG ODGLHV DUH GRLQJ YLVLW|
'LFKHMDQ :DQJMLjV EURWKHU ZKR LV WKHPLREW BHD &HKPW JRVVLS LV IRUELC
DQM@Q 4LUNRKRH JUDQGPDVWHU DQG FOH WR /D

:DQQJI\(/?L DQGQ/DQ ;LSKHQ ;LFKHQva%“%Ezth\ﬁ/V WKHQ

LQYHVWLIDWLRQ EHFDXVH LWjV LP SRdhMDIRAWVRNR HRQshiH) (détdabePossible

GRHVQjW EXW KH LVQJW EORFNLQJdyWidg thevictim/subject of investigation
7THHQ@Q 6L]EXQO EH DVVLIJQHG WR KHOS WKHP RXW

<« HYVFRUW WKHP DURXQG LQWURGXPHIRXWPIWR JHRHAH /P& VPLOHV
VR RQ $OVR KH ZLOO WUDQVODWH DAWIKVHHRAKHFRIRWHQW ZLWK KHU OLIt
WUDQVODWHG DOWKRXJK WKH\ FDQPHWYR XQHKDEEY H7HK SIS IRYH QR UHFRUC
WKDW /DODODODOD ZH DUH LJQRUHBYF DI RMDIEHKEERE MK LIYQ\RQH DOWI
WKLV JDPH +H LV QRW D VXVSHFwW WMU4PEGHEj WRERRWYWADHHRDUWYV 6KH VSRNI
WKH YLEWLP GLHG WKH FULPH WKDW UHVXOWHG LQ KHU P
'HSHQGLQJ RQ ZKDW WKH\ DVN LQWWK@XVORRLBBERG\ FDQ UHPHPEHU KHU
PHHWLQJ RWKHU FKDUDFWHUV PD\ BH PHBOWLRH KUY KYVEDQGjV QDPH RU U
PHHWLQJ ZLOO LQFOXGH WKH 0DYH®WO pHR@h Y HUs kMfg! ORYHG KHU VRQV GFh
4LUHQ DQG 6L]KXL :HL :X[LDQ FRXOG*¥BWH bWYRP KHU GLDU\ 0\ VRQV DUH

DSSHDUDQFH EXW /DQ 4LUHQ UHD 0 AR bQWWXFoROKIDN QLIKW RI P\ OLIH
LQYROYHG KRSH WKDW WKH IXWXUH LV QRW HPSW\

ORVW UHFRUGV DUH BBBOG LGKWMK [ig, yongshaghn Yfgshahn) deceased
+DQVKIRPH PD\ EHQL4LUBBMWN LQ WK

OHFWXUH KDOO DQG WKH -LQJVKL ogpeéaegdeeckeﬁﬁsg%g%ﬁglfthewcnm
DOWKRXJK QR ReéFLDO UHFRUGV DUHRMXG®W SWFRWRIY DUH IURP KLV V &RQo
XQZDYHULQJ

Moments 2EYLRXVO\ UHODWHG WR 4LUHQ ;LFKE

X $ JURXS RI VWXGHQWYV LQ WUDGLWMUREXP © WR BHW ZNSQIUHRPRAR R KLP DQG ,°
LQ IURQW RI ORZ WDEOHV DV WKH\KHUPFWLBR WKEHR IRRWDJH RI KLP RU
FDOOLJUDSK\ /DQ 4LUHQ WDSV Dz\bW Xmi\HQ@W iR AW KAMKHLU DFWLRQV DQG D
VKRXOGHU DQG WHOOV KLP QRW WRWMWRRARHE PRVW UHFRUGV RI WKHP 7K

X *XTLQ PXVLF LQ WKH GLVWDQFH DPRURHYEORYGEHQ¥AH PR VWO\ UHODWHG W
EXLOGIRXIWXEH FRP ZDWFK"Y 19M@E +RPRE&KLYV GD\ SODQQHUV VDYHG LQ V

KU ORQJHU XVDEOH IRU EDFNJURMQA REVIFWKH OLEUDU\

\RXWXEH FRP ZDWFK"Y 1KU¥YVFT98()URP KLV SODQQHU WKH \HDU EHIRUH

x :DONLQJ RYHU D VWRQH SDWKZD\ERHRGLRHJEWRDUVPDOQOEHORYHG KDV DJL
ZRRGHQ EULGJH RYHU D VWUHDP ZLQGLQJ EHWZHHQ
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VHFRQG VRQ :RXOG LW EH JUHHG\ RhehHV&iiR (CREHVIERIR), R v ,pu]v [°
GDXJKWHU oUVW" personal maid

Lan Qiren (Cheeen), a teacher +XPEOH KDUGZRUNLQJ VOLJKWO\ ELWW

7UDGLWLRQDO %XGGKLVW UREHV DPIRDYWEHRWW oW & HR PRINVWVEHKLQG TUR
ZKHQ WKLONLQJ SHUSHWXDO IURzg-Q OLIH

*UDQGPDVWHU OHDG WHDFKHU RI WRHIBY PHERP SHQARQ DV VRPH PDLG
IRUPDO DQG SURSHU +HjVv WKH EURWKHRRCWKHRHSTQRI R HPLOV DQG DIWHU
VHFW OHDGHU DQG UDLVHG /DQ ;LFKHFH¥cDE® EYFIMKW IRRG EXW 2DV Q
DOPRVW RQ KLV RZQ 2SSRVHV WKHUHUQWHYRLWDAVRo PRU+XLQD 6SLQRVWHU
VHYHUDO UHDVRQV LWjV QRW WKH EXVLGHNHR FEWRY g P EXW QRW IRU
ZKDWHYHU WUDXPDV ZHUH LQYROYHRVERY B EKHoARW YB WiiiW DOO WKH

SDVW ORW RI WLPH ORRNLQJ RXW WKH ZLQGRZ

7KLV LV D ZDVWH RI WLPH DQG LM PHRDo wkDw WURXEOH

PDNHU :HL :X[LDQjV IDXOW 7KH GHQ%B&MQ@@UQ%I%QQ
SHDFH WKH OLYLQJ VKRXOG PRXUQ WKHP TXLHWO\ QRW

GUHGJH XS GHFDGHV ROG FRQpLFWVLYWRBWR KDY HSBROREHHQVLFNOHU IRU U.

UHVROYHG $ \RXQJHU EURWKHU RI WKH WHDFKHU
_ ZKR ZDV NLOOHG ZKR QHYHU FRQGRQHG
Lan Xichen (Sheghen), sect leader ZLGRZHU KLV ZLIH GLHG DERXW \HDUV

*HQWO\ VPLOLQJ JUDFLRXV DQG SROtWAF GHHEO RHWIH FP U

%HOLHYHV QR JRRG FDQ FRPH RI GLYIR¥Hxs" WX ZRPDQ ZDV D PXUGHUH
GHWDLOV RI KLV PRWKHUjV GHDWK E£W;WBRBELH wHVGENWWHW VKH]V JRQI
SDVW DQG HYHQ LI D FXOosSULW FDQVMH PxblcY Kk AtV BRIRWWHQ HQWLUF

YDOXH LQ SXWWLQJ HYHU\RQH W KU BhehVIMgHAS Fhen RAR#Epwh 4 lde&or
KH UHFRJQLJHV WKDW LWjV LPSRUWDQW IRU :DQJML VR KH

ZLOO WROHUDWH WKH LQYHVWLIJDWRRGHUYREQI) o WIFKFFREW KR VXVSLFLRXV
ODYHQV DFFHVV WR WKH FODQ UHFRU®¥ M EWLEX FpR W KR 2l R GLDJQRVHG
ZHUH GHVWUR\HG LQ D FODQ zZDU \HDURBJRLOOQHVV DQG FRQOUPHG KHU G

+H LV WHFKQLFDOO\ D VXVSHFW L[OUNKEW RHDLPS DIFEHW QI KHU IDPLOV |
WR WKH YLFWLP DURXQG WKH WLPHPROAWKYcHIWKQRWZzZRFHYRYH RI WKH LQY
KH ZzDV \HDUV ROG DW WKH WLPH BR¥VdEVYy P& ZLOO0 QRW VKDUH PXFK
UHVSHEWHG KHU GLUHFW RUGHU IURP :LFKHQ 5DWKHU W

W ZDV VR ORQJ DJR ,jP QRW VXUWIPHPYHLRRSWKRWH WKDWjV EHHQ WR
WUXWK LV ZRUWK VR PDQ\ SHRSOH BHBPYN WP EQIkbY RULILQDO FODLPV

PHPRULHV 6WLOO , ZRXOG OLNH :DRINE WRORH XY s&RPH VRUW RI TL LPEDO
GRHVQjW UHPHPEHU WKH GHWDLOV LW :

Lan Wangj(Wahngzhee)Your client ORGHUQ PHGLFLQH UHOLHV WRR KHD®
$ORRI IRUPDO ODFRQLF VWXQQLQYSVkBHY\cVKPHEHUWURSSURDFEK LV WR WU

ZKLWH DQG SDOH EOXH WUDGLWLRQDTYBYELWB I KRB L QRW DV D FROOHFV

VZRUG SDWFKHG XS OLNH EURNHQ PDFKLQHU\

+HjV SROLWH DQG WULHV WR IROQdhgs¥ &dhréR Qraésich\Sanren)(deceased,

SULQFLSOHV ZKLFK LQFOXGH JHQngﬁd@ﬂh%d%wa HWKLFV
DERXW QRW EHLQJ MXGJPHQWDBDO KHOSLQJ KH OHVV IRUWX

QDWH QRW RYHU LQGXO0JLQJ LQ YLRRROGHQWRIHBH MSLUDYHE LUUHYHUHC
LV WKH H[FHSWLRQ :DQJML DEVROXWHKREBWHEERURHV: KLPXDIQBQ VKH GLHG ZKH(
ZLOO GHQ\ KLP QRWKLQJ 2QO0\ WHFRERXIO O\HD ¥ X \RIHF WS WKMHQGHG OHFW X L
ZDV VL[ ZKHQ WKH YLFWLP GLHG DW OHDVW RQFH NQHZ :DQ +XLQD EHIRL
AXRWH kO0Q vy LQWR WKH /DQ DQG FRQWLQXHG FRUUH"
IRU VRPH \HDUV 6KH VKDYHG RIl 4LUHQ]j

SRLQW KH KDWHG KHU :LIH RI :HL &KDQ

5 K'RFWRU 6KHQYy
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4XRWH IURP D OHWWHU %HWWHUZDQIEGH D QG RRRW MK WEHLU RZQ KHjG M
FDJHG LQ JHPV DQG VLON +XLQD \MXE RB¥HW HARYHL B HWDWHA\

. 21 FRXUVH , ZLOO DQVZHU ZKDW , FDC
Wel Changz@Nay Chohngzuh)(deceasga DOO KDSSHQHG ORQJ EHIRUH , ZDV ERUC
husband DQG UHIUHVKPHQWYV IRU \RX ZKLOH ZH W

JOH[LEOH WDOHQWHG GHYRWHG WIBa%iétheh%\eerwdeceased\)ateacher
3RVVLEO\ QRW D VXVSHFW 7KHUH LV QR GLUHFW UHDVRQ

WR EHOLHYH KH HYHU YLVLWHG WKH HDZPVHF W HPXWHRHRE RUYB'RU\ DQG ODZ
KDYH +XVEDQG RI &DQJVH 6DQUHQ NIbOWKHD KUP: HRU XQNQRZQ UHDVRQV +H
:X[LDQ GLHG ZKHQ KH zZDV DERXW 3$HDHRURQS ,Q 7KL VHYGIUHRE WKKIHH
5HOD\HG LQ D OHWWHU $ ZLGH URQREURYHB ¥ V\RMDHYKXDW ROGHU WKDQ /L
JRRG FRPSDQ\ DUH DOO DQ\ SHUVRJDEHAHIGVHGHEFRHUEBEUR WY QR UHFRUGV RI Z

FRPSOLFDWLRQV :DQ +XLQD NLOOHG KLP DQG WKHUH DU
ZLWQHVVHYV WR WKH PXUGHU RU LWV DIV
Non - Suspects SHRSOH ZLWK GLUHFW FRQQHFWLRQV DL

ORVW %% JDPHV GRQ W KDYH DQ\ QK& WEVE LW R fgHPUG UHSRUWY TURP SHI

7KLV RQH GRHV PRVWO\ IRU WKH ERQHEWRY BB IRNZE WULS  TRRVE RY

NQRZ WKH FDQRQ VWRU\ QRZ GHFHDVH
7KH REFLDO UHFRUGYV MXVW QRWH WK

Wei WuxianWooshan) > v t v Pfidipeé GRQ W PHQWLRQ WKDW :DQ +XLQD NLOO

&KHHUIXO LUUHYHUHQW FOHYHU VPOXxTRUNKRRQHP Y KHU WR SURWHE

VWXQQLQJO\ KDQGVRPH &DUULHV DychtibHY i €loGdPHR v P XWH
+HjV FOHYHU DQG FUHDWLYH IULHQGO\ WR SUHWW\ PXFK

HYHU\RQH DQG KHDG RYHU KHHOV K&® RRY 1 7EMVKEWRXYEY PDWHULDO
+H DOVR KDV D VHYHUH GRJ SKRELD DQG ZLOO UXQ IURP
WKHP /DQ :DQJML ZLOO LQWHUSRVH KLPVHOI EHWZHHQ KLP
DQ®RDGRJ RU DQ\ RWKHU GDQJHU $OWHUQDWHYV
EHWZHHQ WUDGLWLRQDO UREHV LQ EODFN ZLWK UHG DFFHQWYV
DQG PRGHUQ ZHDU RIWHQ LQFOXGLQJ ULSSHG FURS WRSV
+H PD\ QRW PDNH DQ DSSHDUDQFH LQ WKH JDPH
+HjV LPSRUWDQW WR /DQ :DQJML EXW WKHUH LV QR VSHFLoOF
UHDVRQ WR EULQJ KLP LQ +RZHYHU LI WKH .HHSHU QHHGYV
DQ 13& ZKR LV ZLOOLQJ WR JRVVLS 1\ S géfﬁt]éﬂ?%tﬁo%ﬁﬁ"z
GLVFXVV XQFRPIRUWDEOH ELWV RI KLVWRU HijV DYDLODEOH
+HjV QRW D VXVSHFW EHFDXVH 7KHVZDW DKHEHRKW /B Q[ :DQJML DQG :HL :X[LI
ZKHQ WKH YLFWLP GLHG DQG KHLYLWY Q HWI PUR HUD QNAHIBHD FH RI :DQ +XLQ!
QHDU KHU DOLYH ,WjV D EOHQG RI DXVWHULW)\ DQ¢
4XRWH , :HL :X[LDQ ZLVK , FDQ:KHO®RWKIRESRRYVLRQV KDYH 0OOHG VRF
DOZD\V VWDQG ZLWK MXVWLFH DQGSOD¥FHWLWK QR UHJUHWYV
k{ :KR FDUHV DERXW WKH FURZGHG 3BU RWNGCWKIDIGEG R VW RlI WKH SODFH
ZDON WKH VLQJOH SODQN EULGJH LQOMRUWKO\ GHRKRWPWHG DQG HOHJDQW W
N . . FOXWWHUHG ZLWK SDSHUZRUN :KDWjV E
Lan$|th|tt VPIi] tuAE] v[e F% S .Y}IYVLWRUV FDO VHH" .
~ N ee)

The Hanshi ("Cold Room")
\HDUV ROG 3ROLWH TXLHWO\ IULHQGO\ KHOSIXO

5HVSHFWV KLV HOGHUV LQFOXGLGHWKH WDOHREHUjJVOYHVLGHQFH &XUUH
DGGUHVV WKHP DV KRQRUHG HOGHU FX&OI@HWMKWMKEDWDHNG <RQIVKDQjV UHVL
HITRUW WR VWRS KLP :LOO DQVZHUZRR®P¥PrwB\ DOoeK\BNWIRUPDO SODFH WUD
DQ\WKLQJ WKH\ DVN DQG FDQ HVFREXWVWXHP WRZVNOERRKQJ
SODFHV DURXQG &ORXG +DYHQ +H ZLOO DOVR OHW WKHP

4 WV FRPSOLFDWHG
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3DLQW WKHBBHQFHKHQ LV DQ DFFRAKI@UVKKRZQ RQ WRXUV ZLWK D JXLGH
PXVLFLDQ DQG SDLQWHU :KDW VLIQ\HBGKQY RIUWRPWMLEI WIKHHBRWW ZHOO N
KRQRU WKH PHPRU\ RI KLV PRWKHU" 3DLQW WKH KE®WRVW RI WKH UXOHV
REYLRXV DQG VLPSOH %XGGKLVW HWKLF
The Cold Pond ZHLJKW RI PRUDOLW\ 'LOLJHQFH LV WK
$ QDWXUDO LF\ FROG VSULQJ UXPRUWG® MHR Y¥DHOXKBHVNWVWE ZVWRH DUH XQLTXF
KHDOLQJ SRZHUV 000V WKLV SRQGWR HWDH H EHWHG GHV DWHERIURP RQH VSHF
PHGLWDWH DQG KHDO LQMXULHV ,W LV ODUJHU WKDQ D KRW WXE
VPDOOHU WKDQ D VZLPPLQJ SRRO BEW®SDERXW | GHHS DW
WKH GHHSHVW 7KHUH DUH EHQFKHV QRHBES DHEHPLEBPD U R D GHDWK FHUWI
ZRRGHQ ER[ ZLWK VXSSOLHV OLNH WRSHOWK/BQcBWw Xb&BI]V GHDWK FHUWL
VSDUH UREHV 1RW OLNH VRDSV RU VERY¥SPHV¥GWKHUH DUH QR
LWHPV LQWHQGHG WR EH XVHG LQ WKIK SRRB\ A4 WKOYHYHUDO SDJHV ULSSH(
3DLQW WKH7 BFH@HW XUDO VRXQGV RIiBRKEXHQUHYWHGLFDO UHFRUGV PHQV
DUH HVSHFLDOO\ FOHDU EHFDXVH RI WOGPHHBUE\ WRSRJUDSK\

:KDW FDQ \RX KHDU WKDW \RX GLGQjwWOH@WER®Q@ WKDW KHLU DQG D VSDUH |
QHHGHG IURP D VHFW OHDGHUjV PDUU

The Library Pavilion $ YHU\ ROG /DQ IRUHKHDG ULEERQ VYV

7KH OLEUDU\ FRQWDLQV ERWK PRGHU& ®RDRCWUDGLWLRQDOO\
ERXQG ERRNV DQG KDV VHYHUDO zZRURREDMRMBVURRDHE RRWHERRN VDILQ.
VSDFH IRU OHFWXUHV RU ZRUNVKRSV 'WlBo¢¥R KBv BYHU DQG RYHU
UHVWULFWHG VHFWLRQ ZKHUH GDQJHBRRY BRAMP JYHRQDO SRHWUN ZLWK
VWRUHG WKH ODYHQV ZLOO QHHG DQ RORWWI GsBRrWpHEOHU\ WLPH LW DSSHD
6L]IKXWR LQYHVWLJDWH WKHUH $ OLVW RI VR/PH) RPXWRKRKVLQJ RQ
3DLQW WKH2 @FHHQHFWLRQ RI WKH OLEBHBOLW DQG HWKLFV  ([DPSOHV %
EHLQJ SUHSDUHG IRU D VHULHV RI FOBKVRX® @b W et A3y W B! PRUDOL WA
IHZ ZHHNV :KDW|V WKH WRSLF" LQ GHEDXFKHU\ 'R QRW EH KDXJKW\ C
3DLQW WKHLBEBMQBHDVW RQH ODYHQFK®W O0DLQWDLQ \RXU RZQ GLVFLSOL
PDUNSGKDGRZ LQ WKHKHDERRIQV DQG SXEOLF DQG SULYDWH LQWHUHVW +R
VFUROOV LQ WKH UHVWULFWHG VHFWLROCKBYYSREMQWEY HOGHUV 6WD\ RQ
VRXQGLQJ WLWOHV 2QH RI WKHP VHHPYPWR DR 8B MWV VY RFLDWH ZLWK HYLO
UHFHQW SUREOHP LQ \RXU OLIH :KLFKS RKPREGYMWWHLZLOO ZKLFK ZDV QHY

ERRN LV D 9RLG &0 XH $ IRUELGGHQ ORYH DIIDLU
$ KLGGHQ VWDVK RI FDVK DQG MHZHO
Lecture Hall $ SDFN RI OHWWHUV ZUDSSHG LQ D UL

/DQ 4LUHQjV GHVN VLWV DW RQH HQG BR WY (G F XYysEPO VFRUH WLWOHG

VWXGHQW EHQFKHV DUH DUUDQJHG VRW¥HiRHo poo vHH DQG

KHDU KLP 7KH DFRXVWLFV DUH FOHDLﬁ\R‘ﬁWWﬁ'\H RQQ@\X\QﬁkQé :DQ +XLQDjV

HFKRHV WKURXJKRXW WKH URRP GLVFRXUDY VSR bwwHU

DQG 0GJHWLQJ /DQ 4LUHQ GRHV QRW ¥ ERWMYOHYWH SUHVFULSWLRQ SC

ReFH +H GRHV KLV SDSHUZRUN WKHUF DWEW&HCELRN Yg3® VODVKHG DQG ¢

SULYDWH 0OHV DUH ORFNHG LQVLGH $Q DUJXPHQW DERXW WKH ZLVGRP RI
3DLQW WKH: IGEGI WVKH /DQ VHFW HVPKHBQPG PHGLFDO DUWLFOH DERXW VO

RYHUW RVWHQWDWLRQ LW DOORzV IRSRRHBERIQTIRRIOPSLLQI DERXW /DQ :D

LQVSLUDWLRQDO DUWZRUNV :KDW LWHBPPBAWRE dH KWk URWTHLEY IRRWVW

LQGLFDWH WKDW WKH /DQ VHFW LV YH®WPQzEDRPY VZRUG
$ SDSHU ZLQGRZ WRUQ DQG WKHQ SD

Wall of Discipline WDSH

$ FDUYHG VWRQH ZDOO ZLWK DOO B RoHRP W KBV LQ D SODFH WKH\
VHFW ORVW DUH FKDUDFWHUV 0RQIPHUYY RO RN Wkt ' BY R UFKDVH RI

5 0\ SOD\HUV UHDFWLRQ WR WKH OLVW ZDV kLW V OLNH &DOYLQEDOO IRU
PRUDOLW\ vy
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Void Clues 'DQ +XLQD :HL &KDQJ]JH DQG &DQJV

X (HULH pXWH PXVLF ODWH DW QLJKw GLH /DQ :DQJML DQG :HL :X[LDQ DUH
\RXWXEH FRP ZDWFK"Y % L4QQL.: F ;LFKHQ LV

X 3UHVVHG EOXH JHQWLDQ pRZHUV 2Q ‘WRXKKLDRkKRGRAWIHSBYEV WKH -LDQJV

EHJLQ WR WXUQ EODFN RQ WKH VWUHHWY IRU D FRXSOH RI\
X A peach-pit carving of a protective dragon writhes ‘HL :X[LDQ DWWHQGV &0ORXG 5S5HFHVYV
DQG UHVKDSHV LWVHOI LQWR D GHPRIHPWXPGIRY P bW®R NDQ :DQIML  7KH\
LWjV D GUDJRQ DJDLQ DOWKRXJK QHLWKHU RI WKHP DGPLW

X 7UDGLWLRQDO SURWHFWLYH WDOLVPDRYppIWLmHQYEKEH RPUWLDO DUWV V
LWV VIPEROV UHDUUDQJHG VR WKDW RRI¥EBRVCH¥VoLQ WKH ZDU DQG /D
VSLULWV LQVWHDG RI EORFNLQJ WKHPHFRPHYV VHFW OHDGHU

x $ PDQ ZLWK SDOH VNLQ DQG EODFN YHLlQWEHFIINEY SUFVHFXWHG IRU KLV
WKH GLVWDQFH ,I SXUVXHG KH OHD¥VIRMAMXBERVEEWSFHY DQG IRU UH

DQG LV JROH "HQ UHIXJHHV ZKR GLGQjW WDNH SDL

x 'DUN VKDGRZV RU ZULWKLQJ VPRNH UV LY IERRPVKEHGC
XS &ORXG +DYHQ LQ WKH PRXQWDLQ
tZ [+ ](( € v& (E}u v}v UHFUHDWH DV PXFK DV WKH\ FDQ RI

OD\RXW DQG VWDUW WHDFKLQJ WUD
, \RX GR NQRZ 0'=6 ,Q WKLV PRGXOH VISK'Y}VODS

UHsR UL WXDO SUDFWLFHYV
PRGHUQ PDUWLDO DUWV %XGGKLVW<¥|%L[}J|EWI>&JZ{§_‘LWB\\/VI-\|/FWHLWI§<II|LUd-b BRYHV W

DUH QR YHULoHG VSHFLDO SRZHUV RU WIQ&V'[Q F%th—ll_.\ﬁQool_)'(ly\ovv ZLWK /DQ :DC
SHRSOH ORRN \RXQJHU WKDQ WKH\ ¥Iﬁﬁ§q3(f_-z R/\S % DQJML LV SUHSE

VRPH VSLULWXDO DJH GHOD\ JRLQJ RQ QE%LL\&JQIZ_' l@ FRYHUV VRPHW
P

WKHLU FRXUWHV\ QDPHV QR ELUWK QDB H\N/I-R}JHLP LL(§<,\<P V PRWKHU}V GH
FKDUDFWHUV ZLWK QR QDPHV LQ FDQ \}//v rﬁ)(l; HQ JLYH
QDPHV /:- /:;&jV SDUHQWV DQG WKH IXUHQ

NLOOHG  2&V KDYH EHHQ DGGHG ﬁbﬁl@vlﬁtl%ﬁﬁrﬂ/cﬁ@nﬂlct
IULHQGVKLS EHWZHHQ &DQJVH 6DQU Q DQG /DQ IXUHQ

7KH 6XQVKRW :DU KDSSHQHG \HDUV DJR RQ D
PXFK VPDOOHU VFDOH LW ZDV DQ LQWHU VHFW FRQpPLFW WKDW
WXUQHG XJO\ UDWKHU WKDQ D ZLGHVSUHDG ZDU WKH /DQ
FXW WLHV ZLWK WKH UHVW RI WKH VHFWV DQG PRYHG WR WKH
86 WR UHEXLOG LQVWHDG Rl UHFODLPLQJ WKH GDPDJHG
&ORXG 5HFHVVHYV 7KH\ QDPHG WKHLU QHZ FRPSRXQG
&ORXG +DYHQ
27 ZDV WKURZQ RXW RI OHIW KLV VHFW IRU XVLQJ
KHUHWLFDO SUDFWLFHV LQ WKH ZDU SURWHFWLQJ VRPH :HQ
UHIXJHV /:- ZRXQG XS DGRSWLQJ /6= DQG WDNLQJ KLP
WR WKH 86 ::; KDG EHHQ H[LOHG PD\EH LPSULVRQHG"
DQG DQ\ZD\ RQO\ DUULYHG LQ WKH 86 D OLWWOH ZKLOH DJR
$\HDU RU VR +H UHFRQQHFWHG ZLWKVKEDYGHVWRYBRB PN ZDQW WR EH LQ
QRZ HQJDJHG /45 LV XQKDSS\ DERX®MWKLYOOHUV , FDQ HQMR\ JDPHV OLNF
ZKHUH WKH FKDUDFWHUY DUH LQWHQGH

Timeline: RWKHU EXW KDYH QR LQWHUHVW LQ D k
1RZ< /:- ::: LVK \HDUV ROG D|WHUZKHLVH Wb, § KDUDFWHUV FRQVLGHU HDF
DSDUW JHWWLQJ PDUULHG , FRXOG EHOLHYH WKHUH V WKH SRWHQ\V

LVK /DQ <RQIVKDQ 4+- DQa’RPd AKHHH WKH RWKHU FKDUDFWHUV G
ERUQ 7KH\ PHHW ZKHO WKH\JUH6HF WY WKDW SXW WKHP WUDJLFDOO\

/DQ :LFKHQ ERUQ LQWUD SDUW\ FRQPLFWYV , YH VHHQ KDY!
&DQJVH 6DQUHQ :HL &KDQJ]H #@Ns%”%ﬁlﬂ?#w V HDVLHU WR VWHDO W
JRWXV 3LHU GUXLG WKDQ IURP WKH OLFK NLQJ VR K

/DQ :DQJML :HL :X[LDQ ERUQ 7KH{WYKPV LW EHIRUH PDNLQJ KLV PRYH
PLOOHQQLDOV
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Comments on E&A #13 Reddened Stars #12 t John Redden

: 5<&70KH PRVW FRPPRQ VWDWHPHQW DE
In the Hall of Stone t Patrick Brady LFFD DQG UHODWHG IR UK VWDINIDJ DQR F P

1IDWLYH $PHULFDQ UHOLJLRQV q \RXVEKEGE Qv ®RRNLQJ DW

&R\RWH DQG &URZ USJ DQG VHH LI LW FRULIY WEH/ BEVZHUY b sHaH 1X0

\RX QHHG $OWHUQDWHO\ \RX FRXOG 0Q D>?|I_|@’VLR/\PK%L{J¥V6$?QH GR ZKDW \}
IURP /DNRWD 1DWLRQ WR GLVFXVV LW ZLV\?K

, WKLQN WKHUH DUH UHVSHFWIXO06RD®FWRRRYYWM KW FRENYH QR KDUP DUH
YHUVLRQV Rl UHDO ZRUOG UHOLJLRYYDWEHRDAVYN KKDUSRAHRG PRIWH FRQVLGH
VWULYH YHU\ KDUG WR GR WKDW ZLWK6BRU LWRXBYLWLHDWIGRVH LQWR WKH k
QRWDEO\ OHVV KDUG EXW VWLOO zZWWK VRRAHBYRWKWDWRNVER VMRHUJ\ \RX VH
ZLWK ,VODP -XGDLVP +LQGXLVP DXRYGXE JKWHPUQKHNVR \RX WKUHHIROG ,Q
JLYH D QRG WR UHVSHFW WR RWKH W pW&PoHW KWwkB/OWKEBY RQ QRW WR KDU
KDYH EHDXWLIXO WHPSOHV DQG LJMEVW Wk RKWGLRDO RQH
SULQFLSOH ZKHQ LW FRPHVY WR UHOLJLRQWHRROW\DZH KRYHUWPP GDPQ ZHO
LQ WKH kZHLUG QHZVY VHFWLRQ RI RXWGHHEHIY IGRQAVWDAE- @E XS EHLQJ PXUG
WKH KUHOLJLRXV HYHQWVY VHFWLR®&LPHV DQG WKDW WKHUH DUH SOHQW\ |

1DWLYH $PHULFDQ )LUVW 1DWLROR REXOQRW YKUURXQGHG E\ FRPSDVVL
SUDFWLFHVY JHW WUHDWHG ZLWK VRPHHOUBVRYW RUNWIAKRFIHPHW GRHV QRW KL
WKHLU UHOLJLRQV DUH JHQHUDOO\ YBEORWH@RIWWV X K BRY LQVWHDG D VHW
SRVVLEOH OLYLQJ LQ KDUPRQ\ ZLWK RXUVHOYHV R

$V VRPHRQH LQ D PLQRULW\ UHOWKRYZRMOWKRUYBK QRWY ZLWK D SDUWLF
DQ\WKLQJ OLNH D 1DWLYH $PHULFDYSROUWXNP G BADYIHQYHV IV
RXU P\WKV DQG ORUH PDGH DQ DSSHD¥Y DOFHAGRIDPHIH ZURWH XX DQIBUWL
PDWHULDOV LI WKH\ ZHUH WUHDWHGBGRUMKIH F@DR BV IHOLF® @ BYWHIFHSW y W V
DFFXUDWH LQ WKH LPSRUWDQW GHWRMIHW GRWYWW.LYKRXW . ZKR¥K D FRS\ GRZC
GWDLOV DUH LPSRUWDQW DQG KRZRRRWMKIHFERPEIHDHOU 7KH &KDUJH VD\V

UHOLJLRQ VRXUFH JDPH DSSOLFDWLRQ %\EQ%XYIWDW I(_2-;<I9(¥FH PDNH PXVLE D
SUREDEO\ WDNHV FRQWDFW ZLWK VR%@WM% I%I—‘RPRC[ﬁé\L/QH V WKH HEVWD\
nk

WKH UHOLJLRQ ,W V DOVR SRVVLEOH WKDW V(\{ &HDSe{éHL‘L&V Q%Q HDUWK
RXU UHOLJLRQ LV IRU RXU SHRSOH DQG ZH GRQ W ZDQW

RXWVLGHUVY SUHWHQGLQJ WR SUDFWLFHHDMOIRZWRRJRKULWNEH LQ WKH KHDUW W

, o , EHKROG DOO DFWV RI ORYH DQG SOHD
Quasipseudoludognostication #13 t Patrick

Riley /HW WKHUH EH EHDXWI DQG VWUHQJ

FRPSDVVLRQ KRQRU DQG KXPLOLWI
7KDQNV IRU WKH .XEODFRQ UHYLHZV , YH QHYMY EWHQr 71 wki o IRX
XVHG WR DWWHQG %D\&RQ WKDW ZHHNHQG , VWLOO DWWHQG

%D\&RQ EXW LW V QRZ -XO\ ZHHNHQG{LI WKDWOXRLES IRX VHHN \RX 0QG QF
GLEFXOW ORFDWLRQ IRU PH RQO\ PLOHV DPWDO¥LOLORHYHU 0QG LW ZLWKRD

GULYH EXW , GRQ W GULYH SXEOLFWHYRQVLHYRWMANT R IPRVKRX Y DFWLRQV C
DQG D KDOI LQFOXGLQJ WZR WUDQVhitUN MR, BN WY v  QVWHDG WKHUH
{$O00 WKH EXVHV DFURVV WKH 6DQeRWHE BYLEI\R X BDYH FRPsDVVLRQDWHEH
VKXW GRZQ GXULQJ &RYLG ORFNGRZQvRQG &R Y tRRHUH OrRW OLNHO\ WR VW
EHHQ UHVWDUWHG ,W V PDGH SXEOQ|gh WYRE ELW Wi PABTBMyURQJ DQG PLUY
EHWZHHQ 'DO\ &LW\ DQG 6DQ -RVH DoEN{EPWROVODQGHU PRFN RU EHWUD\
DUH SRZHUIXO DQG KRQRUDEOH \RX ZR(

FROQWUDFWV RU WROHUDWH QDJLV :KHQ

DQG SOHDVXUH \RX ZRQ W UHVWULFW R

® WV FRPSOLFDWHG ZKLFK PD\ RU PD\ QRW FRXQW DV 1HR3DJDQ 7KFH
'LFFDQ pDYRUHG 3DJDQLVP LV WKH PRVW ZHOE RARRRADUB B W LRIQH \RQWKDYH YHU\ PL[HG RSLQLF
YHUVLRQ , P TXDOLOHG WR VSHDN DERXW H[ANFWRUGUPRWEPDQLVP
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:KHQ \RX kVLQJ IHDVW GDQFH P D NSdriBX{as.andro®EoBsR2 HiyScribble M.
DV DQ DFW RI ZRUVKLS WKHQ \RX Kbpfrgr @8elid)DVRQ WR
UHVWULFW RWKHUV IURP GRLQJ WKH VDPH
1IRWKLQJ LQ WKH &KDUJH WHOOV = ISF¥HHR R WFREVRRWT LW JHWV PHQWL
RQ SURSHUW\ WD[HV RU LPPLJUDWLRRPHLWKNZU,RWERVYRBQRY » G QHYHU
LPSO\ WKDW ZH VKRXOG VKDUH MR\ ®O\G HPERE\ WKk W KDQN \RX
PRUDOV ZH ZLVK WR 0QG LQ WKH zZRUdJG ZWk® KR XHOWR. HRQNILGHU KRZ WKH
kKGR XQWR RWKHUVY LQ WKH kLI{\RX % kPRW RE@RRY ¥y XOHV FRPSDUH WR WK
\RXUVHOI \RX ZLOO QHYHU 0QG LW BRRKWXKWXWLRQ DQG 6WDQGLQJ 5SXOHV
$JHV DJR , ZBRWBIOXBHKW PV IRU 1REPRGHHG LQ FKDQJILQJ WKHP ITURP \HDL
"ULWHUYRW DV DQ LQWURGXFWLRQ WR Wt BHD QRWxGLUHFWO\ SDUDOOHO
GHWDLOV EXW D OLVW RI WHUPLQRGORR EHHPBRELHF e W W WY UBRNHY WZR \
QRW FRPPRQO\ XVHG HOVHZKHUH DWIPHHERRKLEOH 6WDQGLQJ 5SXOHV FDQ
VKDGRZV DQG FRPPRQ WHUPV WK DWPEHNH BPWMHEQ\F | o F
PHDQLQJ LQ 3DJDQ FRPPXQLWLHV LQAM AR RFREKPY KLQWV RI DQ XQIR
SDWK ,W GRHVQ W FRYHU KRz zLWEKXRU® P YHYY ARE VY NREMRLFYV DGGUHV)
RXW ULJKW ZURQJ EXW LW FDQ PDRRPHNLRMRL SO@BYRYHU WLPH 30DVHUV N

XQGHUVWDQG WKRVH WRSLFV ZKHQ MKMW PWWHBHXWWREBW RI WKH JDPH EXV
GRQ W DQG WKH SOD\HUV PD\ QRW KDY}

Twisting the Rope #13 t Myles Corcoran GHWDLOV Rl KRZ WKDW DOO ZRUNYV

5<&70 $ERXW *0 UHYLHZV q WKH LVV R%J/K D% F\QPL y \R&(KGURHQTXJ:\\;V\LDKRRU[
0QGLQJ FRGH ZRUGV EXW D SODFH '§ a %ﬁﬁg/&ﬁﬁ) oW ZLWK DO\ U
LVQ W IRFXVHG RQ JHWWLQJ PRQH\ BP*IQ Ii q,“}{v HHJ(BW LPH WR EXUQ

KDV D YHVWHG LQWHUHRVW LQ GLVFR Lé%k& RPPWERY b 1x00 sop\bEOH

UHYLHZV
EXW 026%,& 6WULFW SLHFHV
, FXUUHQWO\ FDQ W 0QG DQ\ UHYLAHZV RI IRl

DZD\ IURP WKH VWDUWSOD\LQJ JDPIEBingltdvie Ad-Wibdd #11 t Avram Grumer
EHLQJ SRVWHG RQ )DFHERRN RU 7ZLWWHU RU ZKDWHYHU

WKH\ UH QRW VKRZLQJ XS LQ D *RRJOP ¢ it i UgHd QH HBERXW WKH HQG RI
0QG WKH JHQHULF k, KDG D WHUULMEH YNsHY B Y hiWe G VDSSRLQWPHQW
KRZ GR , 0QG EHWWHU *0V LQ WKH IR KKIRMAWN QWP YN HOYHV ZLIDUGV ¢
EHHQ SRLQWHG RXW WKDW WKRVH S¥®Rsod ytbhBYH L YRYHUDO IDQ FUHDWH
UHYLHZV LI WKH\ UH QHZ WKH\ MXWKEW GLUHRWLRRH EXW QRQH RI WKHP L
KREE\ 2WKHUZLVH WKH\ JLYH XS RYKH)BWHY&RUH HWF ZRUOGYV

2WKHU WKDQ kZH QHHG *0 UHYLHzV v FRRYWERYBH ¢ [DPSOH RI kRN \R:
E\ WKHLU KRVWV y ZH DOVR QHHG WRXWRBRACRRWHWSHIHGLQJ DZD\ IURP WKH
GLIIHUHQFH EHWZHHQ kP\ IULHQG LWBRKY\YDW QWHELCQWR NHHS WKDW LQ P
JDPHV EXW LV VWLOO P\ IULHQGy DEEWHOMLD QPR RS R QvR O QOEHWXE IJDPH
UXQ D JDPH DQG , GLG QRW JHW P\ M¥®PHI LY RFWRVE GRIUXVWUDWLQJ
IDU PRVW SUR *0LQJ LV EHLQJ WUHDWH®EH PP RIRY Y\ DPUHBOO HQMRILQJ P
EX\y DPRQJ IULHQGV ZKHUH HYHU\RRPPVWEKHDW Q2WRKHUZLVH{ , FDQ VHH K
WKDW RQH SHUVRQ FDQ GR WKH zZR®PNT WBRQ PHVEHY W IRHY YH GRQH 7KLQJ  Z
PDNLQJ VXUH WKH\ DOO KDYH IXQ WHKHWEHUYH JRLQJ WR GR y

W V QRW EHLQJ WUHDWHG OLNH KLP1®30p PRUBWUIWPWHG E\ WKH LGHD
FORZQ WR HQWHUWDLQ D JURXS RI ¥¥RHEBY ZiKkRUPERNY KisHY LW JHWV KDQ

EHFDXVH WKHUH V D SURIHVVLRQDOSRWHUWDN $HEHOQLWHON EH DQ LQFHQ
kGLH y DQG VWLOO DOORZV WKHP WR EH

The Phoenix Nest #13 t Michael Cule VWRULHV

/IRYHG WKH &URQH DQG 8QFOH ZULWhXSpMokddFor ¥iné M2 t Lisa Padol
WKLQNLQJ RI :HQ 3RSR DQG7HKH :X[LDQ IURP

8QWDMHGUHSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI WKR®&70 g , FRYHUHG RU DW OHDVW H[SOL
WKRXJKWV RQ VXSHUKHUR JHQUH JDPHV
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KDSS\ WR FRYHU WKH FRQFHSW RI k\RYSBHERQV/*ERPSHR V@DV WDONLQJ DERX
ZULWLQJY LQ UH VXSHUKHUR JDPHVWKLQJ :KLFK 8P <HV , XVHG WKH VDPF
W V QRW WKDW WKHUH V D QXPERUSDLPRW PAKDQWEHRWOLR Q y
PDNH WKHP FRXQW ,W V WKDW WKH JDPHDNY WKDRW RIKIHKWWUHHWY [URP D EX
FRYHU WKH JHQUH ZHOO DUH Q RMQ WHROIOVN QRZQ HQRXJK
WR EH SDUW RI WKH JHQHUDO USJ JDPLQJ GLVFXVVLRQV DQG
SUREDEO\ LI WKH\ H[LVW FRPsUAdRPEMeNags #5¢ t Brian Christopher
PHFKDQLFV WKDW DUH VR IDU DzD\ Misiasz&kk H VWDQGDUG

k*0 SOD\HUV JRLQJ RQ TXHVW DGYHQWXY TKDW NV ZKDW , PHI

VWUXFWXUH WKDW LW PD\ QRW EH UHQHY,ZQ R ﬁJS‘M/”tdW\)O Y—VFEWHULQJ WKH .

JRU SRLQW ~ kQRW NQRZQ y , GR?V\\’% P%??#BELV%W@ OFWLRQ WKDW PRV\
OLBUNZRRQYGIUZDWPRUWDO 7KH ,QYIV J PD\EH HVSHELDERRHY XS HU K
DUy , PHDQ REVEXBH DILAKYV D 6WLFNR), WWVM(\%/ ‘HVLIQHG VSHFLOFDOO\ WR |
RG27 *$< %52 'S5SRZEOW V 6R &RRO SERXW|, yp |URP EHLQJ D YDOLG SOD\ VW\«
7LPH /RREVIKW WR <RXW ERRNMDUN DP WHPSWHG WR VFUROO XS DQG GH
JDPHV 2U  ZRUGRLBW PHDQ WR GLySDJ WR_ /LVD EXW GHELGHG WR OHI
WKRVH JDPHV , DGRUH WKH FUHDW LW W\, DQGy Q)VYRDWﬁgIQULDQ/H {URP KUSJ
WKH LQGLH JDPLQJ VFHQH MXVW Wﬁ?§ﬁb(§w RN WRKAY UR JHQUHY WR KWK
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DQ\WKLQJ WKDW FRPHV FORVHU WKDQ WKH kELJy JDPHV
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GRHVQ W OHDYH HQRXJK VSDFH IRU WKH PRPHQWYV RI kDK

IXOoOOLQJ DQG JUHDW IXQ WR SOD KLV



* /0 /
5
/0
2 /0
#
#
3 /0 /
/ #
6
# %
5 &
/
# *
[
" / /
#
$
#
% &
# ( '
) #
1
# ) n
)Il
) ) #
$ "
* )
) ﬁ # 78
)
_ # 1
# $
# #
- # ) # # # 90
# - #
) I )
#
) - # | .
# ' 1
/0 # ) 4
# $
4t 1 # 5 #
/0
# 1 ] #
%
/10 & # < 1

/0 :

Ol



/0

%

/0

22

%

- ABA C D8D?

! 4 0 !
A F
0" # G

Arael Yexwood %F &
1 . D

Bareas @ilhelm % &

A D <
BoB % &
A D 5

Cassian Dawnguard % F &
6 D 0

Erocaryn Stonegather %A &

6 H D

!

Juan Quixofe % &
6 H D

/

Lux Cantata %l # &
: D 5

Session 10-12: The Sea Ghost

*















%

78

<J!
R5 30
<J
%
#
+
!
+
*
)
C
#
/0






34

% &'( )*+,+-*+.,/1-0

ol

nn

% 6



%

O=>> =

%

1

H

H

(8C



Ro

%

%

$ #
#
# #
J B
5 K
#
#
! # 7 34
#
' #
4
C 1 "
#
" 4
3 3
9 7 # "
E 1
1 #
% 0

$ 3

I'M NO1



A zine for EVER & ANON 14 by
Michael Cule
Of 3 Barratt Place, Easton Street,

' be, ks. :
THE K. Copyrght 2025 5 Michael Cule
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one of which contains the Ark Of The Covenant.
BUILDING MY LEGACY: There is a TKDWTV :$5(+286(
last time for everything.

And | asked myself: what would happen when
, FDQYW VD\ , ZDVQIW WHPSW HiGe Bépaktiddht &Y GdvetrahteW ERitiency sent
not making this past Summer Stabcon my last. in its consultants, accountants and hackers to
People said nice things about the games | have  find out what was happening and whether it was
run, asked what the name of the game | had run HLYDOXH IRU PRQH\Y
some years back was (IN A WORLD, by the
people who wrote MICROSCOPE) and And then I imagined the team had been sent in a
JHQHUDOO\ VDLG WKH\YG EH V Dé&r@yR avd-vEhishet without trace. The player

characters were the special forces people sent in
$QG ,P VDG WR VD\ JRRGE\H %oXltoRer whathad h&ppe@ad. Plus a baffled
ZRQTW WDNH VOHHSLQJ LQ KRWttldiver@ho hadiieed asWedMa il ih frShe
out of the horrid chairs in the gaming spaces. If | regular delivery guy.
ever lose a lot of weight (the Mounjaro pens
DUHQYW GRLQJ WKH WULFN IR Ul Ha#furDaQdG thirtk te Blayersditl as well. It
something like fit, OO EH EDFN OLNH DwaskBddd eblodghfarewell to a long tradition
,IP QRW LQFOXGLQJ WKDW SRVafbdotd Gaimilg. LQ P\ IRUZDUG
planning.

7+( :$< 2) 7+( :25/' 7KH 1R

I think the thing | have enjoyed most about 6KXIIOH

Stabcon is the chance to try out new game

systems with people who will tolerate my odd ‘H KDYH D QHZ 3ULPH OLQLVWHU DQ

tastes and to run games with odd settings using D IHZ GD\V RI SHRSOH OHDYLQJ WKl

very simple mechanics. WKH &DELQHW DQG PRYLQJ IURP MR
&DELQHW , MXVW KRSH WKH ZRUOG

The last game used RISUS which was DOO WKDW LV JRLQJ RQ

appropriate because the setting | chose was

GURPS WAREHOUSE 23 which like RISUS 'RQDOG 7UXPS PDQDJHG WR PDNH H

was written by S John Ross. WAREHOUSE 23 IURP WKH 1RUWK :HVW RI (QJODQG |

was the original that the TV show EHFDXVH KH FDOOHG $QG\ %XUQKDF

:$5(+286( XPP OHWYV EH SRODLMMRE H QRRA®RX WKLQN '-7 KDV VRPH
MZDV D KRPDJateW&RYS WKH SO FRPSXOVLRQ WR RIITHQG D QHZ JUR>
Government or some conspiracy using the US HYHU\ GD\" (YHU\ ZHHN" ,V LW SDUW
Government stored all the weird, wonderful and SDFW RU"MXVW HJR

dangerous things it has acquired over the years.

Think of the shot at the end of RAIDERS OF

THE LOST ARK: a huge space full of crates,

"W z}u[E (E}u D v Z 5 EU

1dZ Wo ]Jv W }%o0 }(
[$ 15} Al}uM

E V[E CMDW /ev



, KDYH D 6 XPPHU &ROG WKDW LRUn?& KBARNUSAN6tKE? Reldwy infantryman
&RXJK DQG LV IDGLQJ IDU WRR whd ddsKips®iomak? KH KHDW
DQG WKH KLJK SROOHQ FRXQW DUHQTW KHOSLQJ

CUNNING PLANS AND OVER-
REACHING AMBITIONS

The Monday filler game ended with the Three
Pilgrims returning to their island of origin just in
time to release the ancient god who brought
down the Divine Wind on the incoming
Mongol/Korean invaders. Jenny is now running
another Japan set game (in the 1950s sort of)
with a very much lighter system about three
young brothers off to visit their grandfather. So
far, my character has been turned into a panda.
His two brothers are a small dragon and a
monkey. The family is being understanding. The
other Monday night game remains intermittent

Non Player Characters In this Episode

VISHI: A (pygmy) High Llama rider: slave in

Vostor's family since he was five. The Wise
6HUYDQW WR 9RVWRUYfV %YRPEDVWL

SENATOR FALERIUS AGGARIUS Their
landlord and Patron.

FALERIA His daughter.

THE RED DANCER OF POWER: Demi-
goddess, economic planner and astrologer.

KRISHNAN The llluminate on the floor above.

OSHORKHON The Grand Master of the

EXW WKH\ KDYH VDYHG WKH (P SerotesiMhoCult-bf Dapfive Karon. A man

has now set off to attack the invading Templars
on the East Coast.

with a secret.

GEILBONUS, Speaker of the Imperial Senate

"HGQHVGD\ QLIJKWVY JDPH RI PDJLFDO VWXGHQWYV

remains difficult to manage with characters
constantly watching other people act with
agency and having to stand back and be good
first year students. In response to complaints of

THE EXAMINER OF THE CULT OF THE
RED GODDESS, GREAT SISTER and other
assorted llluminated upper-class riff-raff.

lack of agency, TP JRLQJ WR WKUHDW Napioug Buidauer&s,) Sbldiers, Penitents and

next week.
GLAMOUR DAYS AND NIGHTS

Player Characters:

Alan as ESHAN, a Seven Mothers worshipping
Nobleman with a lot of social skills

Graham as VOSTOR a worshipper of the Lunar
war god Yanafal Tarnils with a dark secret.

Drak as JARATHIR another YT initiate with a
Big Sword.

Martin as SANDENE, a (female) scout/sniper.
Also worships YT.

2For 22 10 25 The GM was away the previous week
feeling a bit ill.

Prisoners of War, White Moonie subversives
and other lower class Riff Raff.

A WALK IN THE PARK 2

Jarathir had an appointment with the llluminated
fellow on the floor above. Which worthy popped
his head over the balcony to where Jarathir was
basking in the thin morning Sun.

"Right, can you promise to meet me at nightfall
at Gbajii Park?®

After a moment's thought he promised to do his
‘absolute best'.

"Thank you. | have a vital role for you. And if
you will excuse me: I'm going to have a busy
day."

8 Also known as the Sevenfold Gardens
of Enlightenment



He stalked across the balcony and went and
woke the University Students who could be
heard complaining about being roused at this
ungodly hour.

Vishi came back from the market with kedgéree

VISHI: Sirs, and madam. I'm going to take your
dress uniforms out to be cleaned today. Could
you please not put them on today. | will have
everything polished and ready for mid-morning
tomorrow when you have to go out and parade.
And the Senator says could you please attend
him in his quarters once you've had breakfast.

When they got to him, the Senator was looking
glum. He was sitting in the armchair in the

room. Somebody had brought in some more
furniture and potted plants. The mass murderer
had let the place get rather dusty and tatty but
someone had made an effort. Perhaps it was his
daughter (who was also there) and his friend the
Architect/Senator Jaxarte Whyded. They were
looking glum.

The Senator sat them down and said that he had
a series of problems. "The sort of thing one
always gets before any complex event. And one
really rather big problem. I've had a last minute
element added to the parade by someone of too
senior rank for me to refuse. | really want a way
out of this."

KEANUS Can we assassinate him?
SENATOR: Oshorkhon, the Grand Master of
the Cenobites, the gentlemen whose penitents
are going to be in charge of the poop...
VOSTOR: Cheerful chap!

SENATOR: He has insisted on introducing

into the parade a group of prisoners of war,
mostly southern barbarians, a few eastern
barbarians. He proposes to parade them in chains
before the populace and then execute them
before the Emperor. This is not the tone | want.
It is common for prisoners of war to be
condemned to the ring and the circus. That's not
execution. That's a fight to the death. These
proposed victims are not combat fit. | don't want

4 Rice, boiled eggs, smoked fish in a creamy curry
sauce

a blood sacrifice in the middle of what is
supposed to be a celebration.

JARATHIR: Do we have any idea what the
Emperor's view of this would be? Because he
doesn't strike me as being the most bloodthirsty
Mask of The Emperor.

Samdeme proposed getting the Emperor's
security people on side to get this cancelled.
Possibility of people protesting the barbaric
sacrifice? Riots? The Senator was cheered by
this suggestion and called it ‘cunning'. He gave
the person who had suggested it the job of
approaching 'the Emperor's security people'.

He asked for volunteers to go and persuade the
Master of the Cenobites "not to execute people”
at least not to do it in the middle of the parade. "I
don't want blood and guts in the middle of Red
Square."

KEANUS Does the Emperor not have some
sort of overview and approval of what goes on?
SENATOR : Drawing it to his attentior

ESHAN: Might backfire. He might insist on it.
SENATOR: The Emperor likes to think.... He
likes to exercise his power. Sometimes in
whimsical ways. It is not for me to second guess
the judgement of the Emperor. | can only apply
myjudgement and hope that it is pleasing to him.
Is that clear? I'm glad that's clear.

Parallels with Roman Emperors and modern
American politics were made.

SENATOR: My daughter has a major project.
Messages have to be delivered today to persons
invited to the parade, detailing when they're
supposed to report, where they are supposed to
stand and their position of precedence among the
people. The administration at the office of the
Master of Circuses has been a little unco-
operative so we only have these today. Most of
them will go out with the standard Imperial
Postal Services. They're very good. But some
need to be hand delivered. To people who are
more delicate and it might help the lowly
messengers, one of whom is my daughter, to



have somebody impressive looking and military
at their shoulders.

Jarathir volunteered to go and speak to the
Master of the Cenobites,

Samdeme asked to be accompanied in going to
speak to Beat Pot Aelwrin by someone more
fluent in talking to people. Vostor was proposed.

SAMDEME No! He speaksit people!

Orshorkhon was at a holding pen outside the
City. When they got there this was a wooden
enclosure for prisoners. There were prisoners of
war their being guarded by the Temple of
Danfive Xaron's finest troops. "They are
surrounded. They are a long way from home.
They are not going to escape from this cage."

Jarathir recognised some of the clan tattoos as
belonging to tribes he had fought in the south.
There were both Humakti and Orlanthi religious
markings. And a lot more naked flesh than he
had seen recently. There were also people whose
markings he didn't recognise, presumably from
the Eastern frontier facing the Sun-worshipping
Nomads. Also women, children and old men.

JARATHIR (Clearing his throat)The Senator
asked us to just come along and just discuss the
actual logistics of what you're planning. It kind
of doesn't integrate well with the rest of the
parade

ORSHOKHON: (Icily) Integrate?®

JARATHIR Well, the parade is one large
manifestation of the Empire's power and current
glory.

ORSHOKHON: Yeees? That | understand.
JARATHIR Obviously, defeating the enemies
of the Empire is part of that and umm a parade
of captives is good. That idea worked well in
terms of the overall military aspect of the
parade. It's the execution stage that we find a
little difficult to work out when we could fit that
in. If it's right at the beginning it sets rather a
dark tone for the rest of the parade. If it's in
between award ceremonies, it sort of detracts
from your bit. Do we have to tie in the awards

5 PUM: Synergy!

ceremonies in terms of the people you are
executing. And also if it happens before the
elephants are they going to think they're on a
battlefield and require further calming. And also
some of the troops who are being asked to march
are not used to marching on streets. The square,
we believe, would become quite slippery
especially if you are executing all these people.

Drak has a day job that involves him in lots of
meetings where he has to persuade people to
comply with regulations they don't want to
comply with or have forgotten about or have just
assumed don't apply to them. | could feel his
work experience coming through here.

Despite the length of that speech the GM asked
for a Fast Talk roll rather than any more honest
communication skill. Boosted by his loyalty to
the Red Emperor he succeeded.

OSHORKHON: Well, | suppose... | can
parade them? In Chains?

JARATHIR Of course. As long as they don't
slow down the overal parade. And we wouldn't
expect that because the Elephants aren't exactly
fast moving.

OSHORKHON: | had promised my people
that there would be executions.

JARATHIR They can do that after the parade.
OSHORKHON: So this isn't the Mercy of the
Goddess or anything?

JARATHIR No, no, this is don't interrupt the
parade and disrupt the logistics. Maybe the
Emperor himself will intervene but,,,
SAMDEME That's up to the Emperor.
JARATHIR | wouldn't want to second guess
his will.

OSHORKHON: | suppose that's fair enough.
JARATHIR | think what the Senator was
objecting to was messy execution.

Oshorkhon wasn't pleased but accepted this.

OSHORKHON: I've got the chains anyway.
But I'm going to have to disappoint some people.



At that point one of the aged prisoners stood up
and shouted something in Heortling. Vostor was
the only one who both heard it and understood it.
The old man with long white hair pointed at the
Master of the Cenobites saying:

"l see you! | know your name! Josephus
Fallindus!"

Vostor saw a brief expression of fear cross
Oshorkon's face and he snapped an order to one
of his minions. As Vostor recognised the name

of the murderer of the Feeder of the Bat's parents
the old man was cut down.

OSHORKHON: | can't stand impertinence.
The two troopers decided that they weren't going

to risk the Master of the Cenobites finding them
impertinent and took themselves off.

Eshan and the Senator's daughter went to an
office in the Treasury. At a desk sat what looked
like a young woman but was actually a demi-
goddess.

FALERIA: Most Holy and Reverend Red
Dancer, this is an invitation to the Emperor's
Parade tomorrow.

RED DANCER OF POWER: Oh,is it
tomorrow? Well, | suppose so. If | must. It's not
very enjoyable for somebody like me to watch
other people marching up and down stiffly and
not evershimmying.

Eshan looked around the office and there were
chalkboards and bits of paper stuck to them Lots
of esoteric calculations and outlines of bodies
(all male) marked up with astrological symbols
and maybe some sort of runic magic markings.
Looking back to his memories of his aunt who
took an interest in that sort of thing, he thought it
was the Red Dancer looking for a particular
definition of a person by their astrological
tendencies.

RED DANCER: (Suddenly seeing Eshan for
the first time)Oh! Do you happen to know your
exact birth date(Faleria rolled her eyesind
where exactly were you were borr&he took

out a piece of paper and started scribb)idgist
stay there.

The calculations seemed very satisfactory.

RED DANCER: Would you mind just
stepping out of your uniform and standing over
there?

FALERIA: Hang on!

RED DANCER Purely in the interests of
science. Natural philosophy.

Eshan had only vaguely heard of the Red Dancer
of Power and knew she had something to do
with Central Planning.

Faleria was upset by this boldness. Eshan

Z D V @ufienf this was because she thought of
him as one of her toys or maybe that she had a
lot of messages to deliver.

Eshan asked if he could return later.

RED DANCER : Oh, yes. I'll be here until well
past darkness. Do come back and we can give it
a full survey then.

FALERIA: She's a goddess. She's not for you.
ESHAN: | G L GnMant W offend.

FALERIA: She is a very important person and
she deals with some very important matters. But
| have heard she is looking for a.... breeding
partner. Not to marry you understand bukto
Personally, | would think she would go for some
sort of mighty thewed hero.

ESHAN: She's looking at star charts. Don't
know why.

FALERIA: She probably believes in the power
of the stars. She is a professional predictor of
things.

ESHAN: She'll probably find I'm the wrong one
and it will all be over.

OHDQZKLOH«

BEAT-POT AELWRIN: Come in, come in.
What can | do for you? Everything going all
right for the Big Parade.

Samdeme laid out all the practical objections she
could come up with. Elephants scenting blood.



Mess in Red Square. The chef/general seemed
interested at first but then asked her to sample
his experimental fried chicken batchesd
something she said in response to that caused
him to dismiss her with a brief and probably
insincere promise to look into it.

The Senator accepted the partial victory Jarathir
and Vostor brought him but was still
dissatisfied.

SENATOR: He's going to want to whip them. |
just know he is.

JARATHIR He's already executing them for
talking out of turn so I'm not sure | was going to
keep him from slaughtering.

KEANUS There won't be many left.
JARATHIR What was that? The guy shouted
something and then he got shot.

Graham had a moment's dithering about whether
he should reveal juicy information. Drak said

that Jarathir hadn't actually caught what was
said. Vostor briefed the Senator privately.

SENATOR : (To Jarathir) Go to the postal
office and find people who need escorting.

Once alone with the Senator, Vostor talked
around the topic.

VOSTOR: The family of the Man-Bat you
know they have this deep seated hatred of the
killer of the Man-Bat's parents? Who
disappeared into the Danfive Xaron cult? That
person was recognised by one these prisoners
who pointed at him very clearly. Just before he,
the prisoner, was shot through the chest and died
very quickly.

SENATOR: I'm sorry I'm not seeing the
connection?

VOSTOR: One of the people standing around.

Eventually we discovered that Graham had
forgotten the name that was given. Why he
GLGQTW DVN IRU D UHPLQGHU
know. One of the other players was convinced |

8 Inspired | think by a Binging With Babish episode.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvKf6aDxBLk

KDGQW VDLG WKH QDPH EXW ,

prove him wrong which is why | should be
cautious taking their word for anything.

GM: Graham, sometimes | think it might be
better if you took notes.

Eventually, the penny dropped.

SENATOR: Oh. Oh. Tell me, how's your
riding?

VOSTOR: I'm a foot soldier, sir.
SENATOR: Are you feeling brave?
VOSTOR: Always.

SENATOR: Oh good. In that case, go up to
your rooms and have a sit down for a while.
Boy!

He got the small boy who helped the Janitrix and
told Vostor to have a meal and a lie down.

VOSTOR: What am | going to be riding?
SENATOR: The moon beams.

So Vostor went and had a decent lunch hoping
he wasn't going to suffer from airsickness.

The boy was sent off with a large letter. The
Senator said he'd be working from his apartment
for a while before going into the Office.

Then Samdeme came back and reported. He said
that Beat-Pot Aelwrin might or might not take an
interest if his attnetion could be drawn away

from crispy chicken.

SENATOR: You accepted a meal from the
hands of Beat-Pot Aelwrin?

SANDENE It wasn't a meal. Just one chicken
leg covered in bread crumbs.

SENATOR: It didn't look tentacular did it?
SANDENE He said it was chicken. It was
shaped like a chicken leg.

SENATOR: You're probably fine. He's
probably given up on the walktapus.

IURP WKH *0 , GRQTW

7 A vile rumour alleged that Beat-Pot had attempted
to create a dish using the limbs of this Chaotic
regenerating monster.

KDY



He sent Sandene off to the Post Office on Escort

duty and as she left a small boy came in and said

"Yes, Senator that's fine. In about half an hour."
Vosor got called from his bed of rest and handed
the recently composed letter.

SENATOR: Take this to the Chairman of the
Senate. He is currently at a centre for the
disturbed at a place to the east of the City. He is
not permitted to come any closer than that. Take
this to him despite the fact that he has reason to
hate you. Please.

VOSTOR: Certainly!

SENATOR: Here are two chitties allowing you
to use Imperial transport. You'll go out on a
Moonboat and come back with the post this
evening. Assuming you're still alive. You have
half an hour to get to the Gate of the Inner City.

Jarathir was sent to accompany a letter to the
Court of The Great Sister. He saw her differently
now he was llluminated himself but he found
himself dazzled and unable to say anything in
her presence (a 99 rolled on his Insight(Human)
or perhaps his lllumination skill).

GREAT SISTER: How are you feeling?
COURIER: Fine goddess.. Oh him.
JARATHIR r Calm....

GREAT SISTER : Have you had a good
chance to think things through?

JARATHIR There's a lot to think about...
GREAT SISTER : Isn't there? | have a project
| could... But | think it's a little too early for you
to accept some of the.... Have a peaceful
transition. | will see you shortly.

Having been calmed by her talk he made an
Insight{fHuman] roll and got the impression she
was disappointed that she could use you for her
devious ends.

DRAK: Her glorious plans, please! She
probably doesn't think of her plans as devious.
Cunning. Wise.

GM: She's about a hundred and forty years old
and looks about thirty nine.

After he emerged from the office:

COURIER: Are you all right?

JARATHIR Yes. Does she not affect you in
that way?

COURIER: | get to meet all sorts of people in
my job. As long as they take what I'm delivering
and sign for it, it's not really my concern. I'm
also not supposed to gossip about the people |
deliver the mail to.

JARATHIR It would be unprofessional. You
must have many fascinating tales.

COURIER: Yes, but unless you're coming with
a warrant, I'm not going to tell you about them.

Meanwhile, Diddius Copernicus the Dean of the
Field School of Magic was in the University
giving a lecture to a very thinly populated
audience of students when Eshan and Faleria
arrived. The topic of the lecture was
Transmogrification.

DRAK or maybe PUM: Turning people into
cats.(This pun received general approval)

GM: It was a very good idea but I'm not going to
run with it.

DIDDIUS COPERNICUS : Have lgota
volunteer?

Utter silence.
Then Faleria pushed Eshan forward.

DC: Thank you! Very noble of you. Please step
up and into the circle over there. Put down your
weapons you won't need them. This is a
straightforward transmogrification of the Third
Order...

ALAN: Do | know what 'transmogrification' is?
GM: (Slightly surprised) Oh. Do you have any
Magic Lore? No. Can you roll IQ times 1%. No?
Then no, you don't.

There was a moment while Graham explained
that it was Vostor's ambition to be so obnoxious
that he was never volunteered for anything.

There was a brief moment of disruption in
Eshan's consciousness and memory and when
they returned Eshan checked that no limbs were
missing. There was a titter running around the
students.



DC: How are you feeling?

ESHAN There was a strange moment of
disconnection.

DC: Don't worry it should wear off by dawn
tomorrow.

Looking around Eshan could see that the
Senator's daughter was just about holding in
gales of laughter.

FALERIA: Let's get the rest of this list done,
shall we?

Eshan looked for a mirror or a puddle or
something reflective. Couldn't put a finger of
anything different.

Vostor got to the Moonboat station in time and
was told he'd be at his destination in about half
an hour. And as the crew stood on the roof of the
vessel, singing, chanting and magically
controlling the flight he got the interesting
experience of flying over the great city and out
into the surrounding countryside.

The Customer Service Staff came around with a
bucket for possible emergencies.

GM: 'We are not going over water. If we hit the
ground at speed we will all be dead.’

DRAK: In the event of this Moonboat ceasing to
be a Moonboat you probably won't care.

GM: Prayer is definitely what we recommend in
the event of a major outage of Moon Power.

Vostor did not need the bucket. Above him he
could see the Bridge going up to the Moon.

The boat took him east out of the city to a range
of mountains. It parked at a big pylon and he got
let down there. There were no other passengers
but there was a full cargo of supplies and
dispatches for the Eastern Front.

Yes, the Lunar Empire is on a two-front war. At
leasttwo fronts.

8VOSTOR: | feel less safe already

At the gate of the Hospital for the Distressed,
they said that the Chairman of the Senate was
with his son. Vostor was told to leave his
weapons at the gatehouse as they had some
patients who were not to be shown weapons. .

They led him into the barred wards and
eventually he came to where the Senator/Bat-
Man/Man-Bat/Feeder of the Bat lay staring
blankly at the ceiling wrapped up with bandages
and looking more than a little not at his best. The
Old Man sat by his side reading to him.

VOSTOR: Message for the Chair of the
Senate.

GEILBONUS: All right. (A moment latgr
You! You have the gall to turn up here.
VOSTOR: I'm on orders, sir.
GEILBONUS: Were you on orders when
you.... mangled my grandson.

VOSTOR: Yes sir.

The Chair of the Senate looked at the seal on the
letter and turned a further alarming set of
colours, none of which could have been good for
an aged man with high blood pressure and
perhaps heart conditions.

DRAK: But he's in the right place if he does
have a fit.
GRAHAM: Go on! Roll for it!

The GM did check but the old man rolled an 05
and got his anger under control. He ripped open
the message, scattering wax everywhere,

GEILBONUS: Huh! Huh! Your master tells
me you witnessed this. Do not attempt to lie to
me soldier. You witnessed someone calling
Orkoshkhon by the name of my children's
assassin?

VOSTOR: Yes, sir.

GEILBONUS: With that | could... Do you
know what a Master of the Circuses has written
at the bottom this?

VOSTOR: No sir. Can't read sir.
GEILBONUS: : Oh. That's cunning. Of your
master, not of you.



VOSTOR: (Pause)Yes, sir.

GRAHAM Notice the pause there while | think
about what that means. It's important not to
appear too clever.

DRAK: You've got that down pat.

GEILBONUS: "I do not ask for a payment for
this but trust to your honour to allow it to settle
what is between us." You do see the subtlety of
that?

VOSTOR: Yeah. | do. That's subtle!
GEILBONUS: Oh dear Goddess. It's like
talking to a tree stump.

VOSTOR: Eh? Sir. Yes sir!

GEILBONUS: | had dreamed of ripping

apart... Or paying someone else to rip apart...
The people who assaulted my grandchild and
brought him to this. And now you have offered
me... Ah. What does he hope I'll do? What does
he hope I'll do?

VOSTOR: Sir?

GEILBONUS: : I am going to remember my
honour and not have you gutted, castrated or
locked in this place with the rest of the hopeless
ones. | am merely going to bid you good day and
send you on your way.

VOSTOR: Thank you very much sir. I'll be on
my way.

The prospect of Vostor being locked up as a
deluded person was appreciated by the rest of
the players"I'm a soldier! | was going get a
medal from the Emperor!" "Yes, yes, of course
you were."

He gathered his weapons and made his way to
catch the mail coach back to the capital.

Keanus having been excused from guarding the
Senator while he was at the office, went to the
Postal Office.

COURIER: I'm not sure where I'm going to
find this one.

To the Red Light District and up to a recently
ruined building. Keanus realised that this was
the outside of the Temple of Uleria which had a
Temple to Cacodemon underneath it which he
and his comrades had kicked over. Somebody

had been through the place with a lot of
sledgehammers.

The Courier asked where he could find 'the
priestess of Free Love'. A weary looking
workman, clearing away rubble and dust,
nodded at a nearby tent.

And inside the tent was the most beautiful
woman Keanus had ever seen.

Cries of warning about spider-headed women
and the trouble Keanus had experienced with
them came from the other players.

PUM: More beautiful than that spider-woman?
GM: Well, you're still able to walk and think so
probably not.

She looked up and smiled at Keanus and the
courier.

BEAUTIFUL WOMAN: s this position fixed.

My position in the stands. Can't | get closer to
the Emperor.

KEANUS It is not for me to say uh Miss.

Ma'am I'm just a messenger.

COURIER: You're justtheP HV V H @skbrt) 1V
Please sign here.

Keanus missed all the subtle interplay going on
here but did get an invitation to the Temple "to
help reconsecrate it".

BW: | can see you're a worshipper of....Death
but there are so many other things going on in
Life. And as the Red Goddess teaches us Death
and Life are merely aspects of the same
universal thing. Do come along.

KEANUS She seemed very nice didn't she?

Sandene escorted his courier to see General
Roan-Ur Commander Of Military Forces In
Aggar, NQRZQ DV 37+( 5(' &/$%$:"

He could be found at the war ministry. He was
the highest ranking Chaos worshipper in the
Lunar Army, a worshipper of Cacodemon. A
fact that Sandene was lucky enough to know
going in. Generally believed to be 'mad as a
badger'.



ROAN-UR | understand there is to be some
bloodshed.

SANDENE: Not intentionally. That is to be put
back to a later date.

ROAN-UR : Well now | am disappointed. |
wanted to see slaughter. | wanted to see blood
SPOU TIN G! For the Red Emperor.
SANDENE : It was felt to be better to have all
the blood spouting and gore on a separate
occasion to really revel in it.

ROAN-UR: | am wrathful!

SANDENE : Pleased to meet you.

ROAN-UR Ah, humour. At least you have
courage wench! | will not seek your life at this
moment in time.

SANDENE: Glad to hear it sir.

ROAN-UR If | were just to casually throw
something from the stands and impale one of the
prisoners would that be.... frowned upon. Not
that | care.

SANDENE . The only snag is that the
Emperor's bodyguard is on high alert because
there are some miscreants who may wish to
cause trouble and that might be misinterpreted.
They might think you were one of these people
who are against the Emperor.

ROAN-UR : | would not wish to give that
impression at all.

SANDENE: Save that for the actual...

ROAN-UR : Blood andgslaughter  for my
Lord!

It was Keanus who got back to the Post Office
first and heard the report that one of the
messengers who was sent out to do routine
deliveries had not come back. The clerks in
charge went through the list and found that
'some comedian' gave them Ibex Devouring
Dog, the chief tax inspector.

KEANUS We probably should have given him
an escort.

CHIEF CLERK : Somebody's going to have to
go and see what has happened to him.

DRAK: At least get the uniform back.

® The GM apologised for his old fashioned sense of
fun. I don't know why my players put up with me
sometimes...

Out of mercy to Pum, the GM had the other two
characters arrive at that moment.

JARATHIR | have an appointment at

nightfall.

ESHAN [ have an appointment too.

The thing that Keanus noticed which no one had
said yet (though all the players had suspected it)
was that Eshan appeared to be a girl. Reality,
including the outline of her breastplate, had
shifted to accommodate thfs.

Keanus stood and looked agape.

ESHAN: What's wrong?
KEANUS 1...I... Nothing. Sir. Ma'am. Sir.

At which point Eshan finally caught on.

KEANUS Something for the weekendf?
ESHAN: | got volunteered and sorcery
happened.

Eshan, once the jokes died down, asserted their
authority and hustled the soldiers off to the
office of the supervisor of Tax Demons.

The civil servants, packing up their desks and
heading off for home, said that Ibex Devouring
Dog was in his office and there was indeed a
courier in with him.

Eshan knocked at the door.

IBEX: Go away" I'm interrogating.
ESHAN: We've come to collect the messenger.

A short stout man with a very annoyed
expression opened the door.

IBEX: What's the meaning of this? Don't you
kow whom | am?

ESHAN: You're the chief tax inspector, |
believe sir.

IBEX: People all over the Empire pray not to
come to my attention. Are all of your affairs in

10'Which is what hairdressers used to say in the UK
when | was young when offering to sell you
condoms. Nobody ever explained this to you



order madame?

ESHAN: 1 believe so.

IBEX: Well once | have finished with this
person (I've only got another seven years of his
life to go)

COURIER: (Plaintively) | can't remember!

Eventually, they managed to retrieve the poor
Courier (though he had to promise to return later
with his supporting documents) and after
completing his rounds took him to a number of
bars to calm his nerves.

maze and you will take my keys back to my
apartment and find the scroll in the locked box
underneath the floor boards which contains my
investigations into how this place works. The
day after the parade at nightfall we will expect to
be retrieved. We are going not deeply out of this
world but somewhat. Technically there's no
hurry but | think getting us back to reality
promptly would be best.

The notable (and socially protected) Illuminates,
starting with Great Sister, knelt in centre of a
part of the maze and opened the way to the next

,EH[ FRPSODLQHG WKDW WKH (FegdH larathif watch@cydll\of Dig/ Wik @terest

was interrupting his vital work but accepted he
had to attend.

Jarathir arrived at Gbaji Park by sunset.

Krishnan, the gentleman who lived upstairs was
there. The Examiner from the Cult of the Red
Goddess was there. Great Sister was there and
some other people all of them llluminated. There
was also a lot of people of less enlightened kind,
a motley lot including the students from upstairs,
ladies who wandered about in floaty dresses and
talked about relating to the trees, weird drug
bedraggled hippies and bedraggled gentlemen
with fixed expressions.

DRAK: Ah, the Real Ale Saciety.

GM: The sort of thing that Donald Trump would
describe as extreme leftists.

GRAHAM: Not really narrowing the field is it?

The Chap from upstairs seemed to be taking
charge.

KRISHNAN: We're going to go through the
seven stages of opening the way. The person
who opens the way will have to stay there to
keep the gate open while the refugees go
through.

JARATHIR Oh so these are the (whisper
White) Moonies. And they're going to be hidden
somewhere where they can't cause trouble
KRISHNAN: Somewhere where they won't get
slaughtered.

JARATHIR Which a form of causing trouble.
KRISHNAN :I'll ask you to remember all the
ways and paths. | will go into the centre of the

and with his newly enhanced senses.

After six successful meditation-and-opening
rituals they reached the last node.
KRISHNAN: | will be the oh.

Ahead of them stepping out of the bushes was a
person in bronze Orlanthi armour. Wind Runes,

Movement Runes, Mastery Runes. Carrying a
great sword.

JARATHIR He's not supposed to be here.

And then he noticed that the barbaran had the
head of a dragon. A blue headed dragon.

JARATHIR That's unusual.

KRISHNAN: That's probably his dream self.
He's riding the success of whatever it is they did
down south.

The Dragon-man roared and lightning crackled
in his jaws, narrowly missing Jarathir and the
person next to him.

KRISHNAN : Finish it! Finish it!

Unable to work out if he was being told to
complete the ritual or Kill the intruder Jarathir
decided to do the soldierly thing. He cast
Strength on himself and his bird companion cast
Mobility.

There was a combat. It didn't last long. A clash
of blades. A blast of Lightning Breath to
Jarathir's leg. A mighty blow takes a chip out of



the Dragon-Man's sword. A clash of blades.
Another mighty blow takes a larger chip from

the greatsword. Jarathir danced out of the way of
the Lightning Breath and the Dragon-Man
danced out of the way of Jarathir's sword. And
then the Dragon Man fumbled. Laying himself
open to the blow from Jarathir. Who cast
Bladesharp on his sword and went for the head.

The sword went through the head, down to the
chest and then as the blade split the armour the
apparition dissipated.

There was a sigh of relief from the refugees
(who did not protest at their pacifist persons
being saved by the sword) and a sigh of 'Aha!" as
the Person from Upstairs who had somehow
gotten into a lotus position and meditated while
the fight was going on finally opened the way to
the centre of the maze.

Jarathir saw the path open to what looked like a
garden by a pagoda. And sitting beneath the
pagoda, naked and in lotus position, was the
'‘Grandfather' of the young lady from upstairs
that Vostor was enamoured of. He looked up in
alarm, as if not expecting visitors.

KRISHNAN: Don't worry old son!

Since he was naked Jarathir could see clearly the
tatoos of the Danfive Xaron cult on his chest.

KRISHNAN : (Handing over his key$yead
carefully and I'll see you in a couple of days.
JARATHIR Pity you're missing the parade.
KRISHNAN: | think I'll live through it.

Being told about the Orlanthi dreamquester,
Great Sister said that 'that happens when you're
on the fringes of reality' and that the Storm
Barbarians will be ‘cock of the walk for a while'.

Vostor got back to the Insula to encounter
Keanus amd Samdeme and a somewhat the
worse for wear Courier.

VOSTOR : What did you do to him?

1 DRAK: This is almost standard practice for
our unit.)

From upstairs they heard a boy sobbing.
From their apartment where. Vishi was curled
up in a ball in the middle of the room.

It turned out that the cleaners had tried to stiff
Vishi for ten gold pieces ("Which | do not
have") and refused to hand over the cleaned
dress uniforms.

VOSTOR: Shall we go and have a chat with
him. A little explaining needs to happen here.
You came to the right person. Well done, you!

There was more violence. It looked a fairly
respectable place in a fairly respectable district.
And as Vostor was there, there were threats and
sarcasm too.

When it came to the technical aspects of how to
model kicking down a door | consulted Martin
who had practical experience both with shoulder
charges, kicking and using battering rams.
(Retired policeman, remember.)

Sandene did try to stop Vostor from charging in
without thought but decided she was too late for
that.

There was lots of confusion, including Sandene
breaking into the wrong shop after looking
around the back for a less stout door than the
cleaners had at the front. She got threatend with
a pitchfork ("l got this from my cousin's farm.

It's been used to shovel dung.")

VOSTOR: Do you like both arna (Fails an
Intimidate roll)

SHOPKEEPER: Do you like your head?
VOSTOR: All right, there's two ways this can

go.
It went the violent way

While Sandene and Keanus found the missing
uniforms Vostor assaulted the Shopkeeper,
chopping off his arm, then healing him to avoid
lawsuitg! before having his own hip broken by



another employee and only surviving by virtue
of his hidden Chaos Feature and the judicious
use of Divine Magic Heal Wound.

KEANUS: (With an armful of dress uniforms)
And let that be a lesson to you!

The Red Dancer of Power took one look at the
female Eshan and said: "Are you trying to tell
me something?"

ESHAN: | volunteered for a transmogrification
by a sorcerer.

RDoP: I'm sorry. | was looking forward to that,
Come round tomorrow. Oh not tomorrow. The

day after. I'll take the measurements | need then.

Unless of course, you'd be interested in...

Eshan worked out she was being offered a night
of lesbian bliss with a demi-goddess.

PUM: This is one of those unusual situations
where your watchword is: "What Would Vostor
Do?"

Eshan did not get back to the Insula that night.
Keanus did not mention the temporary
transformation of the officer despite the
temptation to top Vostor's tale of The Day He
Just Had.

Jarathir carefully took the one scroll he'd been

told to take and put the rest back in the lock box.

The scrolls were the work of a noted White
Moon philosopher and pacifist.

DISTRACTIONS.
Munchies were consumed. Loudly.

DRAK: This episode will have many cutscenes.
GM: This episode will be all over the place.

,¥F<6 7T+(0(
Will Never Be Defeated « 2K :DLW
COMMENTARIAT ON E&A 13

A GRAND COVER! AGAIN!

PATRICK BRADY: RYCT ELF: | felt that

WATCHMEN could be adapted to Live Action

but not to a film. The format of a TV series

reflecting the story structure of the original

comic (also a form of serial storytelling) would

VHHP WR EH ZLVHU 7KDW VDLG ,fVYI
the TV adaptation®ke: Spider Gods . Can

you clearly state what the nature of the offence

DQG WR ZKRP LW LV JLYHQ LQ WKH
DSSURSULDWLRQYT" %HFDXVH , DP R
HQRXJK WKDW , GRQW UHDOO\ JHW
whole world as a vast cultural All-You-Can-Eat

buffet that | can and will take for my own

purposes. My own candidate for a British

QDWLRQDO PRWWR LV 31LFH LGHD
QRW VD\LQJ \RX VKRXOGQfW EH FR(
certainly not saying you should do anything you

consider impolite or think anyone else might
FRQVLGHU LPSROLWH ,fP VD\LQJ \F
able to define your terms. No Byzantine
iIX1..UX6ejX20iUe:U@Iij+R URB++aUe
VileU:2e06Uj276XU 6+i\X j\RILU" 12 eUe«:X
l 1U+6\\UTOUXHB\\061Ue [2U...:jUlee:jeU"
General. | can see ways it could All Go Down

The Sink but | can also see ways things could

come to an even keel or even improve. Crises

are like that.

MATT STEVENS RYCT BRIAN

ROGERS: | watch the latest comic book

nonsense drift by on YouTube and wonder how

long any of it will last. Alfred has died and may

KDYH OHIW WKH %DWPDQYV %XWOH!
Spider-ODQ LV PDUULHG ZLWK D NLG :|
you say? Only in a parallel universe? At least

with BUFFY all we got was 7 seasons of canon

DQG DIWHU WKDWfan\iefMeDOO DSRFU
aging of the actors puts some sort of end point to
broadcast media. This is not something | rejoice

about as a performer but as a consumer | find

there are compensations.

7KH 3DUW\ 8 Q LWH d\AYLES COCORAN: Re Your IgTheme:

The thing I liked most about the Hivers was the
idea of Manipulation which made them the
Hidden Masters behind a lot of what was going
on the Traveller Universe.



ROGER B_W: .RYCT Me: Hmm, good
point. The Son and The Daughter probably have
fewer full-time clergy: perhaps they have more

$FRO\WWHV WKDQ 3ULHVWYV 3 UL HAOWsH vtV conl

established that there are High
Priests/Priestesses for all the Six. Perhaps the
Son and Daughter HP are appointed by election
from the Priests and Acolytes and on a yearly
cycle too. And they may take rank with them if
they move on. // Future researchers into health
trends may be astonished at the things we did to
our blood pressure and general mood in the
QDPH RI HQWHUWDLQPHQW

ERIKA L FRANK: RYCT: PATRICK
BRADY:
ZKHUH 0 $ 5
politics influenced his world-building. There is
slavery in that world and there are sexual

VHHP WR EH p<HV DVVXPLQJ WK

Constitution counts as a legal document.
Because it grants the right to amend to two
separate institutions é{(the US Congress and a
nlflon) and does not
limit the possible amendments. So, they
could end the possibility of amending the
Constitution or give all such rights to a
particular person or office. (The US
SUREDEO\ ZRveGushanwva/bxitu Y

WKDWIV QRW WKH TXHVWLRQ EH

P, TRLHREIPBO\PRYNOLQI D ORW RI

AVRAM GRUMER: RYCT me: | seem to

1P QRW VXUH KRZ ,1G JRre@aﬁﬁﬁé@Wonh&r%@e‘st@aﬂlso played all sorts of
%DUNHWTV FUD FN jhGerPrien/uit

Nélc&lendar to good
political effect. | can only say Thank God for
Gregory The Great or the days of the week

LPSOLFDWLRQV WR WKH VODY Hjbuld HoX ¥ safefhoRddidys. \1IXodktokvErd to

much he took from standard pulp tropes. And
there is no racial basis for slavery except to say
that some of the non-humans make bad slaves.
The morality of his cultures (as explored in the
preface to THE BOOK OF EIBON BINDINGS)
denies that there is any sort of transcendent
moral truth and everything moral is interpreted
as individual choices. He also has the character
doing the introduction speak very disrespectfully
of monotheism and | cannot reconcile that with

the time DJT wants a month or day of the week
renamed after himself.)

LISA PADOL: RYCT MATT STEVENS:

Britain in the 18/19" Century kept its most
unpleasant means of making a living over the
seas and went to some considerable trouble to
keep those facts from bothering the native sons
and daughters from thinking too much about
them. On the other hand the facts of the

%DUNHUTV RZQ ,VODPLF FRQYH&H)M&S&&ofwomenandthepoorhouseswere

A lot of the more questionable elements are what
you might expect to find in any stunted
adolescent trying to write in a setting with no-
one else to censor it. Like me and most GMs in

those days. HARN also has a goddess of lust and

mercantile profit. It was the sort of thing that
was thought fun in those days.

SCRIBBLE M. HORROR:  Welcome! |
think: you have thrown a lot of foxes among
the chickens. I did not read all of your piece
(too close to the deadline) but it looks
fascinating.

| will just say that the answer 8& D Q D
legal document grant amending authority to
revoke its own amending authority?ould

there for all to see. Austen alludes to them but
they arerfidepicted in detail. We would have to
wait for other writers to get that. Fanny Price (in
MANSFIELD PARK) never makes it clear just
what she is being so concerned about when the
performance of LOVER$VOWS is proposed.
Presumably she assumed that everybody who
read her books would know what was in the play
and write their own subtexts. A game in which
the players did know exactly what horrid things
were going on would be very different. A game
where they got any chance to do something
about them would be fantastical, possibly in



the manner of Steven Bru$tRYCT me: The
Master of Origami turned out to be the Mistress
of Origami and dwelled in a dangerous but
beautifully drawn and folded otherworld that the
PCs got to visit several times. She had been the
friend and then the enemy of one of the female
Emperors of Japan, who had faded into mythical
status by the time of the Mongol/Korean
invasions. And it had been the same female ruler
who granted the Prieste§amily guardianship

of the God of the Old Ones who could be
awoken when the land had need of them. // The
reach of thirty five SIZ 1 Kittens is still the same
as one kitten. The reach of a SIZ 35 beasties is
something else entirely. // The obsession with
elephant dung is derived from the old joke with
the punchline:3What? And leave Show
Business?// | canffind the reference to Jarathir
talking about Vostor keeping silent.// The book
was left by the spider-headed, body-hopping
Chaos creature who had used it to find their own
enlightenment and then regretted it. // Yes,
Jarathir is now llluminated. It means that he no
longer sees the contradictory Runes of Glorantha
as incompatiblespeciallythe Law/Chaos
dichotomy. This means he c§ibe sensed by

cult abilities that detect someone as aligned with
Law or Chaos and cannot be found by cult
Spirits of Reprisal which means he can join cults
which are enemies of each other. He also could
explore the unigue insights of Lunar Magic but
that$ a long term project. He also sees whether
other people are llluminated which introduces
him to a whole new layer of society and
government. It is a status that gives
opportunities, dangers and temptations. //
Pantomime Elephant, | bet. // Re: Lictors. The
action of the campaign has moved forwards
about four months, with the Magistrate and his
Lictors investigating matters in the southern part
of the Western End of the Empire. They are in
the goblin majority part of the Empire and are
dealing with Sea Elves (and maritime insurance
fraud) Dragons (and inheritance law), an
Archbishop (and the laws of conspiracy and

12 recently came across a summary of LOVJERS
VOWS which | wish | had known when | encountered
MANSFIELD PARK at school. A story of illegitimate
children, poverty and illicit love includirsgn unwise
liaison with a young clergymanhich must have

feudal fealty) and privateers (and the laws on
piracy and smuggling). Oh, and an Old Friend
Of The Magistrate and his diabolical and
revolutionary manipulation of Everybody. // The
Magistrate was Banestormed into Yrth and
adopted into a childless but wealthy family. He
chose to burrow into the legal profession and try
to reform the Empire from within. His two
companions chose to join the Healing profession
(and got caught and mind wiped by the Ministry
of Serendipity) and to join the underworld to
start some deep revolutionary teaching,
organising and conspiring. // The slave
rebellions were put down but the Emperor has
decided to reform the laws on manumission and
recruited the bits of the Church that are currently
loyal to him to run the process of registering
freedpersons, which is not only a Good Thing
To Do but will give the clergy an income stream
and more influence. // In this he has been
encouraged by the lady he has chosen to marry.
Who has her own secrets. // The chief resistance
to this has proved to be by the conservative
aristocracy, especially those who own forests,
mines and other consumers of slaves. Their
conspiracy triggered early and was mostly put
down. It was intended (by the Magistr&t®ld
Friend) to strike simultaneously with the return
of the Templars to the east coast of the Empire.
Instead of combining the two blows are going to
be dealt with in succession. // Oh and the Old
Friend seems to have some ability to time travel
or access to prophecy. Just because. He left
behind a nasty bio-weapon targeted at the
Emperor which failed. //

Brian C. Misiaszek :RYCT Me: Re:
[Insulaf | may be guilty of assuming people
know things | know. | have been many times in
the past. The Insula is from CITIZENS OF THE
LUNAR EMPIRE, a fan written project that
provides the characters who dhocome from the
LARP FALL OF MOONSON.

been understood o reflect Fantysituation gives a
whole new depth to the story. THE PPOE&A: You
gonna re-read it? ME: Nah! Have you seen my
unread pile?



PETER C. HILDRETH Welcome! (Back?)

/I Re The Honourabl4lIn the UK you have to
make MP to get that title. | ddfthink you keep

it forever. If you make Privy Counsellor you get
to be Right Honourable unless and until you blot
your copybook really, really badly. There was a
gap of 90 years between a member being
expelled for siding with the Germans in WWI
and then three removals and five resignations in
the 21st century.Truly we live in an age of
wonders!

JOSHUA KRONENGOLD: | find games

that do me harm are the ones that turn on moral
assumptions that | just ddiwant inside my

head. | can normally see them coming. And |
have managed to overcome my compulsive
collectorsfsyndrome since the days of MAGIC:
THE GATHERING® //RYCT Roger B_W:

How does an angel end up being a goffer to two
gods? /RYCT me: | fih not sure how people
who are emotionally/sexually/self-identity-wise
atypical fare in Aegis. There are mages who can
transmogrify people but the law takes extreme
measures to control this practice given the risks
of the mage remaking people to suit their own
desires. The cost of the procedure rises with the
number of steps to authorise it. | haWatecided

if the Gods themselves take steps to correct
things or just declare people to be appropriate
worshippers. Uncle is always there for The
People Who Do Fit In but | could write the
setting to be more generous. Hmm. Possible
future stories. // Re Krishnan: As you will see
this month, you have anticipated me sir!

JIM VASSILAKOS: Re: Computocracy
Character Options: dVhat sort of character
would you choose to play?

| really donflknow. When creating a charater in
a point build system | normally look for the
defining elements of their character and those
elements are usually Disadvantages. They are
the ethical limits, physical or psychological
limitations that they have to struggle with. In far
future settings such as FURTHEST or the world
you are proposing here, the issues that the

B THE PPoE&A: (Looks pointedly at the shelf of ARS
MAGICA material and wanders away whistling.

society faces are so remote from ours that | find
it difficult to get a foothold. Even a near-future
setting like ECLIPSE PHASE has difficulties for
me, though the thing that puts me off there is
more system complexity than anything else.
(Small self-promotion: the next recording of
IMPROVISED RADIO THEATRE WITH

DICE is about the barriers that stop us from
running certain games.) // RYCT Erika Frank:

| fin finding that the Gods of Aegis are slightly
ambiguous figures. Despite having been
consulted by Uncle and have one of their
number running errands for him and one of their
friends being The Champion Of The Daughter,
the Gods, like the Faculty of the Institute are just
weird grown-ups who dofialways make the

best decisions. There should (I hope) be some
way to make the valid arguments some people
have against allowing a true theocracy (where
the Gods rule and not just priests) re-emerge in
the City.RYCT Timothy Collinson: I

have a TASCAM DR-O5X recorder with
rechargable batteries | use for game night
recordings and when | forget it, | can use the
Voice Messages function on my iPhone. To
transcribe | use a webpage called oTranscribe.

MY FINAL WORD FOR THIS ISSUE:
TRANSMOGRIFICATION. Seventeenth
century, possibly fromiransmigratiorf{of souls
not refugees). | enjoyed reading P8m

definition (see write-up above) that | put it into
the vocabulary of the elder brother in Je§ny
Japanese game as something he likes to use to
show off. Grandfather! Be not afraid! It is I,
your grandson Ichiro! | have, like my brothers,
been subject to Transmogrification!

Take good care of you and of yours
as you pick your way through the
ruins of Warehouse 23, dodging the
escaped monsters and the bubbles of
alternate reality. Remember not to
turn off the bodycams or no-one will
believe you!
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